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THE name of the small
West Limerick village of

Ardagh is known not
only to the poeple in all
parts of lreland but to
people in many parts of
the world.

The reason for this
national and international
fame of Ardagh is that it was
here the beautiful Ardagh
Chalice was discovered in
1868.

Ardagh is situated about
three miles north of New-
castle West, on the road to
Shanagolden and Foynes.

The main part of the
village is stretched along a
by-road running east from
the Newcastle West-
Shanagolden/Foynes road,
so that strangers Jzassl e‘ﬁ
along the laﬂarma are |
with the impression that the
village consists of no more
than a couple of houses
located at a crossroads.

Field

Acnrdmg to Joyce llrllh
Names of Places), the
name Ardagh derives from
Ard Achadh, the High

Field. But the Placenames

section of the Ordnance

Ardach o5 the ineh Tormn o

the name; this name would

mean the Place of Heights
or Hills.

While a large plain ex-
tends eastwards from
Ardagh to Rathkeale, and
bayond, a few miles west of
it lies a high range of
heathery hilh intarapumd
with extsnsive bogs and

moorlands, However, much
of the land around Ardagh

itseif is fertile.
About 150 yards south of
the ruins of the old church of

Ardagh there is a holy well
dedicated to St. Molua; and
Canon Begley, hlstnﬂan of
the Diocese of Limerick,
thought that in fact Molua
may have founded a
monastery there. Molua,
who is believed to have
been born somewhere in
what is now Co. Limerick,
established many monas-
teries, and Hntlcnpvofhis
Rule to Pope ry the
Great. He dlﬂd ma&

There was great devotion
to St. Molua in Ardagh. He
was the patron of the parish,
and rounds were paid at his
well on the 3rd of August,
the eve of his feast dw The
feast day itself was
observed as a parish
holiday.

Ardagh was an important
centre in medieval times,
the Bishopa of Limerick

e ime
who held extensive lands
there; italso gave a nameto
nlnrgu cantred, or adminis-
trative district, in the early

. days of Norman control in

West Limerick. A mill is
noted as havi besen in
existence there in 1298. It
was one of the smaller
medieval boroughs in Co.
Limerick.

Burgesses
Dr. Pat O'Connor (Ex-

Limerick’s Past,
p. 18} is of the opinion that
the centre had about 60

By Mainchin Seoighe

The Ardagh Chalice.

burgesses and a lation
of at least 200 in the mid
14th century. In 1611 a
Imant was granted to Wil-
Cullum for the holding
there of a weekly Monday
market and an nnnual fair.

A Court Leet and a Court
Baron were also haild there.
So it continued to be an
important centre. Later,
however, it was to be

ecli the devel
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The Ardagh district has
some claims to literary dis-
tinction. Daniel Sheahan of

Ardagh was writing ?oetrv
in Im:h at the beginning
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the 19th century; his
included an Amhré
love song, written in 1B1ﬂ
In 1837, anmrﬂlngtu Lewis
(T Diction-

ary of » the village
anrdugh mnmd of "ﬁ“ﬁe

taining 08 houses, which

g}nﬂ in avery ruinnus mndl
it then had three fairs,
held on 11th May, 14th
ust and 21st November.
Fenians made a hﬂaf
attack on the local police
barracks in 1887; but the
happening thet was 1o reall
put Arda unmumaptoor
place on a September
1868, when a man d ng
in a large
ng fort, on the Western
edga of the village, disco-
vered, about three feet
dnwn, a small wooden
cross, and a collection of
metal including the
famous Ardagh Chalice.

The h-eautlfulg I?ca

ortioned Ardagh Cha

the finest mmpla of dght*
century metalwork ever to
have mmem light. It stands
six inches high and is made
of silver, bronze and gold,
the duspgn and decoration
indicating technical
ficiency of the highest
order.

Ardagh and the Ardagh Chalice

Tha book, Treasures of
y Irish Art (published
My tha Metropolitan
useum of Art. New York,
1977) savamtﬁ 133}, in
connection
that “a wide range nf rrma-
i‘é‘:&“:ﬂi‘&ﬁﬂﬂ““‘“
a ion",
goes on: “The silver
I:ruwi provided with hand-
les for lifting, is linked by a
gilded collar to a conical
silver foot, made more
stable by a broad horizontal
flange . . . on the chalice,
where decoration is used, it
is sumptuous.
Ultimate La Tene scrolls,

lain interlace, plaits and
rets abound. The techni-
ques employed are engrav-

‘"Er mm; ﬁllﬂrBH; WI'
isonné and enamelling. Be-
low the horizontal hand of
gold filigree on the bowl the
names of the Apostles in

shining metal stand outina
sea of sti ngh

The Ardagh Chalice isone
of the must treasured ex-
hibits in the National
Museum in Dublin, and in
recent years it has gone on
exhibition to the United
States and to Germany.

The other objects, apart
from the wooden cross,
found with the chalice, were
a bronze brooch and a
bronze cup. The
which was eight lrlcheu
Inl:? . bore a figure of Christ,

had the date 1727 cuton

it; the collection of obiects
must therefore hgfw been

hidden in the fortsome time

subsequent to that date.

Priest |
Canon Begley thinks that

they may have belonged to

a Fr. Bermingham, who was
parish priast of Ardagh
some time prior to 1736, but
who had to fly from the
parish because of the atten-
tions of some anti-Catholic
magistrates in the district.
In the of religious
persecution in lreland, valu-
able ecclesiastical treasures
were often entrusted to
custodians, to be passed on
from generation to genera-

tion.
h was the birth-
place of William C. Upton

author of Unecls s

Cabin, a book calculated to
focus attention on the plight

of the small Irish tenant
farmer and farm labourer,
as Harriet Beecher Stowe's
book, Uncle Tom's Cabin,
had focused attention on
thu plight of the Southern

?ﬂd a modern Irish poet
and novelist, Eithne Strong
(nee O'Connell), hails frum
the Carrickerry district, ab-
out twg miles north-west of

In 1981 aerial photogra-
Ehﬁo revealed a remarkable

il pfnrtalltﬂamramﬂe
north-west of Ardagh. The
fort, the largest rin fnrt SO
far known in lIreland, is
situated at an elevation of
797 feet and covers 52
acres.,

There are other places of
interest within a short dis-
tance of Ardagh. Glenastar
has a smatl mature oak

- woodland in a wet, steep-

sided valley, a survivin
fragment of the great oa
forests that once covered all
this countryside. Here too is
an attractive waterfall.

And there is Cahermoyle
House, to the north-east of
Ardagh. This was the home
of the You Iralander,
William Smith O'Brien, who
led the Rising in Balli a
Co. Tipperary, in 1 it is
now an Oblate antlata.

Today, h's principal
street, with its interestingly
broken street line, Iuads
from the crossroads to the
Catholic church.

To the right, as you enter
the uhurch is the recum-
hent In:h-mamhad stone

nF grave of Fr.
Micheél O hAodha P.P. of
Ardagh, 1930-34, and one of
the two Co. Limerick priests
whom the British Eanara'l
Maxwell asked Bishop
O'Dwyer to discipline after
the 19186 Rising, because of
their nationalist activities,
only to receive that historic
rebuff from the bishop.
Ardagh's thriving joinery
works is on the Newcastle
West road.

Ardagh station operates
no more. Things come and
things go. But what will
never go from Ardagh is the

ud distinction of havin

name associated for al
time with one of the most
beautiful works of art ever

produced by the hand of
man.




