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REDEVELOPMENT work on
the Markets Field Stadium
remains on track to be com-
pleted in time for Limerick
FC'stostagetheir SSE Airtric-
ity League Premier Division
clash with Drogheda United
at the venue on June 5.

When redevelopment
work is completed at the
end of this month, the Mar-
kets Field will be a Category 2
UEFA stadium with a capacity
of 3,075.

George Lee, of the LEDP,
who is project leader on the
Markets Field redevelop-
ment, explained: “We are
now four weeks out and the
whole project is progressing
rightontarget.lamabsolute-
Iy satisfied the stadium will be
ready for Limerick FC'S fix-
ture with Drogheda Utd on
June 5. Our design team have
given us every assurance. We
had adesignteam meeting on
Mondayand everyoneisio0%
telling us that this is going to
happenon Junes.”

The redeveloped main
stand at the Markets Field
will have seating capacity for
1,340. Away fans will be facili-
tated onademountable stand
onthe Geraldine Villas end of
the ground.

George Lee said: "We have
allthe precast installed ready
and waiting for the seating to
beinstalled inthe main stand
over a period of a number of
days. Around the same time
the demountable stand for

away supporters on the far

side which will cater for 340-
350 away supporters will be
erected.

“The pitch surfaceisbeing
manicured at this stage. The
permanent markings have
been put on it for the place-
ment ofthe pitch. That allows
us to draw the lines. The goal
postsarriveover the next cou-
ple of days.

“Our floodlighting has
been commissioned on one
end and people will have seen
them on the other night. All
the wiring has been done for
the end and we are working
on the final ducting to con-

nect up. That should be good
inthe next week or so.

“The dressing rooms are
95% there at this stage. The
placeis being painted. Allthe
electrics arebeing completed
at thisstage. Our security sys-
tem has been put in place.

“We are in the course of
eonstructing a hospitality
suite where the old bar was.
That hospitality suite will be
available to Limerick FC and
toanyother groupsor organi-
sation using it on match day.
The hospitality will have the
facility to take more than 100
people seated.

“We don't have a bar. That
was done purposely. One of
the goals of LEDP is support-
ing the community, Thereare
10 pubs within a five-minute
wak of here and three within
astones throw. Wewant them
to get the business.

“Onceweare finished with
all of the heavy truckscoming
in and out, we will be pulling
the tar and chip behind us
and that will finish off the

astethic look of the ground.

“For June 5 we will have
the place looking as good as
possibly can be. We should
hae it up to full capacity on
that day. There may be some
minor astethic things that
need to be done. June 5 isnot
the end date, it is actually the
start date. From there we got
from being a construction
site to being an operation-
al stadium. Then we go into
maintenance and looking af-
terthe place.

“It is very exciting at this
stage, [t i5the culmination of
a building phase which has
been goingonin earnestsince
just before Christmas. In re-
ality, it has been going on for
nearly two years in the plan-
ning and all of that. I think we
have developed something
here which Limerick peo-
ple are going to be extremely
proud of. 1am at painsto point
out wearenot Thomond Park.

“We are not the Gaelic
Grounds, but we are the Mar-
kets Field. The venue brings
withitahistoryand tradition
thatisalmostinthe Limerick
DNA. Thisis for the people of
Limerick.

“We will be looking at this

Markets Field
ontrackfor
une opening

ground interms of ‘outside of
the box' activities.

“I know [ will have a lot of
memories, a lot of emotion
tied up on the opening night
at 7.40pmwhen thelightsare
onandthetempoisbuilding.”

Limerick FC captain
Shane Duggan and his father
Ger, who previously played
with Limerick, had a kicka-
round on the excellent new
playing surface at the Mar-
kets Field.

“Limerick FC will have a
number of run-outs here pri-
or to that first game. The sur-
faceisjust sodifferent towhat

-they are playing on presently

and pretty much to anything
being played on currently in
the League of Ireland. Itisa
pristine surface which hasn't
been played on since it was
laid two years ago.

“Iwould like to think, even
thoughitis notinourgift, that
it might also mark a turning
point for Limerick FCin their
season and theycanget things
going. | know Martin Russell
is very upbeat about what
15 going to happen when we
come in here as well.

meanwhile, Markets Field
and LEDP have decided to
name the two turnstiles and
team entrance after peo-
ple, organisations or places
that have connections to the
ground.

Fans are, through Face-
book, invited toregister their
votes for their chosen name
through the Markets Field
Facebook page. This phase
of the voting process will fin-
ish on this Sunday, May 17 at
midnight.

The top six nominations
will then be entered into a
voting process that will al-
low people to vote through a
premium text number with
the proceedsofthe text going
to Milford Care Centre. Text
lines will remain active until
the end of May. The nominee
with the most votes on the
text line will have the players
entrance named after them,
second will be the home turn-
stile, and third will be the
away turnstile. members of
the public are invited to vote
onthe Facebook page and like
and share the page.
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Huda;relupmant rlr..nnthe Ma-rket; Field will be completed in time for Limerick FC's Premier Division clash
with Drogheda United ay the venue on June 5. Inset, new floodlights at the Markets Field turned onthisweek

Working is nearing completion on the home dressing roomat the Markets Field

be aCategory 2 UEFA stadiumwith a capacity of 3,075




