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THE dream of a folk
theatre 1n Athea 1s

beginning to become
more of a reality as the
Cairde Duchais project
prepares to celebrate

its first anniversary.
Already, the project

has chalked up a number
of successes, and in 12
months has produced an
impressive record of
work. |
All of this work - particu-
larly that of collecting,
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Furriers Dublin
DUE TO CUSTOMER REQUEST

will again be showing their new season’s
collection of furs, fur trimmed cashmeres, suedes

and leathers, also collars and cuffs

at JURYS HOTEL, LIMERICK
on MONDAY, 14th NOVEMBER,

and
JURYS HOTEL CORK

on TUESDAY, 15th NOVEMBER

from 10 am to 8 pm each day.

Caroline Barnardo will be in attendance to advisa

you on enlarging, re-styling, cleaning or trade ins
of your furs.

FAMEUS Fﬂﬂ' FURS SINCE 1812
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Fathela'“and
son fined

MICHAEL Duggan,
Kilmastulla, Birdhill, was
fined £180, when he plead-
ed guilty at Bruff court to
driving without insurance
on December 7 last. He also
had his license endorsed.
Una Power, solicitor for
Mr Duggan, said that her
client’s father, William
Duggan, who owned the
car, had assumed that his
son was insured to drive.
William Duggan was
fined £300, with his licence
endorsed, for permitting his
son to drive wnthuut insur-

m T e W g

recording and preserving
the music, songs, history
and folklore of Athea and
the surrounding area - can
stand on 1ts own.

But the work has added
importance when viewed as
a strand within the overall
aim of establishing Athea as
an important source and
centre for cultural heritage.

And long-term, of
course, this is what the
Cairde Duchais project is
about.

But the project is also
aboul creating job opportu-
nities and providing train-
ing for openings in the field
of traditional entertainment.

“We gave everybody on
the course a grounding in
music - helping them to
learn to read music and to
play an instrument,” project
director, Domhnall de
Barra, explained to the
Limerick Leader.

Some of the 17-strong
band of FAS-funded work-
ers took naturally to the
musical training. Some
were already gifted musi-
cians who are now In a bet-
ter position to be able to
teach others and thereby
improve their employment
prospects.

In all cases, the training
was an important part of the
strategy of building up
expertise in traditional
entertainment.

But the project has also
recognised that there are a
number of dimensions to
providing high-quality, tra-
ditional entertainment.

For this reason, a lot of
attention has been paid to
different aspects of stage
craft - such as lighting, cos-
tumes and props.

And project participanis
have had the opportunity o
put these new insights lp
work in a very concrele
way through a number of
productions - a youth con-

cert, a one-act play and pro-
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Athea’s dream
IS coming true

Nativity play with a group
of fourth class children.

But one of the most suc-
cessful undertakings has
been the compilation of a
very comprehensive digest
of local songs and poems.

“Some 95 per cent of
these would have been
composed by people who
lived in the area,” said
Dombhnall, pointing out that
there were “more songs and
more poetry writtén in this

rea’ than virtually any oth-
er comparable locality in
Ireland.

Emigration is a very
strong theme running
through the songs in partic-
ular.

“This place was practi-
cally empty back in the 40s
and 50s,” said Domhnall.
“Every house here in this
parish knew what emigra-
tion meant. Consequently
most of the songs would
have composed by people
who had either gone away
and were looking back nos-
talgically or else they were
laments for those who had
gone.”

Many of the songs and
poems, however, date back:
well beyond this century. '

“It is important we keep
them" said Domhnall. “If
we don’'t get them now
while people are still alive
who remember them then
within the next 20 years,
they will disappear alto-
gether.

“Our intention is Lo pro-
duce a book of these songs
and also a tape,” he
explained.

While he admits ‘that
many of the poems are not
great as poetry, their overall
value is great as they “talk
and deal with things as they
happen - everyday things -
and as such they are pages
of history.”

The pr::r]e::t has also
involved itself in important

work on local history and
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Patricia Hualyr left, Nloreen 0'Connell, Kay Liston and Josephine Griffin at work in the workshop

in Athea.

piled and recorded, drawing
on local documents and
accounts as well as the
MNational Museum and
newspaper files. And the
plan is to develop this into a
book.

But, warns Domhnall,
this will not be the usual,
local history book. Rather it
will take one family
through four generations,
and from both a male and a
female perspective, it will
tell their story and its links
with local events and
national and international
eventls as well as bringing
in myths and festivals.

A folklore register has
also been established. The
project workers spent long
hours with the older people
in the parish recording their
memories of growing up,
growing to school, of work
patterns and of customs and
rituals in the early decades
of the century.

“We have gone out to as
many as the old generation

as we could,” said
Domhnall,

Now the project has been
given the go-ahead for
another 12 months at least,
and Domhnall has a clear
view of how he sees the
plan unfolding.

“We want to put together
a package for schools,

bringing in different ele-
ments and traditions,” he

said.
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Harry Riordan, H‘Ilt:k Kelly nnd Durlnl Dwyer.

also planned - building on

knowledge gleaned through

cataloguing all the marked
graves in Athea,
Ab b ey fie alie;,
Templeglantine, Ardagh,
Glin, Moyvane and Duagh.
As a follow-up to that work

too, the project hopes to
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arec now without head-
stones.

They also hope to devel-
op further the idea of travel-
ling shows - with different
groupings pmwdlng high-
quality entertainment at dif-
ferent locations throughout

West Limerick.
Ti e an armbitione coherds
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achieved given the enthusi-
asm and commitment of the
project’s backers.

“But,” points out a grate-
ful Domhnall de Barra,” it
would not have been possi-
ble without the help of
FAS, particularly that of Pat

Cotter and Joan Collins,
wiha woere Bhabind 12 a2l ths



