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By COLM WARD

A REVIEW group
has been appointed
to oversee the inves-
tigation into the
provenance of the
works of art in the
Hunt Museum in the
wake of allegations
that the collection
may contain works
looted by the Nazis.

The group will oversee
the work of museum staff
in examining in detail the
origin of each piece in the
museum.

It will be chaired by
Sean Cromien, former sec-
retary of the Department
of Finance, and includes
Michael Ryan, president
of the Royal Irish Acade-
my and director of the
Chester Beatty Library:
Dr Anne -Kelly, director of
Arts Administration Stud-
ies at UCD; Nancy H Yei-
de, Head of Curatorial
Records at the National
Gallery of Art, Washing-
ton DC; and Helen Wech-
sler, director of the Inter-
national and Ethics Pro-

ram of the American

useums Association.

Ms . Yeide has i ‘been

engaged - since 1997 “in rifen
provenance: research. info . “Han
the Gallery’s' collection, .

while Ms Wechsler islan
ety Bt
iniEufope:

era, T
2 The directdy of the
Hunt Museum, Virginia
Teehan, welcomed the
commission's  appoint-
ment.
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The processes are the
same as those followed b
many museums whic
contain objects of inter-
national origin; many of
the leading US museums
are engaged in the same
professional processes.

Consistent with these
practices, the outcome of
the project will be posted

on the museum's wehbsite,
“The advantages of
using this medium

include widespread ease
of accessibility and the
greatest opportunity in
reaching’ parties which
may be able to add to the
provenance information
already held. Information
gathered in this manmer
will also dssist thein
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edicated teani: working
exclusively on this project
within the museum,.
“I'm particularly lucky
in that the expertise lies

within the museum to
engage in this work and [
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provenance research pro-
Ject, it would not in any
way fulfil the require-
ments set down by profes-
sional museum organisa-
tions at international lev-
el,” she said.

There is a requirement
on the museum to estab-
lish as much information
as possible about the back-
ground to individual
objects in the collection. A
full catalogue with a pic-
ture of each object and
information on its prove-
nance will be on the web-
site by 2008,
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Hunt director -~
welcomes new
review group

down following the
appointment by the Minis-
ter of the new commis-
sion.

Ms Teehan admitted
that the past 12 months
had not been easy for the
staff and all those associ-
ated with the museum,
not only because of the
allegations but also
because of the death of
John Hunt during the
year.

“Of course, this has
been a very difficult time
for all of us: the board, the
staff, who have been extra-
ordinarily resilient in the
fact of very tough times
over the past year, the
docents (volunteers), the
friends and all those asso-
ciated with the museum.

“"But it is very impor-
tant that 1 refer to the
great support that he have
received from the people
of Limerick and the Mid-
West,"” she said.

A tangible example of
this support was the spon-
sorship from the business
community locally For
example, the cost of curat-
ing last summer's highl
successful Yeats exhibi-
tion was-over €65,000, all

(of which was raised in |
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will ‘feature works from
private collections, some
of which have never been
exhibited before. :
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Clir Eddie Wade, Cathaoirleach, Limerick County Council,
Claire Conaghan, Sean Liston, and Aine Mulcahy,
this year’s Limerick winners
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COUNTY Limerick VEC
students basked in the
glory of their incredible
achlevements at the Esat
BT Young Scientist
Competition when they
were honoured at a civie
reception in County Hall
this week.

The students, from
three different schools in
the county, brought

exceptional glory to
Americk in the

ajectient i
A anew dialect of
Patrick was entered in

the technology category,
intermediate section, and

the judgi anel
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