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GENERAL NEWS

Dolores is just like
the girl next door

By AIDAN CORR

UNNOTICED,
Dolores O'Riordan
returned to Laurel
Hill Colaiste last
week,

Alone, she retraced a
familiar route, walking,
hands in pockets, up
South Circular Road and
turning right at Laurel
Hill Avenue, The Irish-
speaking secondary
school still holds happy
memaories for the pop
star.

For a few moments she
stood outside a former
classroom before making
her way down to the
Redemptorist Church: *1
used to doss from classes
there now and then.
Nobody ever thought of
looking for me ina
church.”

Her laugh was relaxed
and natural. It came {rom
a heart laced with a
happiness that has been
hard-earned. The
Cranberries star has not
always been a
sentimentalist, but she
has changed.

Since the phenomenal
sueccess of the band, she
has been on a roller-
coaster ride through the
gometimes vicious circle
of world prominence.
Despite the adulation
rewards that go with
success, personal
happiness remained the
elusive element. For her
it was Factor X.

“Mow "ve never been
happier. 1 have learned to
control my life, to pace
myself, to realise how
lucky I am to have
achieved so much at such
a Young age.

"1 have my career, [am a
very contented and proud
mother and | have my
own identity I have
become a normal person
- again and it is preat.” she
- said.
The birth of baby Taylor
has certainly changed
this 28-year-old and she
admits that marriage has
helped bring happiness to
her life. Now she is
excited at tthlruspE'ct of
Christmas and the arrival
of Santa to the

O Riordan-Burton
household. L
“Both Taylor and my
shepeon,
nothing else these days.
Taylor is very cute now
and looking at him
reminds me of my own
days as a child. I always
huueﬂ Christmas and still

0,

“Even though I was the
pungest of a very large
amily, this time of the

ar was always special
r me. 1 stopped loving -

Christmas when | was

about 18. It was the start

of my rebellious stage.’

By the time she was 14,

Dolores and the family
had moved to three
different houses in
County Limerick: “We
lived first in a housing
ectate in Patrickswell and
the house burned down.
It was on St Bridget's Day,
February 1, 1978. I still
remember that, The
Limerick Leader did a
story on it at the time.
Then we moved (o
Bohermore and finished
up in Ballybricken,
“There are some thin
that I don't want to tatk
about. There was a lot of
sadness in my life in my
late teens and T held a lot
{ | of bitterness and

4 | regentment in my heart
m | About that for o number

anny, talk abbut® %

memories.”
Dolores blames the early
yressures following the
rst years of success of
the band as the cause of
the illness that almost
finished her career.
“We were very young
when we hit the top of
the charts in the States. |
was only 22, The whole
thing was like a dream
and we got carried away
with the success. We
wanted to kKeep on
touring and playing
evervwhere, We just
could not say no. Industr
people put an awful lot o
pressure on you when
there is money to be
made. Now we play when
we want to play and we
are all enjoying it more
than ever.”
With all four members of
the band now married,
the Cranberries are
regarded as reclusive in
the pop scene.
“We don't socialise after
concerts. We perform,
pack up and go back to
our hotel. We don't go to
parties and don't really
mix with the roclk set.
We're just normal
Limerick people . We are
rivate people and we are
appy, healthy and sane. |
feel sad at times that we
do not get the recognition
in this country that is
due to us for our e
achievements. Maybe it 15
because we are not from
Dublin.”
Dolores could also have
included the words
extremely wealthy. To
date the Cranberries have
sold close on 33 million
albums. Their second
album sold a stunning 14
million while current
sales of their latest one,
Bury the Hatchet, are
now close to three
million.
The Cranberries have
been together for over 10
vears and it is now five
years since their first
single, Linger, made then
a household name on
both sides of the Atlantic
Their current European
tour has been 90 per cent
booked out. 12,000 ’
attended their concert in
the Wembley Arena last
Sunday week in London,
15.000 saw the band play
in Paris and the German
venues are also sold-out.
“We were not too happy
Wit the bass sound.in
embley but
Birmingham the
following night was
perfect. Last night we |
played in Strasbourg and
on this Friday we are in
Madrid. Our single has
hardly been plaved in
Britain but we are still
packing out our concerts.
A lot of mistruths have
been printed about us
and there are some
publications that I won't’
talk to now. Some quotes
have been taken out of
context.
“I still love to speak Irish
whenever [ can. When we
lived in Dingle I spoke
Irish quite a lot with the
locals.™ :
Last weel, Dolores
purchased a crib for her
new home in Kilmallock:
*I bought it in the Jesuit

L3

Dolores O'Riordan: | feel sad at times that we do not get the recognition in
this country that is due to us for our achievements

This Saturday the.
Cranberries play their
first Irish concert smce
1994 when they appear at
Millstreet.

understand the true
meaning of Christmas.
When yvou come from a
Christian home you
never lose the basics.”

Church in the Crescent. It
is a small, timber crib
and [ have put it in a
prominent place so that
Taylor can get to
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Bazaar

A CHRISTMAS bazaar
takes place in Kilmurry
Church Arts Centre on
Sunday, December 19,
from 12.30-5.30pm.

Mulled wine and mince
pies will be served. A car-
ol service will take place
in the centre that evening
at §pm.
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From LAURA RYAN in
Millstreet

LIMERICK’S most famous

proved to 6,000 fans in Mill-
street at the weekend that
Christmas is indeed the best

time for Cranberries.

The Dublin critics who knocked
the band since the release of their
latest album had to eat humble pie
this week after Limerick’s biggest
music exports made a triumphant
return to the Irish live scene.

Green and white Limerick flags
waved proudly over the Greep
Glens Arena as Dolores O'Riordap
proclaimed, “It's good to be back

The band kicked off their g
minute set, their first Irish gig ip
over two years, with the hit sjy.

i, PR o, SRR g

rocker, Dolores O'Riordan;
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Kieran Likely, Castleconnell; Lovise Mulcahy,
Redgate, and Clir Joe Leddin and his wife, Cara,
Alphonsus Street

Enin}ring the Cranberries concert in Millstreet, Gerry Doyle, Rhebogue; Margaret Flannery, South Circu-
i Dave Wallace, Mungret; Sean ‘Doc” O Doherty, Claring; Irene Griffin, Dooradoyle, and Melis-

Cranberries
live up

to their
promises. ..

rent album, Bury the Hatchet.

Dolores bounded around the
stage dressed in a short silky blue
dress, and black biker boots
before changing into black leather
trousers and a cerise tank top.

The trousers were swappedp fora
full length orange skirt before the
end of the night when Dolores
grabbed a Limerick flag from the
crowd and waved it proudly as the
crowd erupted into tremendous
applause.

he audience reacted widely to

the band's cover of the Fleetwood
Mac classic, Go Your Own Way
and the finale song, Dreams
attracted a similar reaction.

Although the set was well-
designed, a disappointing sound
set-up made it difficult to hear
Dolores speaking between songs
and the occasional microphone
feedback hindered an otherwise
excellent performance.

David Walsh, Ennis Road; Jean Torpey, Meelick;
Orla Fitzgerald, Dublin Read and Kate Torpey,
Sexton Street

Alderman Peter Pow-
er enjoying the Cran-
berries gig

A surprisingly lukewarm reac-
tion greeted the performance of
the Napper Tandy's, aka Jon Ken-
ny and Pat Shortt, of D'Uneverthe-
less who nevertheless kept the
crowd in good humour before the
Cranberries arrived on the stage
at 9pm.

A large Limerick contingent
had made the trip to the North
Cork town for the gig includin
city councillors, Joe If_I.EI.']L"Iin ang
Peter Power,

And a fleet of buses ferried con-
cert goers back to the Mid-West
when it was all over.

Most revellers were impressed
with the band’'s performance,
although a few did state they were
huplndg the band would have
played some more new material.

The concert was the final part
and only Irish date of the Cran-
berries Loud and Clear tour
which has taken them to the US
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Cover Story »

CRANBERRIES

Trailing a new album and a new contentment, DOLORES 0’RIORDAN tells STUART CLARK
about how she got rid of her hang-ups and learned to love being a pop star.

“GO OM, have a feel.”

I've been in some odd situafions, but this is the first time a
millionaire rock star has invited me to inspect her stomach. One
reason | can think of for not acceding 1o the request is thal the
midriff-ownear’s big, burly husband is shooting daggers at me from
the doorway.

Dolores O'Riordan wants har tummy prodded, though, and I'd be
{aiing in my journalistic duties if | was to refuse.

“Not bad for someone who's had a kid,” laughs the 28-year-old,
whao's only a couple of bottles short of a six-pack. To indulge in a bit
ol Hello-speak, O'Riordan is a woman who's finally leamed how to
enjoy her celabrity. While never in my experience the "'l schweem
and I'l sechweem and I'lf schweem” prima donna the tabloids made
her oul 1o be, it was obvious on meating her three years ago that
she was underweight and over-stressad. Our familiarity doesn’t
extand 1o me sticking her on the weighing-scales, but since then
sha's pul on at least 8 or 9 Ibs and is poaitively exuding good
health. She's also swapped har severa crop for a glam blonde bob
which makes her look decidedly more femining. If that's nol a
politically incomect thing o say . .

“It probably is,” sha laughs, “but, yeah, | do fesl more feminine
and like my old self again. When | came off the Te The Faithiul
Departed tour, | thought I'd never sing again. | really hated singing
and | really hated what had become of the band because it was just

)
ANT

a waakness they kind of pounce and | was weak i!' @
there were all of these malicious rumours going a

These included talk of temper tantrums, mnm
Burton and going on stage in Gﬂmtjl'aam
Sport had to cough up £5,000 for that pnrﬂpuhr
stiil the tele-photo lenses remained. nutﬂﬂhhﬂt Y
Meanwhile, Ihere was no respite on the artistic

a work machina. Every day, every hour, there was something -
avery UK and mahrauiawurpmmm‘lh?h_

scheduled. It was just so crazy, | couldn't sleep.

“So 1 kind of got consumed {by things} on the third album, and we .o icinus asides were reserved for
just over-toured and over-worked and | got bumned out. We were Shot John Lennon’ which will ba w -
thinking of splitting up and not making any more records because |,
wea, ware all so sick of it.” = T

Echoing those sentiments later on, guitarist Noel Hogan talks of
being, “totally disiliusioned with the whole thing. It reached the point
where we didn't care about selling another million records, we just
wanted some time off to enjoy ourselves. I'd be sat there in a 5-star
hotel romanticising about when | was on the dole, because at least
than | got to go on the piss with my mates. The buzz we'd always
got from playing live was gone and we wera hardly talking to each
other.”

Realising that they were aboul to implode, the Cranberries pulled
a major North American tour and headed back to Limerick for
copious amounts of pint-guafiing, and spanding the whole of the
next day in bed recovering. The record company were distinctly
unimpressed, but as Dolores stresses, "Il was really important to
take a break. It made me realise that } don't have 1o kill mysel
working any more. Maybe I'm allowed to have fun, Maybe | can
have a life outside of the band. Maybe | don't just have to be a
singer and spend the rest of my lite being judged and criticised,
bacause at that stage the media were doing my head in. If thay see
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Wt ﬂmwwmwlm you're in a
ﬂmhmw You watch CNN and go,

i, 'm going lo-wrile a song aboul this." So
@ sad old rock star, viewing the world from a hotel

*nl-m it comes to talking about her marriage,
Don there are times she might have gone

i your life where you've done the dating and
usl want the one big love thing. It really helps if
-_ Wind you that loves you unconditionally, and

it you go through, they're always there and take
myrnuruplnnddmms but that person is
- ﬁMran

tiering m“mwu ‘Poor Little Rich Girl

1 8ot about reclaiming her life. First on the
Hi:lu:liurm just outside of Kilmaliock in
'.__ hich can only be described as palatial. The

spread Includes her own studio and rehearsal stage,
st ﬁrpul:ﬁ‘lnﬁ.lﬂdnyawrhwlm the Cranberries,

jet off too easy.”

hthln 1o kiss her son, Taylor, goodnight.

.'Ihmwhmuhmuﬁﬂn'ﬁnmhamﬂmam. sha

L “The house in Kerry was beautiful, but every single day

"h.l'huumnﬂngupﬂnd:lllhu:pmpmmm

: .ﬂ'mhmmmMETlmhmngm

Pl W-ﬂlwﬂmme:hmdaymﬂmu
Hl#ﬂ*!:ﬂlﬂ "Look, this is a private residence’, and

-mﬁlﬂ.ﬂm“lmiﬂvﬁlﬂammhﬁwmﬂ
‘alone.” So | guess | had to get a house somewhere quieter with less
H;I;IH _Hll'ﬂ‘!lwilﬂ becausa it's generally farmers and there's no

The plathora of gold discs on the wall and crate of vintage
champagne in the comer are a reminder that there's an upside 1o
this rock star lark. One of the richesl women in the country,
O'Riordan could relire lomomow and never have to worry where her
naxt bottle ol Dom Perignon's coming lrom,

“I'm giad | joined the band when | did bacause | don't think I'd
have accompilished so much otherwise.” she acknowledges. "It
mnhhhﬂlhmaw—rmﬂ?wmymnm
a-hall. The band have sold 28 millon albums wordwide: it's our
fourth album and we're doing it purely for the music. We've dona
h“ﬁuﬂﬁﬂhhmmmmum
-about that. I's reafly nice that afler everything that's happened,
‘songwriting and being in a band is still really fun. And | mean being
in & rock band where you're in control of everything — the videos,
the clothes, the songs, everything.”

Whila the O'Riordan family fitted off to their other home in
Toronto, Noel Hogan indulged in a six-month orgy of waiching
daytime TV and strolling info town to get bladdared with his mates.,

I just sat there with the remote control going, "Great, Emmerdals!”
he laughs. 7| didn’t do anmything for months and months. but then |
mwﬂummmwmmmw It
didn't register at the time but what | was doing was going back to
how wa usad 1o work in the beginning. Everybody Else is Doing i,

‘the worst crime, | think they
ould be castrated. | just think that
)eople who sexually abuse children

So Why Can't We? came about as a result of me sticking a tape-
recorder in front of my guitar at home, and giving the tapas to
Dolores. The oniy differance with Bury The Hatchet is that | had to
gel them couriered over 1o her in Canada.”

A couple of m&mmwmcm“mm
in business.

"Doloras had also been writing, 3o with her pregnant and unable
lo travel, we couriered ourselves over to Toronto to do some
demos,” Hogan continues. “As soon as we heard the playbacks it
was, ‘Right, we have to do another album._”

Out this week, Bury The Haichet is probably the record the band
would've made if Everybody Eise Is Doing it had fliopped and

they'd been given a claar run al the follow-up. Having been rather
ovar-gymnastic with her vocals on To The Fafthful Deparfed,
Dolores keeps things nice and simple and demonstrates on ‘Just
My Imagination' that she’s stiil capable of sending whole cold fronts
down spines. The same goas for the subject matter which is mainly
straightforward retationship stutl. The notable exception is ‘Fee Fi
Fo' which with lines like “How can you gef your satisfaction from the
body of a child?/You're vile/You're sick”, is a scathing attack on
child abuse.

“It's the worst crime,” she says unequivocally. "I think thay should
be castrated. | just think that people who saxually abuse children
get off too easy. They get back out after a couple of weeks
bacausea, 'Oh, he's psychologically ill." Which | can understand, but
then people gel thrown in the can for eight years for smoking dope
or something. | think the system is kind of weird that way. It
hammers people who are doing hammiless things while thesa

parverts, thase paedophiles, are shown leniency.”

You don't have to agree with Dolores’ opinions 1o find it
rafreshing that she has them. Ever since Sinéad O'Connor was
crucified for tearing the Pope up on the telly, there’s been a
reluctance among Irish artists to say anything that may impact on
their racord sales. That includes going against the libaral grain, as
O'Riordan did when she condemned abortion.

"l think Sinéad's pretty cool.” she says. “She's Irish and
outspoken — sometimes 1o a point where it's her own undoing = but
al least sha's original and does her own thing. Sha's not a sale
Mary O'Shea kind of head. She's a litle bit crazy sometimes, |
guass, but | think we all are.

“{As for what | said} | can understand people having 1o have
abortions when they get raped or whatever. In certain situations,
grand, but still | don’t like the idea of a baby being sucked out and
thrown into a bucket squealing and crying. It's sick. | think, as wall,
that they shouldn't abort foetuses alter a certain amount of ime
because they do start moving. | had a baby so | know. II's one of
those things where I've always sald what | thought. | could never
not give a toss, yknow?"

Doas she agree with whal Sindad says about women having a
tougher time of things in the business than men?

"l was naver a man so | don't really know! It's debatable. Maybe
from her shoes it's harder, bul from mine it's kind of handy because
if you know how to play it propery you can use it to your advantage.
You can always sit back and say to your husband, 'Honay,
everything's falling apart out there, can you fix it?' Because you're
the woman you can sit inside. So | like to sit back and play the lady
thing. | enjoy baing a woman.”

A lurther insight into her sexual politics comes later on when she
observes that, “You're always best (o play the sweet Colleen, if you
can. You catch more flies with honey than you do with shite. "

While not much gone on role models, Dolores admits 1o being
taught the prime women-in-rock directive by Tanya Donnelly and
the rest of Bally.

"Tanya was the first time I'd met a female on the road,” she
enthuses, “and it was jus! so nice having giris around because up
till then it had always been boys. The bass player — she used to
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play with that punk band L7 — was a crazy rock ‘n’ roll babe, and it
was groal seding her and thinking, 'Hey she’s worse than the guys.
Cooll’ They ware really well able to deal with whatever happens
when you're on'stage and you're a female.”

As possibly the only Irish woman that every American leanagar
could name, does Dolores have any sense of representing her
country or her gender?

‘| guess | feel more like an ambassador for mysell, but as far as
Irish women go, | reprasent them pretty well because I'm not totally
crazy and I'm not too conservative. I'm kind of in the middle of the
road. I'm pretty normal, really.”

Well, as normal as someone who's sold 28 million records can
be. O'Riordan’s face doasn't so much cloud as storm over when,
as a throwaway aside, | suggest that the Cranberries have paved
thie way for The Garrs.

“I don’t like their music. | don't like peopla who pul skid-li-ay into
rock or pop. To me, it has to be aither trad or rock. Mixing things is
like, 'duvuurghl® | hate if,

| went to see Riverdance in England and was pretty imprassed.”
she continues: "l thought it would be kind of tacky, but it's weall
done. It's very, vary traditional which I'can handle much better than
gomething ke The Corrs. I°s easier (0 do skid-li-ay becausa you
grew up with it IYs-an easy trade off, and foreign people like it
because il's diferent for them. For me, it's a bit cheesy 1o.do thal.
Trad is trad and that's it. It's way more challenging to do
presentable global rock which appeals o pecple averywhere.”

What about the pre-Riverdance bouts of Irish dancing that
Dolores used to treat American audiences 107

"It was something that | grew up with and thought, ‘Hey, maybe 1'll
do a2 bit of skipping round the stage here for two seconds 1o make
the show more interesting.’ | was never a genius, though, when it
came 1o lrish dancing.”

Four years |s a long time to be out of action, but with kindred
splrits like Alanis, Jewel and Ani DiFranco dominating the American
charts, the Cranberries should be abiea to pick up where they left off
in the States, They may have a tougher time of things in Europe — a
guest appearance at the MTV Awards in Milan demonstrated 10
Dolores just how much the musical landscape has changed.

“Whan wa ook tha career-break, there were a lot more rock 'n'
roll bands on the scene, and now it's weaird bacause it's like a differ-
entworld. It's full of polished bovs and girls with not a lot of talent,
Just three years beforehand, | remember doing the MTV Awards in
Mew York, and Metallica were thera and Alanis Morissette was
there. Maybe the scene is just really diferent in Europe.

“There was one band {in Milan} that kept screaming, "‘Clecpatra,
comin’ alchyal’, and it was like, 'Okay, you've said it, now stopf.
ﬁ:ﬁnﬂv. | found Rammstein the best performers. They wera inter-

Rin kool

Does she think that Massive were right to give Fergie the bird?

“Giod, that girl gets such a hard timal,” she sympathises. "I would-
n't do that to anybody. If somebody put their hand out to shake
mine, | wouldn't pull it away unless | had a personal grudge. | think
that Masshve Attack thought it was a set up, and that sormeane was
taking the piss out of them by doing that. It was strange having
someona like her presenting an award bul, at the same time, | don’t
hawve anything against her."

. 2

The Cranbamias: aven Phil Collins reckons they rock

Thare was a far more civilised atmosphere in November whan tha
Cranberries journeayed to Oslo for the presentation of the 1998
Mobel Peace Prize. While not quite in the Marilyn Manson league,
the band caused constermnation amang the suits and twin-sets when
they launched into Bury The Halcher's flagship single, 'Promises’,
Whatever about Gerry Adams' mob, here were the Cranberrias
steadfasily refusing to decommission their guitars.

"I thought it was really nice because |'ve always had respect for i,
and associated it with Ghandi and things like that. When we got to
the venue A-ha were on stage, and that was pretty weird because |
used to be & fan of theirs. It was like being a kid, except I'd gotten
older now and was in a band. Phil Collins was there and said we
rocked bacause wa did 'Promises”. | tell you, 'Promises’ live is so
loud. Thera were all these people with dickie-bows and stuff, and it
was like 'woooooaght!™

Forget Montessori, Dolores O'Riordan is very much from the rock
'n" roll school of parenting. Young Taylor can plead as much as he
wants, bul there's no way ha's going to be bought one of those boy
or girl band records,

“Absolutaly no way,” his mother shrieks in horror, "They'ra barred,
If he wants to listen 10 Boyzone and the Spice Giris, he has to do it
in his room. He's not allowed 1o listen to it in front of me. I'm sure
they'ra lovely people but | can't handle that kind of music. It hurs
my Gars in a big way.”

Thera's no need 1o sit on the fence.

“That Ronan Kealing guy — eeeeaurgh, he's just o bland, Why
does someone who's 22 want 1o sound like they're 1027 | know I'm

going to have lots of girls shouting "bitch” at me, but it's product not
music.”

Mindful of just how fucked up the last Cranberries world tour
left her, Dolores is insisting on promoting Bury The Hatchet in
handy bite-size chunks. No trip away from home will Iast for more

cathal pawson
— A DECADE IN MUSIC

A UNIQUE COLLECTION OF BOTH PORTRAIT AND LIVE MUSIC
PHOTOGRAPHY FEATURING THE MOST MEMORABLE ACTS OF

THE PAST TEN YEARS.

TEMPLE BAR MUSIC CENTRE

FOR FURTHER DETAILS CALL

FROM APRIL 15TH. AT THE KYNTRICH GALLERY

Cathal Dawson has been Hot Press' leading live music photographer over the past ten
years. During this time, he has amassed an astounding collection of photographs of the
world’s leading recording artists both during their performances and offstage in Ireland.
In this collection, Cathal presents 40 of his favourite shots for exhibition at

The KYNTRICH GALLERY. The exhibition runs from April 15th.

Keith Rennick @ The KYNTRICH GALLERY 670 9202 or
Sharon Connelly @ Hot Press 679 5077

than a month, and therg'll be a couple of axtra O'Riordan's on the
bus.

“Tha nipper's coming everywhere with Mama,” she confides. “I've
already done publicity in LA and New York, and it's so different to
walk into my hotel room and have my son and my mum and my
husband there. It's like, "This is nice. | feel human. | have a family.'
It's so much better than being on stage and having this kind of fake
love, and then going into a hotel room and getting really dapressed
because it's so quiet and dead and you can't go out because the
fans are in the lobby and you're stuck in a kind of prison or some-
thing.”

Asked about his bandmate’s more relaxed approach to life, Nosl
Hogan smiles and says, "Motherhood agrees with her. When things
started going wrong three years ago, all any of us had to focus on
was the band. Getting married 1o Don and having Taylor has mada
her realise that there’s life outside of music. I've known her 10
years and sha's never been happier.”

Dolores is certainly at her most animated when talking about
Taylor who, celebrity mum or not, is going to go to the local national
school and muddy his knees playing GAA.

"I'll raise my son in Iredand, yeah. | think it's a great place for kids
to grow up. As countries go, it doesn't have a very high crime rate
and it doesn’t have a lot of viclence. My mum takes him to church
all the time. so sha's doing the religious stuff. | like the idea of him
getting first communion and confirmation beacausa | got it. It's nice
to give your kids something to baelieve in, spiritually.”

Tha spirit concerning her now is the one she was imbibing far too
frealy last night at Limerick's swankiest drinkerie, The Globe.

“I've got two inches of make-up on and [ still iook like shit,” she
growls In very un-mumsy fashion. ‘That's what life's about, though.

Bt it? Geing out with your friends and getting pissed.”
We'll drink to that! m




