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Are you dancing?’ Relive

UL LR VY STELLA BALLROOM: EXHIBITION CELEBRATING SHOWBAND ERA IN
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AN EXHIBITION marking
Limerick's proud dancehall
hecitage will launchin Limer-
ickcity this Saturday.

Are You Pancing? - Bemem-
bering Limerick's Dancehalls
15 a bwo week exhibition in
the Stella Baliroom will fea-
ture photographs and othee
memarabilin from Limee-
iek's dansing past, spanning

froem Ehae Late 18503 right up |

to the showhond era of the
705,

Showband star Tommy
Drennan along with the edi-
torof Limerick's Rock'n'Raoll
Clubypublication TheGolden
Eraoflrish Showhnnds, Pad-
dy Brennan, will launch the
exhibition and OrERNisers
have promised a host of un-
torgeitable stortes will bere
counted throughaut theday,

Limerick®s Creative
Communitiea chair Karen
O Bannmell S Cannerwill al-

“The exhibition will
bepersonableand
relevant tothose

who remember the
Dancehall Days”

sospeakat the launch.
Locals who frequented
‘danees’ have eontributed
personl photographstaken
at such iconic city locations
as Todsie's, The Stella, Jet-
landand Cruises Hotel along
with a host of others will be
on dizgplay for the duration,
Exhibition arganising
manager Bavid Studer ex-

plained that visitors to the |

oxhibition will virtually re-
live the special atmosphere
ofthose doys before entering
the ballroorm at the Stella.

As visitors pass the box-
office the mumble from a
by ballroom hasbeen faith-
fully recreated by soundengi-
neersand as they movecloser
1o the ballroom eniranoe the
sy sound of afull roomwill
el pmp:l‘-:-ﬁﬁi.\'l.']:.rhm:r!rn

Todsie's 1959 Michael, Rita Drew, Ger Cusack, Patyy Prendergast, Tomy Kiglyand others Pl s Ciriach,

5t.John's Pavilfion 1963 Mary Flanagan, Michae] Tully, Patsy Tullyasd Pat 0'Regan

“Theboys used tosit

Atimeline of images will
line the route along with
newspaper cuttings of the
day und four original adver-
tising posters,

The exhibition will in-
cludea sound and visual dis-
play reliving the dances and

ononesideand girls
ontheother

someone would ask:
‘Areyoudancing?™

Prtare: Joan Garry

includes o life-size image of
The Monarchs - Limerick's
first professional showband

-with theirmusic playing in |

the background.

The exhibition will also
feature some of the Lim-
crick acts that toak to the

the city’s dancehall days

Brenda Carroll, Pat 0'Cannor and Ann Bafly ot the Stefia Ballroom, Ars
you Duncing?- Remembering Limerick's Dancatalis the exhibits

‘taioes placo 31 the Stelka from Saturdsy Jona 18

stage during those heady
days, including the Johnny
McMahon and Bud Clancy
Orehesiras and stars like
Tammy Dreénnan.

Mr Studer expressed his
thanks to the Bird farmily for
lbowing them the use of the
Stella tohost the exhibition.

The highlight of the twa-
week event will be o dance
day onSunday June 22, from
%.30-5.30pm al a specially
construeted marques com-
plete with dance floor at 5t
John's Square,

This free emily event will
feature music from The Ka-
dillacs with Bryan Meehan
of the Monarchs headlining
and witvo will be jobned at the
concert by Margaret Ring
and Michael Shortt, plus

Pieters Pal TConace

Tommy Drennan, Denis Al-
lemand Shawn O Deawd. “Daap-
ing thedamess, the boysused
sl ononeside and the girls
on the other and somesne
wonld ask: Areyou dancing®

"I don't know if we'll go
to recreating that bat we'll
relive the days with dances
like the Jive, Faxtrot, Twist,
Waltzes and the two step.”
said MrStuder

Thee festival is one of over
1w becally organised projects
forr Limerick’s City of Culture

| under thoe wmbrells title of

Made In Limerick.

For more information
contact the organising
committes on 661-419388

or visit the Faceheok page
Limerbekdancehalls,



