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By SHANE FOLEY

IT WAS BILLED as “~ Lark
in the Park” and, believe me, it
certainly lived up to its rather
light-hearted, fun-filled title.
This was a day for far more
than lovers eof the best that
Limerick rock music had to
offer — it was a day for all the
family.

Entire households turned out to
oak up the superb sunshine, relax
n the magnificent setting of the
Peoples Park and, oh, let's not
forget — enjoy the music!

All the ice-cream, refreshments
and good weather in the world
wouldn’t have mattered had the
bands not done their stuff, as it
were, After all, this was another
big show-case performance for all
the bands involved.

People who usually wouldn’t
bather, or just couldn’t, get to see
I ick’s finest performing were
going to be there — eight to ten
thousand to be precise—and, asis
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I can't help feeling that each and
every band did themselves proud
on the day and even the most
super-critical of the audience was
surely limited to very minor and
petty complaints.

I, unfortunately, due to my total
disrzgard for punctuality on the
day, missed the first two bands —
PRIVATE WORLD and UP THE
DOWNSTAIRS.

PRIVATE WORLD got the
show underway and, by all
accounts, went down a treat. The
band have just released their
debut single “The Blue Gem Sea”
which was very well received and
is doing good business for them. [
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A section of the large crowd enjoying the L

done the business— a marvellous-
ly modern sounding performance.
They are a band surely destined
for bigger things.

THE GROOVE were the
second last of the local bands to
play. Now just a four-piece and
featuring two sets of brothers —
the Healys and the Cheevers —
they produced a far more hard-
hitting, rock-solid sound than I
was used to hearing them play.
Their two singles “Blue Blue
Monday” and “Preachers Para-
dise” went down very well as did
“Eyes Of The World” and an
excellent version of “Shoutin’ At
The Scream” to finish with,
Guitarist Alan Cheevers later told
me that they have “another single
on the boil which will hopefully be
followed by an album™.

The band that probably a large
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Faul Hea%y, lead vocalist with
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later spoke with Declan Hogan,
bass player with the band, and he
told me that they were “extremely
happy with their performance aad
were glad that the single was
received so well”.

Next on were UP THE DOWN-
STAIRS who were also accordecl a
very favourable reaction by the
very knowledgable and apprecia-
tive audience. Speaking to Ian
McNamara, the band’s drummer,
backstage he toid me that the lads
were “happy enough the way
things went and the main thing
was that the crowd seemed lo
enjoy it”. Fans of the band will be
happy to hear that there is a good
Egssibi!ity of a single release

fore the end of the year.

I arrived at the Park gates &s
Eamonn Hehir, lead singer with
TOUCANDANCE, was powering
through the very excellent “Green
Eyes”. As | got nearer it was guite
evident tha* this band’s perform-
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Clive Cheevers, drummer with The Groove, goes through his
paces.

majority of the crowd came to see
TUESDAY BLUE — were the
last local band to take the stage.
Lorcan Murray of 2 FM fame,
while heralding the arrival of the

ance would take some beating.
“Strange Kitchen”, “Faith, Home
And Duty” and “New Tipperary”
all followed to much deserved
applause. Eamonn & Co. had

Limerick band Toucandance

Eamonn Hehir, lead vocalist w
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performing on the very well |aid out stage in the Peoples Park.

band, said that “this gig, in front of
the local crowd, meant more to
the lads than their recent tour of
the States”. The tracks taken from
Shibumi, their just relesed debut
album, such as “Cut And Dry”,
“Open Your Eyes” and “Love Me
Simple” had the crowd in an
overwhelmingly enthusiastic
mood. The performance, as ex-
pected, was totally slick, absolute-
ly powerful and ultimately profes-
sional. They ended with a very
good track called “Soul Of My
Soul” and, when finished, re-
ceived a thunderous and much
deserved ovation.

Dublin-based rock band NO
SWEAT made an unannounced
special guest appearance and
performed three songs, much to
the delight of the young rockers in
the audience. One of the three was
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their recent, very successful, de-
but single “Heart And Soul”
which probably, I think, got the
loudest cheer of the day. Auto-

Tuesday Blue {I. to r.): Ralf Lindheim, bass; Mike Ryan, vocals, and
Dave Keary, guitar.
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graph hunters were not dis-
appointed as all the band very
willingly obliged and they must
surely have made many new fans

Nc Sweat (1. to r.): Declan Morrell, drums; Paul Quinn, vocals; Jon
Angel, bass; Paul J. Smith, keyboards; Dave Gooding, lead guitar,
and Jim Phillips, guitar.

with their rather carefree and
pleasant attitude.

Galway band THE STUNNING
brought the show to a very lively
and exciting finish. They seem to
be a very dance-orientated and
exciting act who have a very big
and loyal following throughout
the country. They certainly have
the Limerick audience on their
side if this performance was
anything to go by.

All in all it was a really
marvellous day which will be
talked about for some time to
come. Lorcan Murray, who intro-
duced all the bands in his own very
energetic and enthusiastic
fashion, had this to say of the
Lark: “It's been an incredible day
and I'm glad that everything was
so successful. We couldn’t have
asked for any more — superb
weather, a great crowd and music
of the highest quality”.

Finally, if you didn't attend — I
hope you're sorry now. Ah well,
there's always next year!



