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THOUSANDS
FOR ROCK

LIMERICK

THOUSANDS are ex-
pected to attend a musical
extravaganza in Limerick
city next month, the likes
of which have never been
seen in the Mid-West re-
gion before.

It is all part of Limerick’s
forthcoming summer festival.

The festival, which runs
from June 19th to 21st, is
organised by Junior Chamber
in association with the City

Centre Traders, with spon-
sorship from uinness.

‘Krack’

This “Krack on the Quay” is
to be staged on Saturday
evening, June 20th, commenc-
ing at 7.30 p.m., and takes the
form of a free open-air concert
in the tranquil surroundings of
Merchants Quay and the
recently restored Potato
Market.

A top line-up of local artists
have been engaged to enter-
tain a varigd auﬁcnoe. with a
mixture of jazz, , rock,
folk, etc., in fom'po urs of
non-stop music.

With the wealth of musical
talent residing in this region,
the concert organisers had no
shortage of groups to choose
from. Appearing are Celtic
Fusion, The Groove, Guin-
ness Jazz Band, Private

CONCERT IN

World, Southjll Connection,
Toucan Dance, The O’Mal-
leys, and others.

Said a spokesman: “The
festival organisers feel that it is
n;?:; important “t,h allow these
talented artistes the e?osure
thev deserve. Who knows,
perhaps, one day will do
us proud on the world stage?
In the meantime, they can be

seen free in Limerick on June
20th™.

We use our city library more
than most—survey

A MAJOR survey of the
market for books in Ire-
land has been published.
The survey which incorpo-
rates Limerick reveals for
the first time the pattern of
book readership in this
country.

A total of £56m was spent
on books in 1985, the most
recent year for which figures
are available. This represents
£14.60 per head of the popula-
tion.

Expenditure on school
books was £16.4m or £1'3!v.3l;

r pupil in primary schoo
gﬁd p£§6.6() pl:r stndent at
secondary level. Expenditure
on books in the UK is almost
one-third higher at £21.68 per
head of the population.

The Report shows that
when inflation is taken into
account the market for books
has actually declined in
volume terms by about 7%
since 1983. Household ex-
penditure on books other than
school books is lower as a
proportion of fotal expendi-
ture than is the case in the
USA, France or the UK.

One in three Irisi people
claimed to be reading a book
at the end of 1986, but women
are greater readers than men;
37% of women surveyed were
reading as against 30% of
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: boékshasdmpbcdverysharp-

ly sinee 1983.

The Report shows that the
average price paid for a book
at the end of 1986 was £3.45
and almost 80% of books
purchased were paperbacks.

The factor which most influ-
ences a decision to buy a book
is the reputation of an author,
Display in a bookshop or
other outlet and recommenda-
tion of a colleague or friend
are more important than press
reviews or advertising.

The influence of radio and
television on book purchases
was foumi:o beless mﬂt:lc ntial
than arly imagined.

'Ihi,o [Fndingythat k sales
are influenced more by cover-
age in the printed media than
radio and television is consis-
tent with earlier research in
France and Holland.

Market

The educational market, at
over £16m retail value, is an
important sector of the book
trade in Ireland. Irish pub-
lishers supply approximately
85% of this market. The
Report projects that the fali-
ing i!itt!l rate will begin to
reflect in market size for
schoolbooks during the early
1990's.

The sale of school books
represents 72% of the total
turnover of all books pub-
lished in Ireland. The survey
vaunale that Trich nublishers of

levels of reading and book
purchase in Ireland may be
explained by lower levels of
education and disposable in-
come m hthose in countries
with ich comparison is
usually made such as Great
Britain and USA. However,
as the ecffect of wuniversal
secondary education extends
through the population and as
incomes rise, then the demand
for books may be expected to
rise also.

The Report warmns that
experience in other countries
shows book reading has de-
creased with the greater varie-
ty of television available. As
multi-channel reception cx-
tends within Ireland over the
next few years, this factor ma
retard any increase in bool
reading, mlrmved marketing
of books will become critically
important as competition for
leisure time increases from
television and other forms of
recreation.

Statistician

The Report was compiled
by Dr. Francis Fishwick;
Reader in Managerial Econo-
mics at the Cranfield School of
Management. He has an inter-
national reputation as a stat-

and has already co ted
similar or ﬂl:lﬁm-
an Commission and in the
, the USA and Australia.
The Report is published by
the Irish Books Marketing
Group which was founded in
1982 immediately after the
%g of VATbo hn:hehooké.
resenting bot pub-
lishing and book-selling indus-
fries it co-ordinates various
marketing initiatives.
Publication of the Report
has been funded entirely by
financial contributions g'om
the book trade in Ireland and
the UK.

Fund Objects

FUND Objects is an exhibition
of small paintings and drawings
donated by members of the
Limerick Artists’ Group, All Plus
10 Sorts. ¥

The exhibition will be held at the

All Plus Ten Sorts Gallery, 20
i;'-.l]cnl ;?trec t, Limerick, from June
to 14.

The purpose of the exhibition is
to raise much needed funding for
‘the group. °

The group, who have been in
existence for a number of years,
.opened their large open-plan sty-
d10 space and foyer gallery in
September '86.
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