CAPPERCULLEN - AND A ROMANTIC

, TALE

The townland of Cappercullen is in the parish of M|
Garranbane in which s located Glensta: Abbey. Here th
since the 12th century. After the Cromwellian pl
Cappercullen passed 1o a Sir Richard Lawerence. He i
George Evans. Evans came to live

park of "red and fallow deer" in the estate. The Evans fan

urroe and is adjacent 10
¢ Mulryans had a castle
intation the estate ag
1 turn sold the lands 1o

at Cappercullen around 1680 and established g

nily continued to live a1

. Cappercullen untj 1759, The estate was then leased 10 4 Mr. Standish O'Grady,

about whom W R 1 ¢ Fanu tells a remarkable ale.

Mr. O'Grady, « widower, {ived at Cappercullen with h

Mary it seemy was the "preticst and merriost little maid
She loved 1o sii o o boteh o an old oak tree which stil] .
Glenstal Abbev, A sevenieen vears old she attergied hey

Race Ball. {1y felt in love at firsy sight with the v

1

b

eldest son of Lo Hehester, Stavordale was just ag !

!
following weeks he frequented Cappercullen, walked wig!
deerpark and spent hours Swinging on the doeugh of the olg
this young man, g fearing that Lord tehester would
marrying the daughter of
become deeply involved, decided 1o write 1o Lord Ilch
manner;

"My lord, 1 hope you will pardon the liberty I ke in

your son. My only excuse is the great interest | take in tf

fear that if he remains in Limerick he is likely to be invo

serape. I would therefore, most stron gly advise you to have

as soon as possible and ¥ 1rust 1o your honour that you w

have written 1o you, or mention 1o him the subject of this |
In a short time young Stavordale disappeared from !

received a letter of thanks from lchester, in which he promi

Prendergast to Cappereullen 1o convey his gratitude persona

Many months passed by and O'Grady noticed his daughig

paler. Her spirits were low and he feared for her health,

£

Cappercullcn, o express the thanks of Lord Ilchester. ¢
Prendergast to his home and the Col()nc['zmickly struck

Mary. Quickly realising that the girl was not well, he men

O'Grady afier some persuasion, confided the whole st
Prendergast. He explained how well he liked the young lad,

Ilchester would not allow his Son ty marry Mary and how he 3

best interest, Suddenly Prenderengt grinned and said that
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is only daughter Mary.
n all that countryside”
tands in the grounds of
farst dance, a Limerick
ung Lord Stavordale,
e struek and in (he
Mary through the o
ak tree. O'Grady liked
not stand for his soy

a poor Irish farmer and fearing that his daughter would

aster in the following

writing to you about
It young man, and my
ved in an unpleasant
him moved elsewhere
ilF not tell him that !
atier”,

Americk and O'Grady
scd 1o send a Colone]
lly.

r becoming paler an

After some months he
received a lctter from Colonel Prendergast, saying th

t he would call 1o
itady duly welcomed
P a friendship with
1oned it to O'Grady.
ory of Stavordale 1o
but that he knew Lord
cted in his daughters
he was sure Ichester

would be delighted to have Mary as a daughter-in-law, and intormed O'Grady that
he in fact was Lord lchester himself., o e

Soon arrangements were made, the young Lord Muxu:‘(ta?gl]u‘l‘un(lj(:_“ﬂ
Cappercullen. The young couple were wed and the old ouk “i,k}w ﬂslr:lflclmjm.)l
inside the main crtrance to Glenstal Abbey. Le Fanu says that u:l ]f)“%" \1 L‘l g o
vouch for the details of this story, he believes the maim tzms‘i.n‘:»c L«?t?.so ut'u‘ y[ Ln(,l.

On the same Cappercullen estate (nowd:iys the gvmund.\ Oit rl‘_fnst‘\])‘\alx{ls «1)1; o
a mass rock. This is a reminder of the days when Catholios wl'xc n()‘L' al o’\;vlal,(‘ N
practice therr religion and pricsts who satd mass wg‘rc pu:mkp by dLv&‘l‘l 1. b m:
were held in secluded areas such as the &en 'f“ Lumwx PRI _Lm :x.ot?lI \,M;ht.
posted to warn the priests and the congregation of an | m',”vul)\l'l‘.),ns Hy
soldiers. This arca at Cappercallen is to thi~ fay knows a0 Seipal™,

JOHN BOURKE - BARON OF BRITTAS

After the Norman Invasion, King John granted the forihes ;am} ‘nt (}u;r:m% 1:
Caslteconnell to William e Burgho, along wm} CXICTST, . “‘C‘\S(“)ln,({ ”‘m‘(h :)f
North cast Limerick. This clan ruled the arca for ll_vc band: ‘«. ‘ ”A:\I ”bl;]lj“;:«l”kg
this family built a large castle at Brittas, foar qnl«:x‘ 1|un: O tal, on the bank
ol the Mulkear, and carricd the ttle Baron of Brittos, o
lookmyg castle surrounded by a deep moat. - -

Towards the end of the sixteenth century, J()h-n Bowdr o o x\ nj‘ t o ot
Brittas. John was a devout Catholic and he ‘kcpl, a priest 1(1! T Tll] inn; (lfj:n,'“{i;:
there regularly. However, this was in the reign of Queen ’n o A‘u” )‘}ll.: “‘.h\,l(m.
were x,u\frxcculm throughout the country. John rclu cu' | -,ax\,.,«.‘“ E,’K.hwjmhi
nnli!\u. the other branch of his family, '!'hc(‘i‘(_rmi Burke ol to l\l:lxx ey ‘;[M
now indormed the forces of Tohn's "rreachen ™ und troops v ,‘ !\ :”l::v Lm;ltlm.

sl Joha and the
sed boe Waterford,
surcd o Clonmed,
cee s death and

tOA IMPressive

demanded that the priest he was harbouring I\w hu;nu!c\i m .
castic was laid under siege. The sicge lasted for ltllu‘vn ();x;,
pricst managed to escape dressed as old women. John nu» T
where he inended 1o get a ship for Spaa. %“w\u./cvc:, heow
sent back to Limerick, where he was lricd».‘*-.' _Inph l\n-:m ‘

was hanged, drawn and quartercd in Limeric® m 16407
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