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MY LORD, 

The associations of a History of a locality in which your Lord- 

ship must necc.rsarily take a deep interest, from the manifold ties, both 

ancient and modern, which so intimately connect you with many of the 

transactions recorded in the following pages, and your Lordship's well- 

known attainments as a scholar and antiquarian, mould, independently 

of your large possessions and eminent position in the county, remind me of 

your Lordship as the most appropriate personage to whom such a book 

should be dedicated. 

I therefore take the liberty of requesting your acceptance of n work 

of no inconsiderable toil, in which I have endeavoured, faithfully and 

impartially, to record events, the perusal of which, i t  is to be hoped, may 

both interest and instruct. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obedient servant, 

MAURICE LENIHAN. 

Limerick, February 20,1866. 



Foreword to 1991 Edition 

After a long lifetime's work as a journalist and editor, Maurice 
Lenihan died in poverty in Limerick in 1895. His major work of 'no 
inconsiderable toil', Limerick; Its History and Antiquities, was published 
in 1866 but it was not until after his death that the book began to 
attract attention. Not all of this attention was uncritical. A writer in 
The Irish Book Lover called the history 'an accumulation of undigested 
facts', adding that 'materials for a History of Limerick' would have been 
a more suitable title 'and saved it more from censure'. 

One of the attractive features of the work is in searching for an item 
and the excitement of finding some other unexpected gem. A careful 
reading of the book will reveal many little known aspects of the 
history of Limerick, often hidden away in all-embracing footnotes. 

The Jesuit historian, Francis Finegan, in his 1946-48 Studies articles, 
has made the most comprehensive study of Maurice Lenihan's life, 
including his service as a Town Councillor and Mayor of Limerick in 
1884. Though he is generous in his praise of Lenihan and his work, he 
is not uncritical: 

It would be rash to deny that Lenihan's History of Limerick, taken as a 
whole, is free from error. Indeed the wonder is that Lenihan did not 
fall into more errors than he actually did .... Occasionally, in his 
presentation of some historical episode, Lenihan wanders off to 
import some personal reminiscence of his own to the reader. Yet, 
perhaps, this very discursiveness is just one of the qualities that give 
this book its enduring charm. The outstanding fault of the History 
consists in its attempt to crowds so much matter into so small a space 
- though the book, strictly speaking, cannot be called a small book. 

Francis Finegan is even more critical of Lenihan's judgment in 
publishing the translation of a lampoon, written by Dr Thomas 
Arthur, in which Dr John O'Moloney, the seventeenth-century Bishop 
of Waloe, is castigated for hoarding a sum of £1,400 in sacks of wool. 

A cool fourteen hundred the bishop had hoarded, 
And in fleeces or wool sacks ingeniously stored it ... 

Had the bishop discharged his episcopal duty, 
My lord had no blame and the robber no booty. 

Lenihan's book is not enhanced by his ungracious and sometimes in- 
accurate carping at John Ferrar, the author of the earlier (1787) 
Histo y of Limerick. Historical studies in Limerick owe much to the ecu- 
menical Ferrar and his pioneering work. 

vii 
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Many readers will have their own stories to relate about their ex- 
plorations of the book. On one occasion, when researching the build- 
ing of New Town Pery, I spent days searching through the footnotes 
of the book only to find the information I impatiently sought in the 
body of the book. But the search was not in vain, and the author's 
prsonal recollection of his 1851 meeting with Captain Creagh vividly 
links the old and new cities and fixes the scene indelibly in the mine: 

The New Town, now the finest portion of the city, and the great 
centre of its trade, was not built for seventy years afterwards (1760). 
Meadows and carcasses then occupied the grounds down to the 
water's edge. Captain Creagh, an old and highly respectable gentle- 
man, who died some years ago in Cashel, informed me in 1851 that 
he remembered shooting snipe in Patrick-street . . . a marsh which the 
tide covered.. . . 

Like its two previous editions, this 1991 reprint of Limerick's best 
known and most valuable history is certain to become a collector's 
item. Despite its flaws and shortcomings, the book is, by any stan- 
dard, a monumental work and will continue to be read and quoted 
while the Shannon river flows through the author's adopted city. 

Jim Kemmy 
18 September 1991 
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Introduction to the 1991 Edition 

Maurice Lenihan's Limerick; Its History and Antiquities, first published 
in 1866 and reprinted in a limited edition in 1967, is the most compre- 
hensive and authoritative work on the history of the city and county. 
Its wide ranging account of the political, administrative, social and 
religious developments from earliest times to the 1860s provides an 
invaluable work of reference. While it may not quite live up to 
Lenihan's biographer, Francis Finegan's paean of 'containing every- 
thing worth knowing about Limerick from Adam to 1866', it was, for 
its time, an impressive achievement and it has not been superseded in 
the century and a quarter since its first appearance. While originally 
intended for the general reader, its extensive incorporation of rare 
source material and the author's personal observations give it an 
added importance for modern students and scholars, yet it retains its 
fundamentally popular appeal. 

Maurice Lenihan was born in Waterford in 181 1, the eldest child of a 
woollen draper, James Lenihan, and his wife, Margaret Bourke. Her 
family had originally come from County Limerick, so that his decision 
to settle eventually in the city was, in a sense, a return to his roots. The 
family appears to have been quite prosperous and, despite having 
fifteen children, his parents were able to send him to Carlow College, 
where he studied as a boarder for eight years. He chose a career in 
journalism and in 1831 started work on his cousin's newspaper, the 
Tipperary Free Press. After a two-year apprenticeship he moved back to 
his home town and joined the staff of the Waterford Chronicle. He built 
up a considerable reputation during his eight years there and in 1841 
successfully applied for the vacant position of editor of the Limerick 
Reporter. The Reporter was a liberal newspaper started in 1829 by 
James Rutherford Brown. It was a staunch supporter of Daniel 
O'Connell and the Repeal movement, a position ideally suited to Leni- 
han's political views. He took up his new post on 11 June 1841 but 
remained less than two years as editor, being lured away in 1843 by 
the prospect of an enhanced career on the more widely read and 
influential Cork Examiner. It would appear that his expectations were 
not fulfilled as he moved again within the year. He then settled in 
Nenagh where he set up his own newspaper. He had long held this 
ambition and the new location may have been due to personal factors. 
In November 1843 he married a local girl, Elizabeth Spain. The 
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Tipperary Vindicator, as he titled his new venture, gave him the 
editorial freedom to promote his personal and political opinions, 
particularly repeal of the Union. 

In 1849 he returned to Limerick where he was to remain for the rest 
of his long life. He purchased the paper he had formerly edited and 
amalgamated it with his existing publication to form the new Lim- 
erick Reporter and Tippera y Vindicator. The newspaper was originally 
produced in Denmark Street but the offices were later moved to 104 
George's (now O'Connell) Street, and eventually Lenihan was forced 
to move to smaller premises in Catherine Street. The new paper pro- 
ved very successful. The cumbersome title was rarely used in full: to 
Limerick people it was The Reporter', while in Tipperary it was The 
Vindicator'. Apart from the necessary staple diet of local news, 
Lenihan blended national and international events and commentary 
on intellectual ideas of the time, and he particularly encouraged poet- 
ry. Local writers such as John Francis O'Donnell and Michael Hogan, 
the famous Bard of Thomond, had their verses published by him. 

His involvement in politics in his adopted city began in 1853. He 
represented the Patrick Street/Custom House ward area on the muni- 
cipal council from then until his retirement from active politics in 1887 
at the age of seventy-six. He was an active councillor, taking a prom- 
inent part in debates, serving on committees and representing the 
interests of the citizens. The zenith of his career in local politics was 
reached in 1883-5 when he was elected Mayor of the city. In the wider 
political arena of his time he was a moderate constitutional nation- 
alist, though he strongly defended the rights of Fenian prisoners. He 
was a particular champion of the case for Catholic education and he 
also favoured the teaching of Irish in schools and colleges. In his most 
formative period he came under the influence of O'Connell and he 
never deviated from his ideals. On the Waterford Chronicle, he cam- 
paigned vigorously against the payment of tithes, a major source of 
tension in the 1830s. He was a firm advocate of the disestablishment 
of the Church of Ireland, which was achieved in 1869. During elec- 
tions he supported Liberal Party candidates and in the 1880s espoused 
the twin aims of land reform and parliamentary independence. 

Lenihan had an impressive range of friends among the notable Irish 
politicians and patriots of his time. Apart from his close involvement 
with O'Connell, he knew Thomas Francis Meagher, Richard Lalor 
Sheil, Michael Doheny, Honest Tom Steele and Terence Bellew Mac 
Manus. It is of interest that his friendship with the Young Irelanders 
did not end after their split with O'Connell in 1846. His scholarly 
contacts were equally impressive, numbering George Petrie, Eugene 
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O'Curry, J.P. Prendergast and C.P. Meehan among his regular 
correspondents. Many well-known priests also became his friends. 
They ranged from the intellectuals, Fr O'Hanlon of Dublin and Fr 
Matt Horgan of Cork, to the Apostle of Temperance, Fr Mathew. 
Among the hierarchy, Dr Power of Killaloe and Archbishop Leahy of 
Cashel were particularly close to him. Not all the clergy saw him in a 
favourable light however, and he incurred the public displeasure of 
such a notable figure as Fr John Kenyon, the Limerick city born Young 
Ireland priest. Among the newspaper fraternity his closest confidant 
was the influential owner and editor of the Freeman's Journal, Sir John 
Gray. Another lifelong friend was the pioneer of the Irish road car 
service, Charles Bianconi. 

Maurice and Elizabeth Lenihan had nine children - two boys and 
seven girls. In later years the family was dogged by ill health and 
steadily declining fortunes. This latter situation was caused partly by 
the financial loss suffered in the publication of the History of Limerick. 
While the book received good reviews, critical acclaim and wide pub- 
licity, sales remained small. His last years were spent in poverty living 
over the newspaper offices which had been moved to Catherine 
Street. He was forced to sell his beloved books and manuscripts, and 
five of his children predeceased him. He died on Christmas Day 1895 
and is buried in Mount St Lawrence cemetery. 

The genesis of Lenihan's History lay in a series of articles on the 
1690-91 sieges which he published in the Limerick Reporter. With the 
encouragement and guidance of O'Curry he began research for a full 
history of his adopted city, a painstaking task that took five years. He 
amassed, through purchase and borrowing, an impressive collection 
of manuscript materials which were supplemented with transaipts 
from virtually all the principal sources then extant in Britain and 
Ireland. To this documentary evidence he added his own knowledge, 
observation and valuable oral testimony, particularly from elderly 
local residents. His network of scholarly friends was particularly 
useful for the acquisition of these notes from diverse public and 
private collections. Regret-tably the publication of the Calendars of 
State papers for Ireland which began in 1860 was not sufficiently 
advanced to allow him to utilise this important material. It is clear that 
he was still acquiring documentation after the main text had been 
drafted. This is the reason for the haphazard arrangement of the book 
and the apparent inability to integrate the valuable information in the 
appendices into the overall narrative. He refers, in the preface, to the 
problem he faced in organising his notes and in avoiding a work 
which would be more correctly titled 'Historical Collections for a 
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History of Limerick'. The book, in fact, does come perilously close to 
being just that. In addition to the nine appendices, there are the 
voluminous footnotes which often take up virtually the entire page 
with a mere three or four lines of text. They not only quote sources 
and supplement the narrative but frequently provide a parallel 
chronicle of events. The central structure of the book is the basically 
chronological account of the city from its foundation to Lenihan's own 
day, which takes up about two thirds of the space. 

Inevitably in a work written in the mid-nineteenth century, some 
sections are now outdated. The first chapter, in particular, has been 
almost completely overtaken by later research. Virtually every 
statement, both in regard to political and ecclesiastical affairs, needs to 
be treated with extreme caution. A similar circumspection should be 
applied to many of the statements on the career of Brian Boru. The 
treatment of the 1690-91 sieges is factually inaccurate in places and 
generally embellished for dramatic effect. The strategically important 
crossing of the Shannon at Athlunkard by Ginkel in September 1691 is 
confused with William's fording at Annaghbeg, more than a mile 
further upstream in the previous summer. Sarsfield is given a purely 
fictional central role in the defence of the city in August 1690, 
including the extraordinary claim that he had 'artistically' laid mines 
which blew up the Brandenburg Regiment at the Black Battery. This 
decimation of Williamite soldiers was the result of an accidental 
gunpowder explosion, and it would appear that Sarsfield was not 
even in the city during these events. 

The women of Limerick are likened to the matrons of Sparta and 
their role is grossly exaggerated, being credited with playing the 
decisive role in the repulse of the attackers. His claim that all William- 
ite historians attest to this is quite unwarranted. The detailed itinerary 
of Sarsfield's ride to Ballyneety is based merely on tradition, a fact 
clearly stated by Lenihan but often omitted by those who copy from 
him. A footnote to, the Siege Train section tells us, presumably with 
unintended incongruity, that Oola is the nearest railway station to 
Ballyneety. He firmly and courageously dismisses the story that the 
Articles of Limerick were signed on the Treaty Stone. Grattan's parlia- 
ment is given the excessive and undeserved praise common to all 
nineteenth-century nationalist writers and his prose again becomes 
tinged with more than a little purple. 

His treatment of the penal law era is admirably balanced and he 
consistently displays tolerance and understanding when dealing with 
sectarian problems. Perhaps the most extraordinary feature of the 
book is the virtual dismissal of the Great Famine. It is alluded to, 
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almost incidentally, in a few lines. He writes that 1847 was remarkable 
for events of the most thrilling importance. These are listed, in order, 
as the death of O'Connell, a general election and the continuing 
famine. 

Despite these deficiencies for the modern reader, there is much in 
the book which retains its value not alone for local but also for 
national history. The succinct and invaluable account of the role and 
functions of the Lord President of Munster, for example, could not be 
surpassed. In the area of social history he anticipates many of the 
ideas adopted by academic historians only in the relatively recent 
past. The journalist's eye for detail and a good story stand him in 
good stead in this regard. 

It can be argued that some of the weaknesses in the book, 
particularly the idiosyncratic footnotes, actually give it a peculiar 
charm and fascination. The real nuggets have to be mined there. With 
only the most cursory chronological framework to guide one, the most 
productive, as well as the most enjoyable way to read the work is 
simply to open it at random and set out on what invariably will be 
both a fruitful and enchanting journey into Limerick's past. Such 
wayward charms must, nevertheless, have some limits, so the original 
faulty and inadequate index has been improved for this edition. It is 
not, however, exhaustive and in this we can claim to be true to the 
spirit of Lenihan who argued that the comprehensive table of contents 
compensated for this. And, of course, we have not tampered with the 
ultimate mystery of Lenihan's History, the hidden secret of chapter 
sixty-two. 

Liam Irwin 
History Department 
Mary Immaculate 
College of Education 
Limerick 



PREFACE. 

I EAVE alreadystated, in the prospectus of this book, that historical truth, 
local and ge~eral  interest, fulness of details, and the publication of new and 
authentic matter, derived from origina.1 sowces, we-e the main objects which 
I ~roposcd to myself in undertaking the laborious and difficult task of 
wntihg a History of Ancient and Modern Limerick. Originally appe:&ng 
at intervals in the ephemeral shape of a contribution to the newspaper of 
which I am the proprietor, the plan of the work, as at first contemplated, 
included only the history of the lait sieges; but the resources developed 
in the course of the studies which I found indispenszble for a competent 
discharge of the duties that I had undertaken, accumulated so much 
interesting matter, and attracted so much attention and encouragement from 
some of our most eminent scholars and patriots, that I was induced to 
think of giving these occasional contributions to local history a fuller and, 
I hope, a more permanent form. My own enthusiastic love of the subject, 
no doubt, as well as these friendly criticisms, made me underrate the laboar 
and care, to say nothing of the other high and responsibilities 
in~olved in such an undertaking; and, in fact, as my materials increased 
by tlie addition of fiimily muniments, pedigrees, and official documents, I 
found that the publication of my notes and memoranda alone would 
extend to t h r s  or four volumes. Of course, so weighty a work was 
beyond my private means, upon which exclusively I have had to rely for 
the publication of my book, and which have been the more heavily taxed 
because I resolved to publish it at so extremely low a price, compared with 
other works of the kind. I had, therefore, to choose a medium between 
a historical epitome, and a publication which would have been more fitly 
called - - Histoncal Collectiom for a History of Limerick, than by its present 
tltle. 

I n  such cireumstances, fine writing, ambitious narrative, studied graces 
of style, and philosophical reflections, have often to be sacrificed to the 
stern requirements of facts and figures. I n  a work too which alternates be- 
tween sublimity and commonplace, sustained elevation, or even equality 
of style, is ro t  to be always expected. All that could reasonably be looked 
for was truth, lucidity and W r e s t  of narrative, and accuracy of in- 
formation, and whether 1 have realized these objects or not, public opinion 
will find no difficulty in deciding. My chapter on the county history, 
topography, and antiquities, alone contains condensed informahon which 
mlght easily be expanded into a goodly volume, for which, in fact, I still 
have CO ious materials in MS. I hope, however, my endeavours to render 
the boo P a readable as well as an instructive one, will not be entirely 
fruitless. As another contribution: collected from the best sources, to our 
local histories, which are so very fern when compared with those of other 
countries, the work possesses an additional interes~ 



xvi \ .  PREFACE. 

Should it attain the success I hope for, I shall be induced to try the history 
of Tipperary, and perhaps of Clare, for which also I have ample materials. 

As for the spirit in which any reflections I have made in the course of 
the work may have been conceived, I think it unncccssery to offer m y  
apo5gy. Whatever my opinions may be on political, social, or religious 
subjects, I have not allowed them to interfere with strict impartiality as a 
historian. Had I, or could I have, written without makiry arly reflections 
at all, I might as well have published a dry list of chroi~ological events, 
instead of a history, and I could, in such a case, neither have felt nor 
imparted that degree of interest to the work which would insure its 

opularity or even its perusal. Such as it is, its publication in book form 
gas originated in a suggestion of my venerable f r ied  the Most Rev. Dr. 
Leal~y, the learned and gifted Archbishop of Cashel and Emly. 

That scarcely any diversity of opinion exists as to mhcther another 
History of Limerick was required at the present day, is, I believe, n settled 

fpint- A century has well nigh passed away since John Ferrar compiled 
11s small history and directory ; and more than eighty years have elapsed 

since the second and larger edition appeared. Ferrar d-7ew all his 
materials from the Rev. James White's MSS., omitting much that, did 
not suit the times and his atrons, and from Dr. Smith's MSS. in the k' Royal Irish Academy. Of t e grand and salient features of the history he 
gave but little ; he suppressed many annals ; whilst the sieges and battles of 
Limerick, the he~oism of its defenders, their triumphs and thcir sufferin~s, 
arc: passed over in a very short space: he left untouched many of t. e 
principal incidents, even in the sources from which he professed to draw, 
and other more important fountains of knowledge were to him sealed 
altogether. The immense mass of matter which has been brought to light 
in reference to Ireland since he wrote, through the labours of onr archae- 
oloests and historians, through the Royal Irish Academy, the Gaelic 
Society, the Arch~ological and Celtic Societies, etc. through the extra- 
ordinary lbbours of m late lamented friend Professor Eugene O'Curry, the 
late Dr. O'Donovan, t K e late Dr. Petrie, Dr. Todd, etc., attests his deficiency 
in rcsourecs which are now abundant. Of the larger history of Fitzgerald 
and MacGregor, although possessing a certain amount of merit, which I am 
far from undervaluing, it will not, I trust, be deered rash or invidious to 
say, that it is quite as much a history of Ireland as of Limerick; that its 
copious details, even if desirable in a local history, are often put forward 
upon the authority of some,persons who were either imperfectly acquainted 
with the subject, or artially disqualified from offering their statements and P opinions by prsona and political prejudices and repossessions ; and that a P very considerable quantity of the matter which fil s the two bulky volumes, 
can have little interest to readers who sit down with the wish to be in- 
formed of the facts of the particular history which the title page pro- 
fesses to give. Thanks to the labours of recent archseologists, to the wide 
spread of education, and to the more intimate intercourse between men of 
all opinions which exists in these days of frequent and rapid locomotion, 
many of thf prejudices agninst nationality, so common even in the days 
of the last historians of Limerick, have already passed or are rapidly 
passing away, and have been succeeded by a spint of honest inquiry, can- 
did admission, and a love of historical truth, which have been greatly 
fostered by the eminent men and by the publications to which we have 
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already referred. I do not write by way of depreciating those who have 
trod the anxious path of local historical research before the present work 
was ~rojected and undertaken; but I desire to show that a Mistor of 
Limerick was an absolute desideratum which ought to be supplieJ I 
have been engaged for some years, not only in collecting and preparing 
materials for this work, from rare and valuable published authorities, but 
I have supplied myself with man, script materials of unquestionable autho- 
rity-chiefly amongst them the MSS. of Dr. Thornas Arthur, a native of 
Limerick, the friend of Sir James Ware, the physician of nearly all the 
eminent Irishmen of his time, and a relative of the illustrious Archbishop 
Creagh; to which MSS. there appears to have been little or no access 
before those invaluable materials for the history of Limerick came into 
my possession, though constituting some of the most ancient written 
records of many of the most important of local events-some of the most 
curious and interesting of which have never hitherto seen the light, but 
all of which I have given. The White illanuscripts, from which Ferrar 
professed to draw, but much of which, I repeat, he left untouched, I have in 
my possession at preseut; and T have also had access to the interesting 
chartuiary and annals of Edmond Sexten, preserved in the British Museum. 
I should add that some years ago I purchased the valuable Limerick 
MSS. of John D'Alton, Esq., M.R I.A., from which I have derived most im- 
portant matter. Most of the other authorities I give below. As an 
instance of the fuller and more accurate details, to which I flatter myself 
this history will owe some of its advantages over former ones, I may refer 
to the period of the Sieges, a portion of the history to which Limerick is 
indebted for its chief celebrity, and visited by the lovers of national 
independence and military heroism. In treating of this and other parts 
of the work, I can safely aver P have spared no laborious exertions to 
acquaint myself both by reading, inquiring, and personal investigation, 
with all the narratives and traditions which bear upon the subject. On 
the history of its religious houses, and on the ecclesiastical history gene- 
rally of Limerick, I have also taken particularly great care, and expended 
considerable time and labour, constantly referring to original documents, 
such as the Black Book of Limerick, for the more ancient details, and to 
original sources of information for the more modern, and setting down 
nothing for which I had not sufticient authority, although I am not of 
course so vain as to think I have escaped an occasional error. 

I n  the list of authorities the reader will find, I hope, a sufficient 
guarantee of my industry as a student, and fidelity as a historian; 
but i t  would be ungrateful to omit my acknowledgment for many 
obligations conferred b kind friends who have consulted the public 
libraries for me, and ent me their family papers and other useful l!' 
materials, besides other literary assistance. In  the history of the Catholic 
Bishops after the Reformation, I have to express my thanks for the 
valuable assistance of the learned antiquarian, Mr. Hanna of Ballykilner, 
county Down. 

The present Lord Gort has most obligingly furnished me with many 
interesting records, and valuable notes from the Carew MSS., now in the 
Lambeth Library ; and his brother, the Hon. John P. Vereker, late Lord 
Mayor of Dublin, has supplied me with much available matter from his own 
interesting collections of papers. For the deeply interesting notes on the 
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Jesuit Fathers, I am indebted to the kindness of the Rev. Father Hogan, 
S.J., a laborious and patient searcher after historical truth in this respect. 
L. Waldron, Esq., D.L., the late M.P. for the county Tipperary, has 
afforded nce information as to the existence of materials in the British 
Museum, etc., whilst De Lacy Pierce, Esq., and his nephews, of the 
Adelphi Chambers, Lo~don,  have most obligingly contributed various 
illustrative documents derived from the same source, and from their own 
historical collections and papers. I have got some notes, too, of much 
interest, from the Mon. Robert O'Brien, from General Sir Charles B. 
O'Donnell, and From the late lamented John Windele, Esq., Cork; while 
in translation, research, revision, and general Lterary assistance, I have 
enjoyed the constant, efficient, and friendly aid of Thomas Stanley 
Tracey, Esq., A.B., ex-Schol. T.C.D., who was conveniently near me. 

The reader will find in the Index the fullest references to almost everp 
thing in the book besides wha>t is contained in the table of contents, the 
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H I S T O R Y  OF L I M E R I C K ,  

ANCIENT AND MODEI1N. 

C H A P T E R  I. 

FOUNDATION AND OCCUPATION OF THE CITY BY THE DANES--ORIQIN OF TIIE 
NAME OF LIMERICK-EARLIEST NOTICES-INTRODUCTION OF CHRISTIANI'IY 
I N T W W A R S  OF THE DANES, ETC. 

%E City of Limerick, the principal part of which is built on an island on the 
South side of the Shannon, is situated in 52" 40' north latitude, a d  8" 55' 
west longitude, at the interior extremity of the estuary of t h  river .Sh.mnon, 
between the counties of Limerick and Clare, and 129 miles W.S.W. from 
Dublin. It is a maritime county of a city, occupying an arca of 60a square 
miles, or 38,863 acres, and contained a oplation cf 53,448 in 1351, 
and of 44,476 in 1861. It is connectnd \ y Radway with Dublin> Cork, 
Waterford, Ennis, Nenagh, Roscrea, and ail the intermediate towns, and a line 
of steamers, the property of the Limerick and London Steam Shipping 
Company,plies between it andLondon andGlasgow, &c. At Spring tides vessels 
of 600 tons burden can moor at its quays; whilst large docks, which were 
opened in 1853 by Lord St. Gerrrims, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, add to the 
accommodation for vesdels of heavyburden; and from the advantage and beauty 
of its situation, and the extent of navigation which it commands, it must have 
been regarded from the earliest times as a port of great importance, although 
situated so high up the river, and although its navigation is still partially 
obstructed. The site may have been selected as the first part of the Shannon 
fordable above its mouth ; considering its many advantages, it is not surprising 
that in distant ages it attracted the attention of those adventurous stran ers, 
who, coming from the rugged coasts ;?sd isla,nds of the Baltic, found f ere 
what they never met in their various wanderings, a good climate, a rich soil, 
and peculiar facilities for carrying on their commercial enterprises.1 Though 
known to the annalists, as we shall presently have occasion to remark, long 
before the Danish invasion of Ireland, the building of the &t is generally 
referred to the same time and cause as the foundation of ~ u b L  and Water- 
ford, the time being after the second coming of the Scandina6ans, who on 
this latter occasion chose the best pa.rta of the island, which they fortified in 
such a way as the exigencies of the times and the circumstances of the locali- 

1 Stanihlmt. 



2 +STORY OF LIMERICK. 

ties required, and made them the centres and bases of their commercial and 
military enterprises. Whilst Dublin and Waterford could boast of superior 
advantages from their closer proximity to the sea, Limerick possessed an 
admitted superiority in other respects. It commanded a nobIe river, crowded 
with fish, which bore the ships of the stral~gers in safety into the interior of 
a wealthy country, which with many other recommendations, made a strong 
impression in after times on King John of England, and caused the city of 
Limerick long to retain its pride of place as " the fairest of all the cities 
in Munster."r 

Limerick has been the capital of North Munster (Tuath Mhumha), which, 
according to Keating, extended from Leim Choncuhulainn (Loop Head) to 
Bealach Mor (Ballaghmore, in Upper Ossory), and from Shebh Echtghe 
(Slicve Aughty, on the frontiers of the counties of Clare and Galway) to Shebh 
Ebhlinne (now Sleibhte Fheidhlinmidh, in the county of Tipperary). The 
southern boundary of this great territory is still preserved in that of the 
diocese of Killaloe. The kings of Limerick, according to the Book of Rights, 
gave tribute to the kings of Cashe1.l 

The notices which occur in ancient writers of the history of Limerick, 
anterior to the coming of the Danes, are neithcr numerous nor reliable. I t  
has bccn supposed to be the &$a of Ptolemy, a writer who derived his 
infornmtion fiom the discoveries made by the Romans between the age of 
Augustus and the Antanincs: but the name of Rosse-de-Nailleagh, as it is 
designated in the hnmls of Multifarnham, is of higher antiquity, and that of 
Luinmagh, occurring in the Psalter of Cashel, so fiu back as A.M. 2870, 
and A.M. 3973, when Ireland was divided, and Luimneach fixed as the western 
extremity of the southern half. 

BoUinshed, who describes Limerick as being amongst the principal cities 
of Ireland of his own time, viz., in the middle of the sixteenth century, gives 
an exl)lanation of the origin of the nvne of Limerick which more authentic 
enquiries prove to be apocryphal. Admitting the building of the city by 
Yvorus, he says that at an epoch previous ta its foundation, the ground which 
it subsequently occu icd was an island stmd with grass, upon which in old 1 times one of the Iris potentates, while  aging war against mother native 
king, had encamped; and of which his numerous cavalry eat up the grass in 
the space of twcnty-four hours. From which circwnstmce he says the place 
was d c d  "Loum-ne-augh," that is to say, made bare, or eaten up by horses. 
Rut in a very ancient legend, which is preserved in the Book8 Of &can and 
Ballymotte, and which describes the origin of the name in words translated for 
us fmm the ori* by the late lamented Professor O'Curry, a dialogue takes 
place in which, in reply to the question, " Luirnneaeh, why so called?" the 

Stanihurst. 
2 The King of fair Casaill: 

He is entitled from the Chief of Luimneach of the Sea --- - 

TO a splendid cbeering banquet, 
T h i i t ~  vats it in known, 
With the neeeasary viands. 

he Bestrictiona of the King of wide Luimneaeh [are] 
To have hi stewards on hie noble steeds, 
To have but three in his kingly confidenCe, 
And [that he ebould] eommunieste his w e t  to the queen. 

The prerogatives of this gifted King are, 
That none should be in hm full confidence, 
That he bc of beautiful form, 
And there he aspire to Teamhair. Boo% OF RIOIITJ, p. 263. 

a Ware. 
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following mswer is given :-There wm an appointed meeting held here of the 
men of Munster and the men of Connaught, to which the respective kings of 
both parties brought their gladiators. These were the two sons of Smucaille, 
the son of Bacdbh, and their names were Rinn and Teabhar (that is, Spear 
and Sword). Of these champions, one put himself under the protection of 
Bonhbh Dearg (Bone the Red), the great Tuath Declanaan Chief of Mag Fe- 
men in Tipperary ; and the other had taken the protection of Dehall, chief of 
the Hill of Crudchain (in Roscommon). These champions having met in the 
assembly, exhibited specimens of their gladiatorial accomplishments, after 
which, they descended to the strand to compete in single combat for the 
championship of the two Provinces. The hosts, on both sides, were clad in 
gray-green " LuiminsJ' (cloaks), and when the combat commenced, and the 
assembled crowds pressed down to see and enjoy it, the heat bccame so great, 
that they threw off their " Luimins," in heaps on the strand ; and so intensely 
was their attention engaged by the combatants, that they did not perceive the 
flowing of the tide until it had swept them away, upon which some of the 
spectators cried oub" IS Luimenoehola in t-inbhear anossa," i.e. cloaky or 
doakfd Q the river now," hence the name Luirnenuh. "Prom this legend 
it would appear," says Mr. O ' h y  in bis letter to the author, "that 
Luimeneach-Liathanglas, (and not Lethanglass) or Luimenach of the Gray 
Green, was the proper old name of Limerick." It is thus it is written in 
Rumann's Extempore poem on the Sea, composed for the Danes of Dublin 
before A.D. 742, in which year Rumann died.' 

An early record of the name of Limerick is contained in the Annals of the 
Pour Masters: where in the 15th year of King Cormac (A.D. 221) a battle, 
we are told, was fought here. A battle, at the same time was fought at a 
lace which is supposed to be the Hill of Grian, over PaIlasgrene, in the 

garony of Coonagh, Co. Limeri~k.~ In a century afterwards, viz. in the year 
334, the Great Cmthaun, one of the most remarkable of the ancient Kings 
of Ireland, a desceadant from Oliall Ollum of the line of Neber, d i d  in 
Limerick. This king succeeded Eochaidh Moighmeodhin upon the throne, 
reigned seventeen years, canied his name into Britain in the reign of Valen- 
tinian, where he was aided by the Picts, who were then his tributaries,-thence 
sailing to Armorica, now Bretagne, in France, he plundered that country, and 
retuned with great booty and hostages to Ireland.' He is also mentioned 
by others of our early annalists and historians, and the occasion of his death 
is related as having been caused by the wii:kedness of his sister, who a

dminis

- 
tered to him a dose of poison.6 

Lovely and attractive for the charms with which even in far distant times 
it was surrounded, Limerick, soon after the amval in Ireland of the Apostle 
St. Patrick, received the inestimable blessing of Christianity. We are told 
that in the year 434, the f is t  district which St. Patrick visited, after his 
departure from Cashel, was the extensive flat portion of country between 
Cashel and Limerick called Muscrighe Breograin. The apostle founded several 

l Petrie'a Round Towers. 
Annals of the Foar Masters. 0'l)onovan9n Edition, Vol. I., p. 113. 

a Ibid. Note. 
4 Bede and Psalter of CasheL 

"Having won many battles and wonderful fame, notwithstanding his fine accompli- 
men@ Criomthan could not secure himself from the large attempts of his sister, Mung Fionn, 
who poisoned him with a prwpect to obtain the crown for her son Brian, whom she had hp 
Eoehaidh Moighmedhin. However, the better to oblige the k i i  to take the fatal dose, she 
drank it heraeIf, whicb aloo dispatched her at InnP Dongala The king died near Limerick." 
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churches in the district, and left some of his teachers at one of them, viz. KiI- 
feacte. Thence he went to the territory called Arva-cliach in the adjacent 
counties of l'ipperary and Limerick, in part of which, H~-duanach (now t$he 
Barony of Coonagh) he was at  first instantly opposed by the dynast Oldid. 
But a miracle having been performed by the Saint, Oldid and his family were 
convcrted and baptised; while at Ara-chihnch, Colgan states that Patrick 
foretold many occurrences, among others the foun&%tion of a monastery at 
Kill-ratha, and of a church at  Kill-teidhill, in the county of Limerick. We 
find the Saint next in the tract of country east of Limerick, where he was hos- 
pitably entertained by a chieftain named Locan, and met with young Nessan, 
whom at the same time he placed over the monastery of Mungret, which he 
had founded. The inhabitants of Thomond, hearing of the advent of St. 
Patrick, crossed the Shannon, for the purpose of seeing him, and when they 
were instructed, were baptised by him in the field of Tir Glas (Terry Glass, in 
Ormond). He urns waited on by prince Carthen, son of Blod, who is said to 
have bccn convcrted and baptised at Sanigeal, now Singland, near Limerick. 
Colgm rc1n:wks that this family was the same as that of the O'Briens of 
Thomond, and that Carthcn was the chieftain of North Munster. 

St. Patrick, on his way to Connaught, passed the Shannon at Limerick ; and 
it was in the vicinity of the city, in Singlnnd (Sois Angel) the Saint is said to 
have seen the vision of the angel. The holy well and stolly bed and altar of 
St. Patrick are to this clay existing in Singland. Tradition speaks of his having 
preached here. IIe appointed first Bishop of Limerick Saint Manchin, " a 
religious man, having a cornplete knowledge of the Scriptures, and placed him 
over thc subjects of Amailgaid, King of Connaught, then lately converted to 
the Christian faith. The mountain of Knock Patrick, in the western barony of 
Connoloe, county of Limerick, the base of which is washed by the Shannon, 
whose course for sixty miles may be traced from its summit, is the place from 
which tradition alleges our Apostle to have blessed Connaught.' We thus 
catch a glimpse, through the dimness and obscurity of distant time, of the halo 
which encircled the name and charcter of Limerick. We thus perceive the 
close ncqnaintnnce which its inhabitants made with Christianity, when Europe 
for the grmntcr part was shrouded in the darkness of Pagan superstition. 
Were we in search of furthcr evidences of the early Christian devotion of the 
people of the district, it is supplied by abundant facts. I n  the fifth century 
St. Sinan founded the monastery of Canons Regulars of St. Augustine at the 
island of Inniscnthy, on the Shannon. In  the sixth century St. Ita, an illus- 
trious native of the county, whose festival is celebrated on the 14th of January, 
foundcd at C h i n  Crerlhail (Kileedy), a nunnery of Canonesscs Regular of St. 
Augustine. St. Eden founded Clum Claidech in the same century, and St. 
Nochclloch, Kllmallock, in the seventh century-these two last mentioned 
were for Canons Regular of St. A~gust ine.~ 

t A beautiful sonnet from the pen of the late Sir Aubrey de Vere, Bart. of Curragh Chase, 
embodies the tradition in language of fire and beauty.-Lntnei~tntirm of Irela~~d a d  otlter Poama 

3 Alfemndr gives the order of St. Augustine the first place before all others t h ~ t  were in 
Ireland-lirst, because it i~ the most ancient of all the regular orders in general-deriving its 
urigiu from t!le npostles themselves, and allowing St. Augu.;tine. afterwards Bishop of Hippo, in 
Africa, only to h r e  formed n particulnr congegation, which was subsequently divided into n~any 
others-sesond1.j. it is ce;tain thut the particular rules which prevailed in this country in the 
6th, 6th, and 7th centuries, consisted of religious men who were regular canons, or something 
so like them, that at the time in which those rules were obliged to be incorporated iqto the rule 
of St. Benedict, or into that of the Kegulnr Canons of St. Augustine, they all made choice of the 
latter, aa bcing n~uch more agreeable to them than thnt of St. Benedict. In short, so numerous 
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Doubt has existed as to the date of the foundation by St. Mancban of the 
Cathedral of Limerick, and as to the time the Saint lived, but this arises frcm 
the similarity of the name with that of Mancheus, whom the Annals of Ulster 
call Abbot of Menedrochit, and say that he died in 651 or 652. The com- 
memoration of the death of Mancheus is ointed out under the name of 
Manicheus, the "Wise Irishman," in the boo ! s de Mirubilibus Scriptura?, by 
some erroneously ascribed to St. Augustine. Th name too, not only is not 
unlike, but the times occur exactly, the festival of St. Manchin being celebrated 
in January.' St. Manchin lived two centuries at least before the period 
assigned to St. Mancheus by the martyrologies. The Annals of InnisfaLlen, 
A.D. 567, state there was a great battle fought here in that year. It was 
here that Saint Cumin Fodha, son of Raehna, Bishop of Clamfearta Breainirn 
now Clonfert, died on the 12th of November, 9.D. 661, and on this occasion 
Colman-nacclaisagh, the tutor of Cumin, composed these suggestive and 
touching verses which show that the Shannon then was called by the name 
of Lmineach :- 

'I The Lumineach did not hear on its bosom of the race of Leathcluiun, 
Corpse in a beat so precious as he, as Cumine son of Fiachna ; 
If any one went across the sea to sojourn at the seat of Gregory, (Rome,) 
I f  from Ireland, he rejoices in none more than the name of Cumin Fodlia, 
I sorrow after Cummine from the day his shrine was covered, 
My eye-lids hare been dropping tears ; I have not laughed, but mourned 
Since the lamentation of his barqneTa 

These verses establish the fact of the constant intercourse of Ireland with 
Boxe, the uninterrupted devotion of the Irish Bishops to "the mother and 
mistress of all Churches." 

Records of the barbarous and unrelenting cruelties of the Danes, of sacri- 
legious attacks made by them on those sacred edifices and holy men which 
were now becoming numerous, are found in the Annals long before Yorus 
surrounded the city with a wall, and erected the fortress which enabled his 
countrymen to hold their position for some ages after against the combined 
strength and opposition of the native Irish. I n  843 Foranan, Primate of 
Armagh, was taken prisoner at Cluan-Cornb~rda,~ (a place unidentified by 
the commentators) with his relics and people, and brought by the pirates to 
their ships at Limerick. The statement is corroborated by the Annals of 
Clonmacnoise, which designate Forannan Abbot of Armagh, and allege that 
the crime was perpetrated by the Danes at Cloneowardy, adding that his 
family, attendants, &C., relics and books, were led from thence to the ships 
in Limerick. 

Our annals, during those dark and dismal ages, present but little, on 
which to dwell with satisfaction. The Danes, to retain their hold of maritime 
places, were busy and aggressive. The Irish in turn revenged the injuries 
and injustices of their cruel oppressors ; but in the midst of every difficulty 
and danger, religion was speeding its bright way. The succession of bishops, 
in several of the Irish sees, had continued with regularity since the preaching of 
St Patrick.' Up to this period" Luimenach" was the original name of the 

were the monasteries of the Regulsr Canons of St. Augustine, not only in the early ages of the 
Irish Chureli, but at the suppression of the monastic institutions by Henry VIII. and Elizabeth. 
that the number of housea then are said to have had, far and away, exceeded the houses of the 
other orclem-De B q o ' s  HistmiCnl Collections, gc. 

1 Ware. Annals of the Four Masters. 
2 Annals of the Four Masters. 4 Ware. 
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Lower Shannon, as appears from the life of St Carbrach of Lismore,' but h 
the ear 861, it ceased to be the name of the river and was usually applied to 
the 6 anish fortress already referred to, and the city now became known by 
the designation which before bad been exclusively given to that p d o n  of 
the river between it and the sea, and by which it is called to this day .l The 
Danish occupation was ever a source of intense dissatisfaction and comrno- 
tion. Perpetual war was its result; the invaders, who were everywhere re- 
garded with horror, were no where more detested than in the neighbourhood 
of the Shannon, of which they endeavoured to monopolise to their exclusive 
possession. In 884 the Connaught men attacked and destroyed numbers 
of Danes. But the day was approzching in which the sacrilegious tyrants were 
destined to meet a decisive check-in which the Irish by their strong arms 
were to win for a season protection and tranquillity. Cashel had long before 
embraced t,he Christian faith, had two of its bishops-viz. Olchobar who died 
in 851, and Cenfelad, who died in 87'2, who were kings as well as bishops ; 
and their jurisdiction extended to Emly? and they were the predecessors of 
the learned and warlike Cormac, son of Cdenan, who derived from Engusa 
Nafrach the first son of the king of Cashel who was baptised by St. Pa t r i~k .~  
The aggressions of the Danes of Limerick had everywhere become so intolerable 
that Cormac resolved to curb their insolence. To reduce the people to order, 
to quell their intestine dissensions, to show the results of those insane 
divisions which even in the time of which we treat, had rendered them 
feeble when opposed by a united enemy, was the grand aim of Cormac Mac 
Cullenan, who during the heat of conflicts and troubles ascended the 
throne of Cashel, in 901, and wore the mitre of the united sees of Cashel and 
Emly. His example and influence were aIl-powerful in the achievement of 
thc grand object on which he had set his princely heart. 

"Such," says Keating, '"as the state of the kingdom when Cormac 
wore the crown of Munst.er, that the contests and animosities between the 
petty princes were happily concluded, insomuch, that the Danes, fearing the 
effects of this rcconciliat.ion, desisted from their usual hostilities. Thaugh 
the desire of plunder remained andnothing of their savage disposition abated, 
yet they apprehended their lives were in certain danger from thenatives, who, 
by thcir common union and friendship, were able to drive them out of the 
kingdom; and therefore a great number of these foreigners retired to their ships 
of their own accord and bade adieu to the island." We here perceive what one 
able and &c ruler was cnab1,bled to effect for his country. 

1 Book of Lismore. a Wnre. a Ware. 
4 Annals of the Four Musters.-In the Psalter of Cashel, written by his own hand. Cormac 

thus proclaims the glories of his Dalcasian troops, who always fought for the Kings of Cashe1:- 

" Map heaven protect the most illustrious tribe 
Of Dalgaia, and convey its choicest blessings 
On their posterity. Thii renowned clan, 
Though meek and merciful as are the sainta, 
Yet are of conrage not to be subdued. 
Long may they live in glory and renown, 
And raise a block of heroea to the world." 

Kenliy's Llislotr~ ofIrelnn4 1-01. If. 

And O'Dugra, in hia poem, says of them:- 

.' The Dailgaisian troops, with glory fired. 
Fought for the honour of the Kings of CasheI, 
And carried into other provinces 
The terror of their arms." 
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But Comac was not destined to remain long in the peaceable possession of 
his rights, Flan, son of Melsechlin, king of Ireland, with a great army 
invaded Munster, A.D. 906, and destroyed it as far as Limerick ; Malachy 
or Melsechlin, who had been king of Temora, ascended the throne of Ireland, 
on the death of Hugh, A.D. 879, Cairbhall, son of Muiregan, aided Flan 
in this expedition : Cormac fled, but the year following, resenting the injuries 
he had sustained, he entered Meath with his irresistible Dalcassians, over- 
threw Flan in battle, took pledges from him for the performance of certain 
articles of agreement, and returned in triumph to Cashel, whcre he was wel- 
comed by the joyous acclamations of his people, who regarded him as their 
deliverer from the bondage of domestic as well as foreign enemies.' The 
spirit of Flan was unsubdued by the triumph of CormacJs arms ; another and 
a more successful attempt was made by him soon afterwards in 908 to recover 
the losses he had endured. Confederating with the Kings of Leinster and 
Connaught, he again invaded Munster with a powerful force. The opposing 
armies met on the 16th of August on the plains of Moy-Albe; the battle 
was fierce, sanguinary, and protracted, and resulted in the death of the in- 
domitable King-Bishop Cormaq whose army, losing heart at his fall, were 
overpowered ; and on that fatal d2,y most of the Chiefs or Leaders or Princes 
were also killed ; amongst tbem are noticed Fogertach of Kerry, and Kellach 
of Ossol-y.$ 

The death of Connac was speedily followed by further attempts of the 
Danes to destroy whatever they could lay hands on-to spoliate whatever 
they could plunder-to wreak vengeance on the holy places in which the 
monks and religious dwelled, and to show that nothing less than wholesale 
murder and rapine could satisfy their thirst for blood and booty. Freed from 
the authority of Cormac, they roamed wherever they pleased, curbed but 
partially by the native princes, who had again their own intestine feuds to 
engage them in arms. They now made a successful raid on Clonmacnois, to 
which they had easy access by the Shannon ; they devastated the islands on 
Lough Ribh, destroyed the shipping of Limerick, and carried away immense 
quantities of gold, silver, and all manner of riches from the monasteries and 
shrines in the is1ads.s They were so daring, in their ruthless prowess, that 
in 922 they were able to make prisoner of Q'Flaherty, son of Inmameen, 
and convey him from the island of Loch Ribh to Limerick.' These plunder- 
ing expeditions of the Danes were favorite occupations in which they ever and 
anon indulged during these troubled years of their occupation of Limerick. 
Proceeding from Limerick, their next attempt was on Lough Orisben, and its 

Ware, and Annals of Four Masters. 
Carodacns Shancarvensis (who is quoted by Ware) also says that Connac waa a t  this time 

killed by the Danes. Ware adds that he remembers having read in an ancient MS. in the 
C o t t o n h  Library, that Cormac was killed by a herdsman at  Beanree, near LdghIin, while on 
his knees a t  prayer, returning thanks to God for the success of hi army, which had then been 
engaged. E& bodr waa conveyed to Cashel, and there buried. He was learned particnlarly in 
the antiquities of hi country. R e  wrote, in the Irish language, the Psalter of Cashel, wbich is. 
yet extant, and held in the highest estimation. Ware states that he had some collections from 
i t  in  an ancient parchment book, called " Psalter Namaan," written 300 years a t  the time he 
mentions the fact ; and that, in the sslne book, there were many miscellanies, partlJ- Irish and 
partly Latin, collected by A n p  Celede (Aengua the Cnldee), among which there was a bare 
Catalogue, viz. the namee only, of the King of Ireland, from Heremon to Brian Bmoihme. 
Our author remarb that Cashel was heretofore the chief seat of the Kings of Dfonster, and one 
of tbe first Synods of heland was held there by St. Patrick, St. Alheus, and St. Declan, in the 
time of King Engnsa-- Warq Kdng ,  A d  of FOW Mw~crr, O'Flaberty, $c. 

a Annaie of the Fwr Masters, Vol. II., p. 609. 
4 Annals of Fow Yasters, Vol. II., p. 611. 



islands ;l we should remark, that when Comae quelled the Danes in Mm- 
fiter, Edward, King of England, conquered them in that country. But in 
Ireland, their power was growing'stronger every year, until the coming of 
other events which we are quickly approaching, and in which mother King 
of Cashel arose to bring them to subjection; Not content with ravaging the 
districts bordering on the Shannon, they in 928 encamped io Maiagh Roigne, 
a celebrated plain of Ossory ; but those who remained on Loch Orisben felt 
the vengeance of the Connmght men, who, in 930, committed a v e a t  
slaughter on the Danes.' We find, however, that the latter retaliated sorely. 
h the fifteenth year of Donmachadhi, the Danes of Limerick plundered 
Connaught in 932, as far as the plains of Boyle, in the Comty of Roscorn- 
,on; in a few years afterwards, Aralt, or Harold, grandson of Imhar, i.e. 
son of Sitric, lord of the Danes of Limerick, was killed in Connaught by 
the ~ a e n r i &  of Aidhne in 939.* 

Prom the time of their invasion of Ireland in the year 807, to the years 
we have rcached, the Danes always ravaged the co~~ntry with fire and sword. 
They bore a mortal hatred to Christianity and its professors, and their chief 
rrlorv was in the massacre of the Saints who occupied the monasteries and " < 

cells of the ~ o u n t r y . ~  
Through these times the page of history is red with details of these atro- 

cities. Victories followed each o t h r  on the part of the invaders, until they 
had the surrounding country under a terrorism and subjection, which the 
natives could not remove. It was not, however, without earnest and constant 
efforts and exertions on the part of the Irish ~rinces, to suppress their atro- 
cities, that they were able to persevere. At length in 943, Callachan, King 
of Cashel, taking a lesson out of the book of his illustrio~~s predecessor, 
Cormac, called his chiefs together, exhorted thcm against the Danes, and as 
no part of Ireland suRered more from their plundem, murders, &C. than 
Limerick, and the borders of the Shannon, Callachan selected the oity of 
Limerick as the field of b a t t l e . V n  the second page of the Wars of C a b -  

l Longh Corrib, county Galway, ia now the name of the place thus indicated. I t  appears 

from O'Y1ahcrty's Ogygia (pp. 178-9) that A.N. 2834, this Lake was called after Orbserius, t p  
son of Alloilius. who had trnnsacted great commercial affairs between Ireland and Britam. --- .. - 
These are the words of the Ogygia :- - 

Orbserius (Filius Alladii, A.M. 2884) mercator erat negotiationibua inter Iliberniam et 
Brittaniam tractandis insignis; Mananan Mac Lir vulgo dictus : Mananan ob commercium cum 
Manniu. insula, et Mac Lir i. e. mari aatus ob nandi, atque urinandi peritiam ; ~luod portuuul 
quoque discrimina apprime callclet ; ac acrize prascius vicisitudiniv a telnpestatibus pecaveret. 
Yuccubuit vero in p d i o  spud Noycullen in margine spaciosi lacus Orbsen, qui per Galvium 
fluvium in sinum Galvorensuln exoueratur ab Ulliuno Nuadi regis Iliberniw per 'Shadmm filium 
nepote confousns. Pugnae laco Ullinus lac0 Orbsenius nomen indidit; de his ita Flannus a 
Blonasterio-O't'ltrlterty's Oyyyia pp. 179-8. 

3 Annals of Clonmacnois, quoted in O'Donovanls Annals of the Four Nasters. 
a A Sept sented in the Barony of =ltartain, county of Galway. This fact is mentioned in 

another way, bot to the same effect:-"Rarold O'Hynn, King of the Danes of ~ ~ m b r i c k ,  was 
killed in Connaught a t  Ratherney.n-Antmls of &e Foul. Xnsters. 

4 Saro Grammnticns says that Tridelth Froths, and IIaco Danos, invested Ireland many years 
before &is time ; and Turgesius, it  is certain, not only subdued the greater part of Ulster, but 
expelled Faranan, Archbishop of Armagh, together with all the reli$ous and students. Those 
moats and rdths nhich are yet seen in pnny parts of the country, and no where, that we are aware 
of, in such grcnt nulllbers as in the Parish of Kilmealy, county of Clare, snd one of which of 
great ex teh  and bcauty is on the estate of Charles Binnconi, ]<:sq. D.L., Longfield, Co. Tipperary, 
a t  Brdmaylel near his residence, are said to have been raised by Turgesius and his followers, as 
fortifications, and in some instances, as sepulchres for their g e a t  men and captains. ~ 'o rmins  
cltares that thin was the customary way of burying the chiefs among the Danes.-IV*ormircs 
0 3  Dnnb dlonu?netalis. IVace, p. 57. 

*. Cullachan, King of South Munster, nssenlbling his chiefs, exhorted them to arm every- 
nhere n g h s t  the Danes, whereupon Limerick was selected for their first attack. A thousand of 
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chan, in the old book of Lismore, where the election of that Prince to succeed 
to the sovereignty of Munster about A.D. 920, is described, (writes the late 
Professor O'Curry to the author), there occurs this passage :- 

" It was then arose the seventeen tribes (of the Eugenians) w e f u l l y  and 
readily to inaugurate Ceallachm -% 3t * * * 

"The best 07 those nobles were the tall graceful S&ivan, at the head of 
the festive race of Fingham ; and the accomplished (in arms) Readon, at the 
h&d of the brave Clam Donnolmile; and the vdiant CaeZeigh; and the 
heroic champion LAINDECAN ; and the brilliant Daineachidh ; and the brave 
Cuila; and the lucky Rcedad ; and the sound active Jigan.'' It was 
immediately after this inauguration that the King took his resolution to meet 
the Danes; Heralds were sent out requiring them to surrender Limerick, 
and give hostages for their future good behaviour: the reply of those mac 
rauders, however, was, '' that so far from waiting to be attacked, they would 
march out of the city to give open battle.', They were as good as their word. 
I n  four divisions they accordingly marched out of the city. Each of the 
divisions had four hundred men armed with coats of mail, besides light amed 
troops, and Singland was the ground on which the memorable battle was 
fought-Singland, which we n h d  see as we proceed, was the place on which 
other memorable engagements were decided in long ages afterwards. O'Sul- 
livan, who acted as General, under Callaghan, harangued his men in an 
animated speech, which was answered with a clash of shields and swords by 
his soldiers. The fight cornmencod by a discharge of stones from the slings 
of the troops, by flights of arrows, spears and lances. The heavy armed 
troops then engaged breast to breast in a dreadful contest, while the Danes 
left nothing undone to prevent this furious onslaught of the army of the &ng 
of South Munster, from making an impression on their troops. Callaghan, 
at length, singled out Amlav (AuliR) the Danish commander, and by one 
stroke of his sword split helmet and skull, and laid him dead at  his feet. 
WSullivan followed the bright example and engaged Moran, who was called 
son to the King of Denmark, and by a well aimed stroke between the helmet 
and breast-plate, cut off his head; O'Keeffe ran Magnus, the stzndard- 
bearer, through the body; and after a gallant defence Louchlin was kiL'ed by 
O'Riordan. The Danes now gave way on every side, and the &L pursued 
them into the city, putting numbers of them to the sword in their castles 
and houses. But instead of keeping possession of the city CaUachan was 
content with exacting large contributions from the Danes, part of which was 
paid down in gold and merchandise, and hostages taken as security for the 
remainder. "This success:' says Keating, ' l  gave new life to the prospects 
of the Irish."' 

After this battle CaUachan marched towards Cashel, and plundered the 
country, meeting five hundred Danes he put them to the sword. But this victory on the part of Callachan did not quell them sufEciently. Mahon, 
the son of Cennediegh, upon the assassination of Fearpa, seized the throne 
of Munster, and reigned twelve years. Resolving ta give the Danes no 

eace, he with his brother Bryan, gave them battle at  Sulchoid, now Sollo- 
bead, in the county of Tipperary, in which bloody eng~gernent two thousand 

his chosen followers marched upon this service, headed by Callachan, under ~ h 0 m  were 09Dono- 
van. O'Sullivan, O'Keeffe, O'Reardan, O'Landecan, Hugh Mac Cullenan, and other chiefa." 

This event, or something like it, is thus mentioned by the Four DIasters. under A.D. 945, 
ILA battle between the birds of the sea and the birds of the lana a t  Luimneach." (vol. ii. d. 657). 
The birds of the aea are obviously the pirate Daner. 
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Danes were killed on the spot, with their principal commanders, who were 
Teitel, a person of great strength, and Governor of Waterford; Runan, 
Governor of Cork; Muris, Governor of Limerick ; Bernard and Toroll. The 

remains of the Danish army retreated to Limerick, where the Irish soldiers 
pursued them, and ente&g the city with them, made a temble slaughter. 
"The victors pursued the flying enemy into the city of Limerick, and chased 
them through the streets, and into the houses, where they were slain without 
mercy or quarter. The plunder of the city was bestowed upon the soldiers 
by Mahon, where they found an immense booty of gold, jewels, furniture, 
and silver to an immensetdue. After they had rifl2d the houses they set 
them on fie, they burned the fort%cations, demolished the walls, and per- 
fectly dismantled the city and made it incapable of defence."' This was one 
of the greatest battles in the ancient annals of Ireland. 

C H A P T E B  11. 

THE REIGN ANI) ACHIEVEMENTS OF BRIAN BOROIMHR 

WE now come to a most important and eventful period of our history, in 
which one of the greatest of Ireland's &gs and warriors makes his appear- 
ance. 
. In  A.D. 969, says the Annalist, ' The Foreigners of Limerick were driven 

from Inis-Sibtond,j(now the King's Island), by the son of Ceheidigh 
he 

adds in a separate paragraph that in this year " two suns of equalkze were 
e at high noon." Undoubtedly this was one of those optical illusions or 
mirages, which science now clearly explains. Some years subsequently, 
according to the Four Masters, (Keating makes the event ten years earlier), 
(YBrien, the son of Kennedy, King of Munster, besieged Limerick, which 
continued to be inhabited by the Danes ; his troops were victorious ; he set 
fire to the city. He also engaged the Danes of Inis-Cailthe, whom he de- 
feated with the loss of eight hundred killed, and Imohair (Hnmpiry), and 
Dubhgeann, their principal commanders, were taken pris0ners.s In this 
latter year a an army, which was led by Domnhall, son of Dubhdabhoireann, 
to Limerick, the two sons of Brian, namely, Donchda and Fadgh, met them, 
and a battle was fought, whereh the people of the south of Ireland were 
defeated, and Do- fell and numbers along with him?4 The Danes, 
during a portion of this time, were reduced to the gwatest extremities ; but 
at intervals they recruited their strength and retaliated severely on the Irish. 
There was w Prinee in the Island who opposed tbeir insults more t h  Brim 
B oroimhe. 

"Thq Gloriea of Brisn the Brave," must be ever heard throughout the 
island with thdling sensations of delight d satisfaction. This glorious 
m o m h ,  whose wisdom and energy are famed in history, md whose weer 

I K e a ~ g .  9 Am& of Four Masters, Vol. 11, p. 695. a Keating'a Emtor). of Ireland. 
4 Annals of Four Masters, Vol. 11. p.. 683. 
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is so closely identified not only with Limerick, but with the kingdom gene- 
rally, was of the Dalcassian race ; the succession of the kingship of Munster 
was alternate between the Eugenians and the Dalcassians, "but the former," 
(says Eugene Wur ry  in his manuscript notices of Irish History, p. 213) 
"being the most powerful in numbers and in extent of territory, monopolised 
the provincial rule as far as they were able. The line of the Dalcassians 
were, however, always kings OP chiefs of Thomond in succession, and kings 
of the province as often as they had strength to assert their alternate right, 
and it is a fact beyond dispute that the kindred of the late Marquis of Tho- 
mond (viz. the present Lord Inchiquinj his brothers and family) hold l a d s  
at the present day which have descended to them through an unbroken 
ancestry for 1600 years." Cormac Cass, the founder of the Dalcassian line, 
was King of Munster about A.D. 260 ; Aengus Tireach, about A.D. 290 ; 
Connall of the swift steeds in 366; Carther in Pin in 439 ; AedA Caemh, 
from 571 to his death in 601; Aorcailz, in 910; Cenneidigh, or Kennedy, 
the father of Brian Boroimb, in 954; and Brim himself from 915 to the 
ear 1002, when he became monarch of all Erinn, and as such reigned till 

k s  death, at the battle of Clontarf in 1014. He fought 49 battles against 
the Danes and their allies, and in every one of them was victorious. The 
deeds of this magnanimous hero can never be effaced from the memory of the 
Irish people. 

During the greater part of three centuries, namely, from the reign of 
Eonchada, or Donough, who had lived for twenty-seven years in perfect tran- 
quillity, until their final expulsion by Brian Boroimhe, the Danes, who in 
Donough's reign had invaded Ireland, held their ground. Glancing back for 
a moment, we are shown the state of the island generally, of religion, of 
education, of arts, of arms, amid the troubles with which :,he invaders 
affficted the island. It was three hundred and seventy years from the time of 
the introduction of Christianity by St. Patrick, to their ill-omened arrival on 
our shores; and three hundred years had elapsed before they mere finall 
expelled by the victorious monarch of Ireland at Clontarf. Darkened thoug 
those ages were with the disastrous influence of the mvaders, some of the 
brightest names that adorn the pages of our history, flourished and shone out 
with a splendor which has lost none of its radiance in the lapse of centuries. 
Following St. Patrick was the learned Bishop of Sletty, the illustrious St. 
Each, who handed down in a poem of fire and beauty, the actions and praises 
of the great Apostle of our nation. Next we have the celebrated Cathill, or 
Cathald. Sedulius, too, the poet, the orator, the divine, who, educated from 
his infancy by Hildibert, the Archbishop, was accomplished in d branches 
of literature and science, and travelled through Italy and France for his 
further improvement. He visited the East, and returning though Ramg 
was distinguished for his wonderful erudition in the Eternal City. He was 
the author of many Latin books, in prose, a Paschal song in metre, consisting 
of four books, fourteen books on St. Paul's Epistle in prose, a Hymn on 
Christ's miracles, two books of the same in prose, and several others, of 
which the titles have been lost. His name is enshrined among the writers of 
Ireland; and Ware does not forget to award him the honorable place which 
his merits won. Following in succession, came Saint Coh-KiIle, one of 
the leading spirits of the age in which he lived-the Apostle of the Picts, the 
founder of the world-renowed Abbey of Iona, denominated also H ~ y - a - ~ -  
Columkille, of which monastery he was the first Abbot; eminent in his life 
for every virtue, his erudition is acknowledged all over the world. His 



monasteries for many years supplied the Churches of England, and some of 
those in Ireland, with Bishops. And while the lives of the saints and sages 
were brightening up, and dispelling the gloom which had so long hung over 
the destinies of our country, distant lands were enlightened by the reflection 
of their holiness and learning, and Armagh, all the while, gave its uninter- 
rupted successors to Saint Patrick in the Episcopacy, first in the person of 
Senanus, afterwards of St. Benignus, Jerlath, Cormac, &C. During these 
times it has been stated, an English Prince had been at Lisnlore, where he 
imbibed those principles of order and government which made &S reign illas- 
trious, and, notwithstanding the barbarous aggressions of the invaders, tjhe 
Irish proved their progress in arts, arms and religion. 

Nearly at the same time that Malwhy the Great w a ~  engaged in con- 
quering the Dmes of Dublin and the Islands, Brim B o x  was successfolly 
engaged in reducing the Danes of limerick He had avenged the murder 
by Ivor, King of the Limerick Danes, of hisbrother Mahon, eldest son of Ken- 
nay ,  and on the defeat of Molloy, slain at the battle of Ballagh Leachta,' he 
succeeded to the throne of Munster. rYliough the Danes at this time were 
norrinal Christians, they refused to preach to the Saxons in England, which 
discreditable ciknmstance occasioned the dispakh of missions from Iona, 
the monastic settlement of St Columkille. The Dmes were so hatefd to the 
Irish, and reciprocated the feeling so thoroughly, that they avoided all 
religious intercourse with the Msh Church, and connected themselves with 
the See of Canterbury in England,2 

What Alfred, I!Nmond, and Athelstane had done less effectually for Eng- 
land, was now being performed for Ireland by Malachy and Brian; but it was 
not mtil the latter became monarch of all Ireland that those fierce north- 
ems, whose ravages made even Charlemagne weep, who took Rouen, besieged 
Paris, wrested Normandy from Charles the Bald, and founded a dynasty in 
England, were compelled, after terrible havoc, to vacate the country, or to 
settle down as tributaries, and to engage in the peaceful pursuits of com- 
merce? To detail the b rb rous  ravages, imposts, and even mutdations which 
these northern savages iflcted upon the people of Ireland up to the time of 
Tur esius King Malachy is unnecessary. The general Histoq of Ireland 
is & of them. The transfer of the sceptre of Ireland from lalachy the Great? 
the representative of Heremon, the elder son of Milesius, to the heroic Brian 
Born, the descendant of the younger brother Herber, took place according to 
the Annals of the Four Masters in the 76th year of R h ' s  age, his reign as 
Ard-righ or suprem: monarch of Ireland, lasting twelve years, to his death at 
Clontarf, A.D. 1014. We me inclined, however to believe, that the Ulster 
Annals which give the birth . of - Brian sixteen years later, that is, in 941, is 
the more conch account of the two. 

1 Annals of the Four Masters. * The character for merciless c~udty  which the Danes, as these Scandinavians were called, 
astablisbed for themselves wherever they made their appearance, haa descended in the oral an 
well as in the written traditions of Ireland. It had no slight effect upon a few amongst the 
keplar troop at the battle of the Bope ,  and notwithstanding the elementr of ci~ilization. 
monglt which Grose wrongly, we thiik, reckon8 the Gothic Chuch architecture, introduced by 
this higlily 8pSted and enterprising race, a8 well as the practice of commerce and other arts. any 
attempt to popularize their name would be a signal ! d u e .  Su Edward Bdwer Lytton. himself 
of Danish descent, has said much in thek favour m his buufilul, though alighg ~rejudicea 
Romance of "Harold ;" but thie is not history. 

Xr. Walker a member of the Royal Irish Academy, haa an Icelandic manuscript dated in 
1010, mentions Rafor, a merchant, an Icslmder, d o  had ~esided many TeaTB in Limerick. 
-Note by Rabh plr(htselry, Eq. ,  M.R.I.A., Limerick, 1,793. 
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This transfer took place at Athlone in 1008, where Brian, joined by the 

men of Leinster and the Danes, defeated Southern Hy-Niall and the Con+ 
cians; and whether the original motive of Brian's opposition was selfish, as 
asserted by llghernach,' who was almost a cotemporary writer, or the exi- 
gencies of the time, the consequences were the terminating of the frequent and 
fatd quarrels between the inferior princes and chiefs, and h$ subjugation of 
the Danes. On the abdication of Malachy, who still retained the title of 
King of Meath, and afterwards served under the supreme King, Brim 
became sovereign in chef, and having received the homage of Cahd @Con- 
nor, King of Connaught, and otlher Kings of that province, he set out fur 
Ulster at the head of an army of twenty thousand men. 

Brian's progress to enforce the submission of thc Northern Princes 
appears to have been unopposed until he reached the locality known as 
Ballysadare, when the determined attitude of the enemy compeued him to 
retreat. But in his next expedition he was more successful. Accornpnied 
on this occasion, as before, by the dynasts of Leath Mogah, he traversed 
Meath, and was honorably received at Armagh by MaLnurry, the Arch- 
bishop, and left a gold collar wnghing twenty omces, as an offering on the 
high altar of the Cathedral After this munificent oblation, the value of 
which may be estimated as about £800, he proceeded to the royal seat of the 
Dalnodans in Antrim, called Bathmore-Muige-Line, where he reeeived host- 
ages from the Princes of that territory as well as from the other chiefs of 
Leth-Cuinn. 

Brian made various expeditions of this character, and frequently brought 
away such chieftains as resisted him to his fortress at Kincora-amongst 
others, the Lord of Kinel Connd upon his refusing to give him hostages, 
which Brian at last extorted by force from the Kind Xoghain, thus completiq 
the subjugation of the illustrious house of the northern Ny-Nialls. This 
event took pbee about six years after Brian's offering at Armagh which, 
occurred in 1004, on which occasion he signed a confirmation of the usual 
grant to thc Clergy of Armagh, under the style of "Imperator Scotom," 
an entry which is still extant in the Book of Armawh 

- C)-- ~ f t e i  this victorious progress through Ulster, Brian proceeded to Tara, 
where he was solemnly crowned.-He had now subjugated all his enemies, 
and had time to turn his thoughts to the impmvement of his kingdom, to 
which he contributed in an extraorchary degree by the enactment of salutary 
laws, by the re-establishment of churches and educational establishments, 
and by the construction and repair of bridges, causeways and various public 
works, restoring to their old possessors the property taken from them by the 
Danes, raising fortresses and palaces, and putting an end to the existing 
confusion in genealogies by ordaining that all the branches of the f i s h  races 
should in future have surnames. 

Brian's authority as supreme King was now fully established, and after the 
peaceful interval, which he had empio ed to such good pqose ,  the 
advantage of even an enforced alliance etween the several inferior Kings i 
W ~ S  shown by new projects on the part of his antagonists, the Danes. The 
deposed monarch Malachy having been defeated by Maolmordna, Kbg  of 
Ic4nster ;mJ his Danish allies, had presented himself at Kincora to solicit 
the assistance of Brian, but had been unsuccessfd; in the summer of the 
same year Brim found the movements of the Danes so menacing that he 
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was compelled once more to take the field; and having devastated the 
territory of Ossory in his march, pitched his camp in the locality at present 
known as Kilmainham. Having returned, however, to Kincora with his 
spoils, the Danes, encouraged by his absence, and recoverin from the severe % defeats which they had sustained from his son Morrogh, ha summoned their 
allies from Scotland, from the Orkneys, from the Hebrides, from the Shetland 
Islands, from the Islands of the Baltic, and even from Denmark, Norway 
and other parts of Scandinavia, inviting the northern pirates to make a 
common effort for the complete subjugation of Ireland. The summons was 
obeyed with alacrity. 

On Palm Sunday; the 18th April, 1014, a powerful fleet, containing the 
contingents furnished from all parts of the world where the Danes resided, 
including some Norman, French, Belgians, and Britons from Wales and 
Cornwall, arrived in the bay of Dublin, under the command of Brodar, the 
Danish admiral.-The entire of these combined forces amounted to 12,000 
men, and their Irish allies, the Lagenians, numbered 9,000, in all 21,000 
men-the Lagenians being furnished by the counties of Wexford, Carlow, 
Wicklow, and Kildare, with part of the Queen's and King's County, the 
princes of which were in alliance with the Danes, and related by blood to Sitric, 
King of Dublin, whose mother, Gormlaith or Kormloda, the repudiated wife 
of Brim Boru, is said to have invited the noted pirates, Brodar and Upsceus, 
or Upsacus, td join the confederacy against her royal consort. 

About 20,000 men composed the amount of BrianJs army, of whom the 
Dalcassims or troops of Thomond collected from Clare, Limerick, and 
Tipperary, were commanded by himself in person, by his eldest son Murrogh, 
aided by his five other sons, Teige, Donagh, Donal, Conor, and Plan, and by 
Tarlough, the son of Murrogh, and Ween other nephews and relatives of 
Brim. These constituted the first of the three lines into which Brian's 
armJJ as well as that of the Danes, was formed in this famous Battle. The 
second body composed of the Conacians (Connaught men) under King Teige 
OJConnor and other chiefs. The third was formed by Desmonians and 
Desians, under Kian and other chiefs of Desmond. Mdachy, King of 
Meath, who did signal services in this battle, and who subsequently succeeded 
Brim, was appointed to assist the Dalcassians in the first division, while the 
Ultonians co-operated with the Desmonians in the third division, as did also 
Don& and the Scotch Stewards of L e m x ,  and Marr. The annals of 
Innisfallen speak of one of the Mayires of Fermanagh being amongst the 
Ultonians ; but it does not appear from the Annals of the Pour Masters or 
the Annals of Ulster that the north sent any forces. 

The left of Brian's army, which, like that of the Danes, was divided into 
three bodies, was commanded by adalachy, King of Meath, who, according 
to Keating,' retired with his troops in the beginning of the action, and 
refused to take part in it, to be avenged of Brian for his lost crown. This 
statement is accepted by M'Geoghe an and others ; but if it were true, it is % not at all likely that Malaohy woul have been universally recognised as the 
worthy successor of Brian, or rather the recoverer of his lost right.% 

1 Hi&. 2,250. 
X O'H&oran, however, has likewise sscribed this act of trencherr to Malachy, and he adds 

that it occurred at the very moment that the Dalgais with the whole right wing marched to 
attack, eword in hand, the Danes commanded by Brodar and Aisgiodal, whereupon Morrogh, 
+th great prwence of mind, cried out to his brave Dalgaia '' that this was the time to distinguish 
themselves, as they alone would have the unrivalled glory of cutthg off that formidable body of 
the enemy."-Elirt. 244. Hid. 3, 263. 
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In the meantime, the left, under the King of Cohnaught, attacked the 
Leinster Danes and their insular allies, while the troops of South Munster 
fell upon the Lagenians and their traitor King, Maolmordha. 

In the Annals of the Four Masters1 we -find it distinctly stated, that 
Malachy drove the foreigners and the Leinster men "by dint of battling, by 
bravery and striking," from the river Toika (Zulcainn) to Dublin (Athclaih), 
and in all probability the Dalcassian writers have invented this slander 
against Malachy in order to elevate the character of his competitor, Brian, 
whose command of the army devolved upon Malachy after the death of the 
Monarch. Ware, Vallency and Lanigan have also fallen into what Moore 
calls "the general error" concerning Malachy's treason. 

Having made his arrangements for battle, Brian harangued his troops, 
reminding them that the foes with whom they had to contend were the 
perpetual oppressors and murderers of their kings, dynasts and clergy-had 
never shown any mercy to age or sex-had spoiled and burned their churches, 
and had trampled under foot the most sacred relics of their saints, calling 
upon his troops to take f d  revenge for their treacherous acts, and for their 
profanation of so many churches on that Friday in Holy Week (on which 
the battle was fought) upon which Christ had died for their redemption, who 
would undoubtedly be present with them, as a just avenger of his holy 
religion and laws. Here the annalist repeats the charge against Malachy, 
and describes the prodigies of valour as well as military skill exhibited by 
the heroic Brian, who, as appears from other accounts, had been induced to 
retire to his tent, where he was attacked while in the act of prayer by 
Broder, the Danish chief, and slain with a blow of his battleaxe, but not 
until he had received a fatal sword thrust from the hand of the monarch, 

Then follows an account of the marvellous achievements of Morrough, 
Brien's eldest son, who though aged 63 yearsI2 slew several Danish 
officers of distinction, cutting down amongst the rest two standard bearers of 
the Danish army, as the Danish historians also record, and dispatched two 
others who had assailed him simultaneousIy. The heroic Morrough, who had 
owasionally retired with some of the chiefs to drink and cool their hands at 
the river, which was at last stopped by the Danes, at last encountered Prince 
h d ,  of Norway, just at the time when Morrough was unable to employ 
his sword from the swollen state of his hands. He therefore grasped the 
Norwegian with his left hand, shook him out of his armour, cast him to the 
earth, and pierced him through with his. sword. But the Norwegian even in 
dying was not nnrevenged, for while Monough stooped over him he snatched 
his knife or dagger and plunged it into his breast. The wound in a short 
time proved fatal, and MaIachy assumed the command. 

The death of Brim took place about this period of the contlict, and the 
Irish were so exasperated by the death of their king, that a total route of their 
enemies resulted after the cormnand was taken by Malachy, who again reignd 
eight years, four months and ten days, until the year 1022, when he died, 
aged 73 years? 

' An. 1013. 1 O'Flaherty, Ogygia, p. 435. 
Ibid, p. 436.-The passage in the Dublin edition of the Annals of Ulster, which describes 

tbe Danish loss at 13.000, and that of the Leinstermen at 3.000, is evidentl~ erroneona, if not 
nuauthentic The Ulster Annalists, who say nothing of VCarroll, of O'Neil, or Maguire of Fer- 
managh assisting Brim in this battle, state that the loss of the Danes did not exceed 7,000. The 
dnoala of Boyle agree with the Fonr 116astem that besides the 1000 Danes in armour, 3000 0 t h  
were killed, who, if added ta the 3000 LRiaster troops, would bear out the estimate of the Annab 
of Ulster. 
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The body of young Turlogh O'Brien was found in the waters of Tolka with 
his hands entangled in the hair of a Dane. Of the other distinguished fami- 
lies of Ireland almost every one lost a member. On the day after the battle 
the wounded were conveyed to the camp at Kilmainham, and on the next 
day the monks of St. Columba at Swords came to bear away the body of 
Brian in order to bury it in the Cathedral of Armagh, where it was deposited 
at the north side of the Cathedral, and those of Murrough and his relatives at 
the South. For twelve successive nights, according to the Annals,' the clergy 
of St. Pat,rick kept watch over the dead, chaunted hymns md offered up 
prayers for the souls of the heroes.' 

It appears from a n  accounts taken from the archives of Denmark by 
Torfzus, historiographer to Christian V, that equally with the Irish, Danes 
were engaged at opposite sides in the battle of Clontarf. This historian 
describes Brian as " a Prince justly celebrated for clemency, lenity and many 
other virtues." 

Among the inferior notabilia of the battle of Clontarf, which lasted one, 
not three days, as the Latin writers quoted by Lanigan has it, we may 
mention that tradition says that Brian sailed under the shadow of the towers 
and steeples of the monasteries and churches of the Holy Island ( h i s  
Cailthra) on Lough Dergh, as he proceeded up the Lake from Kincora, and 
that in the Norse, Broder, the slayer of Brian, is stated to have called all 
present to witness that i t  was he who killed him0 

1 Some, however, say that they were buried at Kilmainham, in the old church known as 
Bully's Acre," with the bodies of Thadeus O'Kelly, and other lords-whide some assert they 

brought it to Cashel. Dr. O'Donovan remarks (Anluck of the F m  Masters, 1013, note b.) that 
Moore has adopted in his interesting acconnt of this battle the falsifications made in the Dublin 
copy of the Annals of Innisfallen by Dr. O'Brien, who was assisted by John Conroy--such aa 
the presence of Tadphy Tadhg O'Connor, son of the king of Connaught and of Maguire, in the 
battle at which it seems they were not present. The Annals of Clonmacnoise state that all the 
Leinster chiefs, except O'Moore and O'Nolan, took part with the Danes, and that the O'Neals for- 
sook Kinn Brian in this battle, as did all Connaught (?) except Ifngh, the son of Ferial O'Rorke, 
and ~ e i ~ ; e  O'Kelly. 

P Annals of Ulster and Innisfdlen, h. 1014. 
3 History of the Orkneys, 10 c. p. 33. 
4 The appearance of the fort of Kincora at this day indicates clearly that it was fortified, aa 

its Danish name (Wwsaee, quoting Ue Danish Sagas) Kincoraborg would also show. Keating, 

indeed, givea a pretty lengthened list of places of strength erected or improved by Brian, bcqidea 
Kiicpra, within s few miles of which he repaired the round tower of Tomgrauey, built a church 
at Inniskeltra, and erected another at Killaloe. Amongst other places we find Cahir, Cashel, 
Roscrea in Tipperary, and in the county of Limerick, Lough Gm, Brurea, Duntryleague and 
Knockany. 
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C H A P T E R  111, 

B R U N  AND HIS IMMEDIATE SUCCESSOI1S; AND THE KINGS OF TROMOND, 

ALTHOUUH the battle of Clontarf may be said to have decisively crushed 
the power of the Danes, they still continued for some time to posscss 
considerable weaIth and influence in the principal cities and towns of Ireland, 
especially the seaports, where for the encouragement of commerce, to which 
they appear to have been as much addicted as to fighting and plundering, 
even Brian Boru had been willing they should remain. From their first 
invasion in A.D. 794 to the taking of Dublin by the Anglo-Norman 
invaders, and the death of ~ s ' c u l ~ h  Mac Thorkill in A.D. 1171, about a 
century and a half after the battle of Clontarf, we find this valiant and 
politic, but barbarously cruel and sacrilegious people engaged in contests with 
the natives for S77 years ; and not tW after the invasion of the Normans, 
a kindred people, as were indeed the Anglo-Saxons1 also, shall we lose sight 
of the Danes as a distinct community. At the present day we have many 
respectable families who are said to be of Danish blood, such as Haruld, 
Godfrey, Stack, and Trant, in Limerick and Kerry; and Plunket, Gould, 
Gilbert, Galway, Palmer, Sweetman, Dowdall, Evesard, Drumgoole, Blacker, 
Betach, Cnu'se, Skiddy, Terry, Revel, and some say Fagan, (of Feltrim), iu 
other parts of Ireland. 

In Limerick in particular we find the Danes giving the following Bishops,a 
the see being confined to the city as elsewhere, and these Bishops going for 
consecration to Canterbury, to whose Archbishops they promised canonical 
obedience, while the Irish Bishops were under Armagh, and were consecrated 
either in Ireland or in Rome. The Danish Bishops of Limerick were GiUe 
or Gilbert, Apostolic Delegate of Ireland, Bishop from 1110 to 1140, 
a most remarkable and learned Prelate. Patrick Harold, who died in 1151 ; 
Torgesius, and Brictius, who attended the Council of Lateran in 1179. 
Of the lives of these Bishops, and of the part taken by them in the 
ecclesiastical affairs of the diocese and kingdom generally, as far as appears 
in the.authorities accessible to us, we shall treat, when giving the lives of 
the Bishops of Limerick. In reference to the early Bishops of the See, we 
shaU follow, for the most art, the learned Sir James Ware. 

If Brian's eminent qua y ities and powerful resources had compelled an 
acquiescence in his claims to the chief monarchy while he lived, the legitimist 
claim met a prompt recognition after his decease. In conformity with the 
view taken of his usurpation by some of the annalists, who call it "rebellion 
with treachery," the Annals of Innisfallen as we11 as those of Ulster oow~t 
the years of Brian7s reign amongst those of the deposed Prince who preceded 
and succeeded him. The example thus set by Brian, who, with the exception 
of Baetan, was the only chief Monarch not chosen from the Hy-Niall race 
for upwards of 500 years, was one cause of the troubles which we have now 
to record, and which owing partly to the laws of succession, are unfortunately 

J Sir F. Palgrave. 1 Ware's Blahops. 
3 



but too often met with in the events of Irish history. Even in the year 
1016, whcn the unusual entry in the Anmls of of " Sith in Erid" 
U Peace in Irckand))) which like the shutting of the Temple of Janus in Rome 
,v, looked on as quite a remarkable occurrence, even in this very year King 
Mdxhy, now once more s u p m e  King, was obliged to enforce his supremacy 
by invading Ulster. Having obtained hostages he again defe~ted the l)anes, 
subsequently the northern O'NeiLls, assisted by the E~~genians or people of 
South Munster, and soon after accoxnpanicd by Donogh, son of Urian Yoru, 
invorlcd Connaught, and forced itr princes to give hostages.' After defeahing 
the Northerns at the Ycllow Ford, now called Atllboy, he retircd A.D. 102% 
to a s m d  island in Lake Annim, in Meath, where this excellent prince de- 
voted his last hours to works of penitence and dwotion, provid'mg amongst 
other deeds of mercy for the support of 300 orphas ~hildren.~ We now 
return to the Princcs of Thomond. 

The unnaturd {cud betwecn TPIguc and Donogh, the sons of Brian, is isle 
principal cvcnt in the history of h e r i c k  from the battle of Clontarf to the 
murder of ihc cldcr of these princes. This latter treacherous mt which took 
place h 1013, is ascribed by the Four &fasterna to the E2i, and is expressly 
said to havc bccn perpetrated at the instigation of Donogb, who had recently 
sustained a d e b t  at the h d s  of his brother in the part of Thomond on the 
rastcrn sidc of the Shannon. 'She previous year 1022 had witnessed the 
~lcath of thc illustrious Malachy, successor of Brim in the monarchy, which 
may have proha,ly suggested the itlea of the fratricide as a means of remov- 
iug the p~ineipal obstwle betwcen Donogh and the throne of Tara. 

'the country of momond, which extended from the Shannon to the Slieve 
Bloom moun~~ins, had becn sulrjcctcd4 to two invasions. before the assassina- 
tion of Teige ; on the first ocwsion by the Desmonians under Domld, the 
fathcr of the Prince of Dcsmond, who had also been slain by Donogh, and 
who were dcfentcd by the brave Ddc;usLms the y e s  after the battle of 
CluntnFf; on the wcoud occasion by the army of Connaugllt, which 
plunrlcred and dcstroycd both Khcora and I(ill,doe. This was also doubtless 
oemsioned by the ambition of the Khg of Comaugllt, encompd by the 
unnatural p ~ r r e l  which hcd so h t d  a termination. Donogh prospered so 
much that he obtained hostages three y w s  after bis brothe?~ dcath from 
various chiefs of Leinstor; he exacted. the homage of the Danes of Dublin, 
was now recognized as monarch of Leath Mogha or the southern half of 
Irelnntl, when he as defeated by the Ossoriam and had a formidable 
nntnsonist to his claims in his nephew Tudough, the son of the assasshated 
Prince, Tcigh, \rho vw supported by Dhrmid M a e h b o  afternards King 
of Leinste~, at the instigation of Dittrmid whose territory of IIy-ILinseW 
Donogh had invaded, burning Ferns and committhg other devastations in 
\~Tcrfunl. Scvenl sacrilegious robberies were at this time at 

Clonmacnoise, &c. It i s  to the credit of Donogh that he d e  satisfaction 
to the clergy of Clonmacnoise for a most revoltkg sacrilegiooos r o b b e ~ ,  
on which occasion the robbers stole a model of Solomon's telnple, ~rob?hly 
a tal)crmclr, and r gold plated silver chalice, the former a gift of a Plmce 
of wnltb, the latter tastefully engraved by a sister of King lb lou@ 
O'Connor. L 1199, some of the Danes of Limerick were executed for 

I -4nn:;ls of thc Four Jfasters, and Innisfnil. Annals of Four 3hters. 
a Do. m. 103. See also Tigernach. 4 A n d $  of Four Blasters, an. 1041. 
3 Tigcrnach and Inisfail, an. 10'". U An&& of lnuisfnil and Four 3ia:ters. 
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des oiling the monastery of Clonmacnoise. In the year 1050' a Synod was 
he1 g at Killaloe, to provide some remedies against a prevalent distress, 
occasioned by bad seasons, and to restrain crimes, under Donogh and Cde, 
"the head of the ~ i e t y  of Ireland," as the annalists call hjm, upon which 
occasion, as our authorities inform us they " enacted a law and restraint upon 
every injustice, great and small; and God gave peace and favourable weather 
in consequence of this law." 

'The power of Donogh now began to decline, for he had sustained two 
serious reverses. During his absence in Desmond, his enmy Diarmid had 
invaded Munster with an army of Lagenians rind Danes, of whom he was 
now acknowledged king, and severely avenged Donogh's, andconnor MelaghI.inys 
raid into Fingal, on which occasion they had made many prisoners in the 
great stone church of Lusk. The second blow was inflicted on Donogh, in 
Thomond, where Torlough, the son of Teighe, maintained his ground against 
Donogh's son, Murrough, assisted by his Connaught allies, as he had been 
by Hugh O'Connor and by the king of Leinster in Middle Munster. In the 
latter the Lagenians and Danes burned one of the forts strengthened by 
Brim Born-namely, Duntryleague; and during another expedition, under 
D i a d ,  which took place in 1056, they destroyed another of these forts- 
that at Lough Gurr, finishing their ravages by the destruction of Nenaglz. 

Donogh's deposition was now a proximate event.-Diam-d invaded 
Munster, once more burned Limerick and E d y ,  and defeated Donogh in a 
severe battle in the glen of Aherlow. Hugh O'Connor destroyed Kincora, 
with the town and Church of Killaloe ; and Turlogh and the Lagenians once 
more burned Limerick in the year 1063, and exacted hostages throughout 
Muuster. At last being utterly defeated by Turlogh and the King of Leinster, 
at the foot of the Ardagh mountains, he abclicated the crown of Kunster, 
thus transferring his royal honors to his nephew. In  the hope of atoning 
for his sins he afterwards set out on a pilgrimage to Rome, where he died 
with every appearance of sincere penitence, in the Monastery of St. Stephen, 
in the year 1064. Some writers assert that Donogh not only left the crown 
and regalia of Ireland with the Pope but made him over his kingdom, an 
empty compliment, if it took place at all, which is not probable, as it is not 
mentioned by any of the old annalists. It is added by those who tell this 
story, that the crown was afterwards given to Henry the 11. by Pope Adrian 
the Fourth after the Norman conquest." 

' Annals of Four Mactern . .. - - -. 
Donogh was connected with the RoyaI family of England, having married Dridla, sister of 

Harold, afterwards Kig of England. Harold took refuge in Wand (&on Chronicle, an. 1051) 
during the rebellion of his father against Edward the Confessor, and was furnished by Donogh 
with a squadron of nine ships, with which he harassed the coast of England. In the time of 
Donogh the celebration of Athletic games wae encouraged, and more taxes were raised and 
more ordinances made than during the period which had elapsed since the coming of St. Patrick. 
- A m b  of Inn&fail, an. 1023 (wde 1040). 

Two interesting relics supposed to belong to Brian Born are still in existenc~namely, hie 
harp and his sceptre. Tbe latter waa presented to the museum of the Royal Dublin Society, 
where it ia preserved, by the Dowager Marchioness of Thomond, after the death of her husband 
in 1857. The harp, according to the statement given in the fourth volume of the " Collectanea 
de Rebm Hibernicis," remained, with the crown and otber regalia of Brian Boru, in the Vatican, 
nutit the ~e ign of Efenry VIII., when that "Defender of the Faithn received the harp with his 
new title. The Pope, it ia said, kept the crown, which was of massive gold. Henry gave the 
harp to the first Earl of Clanrickarde, and it was preaented by a lady of the De Burgh family 
to that of M'Mahon, of Clenagh, jn the county Clare. In 1782 it wae preaented to the Right 
Hon. a. Con~yngham, who presented i t  to Trinity College, where it still remains. Moore thinh 
the harp is modern, becantle it bears the O'Brien arms (in silver) ; hkt on this principle we might 
doubt the antiquity of the ronnd tower on Devenish Island because it bears a moOern inzcription, 



Since thc dmth of Malachy, who was himself formally recognised by the 
states of Meath only, though tacitly accepted by the nation, the ascription 
of thc title of supreme king by our native historians appears to have resulted 
rather from drlcrence to might than to right-at least the most powerful for 
the time being of the Royal raccs of Irchud were recognised as the nomind 
monarchs, or as the Irish express it, Righ go Freasabhra, "kings with oppo- 
sition." As the plan which we have laid down for ourselves will not allow 
of our introducing more of the generd history of Ircland than may serve to 
illustrate that of Limerick, we can refer but briefly to the exploits of Dermot, 
King of Leiustcr, who is by some historians reckoned as nomind monarch 
after IXC d a t h  of Donogh, whom he obliged to abdicate the crown, in favor 
of Turlogh, the son of Teige, and grandson of Brim Boru. There is a 
great siinilarity indeed in the military history of of the enterprising kings of 
this period, and Dermot's included the crushing of a rebeUion raised by 
Murchad, the son of Donogh ; the compelling of the king of Comaugl~t to 
give hostages; the exacting tribute from the people of Nmth and Dublin ; 
and if we can believe the coiitimt~tion of the Annals of Tigernach, the 
subjection of the Welsh and IIebrides, or at least to the extent implied by 
the fact, that they acre obliged to pay 'him tribute. At last this vigorous 
nloiiarch a p i n  entered lfeath in 1072,' and was defeated with great slaughter 
at  thc bottle of Odhba, being himself killed, and leaving Turlogh, by his 
deat,h, the most po~erful  king in Ireland. 

l'udegll now entered upon the usual course of one determined to be recog- 
nised W the Soverc.ig11-in-Cl~i ~w competitors of his o m  family existing 
since A.D. 1068, the year of the death of Morrogh " of the short shield," 
who was shin during a foray into Teffia, a territory now forming a part of 
Westmeath i d  Longford ; while the King of Conmught, Aedh of the Broken 
Spear, who had dcfcated Dermot, Turlough, and their " great army of Leath- 
mogha," u the anndists call it, some fivc years bcforc, had himself fallen in 
turn, in battle with Art O'hurkc, Prince of Breffny, who hsd invaded his 
territories. Counor, too, the son of M d ~ h y ,  had fallen in the year 1073, 
by the Laud of an assassin, and Turlogh, now admitted to be the most potent 
of the native Kings, prepared hi~nsclf for an expedition into Ulster, shere the 
indomitable O'Neills maintained  the^ independence. 

The Annals of the Four Masters for this year2 record a curious anecdote 
of Turlough in refcrcnce of his having carried off the head of the murdered 
King of Mcath from the Abbey of Clmacnoise on a Good Friday, immedi- 
ntdy btsfore his Northern expedition.-" It was brought back again from the 
South with two rincs of gold along with it through the miracles of God and 
Kitmn. A g c a t  dlscue seized the King Turlough O'Bien, which caused 
his h i r  and b c ~ d  to fdl oE through the miracles of God and Kiaran, for 
when the h i d  of Connor was brought into his presence, a mouse issued out 
of it and vent undrr his garinent, which was the cause of his disease." The 
Anuals of C!oniuacnoisa3 illcutioi~ the same curious story, and state that 
Brim "w3s li!ie to die nntil he restored the said head with ccrtain gold." 

I t  was dnr!ng an cuprtlitku uukrtaken into Meath,immediately after this, 
to y d i s ! ~  11-wrough &laghln, the brother and murderer of Connor, that he 
~itirit'd. off the h e ~ d  of one of the bitterest of his enemies, as relatcd above. 

I Ann:h of Four Umters, of Ioniafail, and Tigernach. 
2 -\. l). 1072. 
3 I. V. h i 0  {recto 1073). 
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In  1015 Turlogh marched into Connaught, and received homage and 
hostages from OYRourke, O'Reilly, O'Kelly, MacDermod, and other Princes. 

I n  the following year, accompanied by the army of Munster, Turlogh 
marched into Meath, and received the submission of King Melachlin, the 
latter being accompanied by the Bishop of Armagh, styled by the Annalists 
the Successor of Saint Patrick, who brought with him the Buchnl Isa, or 
" Staff of Jesus." I n  this year, according to the Four Masters, Dunlevy 
O'Neoghy and the chiefs of Ulidia went into Mimster to serve for pay. 

In  1084, the chief of the Ulidians, having engaged the services of Douogh, 
the son of O'Ruarc, nicknamed "the Cock," who commanded the 'forces of 
East Connaught, marched into Leinster and encamped at Monecronogh, where 
he was encountered by Murtagh O'Brien, son of Turlogh, at  the head of the 
troops of Leinster, Ossory, Munster, and the Danes of Dublin. Four thousand 
persons were left dead on the ficld in this action, which appears to have been 
a drawn battle. O'Ruarc was amongst the slain, and his head having been 
brought to Limerick, it was exposed on Singland, ncar the city, probably in 
the locality now occupied by the Water Works, near Gallows Green. 

While Turlogh's army was engaged in Leinster, the Ulstermen enterpd 
l'homond, and burned Killaloe, Tomgraney, Scariff, and Moynoe, of which 
WHdloran says in his usual patriotic style, " then flourishing cities on the 
banks of the Shannon, now scarce retaining the traces of villages." But 
'l'urlogh had his revenge, for in the next year (1085) he once more inwded 
the north, ravaged the territor.y, and took I\luireadhach, Prince of Muinter- 
rolies (the tribe name of the Magpnalls or Reynolds) in the southeln half of 
the county Leitrim. 

This was the last expedition of this vigorous monarch, who died in 1086, 
a t  Kincora, in the 77th year of his age, from thc effects of a disease resulting 
from the incident which we have quoted from the Annals of the Four Masters, 
and Clonmacnoise. His forgiveness of his nephew, Murched, who raised a 
formidable rebellion in Thomond, in the second year of his reign, and to 
whom, though he renewed his revolt after being forgiven, he assigned ample 
possessions in Cuonogh and Aharla, in the county Limerick, grove him to 
have been a man of a generous and forgiving disposition. As a proof of the 
high character he enjoyed amongst his contrmporsrics, we may refer to this 
letter' addressed to him by the illustrious Lanfrsnc, Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, as " The magnificent Ibrlougb, King of Irclsnd," in which, he says, 
that " God was mercifully disposed towards the people of Ireland, in giving 
him royal power over that land, and stating that though hc has neter well 
him, he loves him from the description 11e had rcceirrd of his pious liumilit.~, 
his severe justice, and his discreet equity." h arldiiional proofs not, only of 
the high estimation in which l'urlough was hdd, but of'his bring rccopnisrd 
as monarch of Ireland by his conte~nyorarics, we may inrntion that anothr:r 
letter was addressed to him some years :tfter by Gregory VII., in which he 
is called "the illustlious King of Ireland j)) and, at the request of the chiefs 
of Man, !h~rlough sent a prince of the blood royal to be rcgcnt during the 
minority of their youthfid king. 

In  Lanfranc's letter to Turlogh hc complains that in his kingdom manhgrs 
were often irregularly contracted; that bisllops were consecrated by oue 
bishop ; that infants wcre bapt,ised without onsecratcd chrism ; and that holy 

Usher Vet. Epist. Bihern Syll. 
2 Chronicle ~f Mm, A . D  1075 
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orders were given by bishops for money. As Lanfranc makes the same 
complaint about irreodar marriages in his letter to Gothric, Kmg of Dublin, 
Dr. Lanigan' supposes these abuses were confined chiefly to the Danes; 
while as to the second and third objections, Lanfranc was mistaken as to what 
is required by evangelical and apostolical authority snd the canon law. 
Besides, the Irish still retained the order of dorqiseoyoi. The charge of 
simony, Lanigan thinks, may have been partly true ; but that crime was not 
confined to the Irish, nor to the church of any particular time or locality. 

C H A P T E R  1.T. 

HISTORY OF TEE KINGS OF THOMOND, CONTINUED* 

KING Turlough was succeeded by his second son, Murtagh OJBrienJ not 
andeservedly surnamed Mwe, or the Great, as king of Thomond, and nominal 
king of I r e l d ,  A.D. 1106, Of his two brothers, the eldest had died at 
Kincora, and the other, Demott, h a w  been banished into Comught, 
Uurtagh became the sole, but by no means the undisputed sovereip. The 
rovincial kings joined Demot, who was subsequently slain in Meath in his 

frother's army, A.D. 1103, in a coalition against the king of Thomond, ss 
pretender to the chief sovereignty of Ireland ; and another formidable oppo- 
nent appeared in the person of Domnal MrLoughlin, chief of the Hy-Niells, 
who, having enforced homage from the k h g  of Connaught, united that 
prince's forces to his 0% and with the combined army invaded Munster. 
Rory (YConnor's West Connaught men had defeated MurtaghJs fleet, when 
attempting to dislodge them from their position on Innishayrcuch (Horned 
Island) in the Shannon, previonsly to the junction of the Northern forces 
with those of Connaught, and Murtagh now found himself unable to retaliate 
with effect until the most terrible devastations had taken place in his 
dominions. The invaders burned Limerick, devastated the county as far as 
Ernly, Lough Gur, and Bmree, beseiged and demolished Kincora, and carried 
off the head of O'Ruarc from the place of its exposure at Singland.2 Mur- 
tagh, determined to strike the first blow at the king of Connaught, dispatched 
n tleet in the follo~ving year, 1089, as far as Loughree, on the Shannon, and 
greatly to his discredit lundered the churches3 on the various islands, and 
along the shores of the 7 ake, including those of Innisclothran, Inniboffin, and 
Innis-aingin. The Dalcassian troops were, however, intercepted in their 
retreat by the king of Connaught, who had occupied Inishaymuch and 
Rug'ma ; and being obliged to tarn back to Athlone were encountered by 
Donald (YPelaghLof king of Meath, who gave them a safe conduct to 
Thomond, on condition of leaving behind their vessels. With these vessels 
the kings of Yeath and Connaught immediately afterwards descended the 
Shannon; and once more invaded Thomond. 

1 Ecclesiastical Hist. of Ireland, chap. xxir. 
2 Four Masters, ad. an. 1088. 
S Ibid. ad. an. 1089. 
4 This nsme appears in a variety of spellings. 
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I n  the year 1090 a congress was held on the b d s  of Lough Nea *h' where 
the two princes, Murtagh and Mac Loughlin (or OJLoughlin) , agree to divide h 
the kingdom of Ireland between them, the former ruling Leath Mogha, or 
the southern half, and the latter Leith Cuin, or the northern moiety. On 
this occasion they pledged themselves by the most solemn oaths, 'C upon the 
relics of the saints of Erin, and the crozier of St. Patrick." At this meeting 
the kings of Connaught and of Meath were also present, and as did 
also Murtagh, hostages to the head of the Hy-Niels; but if this was an 
admission of his claims to the chief sovere$pty, i t  was cancelled by a similar 
tender of hostages to Murtagh by the new chief monarch, M'Loughlin, who, 
notwithstanding this solemn convention, was engaged in hostilities with the 
king of Thomond in this very year,2 and obliged to do him homzge. In 
1094 Murtagh again invaded Leinster and Meath, defeated O'Comor Paly ; 
attacked the Meathians, and having slain Donald O'Melaghlin, king of Taa, 
divided his territories between his two brot.hers. 

According to Sir James Ware, a present of Irish pearls was made in the 
ear 1094, by the bishop of Limerick, to Ansclrn, archbishop of Canterbur?: iy whom the present was graciously received. 
In the years 1095 and 1096 peace prevailed in consequence of a pestilence 

which the annalists say spread over all Europe, and carried oG a fourth of 
the population of Ireland, including many persons of distinctioil, and amongst, 
the rest Godfrey Erenach. Iu the meantime Murtagh had employed himself 
in rebuilding Kincora, and, having completed the work of rc-edification, once 
more undertook an expedition as far as Louth, where, however, by the inter- 
position of the bishop of Armagh, the effision of blood was prevented. 

In the year l101 Murtagh convoked a great assembly at Cashel, and made 
a'donation to the church, such as "no king had ever made before," grmtihg 
Cashel to the "religious of Ireland in general without any claim of layman 
or clergyman upon it," as the annalists express it, thus dedicating the scat 
of the Munster kings to God and to St. Pa t r i~k ,~  who had there preached 
the Gospel to Zngus, king of Munster and his court. 

I t  was about the time of this splendid donation to the church that Murtagh 
made his famous expedition into Ulster, and, having led a large body of 
troops into his-owen, devastated the peninsula, destroyed the churches, 
and, in revenge for the destruction of Kincora, utterly demolished thc ven- 
erable palace of the Hy-niells, called Aileach or the Eagle's Nest, ordering 
his soldiers to carry away the very stones to Limerick in their provision bags.' 

In the year 1103 Murtagh sustained a decisive defeat from Macloghlin, on 

1 Annals Innisfail, an. 1074 (recte 1090). 
a Four Masters, 1090. 
8 Annals of Innisfallen, 1101. 
4 Mr. O'Corr~. adds that " with these stones [which the soldiers brought in their sacks] Mur- 

tagh O'Brien afterwards built a parapet upon the top of his royal palace, (which is sitnute on the 
site of the present Cathedral of Limerick) as a perpetual memorial of his victory over the ancient 
enemies of his house." Mr. O'Curry adds, "I may mention that this was not a wenton deed of 
destrnction on the part of O'Brien, but a retaliation for a similar insult which the Northetn 
bands, two hundred years before that, offered to the Dalcassians, when they made a sudden and 
unexpected rush into that country, and cnt down, and carried away by force, from the celebrated 
woods of Creatalaclr (Cratloe, I believe) as much prime oak as roofed and adorned the same palace 
of AileadL." The Grainan of Aileach is situate in the county of Donegal, about U mile from the 
munty of Derry, and on the top of a mountain 802 feet high, to which it has given its name of 
Grainan. The Ordnance Survey of Londonderry (page 217) gives a graphic description and 
recount of this very curious and celebrated ancient construction ; and we refer the readcr to that 
extremely interesting volume for the fullest parlicuI~rs on the subject. 
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drc of Cobha in Tyrone,' on which occasion the royal tent and maw 
vi~luable jewels were captured.* The following years are chiefly occupied with 
tesultlrss campaigns between Murtagh and Macloughlin, and the interposition 
of the clergy in brillging about temporary pacifications. In 1114, say the 
annals,3 " a great fit of sickness attacked Murtagh O'Brien, so that he became 
a living skeleton, and resigned his kingdom; and Diarmuid (his brother) 
assumcd the kingdom of Munster after him without emission." During 
hlurtagb's absence in Leinster, Thomond was invaded y Torlogh CYConnor, 
king of Connaught, who plundered the cowtry as far as Limerick, and carried 
off spoil and prisoners. On this occasion Donald O'Brien, son of Teige, was 
slain while defending his country against the invaders. In  the second year after 
also, 1116, Torlogh O'Connor again invaded Thomond, and advancing without 
resistance, demolished Kincora as well as the fort of Boromha, which had 
been crected by Brim Boru--an insult which the Dalcassians vainly attempted 
to avexge under Demod, brother of Murtagh OJBrien, who led an army into 
Connaught, but was repulsed and obliged to make a precipitate retreat. In 
11 17, l'homond was again invaded by the forces of Connaught, commanded 
by Brian, son of Morrogh OO'Flaherty, and the son of Cathal O'Connor, who 
defeated the Munster troops fist at Leacan in West Thomond, and afterwards 
at Latteragh in Ormond, with still greater loss. The death of Dermod 
O'Brien was followed in a year by that of his brother Murtagh. This event 
took place in 1119, and this ermnent prince, whose character ranked so high 
in his lifetime that he was often consulted by the king of England, Henry I., 
was buried in the cathedral of KiUaloe, l~hich, from the time of the donation 
of Cwhel to the Church, to the period of the Anglo-Noman imasion, 
became the residence of the descendants of the illustrious Brim Boru. 

Murtagh bad three sons, Domhnal, appointed Governor of Dublin, who 
embraced a monastic life in 1118 ; Mahon, the ancestor of the Mac Mahons 
of Corkabaskin, and Kennedy, of whom there is no furtxer notice. Murtagh 
O'Brien, as Malmsbq, a contemporary author, informs us,* made alliances 
with other foreign princes besides Henry I. of England. He gave one of his 
daughters to Amulph de Montgomery, eldest son of the Earl of Arundel in 
England, whom he is said to have assisted in his rebellion against Henry I. ; 
and another to Sicard, son of Magnus king of Norway. Keating states his 
belief that MMurtagh died at Armagh. He was the last supreme monarch of 
his race. 

1 Annals of Four Masteta: 
1 About this time took place the celebrated Synod of Uisneach, in Westmeath, presided over- 

acrordinp to the Abbe M'Geogbegan, by Gilbert, Bishop of Limerick, under circumstances here. 
aftct to Ibe refeneci to, 

a Annals of Pour Masters. 
4 Mnlrnsbw$ Do &g. Angle, lib. v. 
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C H A P T E R  V .  

ANNALS OF TIIOMOND. 

La James Ware and O'Flahertyl are of opinion that parties were so evenly 
balanced after the death of Murtagb O'Brien, that for seventeen years after 
that event no dynast was sufficiently powerful to assume the title of monarch 
of Ireland. But after the death of Donald Mac: Loughlin, who reigned 
without competition during the two years that he survived Murtagh, Turlogh 
Wonnor, son of Roderick, king of Connaught, is considered to have the 
fairest claim, and is accordingly set down by most historians as the next 
monarch of Ireland. Some, however, only assign to Turlogh the rank of 
king of Leath-Cuin, while Connor O'Brien is regarded as possessing an 
equitable claim to be considered monarch of Leath-Mogha. 

Turlogh, although a brave prince, did not disdain to avail himself of the 
arts of policy to strengthen his own interest to the prejudice of O'Brien. 
He sowed dissensions between the Eugenians and Dalcassians, touching their 
claims to alternate successiona to the throne, and succeeded in creating tem- 
yorary divisions amongst the Dalcassians themselves. In the year 1124, 
O'Connor constructed a fleet on Lough Derg, conveyed them across the falls 
of the Shannon, at Doonas, plundered the country of the Hy-Conaill, at 
Foynes' Island, and captured the fleet of Desmond.-Cormac Macarthy, the 
king of Desmond, was shortly after defeated by O'Connor, near Kilkenny, 
ind obliged to seek an asylum in the monastery of &ismore. But O'Brien, 
having effected a reconciliation between the members of his own family, by 
giving Torlogh, Thomond, west of the Shannon; and the other brother, 
Ormond, proceeded in the same year, 112'7, to Lismore, and, with the con- 
sent of the Eugenian chiefs, restored Cormac, dethroned his brother Donough, 
set up by O'Connor, and forced him to fly with his adherents into Con- 
naught. In  the year 1136, Cormac invaded Thomond, and was opposed by 
an ancestor of the Macnarnaras;Wu~su, i.e. the "Dog of the Sea," who 
was slain in the battle.-Cormac was defeated at Clonkeen-Modinog, near 
Cashel, on which occasion several of the princes of the Eugenians, together 
with OJLoghliu, king of Bunen, were left dead on the field. The next year, 
1136, is given as the date of Tmlogh's recognition as supreme sovereign, 
although O'Brien had just given decided proofs of undiminished rigor, by 
routing the united armies of the king of Leinster and the Danes of Dublin, 
after which he had led his victorious troops into Connaught, when an arrange- 
ment was entered into between O'Brien and O'Connor, by the interposition, 
or under the sanction of the archbishop of T ~ a m . ~  

In the war between Cannor O'Brien and Macarthy, O'Brien W& supportd 
by Dermot Macmorrough, king of Leinster, who obtained an nnfortunate 
notoriety by bringing the English into Ireland. This happened in 1137 ; 
a d  the new $lies, assisted by a fleet of the Danes of Dublin and Wexford, 
having besieged Waterford, Donogh Macarthy was compelled to submit, and 
to give hostages of the Desies and the Danes of Dublin, as a return for their 
services. Connor, now styled Lord of Thomond and Ormond, gave hostages 
to the king of Leinster, for defending Desmond for him from the Macarthies ; 
and thus it appears that Turlough's claim to the monarchy was now ulmittal, 

ogygia. 1 Aonah of ~nnisfail, Munater -\nnals Apud Vallmcy. 
a Annals of Four Masters. 4 Ibid. Ad. An. 1133. 
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even by OJBrien himself, though so fiercely appropriated by the O'Briens for 
more than a hundred years. In the next year, 1138, the Annals of the Four 
Masters' mention the treacherous assassination at Cashel, of Connac, the king 
and bishop, the founderS of the beautiful church still called Cormac's Chapel, 
the murderer being Turlogh, son of Dermod O'Brien, who afterwards suc- 
ceeded to the crom of Thomond. Thus the Mac Carthies were expelled, 
and Connor O'Brien was now left k sole ossession of the crown of Munster, 
to which he added that of the Danes of !Dublin, agakst whom he marched 
an army in 1142, and forced their submission. In the next year Connor. 
O'Brien died at Killaloe, where he was interred in the Cathedral, and was 
succeeded by his next brother Turlogh. Comor died possessed of all the 
rights and powers annexed to the sovereignty of Leath Mogha. He was a 
prince of great conrage, perseverance, and ability; a d  though he had com- 
mitted in his various expeditions several acts of spoliation on the Church, 
be is stated in the recoras of the Abbey of St. Peter at Ratisbon, to have 
founded and supported it vhile he lived, and to have sent m d c e n t  presents 
in aid of the Crusaders to Lothaire, the Roman Emperor.3--Connor was 
surnamed na Cathera& or " of the cities," on account of the many he 
founded and improved, says O'Hdoran, which also accounts for his other 
nickname of cc spattered robe"--according to others from his having built or 
strengthened a fort on Lough Ree. 

Turlough, the brother and successor of Connor TBrien, whose son MW- 
tagh was obliged to content hhselt with Thomond, began his reign by a 
war with Turlough O'Connor and an invasion of Leinster. He  was set upon 
the throne of Limerick by Murtagh MTiell of the line of Keremon, who 
succeeded to the monarchy of heland. In  punishment of O'Connor's raid 
into Munster, in sustainment of the claims of Connor, grandson of Murtagh- 
More O'Brien, Turlough O'Brien marched into Connaught, and cut down the 
Ruaidh Rheithigh4 (the red birch tree of Hy-Piachra Aadhne, under which 
the kings were inaugurated), and demolished its stone fort, but returned 
without effecting any important resdts, and in 1144 was reconciled to 
O'Connor at Terrgglass, in Onnond-though, as we learn from the Pour 
Masters,5 the truce only lasted a year, the next year having been signalised 
by so many predatory excursions that Ireland was made " a trembling sod," 
to use the expressive lmgaage of these amaists. Turlobgh founded R mon- 
astery for the Cistercian m o d s  in 1148, the grpat monastery of Nenay, or 
Commogue, h the county of Limwick, dedicated to the Blessed Vhgin. 

In the year 1149, the King of Munster once more led an army into Con- 
naught, destroying the Dun or Castle of Galway. I n  the next year he 
marched to Dublin, plundering Slane, in Meath, on his way, and exacted 
hostages £mm the Danes of Dublin. In the foUovhg year (1161), while 
absent in West Munster, opposing the nilacarthies, he was deposed by his 
brother, Teige Gle, whom he had released from prison, assisted by the king - 

1 Ibid. Ad. An. 1138. Ibid. Ad. An. 1134. 
2 " In the Chronicles of Reinshnrgh or Ratisbon, in Germany, it is related that Dyoniqius, 

Chriitianus and Gregory, three snccessive Irish Abbots, of the Benedictine Uonastery of St. 
dames's ,at the west gate of Ratisbow sent their own Irish messengers at three several times into 
Ireland with the Emperor Conradus's letters recommending them. To these messengers was 
delivered so great a sum by the aforesaid Conor O'Brian, otherwise Calla Slapper Sallach, King 
of North Munster, or Limerick, that thereby their cloister was from the very foundation, m a 
short time, rebdt so magnificently that it surpassed all in those days; and besides, with said 
money, the monks purchased for their maintenance, both witbin the town of Ratisbon, and in 
the country, a pererpetud revenue and estate, and notwithstanding all, a great quantity of sdd 
money was &ll'remaining.-Peter Wnlsh. 

4 Annals of Fout EIasters, 114% 8 Ibid, 1145. 
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of Conmught, who, invited by Teige ale, and joined by Demot Macmorrogh, 
advanced into Munster, and ravaged the country, until they reached Moin- 
more, or the Great Bog, which, according to Dr. O'Donovan,l is Monimore, 
in the parish of Emly, Barony of Clanwilliam, and county Tipperar . In 
this fiercely contested battle, the armies of Leinster and Connaug?~t, ed by I 
Boderick, whose troops had once more destroyed Xincora, duripg their late 
invasion of Munster, were opposed by O'Brien, accompanied by the Dalm- 
sians alone; and, notwithstanding the desperate valour of these noble 
warriors, were completely successful. The army of Munster was t@ly 
defeated, and the king of Thomond, with his army, left dead on the field.2 

Altogether there fell of the Mononians five thousand men. The loss on 
the other side was severe, but not at all to be compared with that of the army 
of Munster, which the monarch now divided into two principalities, appointing 
the two treacherous Munster princes its rulers. Roderick, the last monarch 
of Ireland of MiIesian descent, now entered Thomond, and having proceeded 
as far as Croom, which he burned, returned after the capture of great spoils. 

The unfortunate Turlogh OJBrien having ineffectually attempted to pro- 
cure shelter among the Danes of Limerick, fIed to Ulster, where he was shcl- 
tered by the native chieftains, to whom he was able to make ample recompense 
for their hospitality, having carried with him many jewels and valui~bles to 
the number of sixty, besides the drinking horn of Brian Boru, and one bun- 
dred and twenty ounces of gold.= In  the arrangement which followed the 
defeat of Turlogh, Desmond fell to Dermod M'Carthy, and Thomond to 
Teige O'Brien. The fortunes of %rlogh O'Connor had scarcely obtained 
the ascendant over those of O'Brien when a new rival appeared in the person 
of Murtagh O'Loughlin (MacLoughlin or OJNeill), representative of tbe 
royal Hy-NieUs of Tyrone, and the host and champion of the king of Mun- 
ster, in whose favour he formed a league of the Ulster princes, and having 
conquered Turlogh O'COMO~, replaced Turlogh O'Brien on his throne, or as 
the Four Masters say, to one-half of his kingdom. On the return of Teige 
O'Brien into Thomond he was barbarously deprived of his sight by his bro- 
ther Dermod Eh, and died the next year, 1154. Turlogh O'Brien having 
made submission three years after his restoration, Roderick, his father, in- 
curred the resentment of O'Neill, who, accompanied by Dennod MacMur- 
rough and his troops, entered Desmond, and exacted the submission of the 
Macarthies. He next laid siege to Limerick, then chiefly inhabited by Danes, 
drove out Wlogh O'Brien, expelled the Dalcassians from Thomond, and di- 
vided Munster between Dermod Macarthy, whose father had been murdered, 
as before mentioned, at Cashel, and Connor, the son of Donald O'Brien, in 
whose person, as the senior representatives of Murtagh-More O'Brien, the 

Note to Four Masters. 1151. 
Amongst the families still extant, who lost some of their members in this seeond Clontarf, 

the Annals of the Four &fasters give the following from the book of Le~an:-~~ The following 
were the chieftains that were here slain:-Muicertagh, son of Conchovar O'Brien, the second 
beYt man of Dalgais ; Lughaidh, son of Donald O'Brien. two of the Hp-Kemedigh (O'Kenned~s); 
eight of the HP-Deaghaidh (O'Deas); with Flahertach O'Dea ; nine of the Ry-Seanchain 
(O'Shannons or Sextons) ; five of the I@-Cuinn (O'Quins) ; five of the Hy-Grada (O'Gradys), 
with Andk O'Gtada; twenty-four of the Ui-Aichir (07Hehiis); the grandson of Eochaidh 
U8-Loingsy (O'Lynchy or O'Lpch) ; four of the Ui-Neill Buidhe (Yellow O'Nds) ; and five 
of the Ui-Eaehthim (Ahearnes or O'Hearna) ; with numbers of good men besides them. 

This was s changeable, windy, stormy winter, with great rain. Foudhealbbach Ua Briain 
went to Laimneach, bat he did not get shdter in Munster ; and he took many jewels with him, 
i.e ten score ounces of gold, and sixty beautiful jewels, besides the drinking horn of Brim 
Boroimhe, and he divided them among the chiefs of Silmuiredagh, &c. &c. (the O'Connm of Con. 
nmgbt and other chiefs, the O'Rourkes arid the O'FarrelI8.)-Amals of the Four Mmters, 1151. 



But Turlough OJBrien being once 
who entered Munster after WNeill's 

tight line of succession was restored. 
more restored by Roderick OJConnor,' 
departure for the North, cruelly put out the eyes of the lawful king Connor 
OJBrienl as well as those of his son-acts of barbarous policy to disqualify 
them for the throne, the fruits of which he did not long enjoy, being deposed 
by his son Murtagh and banished into Leinster. This occurred in 1165, but 
Murtagh was not recognised as king until 1167, in which year his father, 
Torlough (YBrien, died. He  was slain, however, in the next year by 
Connor (YBrien, grandson of Connor Na Cateragh, but after a short interval, 
the assassin and his accomplices were themselves put to death by Dermod 
Fioun, the brother of his grandfather, aided by O'Faolain, prince of the Desies. 

In the reign of Torlogh OrBrien several interesting events occurred in the 
history of the Church, amongst others the great Synod or National Council 
of Kells, at  which Cardinal Paparo, Legate of Pope Eugenius 111, presided, 
and distributed the palliums brought by him from Rome to the four Arch- 
bishops of Armagh, Cashel, Dublin and Tuam-a concession promised by 
Innocent a. to  St. Malachy, Bishop of Down, who, with a view to obtain 
this favor, had himself journeyed to Rome in the year 1139. St. Malachy 
again visited the Continent in the Pontificate of Eugenius 111, and died in 
the Abbey of Clairvaux, then presided over by Saint Bernard, who wrote his 
biography, and made those strictures on the state of the Irish Chwch, the 
severity of which is partly to be ascribed to the austerity of St. Bemard

J

s 
character, partly to the want of exact information. Another event referred 
to this reign which is supposed to have led to the introduction of the Eng- 
lish, an important epoch in the history of Ireland, at which we have arrived, 
was the alleged abduction of Dervoghal, the wife of 09RuarcJ prince of Breffiy, 
by the cruel and sacrilegious tyrant MacMurrough1 who was obliged to make 
ample satisfaction for the outrage. But the truth of this stoq, which has 
been so long held as an authentic piece of history, has of late years been 
seriousIy cpestioned ; and we have heard from the late Professor (TCurry, 
that he had in his possession some Irish manuscripts which invalidate the 
claims of this episode of the Irish Helen to be regarded as a portion of our 
authentic history. The date of the Synod of Kells is 1152. By it tithes 
were fist introduced into I r e h d ,  but they were not enforced until after the 
EnelisMnvasionJ A D .  1172, when they were established by the Synod of 
~ a L e l . 2  

I It was in the year 1161 Roderick OIConnor built a famous castle of " lime and stone at Tnam." 
* During the reign of Murtagb Mac Neill, Monarch of Ireland, there waa convened a national 

Synod at Kennanus or Kdls in the w t y  of Meath ; the design of this Council was the refor- 
mation of discipline and manners, and to institute two new Archbishopricks in Ireland, viz. those 
of h b l i n  and Tnam. The persons appointed by the Pope to preside in this Conncil were Giolla 
Criost O'Conaire, =shop of Lismore, and Pope's Legate, and the Roman Cardinal Johannes 
Papiro (Paparo); the four palls or c o p  were then conferred on the fonr hchbiishops. This 
Council, s a p  Beating, is thus recorded in an old Book of Cluainadnach, viz. in the year from 
the Incarnation, being b k t i l e ,  1157 (52 for 57 is a mistake) was celebrated in the spring, a 
noble Council at Caennanas, in which Synod presided Cardinal John, a PresbYter of the blessed 
St. Lawrence, end the Assembly consisted of twenty-two Bishops, five Bishops elect and so many 
Abbots and Priors belonging to the bleased Apostles Peter and Paul, and our apostolic father 
Eugenius. Thia Cardinal condemned, and by all proper methods extirpated simony and usury, 
and commanded tithes to be paid by apostoBca1 authority. He delivered four copes (palls) to the 
four Archbiihbps of Ireland :-to the Archbishops of Dnblin, ol Tuam, of Cashel, and Armagh 
Primate over the rest ; and as soon ss the Council was ended the said Cardinal passed the seas. 
Thus that old Book. Amongst the Bishops that assisted at this Conncil was Tnrgesius, Bishop 
of Limerick. The snffragans then appointed under the hrchbivhoprick of Casbel, were Idmerick, 
=llalw, Inniscatha (which, about the beginning of the tmelfth century, w w  united to Limerick), 
Waterford, Liimore, Cloin, Cork, Ross and Arrlfearth. Sir James Warc says that this Sgnod 
waa held in ll5?.-Antip. Bibw., cap. 16. 
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In  1164, Donald, or Daniel OJBrien, surnamed the Grcat, succeeded his 

brother Murtagh in the crown of Limerick. Roderick O'Comor, about this 
time, assumed being monarch of Ireland and held many wars with Donald, 
who would not acknowledge his sovereignty ; at length, in the year 1167, 
they made peace and concluded an offensive and defensive alliance with each 
other. This Donald, king of Limerick, was a most virtuous, religious, and 
warlike man ; according to Hugh Maccurtin, he built and endowed eighteen 
monasteries. But as we find most ancient authors confound his actions with 
those of his son, Donogh, who succeeded him, before we give an account of 
the landing of the English in Irelan(l we shall give a particular account of 
all the monasteries founded as well by Donald aa by his son Donogh, and 
shall distinguish between each. 

MONASTERIES FOUNDED BY DONALD, KING OP LIMERICK. 

1169. This abbey of Holycross, in the county Tipperary, was founded by 
Dondd O'Brien, king of Limerick ; it was so called for having a great relic 
of the holy cross in it : the words of the charter began thus : " Donald, by 
the grace of God, king of Limerick, to all kings, dukes, earls, barons, knights, 
and other Christians of whatsoever degree throughout Ireland, peqetual 
greeting in Christ, &c? The Bishop of Lismore, as Pope's Legate, the Arch- 
bishop of Cashel and the Bishop of Limerick signed this charter as witnesses. 
King John, when Earl of Morton, confirmed this foundation. The abbot of 
this house had 'title of Earl of Rolycross, had a seat in the house of peers in 
IreIand, and was commonIy Vicar-Generd of the Cistertian Order in Ireland. 
The house was a daughter of the Cistertian abbey of Nenay, in the county of 
Limerick. 

11 72. Most authors say that this year Dondd O'Brien, king of Limerick, 
founded this abbey for the Cistertian monks in the county of Ti perary, on 
the banks of the river Suir. Colgan says that this abbey was ong before P 
Dondd's time, and that it was he who rebuilt and endowed it in 1187. 

Th Cathedral of CmhZ. 

117% About this time, Donald OYBrien, king of Limerick, b d t  a new 
cathedral in Cashel, from the ground and endowed it ; he co~verted the old 
cathedral of Cormac into a chapel or chapter-house ; he likewise bestowed 
large revenues on the see of Cashel, to which his son Donogh, surnamed 
Carbrac, gave others in Thomond, and amongst the rest two islands cl2ed 
Sulleith and Kismacayl. This donation was confirmed by Hkg J o b  on 0th 
September, 121 5. 

l .  The said Donakl, king of Limerick, founded a nunnery for Augus- 
tinian nuns of the Order of Canons Regular, in Limerick, in the English town. 
This house was dedicntrd to St. Peter and was c d e d  St. Peter's ceU. 
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Nunnery of Kil-oen. 
1172. The said D o d d  founded at m-oen, in the county of Clare, anun- 

nery for Augustinian nuns of the Order of Canons Begular of St. Augustin. 

Clare M Kilmoney. 
1194. Donald, king of Limerick, or as others say his son, Donogh, in 

1200, founded an abbey for Canons Regular at Kilmoney, near Clare, on t h  
River Fergio (Fergus) . 

Inshenegananagh. 
The saidDonald either founded or rebuilt for thecanons Regular an abbey 

in the island called Innisnegannenagh, or the island of Canons, in the Shan- 
non, between Limerick and the sea, nearly opposite Foynes island. 

Peal. 
1188. This was first an abbey and then a cell of Cistertians united to the 

abbey of Nenay. 
Curcumroe. 

1194. I n  this year, Donald, king of Limerick, founded for Cistertian 
monks tbis abbey of Curcumroe, or Corcamroe, in the county Clare ; it was 
called the abbey of Our Lady of the Fruitful Rock ; it was situated in a very 
pleasant place and lras daughter to the abbey of Fumess in England. The 
cell of Kdsane was annexed to this abbey. Some say this abbey was founded 
by Donogh Carbrac, son of Dondd, in 1200. 

Kilcml. 
1194. The same Donald founded in the county Tipperary, for the Cister- 

tian monks, the abbey of KiIcoul, as appears by the charter of conknation, 
granted to it by &g Kemy III., and which mentions it t o  be founded by 
King Donald OJBrien. The records of the Cistertian order mention it t o  
be founded in the year 1200, and that consequently it must be by his son 
Donogh Carbrac. This house was a daughter of the abbey of Jerpont. 

f ie  Cathedral of Limerick. 
1194. About the time of the English first coming into Ireland, this pious 

king, Donald O'Brien, of Limerick, gave his own palace to the Church and 
of it made a Cathedral, which before was the small Church of St. Munchin, 
now a parochial Church ; he built and endowed this new Cathedral which is 
dedicated to the Assumption of the Blessed T i r e  Mary. The charter which 
he to  Brictius,' bishop of Limerick, abmt this time, 1194, is as fol- 
lows Domnald, king of Limerick, to a l l  the faithful of God, both present 
and to come, greeting : Know all, that I have given to Brictius, bishop of 
Lwnneach, and his successors, and to the clergy of St. Mary, Lumneach, in 
free and perpetual alms, the land of Imurgan and the land of Ivamnacham, 
from the.arch of Imuregramto theland of h a h ,  and from the ford of Ceinu 
to the river Sinan, with all its appurtenances, and in confirmation hereof I 
set my seal. Witness, Mathew, Archbishop of Cashel, and Ruadri va Gradei." 
See fully on this subject the chapter devoted to the Cathedral. 

1 Black Book of the Bishops of Limerick. 
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MONASTERIES FOUNDED BY DONOUQH CARBRAC, KING OF LIMERICK. 

Xilsane. 
1195. Kilsane, for Cistertian monks, in the county of Limerick. I t  in 

sometime became a cell belonging to the abbey of Curcumro, county Clare. 

St. Saviozcr's of AimericL of Bo.minicans, 
1227. Donogh Corbrac O'Brien, king of Limerick, this year built and 

endowed, in the city of Limerick, a convent for the Friars of the Order of St. 
Dominick, under the invocation and title of St. Saviour. This convent had 
large possessions in lands in and about the city ; the f3hing of the salmon- 
weir belonged to it, and St. Thomas's island where was a chapel of ease. 
The land going to Parteen, called Mona-na-Brahir, likewise belonged to it. 
In  this year, 1841, this King Donagh was buried in this convent and a mag- 
nificent statue was erected over his tomb. 

In 1644 this convent was in Rome erected into a university. 
[Se : the chapter relating to this convent and the Ordcr of Dominicans in 

Limerick.] 
Ennis of Iiranciscans. 

1240. This year, Donogh Carbrac O'Brien, king of Limerick, built for 
the Franciscans a most sumptuous convent in the town of Enuis, or Ennis 
Cluanruada, county Clare. The Church is yet standing, and a yort'on of it 
has been used for maliy years by the Protestants for their servlce. 

Galbally of Franciscans. 
1240, or thereabouts, this same Donogh Carbrac O'Brien, king of Lim- 

crick, founded for the Franciscans a convent in Galbally, being on the borders 
of the county Limerick and the county 'l3pperary.l 

I Of Monasteries and Convents, (including some few afterwards founded, and which shdl be 
more fully noticed in the proper place), the following, alone, were in the City and County of 
Limerick. viz. :- 

&am~ Regular of 8t. Augustin. 
Kilmallock 
Innincatha 
Rathkeale 
Kpnythin 
Limerick 
Mungaret 
Cluanclaidech 

h i n i c m * .  
Limerick 
Kilmallock 
Ballingall-Carmelites, accord- 

ing to Ware, built by the Roches in the 14th 
century. Pat. 39th Eliznb. called a Carmelite 
monastery, and granted to the Provosf &c.T.C.D. - 

Franeiscans. 
Limerick 
Askeaton 
Adare 

Adme-Obserrantine Franciscans, founded by 
Thos. Fitzmanrice and Joan his wife, 
A.D. 1264 (Ware. vol. 11. p. 28.) 

Adare-Auystinians 
Xear Bdlingarry-Franciscans 

Canon l k p l a r  Num of St. dugc*rtin 
Limerick 
Cluain-Credhii, now Clarins 
Hydh Ita 
Monastirne 
Calliagh, near Loughgur 

Cisteriium or Bemurdinu. 
Nensy 
Fed 
gilsane 
Wooney 

Newcastle-Knights' Templars 
Anng-Knights' Templars. 
Adare-Knights' Hospitdlers 
Adnre-Trinitarians 
Limerick-Knights' Templars. 

Limerick-Angustinim 
Any-Angustinians 
Ballintnbber-Carmelites. some say Tem- 

plus, granted to Ilobert Bromne of Birl- 
tinglass 
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To gratify the curious, we here insert certain catalogues with regard to the 

kingdom of Ireland in general, in order to show in what a flourishing state it 
was from the first preaching of Christianity until the coming of the Eqlish, 
both in learning, religion, sanctity, hospitality, rtnd force of arms, Extracted 
out of Colgan's Lives of Irish Saints, and Gratianus Lucius, or John Lpch, 
Archdeacon of Tuam's Cambrensis Eversus. 

Kings of Ireknd who were 
deemed Saints :- 

St. Cotmacus, Rex Momonice 
St. Cormacus, Rex Lagenim 
St. Aidus, Rex Lagenize 
St. Felimeus, Rex Momonie 
St. Kellachus, Rex Cormacs 
St. Modchobius, &ex totius 

Hibm 
St. Brien Boru, Rex totins 

Hibs  
St. Theodoricus,RexBlomonile 
St. Flathatus 
St. Sabina, Regina 
St. Temaria, Regina 
St. Brecanus, Hibernus Rex 

Wallia 
Twelve in all. 

Irish Princes w h  were Saints:- 

St. Dermitins 
St. Guinerus, Myr. 
St. Hispadins, Myr, 
St. Fintsnus 
St. Colmanus 
St. Cormachus 
St. Fichinus 
St. Fierga 
St. Sugadius 
St. &faidocus 
St. Furseus 
St. Carthacus 
St. Foilanua 
St. Foilomanius 
St. Sernocus 
St. Papanus 
St. Fingar 
St. Abbanus 
Sa. Piala, Nyr. 
Sa. Dgmpna, Myr. 
S a  Cumania 
Sa. Ernata 
Sa. Ethna,.pa. 
Sa. Fidelmia 
Sa. Ethna, 28. 
Sa. Sobellia 
Sa. Kentibernia 
Sa. Conchenna 
Sa. Brigida 
Sa. Mawa 
Sa. Lalara ' 
Sm. 12 F i i e  Augusti Begi 
Se. 31 Sorores S. E d i  
S. Eudaeus 
Sa. Fanchaa 
Se. Derfraicha 

Sa. Carechia 
Sa. Lochuina 
Sa. Dominica, Myr. 
Sle. 12 Fi i i  SL Brecani Begis 
S. Nenidius 
St. 12 Filii Sti. Brecani Regis 
S. Natalis 
S. Florentinus 
S. Ultanus 
S. Romualdus 

197 in all. 

S. Patricius 
S. ColumkiI 
S. Albeus 
S. Declanus 
S. Congallus 
S. Carthagus 
S. MoIoa 
S. Mocteus 
S. Finianus 
S. Columbanus 
S. Kiaranus 
S. Brendanus 
S. Brigida 

Thirteen in all. 

The number of Mmh in some 
Monasteries in Ireland :- 

300 under St. Fechiuus 
150 under St. Natalis 
150 under St. Maidocua 
150 under St. Munchin 
300 under St. Tehinus 
430 under St. Mochteus 
879 under St. Carthagus 
1000 under St. Gobbanus 
1500 under St. Lasserianus 
1500 in Mungret Abbey 
3000 under St. Brendanua 
3000 under St: Finniauus 
3003 under St. CongeUus 
3000 under St. Geraldus 
150 under St. Monnenabirg, 

in France 
300 under S t  Columbanus 
3000 under St. Caidocus 

Ancient ZAh Dodora and 
w*s :- 

St. SeduIius, Dr 
St. Celiua Sedulius, Dr 

S. Thadzeus, Dr 
S. MarceIIus, Dr 
S. Macbethus, DC 
S. Dongallus, Dr 
S. Colea, Dr 
S. Dubalanius, Dr 
S. Comeanns 
S. Forchernua 
S. Fuinanus 
S. Kieranus, 10 
S. Columba, 10 
S. Hieranis, 20 
S. Columba, 20 
S. Finbarrus 
S. Ibarus 
S. Fiednus 
S. Nemidus 
5. Mocteus 
5. Brendanus 
S. Comgellus 
S. Odus 
S Patricius, Apost. 
S. Fachnanus, the founder of 

the Academy of Boss 
St. Ainchellus 
Manslanius 
Johannea Soctus Eregina, 

founder, with King Alfred, 
of the University of Oxon 

Petrus ab Hibernia, Master 
to St. Thomaa' 

Richard Armachanus 
Marianus Scotus 
B. Marianus Gorman 
3. Gallus 
3. Lomanus 
3. Patrick, jun. 
S. Benignus 
S. Evinus 
S. Comineus 
S. Adamnanus 
S. Mwus 
S. Caruecus 
S. Ultanus 
S. Eminus 
S. Dalanus 
S. Herlatius 
S. Cathaldus 
S. Mocteus, 20 
S. Fintanus 
S. Cuthbertus 
S. Dfoelesa 
SS. 5 Gilda 
S. Herlatius, 20 
S. Colga Sapiens 
S. Cumcanus 
S. Sylvauus 
S. Tridolinus 
S. Daganus 
S. Cuthbertu~, 2@ 

B. Claudius Clemens, founder 
of the Academy of Paris 

S. Rupertus 
S. Aileranus 
S. Moelranus 
S. Oengusius 
S. Gildas Coemanus 
S. Gildas Madusius 
S. Delanus, 2s. 
S. Duinanus 
S. Dagens 

For more Irish Writers con- 
sult Sir Jamea Ware on this 
subject. 

T h e  number of alonasteries 
f i ~ ~ d ~ d  by h8 Irkh Saiatg :- 
7 by St. Manchinus 
8 by St. Fvdolinus 
24 by St. Albanus 
28 by St. Fidianua 
100 by St. Columba 
100 bv St. Lusnlra - 

100 'cj. St. Moluanus 
700 by St. Patrick 

Monasleries.jbunded by andxor 
the Irish i n  foreign coun- 
tries :- 

HISTORY OF LIXERICK 

St. M O ~ O U ,  Myr. at  Leone 
St. Florentius 
St.Arpogastus aboutNarbon 
St. Caidocus in Picardy 
St. Authodus, Laudunum 

IN BRITTANY. 

St. Leiginus 
St. Joava 
St. Tcnanus 
St. Geldasius of S. Briene 
St. Briochus, and others 
St. Hacloriue of Bt. Maio 

I 
- 

St. Gilriardus 
St. Hernanus , f 
St. Germanus ) 8 
St. Veranus 
St. Abrsins St. Petranus 
St. Merolilanus St. Frmdia 
St. Pompa 

S. Passima 
LY BURGUNDY. 

St.Columbanns St.&faimbodus 
St. Colombanus, jun. 

I IN THE NETHERLAXDS. 

St. Marinus, Myr. 
St. E'ridolius in Switzerland 
St. St. Tontauus Gallus in Switzerland & St. Colonatus 

St. John at  Nichaelshurg 
St. U a r i u s  at  Wurtzburg 
St. Rupertus the Boii, Apostle 

of Bavaria 
St. Albertus at  Ratisbon 
St. Diocola 
St. Fintanus) at 
St. ~usebius~~ureasum 
rbeodosius, patron of Con- 

atance 
I 
i 
i 
E 
E 

B! 
S. Albinus, Bp. of Thuringia 
S. Vatalis Patto 
St. KiLian, Ap. of Franconia 
S. Harrucus 

h d b a r t ,  Kunitald, Vendeliq 
3. Maccarlus Archus 
X I-lildulpbus Trererensh 1 Argentimi. 

lt. Eliphius a t  Cologne 
. Arffiichadus of F d d  
. Kortilla 
. Gidilarius of Saltzburg, 
[arianus 

2 at Ratisbon 
at FOssium h Flauders 

I at Vienna 
I at Nuremberg 
1 at Rystadia 
1 at Wirstbnrg 
130 in Ireland & 90 Martmn 

IN BRBBANT-30, 
St. Romoldus St. P p p r i a  
St. Fedegandus St.Gerebernus 
St. Himdinus St. Dymphna 
S. Livhus, sen., S. EIias, &C. 

I N  PLANUEiLS. 

IX TEE ISLE O F  MAN. 

St. Germanus, arst Bishop 
St. Connidruis 
st. ~~~~l~~ 
st. hcachaldus 

IN XCELAND. 
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900 in Ulster 
900 in Connaaght 
930 in Leinster 
1080 in Nunster 

10 Gobbani 
12 Dichuelli 
12 BIaidoci 
l2 Odrani 
13 Camani 
13 D i i  
14 Brendani 
14 Finniani 
14 Ronani 
l5 Connalli 
15 Cormaci 
l 5  Dermitii 
l5 Lugadii 
16 Lassam 
17 Sarrani 

l8 Ernini 
l8 Foelbei 
19 Sy1lani.- 
20 Kyranu 
20 Ultani 
22 KilIiani 
23 Aidi 
24 Colamba 
24 Brigidh 
25 S e n d  
28 Aidani 
30 Crond-a 
34 ~ o c h ~  
43 Laveriani 
58 Mochaani 
55 Fintani 
200 Colmani 

The numk of Irish Sainls 
who preuched b otha coun- 
t& :- 

l0 preached in Italy 
78 preached in France 
5 preached in Lorrain 
13 preached in Burgundy 

50 preached in Netherland 
l1 preached in Friesllind 
92 preached in Germsnp 
26 preached in Iceland 
100 preached in Scotland 
59 preached in England 

Counda h Ireland :- 
At Lone 
At Kevena 
At Meath, 1106 
At Cloonia, 1162 
At Cashell, 1162 
At Cashell, l172 
At Cashell, 1166 
At Attabayloch-k, 1167 
At Fiadmac, 1111 
At Rathbraisil, 1115 
At Ardmach, 1170 
At BIeIIifont, 1157 
At g,&, l157 
At  common, 1158 
At Leogane 
At Innis Padrighy, St. Pa- 

trick 

We know of 2229 Insh Saints, even not counting their companions, 
of whom 300 preached the gospel in foreign countries, not counting their 
companions. Of these 529 were holy abbots; 330 were bishops and 
martyrs, and numberless holy bishops ; 31 archbishop of Armagh mere saints ; 
21  of whom immediately succeeded each other; 990 Irish monks were 
martyred by the Danes in the monastery of Benchear; 1200 Irish monks 
were martyred by the Danes together with their abbot Abel; 777 Irishmen 
martyrs in England; and o g  one, St. 0&0nm, Proto martp, was martped 
i3. Ireland by the Irish. 23 English saints received their studies and educa- 
tion in Ireland ; 3000 others have studied in Irelsnd ; 100 Cambri or from 
Brittany have stcdied in Ireland. Innumerable were the Italians, French, 
in short from all nations who had recourse to Ireland in order to perfect 
themselves in their studies, and the knowledge of the scriptures ; so that it 
may ,ell be doubted whether Ireland acquired more glory horn the great 
number of saints whom it sent abroad in order to teach and preach the 
gospel to foreign nation., or fiom the great number of foreigners who 
resorted to Ireland in order to be perfected in all manner of literature and 
knowledge.' 

1 There were four principal Univmitia in Ireland, viz. Brdmagh, Csahel, L ' io re ,  a d  DUU- 
da-leathglass. In Armagh, under St. Dubthach, Bishop, anno 513, were 7000 scholars. In 
Cashel, under Cormac Mac Callenan, King and Archbishep in the year 901, were 5000 students, 
and six hundred Conventad monks; the like number were in Lismore and Dan-da-leathglass. 
&lany were the other great schoole dispersed tbronghont the kingdom ; whereas even after the 
coming of the English at Clnaruaid near Eonis, there were 608 S c h o h ,  and 350 Monk% 
supported by O'Brien, King of Limerick. The Irish in these days made a heghking of the 
University of Oxford in England, foanded the University of Paris and that of Pavia Fifty-two 
Catholic kings reigned in Ireland ant3 the wming of the English, conseqaently, 197 kings in all 
reigned in Ir6land until that event. Whoever reada the antiquities mast be convinced that it 
abounded in gold and silver, as every person of distinction wore a golden ring and a golden chain ; 
in the reign of Candaridtheach, their helmeta were made of silver, all their chalices and Cbarch 
utensils were made of p&l and silver ; and the ounce of gold .- paid to -. the Danea . rearly, ss a tribute 

T. 

fct every ncm in the kingdom, b a proof of their riches.-Hugh M'~ur2mn. 

C H A P T E R  V I .  

THE N O R W  IhTILSION. 

IT was thus that Ireland was situated with regard to religion and education, 
at  the period of the invasion, which must have been regarded by the Korman 
conquerors of England as an inevitable and necessary supplement to the 
conquest of the Anglo-Saxons, though it was not attempted for a full century 
after the battle of Hastings. But from the time that Henry 1 ' .  had 
obtained from the Englishman, Nicholas Breakspere, who then filled the 
chair of St. Peter under the name of Adrian IST., the Bull of donation ~ h i c h  
had been procured under the hypocritical representation that the Irish Church 
was in a state of deplorable corruption, the attempt at invasion aas only a 
question of time. Unfortunately our countrymen were divided at the time, 
which made the vork of the invaders comparatively easy. The Irish were 
admittedly more divided then, than they mere at any previoils period of 
their history; and if they suspected the lengths to which the ambition of 
the first invaders would extend, which it does not appear they did, for the 
Annals of the Four Masters say the Irish thought nothing of these l' fleets 
of the Flemings," as they called the invaders, they were still quite unpre- 
pared for the work of treachery which has conferred lasting infamy on t5e 
name of Dermod MacMorrogh. We regret to have to record that the house 
of O'Brien, forgot in this crisis of the national fortunes the noble principle 
of its founder, Brian, who never on any occasion could be induced to avail 
himself of the assistance of foreigners against the gencral interest of the 
nation. Unfortunately, the king of Thomond had not yet forgiven Roderick 
for the assumption of the chief Sovereignty, nor forgotten the long continued 
supremacy of the dymasty to which he himself belonged. The important 
events of the invasion commencing in the descent of thee  or four hunched 
men, ssnd terminating in" the recognition by G'Comor of H e q  as Suzerain, 
together with the formation of the armed colony called the English Pale, 
belonging to the general history of Ireland, cannot with pmpriet~ be g i ~ a  
in detail in a local history. Stanihurst and a contemporary, Ne-rbrigensis, give 
a very unfavorable notion of the characters, circumstances, and motives of the 
leaders of this expeditiog which is generally supposed to have occurred in 
the month of I f a y  1169, at a place near Petbard in Wesford, called Bagan- 
bon, where traces of the slight fortification mentioned by Maurice Regaa 
in his Fragment of Irish Kistory still exist.' 

On the arrival of Strongbow, which had been preceded by that of I t apo rd  
le Gros, the invaders made rapid progress. They took Loughgam (Wex- 
ford), and entered Portlairge (Waterford) by storm. Gillemaire (or Reboinald), 
a Dane who commanded the tower, and Ua Paelain (O'Phelan), lord of the 
Decies, were put to the sword, with seven hundred men. The invaderu next 
enforced the submission of the Danish occupants of Dublin. O'Ruarc and 
OTarroll were obliged to retire after besieging Dublin for three days ; and 
Asgall, or Asculphus, the Danish ruler, was deposed to make room for Ihs 

In the local traditions, these entrenchmenb, which are aitaated near Fethard, ara called 
" S ~ o n g ~ w * ~  Camp ;" but the place of Strongbow's debarkation was at Waterford, as that of 
Raymond le Gros was at  Dandonnel. The name of Baganbon is said to be derived from Fit+ 

h 0  ships, the &ague snd Bvnne, which the Anglo-Norman adventarers burned after thet 
hdmag. 
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Dermod, who made several destructive forays in Meath and Bretlhy, and 
returned to Dublin laden with spoils. Macarthy, with the troops of Des- 
mond, had gained a victory at Waterford, but this was the only success 
obtained at the time, and it appears to have been of little value. 

It is mortifying to have to record of a scion of the illustrious house of 
Erian,--whose descendants, as me have stated in an earlier chapter, still 
occupy territories which have been in the possession of this ancient race for 
full 1600 years-that Donald O'Brien of Thomond, and his valiant Dalcas- 
sians, joined the e~emies of their country against the Irish monarch, Roderick 
O'Comor-though we shall find the O'Briens and Daicassians fighting 
against and defeating the English shortly &er. Towards the close, of the 
year 1170, a Connaught fleet, followed by a Cornaught army, descended the 
Shannon, invaded Thomond, pl~mdered Ormond, and destroyed the wooden 
bridge at Kdlaloe. The nest year was rendered remarkable for the death uf 
Dermod 1\fscmorrogh.' 

On the death of JIacM~rro,~h, "Diarmaid na Gd," '"Dermot of the 
Foreigners," as the Irish historians call hi=, Earl Strongbow got himself 
proclaimed K h g  of Leinster, to which he had no right whatever according to 
thc Iiish laws. I n  the meantime, while the northern dynasts were employed 
in quarrelling amongst themselves, the territories of the degenerate king of 
Thomond vrcre harassed by continual expeditions from C~nnaught .~ I n  the 
meantime, Hemy had determined upon paying a visit to Irelancl, and in the 
month of October, 1172, he landed safely at Waterford, where he established 
his head quarters.3 

On the arrival of IIenry, who was accompanied in this expedition by a 
force consisting of four hundred knights and four hundred men at arms, 
Strongbow presented him with the keys of the city of Waterford, and clid 
homage after the feudal manner for the kingdom of Leinster. Dennod 
'n_l(Carihy, prince of Desmond, on the next day surrendered the city of Cork, 
did homage and consented to pay tribute ; and King Henry, now an acknow- 
ledged sovereign, advanced at the head of his army to Lismore, from which, 

1 L' Dermod IXacmorrogh, King of Leinsier, by whom a trembling sod was made of a11 Ireland- 
after having brought over the Saxone-after having done extensive injuries to the Irish-after 
having plundered and burnt many churches, such as Kells, Clonard, and others, died before the 
end of a year, (dfter his ravages through Meath), of an insufferable and unknown disease, for he 
became putrid while still living, through the miraculous power of God, Columhkiile, and Finneen, 
and the other sairts of Ireland whose churches he had violated and burned some time previously. 
He died in Ferna-mor without making a will, without repentance, without the body of Christ, 
without being anointed, as his evil conduct merited."-Animb of the Four Masters. 

2 I t  is pieasant to have to state that the Danes and Irish of the towns (Wexford, Waterford, 
and Dublin) in which the Danes had settled, offered a brave and not always ineffectual resistance 
to the new invaders. The Danes of Duleek, for instance, had severely revenged an insult offered 
bv the English to their patron saint, St. Kianan, by the Knights of Milo de Cogan ; but Asgall, 
t6e Dublin Dane, who had procured reinforcements from the Danes of Man and the Hebrides, 
was not eanally successful, being defeated and slain by the same Xi10 de Cogan, with the leader 
of h ~ s  alliiq. - 

At last Roderirk saw the necessity of ar. energetic effort, and accompanied by O'Raarc and 
OCarroli, of Oriel, advanced against Strongbow and De Cogan. Unfortunately, however, he 
abandoned tbe siege of Dublin, for an expedition into Leinster, whither he proceeded for the 
purprqe of destroying the standing corn, and leaving his camp slightly defended, was defeated, 
w ~ t h  the los$.of so great a quantity of supplies that they victualled Dublin for a year. Another 
arm? of O'Raarc waa also defedted by De Cogan. In  this battle ORuarc lost his son, who 
had-greatly distinguished himself in :he engagement which was fought outside the fortifications 
of the city, and with no other result than the loss of many lives on both sid.s. 

3 'De authorities followed in this account of the Engliah invasion, are, the Hybernia Espur- 
gata of GirdJus Cambrends, the Metrical Chronicle in Regan, Ware's Annals, O'Flaherty's 
0g)  yia, dnd the Annalj of the Four Xasters, under :he years in which they occur. 

after a brief sojourn, he proceeded to Cashel, where, in Comae's Chapel, he 
received in succession the submission of Dondd OJBrien, king of Thomond, 
who surrendered to him his city of Limerick, promised tribute and swore 
fealty-an example which was followed by Donchad of Ossory, O'Faolan 
(Phelan) of the Desies, and other chiefs of Munster. We hare a k a $  
mentioned that King Roderiek O'Connor had dispatched an army into 
Thomond to punish the defection of O'Brien, who had formed an alliance 
with Macmorrogh, and had fought several battles with the Irish monarch, 
being assisted by Fitzstephen, who was now a prisoner in Begindd's Tower 
at Waterford,' whither he had been brought by the men of Kexford.. On 
returning to Waterford, however, Henry set Pitzstephen free, inflicted severe 
punishment upon his treacherous enemies, and annexed Wexford and the 
adjoining territory to his royal domain. There is no authority whatever in 
the native annals for the statement that Henry was now recognised by a 
meeting of the states of Ireland ; nor that all the Archbishops and Bishops of 
Ireland now waited upon Henry, and not only tendered their o n  submission, 
but gave him letters signed and sealed, and making over to him and his heirs 
for ever the sovereignty of 

I n  the year 1172 was held the celebrated S p o d  of Cashel, in which 
various rules were made for the enforcement of disciphe and morality, for 
.there was no doctrinal matter discussed at  this mnch misrepresented meetinp, 
whatever assertions to the contrary may hare been made b~ interested parties. 
The payment of tythes, vhich had been previously enjoined at the Srood of 
Kells, was again enforced, at this Synod, as also the catechising of infants, 
the rejection of marriages with relations, and the exemption of ecclesiastid 
property from the exactions of Iaymen, as well as from the erics or contribu- 
tions for homicide. I n  other respects the Irish l a m  aere not interfered nith, 
the people being governed by their o m  Brehon Laws and their native usages 
and institutions from the time of Henry the 11. to that of Elizabeth. 
Matthew Paris, Littleton, Ware, and even O'Connor, have strangely mistaken 
the nature of another meeting held by Henry at Lismore, ~ h i c h  they mire- 
present as a parliament that " communicated to Ireland the laws and customs 
of England." Whereas it appears clearly from the proceedings of the $-pod 
that there was no interference with the old laar and custolus. Amongst 
the territories granted in the county of Limerick to Fitzgerdd and his 
relatives, besides those in Cork and Kerry, aere 100,000 acres of land in the 
barony of Connello, ceded to them by the native family of O'Connell (from 
whom Castlecormell and Carrig O'ConneIl, now Cmrigopmell, recei~ed their 
name) "in consideration," saps Lpch,  " of lands assigned them in the 
counties of Kerry and Clare, where branches of that family2 continue to the 

Etzstephen was also confined in Beg B i n ,  in Wexford Hnrbonr, about two miles from 
Wexford. 

D ~ s x o ~ ~ s . - T h e  territory which gave its enormous power to the great house of Desmond, 
was acquired under curious circumstances. King John gave Desmond and Decies to FitzAntho- 
ny. This feudal lord, had five daughters, all of whom were married, the ~ o u n g s t  being the r i f e  
of John FitzThomas FitzGerald. In the Irish ciril wars, he was the onl; one of the sons-in-law 
of Fitzailthony who took the king's side; so Edward I., as Lord of Irel&d, gave him D e c k  and 
Desmond in 1258. John FitzThomas came to Dublin with the ropd lettters patent, and cailed 
upon the Lord Justice to grant him aeisin of this fine estate. But Stephen de Longespee, who 
then held the office, had secret ties which bound him to the other sons-in-lan- of the late Lord of 
Desmond, and he would not comply with this reasonable demand. FitzThomss showed the 
letters patent. The king, said Lougeapee, has been grossly deceived. Furious at  such a chrup,  
the haughty Geraldine departed from Dublin, and set the first example of resktmca to the con- 
stituted authorities for which his honse were afterwards so famous. He called the tenants of 



present day." 4t an earlier period the O'Tracies are mentioned in the 
Annals of the Fcur Masters as chief of these territories.' 

Decies and Desmond together, showed them the letters patent, and then took forcible possession 
of that extensive country. Tho King's Treasurer refused to receive the rent due to the crown, 
the King's Justice refused to aclcnowledge him as owner of these lands ; but FitzThomas even- 
tually succeeded agdnst:them both, was created Earl of Desmond, and left these estates to his 
posterity. And by i t  a part of them is still held; for the Knights of .Glin and Kerry are 
Geraldines of the Desmond Branch ; the great Mitchelstown estate has descended to the Earls of 
Kingston, as direct heirs to the White Knights, also Geraldines ; and FitzAnthony's lordship of 
Decies, paasing to the younger son of one of the Enils of Desmond, is still possessed by his duect 
heir, the fair lady in whom the great family of Fitzgerald of the Decies ended, having given her 
hand and property to a Villiers, from which marriage Lord Stuart de Decies descends. 

1 &lourice Regau thus continues the history of the king's movements, as we find him translated 
in the quaint version by Sir George Carew, Lord President of Munster, contained in Harris's 
Hibernica :- 

'' The Kynge, making but little staie at Waterford, marched into Dublin, whych Citie the 
Earle dcliverid unto him ; who committed the keepeinge thereof to Hugh de Lacy. 

Aftcr aome small abode at  Dublyn, the Kynge tooke his Jornay into Mounster, where thc 
Archbushop of Cashell came unto hym ; at  Limore he gave Direction for the building of a 
Castle ; from whence he returned into Leinster. 

'' The Kynge made his aboade at  Dublin, and the Earle Richard at  Kildare ; and in thys Tylne 
of the Kyng's beinge in Ireland all sorts of Victual' s were at  excessive Rates. 

"While the Kynge remained at  Dublin, by Mess ogers and Intelligence out of England he 
was certified that hi son, the yonge King Henry, h ~ 1  rebelled against him, and that Normandy 
was in Danger to revolt unto hym. 

" This ill news troubled the Kynge beyond all Measure ; and inforeed him to hssten his return 
out of Ireland. The Cittie of Waterford he left in the Custodie of Robert Fitz Berrard, and 
uoblyn unto Ilugh de Lacy. Robert Fit2 Stephen, Meyler Fitz Henry, and MJ-!es Fitz David, 
were in a sort restrained, and to remain at  D u b l p  with Lacy. Befor his departur from Dublyn 
he gnre unto Hugh de Lacy the Inheritance of all Meath, to hold of hym at  fifty Knights Fees, 
and unto John de Courccy he gave all Ulster, if he could but conquer it. 

"When the Kynge had taken provisionall Order for the Affairesof Ireland, he went to Weixiard, 
where he imbnrqoed, and arrived at Portfinan in Wales, halfe a League from St. David's, and 
in his Companic Uiles de Cogan, whom he carryed with him out of Ireland ; and from thence 
with all possible Expedition he passed through England, and so into Normaadie. 

"The Ring being dzpartid, the Earl Richard returned into Fernes, and ther he gave hi3 
Daughter in Marriage to Robert de Quincy, and with her the inheritance of the Doffren and the 
Constableship of Leinster, with the Banner and Ensigne of the same; the Wordes of the Author 

the l f i toy  of  rel land; 
This Fragment is now published by Pickering, the text carefully made out by the eminent 

scholar. Francisqne Michel. And i t  appears that the poet sets out by stating, not that he is 

are these- 

n~aurick Regan, but that he obtained his information direct from Bfaurice Kegan. 
P ~ ~ s ~ ~ ~ ~ a s ~ . - & I a u r i c e  de Prendergast, one of themost eminent of the companions of 

Strongbow in the conqnest of Ireland, was Lord of Prendergast, a castle and small parish near 
IIaverfcrd West, in Pembrokeshue. He is traditionally reported to have been related to Strong- 
bow by his mother. Donling's Annals style him nobilis." Holinshed says he was '' a gentle- 
man, l ~ r n  and bred in South W a h  ;" a rigbte valiante captain," and a lustie and hardie man. 
born about hlilford, in West Wale.%" Whilst Giualdus gives him likewise the character of being 

Sa fille i' ad Marie 
A Robert de Quincy, lad donc 
Iloc csteit le Mariage 
Veeent fut le barnage, 
A Robert Ia Donat de Quincy 
Et tut le Duffer altreffi 
Le Constable de Leynestre 
E t  l'Ensigne et le Bannere. 

" rir probus et strenuus." 
i Ic was thc first to bring reinforcements to Robert Fitz-Stephen, r a h i n g  Ireland the day 

after that eelcbrsted soldier, having under his command two ships, ten knights, and sixty 
orchers. This n-as in Map, 1163 ; Dowling s ~ ~ s  on the 2nd of that month. 

His Daughter he married 
To Robert de Quincy ; 
And when the Marriage was solannis .d, 
He gave to Robert de Quincy 
Not only the Duffereyn, 
But the Constableship of Leinster, 
And the Ensign and Banner thereof. 
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From thence he went to Kildare, makeing manie incursions unto Ophalie upon O'Dempsie, Lord 
of that Countrey. who refused to come upon hym, and to deliver Elostages He gave Maurice 
de Prendergast* (in performance of his promise made uzto him when he brought him into 
Ireland) Fernegenal, for the service of ten Knights, which was afterwards conferred on Robert 
Fitz-Godobert, but by what means he obtained it I know not."-Maurice Regan's Fragme~t of 

The rebellion of the king of Desmond's son against his father, who had 
put him to death, is explained by the fact of these facile surrenders of the 

We find him taking a prominent part in many of the ensning fights. which are graphically 
described in the contemporary poem, the Conquest of Ireland," partly derived froln information 
furnished by Maurice Regan, the secretary of king Dermod. 

In  the great fight with the Prince of Ossory, when that dynast had dmost defeated the joint 
army of king Permod and the English, i t  was the personal influence and words of bIaurice de 
Prendergast that persuaded the allies to make their third and successful assault on the fortifica- 
tions erected by Donald of Osuory. His address is given in the Conquest of Ireland," Juie 666, which may be modified into French as follows :- 

" Seigneurs baron~ communala [comrades and fc llow soldiers] 
Hastnement passons nons ice1 val. 
Que nous fussions en la montagne ! 
E n  dnr champ, et en la plaine I 
Car armes vous aimez, les plusieurs 
Va~sals hardies et combateurs : 
E t  les trniteres sont tons nus 
Hauberts ni brunes (7) n'ont vetus ; 
Pourquoi, si tournons en sur champ 
11s n'auront de nor t  garant." [No security against death]. 

We thus find that the superiority of the English arms and armour was an important ingredient 
in the r a ~ i d  conquest of Ireland. 

 erm mid ~ T & r o u ~ h  eventually became so overbearing to the English, after S t r o n g b ~ ~ ' ~  
departure from Ireland, as to disgust many of them, and among others the haughty &Iaurice de 
Prendergast. IIe determiied to return to Wales with his retinue, consisting of 200 soldiers. 
But King Dermod opposlng hi designs by force and treachery, Maurice joined with Donald, 
the prince of Ossory, in attacking Dermod with success. But Donald and his Irish could not 
act long in cordial altiance with the English, who were under the orders of Prendergast ; and 
after many adventures, the latter eventually fought hi way back to Wales. The next year, 
1170, however, saw Strongbow and Prendergast on their return to Ireland, with fifteen hundred 
men ; where they)anded on the eve of St. Bartholomew; or, as the Anglo Norman has it : 

" Solnm le dit as msciens 
Bien tost apres, Richard li qaens 
A Waterford ariva : 
Bien quinz cent od sei mena. 
La vile Seint Bartholomee 
Esteit li quens arrive."-Sec. V. 1501. 

We next real of Prendergast as ambassador, joiitly with the Archbishop of Du-din, from thc 
Normans besieged in that city to their Irish bes~egers. But as the latter wonli not agree to 
permit the Norman lords to hold Leinster, even as a fief of Rodwick O'Connor, L. e king of Con- 
naught, the negotiation had no result, and eventually the Irish were defeated 

" E plns de mil e cinc cent 
L out ossis de cele gent 
E dea Engleis i ont naufrk, 
Ne mes un aerjant a p*. 
Le champ esteit remis le jor 
A Ricard, le bon contnr ; 
E t  les Yrreis sunt return= 
D e s c d s  e debaretez. 
Cum Den volait, a cde feie 
Remist le champ a nos lhgleia ; 
Tant trovarent garnesun, 
Ble, ferin e bacun, 
Desque un an en la ciG 
Vittaille w e a t  a plenG."-V. 1950. 

The above extract shows ua a t  how early a date the " b a q *  for which Limerick has been 
long celebrated, was an Irish commodity, an it was from the pillage of Roderick'n camp, that 

t& English obtained the " vittsille a plente." 
O'Brien, the monarch of Munster, had joined Strongboa, who was hi brother-in-law, both 

having married daughters of MacMorrogh. The gallant Prince of Ossoq-, deeming i t  hopeless 
to contend further with the En~lish, obtained a esfe conduct, and visited Strongbow at  Idongh, 
n h m  he and the king of :Mum .et were encamped with 2,000 men. Maurice de Prendergasf 
agreed to be hi conductor.~Bat when he appeared before Strongbow, the latter violently 
upbraided him for opposing Dennod, his legitimate monarch; and O'Brien, who coveted the &h 
lash of Osaory, pressed Strongbow to treat Donald aa a traitor. 
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Ir$h princes ; and it is curious to reflect haw easily the same immense pro- 
perty, which now assed from the &Carthies to the Geraldines, passed 
again to other Eng 1 'sh strangers after the rebellion of the usurping Earl of 
Desmond, from the descendants of these very mvadew. In the latter case 
the English had no light whatever to transfer the property any more than in 
the former, for the rebellious Earl of Desmond was not the lawful owner of 
the property which the English collfiscated !l 

In the year 1175, according to Ware, who follows the account given by 
English authors, Henry 11. sent Nicholas Prior of W&&ord, and William 
Fitz-Bldelm, ancestor of the De Burgos, to Ireland, with the bull of Pope 
Alexander m., which c o h e d  that of A-, and was read and approved 
of in an assembly of bishops at Waterford, conferring on this Prince the 
title of Lord of Ireland and other privileges. But there is no mention of 
this in the Irish Annals.-After dischar,cring this commission, Fitz-Aldelm 
and n'icholas, it is stated, repaired to the King h Normandy, when they 
succeeded so far in prejudicing Henry against Raymond, that he ordered his 
recall.-Just, however, as he was on the point of departing, O'Brien of 
Thomond surrounded Limerick with a large force, and the troops refusing to 
march under any but Raymond, Strongbow was obliged to restore him to 

" Le reis O'Brien vet conseiuer 
At gentil cnntguerrer 
Qu'il feit prendre li trecheor 
Si li feit l iner  a deshonur."-V. 2094. 

Xor was O'Brien the only chief inclined to this act of treachery. 
E li Baruns, san mentir, 
Le roleint tuz consentir." 

But Prendergast burned with indignation at  such a breach of martial honor. He ordered his 

own retainers to arms, and took instant steps ti, secure the sanctity of the oath which accom- 
panied the safe conduct to the Prince of Ossory. 

Qnent morice le barnn 
Garniz esteit del traisun, 
Sa gent feseit par t a t  mander 
Qne enz se fesent tost armer. 
Dunt se est Morice escrid : 
Baruns, que avez enpense ? 
Vos feiz avez trespsssez, 
Vers moi estez parjwez." 

He snore by his sword no one should'injure the Ossorian; and he carried out his resolution; for 
Strongbow gave him up that prince, and he brought him back in safety to his own camp, slaying, 
of the O'Briens, U nef U diz," nine or ten whom he found pillaging the Prince's territory. 

Wearied with this life, but still a warrior even when a monk, Prendergast gave his lands of 
that name in Pembrokeshire to the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem, and joined that order. 
Their chief establishment in Ireland was the famoas Hospital of Kilmainham; and of this 
monastery he was Prior, and died in possession of that dignity in 1205. William, his younger 
son, was ancestor of the Prendergasts of Hayo, called Mac Maurice after their great ancestor, 
and who gave their name to the barony of Clanmorris, Claremorris, and other localities in Mayo. 
Philip, the eldest son, was married to Made,  the daughter of the ill-fated Robert de Quincy, 
Constable of Leinster, who married Strongbow's danghter by his first marriage, and was slain in 
battle a few days later. From him descended the Prendergasts of Enniscorthy, Newcastle, 
Beauver, and Mitchelstown. The ht ter  was formerly described as in the County of Limerick. 
William de Prendergast of Kilbyde was mayor of Limerick in 1318-See the Plea, No. 85, in 
the 11th of Edward 11. And the name frequently occurs about thi3 time, the family estates 
extending frpm Doneraile, bp Mitchelstown, to Xewcastle, near Clonmel, a mountain district of 
which the northern slopes still partly belong to the county of Limerick. 

1 I t  appears from the Irish State Papers that even so late as the year 1508, the Karedaghs, 
the representatives of tile royal house of Leinster, were paid eighty marks yearly by the English 
Government as cios dicu, or black rent, besides being allowed E40 by the county Wexford on 
account of their descent, or rather of their still remaining powers to make then~selves dreaded 
rithin the limits of their ancient sosere ip t~ .  
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his command, and ordered him to proceed to Cashel, near which city OYBrienJ 
raising the siege of Limerick, had strongly entrenched himself. On this 
occasion Baymond was, we regret to say, aided by the chiefs of Ossory and 
Kinsale, to whose exhortations, as well as to the impetuous valour of Meyler 
Fitzhenry, Raymond was greatly indebted for the victory which he obtained. 

The period of Irish subjugation was now not long deferred-though the 
jurisdiction of the English can hardly- be said to have extended beyond the 
limits of the pale until the reign of James I. The brave king of Thomond 
was now obliged to ask for peace, and the Irish monarch Roderick, hding  
it impossible to make head against his enemies, had at last determined to 
send an embassy to England to make as good terms for himself as he could.1 

1 Tbe ambassadors appointed to negotiate for the unfortunate Roderick, were Catholicns or 
Cayley O'Duffy, archbishop of Tuam, the abbot of Clonfert, and L' Master Lanrence," Chancellor 
to Roderick, who, according to some writers, was no other than theillustrious patriot St. Lanrence 
O'Toole, who after doing all he could to save the independence of hi native countrp, retired to 
France where he died. The contracting parties met at  Windsor, and the result is t h u  briefly 
described in the Leinster Annals :-" Anno 1175, Catholicus O'Duffy came out of England from 
the Emperor's son, with the peace of Ireland and the royal sovereignty of all Ireland to Rory 
O'Connor, and his own Corgeadh (province) to each provincial king in Ireland, and their rents to 
Bory." By this treaty Roderick became a tributary king, but only two kings of the Irish pen- 
tarchy, and three of the principal cities, were exempted from his jurisdiction, and we shall find 
his descendants, as well as those of the king of Thomond, exercising their sovereignty to a late 
period in the history of Ireland. In  the aome council Henry appointed an Irishman named 
Angustin to the bishopric of Waterford, and sent him to Ireland to be consecrated by Donatus. 
bishop of Cashel. At  this period the following were the chief divisions of Ireland. Desmond, 
under the MacCarthvs; Thomond under the O'Briens; H y  Kinselagh, or Leinster, under the 
Hy Kinsallagh lime of Mahons; the South Hy N i d  under the Clan Colmans, otherwise the 
O'Malachlins ; the North Hy Niall under the O'XeiUs and O'Donnells, who had not yet submitted 
to the English; and E y  Brune, together with H y  Fiacra, otherwise Connaught, under the 
O'Connors. A more detailed list of the Irish territories and chiefs is given by O'Halloran, which 
may be acceptable to our readerq as containing an account of the principal chieftainries of 
Thomond, a t  the time when the fatal chain of foreign domination was riveted by the insensate 
divisions between the natives, which the new Lord Paramout, Henry U. knew so well how to 
foment :- 

Alphabetical list of ancient Irish territories in Limerick, Clare, and Tippers~;  and by what 
Xlesian families possessed, both before and after the invasion of Henry 11. 

Aherloe, in the county of Limerick, the estate of a branch of the O'Briens. 
dine Cliach, in the county of Limerick, the lordship of O ' K i i c k .  
dos-Cliich, extending from Cnoc Greins, to near Limerick, was the patrimony of O'ConneU, 

and Castle Connel his chief residence. 
Aradh-Cliach, in the county of Tipperary, near Killaloe, the estate of &c O'Brien h a d .  

Its h t  proprietor was O'Donegan, of the Ernian race. 
Ardah, east of Casbel, in the county of Tipperary, the lordship of O'Dea. 
Baily-Halliian, in the county of Limerick, the ancient estate of O'HaVian; but in later 

times Mac Sheetries [Qu. Mac Sheehies ? J 
Brurigh, a royal mansion in the  county of Limerick, the seat of O'Donovan, chief of Kerry. 
Bnrren, or eastern Corcamroadh, a barony in the county of Clare, the principality of 

O'LOnghlin. 
C&, in the county of Tipper-, the estate of O'Lonargan. 
Cairbre-Aodhbha, now called Kenry, in the county of Limerick, the ancient estates of 

O'hnovan, O'Clerine, and O'Flanery. 
Callain, in the county of Clare, the territory of O'Hehir. 
Carran Fearaidhe, or Cnoc-Aine, in the connty of Limerick. the estate of O'Grady. 
Ceil Tanan, in the connty of Clare, the estate of O'Mollony. 
Cinectl-Fermaic, in Thomond, the estate of O'Dea. 
Clan-Derla, in the connty of Clare, the ancient territory of Mac Mahon. 
Cleanagh, in the county of Clare, the property of Mac Mahon. 
Clnan Mac Diarmada, in the county of Clare, the estate of the Mac Clanchys, hereditary 

lord justices of Thomond. 
Cod-Gabbra, or Ibh-Conal-Gabhra, the present baronies of Connello, in the county of Lim- 

uick, the ancient territory of O'Connell ; but afterwards we find i t  possessed by the O'Kinealies, 
and O'Cnileans, or Collins [and long before the invasion by the O'Tracies and Scanlans]. 

Connil-Jachtarach, or lower Conella, in the county of Lim&ick, besides the Cinealies, and 
O'Collinq we find the O'Sheehans had lordships there. 
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The treaty of Windsor took place in the year before the defeat of the king 
of Thornond. Not long after the latter event Macarthy conferred an extensive 
territory in the county of Kerry upon Madce,  son of Raymond, ;who became 
powerful by his marriage with the dau~hter  of Milo de Cogan, m d  gave his 
name to the territory of Clan Morris, md to his descendants of Fitzmaurice 
as represented by the Marquis of Lausdowne.1 

Corafin, a territory in the county of Clare, the estate of O'Quinn and O'Heffernan. 
Corca-Bhaisgin, now the Barouy of Moiarta, in the county of Clare, the ancient territory of 

O'Baisen and O'Donal, but for some centuries past the estate of the Mac Mahons of Thomond. 
Corcamruadh, a principality in the county of Clare, the territory of O'Connor-Carcamruadl~, 

of the Irian race. 
Cosmach, in the county of Limerick, belonging to a branch of the O'Briens. 
Cuallachda, in the county of Clare, the patrimony of O'Dubhgin, or Dugin. 
Darach, in Thomonc', the patrimony of &c Donnel descendant from Brian Boirurnhe. 
Diseart-d-Deagha, m the county of Clare, the estate of O'Dea. 
Eile-ui-Fhogerta, in the county of Tipperary, the ancient territory of O'Fogerty. 
Eoganacht-Aine-Cliach, in the county of Limerick, the lordship of O'Kerwick. 
Eoganacht-Cashel, extended from Cashel to Clonnel ; ita principal chief was Mac 

head of the Eugenim line. 
Eoganacht-Graffan, in the county of Tipperary, the lordship of O'Sulliuan ; and their principal 

seat was at Cnoc Graffan on the banks of the Shure. 
Faith-ui-Halluran, extencling from Tulls to near Clare in Thomond, the estate of O'Hallorsn 

of the Heberean race. 
Fearan-SaingiI, called Single-Land, but more properk the Land of the Holy Angel, near 

Limerick, the ancient estate of the O'Conuins or Cuneens. 
Ibh-Fiarach, now called Tnam-ui-Mheara, in the county of Tipperary, the lordship of O'Mara. 
Muiccadha, in the county of Limerick, the lorehip of IvIac Eniry. The . emains of a large 

monastery, and other public buildings, at Castle Town Mac Eniry, yet bespeak the piety and 
splendor of this family, of which there are scarcely any remains at this day. 

Muin-Ti-Conlachta (1 suppose the present Tuam-Greine) in the county Clare, the ancient 
lordship of O'Gra or 0'~radj. '  

Muifcridh-Jarrar-Feimhin, near Emly, in the comty of Tipperary, the estate of O'Cartby. 
Muifcridh-tuacba, near dilmalIock, in the county of Limerick, the estate of O'Hea. 
Ouen-ni-Gleams, now Si =le Bridge, in the couuty of Clare, the estate of O'Kearney. 
Pobul-ui-Brien, now a barony in the county of Limerick, the country of a branch of ths 

O'Brien family. 
Bath-Conan, in the country of Limerick, the estate of O'Casey. The present Viecount Pery, 

enjoys a part of his estate, in right of his great-grandmother, the heire~s of O'Casey. 
Sliabh-Scott, in the county of Clare, the estate of the Mac Bruodins, herex't,ary historians of 

&rth Mnnster. 
Traidaice, or Tradraighe, now a barony in the county of Clare, before the incarnation, the 

residence of the Clana-Deagha, or Munster Knights, from Daire, the son of Deagha, so called, 
and which words import the w d o r s  of Daire. Lord Inchiquin is the present chief of Traidaire. 

Triocha- cead-o-Claisin, the barony of Tulla, in thecounty of Clare, the estate of MacNamara, 
hereditary lord Marshal of Thomond. 

Tuam-ui-Mhara, in the county of Tippexary, the lordship of O%ara. 
Tuaath-Muimhain, North Munster, or Thomond, extended from the isles of Aran to Sliabh 

Eibhliie, near Cashell, to Carran Fearaidh, or Knoc Aine, in the county of Limerick ; and from 
Luin nu Conor, or LoopHead, to Sliabh Data, in Ossory; but in later ages it was eircwnscribed to 
the present county of Clare, of which the O'Briens are hereditary princes. 

Tullichrien, in the county of Clare, the estate of O'Goman. 
TuliaIIaithne, in the county of Tipperary, the estate of O'Ryan, or @Mu1 ayan.-O'Hallmn. 
1 In the b e g h i i g  of June 1176, according to Keating (according to others in May 11?7), the 

celebrated Strongbow died at Dublin after a l i e r i n g  illnnss, wh~ch rle native historians as 
usual, describe as a providential visitation for his rapacious tyranny over clergs and laity. Hiis 
monument, which is of stone and which has attached a small broken figure, traditionally said to 
be his son, whom he is said to have put to death for cowardice, stands at the South wall of the 
nave of Christ Chnrcb Cathedral. It is the figure of a stalwart bight, armed cap-a-pee, 
having the legs crossed as uanal with ernaaders. Money papents, I hare heard, :sed to 
made noon it lieretofore, as on the nail" in Limerick, and over it appears the follorlng inscnp- 
tion, i n h e d  in a tablet in the wall :- 

" This anncient monument of Rycharii Shangbowe, called Comes Strangvensis, Lord of 
Chepto: and Ogny, the fyrst and pryncipal invader of Irlsnd, 1169, qvi obiit 1177. The 
monument wae brochen by the id1 of the rooff md bodye of Christes Church, in anno, 1562, 
and set up agape  at  the chargys of the Right Honwable Su Hencie Sydney, Knight of the 
Noble Order, L : President of Wdles, L : Deputy of Irland." 
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In  the year 1174 the command of the forces was once more given to 

Haney of Mount Maurice, who recommended Strongbow to join him in an 
expedition against Donnell O'Brien, who, following the example of Macarthy 
in Cork, had wrested the city of Limerick from the English intruders. 
Strongbow called to his assistance the Danes of Dublin, and Roderick 
O'Connor advanced into Ormond to repel him, Donnell O'Brien led his brave 
Dalcassiam towards Durlas @Fogarty (Eliogarty), now Thnrles, where they 
gained a complete and signal victory. According to the Norman accounts, 
the Dublin Danes were attacked while overcome by deep, and slaughtered, 
h o s t  unresistingly, to the number of 400. Ware ascribcs the glory of 
this result to Donnell O'Brien, king of Limerick, but he calculates that the 
loss of t5: ZngIish was not so considerable as that here given. 

This &L .,-,trous defeat had such an effect upon Strongbow that he shut 
himself up a t  Waterford,' whilst the Lish throughout the country rose up 
in arms. 

In  this emergency Strongbow was obliged to have recourse to his old 
friend Raymond le Gros, whose anger he propitiated by offering him the 
band of his sister Basilica, together with the offices which had been pre- 
viously refused to him.2 The rapidity and efficiency of Rajmood's arrange- 
ments were worthy of his promised reward; and having hastily collected a 
force of 30 knights, 100 men at arms, and 300 archeys, he set out accom- 
panied by bis friend Meyler, and safely arrived at Waterford, just as the 
Danes were meditating a general massacre of the English garrison; which, 
when Strongbow left for Wexford with his new allies, actually took place, 
except such of the garrison as had been left in Reginald's Tower, which 
eventually took possession of the town.3 

During the celebration of the nuptials of Raymond and Basilia cle Clare, 
who brought her lord the dowry lands of Fethard, Glascarrig, and Idrone, 
besides the high offices before mentioned, and the ter -itory caUed after h 
NGrace's County" in the present county of Kilkenn~, news arrived of Rode- 
ricks advance to Dublin; and Raymond hastily mar. hed to Meath, where 
he is said by some to have cut off a few of the retiring forces of Roderick ; 
but the more credibIe account is, that the undisciplined forces of the Irish, 
who seem to have consisted of raw levies, appear to have been disbanded 
before Raymond arrived. 

R a p o n d  now turned his attention to Limerick, where he had determined 
to revenge the disastrous defeat inflicted upon his father-in-law at Thurles 
by the brave king of Thomond, but where he was warmly received by the 
hrave defenders of the walls which hung over the margin of the river, 
although they were obliged eventually to yield to the invaders, who, after 
committing the usual ravages, re-established the English garrison, and with- 
drew with the rest of their forces to Leinster. 

In the twenty-foluth year of Henry 11. (1177), Raymond le Gros alone 
discharged the regal functions in Ireland, and committed the city of Limerick 
to the guardianship of Do& O'Brien, prince of Thomond, who shortly after 
having broken down the southern point of the bridge set fire to the city. 
This was actually witnessed by Raymond le Gros is he departed for Dublin. 

In 1178,' the interminable feuds of the Eo,pmchts and Dalgais, desolated 

According to some authorities in the little Island near Waterford. 
2 GiraIdus Cambrensis. Hibernia Expeg. 24. 

Annals of Innisfall. 



4 4: - . HISTORY OF LIMERICK. 

the whole province of Munster. Dr. OBrien, one of the descendants of the 
house of Thomond, supplies us pith an account of the part borne in them by 
the O'Briens.' 

The annals of the Four Masters have a curious entry at the year 1180 :- 
cc Lorcan O'Toole, i.e., Laurence, archbishop of Leinster snd legate of Ireland, 
suffered martyrdom in England." His death really took place at the monas- 
tery of Eu, in Normandy. He was connected maternaUy with the house of 
Thomond. His mother, according to the authorities quoted by Ware,. who 
gives the above anecaote, being Ingen O'Brien, that is, daughter of the 
prince. His father was the youngest son of Mmchertach O'Toole, the head 
of the second most-powerful house in Leinster, and at that time lord of Hy- 
Muiraadhaigh, comprising the southem half of Kildare, not of Imaile in Wick- 
low, as Ilanigan and Moore state, though their f a d y  did at this time take 
possession of Imalle, which had been previously possessed by O'Teige. Led- 
wich has curiously and cha~acteristieally mistaken Hy-Muiraidhaigh (which 
is called O'Mwethi by Giraldus) for OJMoore. We have been thus particular 
about this illustrious man, not merely on account of his connection with the 
kings of Limerick, but of the important part that he played @ the history of 
th&e evil times. 

In  the year 1188, the annals of the Four Masters record the treacherous 
murder of Brian, the son of Tnrlough O'Brien, by Randal Macnamara Beg. 

In the year 1185, '' the son of the king of England, that is, John, the son 
of Henry, came to Ireland with a Beet of sixty ships to assume the govern- 
ment of the kingdom. He took possession of Dublio and Leinster, and 
erected castles at Tipraid-Fachtna and Ardfinan, out of which he plundered 
Munster, but his people were defeated with great slaughter by Domell O'Brien. 
The son of the king of England then returned to England to complain to his 
father of Hugo de Lacy, who was the king of England's deputy in Ireland on 
his (John's) arrival, and who had prevented the I15sh kings t o m  sending 
him (John) either tribute or  hostage^."^ 

1 dd A.D. 117'8. Donald O'Brien, at  the head of the entire Ddcassian tribes, qeat ly distressed 
and reduced all the Eugenians, laid waste their country with fire and sword, and obliged the dis- 
persed Eugenians to seok for shelter in the woods and fastnesses of Eve-Eachach, on the south of 
the river Lee. I n  this expedition they routed the O'Donovans of Ire-Figeinte, or Cairbre Aedh- 
bha, in the county of Limerick, and the O'CoIIiss of Ive-Conail Gabhra, or Lower Conndlo, in 
said c~unty,  beyond the mountain of Mangedon, to the western parts of the couoty of Cotk : 
here these tvo exiled Eugenjan families, being powerfully assisted by the O'Mahonys, made new 
~t t lements  for themselves in the antient properties of the O'Donoghues, O'Learys, and O'Dris- 
colls, M, which three families the O'Mahonp were always declared euemiel to the borders of 
Loughlene, pihere Auliff hEorQ'Donoghue, surnamed Cumsiuach, had made some settlements 
h ~ f n G  this enoch. v----- -- 

1 Ware's Bishops. 
8 The ruins of the castle, built at  Ardfinan, are still to be seen on a rock overhanging the river 

Suir, in the barony of lffa and Offa, and county of Tipperary,where CO& Leland and Noore have 
also placed the castle of Tipraid Tachtus. The followers of prince John are described by Gird- 
dus, Hanmer and Campion, in  the most uncomplimmtsty language- Giraldus describes them aa 
talkative, boastful, enormous swearers, insolent; and Campion as ' I  great quaffers, loutdens, 
proud-bellied swahes, fed with extortion and bribery."'-E&tw of Irehd.  

I n  the year 1188 we find the following entries in the Annals of the Four Masters:-" Ed- 
win% the daughter of O'Quin and Queen of Hunster, died on her pilgrimage at  Derry, victorious 
over the world and the-devil." Thia lady was daughter of O'Quin, chief of Munster-Iffernan, in 
Thomondc now represented by the Earl of Dunraven. '' John de Courcy and the English of Ire- 
land made a n  irrcursion into Connaught, accompanied by Connor O'Dermot ; upon whlch Connor 
Moinmoy, King of Connaught, assembled all the chieftains of Connaught, who were joined by 
Donnell O'Brien, a t  the head of some of the men of Munster."-Annals of f ie  FOUT Masters. 

The O'Quins and O'Deas were the chief families in the district called from the latter, Wsert 
OVDea.-Xee Bishop O'Dea's J,$e in the Ecclesinstical parl. 
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In 1192, the English settlers in I~inster,  taking advantage of the quarrels 

between the sons of Roderick Wonnor, wasted the territory of Thomond, 
but they sdered severely for their temerity. In the year 1293, say the an- 
nals of the Bour Masters, " the English of Leinster committed great depre- 
dations against Donnell O'Brien. !bey pursued over the plains of Hillaloe, 
and directed their course westwards, until they had reached a plain near the 
Shannon, in the parish of Killaloe, in the east of the county Clare, where 
they were opposed by the Dalcassians, who slew a gi-eat number of them. In  
this expedition the English erected the castles of Kilfeacle (about four and 
a-half miles to the east of the town of Tipperary), md Knockgraffon (about 
two miles to the north of the town of Cahir). Donnell O'Brien defeated the 
English of Ossory and made a great slaughter of them.'" 

The neighbourhood of Thurles was the scene of two defeats of the EngIish 
by the brave king of Thornond.~ 

At this period, no doubt by English influence, the see of .KilIdoe was 
nnited to Roscrw, or Eile, and to the celebrated see of Inniscattery, or Scat- 
tery I ~ l a n d . ~  The death of Aedh or Hugh O'Beaghan, last bishop of Innis- 
cattery, is set down in the annals of the Four Masters at 1188, and that of 
the last bishop of Eile and Roscrea, namely, of Isirac O'Cuainan, at 1161. 
The see of hniscattery extended to both sides of the estuarv.* 

J 
1 A memorial of these defeats of the English still remains in " THE GRAVES OE THE L E ~ T E K  

HEX," which are situated in the barony of Owney and Arra, not far distant from the @orbally 
Slate Quarries, about two miles N.E. of Dewy Castle House, and in the valley that lies between 
Thoum-Thinna (the Wave of Fire) mountain and the high lands behind Derry, Rpninch, Castle- 
town, &C., &c. These graves are marked on the Ordnance Survey Nap of Ireland, so remarkable 
an6 historic are they. The view from the graves is grand and beautiful, embracing the Shannon 
for several miles, the EoIy Islands (Inniscailthra), Scariff Bay, and a great part of Tipperary and 
Connaught. The people look upon these ancient depositaries of the remains of the invaders with 
unaccountable veneration or rather superstition. I t  is only lately that tbe bones of the occupant 
of one of the graves were disturbed during some drainage operations, when the peasantry declared 
tbey discovered a number of supernatural footprints near the resting places of these venerable 
warriors, and on the margin of a certain reservoir which was formed on the side of the moun- 
tain to drive a wheel. The wanton destruction of one of the graves, some time before, had 
occasioned great indignation among the people. In  the rear 1194, the annals record the deatb of 
the ilIustrious Donaldrnore, king of Thomond, in the following language :-'l Donnell, son of 
Turlough O'Brien, king of Illunster, a beaming lamp in peace and war, and the brilliant sear of 
the hospitality and valour of the Momonians and of n2l Leth-Mogha, died, an6 Muttagh, his son, 
assumed his p1aca"-Annals of the Four Masters. 

3 The Fonr Masters mention that in A.D. 1213, OIDonteIl having, jn pnrsnit of Muielgh 
O'Daly, plundered and laid waste Thomond. followed him to the gates of Limerick, and pitching 
his camp at  &loin-ui Donnell (O'Donnellk marsh, so-called from that circumstance), laidsiege to 
the cit); upon which the inhabitants, at  the command of O'Donnell, expelled Muireagh 

. -Awl3 of the Four Mastm. .. .. 
We find the following entry in the Annals of Clonmacnoise for the year 1216:-dLGmfflery 

Marehe (De Marisco) founded a castle at Killaloe and forced the inhabitants to receive an Eng- 
lish bishop." The name of this bishop was Robert Ikavers. He was afterwards deprived (in 
122 l ) ,  and until the time of the Reformation the see continued to he filled almoat exclusively by 
Irishmen, there having been but one Englishman, Eobert de Muliield, who succeeded in 1409.- 
Harh's ware, vol. 1, PD. 5531-593. - - -  

S Usher's ~rimordia: 873. 
* Sir J. Ware, in his history of Irish bishops, gives the following acconnt of the bishop and 

abbots of Inniscattery :-'.Nor ought i t  to he forgotten, that the bishopricks of Limerick and Inis- 
Catay, or tbe Island of Gata (the Cat or Monstw, which St. Senan is said to have banisbed), 
were united about the end of the twelfth or beginning of the thirteenth centmy. [But, accord- 
iog to Ussher, the possessions of i t  are divided between the sees of Limerick, Ellaloe and Ardfert] 

'L We shall here take occasion to mention what occurs in ancient monuments, concerning B e  see 
of Ink-Catay. I t  is said to hare been founded by St. Patrick about the middle of the fifth een- 
t w y ,  and to be governed by him for some time, whom St. Senan succeeded; to which allndea the 
passage before cit.4, p. 34, where St. Patrick is introduced p~opbesfing that Sensn, not then 
born, should be his successor. The prelates of this Chnrch ars sometimes called b i iops  and 
eometimes abbots ; and there are very few traces to be met with, concerning tbem, in atimt 
writers ; the following are all I csn collect :- 
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The last days of Donogh ~ a i r b r e a ~ h  O'Brien, were chiefly occupied with 
conilicts with the chiefs of Connaught and their allies, the supporters of the 
sons of Roderick O'Connor, against their cousins, the sons of Cathd Crovderg 
or the Red-handed O'Connor, and nephews of O'Brien. The death of Cair- 
breagh took place in 1242. He was succeeded by his son, Connor na Sui- 
dane, the founder of the monastery of Corcomroe, in which his tomb and 
e5gy are still preserved. Cairbreagh O'Brien was ody the chief of the DaI- 
cassians, not king of Munster. He was the first that took the iitle of The 
O'Brie; 

The next events of the history of the princes of Thomond, are well con- 
densed by Professor @Curry, from the valuable Irish tract called " The His- 
tory of the Wars of Thomond." The natural feelings of the worthy professor 
are characteristically expressed in the following quotation :- 

'(The Anglo-Norman power which came into the country in the year 1172, 
had constantly gained ground ; generation after generation, as you are of 
course aware, in consequence chiefly of the mutual jealousies and isolated 
opposition of the individual chiefs a;nd claos among the Gaedhils. At last 
the two great sections of the country, the races of the north and the south, 
resolved to take counsel and select some brave man of either of the ancient 
royal houses to be elevated to the chief command of the whole nation, in 
order that its power and efficiency might be the more effectually concentrated 
and brought into action against the common enemy. To this end then, a 
convention was arranged to take place between Brim O'Keill, the greatest 
leader of the nodh*at this time, and Pad&, the son of Conor O'Brien, at 
Caeluisge  mow Water], on Loch Erpe (near the present Castle Calwell). 
O'Neill came attended by all the chiefs of the north and a numerous 2orce of 
armed men. O'Brien, though in his father's lifetime, went thither at the 
head of the Munster and Connaught chiefs and a large body of men in arms. 
The great chiefs came face to face at either bank of the Narrow Water, but 
their old destiny accompanied them, and emh came to the convention fully 

St. Senan, bishop and abbot of Ink-Cathay, was born in Carko-Baskind, a maritime territory 
in the county of Clare, m d  was descended by his father Ergindos, from Conair, the first king of 
Ireland. His mother's name W88 Comgella, of s Munster family also. He received his first ru- 
diments and the monastic habit from the abbot Casaidanus, and was afterwards a disciple to Na- 
tab, abbot of Kilmanach, in Ossory, and then to St. David, bishop of Menevia, in Wales. Be. 
turning to Ireland, he founded many monasteries in several parts of Munster, and at last fixed 
hi aeat at InissCathay. He died on the fist  of March, 544, the same day and year with St. 
David beforementioned, and was buried in his own monastery at Inis-Cathay. Colgann hath 
publiihed his life in Latin verse ent of the antient book of gilkenny ; to which he hath added a 
supplement in prose from an Irish manuscript. To these I refer such readers who are desirous of 
knowing more of St. Sense." So far Ware who gives the following list :- 

Odran, bishop of Inis-Cathay, was the disciple and immediate successor of St. Senan. He 
flonrished about the pear 580. 

Aidi,  bishop of Inis-Cathay, as mentioned in the mart~ology of M a r k  Gorman, and hi fes- 
tival obkved on the 31st of Augost. 

Another Aidin, abbot of Inis-Cathey, died in 861. 
Flathbert, abbot of Inis-Cathay, and afterwards king of Munster after Cormac Mac Culeha0, 

died in 940. He was the great fomentor and firebrand of that war in which Cormac Lost hislie. 
Colla abbot and doetor or master of Inis-Cathay, died in 994. 
O - B ~ ~ ~ I I S ,  Comorban of Inis-Cathay, died in 1081. 
Aid 0-Beachaia, bishop of IniiCathay, died in 1138, and soon after his death the see of Inia- 

cathay was *&sited to that of Limeriok. 
It was in the reign and by command of Cairbreaeh (so called because he had been fostered in 

Carbery), that the building of the beautifd Francisca~I Abbey of Ennii was commenced. I t  vas 
finished by his son and sncceasor, Conor na Siudaina, and i t  is frequently referred to in the an- 
nals. A short time ~reviously to the commencement of the work, Donogh Cairbreagh hod 

determined that himself alone should be the chosen leader and king of Erin-. 
Ths convention was, as might be expected a failure; and the respective par- 
ties retnrned home more divided, more jealous, and less powerful than ever to 
advance the general interests of their country, and to crush, as united they 
might easily have done, that craftyy unscmpulous, and treacherous foe, which 
contrived then and for centuries after to rule over the clans of Erinn, by 
taking advantage of those dissensions among them, which the stranger always 
found means but too r d y  to foment and to perpetuate. 

"This convention or meeting of O'Brien and O'Neill took place in the 
year 1258, accordulg to the annals of the Four Masters; and in the p a r  
1259, TadAg O'Brien died. In the year after that again, that is, 1260, Brian 
WeiU himself was killed in the battle of D o m  Patrick, by John de Colvcy 
and his followers. 
'' The premature death of Fad& VBrien so preyed up on his father, that 

for a considerable time he forgot altogether the duties of his position and the 
general interests of his people. This state of supineness encouraged some of 
his subordinate chiefs to withhold from him his lawfd tributes. 

''Among these insubordinates was the O'Lochlainn of Burren, whose con- 
tumacy at length roused the 016 chief to action; and in the year l267 he 
marched into O'LochIainnJs country, as far as the wood of Siubhdaineachy in 
the north-west of Bunen. Here the chief wm met by the O.'Lochlainns and 
their adhefents, and a battle ensued in which WBrien was billed and his army 
routed ; and hence he has been ever since known in history as Cmch&har na 
Suibhkine, or Conor of Sui6daineaci." 

CHAPTER TII. 

LIMEItICK UNDER THE ENGLISH.-4HARTEBS AND GRANTS. 

THE introduction of the English government into Limerick did not take 
place until the death of Donald (YBrien. John, Earl of Morton and Lord 
of Ireland showed great zeal and determination in establishmg the English 
interest in the city. He granted a charter on the 19th of December, 1197, 
the 9th of Richard I.,l by which he extended to the city, the privileges 

We translate from the Arthar MSS. the following. pitzgerald gives only the reddon of 
SII abstract of John's d charter1 :- 

rrscS C m  ofthefirst Royal ~&rim granted b L i d  by John, Lord OfIrehnd, @c. 
John, Lord of Ireland, Ear1 of Morton, to the Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, Ear4 Barons, 

Jnatiwies, Bdi@ and to aIl his servsnts and faithful subjects of all fieland, greeting; Know 
p that we have given, and by this charter confirmed, for ne and our heirs, anto the citizens of 
GeriCg, &at they and their heirs do have and hold the. City of Limerick, with all the apparts. 
a d  bmgages, intend and ex- to the City nppertsining, in fee 6rm, by the return which 

appointed by Hamond de Valois, with pleas and aiguists, and that they have all the liberti* 
a d  h matoom through d Ireland which the citizens of Dnblin have ; Wherdore we will and vz pyscrib~, that onr citizens of Limerick and their heirs after them do have and hold all -- ---- -- me Imrties and free costoms doresaid and as presented. For the rest, know ye that [we hold 
a] ratified and well pleasing, and established for ever, the delivermces [libanh'w] of burgages, 
nith the fibertiw and preseriptiom which Hmond de ValoL made m the city of Limerick as 
he let %foresaid bnrgages to my citizens of the mm citv. 
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already granted to Dublin, enabling the citizens to choose a Mayor and Duum- 
viri, or two B,ziliffs, a designation by which they were named until the 
reign of James I., when by charter of that monarch, the citizens were allowed 
to  choose Sheriffs in place of BaWs, etc.-these, with the mayor, performed 
the municipal government of the city. I n  1198, however, the English were 
driven out of Limerick by M'Carthy of Dssmond ; but soon after they may 
be said to have held 6rm possession, though their tenure was frequently 
disputed. W e  have on record as to the exact time the walls of the city were 
first built; but from the Patent rolls, in the early portion of king John's 
reign, we find that the city was at  that period surrounded by walls, and that 
the king made several grants to his followers within and without the walls.' 

In the same year he gave to Ilamo de Valois, two cantreds of " Hoche- 
vele" in the L a d  of Liaerick for the service of ten knights, (Char. Rol. 
82). On the 12th of January, 1200, he granted to William of Braosa the 
honor of Limerick, vith its appurtenances, &c. This charter was given at 
Lincoln, and bears the signatures, as witnesses, H, Archbishop of Canter- 
bury ; R, Bishop of St. Andrew's ; K, Earl of Chester ; R, Earl of Leicester ; 
G. Fitzalen, Earl of Essex; William Briwerr, Wubart Bard, Walter de Lascy; 
Sllnon Pateshill. It states that it (the charter) was given by the hand of 
Symon, Archdeacon of Wells, at Lincoln, granting and confirming to Braosa 
the honour of Lymerick, with all its appurtenances "retaining in our demesne 
the city of Lpmerick and the Bishopricks and Abbeys, and retainin, m ' our 

1 In ths second year of his reigu the king gave to Galfridus Fitzrobert one burgage* below 
(within?) the walls of Limerick, to be held by free service 32d. ; and granted and confirmed to 
the same fcr homage and service, five knight's fees,? a t  Radagar, in the Cantred of Huhene, to 
be held of one and one-third knight's fees-Charter Role A". lo, Rotulo 14 and 15. In the same 
year he gave to Robert Sergeant four burgages, of which two are without the city of Limerick, 
between the city and the bridge, whatever part of the bridge is next the wall, and two in the 
island towards the city, near the bridge, wherever the bridge may be, for the service of 4s. per 
an., and he granted unto the same for his homage and service a knight's fee at Clouhulugrdachan 
and Cloinonoehaiu, in the cLtheudum"$ of Huertherain, to be held by the third part of one 
knight's fee, Hamo de Valentia being the justiciary of Ireland.-Charter Roles 78. In the same 
year he gave to Humphrey de Pykeuile, one burgage below the walls of Limerick, for the service 
of 12d. per annum ; and he gave and confirmed to the same for his homage and service Killeru- 
mauith, three knight's fees circumjacent for ail service, for the service of one knighL.-Charter 
Role 75. In  the same year he gave Lauvelekin f itzwilliam one burgage below the walls of Limerick, 
for [per) the service of 121% per ann. and five knight's fees. a t  Insculin and Balieder, Bzioni, 
Corbally, Cullen, Odergraper, Ballydermot, in the Cantred of Huhene, to be held by the service 
of one knight and two parts.-Charter Role 79. I n  the same year he gave to Wm. de Naish one 
bnrgage in Limerick through the servire of 12d. per aun. and the castles of Kava Kittel, with a 
fee of five knights in the nearer place of that castle, in the " theudulu" of Lirickmadh, in the 
Cantred of Huhene, held by the service of one knight's fee and two parts.-Role 81. In  the 
same year he gave to Thomas, the son of Maurice, one burgage next the bridge, oa the left hand 
side towards the north, through the service of 12d. per ann. and five knight's fees, in the " theu- 
dum" of Blenrii (or Olweii, or as I rather think Kenry), in the Cantred of Fontimell, and fire 
knight's fee3, in the thendum of Huanarach. which is in Thomond, beyond the water of the 
Shannon, to be held by the aervice of three knight's fee and one third.-Char& Role 82. 

* Tenure in bnrgage is where the king or other person is lord of an ancient borough in which 
tbe tenants are held by a rent certain. I t  is a kind of 1orage.-lyt. Il., 162, 163. 

t A Knight's Fee, Feudurn rnilitare, is so much inheritance as is s a c i e n t  yearly to maintain 
a knight, with convenient revenue4 and in Henry 111.'~ days was E15 (Camden's Brit. p. I l l ) ,  
in the time of Edward II. £20 ; a knight's fee containad 12 plough lands, or 5 hides, or 480 
acres. SeMen, however, aays the knight's fee had no reference to land, but to the services or 
number of the knights reserved.-Tomlin's Law Dkl. Stowe, in his h& (p. 286) says there 
were found in England a t  the time of the Conqueror 60,211 knight's fees, according to others 
60,216, whereof the religioes houses before their suppression were possessed of 28,015. 

$ The word Theudum," means a fief, most probably one of five knigkt'a fees, which was ex- 
pressed by the word Totk. In the Celtic mythology the word Toth meant the genius Loci. 
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hand the cantred of the Ostmen and the Holy Island, as king Henry, our 
father, that honour gave to Yhilip de Braosa, uncle of the aforesaid TVilliam" 
-"to have and to hold to him and his heirs of us and our heirs bp thc 
service of sixty knights, except the servicc of William de Burgo,' of all his 
lands and tenements aforesaid honours to be held, &C., &C.; and we have 
retained in our demesne and hand all its appurts in wood and plain, in meadow 
and pastnres, in water and mills and fish ponds and pollds and hsheries 
and ponds, in ways and pathways, &C." 

King John, (says Giraldus Cambrensis,) g,z.ve to Philip de Eraosn the 
northern division of Munster, namrly, the n-hole kingdom of Limerick, 
except the city itself, and the cantrcd belonging to it. At the same time he 
gave the lrhgdom of Cork to Cogan and Fitz Stcphen. So thesc three chiefs 
made a strict mutual alliance, and having obtainsd possession of Lismore, 
and of the greater part of Cork, namely, seven cantreds near the city, each 
containing 100 townlands, they proceeded to Limerick. Their army con- 
sisted of seventy men-at-arms, one hundred and fifty horse solclicrs, and the 
proper complement of bowmen. But when they reachcd Limerick, the 
citizens set the town on fire. Cogan and Fitz Stephen proposed to ford the 
Shannon and storm the place. But Braosa provcd wanting in courage and 
returned home. 

He aftervards endeavoured to rehabilitate liis character for bravery by 
joining in the crusades, and appears to have died in the Holy Land, when 
his rights, such as they Rere, to the kingdom of Limciick passed to his 
nephew, Willinm de Bmosa. Rut we learn from Dugdde (Ihwo~mge I. 415) 
that king John sold Braosds lands in Ireland to Yhilip de TVyg-ornia, (or 
TQorcester,) Lord Deputy in 1184, for five hundred marks. In  1200, hom- 
ever, the unprincipled monarch, resold Wygornia's lands, and those of 
Theobald Fitz Walter, ancestor of the Ormonde famil~; to William de Braosa, 
for 5,000 marks, and 5,000 marks more for the kingdom of Limerick, (see 
the charters of king John, anno 2, and Dugdde, I., 416.)"itz Walter 
repurchased his own estate for 500 marks, through the mediation of his 
brother Hubert, Archbishop of Canterbury, (see Roger de Hoveden, II., 
513,) whilst TITygornia, says that author, "with diiIiculty escaping from tho 
hands of the king, returned to Ireland, passing through the territories of the 
king of Scots, and recovered parts of his lands by waging war against the 
king." The kingdom of Limerick he had never had possession of, so did 
not probably now obtain it. But he seized on his former estates, chiefly in 
Tipperary, and held them by force: and his heirs still held lands there by 
knights' service in 1514, (Carew MSS.) The unfortunate Braosa was unable 
to pay the instalments due to the rapacious king John; he was fiercely 

1 1201, King John granted to William de Bnrgo 5 Knights' fees, called a Toth, wherein is 
seated Castle Connell, within 4 miles of Limerick, east, provided he forti6ed the castle, and was to 
restore it to the king if demanded, by getting a reasonable exchange for it.-Tare. 

2 In Pat. Roll. Mem. 23, No. 203, the grant to Williamde Braosa is set forth-'6 quze retinnimus 
in Domiuico nostro, habenda donec Regi placuerit" 

In the 4th year of his reign a mandate was issued by the king to Philip de Wigorne, or Wor- 
cester, " that he should render to William de Braosa the laud and castles of Orngraffan, aqd 
otber castles of the Honour of Limerick, which are retained by the king according to convention. 
-Pal. Roll, Nem 10. 

In  the 6th year of Johd's reign Limerick was taken from William de Braosa by advice of the 
Barons of England, '*for the peace of the kingdom."-Pat. Roll, dim. 7. 

Wigornia, according to Dugdsle's Ifonasticon, was Constable of Ireland. Wm. and Roger de 
Wigornia gave Sidan, Skbevin, Kilsterenan, &C., in Ireland, to the Wonastery of Osney, near 
Oxford. Confirmed 28th Feb. An. 13 Edward I.-Dugdale's Xm8. Ariyli. 

I; 
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penecuted'by him, was driven from all his estates, and died n penniless exile, 
whlst the spiteful monarch wreaked his vengeance on his wife and son, who 
were starved to death, A.D. 1211, (see Dugdale as before.) 

Captivated, as we have seen, with the beauty of Limerick, the King 
caused a singularly choice castle, '' egregium castellurn," and bridge to be 
built.' In that age the Annals refer to the erection of two bridges over the 
Shannon, m d  one over the Suck, by the monarch TurIough O'Connor. 
There is no doubt those bridges were not of stone, but of wood, and that 
the fmt structures of the kind of stone were erected by, or after the arrival 
of the Anglo-norm an^.^ King John's bridge was perfectly level, crossing 
the main arm of the Shannon, from the N.E. extremity of the English town, 
close by the Castle; it was built on fourteen arches, under each of which 
some marks of the liurdles, on which it was erected, were visible until the 
bridge was taken down in the year 1838, and the present structure was built. 
According to tradition the cost of the building of Thornond bridge was but 
b@30.3 Immediately above the bridge a ledge of rocks crosses the river, over 
which one can walk with perfect safety at low water. 

The " Egregium Castellurn" continues to our own time to '  be one of the 
k e s t  specimens of fortified Norman architecture in Ireland. The north-west 
tower is said to have been the first portion of the work that was erected. 
Nenagh Castle is said to have been built at the same time ; it too, is a noble 
military building in the Norman style. A Constable was immediately ap- 
pointed to it by the King. ' The Castle is now used as an Ordnance store, 

I Stanihurst. 2 Dr. Petrie in the Dublin Penny Journal. 
a I n  King John's time the pay of a foot soldier, which was more than a labourer's hire, was 

three halfpence a day. The small cost of the building of Tbomond Bridge need not surprise us. 
In  king John's time and under the Edwards, land was granted in Ireland, by carucates. A carucate 
was 140 great acres on an average and was taxed as chattels worth 66. 

This venerable bridge was taken down in 1838 by the old Corporation, and in two years after- 
w.:rtls, viz. in 1840, the present structure was built, and open for traffic. Though the old 
Corporation built the new bridge, and gave credit to themselves for doing so, the amount of the 
contract, a sum of f 9000, was paid by the new or Reformed Corporation for this work. 

The new bridge bears the following inscription :- 

THIS BRIDGE WAS BUlLT AD: 1840 
AT THE EXPENSE OF THE CORPORATION 

OF THE BOROUGH OF LIMERICK. 
THIS TABLET WAS PLACED HERE BY ORUER 

OF THE TOWN COUNCIL A D 1843 
THE RIGHT WORSHIPFUL MARTIN HONAN MAYOR 

IOHN F: RALEICH Esq. TOWN CLERK 
FRANCIS I. O'NEIL ESQ. TREASURER 

JAMES AND P. R. PAIN, 
ARCHITECTS 

Mr. John Long, the eminent civil Engineer, who built the new bridge over the Shannon a t  
Athlone, and the new docks at  Limerick, communicates to a s  his opinion, that the early bridges 
were chiefly of wicker work, no doubt very frail and imperfect, and for this reason easily de- 
stroyed; the notes in the Four B1ast-m will fortify this opinion. Afterwardn etone arches were 
turned over wicker centres; bnt they form two distinct periods of bridge building. Until recently 
one of these wick&-bridges stood over the Shannon above Carrick-on-Shannon, and Mr. Long 
says he has often crossed it. It was built of loose stone piers, such as a common labourer 
would build, placed close to each other ; some rough black oak logs thrown across from pier to 
pier, and these covered with wicker work in several layers, and gavel, &c. strewn on these. I t  
was very frail, apd the horse waa unyoked from the cart, and the latter pulled across by men. 
This, he thinks, was the character of all the early bridges across the Shannon before stone strnc- 
twes were erected, wbich he believes were not adopted until about Elizabeth's reign. 

O l d  Thomond Bridae, Klng John's Castle, and St. Mary's Cathedrai. 

[Engraved for MAURICE: LENIHAN'S Hzsto~y of Limerick.] 
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.&C., and in the ground within the walls and towers, an excellent Infantry 
Barricks for four hundred soldiers was erected in 1751. The number of 
English settlers now began to increase rapidly; and the introduction of English 
habits, customs, dress, &c. kept pace with the numbers of the new inhabitants. 
Outside the walls many English families also established themselves.1 

The politic John was resolved to keep on the best terms with the Bishop 
.and Church of Limerick after he had obtained a firm footing within the city. 
The question of building the Castle and other forti6cationsJ and of strength- 
ening himself as much as possible, was paamount with him; but he was 
resolved to do so, not at  the expense of the Church, by any encroachment 
whatever on the domains of the Bishop of Saint Mary's Church in Limerick. 
It would appear that certain of his partizans had begun to occv.py some of 
the church lands in their zeal to erect the Castle and fortifications ; but the 
King, before 1207, issued a prohibition against the slightest encroachment 
on the church properties, and in earnest and emphatic language warned, in 
a letter still extant,2 and addressed to his justices, bailiffs, barons, soldiers, 
and all his faithful subjects, in France, England, and Ireland, telling them 
that the rights of his venerable father in Christ, D. the Bishop of Limerick, 
should be strictly guarded, in reference to the contemplated Castle, and the 
other muniments and fortifications, and that nothing whatever should ba 
done to interfere with the church property until his arrival in Ireland, when 
he expressed his determination to see the Bishop fully satisfied in every thing 
connected with the projected forti6cations. The King furnished the Castle 
with every requisite for the defence of his newly acquired city. He  not only 
placed constables within its walls: whom he invested with authority, but he 

1 Among the possessors of land in the county of Limerick in the thirteenth century, the 
following names appear :-Bagod or Baggot, a companion of Strougbow was the founder of the 
Bagot family now represented byThomas Neville Bagott, Fsq. of Ballymoe, county Galway; Patrick 
Bagott, Esq., of Bagottstown Castle, county Limerick, m, in 1540, Maria, daughter of J. Edmond 
O'Dwyer, Esq., of Kilnemanagh, county Tipperary: nine Bagots were attainted and their estates 
confiscated in Carlow and Limerick, in the wars of James 11.-a portion of the family escorted 
king James to France:-Bonervyle, Brown, Butler, Fitzgerald, Sir Thomas de Clifford, Sir 
David de Rupe o r  Roche, Naish, Maunsell and Pierrepoirtt. Walter Maunsell was chief sergeant 
of the county of Limerick in the reign of Edward the first. Of the early settlers in the city, the 
3ollowiug are t t e  names of those that survive in our day :-White, Barrett, Long, Naish, O'Neill, 
O'Noonan, Sergeant,.Young, Dundon, Russell, Flandr, Hallanan, and Purcell. Judging from the 
municipal roll of the thirteenth century, of which not many names have come down to u8, there 
appears to have been a mixture of Welsh, Normans, Spaniards, English and Italians. 6ee 6ir 
U m a r d  Burke'a Landed Gentry. 

The name of Robert Bagod occurs very freqnentb in the sales and settlements of land, &o., 
that were made during the episcopacy of Gibert, Bishop of Limerick, whose transactions in this 
respect were very numerous, as appears b y  the Black Book. Maurice Bagott of Baggotstom 
was one of those who were excepted from pardon by the crnel and merciless Ireton, when he 
obtained possession of Limerick in 1651, through the treachery of Fennel, as will appear more 
fully in the proper place. Many of the Bagott family have continued Catholics, and are allied 
4.0 some of the first Catholic families in Ireland. 

2 Black Book of Limerick. 
a Godfrey de Rupe or Koche was constable of the Castle of Limerick in the rear  1216.- 

Arthur MSS. 
Before the regular lit of these begins, there are scattered notices to be found of the constables 

of the Castle of Limerick.-Bee Liber M u n e m  Hib. 
Thomas FizHugh de Lees was constable at  a fee of ten marks, temp. Edward 11. 
He was succeeded b y  Thomas de Winchester, (Patent 28th May, 1326.) He had a warrant in 

thc following July for f 20 to repair the buildings and walla of the Castl+then in R very bad 
state of repair. And in October of that year £80 more was granted to him and John le Blowd, 
MAYOB of LrmcB~cg, for the same purpose. 

William de Swynford was constable in 1335. 
Peter de O'Kebournarn in 1343. 
John Corbet in 1372. 
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took care to provicle it with chaplains. These succeeded each other, as re- 
moval or other causes created a vacancy in the office; and on one occasion we 
~ n d  Geotfrey de Afareys, Lord Justiciary of Ireland, on the part of his royal 
master, making a presentation to the chaplaincy of the King's Castle, 
of Thornas in the place of hndre~v, who had either died, or been placed in 
some other position.' The church lands were extensive, the constant dealings 
with them, the employment they gave the Courts in Dublin, as well as in 
Limerick, are shown in the records that have come down to us, and of which 
the Black Book contains a considerable number. In 1817 a mint was 
established in Limerick.2 I n  1222 regulations were made concerning the 
Corporation, which has been recognised by Act of Parliament as a Corpo- 

James Earl of Desmond was made constable for life by Patent 23rd August 1423-with leave 
to execute the Office by Deputy-and inasmuch as " the ancient fees for the custody of the 
Castle were for the most part annihilated, and the Castle become so ruinous, that the greater 
part of it was fallen to the ground," he was given 610 for the repair of the Castle, as well as 
forty marks out of the protits of the Lexwer (Laxweir), while he should occupy the office- 
twenty marks more, out of the profits of these weirs, were granted to him for five years in 1424. 

Sixtv marks a vear was a large sum in those days-so the Laxweir fishery must h ~ e  been a 
very rich one to pny it. 

The earliest constables named by Lodge, in his list of patentee officers, are- 
Sir Wm. Wyse, Knt., Esquire of the King's Body, appointed by Hen. VIII. Constable for life, 

with f 1 0  a rear fee, the king's island and the king's fisheries there, called the Leixs Wayres!' 
The 810  payable out of the fee farm of the said city, 25th Feb., 1523. 

On his resipation, his son, Andrew Wyse, was appointed, 7th June, 1551. 
Richard Chichester succeeded on the death of wyse. He resigned, and was succeeded by 
G u l e s  Rainsford, 
Andrew Creagh, 
James Spencer, 
Robert Longe, and 
John Bleake. Aftcr which Chichester was *gain appoirted, by a new patent, 16th Sept. 1588. 
Bleake, however, recovered the appointment by patent of 14th April, 1590, and held it for life. 
John Dannet succeeded, 29th Mar. 1897. Capt. Francis Berkeley succeeded on his death soon 

after, the Patent (given *' free from the seal, because he is son-in-law to the Lord Chancellor") 
being dated 2nd Xov 1507. This was Sir F. Berkeley of Askeyton, who was knighted a t  Kil- 
mallock two years after by the Earl of Essex, and whose estates eventually devolved on hb 
daughters, of whom one married Mr. Courtmay, of Powderham Castle, and another Mr. Taylor, 
of Ballport, from whom the Massy and Westropp families are descended. The Lord Chancellor, 
to whom he was son-in-law, was Adam Loftus. Archbishop of Dublin. 

George Blundell obtained a rerersion of Sir Francis Berkeley's patent, 13th nfay, 1608, but 
Maurice, son to Sir Francis, got him to surrender it, and had a patent accordingly, 8th June, 1610. 

George Courteuay succeeded his brother-in-law, Sir Maurice Berkeley, as Constable of the 
Castle by patent, 13th Stpt. 1622 : and the reversion of the office was granted to Roger, Earl of 
Orrery, on whose death Murraugh, Viscount Blessington, became Constable in 1679. 

Sir Wm. fig, Iint. (of Ripeacon?) succeeded in 1692, hut surrende:ing the 05173 in 1700, 
i t  was granted to Brigadier-Genersl Richard Ingoldsby. 

George, Lord Carbery, succeeded as Constable on the death of Ingoldsby in 1714, and though 
displaced on the accession of George II., when the office was conferred on Sir Standish Hartstong% 
Baronet, of Bruff. he was restored to i t  in 1139. 

Thomas, second Lord SouthveU, succeeded Lord Carbev, on that nobleman's death in 1749. 
On hi3 death, the office was granted to Edward Stopford, Esq., by patent, 26th Sept. 178% 

and he held it tor life. 
2nd Jan .dy ,  l;t)5, the Constableship, vacant by his death, was given to the Hon. W i a m  

Cockapne ; and he held it until his demise in 1809. 
The Right Hon. Colonel Vereker, afterwards second Viscount Gort, the last Constable of the 

Castle of Limerick, was nominated by patent, 18th Nov. 1809, and died 11th Nov. 1842, when 
that feudal office, prospectiyely abolished by Act of Parliament, ceased to exist. 

The Hon. William Cockayne was Constable of the Castle in 1799, when a grant was made to 
him and his Bwcessors for 09 years, of th* King's Idand, Limerick.-See Patent, 8th July, 1799. 

He died in 1S09, and was succeeded by Colonel Charles Vereker, afterwards second Viscount 
Gor:, in whose lifetime this ancient o6ce was abolished, and the King's I Jaad  taken back into 
the possession of the Crown. 

1 'Phe Black Book of Limerick. P Smith's NSS. in B.1.h. 
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ration by prescription.1 I n  1237 a toll was granted for the purpose of en- 
closing the city with a wall; and throughout these and subsequent years 
church affairs, which are noticed in their proper place, appear to have occupied 
the largest share of public attention. Some of the churchcs were established ; 
the concerns of the fisheries and the mius became of much importance, 
owing to the larue receipts from those sources of revenue and profit. The 
fishermen must &e enjoyed no small share of opulence for the time, because 
we find in some of the oldest documents reference made to the houses in 
which they lived, as marks or boundaries of property bequeathed or granted.= 
The increasing importance of the city in 1285, induced Edward I. to grant 
a charter to the citizens, empowering the freemen of the Corporation to 
meet within their Common Court within the city, and there make bye-laws 
and regulations for their internal government. Grants by royal hands were 
given to the Dominican and Franciscan friaries; and though Galway had 
advanced more in commerce, the progess of Limerick, in other respects, was 
fully on a par with its ancient rival, while the bequests of land, &c. to the 
Church, surpassed any thing of which we have a record in other parts of Ireland. 

Out of the rents of the city John assigned g100 to the Archbishop of 
Cashel, in discharge of a sum of money due by him to th3t prelate. 

The growth of English customs and habits was now bccorning stronger 
every succeeding year. !The names which were in the records of the city, 
civil and ecclesiastical, are for the greater part English. The fisheries, as 
we have stated, were constantly occupying public attention; many inquisitions 
were held in reference to the tithes of rival claimants ; and on the 25th of 
July, 1225, a solemn enquly, on a novel issue regardins thcm, was held 
before the Archbishop of Cashel, the Bishogs of Emly, Killaloe, Ross, Lis- 
more, &c. as to whether the tithes of the fishery and of the mills of Limerick, 
and of the land of Dromin, were vested in the Treasurer of the Cathedral 
Church of St. Mary's, or in the Chaplain of the King's Castle, before the 
barons waged war against King John ; the result of the enquiry was given in 
favor of the Trea~urer.~ Contemporary authorities assure us that, in the 
midst of these proceedings, the people were greatly troubled with singuhr 
apprehensions. Extraordinary fears occupied their imaginations and visions, 
which we must attribute more to their comparative ignora~ce than to reality, 
constantly terrified them.4 The following events occurred in the reign of John. 

On the 30th of August, 1205, a writ was issued to the Lord Justice, 
commanding him to build a strong Castle at Dublin, to defend that city and 
to preserve the King's treasure; and on the 2nd of November following, the, 
King by Writ commanded Walter de Lacy to put Limerick into the bands 
of the Lord Justice, because without it he could not keep the peace in Cork 
or Conna~ght .~  I n  the same year a fierce dispnte arose between the English 

Acts 4 Geo. IV. cap. 126. i o c  & Pars. See Black Book. a Ibid. 
1236, Mathew Paris writes, that in Ireland strange and wonderful sights were now seen, which 

amazed all the beholders, viz. There appeared coming out of the earth, companies of armed 
men on horse-back in battle array, and encountering together; this sight appeared severd days 
after each other ; sometimes they seemed to join in battle and to fight violently ; and sometimw 
they seemed to joust and break staves, as if it  had been at a tournament; the people of the 
country plainly saw them at  a distance, for the skirmish shewed itself so lively, that now and 
then they might see them come with their empty horsea. sore, wounded and bruised, and likewise 
men mangled and bleeding; and what seemed most strange, was that after they vanished. the 
prints of their feet appeared in the ground, and the pass was trodden in those places where 
they had been seen ! ! ! 

Cox's Hibernia dnglicana, Vol. I. p. 43. 
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themselves about the possession of Limerick.. Meylkr the younger, son of 
Meyler Bermingham, besieged the city, and at last took it by force ; in con- 
sequence of which the English of Meath became dissatisfied; dissensions 
arose amone them. Cowley Mac Convey Leyghaghkan, chief of Silronm, 
was with many hurts done among the English themselves."l I n  
1208, Murtagh O'Bricn, son of Donell, Lord of Thomond, was taken pri- 
soner by the English at Limerick, in violation of the guarantee of the three 
Bishop, and by order of his brother Donough Cairbreach; This fact is 
also mentioned in the Annals of Clonmacnoise.~ In  1210, William De 
Burgo having received severe usage from the Connacims, to whom he and 
his people went to obtain "their wages," returned to Limerick, and Cathal 
Crovclerg assumed the regals way of Connaught.4 It was in this year that 
the King, to supply " defects as far as he was able," divided Leinster and 
Munstey, the only p r t s  he had actually in possession, into the counties of 
Dulblin, Kildare, Meath, Uriel, Catherlaigh (Carlow), Kilkenny, Wexford, 
Waterford, Cork, Limerick, Tipperary and Kerry, and appointed sheriffs and 
officers of them after the manner of the English.5 An important grant was 
made to Edmond, bishop of Limerick at this period, A.D. 1215-a grant 
which to our own day has continued to be a subject of interest to every class 
and party among the citbens, as it is connected with salmon and eel fisheries 
of the Shanl1on.a The succession of mayors and bailiffs continued uninter- 
ruptedly, and the city was now forming into a shape consistent with the 
ideas of its English rulers, whose policy it was to have each city and town 
in Ireland thorougMy English, for nearly all outside the walls continued abso- 

1 ~LcGeoghegnnls translation of the Annals of Clonmacnoise. The O'Leyghngllan family 
was otherwise called MacCon~neadlla, now MacNamee. O'Dugan makes O'llouarc chief of Car- 
bright Gnbra, which was in North Tiaffa. O'Leygbaghsn was of the race of Fiacha, i.e. race of 
T iga ,  sou of Neill-he was third son of Niall, of the Nine Hostages, monarch of Ireland, in the 
beginning of the fifth century. His descendants were the MacGenghans and O'illolloys, whose 
country extended from Trim to Kildare, as we lenrn in an entry in MacGeaghan's translation of 
the Annals of Clonnlacnoisa, a t  the yeor 1207. 

Annals of the Four Hastors, Vol. II, p. 133. 
8 1207, Murtagh 3IacDoanell O'Bryen, Prince of Thomond, was taken by the Englishmen 

nt Lynlbrick against the wills of three Busshopps, by the procurement of his own Brother, Do- 
noiigh Cnirbreah Mac Donnell O'Brim" 

4 Annals of Pour Masters. 
Cox Hib. An$. Vol. I. p. 50. 

6 Chancery Rolc 15th John :- 

Grant to the Bishop of Limerick, &fed 5th July, 170 John (1216.) 

John, by the grace of God. &C., to all, &C., greeting. Knowz ye that we, for the intention of 
the Lord, have g~antctl, by this our charter confirmed, to God and the Blessed Nary, and to our 
venerable father Edmond, Bishop of Limerick, and his successors, ten pounds of silver for ever, 
every year, to be received at  our Exchequer, Dublin, in free, pare, and perpetual alms of the 
farm rent assize of the city of Limerick and the fisheries of Limerick, which the said bishop 
against us hn3 challenged. And the same bishop the ten marks which he has been accustomed to 
receive at  our aforesaid Eschequer, in exchange of the lands of Drunnnnnalub, which, to the 
ancestor of the same before, we had given, together with the same land, to us and our heirs, for 

and his heirs, he has quitted claim. Wherefore, we will an4 f i c ~ ~ l y  command, that the 
aforesaid Bishop of Limerick and his successors, may take for ever every pear, at  our aforesaid 
Excheauer of Dublin, those ten pounds of silver, in free, pure, and perpetual alms, as aforesaid. 
\VitneSs, &C. &C. . 

A n~andste was issued on the 30th of July, 1416, to Geoffrey de Marshail, &C., ordering him 
without dday to cause the Venerable Father Edmond, Bishop of Limerick, to have the arrears 
which are dne to him of the ten pounds which annually he ought to receive out of the Exchequer 
in Ireland (Close Role, 18 John) ; and on the Slst of July, same year, a mandate to the same to 
assess ten librates of land for the arrears due to thc Bishop. 
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lutely hostile to the crown and interest of England.' The want of a market 
having been thus early experienced by the busy and energetic settlers, king 
Henry 111. in the f is t  year of his reign, conceded to Edmund, bishop of 
Limerick, a weekly market, every Tuesday, at his manor of r'Mungerett."a 
The bishops of the see of Limerick continued occasionally to reside at Mm- 
gret up to the tenth century, if not later, as we find from some of their 
documents, mandates, &c. 

In  the second year of Henry 111. Walter de Lacy got "plein seizen," 
(full possession) of the castle of Beathar near Limerick-Patent IZoZZ8, 
Num6. 3. In 1222, the 6th year of Henry III., the King ordered that 
none should receive a place or messuage in the cities of Limerick or Water- 
ford, " who are strangers and do not abide in cities or good towns."-CZme 
&Zh,  No. 9. William Minntor and Adam Clericus, or Clarke, gave an 
amount for the citizens of Limerick, of L70 of the Term of St. Michael of 
the 11th year, of the farm of their manor house, and £140 for the whole of 
the 12th year, for the farm of said manor-in all $210. 

For a long period efforts were made to increase the trade and commerce of 
the city, and place them on an equality with those of Galway and Waterford, 
which were English cities also, and towards which the Government had been 
earnestly manifesting their favor. Henry 111. who in 12% accepted Limerick, 
and afterwards granted it to Prince Edward, exerted himself strenuously for 
this object. Galway, however, kept the lead for a long period. At this 
moment, while the Limerick fisheries challenge so much public notice, it is 
interesting to h d  that the subject occupied the attention of a committee 
so early as the days of Edward I.a The produce of the customs of Limerick 

1 Roger Maii, 
Walter Cross, 
Simon Bfinitor, 
Roger de Raleie, 
Wjlliam Fitz Rudolph, 
Rodolph le Talure. 

John Cambitor, 
Robert Albus (White), 
William de W jgomia, 
Ludovicus or Lewis Fitz Hugh, 
Robert Long, 

were citizens of' Limeriek in the 17th of king John's reign.-Adw MS& 
9 Close Roll, M.. 16O.  

a on the 27th of October, 2nd Edward I., 1271, a commission was issued to Geoffry de 
Genyville to enquire into certain petitions of the citizens of Limerick, including among other 
matters the weir which 27 years before, they received from Manrice Fitzgerald, then justiciary 
of Ireland. for a triennial term and not beyond, for 100 marks to king Henry, and how much 
the said weir may be worth by the year, in all the issues, &c. The inquisition was taken in 
Limerick, 4th Edward I., 1275, on Friday next after the feast of king Edmund the Martyr, 
before twenty-four jurors, in whic4 they declare the weir is worth in all issues of the fishery 
by the year, to wit, in common yeara, and also in time of peace, twenty marks, &c. 

The names of the citizens before whom this inquisition was taken, are as follow :- 
Lord Eustaee de Rupe, Riehard Laynach, 
Lord Hugh Porcel, Alexander Wale, 
Lord Robert Piiceman, Kichard Brakeleye, 
William de Weys, Simon de Waltere, 
John Fitz Robert, WiUiam le Wide, 
Reginald Scyrmissor, Robert Brun, 
Laurence Black, John Wodeford, 
Roger White, Walter Russell, 
Simon Merdnc, Thornas Fitz Elias, 
Walter de Wodeford, William Fitz Elias, 
Robert Keting, Richard Fanyn, 
Adam Breheynac, David Le ( ) 

The letter of Geoffry de Genyville to the king, is dated 8th March, 4th Edvard l., 1275, and 
after stating that he was occupied on divers affairs in the part of Ireland and towards Connaught, 
and elsewhere, he codd not go to Limerick to take the above inquest, and that he did not wish it 
should be taken, except by aome certain men, he states that the inquest was passed suitably in 
the several points, except in the extent of the land, aa to wbich they have extended eleven 



from Michaelmm in the 8th year of Edward I. to Easter in the 10th year 
of that king, was only $21 5s. 2d.-soon afterwads the trade and 
commerce of the city fell rapidly, whilst Galway as rapidly advanced. On 
Pipe a l l  no. 17, the nett produce of the customs of Limerick, appears 
to have amounted only to Is. 6d. for a period when in Galway it reached, 
for the same time, £18 4s. fibd. We do not wonder that Mr. IIardiman, 
the historian of Galway, should boast of the comparatively flourishing 
condition of the city of the tribes; but Limerick was not destined to 
remain always in a secondnry position. I n  after years not only was Galway 
left behind in the march of commercial enterprize, but it was thrown 
completcly into the shade. At this period the citizens felt aggrieved in 
reference to the salmon and eel fisheries of the Shannon, and sent f o r ~ a ~ d  a 
petition to the king which was promptly responded to. The fisheries continued 
to be a source of very great interest ; and several important matters relating 
to them appear on the records during the reign of Edward I. which show 
thc attention which was pdcl by the crown to them at this period, and the 
regular acco~mts sent on of the revenues, as well as the payments made to 
thc bishop.' Robert dc Saint Edmond obtained a grant of the weirs, &C., 
but nfter he had petitioned, his rent for them yearly was f ~ e d  at twenty 
marcs. The grant of Tliomond by Edward I. to Thorns de Clare had its 
eft'cct not only on Limerick, but on the province of Munster, and more so 
on the province of Connaught. This event took place in the year 1275 ; and 
to this day traces cf it are found in every part of the great county to which 
de Clare pave his own names name which in after years became historical 
and cherished in the warm affections of the Irish people. Limerick con- 
tinuccl to propcss, though Galway possessed more facilities as a port, and 
though so far back as the gear 1277, Dermod More O'Brien of Tromra, 
county CIare, received twelve tuns of wine yearly as a tribute from the 
merchants of GaIway "in consideration of protecting the harbour and trade 
from all pirates and plivateers, by rnbtaining a suitable maritime force for 
the purpose.JJa 

carncatrs of Lnd and a half, in demesne, by the year, for S20  Ss. 4d." He states that the 
land is vorth f 30 in common years, and that those citizens can sufficiextly render you rent 
without loss, and without the waste land ; " but know your lordship. that the citizens of this 
town hold very great place against the enemies of this march, and great damage have had by 
the Iriall of that part, and by prices of your justiciaries before' this time, whereby they are 
nlucli gricred. Wherefore, Sire, it is advised to us, that it would be good, if i t  please you, that 
you would do them sonic favour." He advises the withdrawal of the acquittance of felony, "if 
a nun of their frzuchise hills mother within the city, and he can purge hiu~belf of the fact by 
fort\. nmen." 

I Pips Roll, 1st Edward I. (19?2), DXaurice le Blund and Walter de Attar, render an amount 
of £73 6s Sd. of the farm of the same city t l i i  year, and S220 of the same farm for three 
years preceding: and of f 153 15% Id. of the arrears thereof for many years preceding; the 
sum f 147 1s. 9d. In  this account compensation to the amount of L40 is given to the bishop 
of Limerick for the fishery, for the aforesaid time, that i j  to say by the gear £10. Citlzens after 
rendering soveral other accounts are brought in debt, E189 7s. 103d. 

Pipe Holl, 5th Edward I. (1276-'7). states, that the citizens render an account pf f 104 8s. 
of the issoes of the weir of Limerick for the whole second year of the reign of klng Edward, 
ond of £31 Ss. 1413. of the same issnes for the whole third year of the reign of the same king, 
8 a  is contained in the rolls which the aforesaid citizens delivered to the exchequer, of the afore- 
enid issnes ; several other sums are stated in this weir, which the citizens expended in emu- 
dirtionu :m1 otl:er costs of the same weir," &c. 

The 5th November, 1276-77, 4th Edward I ,  a mandate is issued to " Robert de Ufford, 
jnsticiury of Ireland, and the barons of the Eschequer. Dubliu, a mandate, setting forth the 
mquisition of Geoffry de Genpille, &C., exonerating the citizens by the advice of Thomas de 
Clare, and taking up the wrir froln them, provided that, upon the reception of that weit into 
our hand, the same weir he in the same good state, that it was upon the day when the name 
citizen* received the weir!' 

8 H o r b a n ' e  llistory of Galway, pp. 51 and 52. 
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The merchants of Limerick, on the contrary, up to the reign of James I. 

and most likely for sometime afterwards, were compelled to give tribute of 
wine and merchandise from their ships, not only to the O'Xehanes of Kilrush, 
and the O'Connors of Popes,  but to each possessor of a castle between the 
city and the sea ; which is one cogent reason no doubt, why the t r d e  and 
commerce of Limerick did not equal those of GaIway. According to the Annals 
of Innisfden, the  possession^ of de Clare and the English of Thomond ex- 
tended from Tiobraid-no-Huinnsion to the confines of Bunratty, where de 
Clare built the castle which to this our own day is one of the largest ancient 
edifices in Ireland. Tbis castle has stood the brunt of several sieges, and, as a 
stmtegetical position, it has nothing to equal it on the Shannon. Bunratty was 
extremely useful whilst it protected the shipping and trade of the city. 

1285. I n  this year Edward I. gra~ ted  a charter to the citizens of Limerick, 
empowering the freemen of thecorporationto meet in their commoncourtwithin 
the said city, and there make laws and regulations for them internal govern- 
ment.1 I n  the same year the English followers of de Clare were defeated 
by the chiefs of Thomond, headed by king Torlogh at Tttrdree ; and in 1257, 
after suffering repeated reverses, the sustained a decisive defeat in 1287, on 
which occasion Thomas de Clare, Pitzmaurice, Sir Richard de Exeter, Sir 
Richard Tafik, and other distinguished persons, were left dead on the field, 
and an expedition, headed by Geoffrey de Mariscis was sent to Connaught to 
quell the disturbances there.= 

Following out the fortunes of the O'Brien family to the period when 
Murrough, the son of TurIough, resigned the title of king of Thomond for 
an English Earldom, me shall adopt the account given by the author of the 
valuable Irish tract, from which we have already quoted. 

'C 'pad& O'Brien, the elder son of Connor, left two sons, Turloch and 
Donoch ; and according to the law of succession among the clanns, Torloch, 
though still in his minority, should succeed to the chieftaincy and to the title 
of O'Brien. I n  this, however, he was wrongfully anticipated by his father's 
brother Brim Ruadh, who had himself proclaimed chief, and without any 
opposition. This Brian Ruadh continued to rule for nine years, until the 
young Torloch came to full age; when backed by his relatives the 
MacNamaras, and his fosterers the O'Deas, he marched with a great force 
against his uncle, who, sooner than risk a battle, fled with his immediate 
family and adherents, taking with him all his property, eastwards into North 
Tipperary, and left young Torloch in full possession of his ancestral rule and 
dignity. 

'C Brian Buadh, however, could not quietly submit to his loss and disgrace, 
and, taking council with his adherents, they decided on his seeking the aid 
of the national enemy, to reinstate him in his lost chieftainship. For this 
purpose Brian Ruadh and his son Donoch proceeded to Cork, to Thomas de 

1 The names usually met with in the recorda of these times, are Miutor, Clarke or Clericus, 
White, Arthur, Young or Juvenis, De Leyes, Crop; in page 23 of the Black Book of the 
Biehopsof Limerick, Symon Herwarder h styled Mayor, and Maurice Blund and Walter of 
Adare, Provosts of Limerick, in 1230-again in page 34, Simon Hirwiarder, and Richard de la 
Cowe and Hugh Kicolf ; in page 60. Reginald de S. Jacobo is styled Seneschal of Limerick, 1230. 
These names do not appear in the Arthur MSS. 

2 An account amounting to f 60, appears furnished for bread and wine, &C., supplied to the 
expedition which was made by Geoffrey de Mariscis to Connaught. 

In 12'30, Tallow Candles were first used in Limerick instead of rushes, &c. 
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Clare, son of the Earl of Gloucester, then at the head of all the Anglo- 
Norman forces of Munster, and sought his assistance, offering him an ample 
remuneration for his services. They offered him all the land lying between 
the city of Limerick and the town of Ardsallas, in Clare. De Clare gladly 
accepted these terms, and both parties met by agreement in Limerick, from 
which they marched into Clare; where, before any successful opposition 
could be offered them, the Castle of Bunratty was built and fortified by the 
Norman leaders. 
" A short time afterwards, however, in the year 1277, de Clare put the 

unfortunate Brian Ruadh to death, having had him drawn with horses and 
torn, notwithstanding that the fidelity of the matrimonial alliance had 
been ratified by the most solemn oaths on all the ancient relics of Munster; 
and it was then indeed that the great wars of Thomond commenced in 
earnest ; for, notwithstanding Gle treacherous death of their father, the in- 
fatuated soul of Brian Ruadh still adhered to de Clare, and the warfare was 
kept up with varying success till the year 1318, when Bobert de Clare and his 
son were at last killed, in the battle of Disert O'Dea. After this the patty 
of Brian Ruadh were compelled to fly once more over the Shannon into Ara, 
in Tipperary, where their descendants have ever since remained under the 
clam designation of the O'Briens of Ara. 

"The brave Dalcassians having thus rid themselves both of domestic and 
foreign usurpation, preserved their country, their independence, and their 
native laws and insitutions, d m  to the year 1542, when Murroch, the son 
of Turloch, made submission to Henry the Eighth, abandoned the ancient 
and glorious title of the O'Brien, and disgraced his lineage by accepting a 
patent of his territory from an English king, with the title of the Earl of 
Thomond." This however is anticipating. We now follow the order of 
events. 
In the year 1303, according to the Annals of the Four Masters, a great 

army was led by the king of England into Scotland, and the (Red) Earl and 
many of the Irish and English went with a large fleet from Ireland to his 
'assistance. On this occasion they took many cities and gained sway over 
Scotland."I 
In 1304 Torlongh received the hostages of all the chiefs of North 

Munster, demolishing all the English castles as far as Youghal, and putting 
their garrisons to the sword. 

In the year 1306 Donough succeeded his father Torlough, and had scarcely 
been inaugwated when a confederacy was formed against him by the descen- 
dants of Brian Roe, who were supported by Richard de Clare and the 
Dalcassian families who then occupied the Hy-Mbloid territory in the east 
of the county Clare, CO-extensive with the present Deanery of Omullod in 
the diocese of Killaloe. T"ne most distinguished of these families were the 
O'Conaings, O'Kennedys,O'Ceadfeas, O'Shannahans (or Shannons), O'Hogans, 
O'Eactherns (Ahems) ,09Mailduins, O'Duracthies, O'Lonargains, O'Congdes, 
and O'Kearnies, from which latter family the river flowing through S i d e  

1 The same'event which is recorded as having occurred in 1299 by the Annalists of Ulster, 
led in some measure to the expedition of Bruce, =hose arrival a t  Limerick we shall presently 
have occasion to mention. I t  had slso an .important effect on the condition of Ireland by en- 
conraging a licentious spirit of insurrection, and giving free course to the turbulence of both the 
English and Irish inhabitants. Hence sereral feuds broke out with new violence during the 
absence of these powerful Iorda, and petty wars were carried on to the ntter desolation of the 
finest and most raluable of the English settlements. 
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Bridge has derived its secocd name, the original being Raite, from which is 
derived Bunratty. The O'Gradies' were also supporters of Brian Roe, and 
had been defeated at the battle of CIare Abbey in 1276, when commanded 
by Mahon, the grandson of DonaId Connachtahc. On the other side, 
Donogh was supported by his relatives, the Macconmaras, the commanders 

1 A large collection of notes in reference to the O'Grady family is in the possession of Miss 
Julia O%rady, Castle Park, near Limerick. They held a territory in the county of Clare, called 
Kirell-Dongail, extending around Tomgraney. And in later daya they constantly held the chief 
eecleaiastical dignities in the Cathedral of Killaloe. I t  is stated that the Uradys of Raheen, Co. 
Clare, and Brady, the first Protestant Bishop of Meath, were of thesenior branch of the O'Gradys, 
who changed their name when becoming Protestants. The evidence is to be found in a work 
lately published bv Mr. Brady, a son or brother of the Lord Chancellor Brady, containing 
extracts from the-chapter Books of Cloyne, Ross, Cork, &c. &c. The Kilballyowen Sranch, of 
whom a pedigree is in Burke's Landen Gentry, have been settled in Limerick, a t  Knockany and 
Kilballyowen. from nu early date. Any belonged to the O'Rerwicks ; Thomas de Clare held i t  
in 15 Edw. 11.; and the O'Gradya held it about AD. 1400, building Ballycahane Castle in 1496 
(D'Alton), and Rockbarton Castle, a t  Askeaton, soon after. A portion of the County Limerick 
estates, however, belonged to the celebrated Pierce Lacy, of Bruff ; Kilballyowen, Kilcullane, and 
other lands, being then O'Grady property. So we find these lands confirmed to Donough O'Grady 
in 1611 (Rot. Pat. Hib. 8 Jas. I.), and Pierce Lacy's estate confirmed to Sir Thomas Standish 
three years later (Rot. Pat. Hib. 11 Jas. I.) Sir Thomas Standish had a large estate, which 
eventually passed through his daughters ; a small portion to the O'Gradys (Dermod O'Gradp 
having married Faith Standish ; see the will of Sir T. Standish, dated 1635), but the larger part 
to the Hartstonges, now represented by the Earl of Limerick. The Annals of the Pour Masters 
describe John O'Grady, Archbishop of Tuam, who died in 1371, as the "leading man for wisdom 
and hospitality in his time." From these Annals we can trace the chieftainship of the senior 
branch of the O'Gradys as follows :- 

1268. Donell, chief of his name, died. 
1311. Donell, chief of his name, died. 
1408. Teige, chief of his name, died. 
1485. Nicholas, Abbot of Tomgraney, died. 
H-.? Donough, son of Nicholas, dled. 
1669. Donoughoge, son of Donough, and grandson of Nicholas, Archdeacon of Killaloe, died. 

The Annals do not tell us, but we know by other records, (Patent Rolls, 9th July, 1553) that 
he was the chief of the O'Gradps, and had a contirmation of the estates from the Crown, with the 
honor of Knighthood by Patent. 1582, Donough, son of the above Donough, a man of great 
power," died. He was Dean, probably of Killaloe, as the dignities in that Cathedral were kept 
in the same families for generatiors. The last notice I find of the O'Grady family in the 
county of Clare, and one which shows that the Limerick branch acted in concert with their 
kinsmen in that county, is in the very curious journal of the siege of Ballyally Castle, near 
Ennia, printed in 1841 for the Camden Society. This castle was held by the widow of Manrice 
Cuffe (an Englishman, and a merchant iu Ennis), assisted by her sons, one of whom was ancestor 
of the Earl of Desart. On the 10th January, 1642, Hugh O'Grady, of Stradnegalow, raised his 
elan, and began hostilities against the English settlers in the county of Clare, and on the 4th 
February they, with Connor O'Brien of Lemeneigh, Sir Donell O'Brien, and a few others of that 
name, (but without the approval of the Earl of Thomond,) and aided by the Mac Namaras, 
O'hghlens of Burren, O'Hogans, O'Shaughnessys, and others, made an attack on Ballyally 
castle. " Captain Henry Gradey, of Cnockauey, in the County of Limerick," was one of those 
so engaged-and being one of the chief leaders in tbe undertaking, be was deputed (being 
then styled in the Narrative " Captain Henry O'Gradey,") to summon the castle-l' and being 
demanded by some that were upon the battlement warding, what athorety hee had to demand it, 
or right or claime he could laie to it. Whereupon hee anshwerd that hee had commission from 
his majesty to banesh all the Protestants of the kingdom of Ireland. Heere npon without 
furthar exeamenation, there was a bullet sent from the castell by one of the wardars to exeamen 
his curnishou, which went through his thigh, but he made shift to rumble to the bushes and 
there fell downe, but only laye by i t  sixteene wickes, in which time, unhapely, i t  was.cured." 

This shot was fired, i t  appears, by "Andrew Chapling, minstar ;" perhaps some Protwtant 
clergyman of the district. 

The O'Gradys were not intimidated by it. Having no cannon, they 61st made two " sows,' a 
small one to clear the way, and a large one to follow; the latter being 36 feet long, 9 feet broad, 
andmounted on four wheels. I t  was double planked ; nailed with nails to the value of f 5, which 
had been collected to build the house of correction in Ennis, and covered with two rows of hides, 
and two rows of sheep skins, which made i t  bullet proof. They likewise made a leatbern gun 
fire feet long and 5 inches in diameter, with which they tried to batter the castle, but " sbee 
only gave a great report, having 31bs. of powthar in har, but lett fly backvarde, the bnllet 
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of the great sept of Glancuilen, so c d e d  from Cuilen, the seventh in descent 
from Caissen, from whom this powerful race was also called Hy-Caessen, 
which Caissen was the second son of Cas, eighth in descent from Olliol Olum, 
king of Munster, in A.D. 234. This sept included the following families, 
Clan Macconmara, Clan-an-Oirchinneagh (MacInnerhenies) Clan a Ghiollam- 
havil, Clan-an-Chlaraugh, ClanMmheanmain, O'Maeldowny, O'Halloran, 
O'Slattery, O'Hossin, O'Hartigan, O'Haly, O'Cindergain, O'Maly, O'Meehan, 
and O'Liddy. Donogh was also supported by the two very powerful families 
of O'Q,uinnl and WDea, the chieftains of Cinel Fearmaic, now the barony of 
~nchiq;in. 

In 1309 these families met to decide the sovereignty of Thomond by the 
arbitrament of the sword, 2nd a battle ensued in which Dermod, the grandson 
of Brien Roe, was defeated, and his brother Connor slain.2 

The next year the territory of the O'Gradies (the (he1 Dongaile) was 
invaded and devastated by Dermod, by whom they were compelled to join 
him. The English as well as the Irish were how pitted in hostile camps, in 
consequence of the feuds existhg between the Geraldines and De Burghos, 
the latter of whom supported Donogh, while the Geraldlnes joined their 
connexions, the De Glares, in sustaining the claims of Dermod. 

The first entry in the Annals of the Four Masters for 1310, states that 
" Conor O'Brien the best rogdama @cir presumptive, literally, makings of 
a king,') was treacherously slain by the black English "3 I n  the year 1311, 
was fought the battle of Bumatty, in which 630 gallowglasses of Donogh's 
army were killed, and De Rurgho taken prisoner. The besiegers were com- 
manded by the Red Earl of Ulster. Clonroad Castle was burned to the 
ground ; Donogh himself was treacherously slain by a relative, and his suc- 
cessor Dermod died in the same year in which he was chosen.* These events 
are somewhat Herently recorded by the Annalists of Clomacnoise, who 
state that he was deposed and succeeded by Murtagh son of Turlogh. On 
the death of Dermod, his kinsmen Donogh and Brian Bane, grandsons of 
Brian Roe, once more took the field ~ i t h  the families of the Hy-Mbloyd. 
They were defeated at the battle of Tully O'Dea, and obliged to fly to Bun- 
ratty to seek the assistance of De Clare, which was granted. I n  the year 
1313 Donongh, supported by the English, vanquished his e n e ~ e s ,  drove 
Murtagh O'Brien and his brother into Connaught, and was himself formally 
inaugurated King of T h ~ m o n d . ~  The next year, however, a new division 
of territory took place by a decision of the States of Thomond, who awarded 
the eastern portion to Murtagh with the addition of Clonroad and Hy Cormac, 
the present barony of Islands. ' M ~ ~ a g h  O'Brien, encouraged by the in- 

remaininn within." And as the sows also turned out useless to the besiegers, bdng taken in s 
successfz sally on the 27th of Feburary, t h q  raised the siege. 

The O'Gradxs and O'Shaughneseps afterwards attacked Inehicronan castle, of which they 
ewntuallv obtained Dossession. But we find no mention of the O'Gradys of Knockany ae -. 
concerned in further ktions at this period. 

1 The O'Quins are at present represented by the Earl of Dunraven. The O'Derts who gave 
their name to the oarish of Drsart O'Dea, were connected by fosterage with the O'Briens, -- -- - . 

between whom and h e m  a strong tie of affection subsisted to a'very late period. 
9 Annals of the Four Masters. 
8 This expression puzzled Dr. O'Donovan who thinks i t  means the English lately came over. 

I t  is most likely, however, that it is a term of reproach which was richly merited by these 
ruthless and perfidious and turbulent invaders, the theatre of whose quarrels was now trane- 
ferred to the kingdom of Thomond. 

4 Annals of the Four Masters. 
Annals of the Four Mastera. 
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triguing English, who still pursued the Machiavellian policy of dividing and 
conquering, again sent for their Connaught allies, the De Burghs, OJKellys, 
and O'Maddens, and succeeded in expelling Donogh and Brien. These 
monotonous feuds and barbarous dissensions always fomented by the Anglo- 
Norman invaders, were diversilied by a more interesting event in the history 
of Thomond, occasioned by the arrival of a new invader. 

In 1315 Edward Bmce invaded Ireland. He defeated Richard Earl of 
Ulster and Feidlim O'Connor, who marched against him with 8000 men 
the walls of Athenry are said to have been built by the spoils of the battle.' 
In the following year Bruce besieged Limerick, burned the suburbs, and in 
the same year, (1316) he made the city the rendezvous of his army. Tra- 
dition points to the place in which it is said he resided during his occupation 
of Limerick. Donou@, grandson of Brian Roe O'Brien, was one of the 
first princes to join Bruce, by whom he was conducted to Cashel, Nenagh, 
and Castle Connel. 

The chieftains of Thomond, however, who sided with the English, had 
made formidable preparations to receive him, and having given command of 
the army to Murtagh, King of Thomond, compelled the Scottish invader to 
retreat just as he was on the point of crossing the S h a n n ~ n . ~  

1318, Battle of Dysert O'Dea. Richard Lord Clare, with four knights 
and eighty men were slain by Maccarthy and O'Brien. Lord Clare was in- 
terred among the Friars in St. Francis's Abbey, Limerick. The name of 
De Clare now disa~pears from Irish history; but not from the locality of 
Bunratty where the great castle was built, because we find to this day certain 
members of the Studdert family bearing the name of De Clare. 

Returning to the Civil History of Limerick, in 1331, Maurice FitzThomas, 
Earl of Desmond, was apprehended in the city on Assumption Day, by Sir 
Anthony Lucy, the Lord President, and sent to the Castle of Dublin. I n  
the next year some followers of Desmond, who had been conjined in the 
Hn,g's Castle, rose on the Constable, killed him, and seized the Castle into 
their own hands. Barnberry the Mayor, headed the citizens, and showed 
such courage, presence and resolution, that they soon recovered the Castle, 
repaying the hostages in a manner so hostile that they prit them to the sword 
without exception, irrespectively of rank or quality. 

The salmon and eel fisheries in those disturbed and anxious times, were 
not lost sight of; on the contrary they continually occupied the attention of 
the authorities ; and the records of the time show clearly the valuable esti- 
mation they were held in as well by the citizens as by the G~vernment.~ 

A Parliament held at Kilkenny in 1340, having granted a subsidy to the 
King, Ralph Kelly, Archbishop of Cashel, opposed the levying of it within 
his province. I n  this proceeding he was supported by the Bishops of Limerick, 

I Hardiman's History of Galway. 
9 The invasion of Ireland bp Edward Bruce i* so interesting an event, independently of its 

connection with the History of Limerick, that the reader will consult with advantage a sketch 
of his progress in Ireland, by Dr. M'Dermott, from Hollyshed, Campion, COX, Leland, Moore, 
Lodge's Peerage and other sources. 

S Pipe Roll, 12th and 13th Edward, 1318-'19.-Thomas Crop and Alexander Bxrrett, Provosts 
of Limerick, render an account of £36 13s. 4d. of the farm for the same city; this roll mentions 
f 65, which they delivered to the Bishop of Limerick for recompense of the fishery there for 
Easter term, in the 12th year of the reign of king Edward, son of king Edward, and for the 
six years preceding, viz. by the year t 10. Robert de Saint Edmund's account (P120) of the 
issues of the weir at Limerick, is set out as well as other accounts of the issues of the weirs. 
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Emly, and Lismore ; and at an assembly held at Tipperary, they decreed that 
all beneficed clergymen, contributing to the said subsidy, shodd lose their 
benefices, and that the laity who were their tenants, should be excommuni- 
cated, an3 their children to the third generation held incapable of holding 
any church living within that province. I n  execution of this decree the 
Archbishop and his suffragan Bishops were charged with having gone to 
Clonmel, and in their pontifical robes, in the public streets, excommunicated 
all those who granted or ordained the said subsidy, or who were concerned 
in levying the same, and for this offence an information was exhibited against 
them, the King's damages being laid at one thousand pounds. The Arch- 
bishop pleaded that -neither he nor his suffragans had granted subsidy in the 
said Parliament-that by Magna Charta the Church was to remain free, and 
all were to be excommunicated who should infringe the liberties granted 
thereby. He  confessed that he had excommunicated all who were enemies to 
the King's peace, who should infringe the said statute, or levy any subsidy 
without the King's ccmsent--but he denied having excommunicated any person 
on account of the said subsidy. They were, however, found gudty, but we 
are not informed that any punishment was inflicted on them. 

A charter was granted in aid of building a bridge at Limerick, and the 
election of a city coroner took place.' I n  the year after the city returned its 
&st members to Parliament ; and absenteeism2 was prohibited ; whilst the 
fisheries still filled the public mind with proceedings connected with them. 

Pipe Roll, 2nd and 3rd Edward III., 1328-'29.-Robe* Long and William de Rupe, Bailiffa, 
render account of the farm of the city of Limerick, and several sums and 535 delivered to the 
Bishop of Limerick in recompense of the fishery of the city of Limerick. 

Pipe Roll, 2nd and 3rd Edward III., 1328-'29.-Account of the issues of the weir. 
Commission to the Mayor of Limerick, dated 13th June, Edward 111.. 1331, Ireland commis- 

sion of weirs.-" Know that we of our special grace have granted to our trusty the Mayor, &C., 
Commonalty of the city of Limerick, in Ireland, our weirs, to the said city belonging ; to hold 
from the day of making these presents, to the end of the five Fears next following, paying to 
our Exchequer as much as those who heretofore held those weirs," &c. &c. 

Pipe Roll, 10th to 12th Edward III., 1337--1339.-City of Limerick: John Daniel and 
Thomas Ricolt, Bailiffs, render an account of the fee farm of the city, and a sum of f 25 which to 
the same is allowed, in recompense of the fishery of the city of Limerick, which was of the Bishop 
of Limerick, &c. &c. Rohert de Saint Edmund's account is set out, and the account of Mayor 
and Bailiffs' arrears of farm, of weirs, of water of Shyuyn. 

Pipe Roll. 17th Edward III., 1343 '44.-City of Limerick : William Western and Richard 
,Walsh, Bailiffs for the same, render an account of the fee farm, £30 recompense to the Bishop 
of the fishery of Limerick; account of the issues of the weirs. 

In  1343, there was a grant to John de Balstot of the king's weirs a t  Limerick. Hugh de 
Burgh. treasurer, caused the weirs to be extended, and that extent to be delivered to the 
excGeguer. 

1 Calendary of the Patent and close Rolls of Chancery-67. 
2 We gire the following as a curious instance of the wills of this period. 1361, 36th Edward 

3II., 12th of August, Edmund Wyndebald, citizen of Limerick, gave to his son Paul Wynde- 
bald, and in defect to him of legitimate male issue, to Wiiliam Long, and in defect of legitimate 
male issue to William Long, to Peter de Rupe (Roche), and in defect to Peter de Rupe of legiti- 
mate male issue, to ~ o b e r t d e  Rupe, and i n  defect of him of such issue, to the heirs in a direct 
l i e  of the said Edmund, for erer, all the messuages, lands and tenements, and returns to them 
belonging in the city and suburbs of Limerick, as also all the lands and tenements of Donnouyer 
and Carrigbethelagh, with their appurtenances in the county of Limerick. Witness the Mayor 
U. B., and Bailywes J. W., T. T., above named, Eustacius Delece, Thomas Kildare, Gilbert Fitz- 
thomas. Compared a t  Drogheda the 12th of May by Xcholas Stanihurst, Notary of the 
Diocese of Derry, (Arthur MSS.) 

H i c h o h  Bakekp, Nayor; John W i o r e  and John Troy, Bailiffs :-Arthur MSS. 

C H A P T E R  V I I I .  

ANNALS OF THOM0ND.-GRANTS, &C. 

WE rcsume the Annals of Thomond, already given in summary. lfahon 
Maonmaighe O'Brien, the eldest son of Murtogh, the usurping king of 
Thomond, who accordmg to the Four Masters, deposed his uncle Dermod in 
1363, is gratefully remembered by nationalists for having compelled the 
English of North Munster to pay the BubclIios or black rent. Twelve years of 
this prince's reign were spent in fends, chiefly excited by the intrigues of the 
English. He was succeeded by his brother Torlogh, surnamed Mael or the 
Bald. The new king was dethroned and banished from Thomond by his 
nephew, Brim Catha an Aonaigh, 2nd took re f~~ge  in the county Waterford 
with Gavett, Earl of Desmond, who, lelzding an army to reinstate him in his 
dominions, was met and totally defeated by Urian. This battle was fought 
on the banks of the Maig, now Monaster Ncnagh, in the county Limerick, 
near the celebrated Monastery founded in l131 by Turlogh O'Brien. On 
this occasion the Earl of Desmond, John Fitz Nicholas, and Sir Thomas Fitz- 
john, with many other nobles, were taken by O'Brien and Macnamara of 
Thomond, in the Abbey. I t  was from this battle, in which Brian Catha 
obtained a great victory, that he received the surname of Aonazh, from the 
fair green on which it was fought. The Four Masters state that on this 
occaslon " Limerick was burned by the Thomonians and the Claincuilen (the 
MacPJamams), upon which the inhabitants capitulated with O'Brien. Sioda 
Cam (Macnamara,) son of the daughter of O'Dwyer (of Kilnemanagh) assumed 
the Wardenship of the t o m ;  but the English who were in it acted treacher- 
ously towards him and killed him." The same authority states that Brien 
O'Brien, lord of Thomond, was banished by Turlough, son of Murtogh 
O'Brien and the Clanrickardee ; from which it appears that Tmlogh Mael was 
set up again by the English. I n  this feud the Afacnamaras followed opposite 
parties. The death of 'hwlogh Mael in the English Pale is recorded by the 
Four Masters as having taken place in 1398, which was the year in which his 
patron Garrett or Gerald also died. James, the successor of this Earl, ob- 
tained a grant of the territory east of the Blackwater from Henry V. in 1413, 
in which year also he granted to the descendants of Torlogh O'Brien a part 
of the lands about the Comeragh Mountains, where their posterity are still 
knom as the Waterford O'Briens.1 

I n  the year 1394, Richard the Second, king of England, landed in Water- 
ford. H e  is said to have been stimulated to undertake his new enterprise by 
a taunt uttered by the German Electors, from whom his ambassadors had in 
vain solicited the Imperial Crown of Germany; the Electors pronouncing him 
unworthy of that high dignity, as neither being able to keep the conquests 

1 In  1367 the statutes of Kilkenny were passed prohibiting the use of the Irish language, 
cnstume and customs, the presentation of Irishmen to ecclesiastical benefices as well as their ad- 
mission into religious houses. The practice of the Brehon Laws and the entertaining of b a r b  
and minstrels were by i t  declared penal. We have great pleasure in stating the curioua fact, 
that by the returns of the late censns, i t  appears that we have in this year, 1864, more people 
speaking Irish than existed a t  the passing of this atrocious measore. We notice, too, with very 
great satisfaction, that the study of the Irish language is increasing rapidly erery year, even 
nmong the better informed classes of Irishnen. 
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in Prance, made by his ancestors, nor to repress the insolence of his o m  
subjects, nor to reduce to obedience his rebellious vassals in Ireland. 

The army which landed with Richard consisted of 4000 men at arms and 
30,000 archers-a formidable army which soon obliged several of the native 
chieftains to make another enforced submission, which, however, amounted 
to a mere nominal allegiance intended to be broken at the earliest oppor- - 

tunity.' 
I n  1399 when Brian O'Brien, Lord of Thomond, died, occurred also the 

death of Torlogh, son of Norrogh na Raithnighe O'Brien, the representative 
of the line of Brian Roe. Brim was succeeded by his brother Conor. 

I n  this prince's reign the Franciscan Abbey of Quin, in the county Clare, 
was completed by Siocla Cam Xlacconmam, prince of Glanc~ulei~. June 11th) 
1400, Gerald, the fifth Earl of Kilclare, Patrick Fox and Waltcr Fitzgiirald, 
were appointed Custodes Pacis et Szpervisores Custocli~mpneis i n  conzitutl~ 
I/i;mericensi.2 Thomas Fitzgerald, son of the Earl of Kddare, was High 
Sheriff of Limerick county.3 On the 20th of January, 1414, Henry V. 
granted a charter to the citizens of Limerick, in n-hich he confirmed the 
liberties already extended by his grandfather, King John, and granted " tliat 
no citizen of Limerick shall be impleaded outside the walls of the same city 
of any plea, except of pleas of outer tenements, xhich do not pertain to the 
Hundred of the aforesaid city. And that they may be quit of muder within 
the metes of the city, and that nn0 citizen shall make duel in the same city of 
any appeal, which any one against him can make, but he shall purge himself 
by the oath of forty men of the sanic city, who s h d  be lawful. And that 

1 The king remained a week in Waterford, gave splendid entertainments, and received the 
$omage of such Anglo-Irish Lords as the Le Poers, the Graces and Butlers. IIe was a benefac- 
tor to the churches and confirmed the charter t; :he great Abbey of the Holy Closs ~ h i c h  had 
been granted by king John. On this occasion b. sovmoned to a? ear before him, by the Feast 
of the Purification, the Earl of Desmoiid, that celebrated ~ e r a l d l ~ t h e  Poet," who went to war 
with the Butlers for giving him the nidazme of 'The Rhymer,' in whatever part of Ireland he 
should then be, to ansner the charge of hn+ng usurped the mmor, revenues and honor of Dun- 
p.rvan.* He then formed the resolution of marching to Dublin under the consecrated banner 
of the canonized king Edward the Confessor, which bore, says Froissart, " a cross patence or on 
a field gules with four doves argent on the shield." The celebrated Art M'hhrrogh had however 
full ootice uf his movements, and had made effectual arrangements for interruptlug his progress. 
The notices, however of these transactions by native annalists are very slight; and for the 
details the reader should have recourse to Froissart, to a Xorman metricnl sketch of which Bfoore 
has availed himself, and to the original Rolls which contain the submission of the Irish kings, 
and which as yet remain to be trans1ated.t 

The rudeness or simplicity of the mamers of these Irish chieftains is dwelt upon with great 
emphasis by Froissart the French chronicler of these royal festivities. They were with great 
disculty induced to change their plaiu'mantles for robes of silk, trimmed with squirrel skin or 
miniver, and their a\-ersion to wear breeches was as deeply seated as that of some of the primi- 
tive Highlanders of Celtic Scotland. A very handsome house was set apart for the four kings 
and their attendants. The Earl of Runde, who spoke Irish fluently, and Castide who had 
learned it while a prisioner with Brian Costeret (see Poissart), were appointed as interpreters to 
wait upon them and translate between them and the English. They were so unsophisticated 
it appears in their manners as to desire that their minstrels and principal servants should sit a t  
the same table and eat of the same dish, and i t  required all the pressing eloquence of the inter- 
preters to dissuade them from what they called a praiseworthy custom. Having kept watch all 
the night before the Church, they were knighted on Lady Day, in the Cathedral of Dublin, after 
the nsage of England and Franee, though they assured the king that they had already received 
the honor of knighthood when thep were seven years old; and the ceremony was followed by a 
great banquet, a t  +ich the four Irish kings i~ robes of state sat with king Richard, a t  hia 
table (Froissart). The presence of O'Connor afid M'Murrough is, however, denied by some of 
the annalists.$ 

8 Smgth's History of Cork, vul. ii. p. 39. S Lodge's Peerage, vol. ii. p. 81. 

* Lynch's Feudal Dignities of Ireland. 
Dr. O'Donovan's Annals of the Four Nasters. 3 Ibid. 
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no one shall take procurations within the walls by assize or by livery of the 
marshals against the uill of the aforesaid citizens. And that the citizens 
shall be quit of toll, lastage, passage, pontage, and of all other customs 
throughout his whole land and power. And that none of those citizens shall 
be indicted of an amercement of money except according to the law of the 
Hundred, to wit, by the forfeiture of forty s h i b g s ,  \&ereof he r h o  s E d  
happen to be in amercement shall be acquitted of oce-halt, a d  the oihlr h& 
he shall give in amercement, excepting three amercement?, to of the 
assize of bread, and ale, and of watchings, which now are of b o  si;L~gs md 
sixpence, whereof one-half shall be forg'lrven, and the other hall' shall be ren- 
dered in amercement. And that the Hundred shall be held once onl? in a 
week. And that he shall be in no plea " for and cause by miskenuingi' and 
that they may justly have their lands, and tenures, and their pledges, and 
debts, throughout his whole land and power, whoever should hal-e them. 
And that they may distrain their debtors by their goods in Limerick, and t 'at  
of the lands and tenures to which within the city they shall be entitled, thep 
shall be held according to the customs of the c@, and of the debts vhich 
shall be accommodated, and of the pledges given in the same city, @,leas there- 
of may be held according to the custom of the city, s a r i g  to h and his 
heirs the pleas touching the Crom." 

This charter also ordered cc that no foreign merchant shall buy rrithin the 
same city of a foreigner, corn, hides, or rrool, except of the citkens of the 
city. And that no foreigner shall have a tavern in the city, of mine, except 
in a ship ; and this liberty reserved to the king, that from each ship the 
bailiff shall choose two casks of wine to the lung's use, rrheresoe~er the? 
u-kh in the ship, namely, 'one before the mast, and the other behind the 
mast,' for forty sldlings, viz. one for twenty shillings, .and the other for t~renty 
shillings, and no more thereof he shall take except at the will of the mer- 
chants. And that no foreigner shall sell cloth in the same city by retail, 
nor shall remain in the same city with his Tares there to be sold e s c e ~ t  for 
forty days. And that no citizen of Limerick shall be attached or ZktrQaed 
for any debt, unless he be a debtor or surety; and that they may mmry 
themselves, and their sons and daughters, and n-idorrs of the same city, 
w i t h u t  tJe  license of tkeir Zmds." 

Henry VI. granted another charter in 1423 :In which the folloming passage 
occurs :-cc And that they (the citizens) may hold iheir market as thej  have 
been accustomed from of old to hold it; and also that no one who is an 
Irishman, by blood and nation (the term ' Irishmau,' being understood and 
taken as it is accustomed to be taken and understood in our land of Ireland), 
shall be mayor, or exercise any office within our said city; nor shall  an^ one 
within the aforesaid city take or maintain q child of Ii+h blood and nation, 
as is aforesaid, as an apprentice, under penalty of forfeiting his franchise in 
the aforesaid city." 

In the following year, viz. 1421, the Charters of Limerick rrere con- 
firmed (P. and C. Rolls.), and the Bishop was summoned to ansver cert& 
charges (ibid.) There is a record of the weirs also this year (Select Itolls.) 

In  the year 1426, Connor O'Brien died at an advanced nFe, and Iras suc- 
ceeded by Teige na Glemore, his nephe~ ,  and son to O ' B r k  Catha an 
Aonaigh. Of Teighe na Glemore's sons-one, Bri,m Duff, a s s  ancestor to 
the O'Briens of Carrigogunnel, and gave his to Pobble Brien, in the 
county Limerick,-anot.her, Dondd, m s  Bishop of Limerick, according t o  

6 



Dr. O'Bricn.1 August 31st, 1422, 1st H e q  TT., the Earl of Desmontl 
was appointed Constable of the Castle of Liinerick, and in 1444 was appointed 
Governor of the counties of Limerick] Waterford, Cork, and Kerry, with a 
liberty to absent himself from Parliament for iife,2 on condition of sending a 
sufficient proxy. He mmied a cla~ughter of Ulick Bwke MacTiVilliain 
Eighter, and he is said by some to have bronght the MacSheehys into Mun- 
ster as his life-pads. The MacSheehys, however, were in Munster before 
himself. They are given by O'IIalloran as chiefs of Ballyhdinan, in the 
barony of Pobb!e Drien, c o ~ ~ n t y  Li~nerick.~ During the wars of the Roses 
the attention of the English Government was so much taken up by their 
domestic quarrels that the Irish wcre all but left to their own devices. All 
the power of the Govcrn~nent was unable to kcep the native chieftains from 
collecting thcir "black rmt  ;" and the Geraldines, especially the Desmond 
branch, soon adopted a11 the peculiar habits of the natives, and were designated 
by the English as "more Iris5 than the Irish themselves:' In the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth and of the sixteenth Earl of Desmond, for the word "reign" 
is not inappx-2ble to this powerful chieftain's tenure of power, no less than 
one hunhed '&onsand acres of his property mere confiscated in the county of 
Limeiiclc alone, and divided between the following English families :-the 
Amesleys, Barkleys, Billingsleys, Bomchiers, Carters, Couxtenays, Fittons, 
Mannerhgs, Stroudes, Trenchards, Thorntons and Uthereds. Trinity College, 

lons. Dublin, also owes m ~ ~ c h  of its property to the Desrnond confiscat. 
A charter to the Mayor of Limerick was granted in 1433. I n  1436, a trial 

was prohibited in Limerick by ecclesiasticd authority. I n  1442, Sir John 
Tdbot was endowed with a grant out of the fee-farm of the city. I n  1450, 
important improvements, which are more particularly noticed in the annals of 
Limerick, were effected. I n  1453, John Cantwell, Archbishop of Cashel, 
held a provincial synod here, the canons of which are to this day extant 
(IVilkins' Concil. tom. 5). Teigh O'Brien, Lord of Thomond, in the year 
1467, led a very grcat force southvard, across the Shamon, in the summer ; 
he plundered the Irish of Desmond and of West Munster (Cork and Kerry) ; 
the Eish of Leinster also paid him tribute, and he then returned home, after 
having taken possession of the territory of Clan J'ViIliam (in Tipperary), and 
of the county of Limerick, which were confirmed to him by the earl of Des- 
mond, for obtainin8 peace for himself and his country. After obtaining secu- 
rity of sixty marks for him and his heirs for ever, from the people of Limerick, 
he died, and Conor, the son of Turlogh O'Brien, was appointed his ~uccessor.~ 

1 The Annals for 1411 contain the following, amongst other entries :- 
" Donnell, the son of Conor O'Brien, Tanist of Thomond, was slain by Barry &re." 
" Thomas, the son of John, Earl of Desmond, was banished from Ireland by James, the son 

of Garrett." 
'' Dermot, the son of Gilla-Tsa Biagrath, Ollav of Thomond in poem, died." 
The Thomas, son of John, Earl of Desmond, thus briefly alluded to as banished by his uncle 

James, son of Garrett or Gerald (the ward of the O'Briens of Thomor~d), is the hero of the 
romantic story immortalised in illoore's beantiful song, " By the Feal's ware benighted." 

The Earl of Desmond, who was ward or foster son to the O'Brienq and of whom we have 
snoken before, a3 conferring grants in land in the county vaterford on the descendants of 
'forlogh O'Bricn the Bald, banished from Thomond about 1367, may be regarded as the first of 
that great house who held vast estates in Limerick, Cork, Kerry, and Waterford, and who as- 
mnuxd the regal or pr%rcely state, in virtue of which they conferred Knighthood on some of their 
relatives-the Knight of Kerry, the Knight of Glyn, the White Knight, &c. He was the fifth 
in Loscent from 3Iaurice Fitzgerald, the father-in-law of De Clare, who treacherously murdered 
I<rian Roe O'Eiivn at Bunrattg. IIz obtained 3Iilo de Cogan's extensive property in Cork, by 
l?oyal license, which enabled Eirn to purchase nhatever iands he pleased, and by whatever service 
they were held under the king. 

2 Lodge's Peerage, d. i. p. Ci. 3 See p 41. 4 Annals of the Four Mstera. 
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C H A P T E R  I X .  
ANNALS OF. TH0MOND.-THE DESMONDS AND THE BUTLERS. 

THE annals of these times startle us with strange and terrible incidents. 
I n  1460 O'Brien, Bishop of IiiUaloe (Terence or Turlough O'Brien see 
Harris's Ware, p. 594, who refers to the Annals of Ulster for furtller p t i -  
culars) was killed by Brian of the Fleet at Clonroad, on which the original 
town of Innis or Ennis stood. The site of the present town was a strath or 
green belonging to Clonroad, which was the principal seat of the O'Briens.1 
Constant wars between the natives markcd the features of the times. h a 
maritime expedition of the OyMealIys of Mayo with the son of O'Brien, to 
Corca Bhaiscinn, the MacMahods country, comprising the baronies of Moy- 
;&a and Clonderalaw, in the South West of the county Clare, against 
MacMahon, three of the party were slain before they could reach their ship ; 
Donald O'Brien and Mahon O'Brien were taken prisoners on their way to 
their ship ; their people were slaughtered ; and subsequently O'Brien O'Bleally 
was slain by his brother Hugh O'Meally, in a dispute which arose between 
them.2 

It was on the 4th of March, in this year, that Edaard IT. was made King 
of England. He  granted a charter to limcrickin 1464. I n  1462, the young 
Zarl of Ormond came to  Ireland with a large number of Saxons [i.e. English- 
men], a great war broke out between the Earls of Ormond and Desmond ; 
Garrett, the son of the Earl of Desmond, was taken prisoner by the Butlers; 
in successive fights the Desmonds suffered several defeats ; the Butlers in con- 
sequence rose to very great power.3 Mac Richard Butler, who is designated 
the most renowned and illustrious of the English of Ireland in his time, died 
soon afterwards-he was educated by Richard @Bedigan, Archbishop of 
Cashel, according to a memorandum on folio 115 of the Psalter of Cashel. 
Not satisfied m t h  the way in which Thomas, Earl of Desmond, who had 
been sent over in 1464, conducted the government of Ireland, John l'iptoft, 
Earl of Worcester, was deputed to replace hirn-an occurrenze, according to 
'the d s t s ,  which wrought the ruin of Ireland. 

The Earl was invited to Drogheda to meet Tiptoft, when taking advantage 
of the occasion, his enemies accused him of making alliances with the Irish, 
"who were the king's enemies, and furnishing them with horses and arms 
against the king's subjects." He was beheaded on the 15th of February, 
1467-8, by order of Tiptoft.' But these were only the pretended reasons 
given for his destruction. A child of his kindred and name was a~pointed to 
be executed at  the same time, who besought the executioner not to hurt a 
boil that was upon his neck; the putting of which cMd to death c o h s  the 
opinion that malice and revenge were the principal reasons mhy this Earl so 
unhappily lost his life.& Edward Plunkett, Esq., was also attainted at  the 
same time for the same alleged charge, and suffered. Tiptoft is said by Cox6 
to have been one of the most learned and eloquent men of Christendom, One 
of the articles of his Parliament of Drogheda was that " none shall purchase 
Bulls for Benefices from Rome under legal penalty.'' Betwcen the Desmonds 

1 Annals of the Four Masters. 2 Ibid. a Ibid. ' I t  was in this year that a patent was passed to Lord Dunbo~ae of the prisage of wines in 
the Ports of Cork, Youghal, Ross, Galway, Limerick, Kinsale, Dungarvan, and Dingle, with 
S10 per annnm for his services in taking Con O'Connor and delivering him to the Lord-Deputy, 
the Earl of Worcester.-Smith's Historr~ OS Cork 

Smith's History of Cork, p. 28,-and Smith's History of Kerry, p. 231. 
Cox's Hibernica Anglicans. 



and the JlacCarthys, feelings of animosity prevailed-the ycung Earl of 
Desmond vas taken priboner b j  the MacCarthys ; but he was soon afterwards 
released. The Prince of Thomond, in these mars between the Desmonds and 
the Butlers, took an actire part ~ 3 h  the latter. On the return of the Earl 
of Kildare to this country after triumphing over his enemies, he marched into 
Korth Xunster, shere he s a s  met by Conor-m-Srona, at the head of the 
Dal-gais ; battle vas given to the Loril Justice, near the Castle of Ball@icky> 
in TEomond, a desperate engagement took place, the Earl of Kildare was 
defeated; am1 Conor-m-Srona obtnized possession of the Castle above named, 
and anorher strcnghcld belocgins. to Fineen Xarnamara. Conor-na-Srona 
had tvo sons-the elder, Teige, k d d  in a fray by Desmond, son of the 
Bishop WBrien, r h o  vas immed:ately put to death by the bereaved father in 
1474 ;--the second, Donough, father of O'Blien, who was compelled to part 
nith the fertile plain of Shallee, near Emis, as a ransom when takenprisoner 
bp the trio sons of &rrough, ancestor of the Ea11s of Inchiquin, and of the 
O'Bdem of Dromoland. Terence O'Brien, lord of Arra, died in 1487.1 
In the same Sear, on the night of the Epiphany, a great tempest arose; 
it mcs a night of general destruction to all, by reason of the number of 
prostrated persons and cattle destro~ed, and trees and houses, both on water 
and land, throughout Ireland. Strange that houses should h a ~ e  been built 
upon water, but the fact is so-the Irish chieftains had their residences thus 
protected, even during the reign of Quem Elizabeth, and it was in one of those 
that O'Xeill in that reign, kept his plate, many valuables, &c. I n  1488, 
another dreadful tempest arose, and the summer of this year was so wet, it 
was as inclemeat as winter, and much of the crops decared. I n  the same 
year, on the 7th of December, James, the ninth Earl of Desmond, was 
basely murdered at his house of Courtmatriss, near Rathkeale, in the county 
of Limerick, by his o n  servants, at the early age of twenty-eight years. 
The murderers did not escape with impunity ; they were all apprehended and 
executed by Xaurice, ~ h o  was the tenth Earl, and who being usually carried 
in a Litter, was named Claudus-he joined Perkin Warbeck, and besieged the 
cit j  of Fatei-ford;2 but receiving the king's pardon, he was granted all the 
customs, coquets, poundage, and prise wines in Limerick in 1497. 

I n  1485 Kicholas O'Grady, Abbot of Tuam Greine (now Tomgrany, in 
the barony of Tpper Tullagh, Co. Clare) who is calied a charitable and truly 
hospitable man, a d  the tmelft% man who was free in Limerick, died.3 

On the 26th of June, 1489, Henry VJJ. granted a charter to Limerick. 
I n  1492, Edward Poynuil, (Sh Edward Poynings) a Knight of the Garter 

2nd Pri~? Councillor, came from England m t h  the Earl of Kildare, and the 
celebrated act, called Poping's act, was passed, by shich, among other things, 
it was enacted, that all the statutes made lately in England, concerning or 
belonging to the public veal, should be thenceforth good and effectual in 
Ireland. In the follo~riig year, Con, son of Hugh Roe O'Donnell, with hi 
" great little army," in his fight with the Glyns, never halted till he crossed the 
Shannon, and afterwards advanced into Munster, where he totally plundered 
J1a2h o'g Coinchinn, now IIagunnihy, a barony in the South East of the county 

I O'IJononghne's Fktory of the O'Briens. 
* Smith's Iiistorp of Kerry-Smith's History of Waterford. 
3 Annals of the four 3Iasters. Dr. O'Donovan, in a note, states that the twelfth man, who 

KZ* free, means thr: twelfth mere Irishman who was free of the Corporation of Limerick. In 
(;,,lraap it a.?? r,r.lerrd, '. that Li~atenant-Colonel O'Shaughneqsy (in consideration of his allpance 
in i h d  ro t't? . v l ~ r h  tovw=, and fur the good nature and affection that he and family doe bear 
i: . ~ n d  hi: rustrr-tic. -hall be hereafter fr~emen of t h b  Corporation."-Uurdinutn's Iliylvrg of 
L'.,',:p, 
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cf Kerry. In  the next year Conor O'Brien, Lord of Thomond, died, and his 
brother Gilla Duv was inaugurated in his place. 

On the 26th of August, 1496, the king (Henry VII.) granted a pardon 
to Maurice, Earl of Desmond, for all his offences-he had also a grant of the 
Customs of Limcrick.' 

In  1407 and 1498 a great famine prevailed through all Ireland, " so that 
people ate of food unbecoming to mention, and ncver bcforc heard of as haviug 
been introduced on human dishes."2 Corn was so scarcc that a peck of wheat, 
in Meath was sold at five iesser ounces of silver, a gallon of ale sixpence, and 
a barrel of oats in Ulster was worth a The century closes with wars 
between the O'Briens and the rightful head of the Butlers, who were jealous 
of the support which the O'Briens afforded to Sir Jaincs Ormond, already 
referred to as an illegitimate son. Turlough O'Brien defeated the Butlers at 
Moyaliff in Onnond, or rather in Tipperary, not far from Cashel, after a 
bloody engagement. 

C H A P T E R  S. 
LIMERICK UNDER THE TUDORS. 

THE sixteenth century, so full of deep importance to the destinies of the 
country, so remarkable for the many religious, political and domestic incidents 
and changes which took place in it, teems with important and startling events. 

1502. I n  the winter of this year Turlogh O'Brien, Lord of Thomond, 
burned the county of Limerick and Cord-Maighe [i.e. along the river Naigue 
in the Barony of C o s h a ,  to Limerick]* 

The death of Donough O'Brien, the descendant of Donough Carbraigh, 
Lord of the district from Adare to Limcrick, and from Baile-nua (hew town 
in the parish of Kilkeedy) to Monasteranenagh, Lord of Aherlagh and 
Coill-Beithne (Kilbeheny) "the fountain of the prosperity and a u c n c e  of 
Munster," occurred in 1502. I n  this gear, according to the Annals of 
Ulster, there was such inclement weather that it killed most of the cattle of 
Ireland, and prevented the husbandmen from tilling the earth. I n  the next 
year (1503) the Earl of Kildare went to England, and returned home with 
success, bringing with him his son, who had been in the custody of the 
King of England. Eclmond Knight of Glynn died; and Teige Boirneach 
of Burren, county Clare, and Murtogh O'Brien, who went with Oaen 
O'Flaherty into V e s t  Connauglit against his kinsmen, Rory Oge and Dome11 
an baid or of the Boat, two sons of O'Flaherty, attacked the camp and 
carried away prizes and spoils. The sons of Mahon O'Brien and Oweu 

1 Rymer's Fcedera. The Earl of Desmond made a submission to Thomas Badcli, Earl of 
Ensex, Lord Deputy of Ireland, at Limerick. 

What little was known in these times in Ireland of natural history is e~ident from the fact 
that a camel which was sent by the King of England to one of the O'Briens, was regarded with 
perfect wonder, even by the better educated, who did not know what to designate the animal. 
We find the camel thus described in the Annals of the Four Masters :- 

'l A wonderful animal was sent to Ireland by the King of England. She resembled a mare, 
and was of yellow colour, with the hoofs of a cow, a long neck, a very large head, a large tail, 
which was ugly and scant of hair. She had a'saddle of her own. Wheat and salt were here her 
usual food. She used to draw the largest sledge burden by her tail. It uscd to kneel when 
passing under any doorway, however high, and also let her rider mount." 

"SS. Annals quoted in Smith's History 01 Cork. 4 Annals of the Four Masters. 



. . 
O'Flaherty were slain by the'oJ~lahertys. The great battle of Knocktow, 
or the hill of the Battle-axes, in Clare Galway, about five miles north of 
Galway, between the Lord Justice Garrett, the son of Thomas Earl of Kil- 
dare, cmcl Mac WiUiam of Clanrickarde, and which events had been maturing, 
as we have already seen, n7as fought in the next year (1504). I t  is described 
by the iha l i s t s  as one of the most remarkable battles on record since the 
invasion of Ireland. A description of it, copied nearly word for word, from 
the Annals of Ulster, is given by the Four Masters ; which O'Donovan, in 
his note in reference to the account of the details of this sari-&ay engage- 
ment, states that it is in bardic prose style, which sxri6ces strength to 
so~md, and scnse to alliteration. The battle was occasioned by a private 
rlisputc between the Earl of Kildare and Ulick Burke, the MiwTiVilliam, &c. 
of Clnnriclrarde, who was joined by O'Brien of Thomond, and the half of 
Munster. It is said that no Englishmen fell in the engagement ; and Moore' 
adopts this assertion as a fact; and in truth no English appeared in the 
battle-the belligercnts at both sides were Irish-viz. those of the Pale, 
under Kildare, and those of Connaught, under Mac William. Sir John Davics 
esprcsscs surprise that so late as the reign of Henry VII. a battle so terrible 
sho~dd bc undcrtnken to decide p mere private quarrel-without charge of the 
King-as stated in the Book of Howth. Clanricarde and his forces were 
overthrown-the number of the slain was enormous. But as we proceed, 
WC shall see that Ulick Burke and the cc IrishJJ determhed to strike another 
blow, and that nIonabrahcr, within the liberties of the city of Limerick, was 
selected for the fight. 

Our local amal of the next year, 1505, (21st Henry VII.) shows 
that the citizens rcr~oscd anything but safely within their walls, and that .the 
means they took t; yrotect"them~elves from pirates, who appear to have come 
up to the very mategates, were primitive indeed. William Harrold was 
Mayor for the second time; Nicholas Creagh and John Rochford were 
bailiffs; John m i t e  w&s Clerk of the Court of Limerick (quere? Town 
Clerk) ; James Butler, Earl of Ormond, was Lord Lieutenant of Ireland; 
rc-hcn our authority, on the 13th of Pebruary, says,' cc a great tri-oared 
galley, fitted out with all things necessary, was buiit for the purpose of 
guarding our port, and protecting the public interests against the incursions 
of pirates." The nest year (1506) the Bridge of Port-Croisi,-a name which 
is yet preserved in the t o d a n d  of Portcrush, situated on the Shannon, in 
the north-west end of the parish of Castlccomell,-was built by Turlough 
(YBricn; and some few years afterwards, as we shall see, the Earl of Iiildase 
~narched with his army to this %ridge, which he broke dom, and encamped 
for the night, before the battle of Monabraher.--John B~wke, son of Ulick, 
"the noblest of the English in Ireland, a vessel filled with hospitality and 
truth, L link of steel in snstaiuing the battle," died.-Henry VIII. now 
(1501) ascended the English throne; and events prove his anxiety to see 
more closely than any of his predecessors into the afFairs of Ireland. I n  
Limsrick, we find that he laid the foundation of the Sexton farcily, which up 
to our own time, retain much of the h a s  which he gave t o  thew ancestors. 
By new Letters Patent he constituted Garrett, Earl of Kildare, Lord Justicc 
of Irrland, 'and intimated to him his father's decease and his ovn succession 
to  his kiugclo~ns.~ Ahays aggressivt?, and now, more than elTer sustained 
by R o J . ~  fnvor; 2n army Iras led into Mnnater b j  the Lorcl Jnstice of Ireland, 

3 3Ioorc's nistory of Ireland, vol. iii. p. 231. 2 Xrtlinr 31SS. 
3 K m ' s  Annais of Ireland ad. an. 1501, 1510. 

attended by the chiefs of the Endish and Irish of Leinster. 1Ie erected a 
castle at Carrig-Cital, now ~arr ic l -~kt t le ,  in tLe Barony of Small County, 
county of Limerick, in despite of the Irish. O'Donnell followcd with n 
small number of troops to assist him, through Meath, and went westward 
into Munster until he joined him at that place. Then they passed into Enlla, 
(Duhallow, county Cork), and they took the castle of Cam-tuirc (the head 
or perhaps hill of the boar-now Kanturk-sec Smith's history of Cork, vol. 
11. c. 6) and plundered the country. Then proceeding into great Dcs~nond, 
t,hey took the castle of Pailis (a castle on an eminence nex  Laune Bridge, 
Killarney-TiVindel's Historical and Descriptive Notes of Cork, 2nd Ed. pp. 
356, 387), and another castle on the banks of the Noer Mang (llaine, near 
the Bay of Castlemake, county of Kerry), after which they rcturned into 
Limerick. They then mustered additional forces; 2nd thc Geraldines of 
Munster, under the conduct of James, son of the Earl of Dcsmond, and a11 
the English of Munster, and also McCarthy Reagh (Donald, son of Dermott, 
who was son of Fineen), Cornlac Oge, who was the son of Cormac, son of 
Teige, and the English and Irish of Leinstcr, proceeded into Limerick. 
Turlough, the son of Teige O'Brien, Lord of Thomond, with all his forces, 
and M'Namaa, the son of Silaedha, and the Clmrickarde, mustered another 
numerous m y  to oppose them. The Earl, i.e. the Lord Justice, marched 
~vith his army through Bealaeh-na.-Fadbaighc, and B e d a c h - n a - n g ,  the 
old names of the roads to Portcroise, until he arrived at a wooden bridge, i.e. 
the bridge of Portcroise already referred to, which O'Brien had constructed 
over the 8hannon; and he broke down the bridge, and encamped for the 
night 4 the country.-O'Brien had encamped so near them, that they used 
to hear each other's voices during the night. On the morrow, the Lord 
Justice mustered his army, placing the English and Irish of IIunstcr in the 
van, and the English of Meath and DubIin in the rere. O'Donuell, and his 
small body of troops, joined the English of Meath and Dublin in the rere ; 
and they all took the short cut through Mor-na-in-brather wonabmher 
near Limerick] to Limerick. O'Brien attacked the English, and slew the 
Bmon Kent and Barnwall at I(inricBstown [now Cookstom, in Meath], and 
many other men of distinction not enumerated. The English mny escaped 
by flight, and the army of O'Brien rcturned in triumph with geat  spoils. 
There was not, in either army, that day, a man who won more fame than 
0'Donnell.l The Four Masters, says O'Donovan, alrays praise an O'Donllell, 
at which we cannot be surprised, as founders of their monastery.2 

I t  is not our business to follow the fightin, Earl throqh his succef;si~rc 
campaigns against the Idsh in Connaught and Leiuster-through his cross* 
a d  recrossings of the S'mnnon-the a w l s  for many years t c e m n ~ ~  \nth 
relations of his warlike excursions; suificc it to say that he worked xith a 
vengemce in the interest of his Royal master. In  the year 1616, a 
war broke out among the Fitzgeralds, and James, the son of nhuice, laid 
siege to Loch Gur, in the barony of Small County, near Bruff, where the 
ruins of a great castle, and other military works, erected by the Eads of 
Desmond, may yet be seen. The O'Briens of Thomond, joined by Pierce 

1 Annals of the Four Masters, vol. V. pp. 301-5-G. 
Ware gives another account of this battle; but all the nnnalisb agree in stating that the 

victory over the Earl was decisive-that night having decided the battle, he witIlc?rcm, the army 
(says Ware) still retainin, their ranks, and the ener6)' displayed by the Palgnis 011 the occasion 
inspired the Lord Jnstice with so much respect for the military genius of thcir prince, that he 
turned hi arms to another quarter, and laid s icp  to the castle of Lcim-xi-bhanain (the Leap> 
in E13 O'Carroll, belonging to the prince of that territcbry. 



Butler, and others of his Confederates, advanced to meet the Geraldine 
army,-and "when the son of the Earl perceived the nobles of the army of 
the great race of Brian approaching, the resolution he arrived at was, not to 
come to an engagement with them, but to leave the town unharmed, and 
thus they parted with each other."' It was immediately after this that the 
Earl took the Leap Castle,2 which still exists under its old name, and is 
situated between Roscrea and Tullamore. 

C H A P T E R  X I .  
EXD OF THE KINGDOM OF THOI0ND.-RIVALKY BETVEEN LIMERICK AND 

GALWAY. 

ONE reason of the constant hostilities of the princes of Thomond from this 
period down to the extinction of that Kingdom, is to be sought in the 
alliances formed by Conor na-Srona for his daughters, three of whom inter- 
mai-riecl with members of the OJDonnell, De Burgh, and O'Ruarc families 
and to these aUixnces are also attributable many of the disastrous conse- 
quences of the fatal battle of Knocktow. The limits prescribed by the 
space which we propose to occupy with the sequel of the History of Tho- 
mond for the term of the next thirty-five or thirty six years, will admit of 
only short notices of the principal events which occur in that interval ; while, 
for several contemporary occurrences in the local history we must refer to our 
Annals of Limerick. 

I n  the year 1522 a feud having arisen between O'Neill and O'Donnell, 
the sons of the King of Thomond, namely, Donogh and Teige, together 
with their kinsman Torlogh O'Brien, Bishop of Killaloe, proceeded to the 
North to the aid of O'Neill; but the latter prince having been defeated 
before they could join him,-the prince of Th%mond and his troops were 
compelled to make n precipitate retreat, not halting until they reached the 
Curlew mountains, where the allies separated.' 

I n  the year 1523 this Teige O'Brien was killed at the battle of the ford 
of Camus.5 while attacking Piers Roe, Earl of Ormond, who was then at 
war with the neighbouring dynast O'Carroll; and his dead body was carried 
bv his solclicrs to the monastery of Emis, where several of his race have 
f&md a resting place. 

I n  1528 Torlogh Donn, the father of this prince died after a r e i p  of 29 
Tears. He  is hizhlv lauded by the Four Masters for " m a i n t a b g  war 
&ainst the ~ngliih. '  He  muit have been regarded as a person of con- 
siderable consequence, for his name is included in a treaty entered into with 
the Earl of Desmond by Francis I. of France, to clivert the attention of 
Henry VIII. of England, who was then leagued with the Xmperor Charles 

1 Annals of the Four Masters. 
2 The great war between O'Donnell and O'Neill, in which the former was victorious, occupies 

several pages J the h n a l s ,  in 15.22, and is interesting, chiefly as indicating the existence of 
the fiercest and.most implacable feuds among the Irish. The O'Briens, Burkes. O'Connor Roe, 
WConnor Don, N'Dermotq &C., joined ONeill, whist O'Donnell was supported by the forces in 
Kiunell Connell, viz., O'Boyle, O'Dogherty, the MacSweenps, O'Gallaghers, &c. &C. But 
betrreen the English in Ireland there were also fierce and implacable disputes. 

3 Historical illemoir of the O'Briens. 
4 Annds of the Four Masters, who, as usual, favor the O'Dcnnells, the founder of their 

monastery. 
5 On the Suir a li:tle north of Cashel. 
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against the French monarch. Torlogh Donn was succeeded by his eldest 
son Connor, his brother Donogh being nominated tanist, who died in 1531, 
and was succeeded by Mmough, who surrendered the Royalty to Henry 
T T T T T  v 111. 

The hatreds, jealousies and wars between the Butlers and the Fitzgeralds 
-the English m Ireland-the latter, however, "more Irish than Irish 
themselves," are written on a dark and dreary page of our national annals. 
Ta dwell on the state of affairs between the English in Ireland at this period 
would be merely, mutatis rutandis, giving a picture of the wars that pre- 
vailed among the Irish themselves. W e  proceed, therefore, to develope the 
progress of domestic affairs at  this time. I n  the year 1524 a remark- 
able occurrence took place, which shows that Galway at this time was in a 
position superior to ours, commercially and financially. W e  are told by the 
Historian of Galway that the city of Limerick was from an early 
period of our history jealous of the growing trade and prosperity of Galway, 
although the latter long had retained its superiority. This jealousy was shown 
on many occasions; but latterly broke out violently in consecpence of a 
mercantile dispute which happened some time previously to 1524, between 
David Comyn, a citizen of Limerick and some merchants of Galway. Comyn 
complained t.hat he could have no justice administered to him in Galway ; 
and waiting for an opportunity he seized the person of Ambrose Lynch 
Fitzjames, one of the inhabitants of the town, and kept him close prisoner, 
until he was ransomed for a large sum of money. I n  consequence of this 
outrage hostilities commenced between the city and town, and great depreda- 
tions were committed both by sea and land ; until the people of Limerick, 
weary of the contest, dispatched two of their citizens, Christopher Arthur 
and Nicholas Arthur, to Galway, to ccnclude a peace ; or as the record of 
this transaction expresses it, "to pacyficat and put awaye all manner of 
adversitye, rancour and inconveniences that have rysen or insurged between 
the city and town and habitantes of the same." Upon their arrival in 
Galway the Mayor, bailiffs and commonalty assembled in the town-house, 
and with one assent elected Walter and Anthony Lynch FitzThomas, to 
conclude a " perpetual peace and concorde" with the deputies of Limerick. 
The terms being agreed upon, a public meeting was convened on the 7th of 
May, 1524, and articles were ratified on both sides ; and apparently to the 
mutual satisfaction of all parties ; but as treaties are more frequently entered 
into than inviolably observed, so the people of Galway complained that those 
of Limerick still indulged their resentment, although every matter in dispute 
was supposed to have been peaceably settled; and charged them with 
having again involved the t o m  in fresh troublesy by insidiously instigating 
Pierce, Earl of Ormond, to make a demand for prisage wines, an impost 
which had never been theretofore paid or demanded in Galway. 

Limerick, in the end, owing to political causes, gained the ascendancy, 
which it holds to this day. 

These rivalries between Galway and Limerick prevailed for many years. 
The "tribes" of the one were jealous of the sturdy Anglo-Irish of the other; 
but though at this time Galway was one of the finest towns in Ireland- 
spacious, well built, and well walled, with a great trade with the south of 
Europe, and particularly with Spain, and sustained by the spirit and energy 
of its early settlers, who were always a terror to the Irish of West 
Connaught, it fell away, whilst Limerick increased in importance, and rapidly 
progressed, became superior, and retained its superiority. 1521-1522 (13 
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Henry 8) David Comyn was for the second time Mayor of Limerick; 
Nicholas, son of Thomas Fitzwilliam Arthur, was Mayor for the second time 
in this year also : TITillinm Fanning and Andrew Harold were Bailiffs. 
David Comp died duriug his Mayoralty of a terrible pestilence, which pre- 
vailed a l l  over the city; and on the 4th of September he was succeeded Ey 
Nicholas Arthw. Dr. Arthur does not fail to remark that it was now the 
supreme Pontiff conferred on Henry 8th the title of "Defender of the Faith," 
in consequence of " the book he published against Luther and that " the 
Turks invaded the island of Rhodes."' 

It was in this reign (28th Henry 8th, cap. 15) it was enacted that none of 
the king's subjects* shall be shavm above the ears, or wear the hair on their 
heads like long locks called Glibbes, or have any hair on their upper lips 
called a Crmnmeal, or wear any dirt ,  8nwck or kerder, Bendel Neckerdour, 
Mocket or finnem cap coulr'd with safron, nor wear above seven yards of 
cloth in their shirt or smock, and no woman to wear any coat or kirtle tuck'd 
up, or embroider'd with silk or laid with Usker, after the fiisk fashion; and 
none to wear any mantles, coat or hood, made after the Irish fashion; a for- 
feiture of the thing so worn (to be seized by any of the king's true subjects) 
and also the ped%ies following :- 

Every Lord Spiritual and Temporal, ... 
Every Knight and Esquire, ... ... 
Every Gentleman or Ksrchant, . . . ... 
Every Freeholder and Yeoman, . . . . , . 
Every husbandman, . . . . . . ... 
And every other person, 
To be recovered in any of the king'~'~ourt4 a i d  to be 

&p: and Prosecutor, Proviso, not to extend to any worn 

3% 13 $4 
2 0 0  
1 0 0  
0 1 0  0 
0 6 8  
0 3 4  

divided between the 
an, herds or horse- 

bays veariilg a mantle, nor any pessons on their journey, or upon Hze and 
cry2 

In the rapid progress of events we see how Henry changed not ,only his 
pplcy but hin faith, how those reIigioa. institutions, which flourished so 
vigorously when he was f u h h ~ t i n g  against Luther, soon afterwards were 
doomed by him to suffer spoliation and min, and how the properties which 
went to the alleviation of human misery and woe, under the care of the 
monks and friars, and in support of the old faith, were handed over to those 
who submitted to his will and changed their principles a$ his pleasure. 

Henry proceeded in his active courses strengthening his power in Ireland. 
On the 19th of November, 1534  Thomas Butler was made Baron of Cahir, 
and in the beginning of the next year Maurice O'Brien and Ulick Bourke, 
induced by the example and success of the Earl of Tyrone, went to England 
to wait upon the king, having made their submissions, and surrendered their 
estates. O'Brien 'obtained a grant of all his lands in Thomond, and all the 
Abbeys and patronage in the king's g& within his precincts to him and his 
heirs male; and he was made Baron of Inchiquin, to him and his heirs, 
and c q t e d  Earl of Thomond for lifey with a remainder .to Donough O'Brien 
and his heirs for ever, who for the present was made Baron of Ibricane but 
whether this Donough were nephew or natural son of the Earl's is not very 
plain. This Lord of Ibricane had also an annuity of twenty pounds per 

I Arthur NSS. 2 Irish Acts of Parliament. 
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anntxn granted to him in tail, and the Abbey of Insula Canonicorwn, and 
half the Abbey of Clare; and the king bore the Earl of Thomond's charges 
a d  gave him an order to be of the Privy Council. As for Ulick Bonrke, 
he had his charges borne, and was created Earl of Clanricarde, i d  his 
estates were regranted to him, and the Abbeys and patronage of all benefices 
within his precincts. 

Thus ended the kingdom of Thomond under Murrough O'Brien, the 
fifteenth and last of its princes who had been elected chief, by Tanistry to 
the prejudice of his nephew Donough, to whom in compensation he resigned 
the Lordship of Ibricane. Murrough is at present represented by his lineal 
descendant Lord Inchiquin. 

C H A P T E R  X I I .  

LINERICK UNDER THE TUDORS CONTINUE'3.-HENRY VII1.-LORD LEONARU 

GRAY.-EDUOND SEXTON, ETC. 

THE English convocation and the English Parliaments having acknowleged 
the supremacy of Henry VIII., with a ready servility, the new head of the 
Church expected to find in Ireland an equal subserviency, but in this he was 
grievousiy disappointed. A most unexpected and decided resistance arose 
in the opposition of the Catholic Bishops, of whom, a few only were induced 
to submit to the new orders of things. V e  give the events in the original 
words of ow authorities.' 

Ap. Parry, who had been in the service of Lord Leonard Gray, writes ia 
1535, respecting his journey fromCork to Limerick, to secretary Cromwell, 
after he had visited Callan, Clonmel, &C., stating that they had removed 
from Cork to Mallow, and there encamped by a river side, and on the follow- 
ing day went to KilmaUock, and lay there that n i g h t h e  describes it as a 
very '' poclre tome ;" and the next day came to Limerick, cc and of treuthe 
O'Breyn was cum dome, and lay within three my1 of Lemeryk, and as the 
saying was with a great ost; and hurlyd down the wodes in this may, as w e  
schold have gone into hys counterey, and had fo r saw two of hys castels, 
herd by Lemeryk; and herd that we were so ny, he went into the moun- 
t a p s  from us, for fere of ordynance: and when that he herd tell that we 
had no ordynance, then he restored his men into hys castels agap, with 
such ordynance as he had of his own. And without ordynance to bett the 
one pyll we cowld never enter well into hys cunterey. Therefore my Lorde 
Jamys thought best to recoyll bake agayn, and to bring the Desemontes, 
and Corrnack Oge with his cumpany, to a say, ore that hee mold psse eny 
further." He adds, that in Limerick they had ''very good cher, but nat 
nothing lyke the cher we had in Corke." They parted eight miles off to a 
place (Monast.ernenagh), "the wyche is after the order of Grenwyche," 
and my Lode  of Kyldare was the founder of it, for he hath a caste1 and 
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landes evyn ther fast by, and ther met with my Lorde Jamys, hys brother- 
ilaw, whyche is O'Brcn's sone," (Donough, nephew of Murrough O'Brien.) 
The account of the iiitcwiem between Donough and his brother-in-law, Lord 
James, describes the latter as telling the former that he had married hie 
sister, forsaken his father, his uncle, and all his friends and country, to come 
to him to help to do the king a service. He  had been sore unrewarded, had 
no gains-had nothing to live upon. If it pleased the king to take him 
into his service, he would come into the country and bring with him a piece 
of ordnance, to take the Castle of Carrigogunne1,l and that the king would 
give to him that which never had belonged to an Englishman for two hundred 
years, he said he desired no aid but the English captain and a hundred 
Englishmen, to pursue his father and his uncle, who were His Majesty's 
enemies, and 'the Irish who were ever the enemies of the English. He 
pledged himself he rrould hurt no Englishman, but do all he could against 
the Irish and the king's opponents. And in all such land as he should' 
conquer, it was his wish that the king should plant Englishmen, the land to 
be holden of the king, according to his pleasure ; and he further promised 
to discard all "Yrsyche Faschyons," and to order himself after the "Yng- 
lysche laws," and all he could make or subdue. He besought a re3ly. 

I CARRIGOGUNNEL CASTLE.-This Castle is four miles distant from Limerick, to the S.W., 
bordering on the demesne of Tervoe, the residence of the Right Hon. Wm. Moneell, M.P. Hr. 
Crofton Croker, in his Antiquarian Researches in the South of Ireland, says it is one of the 
largest castles he remembers to have seen in Ireland. I t  stands on an abrupt limestone rock,* and 
commands an extensive view, across the Shannon, of the County Clare. and the low grounds 
termed Corcass Land," which form the banks of the river. It3 building is ascribed to the 
O'Brien fanlily. Through stipulation and treachery it was lost more than once by the followers 
of the Earl of Desmond, and those sent to reduce him and the country. At the Siege of Limerick, 
in 1690, i t  was garrisoned by 150 men, adherents of James II., but surrendered without resis- 
tance to Major General Scravenmore, "the leaving these detachments in such places," observes 
Dean Story, in his History of the Civil Wars, 'I being very unaccountable, since they had a 
mind to defend them no better." The castle was deemed so tenable a position that it was considered 
expedient to destroy it, and i t  was accordingly blown up, together with Castle Connell. Dean 
Story received the very large sum of S160 for the purchase of gunpowder to ruin those fortresses. 
The dilapidated ruins tell the effects of the explosion. Immense fragment3 of the walls and 
towers lie scattered around in picturesque confusion. 'l I t  is a matter of difficulty," adds Mr. 
Croker, '' to trace the original plan." Sear this Castle Charles Johnson, the author of Chryssl, 
or the Adventures of a Guinea, and other works, was born in 1719, and received his education 
from the excellent teacher, the Rev. R Cashin, who was superior of the Limerick Protestant 
Diocesan School in the early part of the last century. 

The Vol. 1425 of the Harleian MSS. contains the foUowil;g pedigree of l' O'Brien of Carry- 
ConneII, in the Conntie of Limericke." 

MAHON O'BRIEN. 

I 
CO~OGHER.  BR- O'BR-, 

I of whom the 
BRUN DUPP. E. of Thomond 

I and others descended. 
DONOWGH. 

BR& DUFF, of 
Carigconnell, in the 
Countie of Limerick, 
lived in anno 1615. 

A large portion of the rock is of a basalitic nature. 
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Parry adds, that old Sir John of Desmond, " who cane spek very good 
Ynglysche" arrived on the same day ; and the parley was postponed for that 
day fortnight at " Yowgholl." 

I n  a letter dated from Limerick on the 9th of August, 1536 :l The 
Council of Ireland mite to Cromwell, that Donough O'Brien, OIBrien's 
eldest son, who had married the daughter of the Earl of Ossory, told what 
had been stated in the letter of Stephen Ap. Parry, of his desire to serve 
the English and possess Carrigogunnel, and set to the reformation in those 
quarters-the Deputy put an English ward of soldiers in the castle, and 
being there they consulted together as to the winning and breaking of 
O'Brien's Bridge--" wherein we thought the said O'Brcne's sonnes ayede 
and conducte so necessary, as we supposed, that, havynge the same, we 
shud with the les diilicultie achyve our purposes." In order to attain this 
dignity the council states, that the Castle of Carrigogunnel, "which had 

'been inhabited by the O'Briens for 200 years before," was given by inden- 
ture to Donough O'Brien, '< to be kept under us during the king's highness 
pleasure."-" After which conclusion takyn the said castell by tradyment, 
was takyn again by the persons which had possession thereof before-but 
a e  trust shall lytel prevayl them, but that the Deputies conclusion and army, 
and the promises thereon shall take effect." The letter proceeds to state, 
that on Friday they marched with all the army, mith derniculverins, and such 
other ordnance as they had towarcls the bridge, and by the conduct of the 
said Donough and his friends, they were brought to it in a secret and un- 
known way, on this side of the water, where never English nsecl nor carts 
went bcfore, whereby they achieved the progress mith less danger than they 
could have done on the other side. On Saturday they reached the bridge, 
and after the army was encamped, the Deputy and gunners made a recon- 
noissance. On this side was a strong castle, "builded all of hewen marbell," 
and at the other side a castle, but not of such force, both built within the 
water, but not much distant from the land. At this end the O'Briens had 
broken four arches of the Bridge at the end next the land. The gunners 
fired all day at the castle, but with no effect, "for the aa l  was at lest 12 or 
13 fote thick," and both the castles mere well warded with the gunners, 
gallowglas and horsemen, "having made such fortifications of timber and 
hoggsheades of earthe, as the lyke have not been seen in this lande." They 
had a great piece of iron, "which shot buylees as great in maner as a 
mames hede." They had also a ship piece, a " Portingall piece," " certayne 
hagbushesses," and hand-guns. The Deputy seeing the ship-piece no avail, 
ordered that each man should make a faggot a fathom in length, to fill that 
part of the water between the land and the castle, and desired ladders to be 
made ; which done, he appointed certain of his own retinue and a company 
of " Mauster Saynclows" to give the assault; by which they carried the 
castle, the defenders escaping at the other side; and having done so they 
broke down the bridge. [A letter2 of William Body to Cromwell gives the 
credit of the capture to Ossory.] Two of the army were slain, several 
mere wounded ; whiie the timber of the bridge was loosing, the Mayor of 
Limerick, E h o n d  Sexten, with about 30 others who were standing on it 
at the time fell, but were not injured. Gray also gives a long account of 
the above achievements to Cromwell. 

Henry VIII. in a letter to the town of Gdway, in which letter the Irish 
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customs of clothing, &C., are forbidden, and in which he takes from mdefac- 
tors the sanctuary of the Friars Minors, &C., in and near that town, and calls 
upon the justice to bring them to punishment-proceeds to say, More- 
over, yf O'Brene, or any other Irysheman, be at war with our deputie, or our 
subgietes of our Cittie of Lymerycke, that in no wyse, by any coloure, practyse, 
or covyne, ye suffer no vytals, iron, sault, or other commoditie, to passe from 
you to theym, dureing the tyme of their contention till they shall be perfectly 
reconcyled, upon payne of your allegeannces ; and alwayes that ye obsarve the 
artycles before written, specially concernyng the keepeing of markettes, and 
that none of you resorte with anny merchandyce amongpst Iryshemen at 
anny tyme. And where we be informed that at such seasons as strangers re- 
frayne within the havyn of Lymerycke, certayne of you foresttale the market 
of our said cittie, alurying and procuryng the stranger merchauntes to repayre 
oute of the havyn of Lymerycke to you, offering theym avauntage above the 
profere of the sayd eitie, to ther gret disadvanytage and commoditie, and p- 
haunsing the pryce of foren and alyen merchaundyses, to the profit of alyens : 
we therefor woll and commaunde you, that you do not provoke anny mer- 
chaundise aryving in theyr havyn from you to theym." He commanded that 
he should hear no further complaint on this behalf, or in any of the 
premises if they intended his favors. 

In the same year Cowley, writing to Cromwell on the establishment of the 
king's dominion in Ireland, says :- 
"Then a thousand to arive at Lymynk, and the Er1 of Ossery, and his son, 

and power to joyne with them, and first to wyn the pyles and Casteles from 
O'Dwyer (chief of Kilnemanna, west of Owney), and next that to wyn the Cas- 
tele and towne of the Enagh (Nenagh, in Tipperary), and to builde and en- 
habite the towne, and so to pursue all the,Irishq at this side of the water of 
the Sheynan, and to wyn O'Bryn's Bridge that standeth upon the same water. 
Then. to peruse all Ciancullen (the ancient barony of Clancullen was situated 
between Limerick and Killaloe, now forming part of the barony of Tullagh) 
in 071bryne's countree, and to win the pyles and holdes, and specelly the strong 
castele called Bon Raytte (Bunratty), eight myles from Lymerick, on the 
river of Lymerick---consequently to make a strongholde of Clare, and to 
enhabit accordingly ; and to make two other baronies in the midst of O'Brien's 
countreey. There are piles enough in that counteray already, so that t h e  
needeth no more than to enhabite." 

Thomas Allen, in the same year, writes a long letter to Cromwell on the 
subject of the Lord Deputy's expedition for the fortifying and re-edifying of 
Woodstock and the bridge of Athy. After giving an account of the expedition, 
he says, "And his Lordship went to Kilkenny, where he met the Er1 of 
Ossorye and MacGilphatrick, where he and Omore were contendid to remape, 
and goo to Dublin with my Lord, and ther to abide his and his counsaile's 
order, and to put in pledgis for performance thereof, and to attend upon my 
Lord in this journaie. And from them departed the Chief Justice, and the 
Maiom of Limerick (Edmond Sexten) to speke with O'Brene and the Erle 
of Desmonde, who have confethered togeder." 

I n  a lon letter from the Lord Deputy and Council to Cromwell, written 
from ~ubl&$he 23rd day of November, the journey of Munster is said to 
have taken fruit and success, &c. &c. " For undoubtedly the pretended Earl 
of Desmonde, after &verse commnnications had betwixt him, the Naior of 
Lymerick, the Chief Justice, and the Master of the Rolles, at  severall tymes, 
condescended as well to delyver his too sonnes in hostage, and to fynde the 

Vicount Barry, the Lord Rooche, Thomas Butler FitzEdmond, John Butler, 
broder to the Baron of Dunboyne, Geralrl M'Shane of Drommanaugh, and 
dyverse others, to be bound for him in a 1200 march, that he shoold not 
oonly obey the Kinge's lames, and canse t h a p  to be obeyd everywher under 
his r~de, but also as well to snffer the Kinge7s revenucs to be levied there, as 
upon the title and claim of James Fitzllorice to the Earldome, to abide 
thorder and judgement of the Deputie and Counsaill ; and pcrcasc the same 
James FitzRforice mere acljudged Erle, he to suffer him to enjoy the Earl- 
dome sccordinglie ; r i t h  diverse othcr articles, comprised in a prayor of 
indentors concluded thereupon, &c. &C.'' 

I n  1537 a letter from the Lord Deputy and Council to Henry YIII. 
tlzey state c' for asmuch of your revenues as appertained to the Earl of Kildare 
in the countie of Lymerick, your Grace hath nothing of it, nor shall nat 
have nntill thc pretendedEarl of Desmond be at some poynte ; of whose 
offers, I pour Graces Dcputy, have at severale tymes advertized your Highness, 
and your Co~~nsaile, to the intente I mought know your pleasure therein, 
whereof hitherto I have nct been advertized." And after speaking of the 
burying act, the expulsion and the destruction of the tenants, the writer 
goes on to state, " trustin there wol be fern wastes after this year, if y o ~ ~ r  
Grace ensure our devises 111 too poynts. One is, no man in this countrie woll 
manure ancl enhabite your, ne Cother mans Iancles, especidlie to any f r ~ ~ i t -  
ful purpose, onles he may have a securitie of continuance therein, so as, 
when he hath edified the same he shall not be expelled from it." This 
letter is dated from Dublin the 20th of April, 1537, and to those landlords 
who do not ackno-uvledge tentlnt-risht, me earnestly recommend its perusal, 
as an important fact in favor of Luty of tenure. 

On the 28th of June, 1537, Lord Leonarcl Grey arrived in Limerick, 
where he remained a meek, and of his doings here he gives a detailed 
acconct to his royal master. He had already received the submission of 
O'Carroll of Ely, of O'Kennedy of Ormond, of 3lacIbrien of Arra, of 
O'illulryan of Owney, as well as of l\lacWilliam of Clanrickarde. He  
summoned the Mayor and his " brothern" before him, and acting in the 
spirit of the instructions which he had received from the Council of Dublin, 
he had the Mayor and members of the Corporation sworn, according to the 
tenor of the act of supremacy, and further to abjure the power of the Pope. 
He moreover commanded the Mayor to have all the commonalty of the city 
likewise sworn and to certdy the fact to the Court of Chancery. He  states 
that " withgut stopp or gruge the confirmed them sylves." After this he 
adds, he called before him the Bishop of Limerick, not Bishop William Casey, 
who was, after apostatising, appointed Bishop of Limerick, but John C o p 1  
or Quin, and had him sworn in like manner, a fact which appears the 
more singular, and of which very grave doubt exists, because Quin had been 
promoted to the see against the wishes of King Henry, who laboured 
earnestly in favor of Walter Wdesley who was afterwards appointed to 
Kildare.2 C o p  or Quin had assisted at  a synod which was held in Limerick 
by E h u n d  Butler, Archbishop of Cashel, in 1524, and his zeal for the 
iaterests of his religion had been manifested on various important occasions. 
Gray further states that he commanded him to have all his clergy sworn. On 
this occasion Connor WBrien, Prince of Thomond, was present, and promised 
to serve against Morrough, the TanistJ who owned the countryaround O'Brien's 

1 State papera. 2 Ware's Bishops. 
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Bridge. This Connor O'Brien died in 1539,  and was the last of the 
race of Brian Boroimhe who up to the hour of his death exercised regal 
functions in the ancient kingdom of Thomond.1 During his stay in Limerick, 
Gray impeached certain of the merchants of the city of treason for victualling 
and maintaining Morogh O'Brien and other " Iryshe Rebels." Stephen 
Harold, Treasurer of the city; Pierce, Walter Edmund and James Harold, 
merchants, Thomas and Bartholomew Strytch, merchants, and Robert Lens, 
merchant, were among the number. The property of the treasurer (Stephen 
Harold) was codscated, the others named were imprisoned, for the Lord 
Deputy resolved to carry things with a high hand in his dealings with the 
 citizen^.^ 

On the next day, James of Desmond, and O'Brien with their retinue 
came to him, and on the 8th of July, he removed with them into Morrogh 
O'Brien's country, and there took his castle of Ballyconnel,3 and Clare 
[Clare More], invaded, burnt and destroyed Morrogh's country that day. 
On the morrow, because he would not conform to good order or reformation 
t o ~ a r d s  the king, Gray encamped that night at Clare castle: and upon the 
next day James of Desmonde and O'Brien departed ; and then he proceeded 
to Clanrickarde, where he encamped that night, and the 10th of July, 
repaired to a castle called Bally Clare, which he rifled and not chalice or 
cross left in it belonging to Richard Oge Burgh, which did much hurt to 
your towne of Galway," '<and the same dyd take and deliver to Ullyck 
Oborgh, now lately made Capitayn of that countre" [and knighted by Gray]. 
He  remained eight days in Galway, where he was entertained by the Mayor, 
and Ulick Burke gave all the "Iryshe retinue," that was with him in 
his countrey, " frelye mete, dry& and lodging. Lyck order, as I toke with 
the Mayor of Lymyryck, hys brothern, and the Busshop as touching theyr 
othes to your Majestie, and the refusall of the usurped power of the Buss- 
hopp of Rome, lyck order toke with the Mayor of Galaay, and his brothern 
and the Busshop." About this time, it would appear a serious dispute 
arose between the Deputy and Edmond Sexten, who had hitherto been very 
p o d  friends. W e  take from the Arthur MSS. an important item of intelli- 
gence, which goes to show how matters stood in this instance, and which 
givesves an account of the achievements of S e x t e ~  on a very memorable 
occasion :- 

In the 27th and 28th Henry 8th : Edmond Sexten being Mayor, O'Brien's 
Bridge was destroyed, by which the robbers of Thomond rushed into the 
rest of the Province of Munster and safely returned with their preys. This 
Edmond Sexten was born in Limerick, but descended from the family of the 
Sesnans in Thomond. He  passed over into England where he became sewer 
of the king's chamber from whom he obtained in the late catastrophes of 
religion two monasteries in Limerick, one of the Holy Cross, and the other 
of St. Francis with all its funds and profits. At length the citizens being 
offended, having obtained the royal letters, he was admitted into the Mayoralty 

I O'Donoughue's History of the O'Briens. 2 State Papers. 
The Castle is called by Gormanstowne Ballycongle, and by Bp. Parry, Balljconnell. 

According to hi narrative, the garrisons both of it and of (!lare Castle fled at the sight of 
ordnance- Y 

4 The ConfesQ'iod' states that they remained at Clare two nights, and that at their removing 
from thence there began a great schism, and a dangerous fray, betwaeu Desmond and the Lord 
Deputy, for O'Mulryads hostage ; in so much that the former put himself in array to have given 
battle, were it not that Sir Thomas Butler, being familiar and bold with Desmond, with great 
address and difficulty, took up thematter with them. And Desmond, being pacified with Butler, 
returned home. 

which he valiantly executed, for when Lord Leonard Grey, Viceroy, conducted 
the Royal army into Limerick with a determined resolution to slaughter all 
the inhabitants in one night, I know not for what reason, except that he 
bore a mortal hatred against them for their constancy in the orthodox religion, 
and he deceitfully removed out the Mayor and the better part of the city 
bands to assault Carrigopnnel they being displeased at the peace, the 
Mayor having somewhat discovered the Viceroy's treacherous contrivance flies 
into the city at midnight,. hastens almost out of breath with his guards to the 
Viceroy's house,knocks loudly at the gate,the porter having delayed and refused 
him entrance, he threatened instantly to tear the gates asunder. He  was then 
admitted,and having found theViceroyandal1 the commanders and men at arms 
of the army waiting for the destined hourof slaughter,he asked theviceroy what 
was the meaning of that unusual appearance of armed men, pipers and 
drummers thus assembled, who did not give him genuine but feigncd reasons. 
Lest by the loss of time the intended wickedness might not be brought to 
maturity, the Viceroy advised him immediately to return into the city, but 
he fully detected the hidden contrivance of the treacherous general slaughter, 
and produced from the inside of the bosom of his soldier's coat the king's 
patent which he had a good while by him ; and due respect being given he 
ordered it to be read quite over, by virtue of which he positively commanded 
the Viceroy in the king's name that he should not attempt anything secretly, 
unknown to and without consulting him in his government of the Province 
of Munster; and that he should not pres-me to devise anything to the pre- 
judice of that royal city committed to his care (for that was the tenour of 
the Itoyal letters) and he declared if the Viceroy had ordered any to stir up 
tumults in the city, that he would in the first place restrain and set them in 
order. Thus did he deliver the city from the threatened destruction.' 

The Council of Ireland writing to Cromwell in 1538 state that uuder- 
standing Edmond Sexton2 intended at this season, to repair thither, they had 
thought good for their discharge, to acquaint his Lordship Crommell partly 
of his demeanour; upon contention moved between him and the citizens of 
the city of Limerick. Sexten was accused before the Council of high treason, 
for which being committed into ward in the King's Castle of Dublin, he alleged 
before them that he proposed to go to England to instruct the king and 
Cromwell, " of weighty matters touching the kinges honour, and an highe 
advancement of his revenues;" for which causes he required to be out on 
bail. The council having heard the particulars of his complaint accounted 
them of small effect to trouble either the king or his council. I n  this letter 
the council throw very great doubts on the sincerity of Sexten, who, they 
allege, was not successful in his proceedings against Desmond and O'Brien, 
and they state that "the truth is his coming thider (as we be informed) is 
specially to accuse and disturb the citizens of Lynerick, for malice and dis- 
pleasure he beare to them ; among whom, ondoubtcdlie he hath moved great 
dissension and displeasure. And considering the situation of the sayd cittie 
to be in the mydes, as it were, of the Kingis rebelles and ennemyes, with whom 
we knowe they must by and sell, or elles lacke all vitelles, and tracte of 
merchandises; we thiuke the inhabitantes of it to be wort11y praise and com- 
mendation, both for ther obedience to the laws, and that they kepe the citie 

1 Arthur MSS. 
S This name is spelled indifferently Sexten and Sexton. In the pnprr rcfrrrinp to him, as ucll 

as to the events of the period, I prefer using the old and somea hat rugged rt? lc of the chronicles 
of the times. 
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alwaies in that wise, that it is the onlie key, releve, and socour to the Kinge, 
his Deputie, and army, against all men, whcnsoever they com thider. And 
whatsoer the inhabitants be, as, in good faith, having respect, where they 
dwell, we take them to be good, it were a shrewcle policie to subvert the 
hoole citie for a few eivel. And they, on thother side, beare him dis- 
pleasure, and, as thcy saie, they moche abhorre him, because he is an Irishman 
of blode, and (as they saie) he useth himself according to his nature. How- 
beit he is made denhen and free by the King, so as he hath been chargour 
there, contrbry to the Inglishe statutes and thew liberties. They saie also that 
he, his brcdercn, kynsmen, and adherantes, been mere Geraldines, and that 
parte of his bredcrcn were slayne in defence of the Castele of Maynothe ; so 
as in respccte of his Irish Mode and corrupt affection to traytours, they 
saye they doe not trust him.' 

In an extract from the minutes of Council; with the King's commands, 
it is stated that as the law is continually kept at Dublin, and that between 
Dublin nnd Limerick the distance is 120 miles, and so many dangers between, 
" and as few or none dare passe without some strength which poore suitors 
have not," it is suggested that a Council of a President and four Councillors 
under a Secretary be established; the President to have diet for himself, 
and the rest £ ' N O  yearly. Every Councillor for his entertainment, and 
finding his own horse and servant, L50 yearly, and the Secretary of the 
Council, £26:13:4 yearly, with such reasonable fees as thc country may 
bear. The Archbishop of Cashel is suggested as a meet President. 

In  a later letter from the Council of Ireland to Secretary Cromwell: 
Limerick is represented as a city situated among Irish and English rebels, 
pretending to have privileges of the King as other maritime cities, to buy and 
sell, and as a place that deserves to be protected only because it is a succour 
and a refuge always for the King's Deputy, when he wars against the dis- 
obedient Dcsmonds, Brians, Bourkes, and many other like in those parts. 
In  this lettcr it is stated that, owing to the "misinformation" given by 
Edmond Scxten to the Lord Deputy during his last journey in Munster, 
more damage and inquietude had happened among the citizens than any 
anticipated honor or profit to the King. 

There is no doubt, notwithstanding all these complaints, that Sexten suc- 
ceeded in rehining the good graces of his royal master, for, in 1538-9, 29th 
and 30th of Hemy,he granted by PrivySeal "to theKing's well beloved sewant 
Edmond Scxten, sewer of his chamber," of the Monastery, Priory or cell of 
St. Mary-house, the site, ambit, or ground thereof, and all lordships, manors, 
lands, advowsons of churches, tithes, chapels, chantries, spiritual and tem- 
poral, thereunto belonging, within the precinct of Limerick, city or comty, 
in as large and ample manner as Sir Patrick Harold, late Prior, held the 
same, together with all the goo& and utensils of the house ; to hold to said 
Sexten and the heirs male of his body, by the service of one knight's fee ; 
with directions for the issue of a commission for the dissolution of said 
monastery. And, 81th Henry VIII., we find grant from the King to 
Edmond Sestcn ancl his assips, for life, of £8 sterling, annually, which the 

' . 
1 The Corporation of Limerick snbseclnentlp made a Complaint to Cromwell against Sexten, 

upon which the Irish Council, on the 20th of Bray, 1539, reported, that though he was the king's 
srrvmt, they could not vin5icate his conduct. The Complaint is in the Chapter House, and the 
report in the Stale Payer Ofice ; and in the Lambeth Library is a memorial of bis services, before, 
during, and nfter his mnyornltp in Limerick.-State Papers. 

2 State Papers. State Papers. 
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King and his ancestors heretofore received in the name of fee farm, out of 
the city of Limerick. 

The execution of the decrees of Henry could have no firmer partizan than 
Edmond Sexton, judging from the high estimation in which he was held by 
his unscrupulous master. He soon had his revenge of Lord Leonard 
Grey, who had been unsparing in his destruction of the shrines and sacred 
places of the land. Among other fell atrocities he caused the most precious 
shrine of St. Bridget, St. Patrick and St. Columba, which was in Down, to 
be burned and the ashes thereof to be cast to the winds' :- 

" In  Burgo Duno tumulo tumulantur in uno, 
Brigida, Patricius atque Columba pius." 

Angllc2 
" Brigid, Patrick and Columb of renown, 
Were all three entombed in the town of Down." 

This outrage took place in the year 1538, but the divine vengeance quickly 
fell upon him for this and for other crimes ; his head was cut off in London 
in the year 1541. 

Sexten now grew in favor every day. The letters which passed between 
him and the king show that a strong mutual feeling of consideration and 
fidelity prevailed; and that the services performed by him were of such a 
nature as to win the substantial recognition of his Majesty. 

Desmond, through Sexten's influence, wrote the following letter :- 
To His Soveraigne Liege Lord tAe King's Majestie. 

" Be it known to all men by these presents that I, James Fitzjohn of 
Desmond, bynde me, mine heyres, my goodes moveable and unmovable, my 
fideltie and trueth to my frend Edmond Sexten, to fulfill and performe all 
such things as the said Edmond shall speake to the King's Majestie and his 
councell in England as hereafter follows : 

First-That I shall bringe to the Kynge's Majestic's coffers all the cheeffe 
rents that O'Bryen and Mac I Bryen Arra hath upon the country of 
Lymmerike ; and also all the Abbey lands and goodes that are in Mounster 
to the Kpg ' s  hands, and I and my friends and servants shall take them to 
fearme. Also that all the Lordes and Gentlemen of Mounster, Englishe and 
Irishe, shall pay a certain chiefe rent to the Kyng's Ma.jestie, so as it shall 
be a great re~enue.-And for the more performance of the premises, I, the 
said James, subscribed this with my hand and sett to it my seale the 20th 
day of June." 

Henry addresses cc to our mytie and well beloved Sir John Desmond within 
our land of Ireland," a letter of " righte heartie and cordial thankes ;" and 
states that he has " conceived and graven the same in our hert and shall 
retorn and sucede to you no little profitt and advancement." The king 
writes a much longer and more particular letter to Desmond, in which he 
acquaints him fully of all that has been told him by his " trustie and well 
beloved servdnt, Edmond Sexten, of the humble submission with a promise 
to observe towards us from henceforth such faythe and loyaltie as to your 
duty of alleygeance appertaineth, and shall be consonant to the oEce of a 
true and faithful subject, which we accept greatlie to our consolaticion, and 
give unto you therefor our righte harty thankes and condigne." <<The king 
says Dr. Thomas Arthur2 wrote another letter to James Fitzjohn of Desmond, 

"But the walls as well of the cathedral aa of the little chapel, where tbe most sacred relicka 
Were deposited, exist to this day, as I saw them in the year 1751."-De Buryo, Bib. Dom. p. 242. 

Arthur MSS. 
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umbntim with his patent letter, only he accused hi& of assisting " the rebel1 
Thomas Pitzgeralcl which mueli of~enclcd the Kynge and his conhmonwell in 
Ireland." IIis Majesty wrote a letter in Latin, of which language he was 
an tlccomplislied master, in which he speaks in the highest terms of Edmond 
Sexten, and states " that Edmond Sexton, his dearly beloved, will tell him 
(Sir John of Ilrsuiontl) more fully his minde on the affairs respecting which 
he writes." This letter is dated from his Royal Palace near London, the 
17th of January, 1534. Before Scsten's impeachment a report was sent to the 
King, as to how " Edmund Sexteri, your grate sewant," being then Maier of 
your Cyt,tie of Lymerilce in the journey to O'Uryen's Bridge did not only 
right diligently endeavour hyin to serve your hfajestye, but also in all other 
your grate afhyrs as in practising with O'Bryne and James of Desmonde and 
all other yonr disobeytlyent snbjrcts to allure them to his power to your 
grate obedyency, and lykewise in his present with the cytenzens of Lymerick 
clicl forwardly, diligently and hardly ettectual service in every imploye of 
that journey to his grate charge, lnbo~~rs and paynes, &C." This " petytion" 
is signed by Leonard Gray, John U;~rnmall, your grate Chancellor; George 
Dubhn, James Rawson, Yryor of l<ilrnaynam; William Bmbazon, Gerald 
Aylmer, Justice; Thomas Lutterell, Justice; Yatryke Finglass, Baron; 
Tho~nas Justice; h t r y k e  Whyte, Baron. 

O'Brien writes the following to the king, in which he admits all that Sexton 
had done in his Majesty's favor :- 

O'Brim to King IIeny  lrIII. 
Bfoste noble, excellent, high, and mighty Prince, and my most redoubted Soveraigne High 

Lord, in the humblest manner that I can or may, I recomeud me unto your Majestie ; I 
Couonghure O'Bryen, called Prince of Thonlond in your land of Ireland. Advertysing, that I 
received your most dread letters by vour servant, Edmond Sesten, now Mayor of your Citty of 
Lymericke, the 20th day of ~epteniber, in your most noble Be ige  the BGth, dated a t  your 
Mannor of Langlee, where I perceived partly your minde, in especiall, that I should give firme 
evidence to your said servant. This is to advertise your Bfajesty of trouth that I was credible 
enformed, that the said letters were counterfeit, by my Lord of Ossery, and by my Lord his 
sonne, and by your said aervant; which was the principal1 cause, that I did not receive such 
rewards as your said servant profered me and my brother, and that I did not write to your 
highness according to my duty;  and that was t l ~ e  cause that I did not follow the conncell of 
your said servant in your behalfe, till thys tyme: humbly beseeching your Majesty to pardon 
me of my negligence in that behalfe. 

And as for the receiving of Thomas FitzGernld into my countrey; I insure you that I never 
sent for him, privy nor apperte, into my countrey ; but I could not, for very shame, refuse him 
of meat and driuke, and such little goods as we have. And as well I insure your grace that 1 
never went, nor one of miue, to aid the said Thomas agniust your grace is subjects, and if I 
would have helpen him with my power, I assure your highnesse he would not have come in this 
toilment, at the least. 

And as for to certifie you of the goeing of James Delnhide towarda the Emperour, I insure 
your grace that it  was never by my will ; and to prove the trouth of the same, I insure your 
pace, that ever he come, with power or w~thout power, I sha1I take or banish him to the utter- 
most of my power : also beseeching your grace to pardon me of my negligence in that behalfe. 

Furthermore advertising your grace, that I have received your most dread letters. dated a t  
your Mannos of Westmester, the 10th day of September, in your Reigne the 27th year, by the 
hands of your servant, Edmond Sexteu, wherein I percieve your grace is jealous and displeasor 
with me, and as well your grace will be me to give ferme credence to your said servant, I insure 
your grace, that if I had the conszill of your sermnt, and of our bIaster Doughtoure Nej-dane, 
Thomas Young, hl .Iohn Srthur FitzXicholas, alderman of yow said eitty, a t  the first time, as 
I am informed by them now of yotu brace, and of your power and bountie, I had never done 
nothing prejudicial1 to your grace is pleasure ; but I was counselled by light people, whereof now 
I am right sorrie. But now, seeing that all thiuges is done and passed for laeke of experience, I 
humbly beseech your grace to take me to your mercy. And your grace has good cause soe to 
take me; for I insore that all nline ancestors, and I myself, hath done right good service to your 
grace's deputies in this land of Ireland. Therefure 1 humbly beseech your grace, as lowly as 
Any subject can or may, to pardon me of all the premises, nud aud all that I have in the 
world, is and shall be at your commnudnicnt. 

I n  1540 the Lord Deputy and Council write to Henry VIII. and speak of 
the determined attitude of the Desmonde (the pretended Earl) OJNeill, 
O'Donnell, O'Brien, O'Molloy, O'Connor, young Gerald, &C., and their 
resolution to raise the Geraldine sect and uphold the " usnrpd" supremacy 
"of the Bishop of Rome." The lctter states that the land of Ireland is 
" by estimations and descriptions as large as Englande9-and proceeds :- 

"But to enterprise the hole extirpation and totall destruction of all the 
Irishmen of the lande, it wold be a marvailous sumptious charge, and grcat 
difficultie; considering both the lacke of inhabitors, and the great hardness 
and mysery these Irishmen can endure, both of hongre, colde, thurst, 
and e d l  lodging, more then thinhabitantes of any other lande. And by pre- 
sident of the conquest of this lande, we have not hard or redde i;l 
any crbnycle, that at such conquests the hole inhabitantes of the lande have 
bene utterly extirped and bannisshed. Whcrefore we think the easiest way 
and least charge were, to take such as have not heynously offended to a 
reasonable submission, and to prosecute the principalles with all q g o r  and 
extremytie." It is recommended in another of these state papers that garrisons 
should be formed in several cities. That rat Limerick 1000 soldiers whereof 
horseman 300, gunners 200, archers 400, and billmen 100, should be raised. 
This letter is dated from Dublin, 18th January, 31st year of the king's 
" most victorious reigne." 

I n  1542, the Council repaired to the city of Limerick, on the 15th of 
February, and held a Parliament which they continued to the 10th of March. 
This Parliament stood prorogued to the 7th of Bovember, and was further 
prorogued to the flend of December, when it met at  Dublin, and adjourned 
again to Limerick. According to the Statute Book it sat only to the 
7th of March, three days less than the term mentioned in the despatch 
from the Deputy and Council to the Ling. I n  the same despatch O'Brien 
is lauded as a very sober man, and likely to continue " a  treue sub- 
ject." A subsidy of 20 marks yearly is ordered out of the county of 
Limerick, and 60 marks out of the county Tipperary. Upon the Irishmen 
of certain quarters mentioned-first upon Mac I Brien 60 golglas for a 
month-and 6d. sterling out of every plowland in his country-upon Tu- 
lagh Mac Brien, Captain of Ycownagh, £5 rent sterling yearly, upon O'Ken- 
nedy and MCEgg (Egan) , $10 yearly, Irish-O'hlulryan £40 15s. yearly rent, 
and 60 galoglas a month-O'Dwyre 8d. sterling out of every plowland in 
his countrey, and 40 gallowglas for a month, yearly. fi They complain of 
the great lacke that will be here of learned men and other ministers to 
reside about Lymerick, daily to see justice ministered there, laying farre 
from Dublin, where your highness lawes be executed, and no man there 
learned to stay or order anything among them." 

And as if it  would please your grace to be soe good and gracious to this p o r e  land, and to 
use your poor subjectea, as to send some nobleman to govern us ; and in especiall, if it  would 
please your highness to send your sonne, the Duke of Richmond, to this poor contrey, 1 insuro 
your grace that I and my brother, and all my kinsmen, with all my frienda, shall doe him as 
lowly service, and as trew, as any man liveing ; and I, my kinsmen, and all my friends, shall 
right gladly receive him to our foster sonne, after the custom of Ireland, and shall live and dye 
in his right and service for ever, and binde us to the same, after your pleasure known, by 
writeing to ns by yonr servant Edmond Sexten, to whom we remit al l the rest of our mindes to 
yam grace. As the Holy Trixiitie knoweth, who have our Majesty in his must tender tuycion, 
to your hark's deoire. Written at my bfannor of Clohe Rawde [Clonroad, Ennis], the 13th 
day of October. 

Conohqr O'Rqen, Prince of TV omana. 



The despatch is dated from the castle of Catherlaghe (Carlow), the last 
day of March, in the 33rd of the reign of Henry VIII. 

In the expedition to O'BrienJs Bridge, so often referred to, Sexten was 
desired in the following letter which appears in the Arthur MSS.' to give his 
assistance :- 

To our tmstie and well beloved, the Maior, Baylives, Aldermen, and 
Cityzens of the cittye of Lymerick. 

Trustie and right well beloved we grete you well, and desire and praye 
you also neverthelesse in the kyng's name charge according, our former 
writing of haster night, you with your companie in all haste, repayre unto 
us with your pilteaxes, speades, shovels, matokes, axes, and other such 
engines for the breaking of O'Bryen's Bridge. Yee knoo well wee have but 
3 dayes victualls, and cannot sett forth conveniently, till your comying, 
wherefor make speede with all haste possible, and lett victualls be brought 
by water. Yee knowe the king's honor on@ and all your wealths lyeth 
uppon this our proceedings at this instant tyme, fayle yee not hereof, as ye 
intend ever our good will, and for the contrary will answer at yo~ir pril to 
the king. From the Campe this morning, 

Leonard Gray, 
TO the Mair of Lyrnirke, in hast post haste. 

I A summary of the achievements of Edmond Sexten from the Arthur MSS. is of some interest: 
" Edmond Sexten was employed by the king in the commission with the Earl of Desmond, the 

Bishop of Emlaye, and Mr. Agard, for the suppression of all the religious houses in Mounster, in 
which journey he spent f D sterling. He was a mayne help with the cittizens of Limn~erick to 
take in the castle of Deryknockane from the rebells, and Lord Leonard Grey left the keeping 
thereof to Sexten's own care for the six years, which cost him in all f 39 16s. sterling. He was 
emplopd by the Kyng to the traitor Thomas Fitzgerald, in hope to reduce him to subjection, 
whereof he fayled, but certified his Majestie of the refractoriness of the said Fitzgerald. 

After that he was three severall tymes employed by the King to the Earl of Desmond and 
other Lords in Munster, to keepe them in theit loyaltie, and from adhering to the said Thomas 
and his complices. The then Lord Deputie and Councell oftentymes employed him to that effect 
to the said lords and to O'Bryen, to John of Desmond, and to his son James, and to Donough 
O'Bryen and others. 

He served at  his own cost a t  the taking of Knockgraffon, Dungarvan, Carrigognnnel, 
the first and second time; Ballimcounell Castle in Thon~ond and Clare, and Clononkenie, 
in the countie of Lymrick. He toke Donnell O'Bryen's galley, which did much prejudice the 
King's subjects in the river of Shenan. He sent his men, who slew the rebell called Slico 
(O'Connor Sligo), which did offend the cittizens much, and threatened to burn Lymerick. EIe 
caused Edmond Bourke and his sonne to pay L1G to such of the cittizens as they have robbed 
thereof. He caused William Rtzjames Geraldine to bestow the prey which he toke from some 
of the cittizena. His men brought home the cattle which were taken away the night before by 
some of the rebells. He apprehended one Xacloghlen Baukaks sonn, and another rehell, whome 
he caused to pay f 24 for their ransome, which he gave to such of the cittizens as the said Ma- 
cloghlen's sonn formerly caused to pay him ransome of f 16. He with a small companie burned 
the toune and castle in the Island called Hlanrogane, and faught with many of the rebells there, 
of whom they killed many, and burnt others, and brought his men with their goods home salfe. 
He toke a galley and a half galley from Wourough O'Bryan, which he carried by land a myle 
and a half, and then lanced them to the water, and brought them to Lymricke. He issued a t  
midnight out of Lymricke towards the Bishop of Killalowe and his two sonnes, but they nnrrowly 
escaped him, quitting their horses and baggage, whereon they seized. He burned Kilcordane and 
Clonemoniayne, in O'Bryen's countrie. He allured James of Desmond to come into the Lord 
Deputie's camp and laye in his tent and wayte on him to Limerick, and in his progress through 
Thomond within two mi le  of Galway, where they tooke leave and came to Lymrick, and the 
Lord Deputie went to Galway. He payed E40 in part pa-pent of 1000 Duckatts, which he 
promised to Doilongh O'Bryan for betrnying and delivering up into his hands the rebell Thomas 
Fitzgedd, being then with O'Brien in Thomond, as he undertook to doe, but fayled in perfor- 
mance thereof." 

A very large masJ of correspondence contnins among the rent, sereral letters written 
by the king to his Deputy Lord Leonard Grey, in which he strongly reminded our 
trusty and well beloved Edmond Sexten, one of the gentlemen of our chamber and may be 
of that our city of Lymerick to doo unto ua faithful and acceptable serrice-and 
tells Gray "in all your proceedings in our affairs concerning the reduction of the 
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In  a letter from the Council of Ireland to Cromwell, dated from Cashel, 
Aups t  24thJ an account is given of the recapture of the castle of Carri- 
gogunnel, by Donogh O'Brien, Ossorg, and the Lord De Gray; in the assault 
ordnance and arrows were used, and thirteen of those who were within the castle 
were slain with ordnance, and four with arrows. There were 40 of OssoryJs 
party also killed. The keeping of the castle was then given to Ossory. 

inhabitants thereaboutts to our obeysance and due reformation or as the state shall 
require in prosecuting of the same, the obcyance and indurate mynde so requiring ye 
doo tak unto you our said Sexton, and but begin wnsnlt whereby the said inhabitants may per- 
ceyve our estimaycion and favour born unto hym, by whych means he shall now the better 
allure them to our obeysance, and consequently by his experience and polyte the rather obtain 
the desired purposes in our affairs in those quarters." We have also the letters of Henry to 
Sexton, and of Sexton to Henry. Henry writes a special and lengthy letter commencing 
cc Henry by the Kinge-Trustie and well beloved we grete you well"--returning thanks for the 
series of servicesperformed. adding "taking you to noit (note) that being advertised how like 
goode, true, and faithful subjects ye have resisted the malicious enterprises of Thomas Fitzgerald 
that faulse Traytor and Rebell and other his accomplices there, we have thought goode not 
onleye to give unto you our hearty thanks for the same, but also to signifye unto you that we 
shall not faile for to remember your integritie declared therein, as shall he to your benefits, 
wealthe and commoditie hereafter. Ye shall also understande that whereas the fee farm of that 
our cittie remaineth for sundrie yeares behind and unpaid, sythens (since) our subject Richard 
Ffox was first maier thereof, we have authorised and appointed our trustie and well beloved 
servant Edmond Sexton, sewer of our Chamber, to receyve of you to our use the said arrearages 
soe behind, so unpayed, whose acquitance in that behalf shai be your su5cient discharge as from 
yere to yere from henceforth to tak and receyeve into his hands our said fee farm being ten 
pundee by the yere till ye shall further know of our pleasure." The letter goes on a t  further 
length, as "given under our signet, at  our Manor of Lmgley, the 21st day of September, the * * * yeare of our reigne"-and is addressed " to the Righte Trustie and well beloved, the 
Mrier, Baylilffes, Aldermenne and Cittizzens of the Citie of Lymerick." Not content with these 
ex~ressions of favor to the Mayor, Corporation and citizens, Henry wrote to the Council and 
~ d r ~ o r s t i o n  of the city as follows :- 

Heny Rez. By the King. 
Trustie and right well belored, we grete you well, and perceyving bp your letters and credence 

sent unto us in tbe person of our trustie and well beloved servant, Edmond Sexten, Mayor of 
that our cittie, your desire concerning the confirmation of your charter and libertyes, with 
certain additions in the specialities whereof, ye further instructed the same our servant concern- 
ing your faitbfull loyal herts towards us, with your dilligent service to our good contentation 
and pleasure, like as for the same we give unto you our right harty and condign thankes. We 
be right favorable willing and inclyneable not only to yor said pursuits, but also shall be the 
semblable in all other your reasonable petitions. And for this tyme, in token of our favor 
towards you, we have written unto our deputie there that at  his next repayre unto our prce, he 
shall leave one of our great pieces of ordinannces, with shott and pouder necessary, in your 
custodye within that our cyttie, there to remayne, and be dwayes in a readyness for the advance- 
ment of d enterprosses ir~ those ptes, to be attempted and sett forwardes by your said servant 
and his coadjutor, our trustie and well beloved John Arthnr FitzXcl~olac, one of your brethern 
of that your cittye. Byde unto them at  all seasons, consellying, fa~ouring, aveding and assist- 
ing tc the hest of yew power, a8 our speciali trust m you. Given under our signet at  our 
Manor of Westmr, the last day of May. 

To the Counsel1 and Corporation of our cittie of Lymericke. 
In  addition to his other qualifications, Edmond Sexton was an author. He wrote a book 

by the King's commandment L. for the reformation of those parts," and among his papers were 
f&nd the names of the castles, lands, rivers, creeks, important places, territories, lordships, with 
their lords, on each side of the Shannon to Loop Head. He states that in the Island of Innis- 
cattery, the merchants of Limerick dwelt, and had castles and store houses of their own inheritance 
-that there was an image of St. Senan in the island, which was regarded with the utmost 
devotion by the people, and a great old church, wherein woman never went since the time of St. 
Senan, with a provost as warden, who singly dibursed a hundred marks yearly. He recom- 
mend3 that a future church be built on the island. Moore wrote, or rather translated from the 
Latin, the beautiful and well-known verses " St. Senanus and the Lady." 
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C H A P T E R  X I I I .  
SUCCESSES OF TIIE ENGLISH-FRUITS OF THE REFORMAIYON. 

THE events sumrnariscd in the last chapter occupy a perind of between 
seven and eight years.' We need not refer to the extraordinary changes 
which took place in consequence of thcse successes of the English in a coun- 
try where they had heretofore had little if any footing except within the 
walls of the city where they had been endeavouring to establish themselves 
for some centuries before. I n  1537, the Earl of Kildare, whose rebellion 
had caused sore annoyance to the government, and who is styled by the 
annalists "the best man of the English in Ireland of his time," and his 
father's five brothers, namely, James, Oliver, John, Walter, and Richard, 
were put to death in London; all the Gerddines of Leinster were eithcr 
exiled or put to the sword ; the Earldom of Kildare was vested in the King, 
and every one of the family who was apprehended, whether lay or ecclesiastic, 
was put to death. I t  appears from a letter written by Lord Thomas, to 
Rothe? that during his confincrnent he was treated with the greatest indignity 
-he was not pcruutted to cnjoy Lhc merest necessaries of life; for his clothes, 
which were tattered, he was indebted to the charity of others, his fellow 
prisoners, who took pity on him. IIe wrote a letter to Rothe, in which the 
following passage appears :-cc I never had any mony sins I came into pryson, 
but a nobull, nor have I had neither hosyn, doublet, nor shoys, nor shyrt, 
but on [one] nor any other garmcnt, but a synggle fryse gowne ; for a velve 
fyrryd wythe bowge, and so I have gone woltvord and barefore, and bare- 
leggd, diverse times (when ytt hath not ben very warme) ; and so I shall have 
done st,yll, and now, but that pore prysoners, of their gentylnes, hath 
sumtyme geven me old hosyn, and shoys and old shyrtcs." The grief and 
misery which prevailed throughout Ireland for the fall and extermination of 
the illustrious Geraldines of Leinster, were expressed in the loudest and most 
unmistakeable manner; and to add to the sorrow with which the heart of the 
nation was stricken, it was just at this time that the "Reformation" in 
England and in Ireland began to mnnifcst the existence of its bitter fruits. 
The possessions of monks, canons, nuns, brethren of the cross-i.e., the 
crosseii or crouched friars-and the four poor orders-i.e, the orders of Mi- 
nors, Preachers, Carmclitcs, and Aupstinians-were suppressed, and their 
properties vested in the King.3 The monasteries were broken down ; the 

I In the year 1535 hILAuliff of Duhdlom, the ruins of whose castle may still be seen near 
Newmarket in the county Cork, pined a great battle, in which were slain the Lord of Claingais, 
or Clulish, a wild district in the Uarony of Upper Con~elloe in the South West of the county 
Limerick, with a large battalion of the Clan Sheehy, i.e. BIac Sheehy, who were of Scottish 
origin (see O'Donavan's Annals of the Four Masters, ad. an. 1535) and hereditary gallowglasser 
of Irelnnd. In this battle was slain Mael Murry. son of Brien M'Sweeny. 

Lord Thomas Fitzgerald to Bothe-State Papers. 
The number of abbies which Henry VIII. possessed himself of in England was 645, which 

were levelled to the ground, nnd their lands nnd riches seized-there were 2,347 chapels and 
chantriea in like manner destroyed, nnd their temporalities confiscated ; 110 hospitals, and about 
100 colleges, together with their revenues, were also appropriated to the king's use. Such abbots 
as did not resign their &hies were cruelly put to death-viz. the abbots of Glastonbury, of 
Reading, of Gloucester, of Wbately, of Gerveana, of Sawlep, and the Priors of Woburn and 
Burlingtob. With the spoils of St. Thomas of Canterbury's church alone there were twenty-six 
waggons, laden with the richest ornaments, plate, jewels, &c. There is no computing the enor- 
mous wealth which wa3 thus taken possession of by the king to satiate his own brutal lust for 
plunder. In Irehnd the ahbiea, convents. and priories, mere in like manner hnnded over to the 
king, and in 1541 these re.pign;itions were ratified and confirmed by the Irish Parliament. To 
appease the gentry of the nation, "lomping hargaina" wore given to them by the Crown of 
Churcb ltmcls, and thus interest quelled thcir complaints ; so that they beheld the ruins of the 
noble monasteries and convents lounded by their forefathers for the service of God without remorse. 
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roofs and bells were made away with, so that from Arran of the Saints to the 
Iceian Sea,' there was not one monastery that was not broken and shattered, 
with the exception of a few in Ireland, of which the English took no heed- 
some of which appear not to have been known to them for a long time after 
this disastrous period, and in the neighbourhood of which the friars continued 
to live, as at Multifarnham, Ballyhaunis, &C., until a comparatively recent 
period2 

The Chief Justiciary, Gerald Aylmer, meantime arrived in Limerick, in the 
33rd year of Henry's reign, and made an inquisition, with his fellow com- 
missioners, '' touching some things taken up to the King's use at Limerick 
upon the suppression, and other crown matters." He ordered the mayor and 
bailiffs to come before him and his commissioners, and to summon " 18 free 
and l a d u l  men" of the bailiwick on the Friday before St. Patrick's Day, to 
enquire into sundry matters. The inquisition was accordingly taken on the 
13th of February, and the particulars of it, as we find them in the Arthur 
MSS., which go into many subjects in detail which deserve to be put on record. 
These, which will be found in the note, will give some notion of the great 
riches with which the abbies and monasteries of these days were filled, before 
they fell a prey to the rapacious spoliation of the brutal and merciless Henry.' 
They have never, we believe, been hitherto published. 

With the exception of the Butlers, and very few others, there were none 
in favour of these proceedings. Many of the old statutes of Kilkenny for 
the extinction of friendships between "the Irishrie and Englishrie," and the 

I The name by which the ancient Irish writers called the sea that divides England from France. 
2 Note in Annals of the Four Nnsters. 

.a An office declaring the possessions of the king's castle Lymerick, and touching some things 
taken up to the king's use nppon the suppression at  Lymerick, and other crown matters. 

" Gerald Aylmer, knight, that is captain, and justiciary of our lord the king i.. the pleadings 
before the same lord and king in hia land of Ireland, and to his fellow commiasioners of our lord 
the king within the county of Limerick, as well within the liberties as without, to inquire about 
all  singular treasons, murders, felonies, transgressions, and other offences whatever, within the 
aforesaid county, committed only whenever perpetrated, and the hearing and deciding same, and 
further proceeding as in the letters patent of the said lord our king, whence to me and my fellow 
commissionera aforesaid being (so) appointed is more fuUy contained. We command the mayor 
and bailiffs that they cause to come before the commissioners aforesaid, 18 free and lawful men 
of your bailiwick of the city aforesaid on the Friday before the feast of St. Patrick, Bishop, 
which is next to be, to enquire about articles touching our lord the king, and further to do what 
bhall ll given them in command; and that you have there the names of the said 18 men and 
this precept. Witness the aforesaid justiciary at Limerick, 8 day of March, in the 33rd year of 
the reign of King Henry VIII. 

The inquisition taken before the king's commrs. at  Lymerick the Thursday next after Shrofft 
Tuesday which was the 13th day of Februarii in the 33 yeare of our Sorereign Lord, King 
Henry the Eighth, by the jurors following, David White, alderman, Thomas Young, alderman, 
Patrick Fanning, alderman, Stephen Creagh, alderman, William Fanning, alderman, Dominik 
White, alderman, David Ryce, Georga Stretch, Andrew Harrold, Stephen Comyn, James Creagh, 
Wiiliam Verdon, Rowland Arthur, Thomas Long, Humphray Arthur, John Comyn. Wee find 
that the king's ca~tle hath by the yeare ten pounds of the fee-farm of the citty of Lymerick 
which E10 Mr. W'iliam Wyse doth receive yearly as constable of the said castle under the king. 
Item wee do finde that there are twoe gardiies adjoyninge to the south side of the Ilande pertayne- 
ing to the said king's castle which the said constable hath. Item more wee finde that the pasture and 
grazeing of the said iland appertayne to the said king's castle. The inhabitants of the said cittie 
having their ingress and regress for their pastyme therein without an7 interruption or lett. Item 
more wee doo finde that there belongeth to the said castle tenn shillings a yearely rent to the 
Ile weare ~ h i c h  lyeth on the east side of Corbally. Item, we fynde that there belongeth to the 
said castle of every ship resorting to the said cittie, with wheate or salt, being noe freeman's 
goods of the same citt); one measure of salte, and one of wheate and of every boath or galey 
laden with heareings or o~.sters, as is aforesaid, one hundred of heareing, and one hundred of 
oysters soe laden. 
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annihilation of the Irish habit, were ordered to be put in execution.1 
Harpers, Rhymers, Chroniclers, Bards, &C., were ordered to be set upon with 
unsparing vengeance. Silk and satin were forbidden to be worn. The cele- 
brated image of the Blessed Virgin, which Archbishop Browne (the first of 
the English church archbishops of Dublin) called, in the language of the 

Item, wee finde that John Comyns house in the Key lane, do beare yearly to the house of 
Keilmanam, twoe shillings of yearly rent and noe most. Item, wee finde that Patrick Fanning's 
house lynge in Creagh lane, doe bearre to the house of Keilmanam twelf pence of yearly rent. 
And of Patrick Lange's house, next unto the same of yearly rent twelf pence, and a gardine 
lyeing by the spitle twelf pence of yearly rent. Item, wee doe find that in the 30th yeare of 
King Henry the Eighth, Edmond, Archbishop of Cassell, and Walter Cowley, the king's solicitor 
taking uppon them to be -the king's commissioners, did take of the image of the holly roods, 
shoes of silver, wheing twentie seaven unces troy weight wherein weare divers stones the value 
whereof wee cannot tell. And alsoe did take the image of our Ladye of the said church showes 
of silver weighing six unces with divers stones, and fifteene buthons of silver, valueil at  three 
shilling, 9d. str. And neyne crosses of silver, valued at  neyne shillings. And a peare of beades 
of silver, weighing six unces. Item, the said commissioners did take of the black fryers of 
Lymerick the day and yeare above said Sanict Sunday, his showes of silver weighing tenn unces, 
with divers stones, the value whereof wee cannot tell. And &stones of cristall bound with silver 
to our estimation weighing 2 unces. And foure score pound of wax as wee doe think rather 
more than less, being in the said chappele then. And iron being in the said chappell to the sum 
of twentie stones, And above. Item, the 22nd day of Januarii, in the 32 yeare of our sovereigne 
Lord King Henry the Eighth, Mr. Robert Saintlager did take both the greate bell and the small 
be!] out of the same place. Item, we find that David Michell of Lymerick, marchant, have a 
challice of silver, of the grey fryars in his keeping, delivered unto him, by one John O'Linge, a t  
that tyme fryer of the said house, which challice was delivered to Humphrey Sexten. Item, wee find 
that Jobn Skeolan of Lymerick, merchant, have two candlesticks of brass, of the said abbey in 
gage they doe say. Item, wee find tbat John M'Skyddiy of Lymerick, taylor, have a booke of 
the said frj-ars in gage for eight pence. Item, wee find that Stephen Crevagh, hath certain 
glasses of the said fryars which he hath delivered to Humphray Sexten. Item, George 
Sexten hath a vestment of chamlet red with a cross of velvet thereon. Item, John Ryce hath a 
vestment of Ameistock of the said fryers. Item, Humphrey Sexten have received of Leonard 
Crevagh, one challice of silver of the grey fryers. Item, wee finde that Stephen Harrold have a 
gardine of the said fryers by lease for years, paying therefvr yearly sixterne pounds which is 
within the churchyard of the said fryers. Item, Steephen Crevagh hath a particle of the same 
churchyard, and in lease for yeares paying therefor, yearly, sixpence. And Christopher Crevagh 
hath the rest of the said churchyard by lease for years,. paying yearly therefor, 2s. Sd. Item, 
Steephen Crevagh hath a garden of the said fryers, withm the moore of the said fryers by lease, 
paying yearly therefor, 2s. Item, James Harrold hath a garden of the said fryers, by lease, 
paying therefor, yearly, 3s. 4d. Item, John Nagle hath a gardine within the precincts of the 
said freeres, by lease paying therefor, yearly, 3s. 4d. Item, John Nagle hath a little medowe of 
the said freeres, paying therefor, yearly, 3s. Item, more wee find that John Skoylane hath 
another gardiie in the said moore, by lease, paying therefor, yearly, 2s. Item, Nicholas Stretch 
hath a gardine by the little Iland by lease, paying yearly therefor, 8s. sterling. Item, Andrew 
Harrold hath a gardiie in the said moore by lease, paying yearly therefor, 2. 4d. James Fox 
hath a garden by lease and within the precincts of the freeres church, paying yearly therefor 
8s. Item, Leonard Creagh hath another gardine payeing yearly therefor 1s. Item, Dominiok 
Comyn hath one stone house of thesaid freeres, named the fish house, by lease, paying therefor 
yearly sixteen pence. Item, John Nagle hath one other gardine within the said precinct by 
lease, payeing therefor yearlie 16d. Item, John Stretch Fitzgeorge hath one other gardiie by 
lease without the moore, paying yearly therefor 2s. More, the said John hath one house which 
did appertayne to the said freeres, by lease, payinge therefor 2s. Item, Christopher Crevagh 
hath one tenement or voj-de place by lease, payeing therefor yearley 4s. and another voyde 
place, payeing therefore yearly 8s. 4d. Item, wee f p d  that there are tenn acres of land-in Lui- 
thagh, more the two parts of the teythe of the same in Theobot Boorke's country, and three acres 
in Bramhlock and twoe parta of the teythe of the same, and twoe acres in the great croft and the 
twoe parts of the w e  of the same, and tenn acres in Claishcnigilly with the 2 partes of the same, 
why& lands and teythes appertayne to the same freer- Item, wee fynd that the church of 
ScaintePeter and the charchyarde of the same is a cliappell in Keilrone,inO'Rryens countrye,and all 
lands and tenements within the cittie of Lymerick, appertayning to the saide Sainct Peters here- 
after followe. Ibm, wee find that Christopher Harrold hath one gardine and orchard by lease 
for certaine yeares paying therefor yearly 2s. And one house by lease which leawe doth mansion 
that all rent thereof is payed before hand. Item, Ellan Wbyte widdowe hath one orcharde by 
l& payeing therefor yearly, 2s. And Elinor Arthur widdowe hath one gardine and one house 

1 State Papers, Henry VIII. 
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scoffer, the <'Idoll of 'bp,'' and believed to perform wonders and mira- 
cles,' this and " The Staff of Jesus," or crozier of St. Patrick,? were publicly 
burned. 

The persecution suffered during these terrible days by the Irish Catholics 
was not surpassed by that endured by the Church of Christ in its very ear- 
liest times at  the hands of the Pagan Emperors of Rome, " so that it is im- 
possible to narrate or tell its description unless it should be narrated by one 
who saw  it."^ In more remote and hidden places the monasteries, it is true, 
were not molested, simply because they were beyond the reach of the des- 
troyers, but for no other reason. 

The Lords of the Pale at  this period felt that they must introduce Irish 
tenants ; they were not content with the English tillers of the soil, who 
could not live in penury or wretchedness as the Irish, but must sustain 

by lease payeing yearly 16d. Item, Oliver Arthur Fitzrohert, hath one gardine by lease, 
paying yearlie therefor 8d. Item, that Ellen Stacpol widdowe hath one gardine by lease paye- 
ing yearly Sd. Item, that Donogh O'Donnell hath one house by lease payeing yearly therefor, 
16d. Item, there is half one plowland named Ballynagalleagh in the south side of the Curry 
there is underwood and pasture belonging to the same. Item, there is by Loughgair a towne 
called Ballynagalagh in the countye of Lymerick that pertaybeth to the said nunnery and house 
of Keiloine aforesaid. Item, wee finde that one Michael Arthur, merchant, deceased the 10th 
day of May, 32nd yeare of King Henry the Eighth, and that one Morris Herbert, archdeacon of 
our laidies church of Lymerick, did refuse and would not take of one David Arthur, and Genett 
Whyte executor of the said Michael Arthur, but according as it hath been paid of ould time con- 
trary to the forme of the statute there in provided. Item, wee find that Tibbott Bonrke of 
Caberkinlish in the county of Lymerick Gentl., the 10th d a r  of Januarii, to 33 yeare of King 
Henry the VIII. and divers before and after did take of one William Young of Lymerick, mer- 
chant, for seaven loads of oaths, 7d. and so of divers others of the sayd cittie daylie. And of 
James Fox of the same for ten barre% of wyne departinge out of the same cittye into the countrie 
2d. in extortion. Mahone O'Bryen of Carrigogunnel in the countie of Lymerick, gentl. did take 
of Domynick Whyte of Lymerick, mercht. the 10th daye of December, 33rd Hcnrci 8, for 3 
barrells of wyne 3d. and for ten barrell of wyne 20d. and soe from day to day, from divers 
others of the said citty in extortion. And so did Murrough MacXlahon of Balliolman of Chria- 
topher Creagh Bitzpatrick of Lymerick, merchant, for custom of 2 hogsetts of hearings 3s. 8d. and 
for 5 dykers of hydes 7s. 4d. and of every boath tbat cometh to that cittye by his castle 7s. 4d. 
and soe of divers others. And O'Conoughour of Carigfoyle did take of Jobn Streech Fitzgeorge 
for his ship coming to that citty 3s. 4d. and 20 gallouns of wyne, and soe of every ship that 
cometh to that towne with wyne. Sniekus O'Cahaine of Keilruish in the countriey of Corkavaskin, 
the 10th day of December and 33rd H. S, did take of every ship that cometh to that cittye 
and in especial1 of Jobn Fanning, 6s. 6d. by extortion. Donogh Gowe of Corrugraige, constable 
of the same under the Earl of Desmond, the 4th day of March and 33rd H. VIII. did take of 
Robert Heay, of Lymerick, merchant, for his boath of oysters that came to the citty a hundred 
oysters, and soe of every boath that cometh likewise. Darmitius Td'Morrongh of Finies, the 10th 
day of Febmarii, and 33rd of Henry VIII. did take of William Yong of Lymerick, merchant, 
for one boath passing by the castle of Ffinies, 12 gallons of wyne and eight gallons of hony, and 
of every boath that passeth by the eame, to the said citty. Item, Fineen XiI'Xamara, and Taig 
MLNamara did daiely take of every barrell of wyne that passes out of the s a ~ d  cittie into the 
countrey by them 2d. and of every cow and horse passing by them to the said citty, 2d. and the 
tenth parte of all Linnen cloath passing by them to the said citty, and of every man passing by 
them to the said citty havinge a capp on his head, 6s. 8d. in extreame manner. Alsoe O'Bryen, 
doth levye and take all such t h i g s  as aforesaid, except the 6s. 8d. for the capp. Item, in 
tyme past the Earls of Ormond and of Desmond have used such like customes which nowe they 
be content to remitt. Item, Donogh O'Bryen doth take of every pack that passeth from Lymerick 
to Waterfourd. 20d. and of every horse.load of wares coming from Waterfourd to Lymerick 5d. 
And that the said Donnogh the 15th day of Jannarii last past twke from John Harold, Nicholas 
Harold, Patricke Rochfort, and Richard Verdon for packs aleaven duccats and soe of divers 
others." 

1 " Thii image," say the annalists, used to heal the blind, and the deaf, and the crippled, 
and persons afflicted with all sorts of diseases." 

This staff was said to have been received by St. Patrick from a hermit in an island of the 
Etmacan sea, to whom it was delivered, as waa believed, by the Redeemer himdf,  whence the 
name " Bachall Isa." and was in Dublin performing miracles from the time of St. Patrick down 
to that day, and had been in the hands of Chr i~ t  whilst he was amongst men.- vote M dmda of 
Four Masters. 

3 Annals of the Four 3I;lstera. 
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themselves &d " keep honest residence ;" and it became a matter of grievous 
complaint that they were obliged to chose those who could neither speak the 
English language, nor " wore cap or bonnet." 

I n  the year 1540 Pfurrogh OJBrien and the chiefs of Thomond, by the 
consent and permission of the superiors of tlie order of St. Francis, bestowed 
the monastery of Clonroad on the friars of the obsemance,l but wherever the 
English extended their power, they persecuted and banished the religious 
orders, and in this year the monastery of Monaghan was destroyed, and the 
guardian and some of the friars were beheaded. 

Whilst the common enemy was thus at work, the old intestine divisions 
and wars continued to prevail among the leaders of the people. So general 
were these wars, that the death "in his bed" of Torlough O'Brien, in 1542, 
at  Inehiguin? is specially mentioned, he being "the most expert man at 
arms, the most famous and illustrious of his years, in his time.'' The 
progress of the Reformation was slow, but the plunder of church property 
and the destruction of churches, went on unchecked, and many relics of older 
times were brought to light.3 

The Geraldines again gave troubIe to the Government in revenge of their 
expulsion from their patrimony. The Lord Justice (St. Ledger) going into 
Offally, wrought vengeance upon them-he burned churches and monasteries, 
destrojed crops and corn, proclaimed O'Connor and O'More traitors, and 
confiscated their territories to the King.' 

In 1547, just in the crisis of troubles and misfortunes, Maurice Russell 
of Dublin, gentleman, was appointed curator, bailiff, commissioner, or trustee 
of the city of Limerick during pleasure, with the like fees as John White 
or any. other received in said office, and the yearly sum of 40s. sterling out of 
the fee farm of the city, and was again so appointed the 10th August, 1549. 

I n  1547 Henry VIII. died, and Edward VI. ascended the throne on the 
day of his father's death, via. 28th of January, 1547. Henry was styled 
"Defender of the Faith," for his book against Luther, yet in the two and twen- 
tieth year of his reign he issued a proclamation, that no person should 
purchase anything from the Court of Rome ; in the three and twentieth the 
clergy submitted themselves to the King for being found guilty of a pre- 
munire, and were the first that called him supreme head of the Church, yet 
with this restriction, so far as it was in accordance with Godis word and not 
otherwise; and he proceeded from bad to worse, until in his thirty-fifth year 
all colleges, chantries and hospitals were given up to him5 Notwithstanding 

1 Annals of the Four Masters. 
2 The castle at  this lake, which was built by the head of the O'Briens sometime after the 

expulsion of the family of O'Quin. 
a In breaking down a part of Christ Church, Dublin, in the year 1545, a stone coffin was dis- 

covered in which the body of a bishop, in his episcopal dress, with ten gold rings on his ten fingers 
and a gold s n e p  chalice standing beside his neck. The body lay in s hollow, so cut by a chisel, 
in the stone as to fit its shape ; it  was taken up, all parts adhering together, and placed in a 
standing position, supported against the altar, and left there for some time ; no part of the dress 
had faded or rotted, and this was regarded rs a great sign of sanctity.--Annals of the F a r  
Masters. 

4 Cox r h a r k s  of the state of education at  this time, that L L m ~ s t  of the letters of the great 
Irish lords (even some of English extraction) are subscribed with a mark, very few of them being 
able to write their names. Most of the Irish chieftains neither understood nor songht to under- 
stand the English language, and carried on their correspondence in Latin, supplied by the 
Catholic clergy." Cox errs in some respects, as O'Ncill and other Irish lords unquestionably 
wrote their namea 

8 Sir R. Baker's Chronicle, p. 425. 

these enonuocs confiscations, Cox' adds that the necessities of the State 
obliged t h ~  King to coin brass or mixed moneys, and to make it current in 
I r~laud bf  prodamation, to the great dissatisfaction of all the people, 
especidly the solr%ers.' This base money was circulated in Limerick as well 
as el~ewhere.~ At this time the power of the English was very extensive 
in lrebnd;: ",-so ithat the bondage in which the people of Leath-bfhoga 
were, had scarcely been ever equalled before that time."' Just at this time 
Sir Wlllit~m Brabszor?, Lord Justice, who was elected by the Council, com- 
mitted the govcrnment of Tipperary to Edmo~ld Butler, Archbishop of 
Cashel, and made a journey to Limerick, where Teig O'Carroll submitted, 
and entered into covenants of paying a yearly tribute into the Exchequer, 
and of serving the King with a certain number of horse and foot at his own 
charge, and of renouncing his pretensions to the barony of Ormond; and 
afterwards the same Teig O'Carroll surrendered to the King his country of 
Ely O'Cnrroll, containing ninety-three plowlauds and a half; and the King 
regranted the sane to him, and created him Baron of Ely. By O'Carroll's 
means, Mac Murrough, O'Iielly, and O'Bfelaghlin, were now taken into 
protection and pardoued ; and by the Lord Deputy's mediation, the Earls of 
Desmond andThomond who mere wrangling about bounds, and theprotection of 
each other's Tories or outlaws, were reconciled on the 11th of M a r ~ h . ~  

On the 4th of November, Charles Mac Art Kavenagh made his submission 
to the Lord Deputy at Dublin, in presence of the Earls of Desmond, 
Thomond, Clanrickad and Tjrone, and the Lords Monntgarrett, Dunboyne, 
Cahir, and Ibracan, renounced the name of &lac Murrough, and parted with 
some of his usurped jurisdiction and estale.6 OJCarroll, however, did not 
long remain quiet. I n  this same year he burned Nenagh upon the "Red 
Captah1)))7 and the monastery of Tyone also. He  destroyed the town from the 
fortress out. He set fire to the monastery of Abington in the county of 
Limerick, banished the Saxons out of it,8 created great confusion among 
them, by which he weakened their power and " diminished their bravery," 
so that he ordered them all out of his country, except a few warders who 
were at Nenagh in the tower of Mac Manus? 

The Lord Justice (Brabazon) being in Limerick, held a great court, 
at which the Mayor was present, and took part in it as one of the Judges or 
Commissioners. I n  1551, Edmond Butler, Archbishop of Cashel, and son 
of Pierce, Earl of Ormond, to whom the government of Tipperary had been 
committed a few years before, died; and Murrough O'Brien, Earl of Thomond, 
as he was styled by the English, and king,'O but styled O'Brien according to 
the custom of the Irish, died-he was the first man of the race of O'Brien 

1 Cox's Hibernia Anglicana. 
In the time of Henry VIII. the discovery of the American gold mines made a great change 

in the value of money ; hi Chief Baron of the Exchequer had a salary of El00 a year ; the 
Barons, f 46 13s. 4d. each ; and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, then a less important per- 
sonage than he now is, had .€ 26 13.9. 4d. a year. 

3 It breaks and moulders away after very little handling; it is called copper by the Four 
Masters, who add that .'the men of Ireland were obliged to use it as silver."-Annals of the Four 
Husters. 

4 Annals of the Four Masters. 
5 Cox's Hibernia Anglicana, p. 287. g Ibid. 
7 Bnnals of the Your Masters, en an 1648. Ibid. 
9 This was the name of the massive tower now called the " Round" of Nenagh ; who this 

Mac Manus n 3 s  it  is imposdde to say.-Dr. O'Douovan's note in Annals of the Four Masters. 
Could it be '' &fagnu$?" 

10 Snnals of the Fonr Mastera. 
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who was styled Earl,--" a man valiant in making and puissant in sustain- 
ing an attack, influential, rich and wealthy,"' Donough O'Brien succeeded 
him ; he had a contest with his uncle Daniel, who claimed the Estate by 
Tanistry ; by the mediation of the Lord Deputy they came to an agreement,, 
when an Indentur : Tripartite was made between the Deputy, the Earl, and 
Daniel O'Brien : the Indenture bears date, May 7th, 15522. It had but a 
temporary effect ; the Earl of Thomond and his uncles Donald and Turlogh 
were again in arms ; they took Clonroad ; the earl defended the castle for a 
time; but not long after he was murdered by Donald, his uncle, and the 
annalists add, that Dermot O'Brien died on the eve of St. Bridget and was 
buried in the monastery of Ennis. 

If  Edward VI. did no good to Limerick, he endeavoured to show his 
partiality for it by granting a charter to the city. 

C H A P T E R  X I V .  

LIMERICK UNDER QUEEN NARY AND EL1ZABETE.---THE WARS OF TEE 
DESMONDS.-JSIIE BUTLERS AND THE O'BRJENS.-CONFISCATIONS, ETC. 

THE news of the accession of Queen hlary to the throne of England was 
received with joy by the citizens of Limerick, who hoped that they might 
participate in the full fruition of their civil and religious rights and irnmu- 
nities.3 Casey,* who had been the first Protestant Bishop of the see, 
now fled beyond the seas, imitating, in this respect, the conduct 
of Bale, Bishop of Ossory. Hugh Lacy, or Lees, was constituted 
by the Pope, Bishop of Limerick, and an immediate change in the 
aspect of affairs was apparent. A Parliament was held in Dublin, commenc- 
ing on the 19th of June, 1557, and on the 2nd of July was adjourned to 

1 Cox's Hibernia Anglicans, p. 292. 
3 Sullivan mentions a curious fact which is quoted by Cox, in continuation of the wars 

between Daniel O'Brien and the Earl of Thomond in reference to the estates. He states that the 
Lord President Fitton got Danid O'Brien into Limerick upon his oath that be would give him 
free and easy egress out of the gates ; but the sophistical Englishman turned him out of the 
wrong gate ('l so that there was the river S h e ~ i n  between him and his army which was encamped 
in Thomond" and immediately sent the young earl to take possession of the country, which be 
did; and DanieI, who was so brave a man that many of the old and new Irish courted him to be 
king of Ireland) was forced to Iie that tempestuous night in a cabbin ; but when, according to 
the Irish fashion, he thought to lead his horse to etable in tbe same house with himself, the proud 
beast scorned to stoop, until the footboy whisperec! the horse in the ear and told him that his 
master UBryan would lodge that night in that cabbin, and desired that he would lower his crest 
and his crupper,>and creep into the house to keep his master company; and the horse being well 
bred did comply ih matter of ceremony; but when he came to supper he was at a loss, for he was 
used to wheat, and could not conform to country entertainment, until the footboy whispered him 
once more that his master O'Brgan, who fed on oaten cake, did command Rosinante to be content 
with the same fare, and then he fell to it. 

Arthur NSS. 
The Right Hon. Wm. Mons~l!. N.P., is a descendant of Bisbop Casey, as is also Sir Vere de 

Vere, Bart.-Cotton's Fasti. Cotton adds that the Duke of Buckingham is also one of Bishop 
Casey's descendants. 

10th of November to Limerick, and from Limerick, to the 1st of March in 
the following year, to Drogheda. The statutes of this Parliament enacted 
that all heresies should he punished, that all acts a-gainst the Pope made 
since 20th Henry &h, should be reyealed, &c. Sulllvan (Catholic History, 
p. 81) gives every credit to M a q  for propagatlllg and supporting the old 
faith ; b ~ ~ t  he adds that althongh the Queen was zealous, hsr ministers did 
not forbear to injure and abuse the Irish.1 

Towards the close of her Majesty's reign, the Lord Deputy, Sussex, arrived 
to suppress a revolt of some inferior branches of the O'Rrien f a d ?  apinst  
their chief. Sussex mustered an army to march into Munster, and O'Brien 
another to oppose him; they, however, made peace ; and on this occasion, 
Connor O'Brien, the earl and the freeholders of Thomond, after service in the 
cathedral church of St. Mary, swore fealty to the crown of England : " the 
Irish, from the Barrow to the Shannon, on the part of O'Brien, and the Eng- 
lish of Munster on the part of the Lord Just i~e."~ Sussex brought over 
with him five hundred soldiers and an order to coin brass money, and to make 
it current by proclamation, which was done.3 On the 14th of June, he came 
to Limerick, and advanced afterwards to Thomond. Scattering his foes, he 
took the castles of Bunratty and Clare, and restored the country to the Earl 
of Thomond, who, together with the freeholders, swore, on Sunday the 10th 
of July, on the sacrament, and by all the relics in the church-book, bell, 
and candle light, to continue loyal to the Queen and to perform their 
agreements with the Lord Deputy."e progress of Sussex was not con- 
fined to this triumph-the Earl of Desmond made his submission on the 2ls t  
of June, and to strengthen the bonds of fealty and friendship, the Deputy, 
on the 26th, became godfather to the Earl's son, whom he named James 
Sussex, and gave the child a chain of gold, and gave another chain and pair 
of spurs to Dermot MCCarthy of Muekerry.6 In this gear, Turlough 
O'Brien, son of Turlough, son of Teigh-an-Chomaid,G died. 

Queen M a y  died in the following year, and was succeeded by Queen 'Eliza- 
beth, during whose eventful reign some of the most st&g events in our 
local annals occurred, and h s t  among them the lamented death of James, Earl 
of Desmond, of whom it is said " the loss of this good man was woeful to 
his country, for there was no need to watch cattle or close doors, from Dun- 
quin, west of Tentry, in Kerry, to the green-bordered meeting of the three 
waters: on the confines of the province of Eochaidh, the son of Lucta and 

1 &ua tanace.!& Catholicam religionsm lueri et ampl$cote conala est, cjur tomen pr~feeti et 
ConcilIurii in&+ Eybmia infm* non aki~lenmt. 

Sullivan speaks with g e a t  truth when he refers to the conduct of Mary's ministers and 
counci11ors in  Ireland; they were as fierce and implacable against the old Irish race as any of 
their predecessors ; and the annals are f d  of the misdeeds of Sussex against many of the ancient 
possessors of the land, whom he treated with nnexampled oppression and cruelty. 

2 O'Donovan's Annals of the Four Masters, cir an 1556. 
8 Sussex's advent in Ireland is stated by the native anna&ts to bare been followed by the 

most fearful disasters He polluted the temples of God throughout Ireland ; he uprooted and 
overturned the altars whererer he met them; he expelled the orthodox bishops and the clergy, 
and all members of religioos houses; he drove out the nuns from their sanctified retreats, and 
introduced the Lutheran religion, the Lutheran liturgy, and the heterodox faith, wherever he 
could.-Arthur JfSS. 

4 These are the words of the herald's certificate. 
5 COX'S Hibernia Anglicana, p. 307. 
6 Coad, a ta-dand containing the ruins of a sulall church near Coroh, Co. Clare. 
7 Annals of the Four Blasters. 
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Leinster.'" He died at Askcaton on the 14th of October in this year,' and 
was succeeded by his son Garret. 

I n  this year also, Donnall O'Brien of Thomond was banished from his 
patrimony by the Lord Justice. The chief towns of Thomond and not only 
thcse, but the entire country as well waste lands as inhabited lands, were 
placed by the English in the hands of the son of Donough O'Brien who was 
appointed Earl-and he was the first of the race of Cas who was popularly 
called EarL3 

Terrible was the commotion in consequence ; for nothing went more to 
the hearts of the people than an indignity of this kind.4 In  1559, Conor, 
Earl of Thomond, sat  before Inchiquin, to oppose the sons of Murrogh 
O'Brien. Donough, one of the sons of Murrogh was in the town, but Teigh, 
the other son of Murrough had been constantly in the company of the Earl 
of Desmond, since the expulsion of Donald O'Brien up to that period. 
Teigh made a sad complaint of his condition to the Earl of Desmond who 
assembled his troops and crossed the Shannon. The Earl of Thomond, 
leaving the camp at Inchiquin empty, proceeded to ask assistance from his 
trusty friend the Earl of Clanrickarde, which being granted, he did not halt 
until he arrived at the green of Inchiquin, and he returned back the same 
night to Bdyally. The camps of the Earls were not far asunder on that 
night. On the morrow, Desmond rose early, and marshalled his youthful 
warriors. They skirmished and fired on each other until they reached the top of 
KnockFurchaillb where fatebrought them together, and victory aftera fearful fight 
declared in favor of Desmond. Contemporaneously with this event O'Carroll, 
in accordance with the custom that every Irish chieftain thought it a duty 
to perform a predatory excursion as soon after his inauguration as possible, 
made his Captain's first expedition against Turlough Mac I Brien of Arra, 
on which occasion, he totally devastated and ravaged the country from 
Ballina, near Killaloe, to O'HoganJs mill, near Ard~roney.~ On the same day 
he slew Morrough MacIbrien, a distinguished Captain. I n  revenge the 
MacIbrien proceeded soon afterwards to ravage Ikerrin, in Tipperary; but 
in this expedition he was overthrown; O'Carroll approached in battle order, 
dispersed the p a d s  of the MacIbriens, not one of whom escaped by flight, 
took MacIbrien prisoner, who was not set at liberty until he had paid ransom.' 
l'he rebellion of Gerald, the 16th Earl of Desmond, which brought him and 
his family to ruin, not content with his peaceable settlement in the Earldom, 
began about this time. His first disturbances were (in 1564) against the 
Earl of O r m ~ n d . ~  Thesea Earls were ordered to England, and bound by 

1 The Suire, Barrow, and Nore, below the city of Waterford. 
9 Smith's History of Kerry, p. 253. 
a Though Murrogh O'Brien was created earl for life, in 1543, he was never called earl by the 

people. 
4 Annals of the Four Masters. 5 Spancil-hill, Co. Clare. 
6 Annals of the Four Masters. 
7 One of the castles of the Mac I Brien, or the ruins of it, may yet be seen at Ballins. 
8 Sir John Davis says, the first occasion of his rebellion grew from his attempt to charge the 

Deeies in the county of Watexford with coign and livery, bLck rents and coshelies, after the Irish 
manner, w h e n b  was resisted by the said earl, who fought him a pitched battle at AEane* in that 
county, on the 15th of February, 1564, when he was taken prisoner and lost a considerable 
number of his followers.-Smith's History of Kerry, p. 254. 

* APFANE.-T~~S place was granted, together rith other places, to Sir Valter Raleigh. It 
~ v a s  here that he grew the first cherries, as it was in Yonghal that he grew the first potatoes. 
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recognizances in chancery of twenty thoussnd pounds to stand by the queen's 
award.' 

By the dissensions between the Earls of Ormond and Desmond, Munster 
was almost ruined, especially Tipperary and Kerry. The barony of Ormond 
was overrun by Pierce Grace ; and Thomond was as bad as the rest by the 
wars between Sir Daniel O'Brien and the Earl of Th~rnond.~ Hooker states 
that there was now no religion ; he means of course amongst those who, in thc 
name of religion, perpetrated unheard-of iniquities. A great battle was to 
be fought between the Earls of Desmond and Ormond, concerning certain 
lands in dispute about the Suir and Cashel. The place selected aas  Boher- 
more, near Tipperary town ; immense numbers of their respective English 
and Irish neighbours crowded together from Cork to the Barrow, and from 
Logh GannanJ3 ' c  tcj the wide, foamy harbour" of Lmerick.' But " When 
the hosts came front to front and face to face, ths Great God sent the angel of 
peace to them, so that concord was establishd between the hosts ; for, having 
reflected on the dreadful consequences of the battle, they parted without 
coming to any engagement on that ~ccasion."~ Soon after this event, Teige, 
the son of Murrough O'Brien, was taken prisoner at Limerick, by order of 
the Lord Justice, and sent to Dublin to 2% imprisoned, and it was universally 
said at  the time that the Earl of Tho~nond had a hand in his capture.6 Teige 
escaped from 'his bondage two ysars afterwards, when meeting Donald 
O'Brien, who had exerted himself to  set aside the Earldom of Thomond 
before Connor's accession, united in opposition to the Earl, who raised many 
encampments against them; but the result of the fighting was that the Earl's 
people were defeated, many of them slain, and Brien, who was taken, was 
not given up until Shallee, i33. the barony of Inchiquin, was given to Teige by 
way of ransom. Ballycarr, the residence of the sons of Murrough, was 
afterwards taken and demolished by the Earl, who had brought ordnance and 
forces from Limerick for that purpose.7 

It was in this year that the magni6cent abbey and abbey lands of Cor- 
comroe, with their rents and customary services, and acquirements of land in 
the territories of Thomond, and its church livings, were given to Donnell 
OJBrien, as a compensation for the lordship of Thomond, to which he would 
have succeeded by Tani~ t ry .~  

The citizens of Limerick, now aided the Lord Deputy, Sir Henry Sidney ; 
to the number of three hundred of them joined his forces in apprehend- 
ing the Earl of Desmond at Kilmalloch, where for a short time the Earl was 
imprisoned, and thence convejed into Limerick, where he was indicted for 
levying war against the Queen. His brother John was knighted, and made 
Seneschal of D e s m o d 9  This was the first occasion on which Sidney visited 
Limerick-he had been some time previous occupied elsewhere in his en- 
deavours to suppress the Desmond Rebellion. Queen Elizabeth wrote an 
obscure letter to him, all in her own hand, in reference to the disputes of 
the Desmonds and Ormonds, and this letter is printed in Smith's History 
of Kerry, pp. 256-7. 

On the 24th of September in the next year (1565) Amold, Justiciary of 
Ireland, by consent of the Secretary of the Council, commanded the Mayor, 
Bailiffs, and citizens of Limerick, that they should observe the solemn injunc- 

1 Cox's Hibernia Anglicans, p. 320. 3 Ibid. a The Irish name of Wexford. 
4 Annals of the Four Masters. "bid. 6 Ibid. 7 Ibid. ad an. 1564. 

The English, to pacify him, bestowed these gifts upon him, as also such lands as descended ta 
himself by gavelkind, and such aa he had possession of in any other way.-Annals of Four Masters. 

COX'S Hibernia Anglicana, p. 325. 
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tions of Su.;scx, lately Viceroy of Ireland, recently given to thcm by his letters, 
l ~ y  which he cautions them that they should not dare, evenin the slightest 
particnl:~r, to sell any one of the ancient commonage lands, but that they 
should preserve them entireto beexpendedinthepublicserviceand requirements, 1 

At this period a very remarkable man lived in Limerick, and taught 
school. This was John Goode, a Catholic Priest, of the order of Jesus, some 
time educated at Oxford. He was a man of extrasrdinary erudition, and 
gave great aid to Camden in that portion of his Britannia which treats of 
Irclantl. " 'Tis strange" (says Nicholson) that a awritcr so much honoured 
by this grcnt British antiquary, who gives a high cl~nrncter of this gentleman's 
modesty and learning, should be overlooked by Sir Jtlmes Ware and the 
Oxford antiqnarianu."~ 

Geralil, the Earl of Desmond, was removed from Limerick to Ldndon 
by the iotrigncs of Ormonde, and imprisoned in the tower, where were also 
confined at the time, the Baron of Dungannon, O'Connor Sligo, O'Carrol, 
and 0 t h  Irish chiefs, most of whom made submission to the Queen in 1568, 
when they were enlarged. Sidney visited Limerick a second time in 1569, 
where he established Sir John Yerrot in the office of President of Munster. 
In  Collins' State Papers it is said that the city was in a wasted condition at  this 
time, and that the Deputy recommended the building of a bridge here-most 
likely it was in consequence of his recommendation that Thomond Bridge 
underwent some  repair^.^ Sidney's anxiety respecting bridge-building did 
not rest with rccornmendations-he built the bridge of Athlone in 1568.4 

I Arthnr MSS. Nicholson's Irish Historical Library. 
S A highly curious inquisition was taken at  this time in Limerick touching the marriage of 

the Earl of Clanrickarde with Grany O'Karwell, or O'Carroll. I t  is thus stated in Morrin's 
Cnlcndary of the Patent and Close Rolls of Chancerr :- 

1566-9th Elizabeth. Depositions of witnesses t a b  before the King's Deputy and the Coun- 
cil at  Limerick, 6th October, 36th Henry VIIL, touching the marriage of the Earl of Clanrick- 
ard with Grany O'Karwell :-IIngh MacDonnell MacEgan, Brehon of Cloughketinp, in Ormond, 
aaith "he henrd Moirone O'Kartvell say, when the late Earl of Clanrickard, then called Ulick 
Uourke, camo to marry Grany, the O'liarwell'a daughter, for that he thought he would give up 
the said Grany, before he should marry her in the face of the church, he would himself see the 
marriage solenlnised between ; and at  the same time, deponent being at  Modergime (Modereeny 7) 
saw thcm go to church to be married, and saw them likewise come from the church; and further, 
heard those that were in tbe church say that the marriage was performed and done accordingly, 
howbeit he saw it not done himself." Teige Oge M'Gilyfoyle deposed " that he was present at  
the mass, and saw solemnly married, in the face of the Churdh, and kneeling before the high 
altar, saw the Earl k i s  the Priest and then the said Grany; and being in the church when the 
mass titoc, saw them go out together, and the next day they departed thence." Shanet NcDono- 
noghe MncDermot Nycke Gilgfoile agrees in all t h i n e  with the second deponent, mutatis 
nnitnndis. Sir Adam Oge O'Hyran, priest, saith, " that at  the solemnization of the marriage 
he was chaplain to the O'Knrwell, and that it was he that said the mass, and coupled them 
together by the laws of Holy Church, being thwe divers other priests, gentlemen and horsemen, 
(luring the solemnization."-Oct. 5 3(i0 Henry VIII. (Morrin's C n l e n h y  of the Patent and Close 
Rolh, Chmcery, Ireland, p. 504.) 

4 The cld bridge, which was surmounted by the ancient '' Queen's Arms," had a compartmented 
stone f.icade, containing, amongst other inscriptions, one commemmorating the building of this 
brhlqo by Sidney, and the beheading of the " arch traytor Shane O'Neill," as the sculptor desig- 
nntcd the hmghty and unbending Shane na Dinis. This stone is now in the R.I.A., to which it 
v m s  prescnted by Mr. John Long. C.E., when building the new bridge at  Athlone. Will im 
linglcbert, o lwnlqus Engineer, who was born a t  Sherborne, got from Queen Elizabeth for his 
servicea, l5S8, :l plnsion of 109 mark3 per annum. King James would not permit him to serve 
any foreign prince. He died in 1634 at  Westminster.' I t  is not improbable that this engineer 
buJt, or grve the desi,~ for the bridges on the Shannon at  Limerick and Athlone, for Sit Henry 
Sydney, then Lord Justice of Ireland. The annals give the building of Athlone Bridge under 
date 1563, as follows:--" The Bridge of Athlone was built by the Lord Justice of Ireland, i.e., 
Sir Uenry Sylney." Bridges over so large a river were a t  that time regarded as works of great 
maguitude, and doubtles~ rile best enqineeriug $kill theu available was secured to advise on the 
erertiun v f  t h e  bridges acro+s the Sliannun 

* I'ulkr a \\ urtllic* Vol. 2. p. 366. 

C H A l ' T E R  X V .  

PROGRESS OF SIR Ii .  S1DNEY.-EXTRAORDINhaY CUSTOMS OF THE lRlS11.- 

THE DEPUTY'S VISIT TO LORD POWER AT CURRAG~~XOBE.-BATTIS OP 
MANISTER, &C. 

IN 1568 Sir Henry Sidney, Lord Deputy, held a parliament, in which a 
subsidy of 13s. 4d. was granted out of every occupied plough-land in Ireland, 
ehept  those belonging to the Corporations of Dublin, Limerick, Cork and 
TfTaterford, and the chicf government was to present to all church Pgnitics, 
the cathedrals of Cashel, Limerick, Cork and Waterford excepted.' 

I n  1569 Limerick was one of the fist places where the acts and ordinances 
of the remarkable parliament held this ycar were ordcmd to be proclaimed. 
I n  the course of a great hosting which S ibey  made in the samc year, 
he proceeded from Cork to  Limerick, demolished some of the towns 
of Munster between those cities, and next proceeded to Connaught, and 
reduced to " obedience" all the country to Limerick, naming Sir Edward 
Phitun (Pitton) Presidenkthe fist President that ever was named in that 
country. Limerick sit this time was in a wasted condition. I n  thc next 
year following the Deputy received the submission of MacIBrien Ana, rho, 
in consequence, was confhned in the possession of all his "manors, castells, 
lordshipps, signiories, rules, hereditaments, commo&ties, and profit+ with all 
and singular appurtenances" in Duballow. These expeditions were successfu1.l 
It was about this pedod that Clare r a s  made a portion of the province of Con- 
naught. The deputy visited Limerick a second time in 1575, and was enter- 
tained with more pomp than anywhere else.' Hcre he kept sessions, and 
observed the same methods he did at Cork ; hc then marched into Thomond, 
in which, though it had formerly belonged to the English lords of Clerc, and 
was inhabited by many English, now not a man of English extraction was to be 
found, and even the O'Briens, though very near relatives, were invetcrate 
enemies one to the other ; the country was entirely wasted, and innumerable 
complaints of m d e r ,  rape, burning, robbery, and sacrilege were madc to the 
deputy: who imprisoned the Earl of Thomond and Teig Mao Murrough 
until they gave bonds and hostages of their good behaviour; he kept thc 
earl's brother in irons, made Sir Donald O'Brien sheriff, left a provost 
marshal and a garrison among them at their request and charge ; and upon 
shewing them that the uncertainty of their tenures was the cause of all their 
disturbances,.they promised to  surrender their estates and take patcnts ac- 
cording to law. Having effected these objects he proceeded to Ga1way.l 

Sir John Perrott, who in 1572, had been appointed Lord President of 
Munster, had so effectually proceeded in the interest of Elizabeth, that 
James Pitzmaurice, of Desmond, was mmpclled to submit to him at Kil- 
malloch, which town on 4th of March before he had burned and plundered, 
having executed the sovereign and several of the townsmen, Fitzmaurice 

1 Cox's Hiberni Anglicana, Vol i., p. 330. 
2 The letters patent passed to Nac I Brien are duly enrolled anlong the patents of 120 

Elizabeth. 
3 Cox's Hibernia Anglicana, p. 845. 
5 Cox's Hibernia Anglicana, p 345. 

6 Ibid. 



made his sub~nission in the Church, lying prostrate at the President's feet, 
who held the point of the sword at his heart, in token that he had received 
his life at the queen's hands.] 

Extraordinary customs prevailed in this reign, if we are to credit contem- 
porary witnesses. At the execution of Murrogh O'Bricn, " a notable traytor" 
at Limerick, the foster mother of the unfortunate &furrogh took up the 
head, sucked the blood as it flowed from it, and stated, that the earth was 
not worthy to drink it. She then steeped her face and breast in the reeking 
gore, and tore her hair, crying and shrieking most terribly.z 

We will not follow the Deputy to Galway, which he describes not flatter- 
ingly, neither shall we go through those still continued and apparently 
endless wars of the Desmonds and O'Briens, which fill so vast a space in the 
annals of these eventful times. During the Mayoralty of Roger Everard 
the Deputy arrivcd, as we have seen, in Limerick, and Ferrar, who is fol- 
lowed by Pitzgerald, erroneously states, on the authority of the Davis MSS. 
that it was in this year that the sword of state was carried before the Mayor, 
and that the Cap of maintenance was for the first time worn. l'he sword 
had been sought for in the reign of Henry VIII. but refused ; Elizabeth, 
however, in her charter, which she granted to Limerick in 1582, and not in 
1575, not only bcstowed the sword, but gave the '(hatte of mayntenance" 
also. For this most important charter see Appendix. 

During Sir Henry Sidney's visit to Limerick he addressed a letter to the 
Lords of the Council in England, which supplies some interesting details, 
illustrating the state of the south of Ireland at this period. The letter is 
dated Limerick 27th of February, 1575-6, and after giving an m o u n t  of 
his arrival in Waterford, after his tour in Ulster and Leinster in all which 
places he met with a very favourable reception, proceeds to describe 
his visit to Lord Power at Curmghmore, where he was entertained "with 
plenty and good order," and where he found the tenants in a condition which 
vould be considered enviable at the present day, for though the soil is stated 
to be much worse than in the county Kilkenny, "yet his tenants made more 
of one acre of land than thev was made of three acres in that country or 
was made in the Decies, the lordshi near adjoining him on the other side ; 
and thc reason was that he suffere no idlers in h ~ s  county, nor the better 
sort to oppress each other." 

S 
From Curmghmore the Lord Deputy proceeddd to Dungarvan Castle, 

where the Earl of Desmond waited on him, humbly offering him any service 
that he was able to do the queen. 

From Dungaman the Deputy passed into Sir John of Desmond's country, 
iu the county of Cork, from which he proceeded to Lord Barry's, and on the 
29th of Decembcr, arrived at Cork, where he was received "with all the 
joyfulnew, tokens and shews they could express, and diet and lodge six weeks 
for half their pay." Here he was waited on by the chief men of the province, 
i1H of whom, the letter states, offered all fealty, homage and service to her 
Majesty, and to hold their h d s  of her and yield her both rent and 
service. 

After hnvingpettled matters at Cork, he proceeded towards Limerick and 
was tn-o nights e'lltertnined at Lord Roche's. At Limerick he was attended by 

Smith's History of Kerry, pp. 262-3. 
2 Spenver's Vbw of Ireland. p. 104 : he adds that the old Gads used to drink their enemf3 

bluod, and p a h t  theri~uelvea with it, ancl that the Irish drank the blood of their friends. 
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several lords and gentlemen, and was received with much greater magnificence 
than he had hitherto seen in Ireland. Here as elsewhere, the locd notables 
who visited him, complained bitterly of the misery and waste of the country by 
their great men, and begged for an English force to protect them, and Bng- 
lish Sheriffs to execute the laws, offering to surrender their Iands and hold them 
of the queen. The letter mentions amongst his visitors the Bourkes, Sup- 
ple~, Purcells, the " Red Roches/ and divers original Irish, as O'Moylan, 
MacBrien, Ogoonah, MacIBrien Arra, O'Brien of Aherlow, on the South 
side of the Shannon, and many other personages of distinction. The Earls of 
Ormond and Upper Ossoy also waited on hh, the latter of whom he had 
left governor of the English Pale during his absence, and found kept in 
good order. Ulick and John Bourke, sons of the Earl of Clanrickarde, also 
waited on the Deputy, haGng received their pardon and being ordered to 
meet him at Galnay. The Earl of Thomond, the letter continues, and all 
the principal gentlemen of his nameJ though enemies to each uther, with 
two Lords in Thomond called Macnamara, also came and made the same 
complaints as the others ; but the counties of Kerry and Tipperary being 
Palatinates the Lord Deputy did not visit, "but thinks that no perfect refor- 
mation could be in Munster until these grmts were resumed"-so far Sir 
Henry Sidney's letter. The palatine authority here referred to was shout 
this period pleaded by the Earl of Desmond, who had been nominated one 
of the Council of Sir William D~lry, who in the year 157 6, was appointed 
Lord President of Munster on the return of Sir John Perrott to England, 
as a pre'binary step towards the reform of the Province. The new President 
proceeded to extend his jurisdiction into Kerry, notwithstanding Desmond's 
plea and subsequent appeal to the Chief Governor ; and there, after a short 
strurele with the Earl's followers, he proceeded at once to execute the law 
wit?&% any further obstruction. 

I n  the year 1576, Thomond according to the annals of the Four Masters 
was separated from Connaught and joined to Munster. The annals for the 
year 1577, which is memorable for the massacre of the men of Leix and 
some of the Keatings at Mullaghmast by the English, aided, some say, hy the 
09Dempseys, mention a visit paid to  Thornon6 at this period by the Lord 
President, accompanied by a great multitude of the Engfish and the chiefs 
of the two provinces of Munster, on which occasion he held a court for 
eight days at Ennis, and "the Dalgais having refused to become tributary to 
their sovereign, he  left," says the anndst, " a marshal with a vigorous and 
merciless body of troo s to reduce them. The President then returned to 
Limerick, and proceede to behead the chieftains and rebels of the districts f 
adjacent to Limerick : amonpt these was Munough the son of Murtoagh, 
son of Mahon, son of Donough, son of Brian Duv O'Brien, the most re- 
nowned and noble of the heirs of Camaigh O'Coinnell and Eatherlah," now 
Carrick O'Gunnell and the Glen of Aherlow, in the county of Tipperary.' 

I n  this year Thomas Leary, Catholic Bishop of Kildare died in baoish- 
rnent.2 The Ear! of Thomond, Conor O'Brien, in the same yes ,  according 
to the annals of the Four Masters, went to England to complain to the queen 
of his distresses and oppression, and obtained a charter of his territory and 
towns, and also a general ~ a r d o n  for his people. Ire received great honor 

f Annals of the Four Bfa~asters. 2 Rothds Analecta. 
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and respect from Elizabeth, but he was disappolnted in his expectations that 
thenceforward his territory would be free from the unjust jurisdiction of t I ~ e  
Marshal, who before the Earl's return had imposed a severe burden on the 
people, so that they wem obliged to become tributary to the sovereign, paykg 
ten pounds for every barony. " ThisJ

J adds the annalist " was the first tri- 
bute paid by the Dalca~sians.~' For they had been free from tribute before 
the English invasion, and they had resisted the payment of tribute up this 
Year. 

I n  1519 Thady Daly, a Franciscan of the convent of Askeaton, was executed 
in Limcrick for the faith. Edmond Donnelly, of the Society of Jesus, a 
native of Limerick, after suffering Werent torments, wrts hanged and quar- 
tered in Cork.' 

I n  the same year Nicholas Striteh, Mayor of Limcrick, presented Sir 
IVilliam Pelham the Lord Justice with a thousand citizens well armed ; with 
these forccs Sir William marched to Fanningstown, where he was presented 
with letters by the Countess of Desmond, to excuse her husband for not 
obeying the Lord Justice; these were filled with evasions and trifling excuses. 
Desmond was proclaimed a traitor, and the army was ordered to enter his 
country with fire and sword, if he did not within twenty days, surrender. 
I n  thcir progress they hanged the Mayor of Youghal at his own door.2 

I n  this year was fought the celebrated battle of Manistcr or Monaster- 
nenagh, five milcs to the north-west of Bruff-a battle of which such sin- 
gularly rliscrcgant accounts have been given by O'Daly in his History of the 
Geraldines, and by Camden. The latter, who has been followed by Ware, Cox, 
and Leland, asserts that Sir John of Desmond was defeated with the loss of 
two hundred and sixty of his , m y J  together with the famous Dr. Allen the 
Jesuit m110 was left dead on the field. Allen and Sanders, the Jesuit and 
Papal Legatc, had arrived from Spain at Smerewick, on the coast of Kerry, 
in the prcv!ous year, with three ships, men and money, &c. O'Daly, who 
mentions the loss of Thomas Geraldine, Johnston, and Thomas Brown, 
Knight, says nothing about Allen. The Irish force assembled here by Sir 
John Fitzgerald, brother of the Earl of Desmond, consisting of 2000 Irish 
and Spaniards, headed by Pather Allen, and aided by the abbot of the 
~r~onastery, wcfe attacked by Sir William Ma!by at the head of 150 
cwdry, of 600 infantry, and defeated with great slaughter, including a great 
number of the Clann-Sheehy. 

The Irish mere well commanded by Spanish officers, and fought with such 
fury that the battle was a long time doubtful. The Earl of Desmond, who, 
with Lord Kcrry, had viewed the action from the neighbouring eminence 
cnlled Tory Hill, on perceiving the result, retired into his strong castle at. 
Askenton, where Malby remained nearly a week, the Geraldines every day 
threatening to give him battle, though they did not do so.3 Malby destroyed 
the monastery of that t o m ,  and thcn proceeded to Adare, where he remained, 
sltbjugting the people of that neighbourhood until he was joined by Sir 
Willism Pclliam the newly patented Lord Justice, the Earl of Kildare, and the 
Earl of Ornnonde."uring the engagement the Irish and Spanish soldiers 
took shcltrr in tlic abbry of ofBTonasterneuagh, which s u f i d  p a t l y  from the 

k. 

1 1;ofhe k Andecta. 
? Wnre's Annals. 

Annals of the Four ;\l.c.ct.rs. 
4 Ibid. 

fire of the English cannon, the refectory and cloisters being destroyed, 
and t.he surrounding walls razed to the ground, so that the monastery, 
though it survived until the dissolution, never recovered its original impor- 
tance. I t  was here that a horrible slaughter was made of the Cistertian 
monks by the murderous soldiers of Malby, who cut the throats of those 
defenceless recluses, and perpetrated the most revolting atrocities.' The 
Desmond castles, garrisoned by the English after this battle, were Loughgur, 
Bathmore, Castlemorrison, Adare, and Kilmalloch. 

C H A P T E B  X V I .  

MARTYRDON OF BISHOP HELS AND FATHER O'ROURKE.-CONTINUED 
ATROCITIES. 

THE Earl of Ormond, in the same week, made a chieftain's first expedition 
into the territory of the Geraldines, and proceeded as far as Newcastle West 
in the county Limerick whence he carried off all the flocks and herds in the 
country that he could seize upon, but he returned back without receiving 
battle or conflict, because that at  that time the Earl of Desmonrl was with 
his relatives in ~ e r r y . ~  

The martyrdom of the holy Bishop of Mayo, Patrick Hely, and his com- 
panion, Father O'Rourke, occurred in this year at Limerick by the order 
of the Depiity, soon after his visit? Pope Gregory had earnestly recom- 
mended Father Patrick Hely to his flock in Ireland, on account of his 
" incredible zed," and had him consecrated Bishop of Mayo. After a certain 
number of dajs the Holy Father, having provided him with whatever he 
required, sent him forward, recommending to him the care and spiritual 
health of the faithful in this country. The pious bishop proceeded on his 
journey, and having arrived at  Pass  he remained there for seven or eight 
months, where he spent his time, partly in the convent of his own order, and 
partly inthe city itself; and,says my authority,he did not do so withoutmeriting 
the hearty commendations of all who approached him, as he was not only an 
example but a perfect mirror for every one to see himself, not as he was, but as 
he ought to be : and who was not only admirable for his talents and virtues, 
but inUwhom, charity, in particular, L v e d  so strongly, that he may have been 
said to have been a warming "sun" (hei:qs), who was not deterred by the most 
imminent dangers from studying the salvation of the Irish. He held a public 

1 In the reign of Queen Elizabeth a part of the army entered the monastery of Nenay, or 
W i p e ,  sometimes called Commogne (see White's MSS.), in the county of Limerick, of the order 
of St. Bernard, and became the abbot and his monks would not renounce the Catholic faith, he 
and forty of his monks were put to death and afterwards beheaded, and that in the church in 
presence of the Blessed Sacrament. This happened on the 14th of August, the eve of the 
Aasnmption, mpBrodnious, Anglem Manriquez and Chrisostome Henriquez tell a curious story 
about an old monk, the only one left alive by the victors, who, they state, entered the choir 
weeping copiously, and found all his murdered brethren with a bloody mark round their throat6 
and with crowis on their heads and palms in their hands, singing the usual veeperr, Deus in 
adjntorum, &c. 

1 Annals of the Four Masters. 
a Thomas Bourchier de IUartyrio Fr'ratrurn Ordinis Xinorum IngnLtnd, 1583. 
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thesis in Paris, in which he manifested, in the most indisputable manner, the 
wonderful resources of his great intellect, in which, not only in the abstract 
sciences, but in the varied range of controversy and logic, he shewed a superior 
genius, astde, vigorous, complete, deficient in nothing that constituted the 
perfect theologian ; bending even to the studies of the juniors, and making 
easy to them the pathway of learning. I n  an age when learning was so gene- 
ral in France, and when Paris was filled with many of the ablest men of the 
age, the praise bestowed by Father Thomas Bourchier on Doctor Patrick 
Hely, would seem extravagant were it not vouched for by an earnestness and 
emphasis not to be misunderstood or mistaken, in the elaborate panegyric of 
the illustrious man who was soon destined to bedew the scaffold with his blood 
in Limerick : his only crime was that he loved the faith and evangelised 
the poor. He had a full conception of the peril he incurred in coming to 
Ireland, where the ravening wolves which at this period, were thirsting for the 
blood of a priest, were sure to scent him out; bnt he did not hesitate 
wherever zeal and obedience urged him forward. He resolved to bow to the 
mandate of the Holy Father rather than be dictated to by his own appre- 
hensions of what was to happen to him. He  prepared, at once, like a good 
shepherd, who is ready to lay down his life for hls flock if the occasion should 
arise. He made himself up for the voyage, therefore, and the ship which 
bore him having touched on England, he sailed for Ireland, which when he 
reachcd he at once procceded to seek the Earl of Desmond. When he 
reached his residence, he found that the Earl was from home, but he was 
hospitably and politely received by his wife, the Countess of Desmond ; but not 
indeed to the honor of her name, must it, alas ! be told, that like other 
womcn, she too acted a fearfully treacherous and dreadful part. " Like the 
dancing girl who brought the head of Saint John to Herod-like Delilah who 
shore Samson of his strength, and delivered him into the hands of thePhilis- 
tines-like the woman who caused the fall of David'j-this lady of the house 
of Desmond, forgetful of everything that became her position and name, 
betrayed the holy Doctor Patrick Hely and his companion, Father O'Rourke, a 
native of Connaught, into the hands of their enemies, after a period of about 
three days. 

On the day after this visit he departed for Limerick, which Bourchier de- 
scribes as at this time the first city in Munster, in which, as there were many 
Catholics, IIely expected to gather good fruit in tEe vineyard of souls; and 
there, his intended work and mission having been made known to the Mayor, 
through the exertions of the Countess of Desmond, he was cast into prison. 
The enterprize was unquestioinably a most perilous one, and the holy Bishop 
must have been perpetually aware of the snares which awaited him in a 
locality where destruction was prepared for the devoted sons of the Church. 
But he was so filled with love of his heavenly Father, as Father Bourchier 
observes, that he despised a l l  terrors. He  was immediately transmitted 
from Limerick to the town of Kilmalloch, where at that time the Deputy 
resided, and by his orders sentenced with his companion to death, without any 
other form, except the process of martial law. The Deputy, however, offered 
him full right tnd possession of his benefice, provided he would deny the 
faith and betray his whole business to him ; to which the bishop replied, that 
as regmled his fqith, he would not part with it for the enjoyment of life 
and honors ; but as for the business on which he had come, he said he came 
to discharge the episcopal fnnction (which he had openly professed to do) 
ant1 tlicrcby to promote the caase of rcligion ancl effcct the salvation of souls, 
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hot did he refuse a death which was attended by any advantage to religion, 
or even avoidance of disadvantage. The Deputy further called upon him to 
reveal the plan formed by the Pontiff and king Philip of Spain for the 
invasion of Ireland, which he absolutely refused to do, although his silence 
was the cause of grievous tortures to him.' For, placing small iron bars 
across his fingers, they struck them so violently with a hammer, that his 
fingers were cut to pieces, and as he still refused to reveal anything, they 
immediately led him to the gallows. While he was being conducted to the 
place of execution he asked permission to read tha litanies and to receive 
absolution from his companion, and to give it in turn; both of which he was 
permitted to do. He then exhorted his companion, who was affected by a 
natural horror of death, to be of good cheer, for that though the feast was a 
bitter one, the triumph would be noble. Having restored his companion's 
c0urag.e by this exhortation, and made a most impressive address to the people, 
in which he spoke at length of the necessity of preserving an unswerving 
faith, and of his professional duties, for asserting which he, together with his 
companion, cheerfully met a happy death for the love of Christ, both were 
immediately hanged. But Bourchier observes, that the Deputy who passed 
sentence on the bishop, was immediately after seized with an incurable 
disease of which he died at Waterford, "though struck by no wound, as one 
who undoubtedly fell under the vengeance of God." Be the cause of his 
death what it may, certain it is that Sir William Drury, the Deputy or Lord 
Justice, who had been summoned from Cork to Kilmdloch, to suppress the 
insurrection which had suddenly burst forth on the arrival of James, the son 
of Maurice, formerly temporary leader of the Geraldines, who had recently 
landed from France with a s ~ ~ p p l y  of men and arms, to raise the standard of 
the Pope amongst the disaffected Irish and English, did die at Waterford, 
mhitLer he had returned, and was succeeded in his office by Sir William 
Pelham. Dr. Patrick O'Hely, who thus suffered with Father Cornelius 
O'Rourke, and another whose name is not mentioned, was, as I have stated, 
bishop of Mayo; both martyrs were of the Franciscan order. They were 
hanged upon a tree, and their bodies remained suspended for fourteen days, 
to be used as targets by the s~ ld ie ry .~  

As a proof that this persecution was not con6ned to Limerick, we may men- 
tion that in 1579 Thomas Hierlihy, Bishop of Ross, who was born in the 
country of Ross, in the district of Carberry, was raised to the Bishoprick of that 
see, and assisted at the council of Trent in 1563, together with Donald 
Magongail, Bishop of Raphoe, and Eugene O'Hair, Bishop of Achonry. Upon 
his rtiturn to Ireland, he endeavoured to enforce the decrees and discipline of 
h a t  council : he was driven from his see in 1570, and fled from the violent 
persecution against him into a small island, where he was taken, together 
with his chaplain, by the eldest son of O'Sullivan, and delivered up prisoner 
to Sir John Perrott, President of Munster. He  was sent prisoner to England, 
and for three years and seven months was conhed in a dark nauseous dungeon 
of the tower of London, together with Richard Creagh, Primate of Armagh. 
He was there offercd great honours and dignities if he would renounce the 
faith, which offers he constantly rejected and chose death in preference to 
them. At length, C o r n  MfCarthy becoming bail for him, he was released 
out of the tower and returned to Ireland: upon his landing in Dublin, he 

1 Bourchier, p 167, &C. 
2 Bourchier, Wadding; and Bruodin, l'assio Xart,  p. 437. 
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was again apprehended and confined, until by letters from London, the 
government was assured of his being enlarged there. Upon his return to his 
own country he retired from the noise of the world, and built, for himself, 
near the side of a lonesome wood, a little cabin made up of wattles, wherein 
he spent the remainder of his days in divine meditations, in consoling his 
distressed flock, in administering the sacraments, and in all other works of 
piety and charity ; at length, consumed with labour and overcome by many 
hardships, he died, in the odour of sanctity, in the year 1579, and was 
buried in a convent of Franciscans in Muskerry, called the Cellecrea.' Nor 
were these dreadful crimes perpetrated on such men only as Doctor Hely, and 
his companion, Father QRourke, and the Bishop of Boss; the terrors of the 
time are indescribable. On the 11th of February, a commission of martial 
law was sent to Sir Warham Saint Ledger, then the Lord Justice, who re- 
mained three weeks at Waterford, whence he went to Clonmel, where Ormond 
met him, and thence to Limerick. His baggage was carried a great part of 
the way on men's shoulders for want of carriage horses, or because of the 
badness of the way, or both; and at Limerick, the chancellor of the diocese 
was found guilty of high treason, for correspondkg with Desmond, but he 
made a, shift to get a pardon, while the Bishop of Limerick, who was also 
shrewdly suspected, was merely confined to his house.a On the 10th of March, 
Ormond and the Lord Justice met at  Rathkeale ; next day they passed over 
the bridge of Adare, and returned at night and invaded Connelloe, and having 
done what mischief he could there, proceeded to Carrigfoyle, which he took, 
and hanged Captain Julio, an Italian engineer, who commanded the garrison; 
and on the 3rd of April, 1580, laid siege to the castle of Askeaton, one of the 
most mapdcent  castles in the country, which the garrison deserted, and which 
the Lord Justice partially destroyed by gunpowder, leaving the towers un- 
touched, as they remain to this day. Askeaton and Ballyheige castles, 
in Kerry, which were taken at  t2he same time, were the last castles of the great 
Desmond. Having left fouy companies at Askeaton, the Lord Justice re- 
turned to Limerick on the 5th of April ; Ormond proceeded to Kilkenny, 
Malby to Connaught, and the others to D u b h 3  But the Lord Justice did not 
rest in Limerick. He  proceeded ("by sea" ?) to Adare, and sent Captain 
Case by land, where, we are told, they both returned " after the slaughter of 
many traytors, with a prey of twelve hundred cows and as many sheep."' 
On the 15th of May he received a commission from Elizabeth to be Lord 
Justice, and another to make Sir William Burke Baron of Castleconnell, with 
a yearly pension of a hundred marks during life.6 On the 13th of this month 
Pope Gregory the Thirteenth granted to all Irishmen who would fight against 
the Queen, the same plenary pardon and remission of all their sins, as to 
those that were engaged in the Holy War against the Turks.6 

1 Rothe's Analecta. 
9 Cox, Hibernia Anglicana, p. 363. 
a Cox, Hibernia Anglicans. 4 Ibid. 
5 The Four Masters give a more particular and accurate account of this expedition, in which 

they mention the townlands through which the Lord Justice passed, and show that the tray- 
tours" they killed, were not only men fit for action, but $' they killed blind and feeble men, 
women, boys anagirls, sick persons, idiots, and old people." They add, that a great number 
were Billed by the plundered parties, who followed them to the camp.-Annals of the Four 
1ffd~f&8. 

6 Sullivan's Catholic History, p. 101, and Peter Walshe's Remonstrance. 
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C H A P T E R  X V I I .  

ENGLISH PROGRESS.-PERSECUTIONS CONTINUED.-ARRIVAL OF THE 
SPANIARDS. 

ON the 8th of July, the Lord Deputy continuing in Limerick, the Catholic 
Lords of Munstzr were summoned before him; they were charged with 
correspondence with the rebels ; they submitted, with the exception of Lord 
Barry ; but repenting of the termaj they withdrew their submission, and were 
confined to their chambers in consequence, until they had bound themselves 
to maintain two thousand men during the war. It was at this time that the 
queen's fleet reached the coast of Irelanll, and made no delay until they cast 
anchor in the Shannon, opposite Carraigh-an-Phuill.1 

About Whitsuntide following, the Lord Jastice proceeded back to Askea- 
ton, where he spent a considerable part of the summer, and never ceased, 
day and night from persecuting and extirpating the Geraldines.' Having 
perpetrated several revolting atrocities, he passed by a transverse course to 
Cork, and back to Askeaton and Limerick. He had in his custody, the 
Chiefs of Munster (the Geraldines only excepted) as hostages on this 
occasion, namely, Barrymore, the wife andson of MacCarthy More, the two 
sons of MacMaurice of Kerry, OJSullivan Bear, MacDonough M'Carthy, 
Chief of Duhallow, and the son of MacCarthy While the Lord Justice, 
Sir WiUiam Pelham, was at Limerick, Arthur, Lord Gray, Baron of Wilton 
and Knight of the Garter, arrived in Dublin; and the Lord'Justice surrendered 
the sword to him, having left Limerick for Dublin for that purpose, and 
sailed for England. 

The reign of terror proceeded unchecked and rampant ; in the church of 
the parish of Mahunagh, county of Limerick, dedicated to St. Nicholas, 24 
poor old people were put to death on the 6th of August, 1581. Gelasius 
OJQuillenan, a Bemardine abbot of Boyle, and Eugene Crane were martyred. 
Daniel O'Nieilan, a Franciscan, was martyred at Youghal by John Norris, 
mayor. Laurence O'Moore, a priest, Oliver X'lunkett, a gentleman, and 
William Walsh, a soldier, were shot to death by a party in hatred of thelr 
religion, 11th November.* 

An Italian or Spanish fleet of the " Pope's people" landed in Kerry in 
the September of this year ; their arrival caused the greatest excitement in 
Limerick, so much so, that had they appeared at  the gates of the city, they 
would have been thrown open to them, such was the idea of their strength 
and importance among the citizens, who viewed the expedition with contend- 
ing feelings of hope and dread.5 They landed at Fort-del-or, which is 
situated on an island connected with the South shore of Smerewick Harbour, 
and which James of Desmond fortified the year before. O'SuEvan, in his 
Catholic History, gives a description of the island, near which is a green 
round hill called Cnoc-na-geaan, i.e. hill of the heads, whereon, tradition has 

1 The Four Masters and Ware state that it was the occupants of the Castle of Askeaton who 
cudeavoured to blow it up ; and the Four Masters add that, not being able to destroy it, they 
opened wide its gates, and the next day it became the property of the Queen. Thii was the first 
time that ordnance. was used in the district, and the terrible roar of " those unknown gons, the 
like of which had never been heard before," had a dreadful effect on the occupants of the Castle. 

3 Annals of the Four Masters. 5. Ibid. 
4 White.5 MSS., and Analecta. 5 -4~thu1 I\ISS. 
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it, the English were encamped when they stormed the fort. This fleet was 
induced to come to Ireland to assist the Geraldines, who, it was known 
abroad, had been reduced to great extremities for their devotion to Ireland, 
and their defence of the Catholic faith and of Catholic interests. The Earl 
of Ormond mustered an army to oppose the expedition, and did not halt 
until they arrived in Kerry ; after a good deal of parleying and diversation, 
the Italian Captains, Stephen San Josepho, Hercules Pisano, and the Duke 
of Biscay, "came to the Lord Justice as if they would be at  peace with 
him;" but the people of the Lord Justice went over to the island, and 
proceeded to kill and destroy the invaderg, so that even of the seven hundred 
Italians not, one escaped, but all were slaughtered as they cried out, miseri- 
cordia, misericordia.' TEe Lord Justice also seized upon much gold, wealth, 
and other things which the Italians had with them ; he destroyed the for- 
tifications on the island, in order that it should not be a supporting rock or 
a strong retreat for insurgents any longer ; and having effected all this in 
the month of November, he returned to Limerick, and thence to Fingal. 

With respect to the Italian captains, there is but one opinion on the part 
of Camdenj2 Muratori, and OYDaly, and that is, that the principal man among 
them, San Josepho, was either a downright imbecile, or an accomplished 
trait0r.j Donough and Mahon O'Brien continued to worry and lay waste 
the country from Burren to Limerick ; and John, the son of the Earl of 
Desmond, was, at this time, a roving plunderer ; bnt though in so miserable 
a plight, he commanded a body of one hundred followers, with whom he did 
execution in Upper Ormond and Eliogarty, retreating to the woods about 
Mountrath, where he was joined by the sons of MacGillapatrick, the son of 
O'Carroll, and a great many others, who harassed the country in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Slieve-Bloom mountains, being joined by all the men of 
Offally and Leix who were able to bear arms.4 

The blow struck at the power of the Desmonds, and the cause in which 
the Catholics of Ireland had their hearts, was felt so much, that 'disappoint- 
ment and sorrow were universal. Sir George Bourchier was selected Governor 
of Munster before the departure of Sir William Yelham, and was in the city 
of Limerick acting in his official capacity, during the events we have been 
describing. I n  1581 the Earl of Desmond, notwithstanding his reverse, made 
many successful incursions. Upon one occasion, however, a bold and merciless 
body of "the soldiers of Adare," having been divided into two parties, went 
forth, the one by water, the other by land, to traverse Kerry, and the lands 
lying along by the banks of ,the Maigue, to seek for fighting or booty. The 
two parties having been met together in the neighbourhood of Ballycal- 
ham, by young David, ancestor of all the families of the Purcells, 
according to Mac Firbis's pedigree, and his forces, charged them, so 
that he left them but a heap of bloody trucks and headless carcases. When 

1 Ware's Annals. 2 Life of Queen Elizabeth. 
8 O'Daly, who is a competent authority, expresses his belief that he was a traitor. 
4 The manner in which John lived on this mountain was worthy of a true guerrilla ; he slept 

but upon couches of stone or earth ; he drank hut from the pure cold streams, and that with his 
hands or shoes; .$is cooking apparatus were the long twigs of the forest, with which he used to 
dress the meat he'carried away from his enemies. Had John been able to join the Italians and 
Spaniards, as he intended, and in which intention he was seconded by James Eustace, Viscount 
Baltinglass, who had renounced the Protestant creed, and became a Catholic, by the Kavanaghs, 
Kiisellagles, Bymes, and Tooles, (Annuls of the Four Jfashs )  he would have prevented the 
slaughter which cast a stigma on the Lord Justice and Ormond, and enabled the Italians and 
Spaniards to keep their ground firm in Smerewick, and march into the interior. 
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the news reached Adare, Achin, the captain of the town,' assembled the 
soldiers of Kilmalloch, and set out at the head of a sanguinary body of troops, 
and slew every man, woman and child he met outside Ballycalhane Castle, 
(near Kildimo) which belonged to Purcell, who had assisted the crown from 
the commencement of the war between the English and the Geraldines to that 
time. On the following day David's people were hanged on the nearest trees ; 
and the heroic soldier himself was sent to Limerick, where he was immediately 
put to death. Nicholas, the agent or treasurer of the Geraldines, was slain 
by the soldiers at Adare in this year, and 'Furlough O'Brien, uncle of the Earl 
of Thomond, who, after being a year in prison, was hanged in Galway, his 
execution being followed two days after by that of William, son of the Earl 
of Clanrickarde, whose sons had rebelled against the authority of the crown. 

C H A P T E R  X V I I I .  

FATE OF THE EARL OF DESJPOND. 

IN this year2 the two sons of MacMaudce of Kcrry made their escape 
from the King's court in Limerick, the Council having resolved to put them 
to death. They soon found themselves supported by hundreds of kerne, 
and they spent the remainder of the year in acts of pillage and insurrection. 
In  the wiilter of this year Dr. Saundcrs, the Pope's legate, died in a miserable 
hovel in the moods of Claenglass, worn out by cold, hunger, and fatigue. 
The government had offered to pardon Dcsmond if he would give up this 
eminent ecclesiastic to them, but this he steadily refused. His companion 
in misfortune, the Uishop of Killaloe, who attcnded him in his last moment, 
escaped to Spain and died in Lisbon, A D .  1617. I t  was to the fastnesses 
of Cacnglass, which is situate in the south of the county of Limerick, and 
to the adjacent woods of Kilmore, that John Desmond, who still protracted 
this wretched struggle, was ic the habit of carrying his spoil. I n  this year 
IIugh Lacy, Bishop of Iimeriek, died in gaol. He had been deprived by 
Queen Elizabeth. 

In  l582= died Teifie O'Brien [founder of the Ballycorick family) "a hero 
in prowess." He havd been for' some time ~ a n i s t "  of ~homona; but was 
expelled together with his brother by Donnell. He afterwards went to Spain 
md Prance, and thence to England, where he obtained his pardon and his 
entire share of the territory, except the tanistry alone. He was interred in 
the monastery of Ennis. Donogh 00'rien (son of Norrogh), who had 
joined the rebellious De Burgh the year before, having repented, returned 
back under protection ;' but the Queen's officers detected a flaw in the pro- 
tection, and hanged him in the gateway of Limerick ; he was buried in the 
monastery of Ennis. His castles and lands of Lemenagh, Dromoland, Bally- 
connelly, and other places, descended to his son Connor and his heirs, 
amongd. whom is the present Lord Inchiquin, who established his right to 
that. title in virtue of his descent from this Donagh, the founder of the 
family of Dromoland. There was no forfeiture, because Donagh fell a victim 
to martial law, which recognises no forfeiture~.~ 

i Ware's Annals, and Annals of Four Masters. 1 Bnnals of the Four Masters. 
3 Annals of the Four Masters. 4 Annals of the Four Masters. 
6 O'Donogbue's History of the O'Briens. Appendix. 


