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Other famous horses of Gubbins were Blairfinde,
which won the Irish Derby, and Revenue. In 1893
he headed the hist of winning owners with a total
of £22,739.

Failing in health in 1904, he sold all his ruce-
horses, and died at Bruree on 20th March, 1906.
He was buried in the private burial ground at
Kilfrush. As Gubbins had no children by his mar-
riage to Kdith Legh, of Cheshire, his estate passed,
on hlb death, to hlS nephux ]ohn Norris Browning,
a retired naval SUrgeoi.

JOSEPH TIMOTHY HAYDN

Few Irishmen have reached so eminent a posi-
tion in journalism as ~Joseph Timothy Haydn,
editor of the famous ‘‘Dictionary of Dates,”
which made its first appearance in 1841, and 1s
still in its 26th edition, one of the most frequently
consulted books in any public reference library.

Born in Iomerick in 1786, his father was Thomas
Haydn, “‘a private gentleman of Ireland,”” and his
nuother, Miss Fitzgerald, sister to the Knight of
Glin. Like most well off Catholics of the time, he
was educated abroad and put into business on his
return to Ireland. Not liking the latter, he soon
took to journalism, and in 1821 we find him co-
operating with F. W, Conway in the production
of a theatrical journal, ““The Stage.” In 1828 he
was appointed editor of the “Dubhn Evening
Mail,”” a newspaper still In existence, although
founded expressly to attack the Marquis of
Wellesley.

Some time around this period Haydn verted to
Protestantism and we find him attacked in the
“Dublin. and London Magazine” and imagined as
saving :—‘I wonder where is my recompense for
all my labours; I have given up my old religion—
T have established the “Star”’—I have endured
abuse—I have submitted to a caning—I have
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bornd the expense of sixteen actions at law i iy
earnestness to support Protestant Ascendancy—
vet, curse the thing Protestant Ascendancy will
do for me;”’ _

Since this vitriolic attack, typieal of its time, is
probably an exaggeration, it is well to. quote
a more sober estimate of his character, which ap-
peared in the “Westminister Review”’ for 1830 :—
““A man of considerable ability and wonderfully
mechanical, but he has been characterised by an
unsteady and veering type of mind. Although he
has been connected with many journals in Dublin
and advanced some of them inte a condition that
yielded emolument and promised permanence, he
1s now unconnected with any paper. Mr. Haydn
has done more for the Irish Press in regard to
typography, a department which needed large and
radical improvements, than any other man; and if
others had the merit of maintaining its hterary '
dignity, he certainly introduced the taste and
habit of neat and creditable printing.”’

The candour of these criticisms probably explains

~Haydn's return to Limerick and in 1834 we find
him as partner to W, D. Geary, of the ‘“‘Limerick
Star and Evening Post,”” the paper for which
Gerald Griffin reported the Colleen Bawn trial as
a youth. At the same time he was sole Proprietor
of the “‘Limerick Times.” Haydn’s stay in Lime-
rick was short, and in 1839 he arrived in London
to work for the daily and weekly Press. ,

It was here Haydn started the work most con-
genial to his mind. As newspaper editor, his
twistings and turnings, as well as his vicious pen,
had given him am unsavoury reputation. His work
on reference books has more than compensated for
this and has made his name an honoured one among
students. As already stated, his Dictionary of
Dates was first published in 1841, His ‘“Book of
Dignities,”” a modernised form of ‘“‘Beatson’s Poli-
tical Index,” appeared in 1851, and was authentic
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enough to merit a revised edition as late as 1894
The fame of these two books was so great that a
familiar series of reference hooks, con’mmmg “Uni-
versal Index of Biography,” “Blble chmonan,
“Dictionary of Popular Medlune ete., were
named after him, although he had nothng 4o do
with their compﬂatlon

Probably his most useful work for Irish readers
was his edition of ‘‘Lewis’s. Topographical Dhc-
‘tionary,”” which was published in eight volumes in
1849. This is a very complete alphabetical list of
the towns of Great Britain and Ireland, and al-
though Joseph Haydn was only the editor, no
doubt he was responsible for the very excellent
notices which appear in it of Irish towns and
cities.

In 1811 Haydn married Marie Lee and had ten
children by her. He married Mary Johnson, of
Quarrymount, Offaly, in 1836, and had a further
three,

He was granted a small post in the Admiralty
Record Department and was enjoying a pension
of £25 per annum from this when he died on 17th
January, 1856, in Crawley Street, Oakley Square,
London. This amount was doubled and continued
to his widow, by the kindness of Lord Palmerston.
Ha was 69 when he died, and, in the words of a
contemporary, his career ‘“was more than com-
monly chequered with alternations of success and
adversity.”’

PETER COUNT LACY.

Peter Count Lacy, Russian Field Marshal and
kinsman of Colonel Pierce Lacy, of Bruff, was born
at Killeedy on 29th September, 1678. Hig father
was Peter Lacy of the same place, his mother,
Maria Courtenay, and his grandfather, John Lacy,
of Ballingarry.

When only 13, he served in King James’s Army
as an Ensign in ‘the Prince of Wales's regiment of



