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THIS month marks  the
- death of the great operat

40th anniversary of the
ic tenor and actor, Joseph

O’Mara. And the occasion reminds us that, after such

a long span of years, there

isino puplic memorial to

him in hig native city, Limerick, in fact, has been to
a remarkable degree neglectful of some of its famous

song and daughters :
han.were, respectively, the

Catherine Hajyes and Ada Re-

greatest [soprano and the

sreatest Shakespearean actresg of the day, and

O’Mara had no peer ag & 8i
Linmerick Choral & Operat
opening of their Festival

plague to the memory of

nging actor. Perhaps the
ic Society wiil mark the
this year by unveiling a
O'Mara at, say, Ozanam

House, where the great artiste resided for some time?

Joseph ’Mara was born on
July 16, 1866, .son of James
O’'Maye the founder of the
well-known bacon curing firm
of O'Mara Ltd. and brother of
the patriot. Senator, Stephen
O’ Mara. y

He had an outstanding—
indeed remarkable — career in
the musical profession. As a
tenor of rare quality he sang
himself into fame at an early
age.

He studled first with J. F.
Murray of this ecity and later
with Professor Gmur of Cark,
and one of his flrst appearances
as a professional was in the old
Theatre Royal of his native
city. He was also immediately
successful in Cork.

In 1889 he went to Milan,
where he ‘studied for a few
years under famous teachers
Progressing  rapidly, he was
encoliraged to make An appear
ance in London

RECOGNISED

In 1881, at 25 years of age, he
sang an important-role in “lvar-
hoe™ -a% the Royal English
Opera House. And he was al
once recognised ag an artiste of
exceptional skill and power,
with a striking gift for dram-
atic interpretation, as wel]l as
-the difficult art of opera bouffe.

His .charming Irish person-
‘ality was an original feature
which quickly made him.a fav-
ourite with English audiences
used to the Itallan tradition
angi O'Mara’s every appearancy

‘during' his two years at -the

Royal ‘was greeted with enthus-

asm,’ |

In 1893 hig growing reputation
came under notice of the .ceie-
brated Sir Augustus Harris, who
retained the brilliant Irishman
for three years, during which
both patron and protégé added
much lustre to their names.

SUCCESS

His |career from this stage
was*for many years a record of
unbroken suecess. At Drury
Lane and Covent Garden, where
he was engaged as principal
tenor, his delightful voice drew
thousapds of London music-
lovers, who were astonished to
find an Ivishman supcrseding
many Italian celebrities,

As a singing actor he was
supern, In roles like “Canio”
in “Pagliacei”, “Don Jose” in
“Chrmen” and “Eleazer” in
“La Julive” he was peerless.
As a musteal eritic put it: * His
voige was more remarkable for |
his. great gift of colouring to
iit levery different emotion than
for; its actual beauty of tone.
Hel colld bring a great depth

of pathos to the old Irish melo- .

dies which was quite unfor-
gmfsbl'e but the abiding
memory of him as a singing.
actor'and the ability to drama-
tise through his voice every
facdet of the opere in which he

sa{lg."

.His tour| in lreland with Sir ‘

Augustus Harris's company was

a friumphpnt success, and he |

returned, tp England as an es
lauhshed favourite,

Extending his surprising
encrgy into the English con-,
cert world| which was then oc-
cupied by jmore famous singers
than at &ny time before or
since, he achieved further suc-
cess, and gnjoyed the distinction
of having several songs written
specially for him by some of
the principal composers.

In comppsitions with an Irish
sentiment he gained great praise
for his tender interpretation of
themes that were then novel to
English audiences, In the large
citi an in the provincial
towns alikle his career was con-
tinued with increasing favour.

'LEADING TENOR

He beedme leading tenor of
thk Moody Manners Opera Com-
pany, with which he toured
extensively in Ireland. | His
“firsts” in¢luded “Mike Murphy’
inj Stanford’s “Seamus O'Brien”;
h¢ was the first Irish “Rudolph”
inj "L oheme,”. and a few

La B
ygars later also the first in this
cgunrry ta fill the part of “Cav-
andossi” " in "Tosca." He =silso
appeared jn the Irish premiere
of “Samsgn and Delilah.”

In 1912] he consolidated his
Ia}mu by establishing the
OlMara Opcra Company, in
which he[was leading tenor as
w‘pll as managing director.

{Gathering arvound him a fine:

selection lof singers and musi-
cians, he jnitiated a remarkable
revival of interest in grand)
opera.

GOMPANY

nce {he first performance -in
dork in 2 13, the Company went
ffom suceess to success. And
many yo
spguently
their apprenticeship
Q'Mara’s thorough manggement]
| Despite| frequent heavy losse:
he carried on his onerousirespo:
sibility with admirable pluck and
ability, wisiting England, Wale
and Scatland  regularly. >
toured the, Unted =States far
three years land was there given
8 tumultious welcome,
{ In 1928.O’Mara retired fro
c. stage and trans-
e s Company to other
hands. He settled down in Dub-
in, \occasionally reappearing pn
he concert platform. It may be
dded 1hat he took the keenest
nterest in the Fels Ceoil, where
the Joseph O’Mara prizes were
annually [competed far.

LIBERAL |

a Hberal suppurml of
d and charitable work
voice and purse. [His
ic appearance o¢1| g

He wasg
very go
oth by
ast pub;

|

jconcert

f platform
Wwas at

in Limerick

the Dominican Sept-

Clentenary concerts at the Lyric

Hin. March, 1927
| [ He was, after
from the ecity of

lacecorded an unbounded
tlon for his beautiful selections
i rendered with

vhich he

an ahsence
some
reeep:

hig

wonted taste and power,

{O’Mara's stage
Iong and popular.
lgt his

ime had sung
4nd sung them
kifeH, If oo o
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RECORDS MADE. BY
O’MARA ARE

VALUABLE! | .
All recordings made by
Joseph O’Mara @re }-

fectors’ pieces| and somhe

Joseph 'Mara was that may be worth unything
gifted thing—an all- up to £100. Among the
artiste. He was as happy mere vatuahjle  a
apner maslerpiece as in- “ Ochone, When/ I l.?sp(i
n' pha of a lyric To Be Young™ from
workc  And he jeved what * Seamus  O‘Brien'” anpd
few among contemporary o “¥riend and ;Laver” hy
atie tenors  have achiev Sir Landon HRonatd. |
comptL: suceess  upon . the It is more than probable
concert platform  An Irish air, that some of [these discs
an HEnplish ot Seottish bhallad, may be unrepopnised |in
T 1 in him a ar ¢ i collections of lold records
The £ was in Limerick. | Al look. in
strained. apg the tha Inmher roem  may
and the words so weil pay good dividemds! |
heeause he felt them in his el

heart.
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