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to announce that o
L splendid
Juive” - is,

delineattion of “

opera

have opened 2

in Benedict’s “Lily of Killarney,”

Irish operatic tenor, was born Gounod’s
in Limerick. The date was July - been so well sung as by |O’Mara,
18, 1886, and he was the son |of though in point of fact ais voice

Discovering early he had a ve-:great gift of cu.uunng

markable voice, he wisely went” every different emotion than for
1to Itsly for training in 1889,
-remalnmg several years.

(stage only came in 19

preserved despzne his age.
was, no doubt, the result of hi

HISTRIONIC TALENT

There are not so many opera-

their vazg}ce .‘g:leph O'Mara was
one ese. Ve was another.

She was once asked if -she had SMara 1 the-Moody 1
the great misfortune to lose her

opera_ at once for the dramatic
stage,” she replied. I think the
same would very Hkely have
been O'Mara's answer had he
been asked for the term *
descr ‘mes the artiste,

“Don Jose"
and “Eleazer” (Ia Juive) his
a.ctix:% thrilled one. In this last’

"Mara always received an . Iegret that the gramophohd was
overwhelming- ovation, and, 2 only in itg infancy

it was

Was the great attraction and .rareties,
always drew the public when When ke Used To Be_ Xoung,’

entenary of birth of

|

Joseph O'Mara .

were not heard,
Seldom’ has the mpusic of
“Romeo and | Juliet”

the famous

High Sheriff.' was more remarkable |for his | L3¢

to fit

its actual beauty of tope. He
His could bring a gréat 4 pih  of
the %)era.tlc pathos to the old Irish melodies

6, his which was quite unfor: gettable,

on August 5, 1927. [

win as much

P COLLEAGUES |

c}ther colleagues of

Joseph
anners
Company were Olive Westwood,
a leading contralto, happily alive,
grandmother of our
Bren-

bir
=he do: “Leave and the Teie
well-known “pop” . star J Pre
dan Bowyer Albert
was also a star tenor wi
Company, ,as was John
who, affer hefceased touri
& opera, came often as top
Can%% (ng' ot of Dublin’s’ Tivoli Theaire
8TMER)  (now the “Irish‘Press” office).

sing-- bells,

Mr. T.!|Spencer, Mr. E. J.
Bourke, with Hermann .
Pﬂterck s0lo woim:st

archestra. Was- con-

ductéd by Henri C. Bagaa\‘
and the members were:
'Plam:f

Miss N: O'Dea; 1st
Mrs. J. Geary,
N.. Blackall, P.

, E_ Cantilion, Mr.

nmua,liy W:U Eutathe abiding memory] of him Hermann,  Piiterck: * 2nd
s 2 singing actor and the
ability to dramatise through his violins/| Miss M. Meade,
Italian training in correct voice voice every facet of the opera Miss J| Kelly, Messrs. J.
in which ke sang. A gift rare Kelly. |T. Smalle, O Din-
enough among leading - neen; cello, Miss A, Hanra-
The great singer died in han, |Mr, D. Lanigan;

double, bass, fluiti, Mr. T..
O'Dongwan; oboe, Mr. B. -
Dillon;
O'Reilly;
Riordan, Mr. M, Kennedy;
coronets, Mr. 8. Prender
gast, Mr P,

| euphonium, Mr. B.
hornsg, Mr. J.

P, Whelan; trom-
HMr, b= Benson, Mr.
:idetgast, Mr, O'Day-

ern; tuba, Mr. O'Loughlin;
drums;|

Mr. D, O'Donnell;
IMr. D. O'Donnell;
Fitzgerald.

when he sang ifoore’s
melody of “Believe Me If A
Those Endearing Toung;
Charms® the applause was
t*emendous In the second act
he sapg "The Exile's Return®
and ‘The Birds. Fiy Soutn.’
The trivmph of the night came
iwhen he sang
the old martial s

West's Awake’ songs |
are -of the nation. "‘hev are

historic and so have
‘isignificaned for teili
Irishmen. What wonder th
that the assemblage chesred
O'Mars, again arn agein. He
responded with ‘The Wearing
of the Green, wl
only as a goed
good’ Irishman can g i
“New York Press"—% cg,ne-y
and orchestra went into e"stﬂ-
cies when the 'ster let our his
rich top uD\',Eh in & se—nﬁ...en:al
solo apout ‘'The OQuld Plaid;

Shawl’ . This was early in J:\ei

{ first’ act, and it esteblished |
O'Marz as.one of the best bal- |
lad singers that SBroadway has
ever heard. Naturalness zn

/singer reached degp into every
L-heaft when he answered an
encore in the last ac ;:
Wearin' o' the

It is a matter of the g'ezteat

when O'Mara -OT.
chough “La was at the peak of hig jcareer.

the tfenor’s Only a handfur of records re-
Eleazer ™ that main and ‘they are -extréme
notably *“Qchone.

Tecord by an American collec- downtrodden
O’\[az‘s. in 1908 made & Such appedling tones as Oﬁar«a
very successful concert - tour of sounds when e

LA s that the present Dotes : of  that
ation are deprived of hear- ‘melody.

\great Irish singer.
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Returning from Itzly, O'Mara
Wwas guickly taken ‘up on the
concert platform as well as in
Sir Augustus Hanzss opera
2 geasops. . An ea_.\r SuscSss was
~ & - L& rin-SuBlven’s “Ivanhoe.” Coming
L to Ireland in 1893 with The
" 'Mapleson troupe he sang jn
“Carmen” with Guilia Ravogli
* = and in’ other operas. Later, he
of was the first “Mike Murphy” i
Stanford’s “Shamus’ O'Brien,
partnered by e Kirkby—
lunn. ‘Like many artistes who
excel - in tragic 1oles, . Joseph

measure the greatest comedy I.o
Hght Toles suth as this one and 5
also “Myles” -in “The Lily of
Kularney * . 8ir Charles Stgn-
ford tells in his memoirs how
he himself was. once conducting
“Shamus O’Brien” and O'Mara.
sudldenly, without warning, in-
troduced -so much unrehearsed
domedy inte one scene that he
himself could not aold the bator
properly he began toc shake 50
-lmuch. from laughter, Quite out’
of -contrel he laid-his baton-
j{down iand " stopped conducting
:land so also ceased the orches-
tra, who now stood up to see
— what was happening on stage.

The audience also joined in the
.. -llaughter and only
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1900's O’Mara’
matic tenor

uproar had subsided could the

During the ear
; imcamxs:zugloa.ding

pany, with whom he Teémained
until he formed his own com-
¢ pany ol 12}’. Wﬁh Moody Man-

Trish .premiere ‘with Blanche
Miarchesi in, the Gtle role. In
-|1908 he was the first Irish ‘Rud- -

olph” (Boheme). ' Later same
year he made a very successful

American concert tour,
agein wn'.h Moody Mann e
was the t Irish “Cavara

-{Tosca) - m 1910,  This seas
was #lso  notabie for the. Isisn

partnering O'Mara. This L
-| very big success and:an_ t:e_r—
native cast. featured Philif
Brozil and Bessie Weir. What
a fine company was M Man-
ners, with. the very best” %
British singers as well as m,a_ny
overseas artisies! .
*_From _Germany ecame  Hedr

€ §.| Richard Eckhold, the Wagneri&n
4 conductor,
Toni Seiter as lea
who Egpled bravi

th.e Engl words {Iris]

{A:dn..'l. m w]:uch John Coates
sang “Radames”. Another con-
-duetor| was the Itdlan Signor:
Sapio, his wife, ‘Madame . De
| Vere Sapi, late of the New. York
Metropolitan, shared leading
‘|soprano i leads with -Fanpny

dy. Philip Brozel ‘was an
mg Dutch renor, whilst |

pany. |
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e gy
season he would & Balfe!
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