At the Little Company of Mary, St. John's Hospital,
Centenary Mass in St. John's Cathedral, Sister Mary
Hassett (right), and Sister Catherine O'Connell, both .
of the centenary committee,

HUNDREDS of people joined in the
celebrations at the weekend as the
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turned St, John’s from a fever Lospital
into a general hospital.

Little Company oi Mary celebrated
100 years in Limerick.

It was a century ago that Count
Moore made money available for the
Company, better known as the Blue
Nuns to come to the city.

And his grandson, Arthur Moore,
Mooresfort, County Tipperary, was
one of the guests of honour at the
celebrations at St. John's Hospital.

The founder of the order, Mother
Mary Potter, came to Limerick and

Sister Angela O'Keeffe (left), from Grange, who
joined the Little Company of Mary Order in 1925,

Now al ospital—the
Company also, of course, run Milford
Hospice in Limerick.

Sisters who served in Africa, Italy,
America, Australia and England
attended the concelebrated Mass
along with the whole parish of St.

John's, all of whom were invited.
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Representing the Superior General
was Sr. Geraldine Fitzgerald, a native
of Limerick and now based in

al, Centenary Mass in St. John's Cathedral.

Most Rev. Df. Jeremiah Newman
and over 20 priests attended the

The Sisters point out that St. John's
still, as it always has, serves both poor
and rich. Sixty per cent of patients are
medical card holders.

After the Mass the attendance
marched down behind a photograph of
the founder to St. John’s Pavilion
where they talked of times gone by and
the changes in the Order over the past
century.

Address by Most Reverend Jeremiah Newman, Bishop of
Limerick, on the occasion of the centenary of the coming of the
Little Company of Mary to Limerick given in St. John’s
Cathedral on Sunday last.

THIS afternoon we are
forgathered for the pur-
pose of offering the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass in
both honour towards and
supplication for the Con-
gregation of the Littie
Company of Mary, whose
Sisters first came to
Limerick in 1888.

A word of history should be in
order. As is well known, the
Congregation was founded
towards the end of the last
century by Mother Mary
Potter, an Englishwoman, for
the precise purpose of suc-
couring the sick and especially
praying for the dying. It
quickly spread in England, to
Rome and Australia,

In 1887, following a request by
Bishop Edward Thomas
O’Dwyer, then only one year
Bishop of Limerick, the Con-
gregation set up a foundation
here. The first Sisters arrived

and started the
services in St. John’s Hospit-
al, for the purpose of nursing
in which Bishop O’Dwyer had
specifically invited them.

Although under stress at the
start, the Hospital gradually
progressed with the aid of the
citizens who saw in it a truly
good and needed object. Still,
for quite some time the Sisters
had no convent and attended
Mass in the Cathedral or in
the Hospital where Fr. Crotty
of Donoghmore said a daily
morning Mass. The Sisters
have been very faithful to the
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The Bishop of Limerick, Dr. Jeremiah Newman, .
speaking at the Little Company of Mary, St. John's
Hospital, Centenary Mass in St. John's Cathedral.

and Sister McNamara from Ballyneety who joined in
1922, pictured at the Centenary Mass in St. John’s
Cathedral for the Little Company of Mary, St. John's
Hospital. -

Cathedral and its staff ever
since,

Development
In the early days, their remun-

eration was miserable, £25 a
year or ten shillings a week.
Happily, towards the end of
the century, things began to
improve. A Chaplain was
appeinted, funds raised, and
in 1904 the foundation stone of
a convent laid.

The people had been truly

generous. We should, though,
not forget the words of Bishop
O’Dwyer on the occasion of
the opening of the convent:
“We believe that these works
(of charity) never will be done
permanently — never can be
done permanently — on what
the world calls business prin-
ciples . . . They . . . cannot
wear out the love of God
which charity shows to the

~ alleviation of His poor”’.

between ordinary pain and
suffering. Such suffering of
itself is negative; it is evil; it
serves no purpose. In short, it
cannot be explained or
accommodated within the
normal, natural, framework
‘of human life.

It is for this reason that no purely
human consolation can really
provide an adequate support
to one who is suffering. The
patural world of man is
logically incapable of coming
to terms with its own negation
and suffering as a contradic-
tion to life is repugnant to the
natural order.

Reflecting on this, we cannot but
realise that it is only by
transcending man’s own nar-
row natural world that we can
really cope with suffering and
give it meaning. Only experi-
ence of another world, a world
of mystery, can reconcile man
to it. This, my friends, is the
function of the Cross of Christ

What I am tryiug to s

St. Matthew's Gospel, which
clearly indicates that the mea-
sure of Christian commitment
is the extent to which we hel
our fellow men |
afflictions:- ““1 was sick and
you visited me”. 5 S
ks that

the man is a Ch , not
primarily hiv prayer of theolo-
gical knowletige, but to the
extent that he bears suffering
for Christ’s sake and minks-.
ters in the name of Chrlst to
his suffering brothers and
sisters, who otherwise wonld
have no one,

Tribute _
It is in this context that the work

of the Li¢tle Company of Mary
takes on its most profeund
significance. In a booklet on
the Sisters, Sr. Geraldine
Fitzgerald, one of Limenle’s
own, now in London with the
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ter Claver O'Shea, Provincial Superior, Little
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| purpose, he must know iis

poor, a fact that
b forgotte

# i
s not the place in which to
outline the expansion of the
( imerick

the ¢ of the elder
recently of a Hosp T
very serlonsly ill — receivir
them, by the way, irrespective
of their means.

We should not fail to remember

these things. All of uws are
sometimes sick or injured. All
of us eventually become old
and finally all of us die.

Questions
My dear friends, there are

certain very basic and myste-
rious aspects to life. Some are
of a happy kind, joyful and
positive, such as sexual love or
the birth of a child, Others are
sad happenings, the cause of'
grief. Of such a kind are pain
and suffering.

ese matters involve life’s
ultimate questions. They have
always posed a problem for
philosophers, especially suf-
fering. Why does the all-
powerful God allow it? 1
remember how, when I was a
young student of philosphy at
Maynooth now many years
ago, one of the defying ques-
tions which used to face us in
what was called Natural
Theology was the very one:
‘Why Does God Permit
Evil??, as one author express-
ed it, or “The Problem of Pain’
as the well-known writer G. 5.
Lewis did.

In actual fact, pain in human life

does not in itself constitute a
problem as to why God
permits it. Pain is necessary
for man; it has a meaning for
life. This is so because without
the ability to feel pain man
simply could not exist. The
truth of this is evident when
one considers that, strangely
enough, man is the least
adapted of all animals to life.
He does not so much adapt
himself to the world as adapt
the world to himself. For that

points of threat to him, and
that is the function of pain. In
other words, it tells him where
to be cautions; once bitten
twice shy. Without the possi-
bility of pain he would get into
situations that would destroy
him. In short, pain is
meaningful, in the natural
order of things.

It is s g

aral to Christianity,

ed as Christianity is on

suffering God

becom mystery of
why God permitted the suf]
ing of his Son in order to g

salvation for sinful

cultivated pagans of antiqui-
ty, who stoically bore their
sufferings without demur.
That such are to be admired is
beyond question. But let us
have no doubt about it; they
did not have hope; they were
hopeless. Basically even their
most courageous acceptance
of suffering counld not be
anything other than putting a
brave face on things, keeping
the best side out as we say.
Even with such nobility, they
could not exactly be examples
of true humanism because of
the irreconcilability of suffer-
ing with natural human life,
which is all they knew about.
Only by linking his own
snffering to the suffering of
Christ can man bring a
meaningful perspective to
bear on the human condition.

Neighbour

It should be noted too that it is
only in this way that the
healthy person can also be a
true Christian, What 1 mean
is that it Is of the very essence
of the Christian life to help
one’s fellow man in his suffer-
jng for the sake of Jesus
Christ. We should hever
forget the passage from St.
John's Gospel which reads:
“Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
Now there is in Jerusalemm
by the Sheep Gate a pool, in
Hebrew called Bethzatha,
which has five portices. In
these lay a multitude of
invalids, blind, lame, para-
lyzed. One man was there,
who had been ill for thirty-
eight years. When Jesus saw
him and knew that he had
been lying there a long time,
he said to him, ‘Do you wantto
be healed?” The sick man
answered him, ‘Sir, I have no

——man to put me into the pool’:**

When one thinks about it, it
becomes evident that the most
terrible human experience is
to find oneself saying: ‘I have
no one’’. No man should have
to say this as long as he has
Christian neighbours. We

should recall the passage from

own, now in Londok Wik e
¢ the Congrega-
5 the Following
lines: i g
“Our. Lady stood bemesth the
Cross

A little space apart,

1,
And when she hegrd. Owe Lord
'y out,
A sword went throwgh her
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heart’’, :
ster Geralding remarks that
these words more thafi amy
others paint the backgroand
and 'meaning of the Littie
Company of Mary, who have
devotlon to the
8 of Calvary, standing
t the foot of the Cross wh{
Mary. In them we have u body
of consecrated woien, cofse:
crated to the religions Hfe i
the carrying on of the grest
work for which thelr Con-

gregation was founded,

Over the course of the years

since they came to Limerick,
despite  differences =l
beginning with Bishop
O'Dwyer who had lnvited
them here, self-denying roi-
tributions from thelr own
hard-earned resources, and
recent even more dispiriting
difficulties, they have unflin-
chingly continwed to murse the
sick, care for the nged and
pray for the dylng.

My friends, that s

that deserves more ap) o
tion and support tham is
sometimes shown by some
citizens of our city and reglon,
many of whom, were they
disposed to remember i, owe
instead a debt of gratitude to
the Sisters om of

part
themselves or thelr relatives’

and friends.

At the same time, there is, we

know, a deep respect ond
affection for the Sisters, even
on the part of people who do
not always show it publically.
And there are staunch bodies,
such as the Friends of St
John’s Hospital and the be-
nefactors of the Hosplce, who
do not stint themselves ks
contributing tewards the
material means that are neces-
sary to ensure fthe mosl
efficient running of these
important institutions,

know it Is youwr wish and
prayer, as it is mine, that the
Blue Nuns will receive both
the vocations, finsnclal sup-
port and unequivocal general
encouragement such as will
enable and enthuse thein o
remain with us for many a day
to come.

In the persons of these fine
dedicated women, I salule 0N
your name and my owi the
coming of the Congregatioin to
Limerick and a frultful future
amongst usin the years that He
ahead,

In the name of the Father andthe
Son and the Holy Splrit,

081981 NESI

. AN CHUIRT DUICHE

-Suffering _ (The District Court) -

Suffering i tively different District Court Area of Adare. District No. 13
e e e taies | NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF A
the place of pain when pain | CONF IRMAT%ON OFNI’}I TEANIS&;ERK%FA II:SE({’No-LlCENCE
ceases to have any human APPLICANT: ROBERT
function, when, so to speak,it |  TAKE NOTICE that Robert Kearney of Main Street,
f;:smi‘ l;l‘ﬂ"tl ﬁ\““t“';’ "at*‘}_“{r Croom, County Limerick, in the County of Limerick, intends
ingni:: et a6 iiscltsd o | toapplytothe ‘Annual Licensing District Court to be held at the
and constitutes a challenge o Courtfhousc, Adare, on the 13th day off Scpltcrnber, 1982:: at1l
life. ' a.m. for confirmation of a Transfer of the Intoxicating Liquor

You all know what I am talking | Licence attaching to the premises situate at Main Street,
about — the suffering that can Crooni, in the County of Limerick in the Court Area and
desc_end on an indivudal or a District afores :
family, whether due to physic- Dated this 12th day of August, 1988.

al, mental or economic break- SR v A
down that is total, the irret- Signed: HAYES BREEN McCARTHY,

rievable loss of reputation, the Solicitors, .
death of a loved one, and so on ‘iﬁ (0] CO]\II ell Street,
and so forth, The causes of Imerick.
?li;‘ering alretliegiont. \ghen we | To: District Court Clerk, Di t Court Office, Courthouse,
find somebody cut own in Limerick. ;
:)':_fﬁ‘l';!i’;"'t‘;‘c‘;‘r"rp‘”:l‘:;eb‘:f:ét; And: Chief Fire Officer, Limerick County Council, 80/83
oy L ri{;gp“r st with no | O’ Connell Street, Limerick
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hope of recovery, then we And: The Superintendent, Garda Siochana, Askeaton, Co
know how to differentiate Limerick. (.EZWS‘EM




