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ONE bundred years ago St
John's Hospitai began the
second phase of it’s existence
when it was taken over by a
new board of governors,
under the chzirmanship of
Bishop Edward O'Dw
the arrival of the Littie Com-
pany of Mary who took over

r,and 4

the pumsing” administration,

The hospital hes aleeady been

in existence since 1780.

The hospitat came into being
when Lady toRge (nee Pery),
a very charitable and berevelent
womntan, responded to the needs of
Il_lle s‘“:kI‘?Sﬂ d]ss!ime in Limerick
city in . Poverty, poor Livi
conditions and la:ky‘ of hygieg
<aused an epidemic of fever in the
<ity (cholera, typhus and typhoid
WELE COmMO).

. She was instrumental in T~
ing the old Guatd House {associ-
ated with the famous Sarsficld)
and with subscriptions from cits
merchants and other notable fami-
lies, the building was rencvated
and ppened for _F:]lsi.cn& on Febrg-
ary 23, 1781. is was the first
*faver hospital® in Great Britain;
llté?nl,undcn Respital opened in

Lady Flartstonge, we are told
visited the ‘inmates’, undetetred
by the dreaded disease and con-
tinued her personal inferest until

fier death in 1793,
By 1786 a new building {cost
Eﬂd) was erected “on the founda-

tion of the &4 city wall, in an
eleveted healthy position, on a
three-acre site, architect James
Williams™, Str Hanry Hatstonge
{husbaud of Lady H.} being a
member of Parlisment, was fe-

ansible for obtaining a grant

m Parlinment for the hospital,
‘The staff cansisted of two visiting
physicians, Dr. Hassett and Dr.
Crump. f‘l‘hc latter contacted
typhus fever from a patient apd
fed in 1798). There was ako a

~of the Nuns

It was in July 1888 that the [ocal peaple
toticed t activity around the hospital.
Word had got around that Nuns were coraing
but they were unaccugtomed to seeing 57.:erg
in white gowns and blue veils. A story is told
of a woman coming out from Mass in the
Cathedral who spread the news that she had
seen a vision of Our Lady at one of the
hospital windows! She was not wware that the
Sisters were busy inside cleaning up after the
workinen and getting vid of the debris, The
Bishop had hopad to have at least the living
accommadation ready for the Sisters when
they arrived aboat the first week in July, but
the progeess was slow and he arvanged for the
first two Sisters to stay at 5t, Mary’s Convent,

staff were in artendance: Dr. P. F. Graham,
M.D., Dr, McGrath, F.R.C.5.1., and Dr.
Folin Holmes, In 1889 the lirs1 patient on the
register was Fr. Gleeson, C.C., of Bruff,
;ldmmed under Dr. Holiaes with a fractured
ep.

Tn 1905 D, J. F. Devane joined the staff
and with his expertise mejor surgery of all
kinds was petformed. Fhere weré many
‘emergencies’ and travelling conditions were
difficult. e records in his book trips to Co.
Kerry taking a theatre Sister with him to
perform operations on patients with ‘acute
abdomens” on an impravised operalhtﬁtable
int the kitchen, and they survived 100. He was:

where they received a warm ese
were Sisters Edward Hitchoock and Mother
Veronica  Dowling who became the first
matron. Sisters de Montfort Fox and Clare
Mullins arrived next day in time for the
opening ceremony on the [3th. The first Mass
in the hospital chapel was celebrated by the

visiting apothermry, a mawon- Adm. of St John's Cathedral, Rev. Fr.
housekeeper, some ‘handy Higgins. What a daunting task lay ahead for
women’ keownasnursetenders, A these young Sisters in their strange environ-
Scction of the bullding waskeptfor  ment. Despite all the renavatians, the records

From 1800-180Z the pmgra§ of fell us that the building was dasp, sanitary

er d alarming propor-  ATTRILSMENES wWere uns: v, the water
Gons and Whe mext big cpideme  Moscontaminated, gas light poor. Fires had to
came again in the vears 1817-1819, D¢ Kepl going to heat the place. Theirs was a
Dr. Geary, who had now joined  fong uphill siruggle sustasned only by their
the siaff, published a booklet in  {ai

on
the netire and progress of fever in
this district'; the ‘district’ referped
to being the area known as
Englisktown and Irishtown. It is
grim reading and be refers to the
sozial injestice znd inequalities af
that time. This helped to stit tie
copsciences of the more fortenate
cltizens. An appeal was faunched
for funds for the hospital A
wooden building in the grounds
was erected capable of holding 30

ients. The main bulldisg has 78

ds bul the number of patients
fluctusted with demand, During
1817-1818 the records show that

the numberave, 180and went
45 high as 191. dead were
cartied away in carts for burial.
‘Whole: families were found dead
huddled together in their hovels.

In 1832 the vi 5. cholera
]eapidemic which ~swept across

e reacked * Limerick. It
lasted two years, The Mayor at the:
time, Mz Vercker, formed a
heglth commiliee consisting of
twenty citizens, He officers
wete appointed in each parish and
temporary *hospltals’ were opened
for cholera victims, Batringeass’
Hospital also made provisiom for
the admission of fever patisnts
during this period. The health
officers ap 1o, have been
meticulous in keepingrecords. We
quote; “Every attention that conlt
be paid to human Beings was given
by the Shysidan apathecaries,
staff and clergymen, each: vying
with each other in performing the
corporal werks of mercy,” and
noted “'the hospital was plentiful)
supplied with d prime beef,
bread, tea, milk, whey, wihe and
brandy . . ."

During the Famine years of the
1840’5 thousands died of sickness
and starvation. In 1845/46 the
number of patients admitted to 5t.
John's was 3,228, Duting the thirly
years which followed the number
of fever patienls coming to the
Rospital steadily declined. This

and dedication. They set about estab-
Hshing a dard of cleandi and disinf
tants were nsed to help cortrol and prevent
infection. The ‘art and science’ of nursing was
introduced and the methods promoted by
_Florence Nightingale were taught.

One wing of the hospital was allocated for
fever patients and the remaining beds
allocated for ical and medical patients.

instr | i having alf che fever ]Jarients
treated at the City Fever Hospitel, Even-
though patients and nuises were confined 10

chapter
about to
commence

NO ONE was prepared for
the severe financial cut-
backs which ensued and the
subsequent closure of Bar-
rington’s Iospital, whose
doors were afways open to
the sick people of Limerick
and surrousding areas for
130 years.

Saint John's Hospital te-
day contirues to provide g
comprekensive medical and
nursing service, catering for
the needs of people from
Limerick and the surreund-
'mo% areas. The hospitaf has
100 beds, 60% of which are
for peblic patients. This
im¢ludes a 10-bad day care
wnit, the opening of which
has been delayed awaiting
fandi i from

the fever wards the stigma ren d and
some patients expressed their fears of
contactmg the fever when being admitted for
other ailments. During this period Mother
Ambrose OPDonnell was matron and initi-
ated many changes. She later became Mather
General of the Congregation.

1 for equip
the Departtent of Health.
In April of this year a new
Qut-Patients” Department
was epened, fanded by the
Department of Health at a
cost of £350,000. The unit
ludes a full accident and

One of the ‘ingredients” the dedi d
doctors and Sisters needed to improve the
facilities and eater for the increasing valume
of patients was finance! In the 1890%s the
Ginancial situation was so bad that an fem
from the recoeds best iBustrates h: “an
application from the nwns for a coffin for a
patient who had died was refused.” In 1893
the Sisters were increased to six. The
demands were increasing, so were the debts.
By 1897 Bishop O'Dwyer suggested that the
Sisters shoudd withdraw and wrote according-
ly to the foundress in Nottingham. She
q{;ickiy replied that the Sisters should not be
blamed for the financial difficulties. She sent
over another Sister -— Mother Catherice,

‘The records {eli us that the following medical

whe became matron.

S AR

Source material for this article: ‘A History of St. John's
Hospital’ by the [ate Dr, J. F. Devane. ‘A Vision of Hope', by
Sr. Geraldine Fitzgerald, L.C.M. Document compiled by
fate Dr. John G. Holmes. Archives of Sisiers of Meroy, St.

Mary's, Limerick.

was mainly die to improved SO

sanitation, more employment, bet-
®er huusing.

In Octeber 1877 Bishop Edward
O*Dwyer received a letter fromthe
Board of Management of 8t
Jokn's Hospital asking him to
become a member of the Board of
Governars “with a view to resusci-
tating the huspita] and making it
more useful.”’ The Bishnfr,p and
others donated some fimance
which was spent an badly needed
repairs. Within the hospital there

remained the remnants of Furni-
ture and bedding from former days
which no doubt’ harboured infec-
ponhfmm the lb;usanck dof ir'::ﬁﬁ-
ing humanity who passed 1
i:% doors! v ¥ vEh
Bishop O'Dwyer was searching
for some mursing Sisters for the
hnspitaall.. i;])_l:\rine Cgruvidence
arranged if tiis way, Count Arthur
Moore, M.P., of Meoresfort,

Ti?perﬂ , was in Rome with his
wife an‘! during their visit she
became very ill with entetic fever.
She was nursed back to health by
two Sisters of the Little Company
af Mg:ly, Sisters Catherine and
Michzel, Count Mocre, ia grati-
tude t0 God and His Blessed
Mother and the devoted care of the
Sisters, made a fesolution 10 .do
everything in his power to bring
thes¢ Sisters to [reland. His first
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Teguest met with refusal. Slsters
could not be spared. The con-
gregation was omly efeven years in
existence, It was founded by an
En’slishwoman, Mary Potter, fraif

in peor health, She was called

the chusch 10 eare for te sick and
dying, regardiess of class, religion
or naticnelity. She inspired others
10 join her. Ome of her first
companions was a widow, anosher
4 qualified nurse trained i the
tecently established Florence
Nightingale School of Nursing.

ey were in Rome secking
recognition; far the congregation
and soon found their services in
demand by the English-speaking
residents i the Eternat Csty.

Marﬁ'ei’ouer‘s vision was spelied
outin her first writings and became
a mahgwﬁcn Imany young women
were drawn 10 join her. Their
mission is to be companions of
Mary in the world today. By their
prayers and sacrifices they jater-
cede for the dying of the whote
world and where ible are
personaliy present with those who
are jll or dying at home or in
hospital. To
hes

v

ST ENDA'S COMMUNITY SCHOOL

Kilmaliock Road, Limerick. Phone 49222

ded o many parts of the
world.

The Count finally persnzded
Patter (who was in Rome et

that time) 2o vead two Sisters
Limerick, where he said a hospita}
was being renavated and that the

By God ta found & congregation in |

ate the congregation ||

emergency department andg
conspitant staffed out-
patients clinics, Over 100
people are treated in the
accident and emergency de-
pastment daily and wp to
another 100 are seem at

05,

Approximately 90% of
patients who attend at these
clivies are medical card
holdersand therefore free of
tharge. Patients who de oot
have a medical card are
liable for a single £10
Gavernment charge which
covers them for the complete
range of hospital out-pafient
services in relation to a
particular ailment.

Further developments
due fo take place al the

include i

ERA OF SPECIALISATION
COMES TO ST. JOHN'S -

BY 1950 a new exiension was added to
the hospital increasing the bed com-
plement to 100. This incladed new
operating theatres, pathologicsl and
bio-chemiesl iaboratory asd adminis-
trative area. The Limerick Blood
Transfusion Service now moved to the
old block near the gate and had its own
medical director ard stafl. The era of
specialisation had begun. The hospital
had a full ra;lfe of spacialists and it
must be recorded that they pave their
services ta patients #1_Ouf-Patients’
Clinics long befare the Diepartment of
Health recognised them. Many new-
born babies were saved by exchan
blood transfusions. A central stenle
_supply unit was set up.

From 1925 o 1938 81. John's was
affiliated to the Mercy Hospital in
Cork and studenis spent some time
there. By 1939 St. John's was in a

osition to satisfy the Irish Nursing
anrd of that time. Mother Berch-
mans was matron during this period.
En 1947 Sister Mildred {rSullivan
received the Sister Tutors Diploma at

London University. She took over the
training school and was principal tator
until het retirement over a year aga,
Some Sisters specialised in other
areas: theatre, physiotherapy,
radiography, laboratory, adminisera-
ten, ete.

_The rapidly expanding healsh ser-
vices in Irefand put 2 severe strair on
Local and Central Government Fi-
nances. Where formetly the Voluntary
Hospitels’ finances were sup-
plemented by the Hospital $weep-
stake Funds, gradually the Depart-
ment of Health took control and
allocated funds to meet the hospital
deflcit from central funds. The hospit-
al needed funds badly for new
dagnostic equipment. 1{ group of

eopls, inchnding some staff, set up a
und raising comnittes which included
the existin%hvolumeers, and became
known as The Friends of St. John's.
Their sustained efforis over the years
generated firance for new equipmient

_for existing deparuments and enabled

new units to get started.

En the early 1980's the fong sought
ecission and finance was allocated
y the D. of H. 1o modernise the

kitchen and entering area. To comply
with D. of H. regulations and Fgre
Prevention Regulations, the Manage-
ment Committee set about the task of
having a fessibility study carcied out
exploring the possibilities and alterna-
tives necessary to modemise the whole
building. After long negotiations with
frequent ch of health mini

A school
for the
training
of nurses
begins

In 1897 the Board of
Governors decided to accept
probativner nurses, the first
three were: Mabel Wray
from England, Dora Frost
from Limerick and Lily
Green from Co. Clare.

the D. of H. fmelly approved the
plans. The work was ta be completed
it thyee stages, The third one, a new
building to accommodsate out-
patients, extension to X-Ray depars.
ment and clinics was postponed, The
Departmient of Health at that time
sanctioned the remainder and ailo-
cated the finance.

Part of the old convent was
converted into 2 pew 20 bed ward unit
with ancillary services but the D, of H,

Their photograr fathe
hospital records. Lay nurses
continued to be trained at
St. John's until 1934. From
that time onwards a farge
number of Little Company
af Mary Sisters were trained
and many of these went to
South Africa and Zimbalrwe
(formerly Rhodesia) to rew
foundations there. The
training schoal was again

refused finance for equipment and
staffing. It now accommodates the
gasiro-enterciogy unit and cavdiac
assessrpent Unit.

pened to lay stud in
1968.
A Building Fund was set
up in 1896 when a bazaar

of the Gastre-Enterology
Unit and Cardine Assess-
ment Unit, both to be
available for latern snd
extern patients.

Now the Barringtons’
stalf with the expertise and
experience, patticularly in
accident and  emergency,
continne to give their ser-
vices in their new envicon-
ment. Saint John's staff
welcome them.

The long tatked about
merger of the two hospitals
has come about isn an
unexpected way. A new
chapter fr the history of
Saint John's is aboud to

Frank Patterson
concert

Frank Patterson, the tenor,
will host 4 gala concert, with
his guests, at the Limerick Inn
on Friday, August 26th, at 8
F.m.,_m aid of Polio Fel-
owship/Rehab. Details were
announced at a pross recep-
1ion, yesterday evening, at the
hotel,

Limerick-born Dublin-based press photographer Eamonn Gilligan pictured with his friend of 24 years,
world famous tenor Luciano Pavarotti at dinner in the Shalbourne Hotel, Dublin,

called “Th d* was orga-
nised., Agsin in 1903 a
second ome cadled ‘The Col-
leen Bawn' was very suc-
cessful. A copy of the
programme sill exists, A
hand pninted poster now
hangs in the ademission area
of the hospital. Bishop
’Dwyer laid ihe founda-
tion stone for a convent for
the Sisters in 1904. This
building faces the Cathed-
ral. Exiensions were added
For the School of Nursing. In
the 1960%s when Departmoent
of Heaith finances were slow
to be sunclioned the Sisters
advanced seme of their own
finances in order 10 provide
a further extension which
included alarge lecture hall,

Pilgrimage
{0 Knock

Special ceremonies for the

[ closing of Marian Year wilt
-| take piace on Monday, Au-

gust 15, at Knock, Buses
depart from Knock Shrine
Bur¢au, Bedford Row,
Limerick, at 8 a.m. Further
details from Bureau.

"VERTICAL BLIN
VENETIAN BL

We have a huge range of qualities and

eolours to choose from.

Measuring and fitting will be carried outby
our experts, free of charge.

Wonetian blinds will be soldless
33v4% and Vertical Blinds less 25%

during sale.

Thousands of pounds worth of ready made blinds and mis-fitstobe

HURRYHURRYHURRYHURRYHURRYHURRYHURRY |

REPEAT LEAVING
CERTIFICATE

Applications are sought from honours laval students
who wish to repeat the Leaving Certificate in $989.
*Excellent rasulls record.

*Small classes,

*Specialised teachers.

*Counsalling and tutorial provision.

Bishop was most anxious to have
them come. Count Moore gave a
donation of £1,500 for the hospital.

MELLERARY
GROTTO

Coma and pray with us.
daring

THIRD
ANNIVERSARY

'OP QUALITY

Allblinds on offer, are madsa fromthe

bestguality matoeriais,

Linen, Teraytene, Holland and

Fiberglass.

Small Quantity of discontinued patterns

wiilbe solt Lass 50%.

- FITTING SERVICE -

sold during the first two weeks of August from £10 upwards. SUNBLINDS
DON'T WAIT-— CHECK THIS OUT. FOLD-AWAY, ETC.
Bring inthe measurements of your windows and we will cut your choice of Suitable fo"hop" patie
blinds to the required size. doors, kitchen windows.,
RS M ROLLERBLINDS GIEITEE choossirom nave,
-BLIND REPAIRS W ROLLERBLINDS | SHOWROO Plastolons, Wetloor,
Make your old blinds BEAT THIS FOR VALUE  Youcan segand buy alithese anvas and Linon.
look nzw. Wo will be offaring ournew %ff:rs srour g:;::\svtrg;né s\:]t: ﬁ!‘ sgggﬁﬁ’ ?"I?#EN
Blinds reversed, re-scalloped  [angeofrollerblindsduring U PP ehaixdays aweek from 9 g&g‘g‘l\‘&;us DURING

and re-fringed. am straight through to 5.30

Super Enkalon Mist and Majestic

Venetian blindsre-tapedand  Tersiyene are the newest roller . o . d
re-corded, blindstothe I!rjigh Mﬂ;ke!and if rfygucan'rcalrm}g;yiﬁ_ﬂrmﬁ el

. - youwant to add real beauty to and our representative willcs KenrSalRc
This wﬂK‘L‘I':";;:%?EE?"hd . yourhome, and show you all the bargains ARy
cutat HAL or DON'T MISS THIS on offer, in the privacy of your £
the duration of the sale. OPPORTUNITY. home atatime suftabletoyou, %

., — AUGUET 1624 rviceia carrled out apeadily
Application forms avallable from our administratfon Ourfitting se CHILDERS ROAD, L.
fhice. Complsted forms must be submittad ta the Orgarized programma. and efficlently completeiy free of charge.
e e || oo || St e, LIMERICK BLINDS LTD, o oreer wivaw meer e
from Monday, 25th August. 13 g torrsa| | orTalaphoneazaso. WEPUT EVERYONE IN THE SHADE 1w
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