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By MIKE DWANE

MEMBERS_ of the
Hunt family have
spoken for the first
time on the report
that clears John and
Gertrude Hunt of
allegations they had
links with “notori-
ous dealers in art
looted by the Nazis.”

The allegations, which
were outlined four years
ago in an open letter to
President McAleese from
the international liaison
director of the Simon
Wiesenthal Centre, Dr
Shimon Samuels, led to
accusations that, not only
had the Hunts traded in
looted art, but that they
were engaged in espi-
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Trudy Huni with her lafe brother, John: o report

| illegal activity.”

“Ag John stated in an
article in the Limerick

| Leader on February 14,

| post-war visit to

into the Hunt Collection: has cleared their parents
of having links with Nazi arf dedlers

was depending on this file
ih making its allegations.

in good faith, and
should anything

given
that

i were members  But Dr Nicholas found tntoward be found to

of fascist political organi-
sations. :

This outraged dJohn
Hunt Jor, who told the
Limerick Leader shortly
pefore his death in 2004
that his German mother
was “deeply anti-fascist”,
and the allegations would
be proven to be ground-
less.

Now, his sister, Trudy,
and widow, Patricia, have
released a statement wel-
coming Lynn Nicholas’
report which “fully vindi-
cates the good name” of
John and Gertrude Hunt.

“Anyone who knew my
parents would realise
that the allegations made
against them could not be
irue.”

Dr Nicholas, who was
engaged to examine the
work of the Royal Irish
Academy’s Hunt Museuin
Fvaluation Group, also
examined the Wiesenthal
Centre’s supposed smok-
ing gun-a wartime file on
the Hunts ip the Irish mil-
itary intelligence archive.
The RIA was lambasted
by the Wiesenthal Cenire
for nor including this file
3 IR B investigation,
despite the fact that the
contre mever revealed it

nothing

Hunts to anything suspi-
cious in this file. Dr
Samuels had also called
on the personal files of
John and Gertrude Hunt
to be scrutinised, and the
family has told the Limer-

. ick Leader that Dr
Nicholas was  given

access to these docu-
ments in the course of
her inguiries.

“We have co-operated
fully from the start with
the Hunt Museum Evalu-
ation Group, and to that
end we agreed to meet
with Dr Nicholas and give
her access to the family
papers,” they state.

While finding no evi-
dence of anything unto-
ward, Dr Nicholas does
recommend continued

" research into the prove-

nance of artefacts in the
Hunt Collection, some-
thing the family agree
should be done,

“Or Nicholas suggests.
continued research into
the provenance of objects.

in the collection. This is
an ongoing task for any
museum,” the Hunts
state.

“We have always stated
that the collection was

) ertentl
included, then interna-
tional best practice would
be followed and justice
done.”

The provenance of
objets d’arts nothwith-
standing, it was the cam-
paign to portray the
Hunts as Nazi sympathis-
ors or spies that most ouit-
raged the family and
their supporters. Dr
Samuels had written that
when the couple moved o
Ireland from Britain in

*1939, they did so “one step

ahead of MI5.”

But Trudy and Patricia
Hunt say nothing could
be further from the truth.

“My parents moved to
Treland because of the
local resentment towards
my mother, as a German
national, not ‘one. step
ahead of MI5® as alleged.
My mother was inter-
viewed by the security
services, as were most
Germans resident in Eng-
1and at.that time, but was

‘not found {o pose any
security visk. My parents
were able to travel freely

1o and from Englatid after
the war, which would not
have been the case if they
had been involved in any

o as

2004, my mother was
deeply anti-fascist. She
had moved from Ger-
many to England to
escape the developing
political situation there.
She had experienced the
hardship of the First
World War, in which her
father was killed, and lat-
er lost her two step-broth-
ers in the Second World
War.” ;

many by the Hunts. But
Gertrude, who was deeply
concerned for her mother
who remained in Nazi
Germany during the war,
and her husband had
gone “to see her mother;
not to buy art, as ‘was
alleged,” the family stlelwe.f

i i

the family,” said Trudy
Hunt, “were deeply dis-
tressed by the allegations
made against our parents.
The attack on their repu-
tation was of a very per-
sonal nature and com-
pletely unsubstantiated.
Sadly John did not live to
see the report published,
but he knew from the out-
set that”'he truth would

win out.

4] feel that the Dr
Nicholas report has com-
pletely vindicated my
parents and clearly shows
that they were not Nazis,
spies or dealers oted
art, as was alleged. We
gincerely thank all those
who have stood by us
through these difficult
times.”

When the allegations
arose, both John Jr and
Trudy. Hunt stepped aside
from the hoard of the
Hunt Museum. Asked if

15 intevested in
ming the position,
Ms ‘Hunt said: “T would

welcomé the opportunity

to-be a member of the

‘board once again, hut

have not been contacted
in this regard.”

NEVWS

The Hunt Museum: its collection was the subject of
Wiesenthal Centre that part of it came from art loot

THE man who accused
the founders of Limer-
ick’s Hunt Museum of
links to “notorious deal-
ers” in looted Nazi art,
has in turn been accused
by ene of the world’s lead-
ing experts in the field of
making mistaken state-

ments and unverified
claims, writes Mike
Dwane.

American academic Dr
Lynn_ Nicholas variously
describes the claims and

conduct © T
Samuels, of the Simon
Wiesenthal Centre in

Paris, the Jewish human
rights organisation, as
“offensive”  and “con-
frontational and personal-
ly abusive”, while his
witholding of informa-
tion regarding John and
Gertrude Hunt in Irish
military intelligence files
is compared to “challeng:
ing the Irish authorities
in a sort of blackmail
game” which was “Unpro-
fegsional in the extreme.”

Irish security forces
monitored Gertrude
Hunt, as they did all Ger-
man nationals in the war
years, but having exam-
ined ihe relatively insub-
stantial 30-page file, Dr
Nicholas concludes that
“orasently available infor-

mation and research prg:
B

vides no proof whatsoe
er that the Hunts were

involve any kind of
espionage orthey were

tralfickers in looted art.”
“And- in a hard hitting
conelusion to her report
on the work of the group
that examined’ Dr

Samuels’ - claims, Dr

Nicholas refers to the
“moral obligation” pro-
fessed by art historian
and archaelogist Erin
Gibbons in notifying the
Wiesenthal Centre of her
concerns about the Hunts,
who she had been
researching., Some of
these concerns had been
aired in a review of a
guide to the Hunt Muse-
um in the Irish Arts
Review in 2003. In subse-
quent interviews, Ms Gib-
101 i to  have
established links between
{he Hunts and Kar] Haber-
atock, who sold over 100
artworks to Hitler, and
walter Hofer, Goering’s
art agent. How strong this
link was, however, she
would have to establish
through further research,

Ms Gibbons conceded.

It was Ms Gibhons hus-
band, Bamon Kelly, keep-
or of Irish antiguities at
the National Museuin,
who caused a sensation
last year as the Royal
Irish Academy published
its final report into Dr
Samuels’ allegations. Mr
Kelly demanded to know

why the military intelli-

gence file was nevel
axamined, It was deeided
that the RIA would then
appoint an international
_expert to do this.
Dr Nicholas notes that
the keeping of such f
was componplace for f
eign nationals, parvc
1y for Germans: Security
forces did -adyise that

Gertrude Hunt should not.
work at the flying

boat
Gynes, but she

an investigation follow!

Ruhl, not Buhrle, and the

ing claims by Dr ehimon Samuels the Simon

ed during the Nazi era in Germany

“advise on the decor of
the terminal in any case.”

Dr Nicholas concludes
that, critical to the allega-
{ions was the inclusion in
this file of three letters to
the Hunts between April

1944 and November 1946 }

from the Swiss art dealer
Alexander Von Frey.
According to Dy
Nicholas, post-war Allies’
records show Von Frey in
contact with other dealers
who traded with the Nazis
and “was involved in at
least one Nazl e ¢ -
Dr Samuels had
claimed that the corre-
spondence between Von
Frey and the Hunts
proved they were in con-
tact with two dealers,
Arthur Goldschmidt and
Tmil Buhrle, who were in
turn  associated  with
Hofer and Haberstock.
While von Frey refers to
specific pre-war trapsac-
fions hetween Gold-
schmidt and Hunt, the
objects are not identified.
“The fact that dealers
once new each other and
dealt with each other is,
therefore;, not sufficient
basis for assuming that
they shared political
ideas or participated in
looting. Von Frey certain-
ly did trade with  the
Nazis, but that fact alone
does not prove that the
Hunts did,” Dr Nicholas
writes. ;
And the claim the file
vefers to Buhrle i8 simply
a mistake, Dr Nicholas
states.
_“The name used, four
times in one letter, is

J’accuse! Now Samuels

®

E_S E

individual described, cexr-
tainly bears no reseil-
blance to the extremely
rich collector and arma-
ments manufacturer Emil
Buhrle”

The military intelli-
gence file, in fact, refers to
Buhl eight times in total.
Moreover, Dr Nicholas
gays it is clear from the
correspondence that it
was through Von Frey
that Gertrude Hunt kept
in touch with and sent
food and coffee to her

2 ] ined in
Nazi Germany during the
war.

After accusing Dr
Samuels of “at times mis-
stating” what was in the
file, Dr Nicholas con-
cludes her report as fol
lows: “There has been
much talk about moral
obligations during this
inguiry. It is, of course,
important to recover and
return items unlawfully
taken during World War
11, but it 1s equally cbliga-
tory, in the pursuit of jus-
tice, to protect peo ple and
institutions from
unproven allegations.”

Dr Samuels, Who told
the Limerick Leader in
5004 that he would go pub-
Lic with his information
once the inguiry had con-
cluded, and added he
would -name specific
ohjects, has twice been 100
busy to do in terviews this

“yyeek.

However, he told RTE
radio last week that he
was “happy to know that
nothing has come back in
terms of trafficked art”.
When asked if he would

SRR U

be apologising to the Buiy
family for making W
stantiated allegati
the gravest natu
Samuels sald he
given an apc
MNicholas
criticisms of
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