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THE 1887 nine-carat
gold Aldreland football
medal, purchased at
auction in London two
years ago, by the previ-
ous owners of the
Limerick Leader, has still
not found a home in the
city, as promised.

The medal, purchased
at Sotheby’s for a report-
ed 35,000 euro, was
owned by the descen-
dants of Malachi
0’Brien, who featured on
the Limerick team which
beat Louth in the 1887
AlHreland football final.

it was originally
thought to be the only
medal from 1887 still in
existence, but it later
emerged that there are
at least two others, one
housed in a Dublin
museum and the other
privately owned in west
Limerick.

When the Limerick
Post raised the where-
abouts of the medal last
year, Mr John McStay,
chairman of the Leinster
Leader group, owners of
the Limerick Leader prior
to its take over by
Johnson Press, said it
was in a drawer at his
Leinster residence.

I was his intention, he
said, to have it returned
to Limerick o be put on
display, either at the
Gaelic Grounds or a local
museum.

When the medal was
bought at Sothebys in
late 2005, the saie gen-
erated an amount of pub-
licity nationwide.

Mr McStay, inter-
viewed on RTE, said it
had been bought for the
people of Limerick and
would be put on display

at the newspaper's
offices in O'Connell
Street.

“It's a unique piece of
Limerick history and we
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ought it might be but
we were fairly defer-
mined to get it".

Within weeks, howev-
, the paper had
hanged hands, after
protracted negotiations.
The new owners,
Johnson Press, were not
involved in the purchase
of the medal.

Denis Holmes, chair-
an of the Limerick

(e 21"

County Board, confirmed
this week that they had
not been contacted at
any stage about the
medal’s future.

“it was said at the
fime it was to have a
resting place in Limerick
but it doesn't seem to
have arrived here yet”.

He claimed he had
‘phoned Mr McStay after
the Limerick Post first

raised the issue last
year, “and he said he
would get in touch with
me”.

Mr Holmes told the
Post that they would be
delighted to provide it
with a2 home.

“This is a very impor-
tant medal and is very
much part of Limerick’s
GAA history. Maybe Mr
McStay has other plans
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for it, but we are disap- beat daik
pointed that since its Young lrela eld
purchase over 18 called The Big Bank at

Dublin.

months ago, that we  Clonsl
have not been
approached. it would be
nice to have it on view at
the Gaelic Grounds, or
any other venue”.
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bail medal bought by the
Limerick Leader, at auction
in Sotheby’s, London, in
November, 2005,. has final
ly found g resting place in
the city, albeit temporarify-
with more than g little assis-
tance from the Limerick
Post. it has been placed at
the Hunt Museum,

The medal was won by
Malachi O'Brien, on the
Limerick Commercials team
which beat the Louth repre-
sentatives. in the Allireland
final of 1887.

it was put up for auction
oy his descendants. and pur-
chased by the Limerick
Leader, for & reported
35,000 euyro.

Mr  John McStay, then
chairman of the Leinster
Leader, owners of the
Limerick Leader, foid the
nation that it had been
beught for the people of
Limerick, and would be put
on display at the newspa-
per's offices in O'Connell

THE Limerick Post’s Campaign
Leader at auction

THE 1887 Alliraiand foot-

Street.

However, weeks later, the
Limerick Leader was sold to
Johnston Press of Scotland,
and hothing more was heard
of the medal, until its where-
abouts was Questioned in
mid 2006, by the Limerick
Post.

Obviously, the Successfuj
bid for the medal was made
when negotiations for the
sale of the Leinster Leader
group of newspapers, which
included * the Limerick
Leader, was Near concly-
‘sion,

Within days of the report
asking the whereabouts of

the medai having appeared, -

Mr McStay Contacted the
Limerick Post and revealed
it was in a drawer at his res-
idence, adding he was look-
ing for a suitable home for it.

Denis Holmes, chairman
of the Limerick County

Board, Slgdested that it pe

Put on display at the Gaelic
Grounds, Many GAA follow-
€S also guestioned when
the medal would be returned
to Limerick, as promised.

to ha
in London, in

ve the 1887 All-lreland meda] purchased by the Limerick
2005, returned to the city, has had a happy ending

Four weeks ago, the
Limerick Post again pursued
the matter, at the behest of
readers.

Now, it has been con-
firmed by the Hunt Museum,
that the medg) was, last
week, handed over to them

by Mr McStay, and will be on
public view shortly during an
exhibition of Limerick silver,
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