THE Hunt museum’s
new onling data base
is receiving colossal
interest from history
experts.

And all because of
the international pub-
licity surrounding the

The historic artefacts of the Hunt Museum have taken the leap into the this century by

claims that their
unigue collection of
artefacts had been
looted by the Nazis dur-
ing the Second World
War.

The Hunt Museum
was rocked to its foun-

dations two years ago
when the Paris-based
antl-Semitism organi-
sation, the Simon
Wisenthal Centre
alleged that the price-
less collection
begueathed to the

Joining the world of cyberspace in an online data base.
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museum by art con-
noisseurs and collec-
tors, John and
Gertrude Hunt, who for
vears resided with their
children at Lough Gur,
County Limerick, had in
fact been looted by the

IS
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Nazis.

At the time the alle-
gation was made, the
now late John Hunt Jnr,
who had actively partic-
ipated in setting up the
museum in the Rutland
Street premises. He
and his sister Gertrude
had been made
Freemen of the City of
Limerick some years
previously.

The Simon Wisenthal
Centre’s claims cen-
tred around allegations
that John Snr and hsi
wife Gertrude had
dealt with Nazi art loot-
ers. A letter had been
sent to President Mary
McAleese calling for an
investigation into the
matter and subse-
guently an independ-
ent expert group was

established to do this.

While the group's final
report is not yet com-
plete, the museum’s
website has attracted
thousands of art histo-
ry experts from around
the worid who have
provided additional
information about sew-
eral items of the cok-
lection.

Significantly, howev-

Saturday 10 June 2006 = LIMERICK POST 09

aence.




