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By MAIREAD Ni

LIMERICK  CIVIC.

Trust believes the
allegation that the
Hunt family were
linked to Nazi art
dealers was g “story
that should never
have ‘gotten off the
blocks.”

Trust  chairman . Jim
O’Donnell  said, “Very
serious allegations, and T
stress the word allega-
tions, have been made
which are having a pro-

found effect not only for.

the Hunt museum, the

Hunt family, but also for -

Limerick City”
An anti-Nazi group, the

h of the n
Simon Wiesenthal Centre,

claimed in February that:

Vo Wero

linkedto

-~ notorious dealers in art

looted by the Nazis. = .

Mr O’Donnell took the
opportunity of the launch
of  the Limerick 'City
Attractions
Tuesday night in the Geor-
gian House t¢ make his

comments.

*This has been another

stick to heat Limerick

‘with, the Hunt family has

been hurt by it and every-
one has been hurt, Unsub-

stantiated criticism = is

never good. This was a
puff of smoke taken tip by

the media and blown out .
ot: all proportion,” said'Mr_

O’Donnell.

“We are 100 per cent -

behind’ the Hunt farnily,
We wish them . well in

irmeain Limerick Civi

-stantiated

Guide  on’

&

- their efforts to eliminate °

once and for all these
rmifounded” and  unsub-

allegations
which a handful of: people
are kiting for their own
ulterior  motives. = We
believe that in time all of
the: aIletgat-ions' will: be
proven false..The Hunt

Collection has been a gift
/10 the peopie of Ireland

and Limerick is the big
winner in this regard with

‘the siting of the collection
in’ -the: “magnificently

restored Custom House,”

The new Limerick Cify
. Attractions

: . Guide
launched by Mayor Dick

Sadlier is “imaginatively

designed, simple, lovely,
eloquent and easy to

' read.”

- “This is_another gre_ét
boost for Limerick and an
important - milestone in

¢ Trust, Mayor Sadlier and Denis I.e nar

L
—
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the history of the Civic
Trust, On the twenty.-first
birthday of . your organi-
sation this is a great coln-
ing of age,” the Mayor
said. _

The brochure. details
ten of Limerick city’s top

visitor attractions and

includes details of open-
ing hours, websites and
contacts.: L

The contribution of an
anonymous donor to the
cost of the guide was “the
difference between the
publication or shelving of
this magnificent guide”
according to Mr O'Don-
nell, © 7

“In our view this is the
best brochure of its kind
for Limerick ever;, it really
is top class,” he added.

A total of 50,000 copies
of the guide have been

printed.

© John

0O I WOULD like to clar-
ify a few points relating
to an essay I wrote for
the Hunt Museum on
and  Gertrude
Hunt which has been
quoted ‘and referred to

. in a number of - recent

articles'and broadcasts.

In 1998 1T was commis--

sioned by the' Hunt

Museum to write'a 2,000- -

Word biographical essay

on ‘John and ‘Gertrude -
Hunt. The essay T wrofe '

briefly. “covered ' the
career of the Hunts as
dealers -and collectors,

. their involvement in the

restorations of Bun-

ratty castle and the set-

ting up of Crag-

gaunowen, and of John .

Hunt’s activities as an
archaeologist  ~ and
scholar. . I sibmiitted the
draft with a list of refer-

ences to the museum to.
fulfil the commission. Tf -

they had wished to_pur-

" sue the matter towards,
publication I would have

gone -
proces re 16
checking ‘and  adding
footnotes, and done any

. the

- throug]
A

rewriting that we jointly -

considered: . necessary.
Once my. draft was
acknowledged I heard
nothing further froin

the museum. - The essay’

was never published.

Since then the essay
has been leaked, used
without my knowledge
or permission; and has
formed the basis of sev-
eral inaccurate and mis-
leading public  state-
ments. In. the article
printed in The Irish
Times on 7 February
2004 two sentences from
two  separate para-
graphs of my essay were
put together and quoted
to give a misleading

-in which to deal

impression. of my
account of . the Hunt’
activities, The quotation
as it appeared in ‘The
Irish Times was as' fol-
lows:... "+ e
‘Wide scale'Nagi thefts
and the looting endemic
in wars exacerbated the
hazards of art dealing,
causing ‘many items to

lose, plrovenénC'e': this

too' coloured ‘the envi-

ronment in which art

‘changed hands in' the
mid-twentiéth -centiry. .
The Hunts fitted seam-
“lessly into this world.” -

- In the essay the first
sentence was at the end

of a paragraph which,
attempted to describe
the conditions: existitig,
Jn Europe in the 1930s
‘and 40s, mak-ing it a rel-

atively favotrable place

focused ‘on .
and Ireland w
Hunts - h
business-
mentioned: {]
of ‘art from private col:

; f

family and

due 1o the fear of warin

~the 1930s, and in the

aftermath of the war ‘I
mentioned the auctions
of Anglo-Irish estates in
Ireland, and the relative

ease with which indi-

vidual items could be
exporied, - I mentioned
the availability of  art
looted by the Nazis and
the looting endemic in
wars. In the following
paragraph -1 - argued,
using examples from
the Hunt archive, that
the: Hunts, well-con-
nected and highly profi-
cient art dealers, were
able to take advantage
of these conditions,
The quotation in The
Irish Times gave the
misleading impression

‘case, A
" It has been said in sev-

the .release -

that T was focusing on
the Hunts as dealers in
looted 'FEuropean art,
whereas I only included
the referenice to looted
art as background to the
European art market in
which they operated at
the time. The issue of

.whether the Hunts were
-directly
dealing with illegally
-acquired ' objects was
‘one that I did not con:

involved ' -in

front and investigate in
the essay. Consequently

Lhave no proof thatthis

was the case, and in no
place in my article did I
claim that this was the

eral radio broadcasts
that my ‘essay clearly
stated that John and
Gertrude Hunt were

t. I . Nazis, It has also been
Y. Chat
e claimed they had rela-

stated that the essay

tionships with known
Nazis. At no point in my

-essay did I state that

John. and Gertrude
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unt-were Nazis, At no
point in my essay did I
state that. John and
Gertrude Hunt had rela-
tionships with known
Nagis. :

Finally, it has been
brought to my attention
that alterations were

~made fo my essay, and

that a second draft ver-
sion has been produced.
The changes were such
as to make the essay

‘unintelligible in places.

his version was typed
and circulated under
my name. All this was
done without my knowl-
edge or permission.

JUDITH HILL
12 Harbour View Tce
South Circular Road
Limerick ;

New two [’)lu,sOIle f
should be added

* Formerly known as Charleville
- & District Association for the
Handicapped

Following wide consultation and agree-
ment by the Board of the Association we
will be known as St. Joseph's Foundation

' with immediate effect.

We thank everyone for their support to
date and look forward to your continued
support under our new idéentity of

: St. Joseph’s Foundation.

For further information please contact

- Phone: 063 - 89252
Fax: 063 - 81116
int‘p@stjosephsfou_ndeiti_on.i_e
\fwg’.§§j05ephsfoundatiqn.ie
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