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The Custom Houée .

" Hunt Museum
given £40,000

. State

p give £40,000 of the £2 Sm needed to house Hunt Collection.

)

State funding

By DYMPHNA
BRACKEN

THE city’s Hunt
Museum, which just
been awarded £40,000
Government funding,
is the first collection
of national importance
outside of Dublin to
receive such funding.

Mairead Dunleavy,
director, said the deci-
sion by Minister for Arts
and Culture, Michael D
Higgins, to fund -the
museum, represented a
major cultural advance
in favour of the regions.

The Hunt Collection will
be open to the public in the
refurbished Custom House
from June 1995.

The capital cost of estab-

lishinig the museum in the '

Custom House is estimated
at £2.5m.

This money is expected

to be | made available
through |[EU structural fund-
ing.

The Corporation will be
the executive authoritive
respongible for engaging
contractprs to complete the
refurbishment and fitting
out of tHe Custom House.

Jack Higgins, city man-
ager, told the Limerick
Leader that the
Corporation does not wish
to enter into any contract
until the necessary funding
is made available.

In the meantime, city
architeqt Jim Barrett, and
architedts from the Office
of Public Works, are
preparing detailed plans for
the refurbishment of the
Custom House.

It is dxpected that these
plans will be finalised in
April when clarification of
structural funds should be
known, faid Mr Higgins.

“We would hope to be in -

a position to proceed with
work immediately.” said

Mr Higgins, who added that
he was very hopeful of an
allocation of funds.

The project is being sup-

ported by  Shannon
Development and the
Corporation.

City Council allocated
£100,000 to the project in
their 1994 estimates, and
are expected to make a sim-
ilar allocation next year.

The Friends of the Hunt
Museum committee,
formed to help fundraise for

‘the day-to-day running of

the museum, have planned
a lecture series to com-
mence next month.

The first lecture, in
Plassey House, will be giv-
en by Raymond Keaveney,
director of the National
Gallery, on The National
Gallery and Carravagio.

Other lectures will be
given by Richard Wood ,on

Irish landscape painters of .
“the.18th and 19th centuries,

and by Peter Francis from
the Institute of Irish Studies

in Belfast.

The Hunt museum is an
internationally important
collection of medieval
works of art and Irish
archaeology.

Since July last, part of
the collection has been on
display in the University’s
of Limerick’s Foundation
Building pending the move
of the full collection to its.
permanent headquarters in
the Custom House.

The full collection
includes pieces which were
commissioned and used by
both lay and eccesiastical
patrons in the mediaeval
period, and includes

a bronze horse thought to
be from the hand of
Leonardo Da Vinci, and a
Greek silver coin revered
sincé the Middle Ages as
one of the biblical 30 pieces
of silver.,

“TAlSS in the dxsplay are
works by Picasso and
Gauguin.
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