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Limerick life

HISTORICAL JEWELS

OF LIMERICK

Fleeing the Nazis,
how John and Gertude
Hunt left a lasting
Limerick legacy

AACHAEL KEALY

HE Hunt Museam cel-

chrated s 20th anniver

sary last week, on Yal-

entine’s Day. e a timely

ﬁi‘lu,uth-nsulnnmgcnl
lection housed there is the life work
of Johir dad GE:'Inat-r]'iunLn.mu'p!c
whowe love for each other was
msatched onky by thelr passion for
ar.

The Hunt family and their collec
13en have been muech-researched in
recent years, and Brian O'Carrall in
particular has debved deep into the
couple’s history, It is fram his boolk,
Tohim Hunt: The Man, The Medieval-
is1, The Connalssewr that much of
the [ollowing information is
drawn

Jeshn Drurrell Hisnt (kenervenas Jack),
was borm on May 28 1900'in Hert-
fardshire, near London, His was a
childhood of varisble fortunes: his
father ran a successhiel architectural

practice in Marylebone, which
resulted in & comfortable lfestyle
for the Bamitly. Jack atbended poes-
tigious boarding schools and wona
schalarship for The King’s School in
Canterbury Cathedral, one of the
fimest examples of Gothic architec-
ture in England,

Brian O Carsoll pairts to this expe-
rience as inspiring a |iFe|.-:rnE boeve of
antiquity, Jack’s father encouraged
his eldest son in this pursuit, and in
laber years fack would recall a sem-
inal moment, when he showed him
a flinthead arrow he'd found.

Hewasclose tohismaternal grand -
mather, "Granny Sherry, whose own
mather had halled from Tuam, Co,
Gabway. Jack Hunt's frish lineage
was a fact he treasured - and gently
embellished - throwsghout his [6e.

War broke out n 1914, and the
Hunis, like many families, found
their circomstances greatly changed
a3 resull. Construction came 1oa
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The Hunt Museum, which celebrated its 200h anniversary last week,
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hsadt, and architectural work dried
up abmeost completely John Huns,
Rck's futher, foleed the anmy a2 the
age of 4%, and recetved imjieries in
Greece before belng demobbed in
1919, Jack stayed just one tecm al
thee cxpensive Kings School, before
carrying owi two years' military
service and dallying with medi-
cine,

By 1 924 he had given wp on acarces
s a doctor, and foand himsclfvoek-
inﬁﬁx\ﬁﬂzﬁllm&ﬂnmd Acton
Eu:gujr Lid., both 'I-r.:.di.nE :.1|.|:|p£}¢rs.
of art and antiquities 1o the wealthy
classes, Dhiring what was o become
sy timse inthe indastry;, bemade
ensve commeclicons, amassed &
ramge of technical knowledge and
bailh & sepritition a8 a canny buyer.

He was developing his spiritaal
slide a5 well - on December 25, 1925
he was bapissed imo the Roman
Catholic faith and for ibe set o his
lde wisnld Bave zn ahj.dl.ns infeges
incrucifixes ard atheg redl ghoiss art-
works. Sometime afler 1599, Jack
CATTHE AET0%S I}'ﬂ-l.l.ﬂg,'b:l‘ﬂ“ﬂ'l-hl]l‘:d,
blue-eyped Germar™ named Gertrude
Kreitz (née Hartmann), who was
known. iHEI:[iﬂnll.Eh‘. as Putzel
They met, she later recalbed, 31 an
art school in London, sparking 2
pelatbopahipthal would resultinone
of the mica formnidable pantnerships
in the 201k century art woekd.

Puatzel was born in Germany in
b0 3, ardd spent enach of ber child-
hocul a1 Manmhetny Castle, whene
her grandfather worked as a civil
wervant. Her time there evoked 2
deep appreciation and love for clas-
iical art, at che had unuses] sccess
lofre pir:ﬂ.HErlnl:m.ﬂl:'g.H,r::w:rq:
colpured with muchupheaval, hen-
ever, as Mannheim was subjected 1o
vickent rebellions in the aftermath
of the Greal War.

Thie couple married in 1933, and
soon realised that by pooling their
shiared knowledgeand buying skills,
they could achieve remarkable suc.
cess im the antbquitics trade. They
travelled regularky, procuring rare
and obsoure ohjects (n saall towns
in Germany, Austria, Switzeriand
and France, Thelr personalitics
dovetailed nicely: she forthrightand
gﬂp:imu. he inddined 1o g:nr]t.
charm and relaxed diffidence. Jack,
Mr OCarroll wrote, was “maore Bce-
demic, and Putzed mare practical
and commercial™ Hwasa dynamite
combination, and together they
galned 3 reputation foc exceptional
“urt sSeuthing”, working dlosehy with
renowned oollectors nschia William
Buzrell and Dir Philip Melson,

The Hunis opemed a gallery in
Bury Street in 1934, which seon
becammse so popular that &8 was fre-
quently visited by members of the
Royal Family. Crueen Mary had a
habit of dropping by, defilly pockes-
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ingwhatever ltemhappened to carch
hereye. Jack continued his habit af
carcful academic study, a policy
which paid ol as he watable 1o cor-
recily identify ivenss others had dis.
missed us junk, making a small
fortune im the process. He was soan
recognised a3 an expert in the meedi-
eval period. 1t was a particularty
challenging specialiszation, asauthen:
ticatbon proved diffioaltand wealihy
arriviste collectars had linde inteness
in large-scale, seligious-focused
pieces, Daring this time, Jack also
nuartured 2 deep passéon for archae-
n|n:|5:|r, and he and Patael :rgul;,rl,'r'
participated in digs, someimes
slecping in carvans on site.

The carly 1930 were good to the
Hunts: Jack wem from living with
his mother in a rented home to an
eleven-bedraom mansion in Back-
irgharnsbise, knownat Payle Manar,
There, he and Putzel displayed their
Euvonsrite works, an embryonic pri-
vate collection. By the end of the
decade, they were close vo having
miade a “fortune”  However, ance
again, war was to intervene

[lesprite h'l.'inﬂ: in the UK for ten
years, witha British passport, Putzel
whis conscious of anti-German sen.
timent and began to plan an escape
frodn London. In 1938 she and Jack
renbed a fatat 21 Molesworth, Dub-
kirs, Jess than a hundred yards from
thee Matiomal Misseusn. They browghs
wrver somres ssall valoables and Jack

Jghn and Gertrude Hunt, together they formed one of the mess
farmidable art partnerships of the 20th Century,

applied for - and vas granted - lrish
citizenship. He then returned tothe
LVES i an anemnpt to keep his busi-
ness aflpat a5 musenms clased, col-
lectors ceased buying, and overscas
pul:i:hi:in;g trips became all bt
mpaagibie.

Somne 28,000 people - modly [ew.
ish refupees from Germany - were
interned by Britain in the carly years
of the war. Inanuncomfortable pas-
allel withmadern times, xenaphoehbic
headlings dominated the natianal
press, a5 those with foreign acoents
were viewed with inbense suspicion.
Years later, relatives would pecall
Putzel telling them abous the feim-
idatian dhe suflfered a1 Poyle Manor
Windowa were brakin, excremaent
was dumped on their doarstep, and
overly imaginative neighbours
reporied her io the police

Putzel was acutely aware of the
dangers her famityand friends faced
back in Germany. Philipp Markus
wis a fewish art dealer of grest repute,
and heand his wife Anna wiere poad
fricmids altbe Hiants. Pateeland Jack
offered them accommodation and
employment in the UK, and span-
sored thedr visas {paying a ELOD
guaranice for exch),  Increasingly
desperate correspondence from the
timee paints a traghc plotune - the exi
paperscame through tonlate for the
Markus Eamily and Philipp was maue-
diered by the Gestapo in 1944,

The Hunis depared for Ireland in
1940, gifting the use of Poyle Manor
o thee wr ot whilchy sanw it trans.
formed inte & military hospital
Having arrived In Dublin, 3 fortai-
tows setafciroumstances drewihem
westward. Indulging in their pas-
sion for archacology, the Hunts
travelled to Lowugh Gur, to observe
work being carried out on a medi-
cvalsetthement. Jacksexpert knowl-
edge proved lvalaable during the
project, and the cowple spent four
marths on site, helping to date and
identify items recovered. They

Windows were
broken, excrement
was dumped on
their doorstep

erjoyed their reception in the area
so much that they bought a ram-
shackle 1%ih cenbiry farmhouse,
using it 25 a base to continue theis
archaecdogical research. It became
hivme 1o their extraosdinary collec-
tion of artelacts, ranging from 12th
cenary Slatues to a collection of
ravyal dog collars. Gothic lapestries
and Regency bookeases st side by
side, while drawings by Picasso and
Michaslangelo bung on the kitchen
wall

The Hunits became closdy invodved
in theirlocabity, a relationship which
would bring great benefits for the
shannon region. Living just twenty
miles away from Bunratty Castle,
Jack Hum later recalled *1 idly
deeamed how wonderful it would
be if it were to be restored”  The
souph: threw their energn knowhedge
and connections behind this dseam,
and eventnally realised i, tt:.gﬂhrr
with Lord Goriand nummber of gther
key figuresand organisations, They
even made Bunratty Castle home
for & while, renting living quarters
within the Souh Solas. The castle
and s folk park would become one
of Ireland’s greatest tourist destina-
thops, providing employment, rev-
enue and an enhanced understand -
ing of lrish coltare.

Druring the 1950 the Hanls gplis
their time between London (flest
Chelsea, then Mayfair) and Dublin
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(Druenbeck, Howsh), In 1957, they
adepbed a baby boy from a canvent
in Lisserick, and & linle gied a year
later. Thecouple wene "verydevated
parents” 1o thedr children, fohn and
Truady, limiting their later travel in
arder bospend time with then. Jack
and Putzel became highly isolved
im leish soctety a1 that time, emter-
faining mary lepding members of
povrcrmment, arts and social cincles,
including the former first lady Jac
queline Kennedy, in 1967, Putrel,
aclose frsend of Sybil Conmally, fur-
thered her passion for anticque dress
and fing chothing by apening “lre-
land’s first boutigue”, called Anna
Livia. Aside from his consultancy
wirk, Jack renewed tes with Amer-
bean academics in the posl-war
period, supphing many althe coun
Ir¥s mnos eminenl musooms.

As he entered his alxties, Jack
became preeccupiod with the idea
ok Ie:.'."i.n.g ] ]rs:q.-. wWEHENE thay he
wished bo create 3 “comprehemsive
miasewun ihastrative of brish e and
art. He wanted a safe, publichy-
acoessible place to store and display
the thousands of important histori.
cal ardl artistic works he and Putzed
had accurmuisted. To do this, he
turned westwand once again, fo
County Clare. He settled on Crag-
gaunowen Castle and after much
bureaucratic wrangling and expen-
EIVE rersovations, the F Iu:lhr:--uf.-erwd
it %% an educational centre, with its
owncrannog, in 1975, The site wasny
sulbable fior showeasing all their col
lection, hiweves, and the National
Institute for Higher Edusation in
Limerick (mow the University aof
Limserick) honsed a barpe postion in
s F‘Iam*,.'cm}pu.s,

fack Humi passed away on 1%h
[anuary 1976, after & short Hness
Putzel was o outlive him, albelt In
poor health, for some nineteen years.
Diuring this tine she donated valu.
able pheces to muaseums all over the
world, in memary of her beloved
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John Hunt on his first archasological dig near Lough Gur in 1940

hiastand. Afber an enengetic public
camprign, the Hunt Collection finally
found a permanent home in the
esewly-restaped 1Ath cenbary Custosm
House, on Limerick’s quays, The
Humt Muteam wasiormally opened

Limerick life

in 1997, "as a monument 1o (the)
endlusiasm., curloskty and gencnos-
ity" of Jack and Putzel Hunt,

Abong with a catastrophic boss of
Tiwes, Woekd War Two browght abaoud
wnprecedented diplacement alper-

Gertrude Hunt, acutely aware of anti-Jewlsh sentiment in the

spms, property and personal effects.
Fram this maelitrom emerged many
valashle works ofam, some of which
were forcibly stolen or desiroyed
(most natoriously, by the Mazis),
ﬂ}unsuldinrlpirtmremhar@i
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lead up to WWIL, she erganised for herself and her husband
keave their British mansien for a rented flat in Dubdin,

by despeerate famdlizs. As the items
were conveyed |n post-war years,
buyers struggled to establish previ-
ows awnership and seriows ethical
cangems arode. Unesuch cate con-
cerned the "Mary Ouween af Scots
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Their

ramshackle 19th
century Lough
Derg farmhouse
was home to 12th
century statues
and drawings

by Picasso and
Michaelangelo

Triptyeh, which at various stages
belanged to the epamymmeas gucen,
Adaolf Hitler, the 'P‘-:a]w.,;;uqk-ﬂﬂl.ﬂ
in Kerry and the Hunts, Jack found
kimaell embroiled in & court case
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concerning this precious antiquity,
bt e acquaitted himselfwizhhomioar
arsdl dntegeity during the proceed-
ings.

ﬂulmuqumwmmrﬂﬁwxmj
in the carly 215t century, long after
the pasiing of Jack and Putzel Act-
ingon behalfolthe Paris Wiesembal
Centre, Dr Shimon Samuels wrote
1o Presidenit Mary McAleesein 2003,
allleging that the collection coninined
iterms looted by the Mazés during
World War Two, The controversy
led to numerous irvestigations, for-
mal reparis and column inches, bat
to this date, none of the allegations
e been proven. {n the comlrary,
independen expert Lyan Micholas
conchuded ber three pearsof research
by proncuncing Dr Sarmuels’ dlaims
“unprofessicnal in the extreme’
President MeAleesein D008 referred
to the corterts of the dnfamous let-
ter 25 a “tissue of lies”

John and Gertrode Mund came
from verydifferent backgrounds but
they made their home in Ireland,
ralsing theie childsen, forging friend-
shilpes anad baiibding businesses bere.
'th_p'ml.yn:nnmbuh:dln the e
ervalion and celebration of Irssh
culture and history while they lived,
and pifted their adopted nation »
wealth af treasures when they died,
W may take some pride inthe fact
ihat they chose to do 5o in our own
rugged, windswept corner of the

counkry.
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