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BEFORE THE TURN of the
century, a debate raged in Gli

Limerick or Kerry.
the playing of hurlin

Such was the fate of the Catholic
landowners who opposed Henry and

Elizabeth. -

In time, Glin rose from its knees.

Estate came close to bankruptcy as a
result of pum{ing money into the
Abbeyfeale link.

But Glin remained isolated. True,
the steamers called, as did passing

) H The village was re-established, and the ;
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Nowadays, Glin is looked upon as
the site of a castle and asemi-planned
(in the Adare sense) village, which sits
on the main road from Limerick to
Listowel. But to get a clgarer picture of
Glin and its people, it is necessary to
imagine that the road doesn’t exist.

‘The Knights

It is also required to

forget that the
Knights of Glin havg bgen around for
an

their last castle.
Of course, for the p¢ople who live
there engaging in farming from
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, working in light
engineering, in the shops and bars,
Glin is just an ordinary place, and Frs.
Collins and Cussen greside over a
placid and contented flock.

Glin Castle wasn’t |built as Giin

six cells, was established. And then
came the roads.

The coast road and the road south of
Atbeyfeale were cut and opened in
1836. Soon, just ahead of the Famine,
the parish would support almost 5,000
people, of whom 1,030 lived in the
village. .

The Famine devastated the area.
Theapier, gust upriver of the town, was
used to

Like a middle European principality
surrounded by-empires.

Changed religion

In the early 1700s, the local ruling
family finally embraced Protestant-
ism. Finally, because they were more
gr less the last of the titled families to

o 50.

‘I'ne Jate him Barrett, legendary

upstream, to think. I often met himy
there, merfging his thoughts with the
placidity of the lapping ripples, letting
the pace of nature enter his soul.

Today, many people in Glin are like
that. Thoughtful, peaceful, at one with
the world, their laad, their families
and their Estuary. Fishermen dangle
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replacing a succession df older houses,
and the casteliations were added
somewhat later, and the name change
became a fact over time.

Glin came into being as a small port
centuries ago. Tt was small, because it
served only its own district. The road

permanent attendance, and six private
schools catering for a_ further 250
pupils, became a sorry sight.

It is a fact of life that those places
such as port villages, which are best

ise, arching its noble back ina

sedate progress.

Glin may be unhurried. Glin ma;
not be rich. But Glin is not slothful.
Uniquely in that part of Limerick, the
Eeople worked for thaf which they

ave. The land is reco@nised to be
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and actually owned, the whole Shan-
non coast to Pallaskenry, and well
inland. Then, of cowrse, came the
rebellion of the Earl of Desmond in
the late sixteenth cenfury, and Glin’s
fortunes failed, Glin|castle was be-
sieged by Sir George|Carew and the
Earl of Thomond. Members of the
family, having been beaten back from

the track over Barnagh Gap between
Newcastle and Abbeyfeale was seen as
being a ludicrously expensive and
probably impossible task.

v

But, as things transpired, it was the
coastal extension which was finally
d d to be the engineering i -

standing like 2 modern Oz.!mandies-
cum-colossus to guard the Estuary.
But the fact remains that, when
Ciaran Fitzgerald bids goodnight to a
drowsy nation as he signs off on behalf
of RTE television, the sense of
reassurance and calm in his announ-
cer’s voice is indicative of his fellow
Glin natives-a confidence that can
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ROAD T3 BE CLOSED

A. N 18 (Galway Road) from
Lansdowne Park to its junction
with the N 20 {O’Connell Street).
B. N 20 (Cork Road) from its
unction with the N 18 to its
unction with the R 509 (Childer's
Road)

C. R 509 from its junction with the
N 20 to its junction with the N 24
(Tipperary Road).

D. N 24 from its junction with R 509
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Street to Cecil Street.
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Glin: unhurried but not slothful.




