‘wa-

&

LIMERICK LEADER, SATURDAY, JULY. 19,

GLIN:

very

AN agricultural
l community wholly
imbued with tour-
ism, and one of the
few towns in Coe.
§ Limerick not clam-
curing for a factery
.l and whose priorities
B lic in another diree-
tion, Glin is surely
i rather unique.

It is also very beautiful,
an untapped Inanner,
nd Justiies. the interest

| taxen in its tourism poten-
f .21 Dy its locais.
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pailte wut noOiL;
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been passed yet.

don't KOow
il they W be auocaled
o sonte other town in th
Councilor Micnael
F.b', a nauve or (m, s
i there were a Iew s
#lconsidered for these cnglets.
er item- on the iocal de-
§ veopment agenda is the Des-
frond Park i wnicd the tenr
1s situated at present. 'La
ciation ‘proposes o Ppr
park, footpaihg and ben
re, making it
the town par
mogan said that this
cost  £1 i ne-third
wowid pe paid by
he other two-thirds
Falite ‘and the Lime-
County Council,
nop all the development
s plans are coafined
fihey allot time for
nto educational matters
were incensed last aut-
1 when the Minister for Edu-
iered -hig intention of
ng a comprenensive school

es
nto a replica

ore entitled to a
school 1 Glin,
e weShave bigger numbers

¢ gre currently 47 pu
1 Vocational School, &
the secondary schoo
Councillor, Barrett, toid
There are only fifty pupils
Taer. L,
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Deputation

elopment association
deputation to meet the
then Minister of Education, Mr.
Brian Lenihen, on the subji
and 2 public meeting was
in Glin to see.if the school
tould be inveigled there. On
platform at the meeling
Wwere men like the locel CE.Q,
jiean Rushe; Michael
I.D. (chairman of Limerick Co.
ational Committee); Canon
Councillor Barrett, Very
M. Typan, P.P., Croom
flricechairman of Limerick Co:
f¥ocational Education C it~
ice]; Fr. Costello, C.C., ¥
£ & representative from the
o ent of Education.

‘The outcome was that Tarbert
Cid not get =a, comprehensive
sthool, but the Glin people still
don't know whols getling it.

Joe Hogan: * We're hoping we
May eventually, if the new
ster is sympathetic towards

A ile, Councillor Barrelt
_as succeeded in' another sphere:

I moved the Vocational Educa-
ittee some time back
t two prefabs for Glin.
apreed to this, and the
will be put up in the old
na} school, where the voce-

o

Canon has agreed that
pupils may| use the toilete
ional school”

Brothers, who
ears ago ran an indus
hool ang orphanage i
® that they have
lopment association
sted in  their pro-
. Joseph's. =
Hogan: “We had debates
ether we could afford
or mot. If -we had
monoy wa could go ahead
%, Wg thought of using

rather
unique
. ..and

beautiful

chool is held at present .

L =
it as a possible site for the s
prehensive -school if we got it
and we thought of it 2s a holi-
day centre for children. We kad
a Mr, Mulligan down from Aer
ngus sbout that and he was
Ipful. = We don't know
exactly what the outcome of Lhe
schaol will' be at the moment.”

Festival

To finance their projects the
development association are
nning a festival from. ihbis
week-end, July 18, to July 2T
e following is part of 1he
dy gurdy, fun and good cheer
ch is offered you at it:
Friday, 18th—Jackie Faulkner
and wife, Katie, via boats, wel-
comed by John B. Keane and
comedian, Billa O'Connell, and
cavalcade to Football Field; 8.00,
football matchy 7.30, cycle:race
from Ballylongford, Moyvane,
Athea, Foynes. Danee, 9:to 1,
3! kets.
aturday, 19th — Ballads in
pubs; irse open-air danpcing on
. 8.30, roasting of pig
in the Square. 9.0, wheel ¢’ for-
Bar extension,
nday, 206h—2.0, junior and
sports; army pipe band
y. 800, wrenboy parade.
1, old-time:dance to the
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day, 21st — B2.00, Fancy
s parade; 8.30, fashion show:
and Hollypark present
and winter collection as
gwn in US.A., Paris, London

znd
Free raffle on door ticket.
Tuesday, 22nd —800; football
: 9.00, barrel race, wheel
o' fortune; 9 to 12, dancing for
the yauth to discotheguel
Wednesday, 28rd—8.00, Soccer:
imerick AF.C. v. Cork Celtic;
9.30, walking race. Dance 9 fo
X pper Carlton.
rursday, 24th—8.00,, Donkey
y; 8.80, Tom ‘and Pasch
Neville and Gerry G'Brien
local talent Fig Roll com-

ier racing. Dance § to

ston: Weils and The Trident.
t of Colleen Bawn conrpeti-
—winner £100.

Whee!l o'

_tournament.
bar extension.

Free cru-

‘Last year

year Glin held 'z one-day
festival and, due to its
=5, decided to embark on z
er venture this year. For
the past five .months the mem-
bers of the committee have been
meaeting every Monday night
and out of the full committee
membership of the development
association, about: 200 always

attended. Sean Adams is freas-

rer
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Glin Development Asso-

Barrett considers
in iz one of the nicest
I heve been in, though I
been away from it for
sight years. I consider it one of

e loveliest parts of Ireland.
e Foynes-Giin road, which I
2q to push through, is a2’ Ane
road. The shops here are Qu
modern; the town is very clean
(it came four marks short of
the best first-year entry in th
area in the Tidy Towns Compe-
tition} and I'm proud of it!”

The councillor is alsg aware
that Glin hasn't a lot fo hope
for in the sphere of big indus-
trial help fram the Co. Council

There are no plans for indus.
try here, The bigger towns like
Newcastle West, Kilmallock and
Abbeyfeale are next in line’”
nd yet this daes not wWorry
b or indeed worry the Gin
people. They are about the
Tmost contented and satisfied
people in Co. Limerick.

Even their local authority
house supply they consider ade-
guate — an almost unheard-of
remark. Thirty-two standing
and eight are golng up.

One thing the Co. Council did
offer’ Glin was improved swim-
ing facilities. ut, according
me sources, the local Canon
jected to mixed bathing so
scheme did not progress.
Only some small improvenrents
were done. 7

YRS .y
Nice sites

There is a dence hall cum
cinema in Glin, sgveral pubs,
drapery and grocery shops, an
hotel owned by Patrick Conway,
which bears His name and who
also Tuns the. hostel; a few
guest houses and two garages.
The. development - association
considers that there are 2 lot of
“nice sites along by the Shan-
nop Igr development and a lot
of Ynice sites along by the Shan-
non for developrent and a lot
of nice private, accommodation,
“ineluding farmhouse holidays. If
we got a tourism industry going
we could introduce deep-sea fish-
ing and maybe hire & Doat for
the anglers.” 2

A, preat Glin asset is its youth
nostel which makes it & mini
international centre. It is run
by Miss Young and would have
up to 40 or 50 young people there
in_the summer months.

‘Ermigration Is a problem which
has been palliated greatly in rhe

st two -y in G About
Iocals W n Tarbert

. Americzn

other continental cities.

. cisl

- 70-year old Mr. Tommy Costello.

Tsland: Bui this is only drane
sitional, and as Joan O'Leary, &
local pergon and a contributor
to the ¢ottage industries, re-
marked: “ There will have to be
an extra|boat called in-to take
them away after the scheme has
finished.” >

_Not only does thig scheme em-
ploy Glin men, it has inereased
the passing population in Glin
by about|30 fo 40 men, who stay
with locgl families.

The population of Glin village
is about! 600 while -its - distriet,
which is considered large, is
placed at roughly 2,000.

Cir. Barrett says: “The popul-
ation went- down here Tecenily.
A lot of 3t was due to the clos-
ing of the orphanage.  There
were about one hundred pupils
there 2 few years ago and fhe
population had gene down. even
then.”

Gate shop :

One of the little industries to
open in| Glin because of the
local stouri growth is  Glin
Castle’gate shop. Upen a mon
now, it is staffed by five gir
four locdls—and is doing so Wi
that its

ger, could afford to go away
Jast week and leave things in
the hands of Mrs, Eay Guiney
and cook Miss Joan Stack.

I have been gssured that the
shop’s greatest enticements are
Joan's . Virginia ham (done in
cider, brown sugar and cloves),
mb, home-made bread
iveritable piece de resist-
ance: her scones.

The-shop is open ‘till.9 pim.
dziiy while visitors are around,

dal

and theigirls find the mornings |

and week-ends their Dbusiest
times.

Tha perfectly-finished :ugan
chairs and sguare stark tabies
in the tea-shop were done by a
factory | through the- order cf
Culkand's, a local drapery shop.

Light|lunches and meat salads
are served on these tzbles. Tour
st buses don,'t'stop at the castle,
however—they go to the local
hotels for refreshments so. the
gate shop is dependent on the
passing|trade. The most populs
buy in the fabric souvenir shon
across [the floor from the fea-
room Donegal-manufactured
mohair,

One of the goods coptributors
to the|gate shop is Glin Cot-
tage industries Tun by Mrs, Dor-
rit O'Shaughnessy.’

This | enterprise has  been
functioping for over a Year now
and over 100 Iccal people sutbmit
work to it 1 the work is
done in the people’s own homes
Zhence the title ' cottage’

This |was the first idea of its
kind tb bud in & and Mris.
O'Shaughnessy and the lochl
jadies deserve a lot of credit for
their courage.

The ferry

Last|year they had a success-
fui financial period but this year
the¥y find themselves affected by
the ferry. - This is a big, big
thing | to ug” Mrs. Dormic
O'Shaughnessy szid, and her
words| were corroborated by
fellow-nelper, Miss O'Leary.

Not |many societies are active
in- Glin today.

Tiven the I.C.A. that raison

d’etre |for Tural town iadies, 1=
defunct; of course, Cottage It
dustries could be termed as its
more productive sister.
Thel tennis club ig very much
alive, however, and, though zot
overwhelming in -numbers, is
consistently strong. -

Its | officers  ate:: Treasurer,
Mrs. Dore, and secretary, Mrs.
Jamea Reidy.

It ig mazinly foothall that is
played in Glin G.A/A. circles and
the local committee, headed by
chairman Patrick Culhane, sec-
retary Thomas Mulvihill- and
treasurer James Reidy, have
just bought e “ £2,000 field which
they [intend to develop” The
local | club has ‘won several
tourngments recently, including
the #£100 one in the Moyvane
carniyal.

Soccer, though ® still | in  jts
infanty locally, is very popular
and- the local team seil up (a
recorfl by playing Askeaton in
a cup match for several ‘hours
with |neither side havi d
g victory. . Both
junior teams have
and |th venue is Claneview
oking the. Shannon.
Chairman. is Jimmy Cunning-
ham, who certainly seems to be
a man for local participation;
treasurer is Tommy Wallace,
and secretary, -Con Sheahan.

A |social club has its ‘heagd-
quarters in_the courthouse and
provides hilliards, anooker and
like |games for the entertain.
ment of Glin's youth. |

Chairman

Its chairman Bill Culhane,
and secretary is Mike Adams.

Glin's greatest elub ds its
coursing club. Chairman is Ji
Healy; wvice-chairman, Joh
Titzgerald; secretary, Capia;
John O'Shzughnessy; and [treas-
urer, Jimmy Stack, |

Next to Clounannsa, Glin is tie
t coursing. meeting in the
country. Its first meeting was
held! in 1905 and except for thc

“first) world war, when it lapsed

temporarily, it has held a imeet-
ing |every year since. 1

The meeting’s biggest stake lis
the |Desmond Cup, which has
the | combined prize monecy of
18601

r

Councillor Barrett considers
that Glin is an ideally situated
village “with Foynes nine milas
away and Tarbert Island six
miles.” - 3

Captain John O'Shaughnessy,
whose: family have been in Glin
since’the 16th century, does not
dispute this staternent on the
present-day Glin but considers
that in the past Glin “was a
very " isclated community and
had no contact with the oufside
world: It was in no way com-
mercial, its only commerce
being with' America.”

On. the other -hand, John
O’Shaughressy also says: “Glin
wase alwayg regarded as a_sira-
tegic military location and was
one of the definite entries into
Kerry from the'piains of Mun.
ster.  That is why the EKnights
built here.

“The route was very wel
known and is use¢ by the tin-
kers today. The Earls of Des-
nhond-defended.it and all life in
Glin was centred around the
castle.” i

Other users of the route to-
day are the ‘horse-drawn cars-
VANDETS,

Captain O’'Shaughnessy talked
of the lack of historical files to
be found genperally. ¢

Displaced

“There are:no recorded- facts
of ancient Irish history. The
people were on the run from the
15th century onwards and were
displaced persons. - Theré are no
records of births, deaths  or
ma_rr,gages to be “found here in

n.

According to the Captain, Glin
was one of the last bastions of
Ggelic: “Irish was spoken in
Glin up: to the 90°s of the la:
century. Most people spoke

and it was understood by nearly
all the people”
Miscellaneous facts about| G

are: Tord Kitchener's father
had.land in the parish. And the
cldest existing house in Glin to-
day i= that at the back of tha
O’Shaughnessy premises. It is

-used to' store timber and house

grevhounds  nowadays,

At the top of Tullyglass, 2 hill
overlooking the town, one can
sée five . counties: TLimerick,
Clare, Tipperary, KRerry and
Galway—so it is affirmed—on a
eclear day. i

Beside the village stands the
riined Xeep of the ancient
castle of Glin. Thig was des:
froyed by Carew, Elizabeth's
Lord President of Munster, -
after 2 gallant two daysl de-
fence ending in a flerce hand-to-
hand struggle on the battlements
in which the XKnight of Glin and
the remnants of his garrison
were killed. L
. On a site overlooking the pier
stands Hamilton’s - Tower, a
large castle-like structure built
by a Doctor Hamilton ig the
19th century. ©

Another interesting curiosity
may be seen in Kilfergus grave-
yard: the tombstope of Timothy
Costello, one-timgé farmer in the
neighbourhood, Who - composed

_hig- own epitaph in verse and

carved it himself on the stone.
The poet is an ancestor of ppres-
eni-day ~Glin garage = owner,
Tommy Costello, & man deeply
interested. and erudite in’ the
Iocal history and archaeclogy.

Fostered

Tommy told me that his
family fostered all the Xmights
of Glin from 1500 to 1850..

He was also one of the flrst
people to introduce ike [Ford
car to the area; |

He is very interested in his
bard forefather and has isoms
items of his work, among gthem
the words on-his grave: |

This is the grave of Tim

Costelio, I

Who lived and died a Iright

good fellow;

From his boyhood to his life’s

end, i

He was the poor man’s faith.
ful friend.

He fawned before no purse-
proud clod, i

He feared none but the living
God; |

And mever did he do ‘to
others,

Buf what was right to: do te
brothers,

He loved green Ireland’s
mountain’s bold. |

Her verdant vales and aibbeys
old; |

He loved her music, song and
story, :

He wept for h

@)

degar ted £

glory.
And often did I hear| him

pray,
That God would end 'her
spoilers” sway; - > -
To men liké him may peacs
be given, |
In this world and in heaven.
Arien.

A song

A song in Tommy's repertoire,
which he claims has been sung
in Glin on many auspicious
occasions, is: The Humours of
Glin. Here is an extract from it:

Oer dark wooded valleys and

sky-kissing mountains, =

I bore the -sweet clainseach

my father once bore|

From Nephin's wild heather

and Moy's crystal [foun-
tuins, <

From Lough Neath's summer
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Couneillor Barrett.
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