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We congratulate the organisers of the recent "Millennium' Festival in Rathkeale. 
The committee, comprised of a group of young dedicated people, obviously put in a 
huge effort, in a short period of time in order to provide entertainment and 
amusement for young and old in the community. The funds raised by the various 
events are designated to be spent on the installation of street lighting and decoration 
during Christmas. It is very gratifying to see anybody working for the benefit of the 
community but young people, in particular, deserve further commendation, for their 
input, in an age when so many other attractions are drawing on their time and 
energies. We would urge others to become involved and "Ask not what your 
community can do for you but what you can do for your community.". 

Rathkeale 
Summer 
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I ne SOC ..... ty a. of 
putting on an . at c •lllb.u ' .u~;, next 
Autumn. It is intenoed that such an exhibition would 
look at places of interest in and around Rathkeale i.e. 
Rathkeale Abbey, Ballyallinan Castle, St. Beinids 
Church and Holy Well, St. James Church and Holy 
Well, Rathnasare Church, Kilcolman Church, Holy 
Trinity Church and School, St. Mary's Church, 
Convent of Mercy, Rathkeale Boys National School 
(other schools in the area including Duxtown School), 
Shannon Meat Ltd. (Rathkeale Workhouse), 
Rathkeale Garda Barracks (Royal Irish Constabulary 
Barracks/ Rathkeale Fever Hospital), Rathkeale Gas 
Works (Rathkeale Electrical Works/E.S.B. offices), 
Dee! Hall, Carnegie Library, Castlematrix, 
Castlematrix Mill, houses in and around Rathk.eale 
town, shops, bakeries, and industries in the vicinity 
of Rathkeale, Rathkeale Co-operative Creamery, the 
Bog Garden (Lyon's Field), Rathkeale Horse Racing 
venue, Rathkeale Coursing Club venue, Rathkeale 
Cricket venues, Rathkeale Rugby club venues, 

Gentry residences in and around Rathkeale, farm 
houses and farms in and around Rathkeale. 

Currently we are attempting to build up an inventory 
of items that we could use in the exhibition. If you 
know of the location of item(s) relating to any of these 
places or have any item(s) of interest yourself 
relating to these or other places of interest in the 
Rathkeale area I would be interested in hearing from 
you. The Society undertake to use only those items 
permission is given to use. We also undertake to look 
after all items that come into our possession and 
return them to there owners safely. We are 
particularly interested in locating diaries, photographs, 
letters and items of everyday use. 

Details of the exhibition will appear closer to the date 
of its launch through the usual channels. The 
co-operation of Limerick County Library Service has 
been assured in this project. 

HOW SPECIFICATIONS LIVE FOREVER 
The US Standard railroad gauge (distance between 
the rails) is 4 feet, 8.5 inches. That's an exceedingly 
odd number. Why was that gauge used? Because that's 
the way they built them in England, and the US 
railroads were built by English expatriates. Why did 
the English people build them like that? Because the 
first rail lines were built by the same people who built 
the pre-railroad tramways, and that's the gauge they 
used. 

Why did "they" use that gauge then? Because the 
people who built the tramways used the same jigs and 
tools that they used for building wagons, which used 
that wheel spacing. 

Okay! Why did the wagons use that odd wheel 
spacing? Well, if they tried to use any other spacing 
the wagons would break. on some of the old, long 
distance roads, because that's the spacing of the old 
wheel ruts. 
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So who built these old rutted roads? The first long 
distance roads in Europe were built by Imperial Rome 
for the benefit of .their legions. The roads have been 
used ever since. And the ruts? The initial ruts, which 
everyone else had to match for fear of destroying their 
wagons, were frrst made by Roman war chari.ots. Since .. 
the chariots were made for or by Imperial Rome they 
were all alike in the matter of wheel spacing. 

Thus, we have the answer to the original questions. 
The United State standard railroad gauge of 4 feet, 
8.5 inches derives from the original specification for 
an Imperial Roman army war chariot. Specs and 
Bureaucracies live forever. 

So, the next time you are banded a specification and 
wonder what horse s ass carne up with it, you may be 
exactly right. Because the Imperial Roman chariots 
were made to be just wide enough to accommodate 
the back-ends of two war horses! 

' • 



ACCOUNTS OF DUELS INVOLVING RATHKEALE . 

AND ITS INHABITANTS Continued. 

Though the records provided by James Kelly in respect of 
the duel fought by Robert Southwell are scanty it would 
appear the duel was fought with rapiers, which were 
particu larly deadly The story as related by Liam Oanaber 
is also significant in two other respects. The good 
relations between Catholics and Protestants down to the 
1750s is verified in the historical sources, such as John 
Canon Begley. It seems also to have survived after a clash 
between a member of the Southwell family and the Catholic 
Church around this time. 

Secondly, if Robert Southwell did challenge a member of 
the StuddertS to a duel it would have been a mauer of 
considerable embarrassment to the Studderts. One could 
refuse to fight with ones social inferiors without ones 
character being comprised. Those who sellled in Munster 
during the Munster Plantation or in its immediate 
aftermath were generally viewed as being closely related 
to the upper levels of English society. The Cromwellian 
planters, however, do not appear to have had any such 
claim. Gener.!lly they seem to have been viewed by both 
GaeUc and English settler alike as socially inferior. The 
Southwells would bave been particularly well connected 
and for an individual like Studdert to refuse a challenge 
would almost certainly have meant ostracisation by many 
of his associates. 

One of the most notorious duelling incidents of the 18th 
century involved a challenge issued to one of the 
Southwells. A Captain Edward Southwell spit out of a 
building in Galway and hit a passer by, one Robert 
Martin. While there was never any suggestion of an insult 
being intended, nevertheless Martin entered the building 
and demanded satisfaction. Southwell ad milled he was the 
guilty party and apologised. This did not satisfy Martin 
who insisted on a duel. As Southwell was unarmed he had 
to return to his barracks for a weapon. In his absence words 
were exchanged between a friend of his, Lieutenant Jolly, 
and Martin. The Iauer became enraged and his demeanour 
more threatening. Jolly appears to have been unarmed and 
raised a chair in self defence but Martin succeeded in 
thrusting his sword a number of times into Jolly's body. 
This resulted in the death of Jolly and Martin was charged 
with murder. Because of his influence in Galway the trial 
was transferred to Dublin and he was found not guilty. 

There were two duels fought in Rathkealc at the turn of 
the 18th/ 19th centuries. The first of these was between a 
Mr. Westropp of Ballysteen and a clergyman of the 
Established Chureb, known only in reportS of the time as 
Rev. Mr. D. This is the only known incident of an Irish 
clergyman being involved in a duel although duels 
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involving clergymen were not unknown in England. There 
was one other duel in Ireland involving an English 
clergyman but details are scanty. We do know it took place 
at the races in Rathkcale and that a Mr. Westropp died 
from injuries received. The races at that time were held in 
the field which is next to Meades Filling Station at the 
Five Cross roads. As duelling pistols had become avail
able and popular after 1760. this duel. which took place in 
July 1779 would Ukely have involved such weapons. 

The fmal known duel to have been fought in this area took 
place in November 1803 and was between Francis Enright 
and Lieutenant Delmege of the local Yeomanry. Little is 
reported of this fight but that it produced a casualty Francis 
Enright, who was probably the coroner for the county at 
the time, succumbed from his injuries Both men were 
almost certainly natives of the locality, Delmege being a 
Palatine name and the Enright family being active in the 
Established Church. James Kelly suggests that the fact of 
the involvement of a member of the military and an 
attorney in a duel could have been caused by political 
differences The duel is also significant in another aspect. 
Neither of the combatants were of the gentry and duels 
had originally evolved among members of the this class 
who sought satisfaction in regard to their honour. As the 
18th cenrury advanced people from further down the 
social ladder were likely to get involved in duelling. It is 
also obvious that honour was easily offended in those times. 
Many fights resulted from drinking sessions or arguments 
about women or politics. They usually took place in the 
early morning in order to give the adversaries time to 
consider their positions overnight. Failure to contest a duel 
against your equals or social superiors was considered a 
mark of dishonour. 

From the 1780s on more concerted action by Church and 
State led to the undermining of those who still continued 
to issue challenges but progress was slow. This is 
illustrated in the case of Fr. O'Grady of BaJlingarry (P.P. 
from 1 785 to I 826).Duelling had been banned by the 
Catholic Church at the Council of Trent and, in general, 
because of their precarious political situation and the fact 
that a special licence was required in order to carry arms, 
Catholics rarely were involved in duels. However this 
changed somewhat in the 19 111 century when economic 
circumstances improved. One of the key individuals in 
seeking to put a stop to the practice of duelling was William 
Butler Odell wbo probably had connections with the 
BaJlingarry family of that name and the last duel fought in 
Ireland is said to have taken place in Castletown Conyers 
in the I 860s. This involved an Ode.ll and a Shelton 
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~bt ~alatint jlfligrationjfrom ~trmanp in 1709 
Extract from Teskey Newsletter published by Ke11 McDonald of Sta11sted, Essex. 

The Teskey family history began for most of us, as 
far as Is know., somewhere in central Europe. The 
earliest known surviving documentary evidence of 
Teskey ancestry relates to Jacob Teskey and his 
family in 1705. They are recorded amongst the many 
refugees who made their way from Germany to 
Inland in the summer of that year. These refugees and 
their descendants became known as rime Irish 
Palatines. However, around I 0% of the Teskeys In 
th.e World today have no Irish component within their 
history. The majority of this Newsletter refers to the 
90% majority. 

Specific early Teskey family history is sparse, but it 
forms an integral element of the overall Irish Palatine 
story, which is well documented. That broader story 
has been told by a number of writers, including Walter 
Knittle, Hank Jones and Patrick O 'Connor in recent 
times, and in the 18th century by such distinguished 
men as Daniel Defoe and John Wesley. 

The term Palatine refers to someone from the Lower 
Palatinate, (know today as the Rhenish Palatinate or 
Die Pfalz am Rhein), an area of Germany along the 
River Rhine centred on the towns of Worms, Speyer, 
Heidelberg and Mannheirn. In Europe there were a 
number of "palatinates", small states or provinces each 
ruled by a Count. The Lower Palatinate, or Pfalz, was 
a pleasant land of forests, fertile valleys and hillside 
vineyards, yet its people suffered for many years at 
the hands of the French, who regularly invaded from 
the 1680s into the 1700s, attempting to bring the area 
under the rule of Louis XIV. Many towns and 
villages were burned to the ground, and crops were 
destroyed by the Invaders. 

Around this period, the New World was beginning to 
attract the early pioneers from Europe, and the 
people of the Rhine wore amongst those targeted by 
the English government and English landowners 
seeking to recruit tenants for their estates in 
Pennsylvania and Carolina. 

A particularly destructive period of French activity 
was followed by the extreme winter of 1708/1709. 
which brought misery to much of Europe and in 
particular ruined the German vineyards. The Palatines 
saw little hope for the future, and abandoned the area 

5 

in their thousands. The refugees made their way down 
the Rhine, a journey of some 6 to 8 days, arriving at 
the North Sea port of Rotterdam. Many hoped that 
this would give them the opportunity to join a vessel 
bound for North America. 

Europe was divided on religious lines between 
Roman Calholic and Protestant monarchs. The 
Gern1an states of Bavaria, Saxony and Lhe Palatinate 
followed the Lutheran church and were allied with 
England, primarily against the French. England's 
Protestant Queen Ann felt an obligation towards the 
Lutheran refugees in Rotterdam. The English navy 
was engaged to ferry them across the North Sea, and 
in the early summer of 1709 around 13,500 were 
brought to London. The names were recorded of tile 
families as they embarked at Rotterdam and 
disembarked in London. 

The Rotterdam record of the second party includes 
Jacob Feske, an un-named wife and two sons, Daniel 
and Jacob. A list of arrivals In London shows this 
family as Jacob Teske, a 50 year old Lutheran and a 
turner by trade, accompanied by his un-named wife 
and two un-named some aged 20 and 16 years. These 
are the eldest known records of what are believed to 
be the founders of the Teskey family. 

The German speaking refugees were found 
temporary accommodation in empty London 
warehouses and in a vast encampment of 1,400 tents 
which was set up on Blackheath, just outside 
London, whilst the English government considered 
what to do next. 

Amongst the Palatine supporters was Daniel Defoe, 
an English businessman, traveller and prolific writer. 
In a pamphlet entitled "A brief history of the poor 
Palatine refugees lately arrived In England" he 
championed their cause and encouraged donations to 
the fund that was set upon their behalf. The theme of 
Defoe's appeal was that the Palatine were a 
hardworking people, and that England should 
welcome tllem into the community, continuing tile 
long established practice of strengthening its 
cosmopolitan population. Defoe drew up detailed 
plans for tile establishment of a new settlement for 
the Palatines in the New Forest in southern England. 



These plans were presented to the Lord Treasurer, but 
were not taken up by the Government. Just consider 
for a moment - if that plan had been adopted, the 
whole course of our little piece of history would have 
been rewritten, and we would certainly not have been 
who we are today. The course of· history and 
evolution Is but the sum of many such apparently 
minor events and decisions. 

Shortly afterwards, Daniel Defoe wrote the classic 
novel "Robinson Crusoe", the story of a shipwreck 
on a desert island. It is thought that part of his 
inspiration for this tale came from the Palatines' 
experience. I have heard the story from many sources 
that the Teskeys were shipwrecked off the coast of 
Ireland whilst trying to reach America, but this 
appears to be a similar romanticised version of the 
documented facts. 

Gradually as public sympathy and curiosity turned to 
resentment, the refugee camps were dispersed. The 
Government offered inducements to English local 
authorities and landowners to house families, but there 
was scant response. Fevers and plagues in the 
Blackheath camp are thought to have claimed a 
thousand lives. Around a quarter of the refugees did 
gain passage on vessels to America whilst a similar 
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number were found to be Catholic and were returned 
to Rotterdam. 

The English government was keen to strengthen the 
minority Protestant population in Ireland, which was 
under English rule. The inducements that were 
offered to English landowners there received a more 
favourable response, and consequently a large number 
of refugees were despatched to Ireland. Their 
journey was an arduous one, by wagon across 
England to the port of Chester. A total of 3,000 
people in 800 families arrived In Dublin by January 
1710, and after a further period in temporary 
accommodation they made their way to various 
estates around Ireland. Many were unhappy and 
returned to England, or possibly to their homeland, 
whilst others succeeded In obtaining passage to 
America. By 1712 It was estimated that only 263 
Palatine families remained in Ireland. 

The largest group was taken from Dublin to the 
estate of Sir Thomas Southwell In County Limerick. 
Southwell seems to have treated his new tenants well. 
They stayed and were joined by others, so that 
altogether 103 Palatine families were settled on his 
lands by 1720, including the Teskeys. 



t!rbe ~alatfne~ tn 3lrelanb 
Extract from Teskey Newsletter pub/is/red by Ken McDonald of Stansted, Essex. 

~ir Thomas Southwell had a substantial estate 
around.the town ofRathkeale in County Limerick, a 
few miles west of the city of Limerick. It is a green 
land of gently rolling hills, good for farming. It was 
here, on the Southwell estate many years before, that 
the first potatoes were grown in Europe, after Sir 
Walter Raleigh returned with specimens from 
America. The Southwell family lived in Castle 
Matrix, on the bank of the River Dee!. The castle 
stands today, lovingly restored over recent years by 
an American, Colonel Sean O'Driscoll. Janice and 1 
were fortunate to meet the Colonel in 1991, shortly 
before his death, and he proudly showed us around 
the castle that he had transformed from a ruin into a 
home. 

Southwell welcomed the Palatines, for they had a 
reputation as skilled craftsmen, for hard work, and 
for farming techniques that would improve the 
productivity of his lands. He would also receive a 
subsidy from the English Crown to enable him to 
charge them low rents and to equip them with 
suitable tools. 

Some Palatines were settled in the existing "townland" 
of Castle Matrix, but the majority made their homes 
in three new townlands that were established for this 
purpose around the town of Rathkeale. These new 
settlements were called Ballingrane, Killeheen, and 
Courtmatrix. The settlements survive today, probably 
little altered in character and probably still 
containing parts of the original buildings. They 
certainly are still inhabited with families bearing 
Palatine names. 
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A generally uninformative listing of Palatine 
families in Ireland, compiled In 1715, showed Jacob 
Teshine and Solomon Teshine as heads of Palatine 
families. A more helpful listing In 1720 showed only 
185 Palatine families remaining In Ireland. The 103 
on the Southwell estate included Jacob Teshine, Sen. 
plus Solomon Teshine, head of a family, and Jacob 
Teshine, junior, head of a family. It is believed that 
Solomon and Jacob Junior were the sons of Jacob 
senior, Solomon having been recorded as Daniel in 
the 1709 census. These are the founders of the 'reskey 
family. I refer to them as Jacob 1659, Solomon I 689 
and Jacobl790, for they appear to be the years in which 
they were born. 

The Palatines built their villages in previously 
uninhabited areas, so their arrival did not antagonise 
the natives of County Limerick. They are credited with 
the introduction of improved agricultural practices to 
Ireland. They were viewed as quiet, gentle, 
industrious, and independent people. Their 
absorption into Irish society was slow, yet they 
appear to have enjoyed good relations with their 
Catholic neighbours. They retained many of the 
German customs, including the appointment of a 
burgomaster to settle disputes. It took several 
generations before the German language finally 
ceased to be spoken, and the last Burgomaster, James 
Teskey (Jamesl811), died only in 1890. 

Rathkeale town has changed little in the last hundred 
years. The town and the surrounding townlands are a 
magical place where you can feel the spirit of our 
ancestors. I always feel at borne there, and 1 am 
always embarrassed by the warmth of the welcome. 

RATHKEALE 
U/8 

HURLING 
TEAM 



REMEMBERING PAsT EvENTS 1974175 
At a function held in Gearys Hotel on Friday 30th. 
August a presentation was made to Mr Jim Mullane, 
E.S.B. District Area Supervisor, on the occasion of 
his retirement. The presentation of a si lver tea 
service was made by Mr. Greene, District Manager, 
while Mrs. Mullane was presented with a wristlet 
watch. 

On Saturday 28th. September in Croagh, the 
wedding took place between Denis O'Shea, son of 
the late David and Elsie of Roches Road, and Mary 
O' Regan, daughter ofMr and Mrs. John O'Regan of 
Croagh. Best man was John O'Shea and Mrs Breda 
Phillips was Matron of Honour. 

At the annual general meeting of Rathkeale branch 
of Combaltas Ceoltoirf Eircann, the following 
officers were e lected for 1974: Chairman, Tim 
O'Shea. Vice Chairman, Moss Duggan. Secretary, 
Nora Flynn, Treasurer, Tom McNamara. 

The wedding took place in Rathkeale, on Saturday, 
5th October, between Teddy Griffin from 
Bishopstown, Co. Cork and Pauline Markham of 
Lake View, Rathlceale. The groomsmen were Martin 
Griffin and Patrick Markham while the bridesmaids 
were Catherine Hanley and Margaret Griffm. 

On Saturday September 28th. the wedding took place 
in Rathkeale between James Culloty of Ballingarrane 
and Helen Roche of Coolcappa. Scan Culloty was 
bestman and the bridesmaids were Breda and Susan 
Roche. 

Rathlceale Junior Polka Set were medal winners at a 
competition in Foynes on Sunday 8th November. Six 
teams competed and the successful team comprised 
of: Elma and Ann Hogan, Patricia, Felicity and 
Martin Doherty, Declan and Brian Mooney and J. 
Carroll. 

The Adult Score '75 organised by Rathkeale G.A.A. 
took place in the Convent Assembly Hall on Sunday 
12th January. The following will go on to represent 
the club in the next round: Solo Singing , Tom 
McNamara. Ins trumental Music, P.J. Madigan. 
Figure Dancing: Mrs. Higgins, Mrs. Fitzgerald, Mrs. 
Hughes, Mrs. 0' Dea, Mrs. Clancy, Mrs. Dollery, Mrs 
O'Shea and Miss Flynn. Question Time: Noel 
Harnett, Ned Scully and Pat Coleman. Novelty Act: 
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Pa Wilmott, Geraldine O'Shea, Michael Hanley and 
Michael Neville. Recitation, Mrs Fitzgerald. Ballad 
Group, Tom McNamara, Nora Flynn, Pa Wilmott, 
Geraldine O'Shea and P.J.Madigan. Set Dancing: 
Niall Duggan, Una Finn, Michael Nevi lle, Nora 
Flynn, Tom McNamara, Mrs. Dollery, Patsy Doherty 
and Geraldine O'Shea 

A social for children under 16 years was held in the 
C. Y.M.S .. on Saturday 22th February under the 
auspices of St Marys G.A.A. Tea was followed by a 
session of music with Liam Fitzgerald on the 
accordion. The highlight of the night was the 
presentation of medals to the members of the team 
who took part in the "Feile na nGael" competitions 
in 1974. Rathkeale had hosted a team from Oran, Co 
Roscommon and the medals were donated by the 
Oran club. Fr. Irwin, C.C. presented to the 
following: Gearoid Cahillane, Martin Doherty, 
Charles Hogan, Tom Barr, Seamus Doherty, Tom 
Kett, Sean O'Shea, Brian Coleman, Danny Rourke, 
Cormac Cahillane, Declan Mooney, Vincent 
O'Grady, Brian Kennedy, Padraig Cahillane, Seamus 
Roche, Gerry Mulcaire, Pat Nevi lie, Michael Neville, 
Michael Hogan. Conor Crowley, Brian Dillon and 
Con Baggott. 

On Saturday 8th. Marcb a meeting was held in 
Ratbkeale House at which Cappagh Game 
Protection Association was formed. The following 
officers were e lected: President. M. Casey, Vice 
President. Bill Murphy, Chairman, Pat Culhane, Vice 
Chairman, Michael Boyce. Secretary. Jim Madigan. 
Assistant Secretary. Pat Stokes. Treasurer, Simon 
White and Pat Duggan. Committee: Arthur Gilliard, 
Jack Shorten, Peter Stokes, Jim Riordan, Connie 
Maune and Willie Shiels. 

Tbe A.G.M. of St Marys G.A.A. was beld in the 
C. Y.M .S. Hall. V. Rev. Canon Costelloe was e lected 
President with Fr. Irwin as Vice President, Chairman, 
John Kennedy. Vice Chairmen. Michael Neville and 
John O'Connor. Secretary, Pa Wilmott with Michael 
Hanley as Assistant. Treasurers, Peter Brennan and 
Patrick Collins. Registrar, Neally Duggan. 
Committee: Denis O'Dea, Sean Harnett, Michael 
Keating, Tom White, Mattie Williams, Padraig 
Feahan, Michael Cunningham, Stephen McDonnell, 
Patsy Doherty, John Brennan, Sean O' Connor and 
Billy Neville. 
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On Friday 14th March in Rathkeale the wedding took 
place between Thomas Markham of Bog Road and 
Joan Leahy of Church St. Patrick Markham was 
bestman with Seamus Costelloe as groomsman. The 
bridesmaid was Helen Leahy while Mrs. Betty Leahy 
was matron of honour. 

There was a large attendance in the dining ball of 
Shannon Meats Ltd. On Monday 7th April to see a 
film on Water Safety and to hear a lecture on 
"Resuscitation and Closed Cardiac Massage" given 
by Mr. Noel O'Beara, of the Irish Water Safety 
Association Technical Committee. The function was 
organised by the Limerick branch of the association. 
Mr Richard Haslam, County Manager, presented 
certificates for swimming and water safety training 
to persons from Askeaton, Newcastle West, 
Castleconnell and Rathkeale and commended all who 
had taken part in the programme. The recipients from 
Ratbkeale were: 
Senior, Patricia Madden, Marie Madden, Bernadette 
O ' Dea and Margaret Williams. Junior, Catriona 
Nestor, Fiona Madigan and Breda Power. 
Elementary, William Madden, Brendan Kennedy, 
Conor Crowley and Patricia Keff. 
Intermediate, Denis Crowley. 

The following were successful at the Feis held in 
Kildimo on 13th April: 
Reel u.S Martina Fitzgerald. Jig u .6 Martina 
Fitzgerald. Jig u.S Siobhan Donovan. 3-hand reel 
u.S Theresa Roche, Michael Roche and Siobhan 
Donovan. 3 hand reel u. 10 Catherine Fitzgerald, 
Anne Hogan and Niall Mooney. Slip Jig u. II Anne 
Hogan. Boys Reel u. 12 Niall Mooney, Thomas 
Meehan and John Roche. 3 hand reel u. 12 Elma 
Hogan, Martha Fitzgerald and Brid Meehan. 3 hand 
reel u. 14 Martha Fitzgerald, Elma Hogan and Brian 
Mooney. Fairy Reel any age. Noreen Fitzgerald, Mary 
Meehan, Brid Meehan, Martha Fitzgerald, Elma 
Hogan, Brian Mooney. 

On Thursday 3rd. April the wedding took place in 
Rathkeale between John Windle of Carrickerry and 
Ann McNamara of Upper Main Street Rathkeale. The 
bestman was Maurice Windle and the groomsman 
was Gerard McNamara. The bridesmaid was Betty 
McNamara and Mrs. Eileen O 'Connor was matron 
of honour. 

The 1st Limerick Boys and Girls Brigade 4th annual 
display was held in the Church of Ireland School 
Adare on Saturday 13th April. The programme 
included "Movement to Music", marching, verse 
speaking, singing and a visit from the "Wombles". 
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Miss C. O'Rorke, President of the Girls Brigade 
presented prizes to the girls. Best all round explorer: 
Lynn Barkman. Best all round Junior: Olive Gardiner. 
Scripture Cup and for 100%: Jennifer Walsh. 
Archdeacon Chambers presented the prizes to the 
boys. Best all rounder :David Downes. Special guests 
for the evening included Mrs. J. McMahon, officer 
for training from Dublin Division and Miss Jean 
Davidison. Also present were staff and girls from the 
1st. Cork Company. 

The A.G.M. of Rathkeale Muintir na Tire 
Community Council was held on May 2nd and the 
following officers were elected: President Very Rev. 
Canon Costelloe. Vice President. Rev B. Snow. 
Chairman Jack O'Dwyer. Vice Chairman Miss 
O ' Rorke. Secretary Miss Eithne Neville. Asst. 
Secretary. John Griffin. Joint Treasurers Con Crowley 
and John O'Connell. P.R.O. P.J.Madigan. 

At St. Mary's Church the wedding took place between 
Denis O'Connell from Camas, Newcastle and Marie 
Hayes of Courtmatrix. Bestman was Maurice 
O'Connell and the bridesmaids were Maura Roche 
and Patricia Aylmer. 

Results of the annual school sports: 
U.S wheelbarrow race: 1. B Jones and M Meehan. 
2. J.O ' Dwyer and M. O'Connor Sack Race: I. 
M .O'Connor 2. B.Jones. 3. J. Sheridan. Three· 
legged race: L. Lynch and J.Sheridan. 

U.IO 
100 metres: Patrick Mulcahy, Noel Kennedy and K. 
O'Connor. Long Jump: P. Mulcahy, S. Hough and 
N. Kennedy. High Jump: P. Woulfe, T. White and S 
Hough. Relay ~ce: M. Feane, P. McCarthy, P. Reidy 
and P.Mulcahy. Sack Race: D. Dillon, J. MuckeU 
and T. Mulcain;. Three Legged Race: M. Duggan 
and M. F.eane. Wheel barrow race: D. Dillon and -D. Collins. · 

U.12 
100 metres: R Doherty, K. Johnson and B. O'Shea. 
Long Jump: A. O ' Flaherty, R. Doherty and T. 
Meehan. High Jump: R. Doherty, T. Meehan and A. 
O'Flaherty. Relay Race: K. Johnson, B. Hayes, P. 
Jones and E. Lenihan. Sack Race; E Lenihan, A. 
O'Flaherty and J. Feane.Three Legged Race: R 
Zoncada and T Meehan. Wheelbarrow Race: R. 
Doherty and P. Dillon. 

0.12 
100 metres: M. Meade, P. McCarthy and L. Power. 
200 metres: P. McCarthy, P. Lenihan and L.Power. 
Long Jump: M. Meade, A. Steele and K. Hayden. 



High Jump: M. Meade, P. McCarthy and L.Power. 
Relay race:J. Feane, M. Neville, J. Fitzgibbon and T 
Moloney. Sack Race B. Mooney, J. Feane and P. 
McCarthy. three Legged Race: M. Meade and W. 
Hogan.Wheelbarrow Race: P. McCarthy and J. 
Mulcaire. 

On Saturday 21st. June the wedding took place at 
Rathkeale between Thomas Foley of Glenmore, 
Strand. and Breda Copps of Loughill East, 
Newcastle West. The bestman was Jim Foley while 
the bridesmaid was Nora Copps. 

In the County Final of the under 18 Polka 
Competition at Halla Inse Ban, Templeglantine, on 
Friday 27th June, the following Comhaltas group 
from Rathkeale were awarded second place: Liam 
Fitzgerald, Eileen 0' Shea, Martin Doherty, Mary 
Meehan, Seamus Doherty, Rosemary Hughes, John 
Madigan and Breda O'Sullivan. 

The Rathkeale Intermediate Set group won the Patrick 
Collins Perpetual Cup in a set competition at Duagh 
Festival The members of the group were: Patrick 
Kennedy, Mary Hughes, Moss Duggan, Breda 
Morrissey, Jim Langan, Bernie 0' Sullivan, John 
Hughes and Marie Madigan. 

Michael Bourke from Cappagh woo the All Irelao,d 
Novice Singles Hardball Championship when he 
represented Limerick at Croke Park on 3rd July In 
the semi final he defeated John Flaherty of Galway 
after a full distance rubber of three games and went 
on to meet the representative of Leinster , Furlong 
from Wexford, on Sunday morning. This was a 
hectic match which again went the full distance with 
Bourke winning the first game 15 to 9. Furlong won 
the second and in the decider, full of excitement and 
great handball, Bourke won the gold medal for his 
club and county on the score 15 aces to 10. 

Mrs Susan Ruttle, who has retired from the post of 
Principal Teacher in Rathkeale No.2 School, was the 
guest of honour at a presentation organised by Holy 
Trinity Church Union. The occasion wa~ historic in 
that no less of her clerical managers were present; 
Rev. Canon Nicholson from Portarlington, Rev B. 
McCrea from Carrigaline and the present rector of 
Rathkeale, Rev. Brian Snow. The Right Rev. Dr. 
Caird, Bishop of Limerick, spoke warmly of the 
standards that Mrs. Ruttle had asked for and shown 
during her almost eighteen years in the position. 
Jennifer Millar presented Mrs Ruttle with a gold 
watch. 

~e, J\.BRAHAMS GoLFING SOCIETY 

RESULTS OF OUTINGS IN 1999 

Shannon 17th April 
Gents: 1. Patsy O'Sullivan 2. Pa Wilmott 
3. MI. Keating 4. Mce Noonan, Gross: Declan Mooney 
Ladies: I Mary O'Sullivan 2.Monnie Wilmott 
3.Eitbne Neville, Gross: Laura Keating 

N.C.W. 15th May 
V.Captain's Prize(N .Duggan) Vincent O'Kelly 
Gents: l. Barry Dillon 2. Pat Ahem 3. N.Duggan 
4. Tom Keating 5. Andy O'Dea, Gross: D.Mooney 
Ladies: I , Phil Ruttle 2. Helen Roche 3.Irene 
Donovan, Gross: Eileen Noonan. 

' 
East Clare. 16th Jnne 
Gents: l. Ml.Hennessey 2. Liam O'Sullivan 3. Tom 
Keating, Gross: Patsy 0' Sullivan 
Ladies: I. Mary O'Sullivan 2. Nora Dwane 3. Emer 
Newell, Gross: Phil Ruttle 
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Charleville lOth July 
Gents: l. MI.Keating 2. John O 'Connor 
3. Ml.Noonan 4. Pa Wilmott, Gross: DeclanMooney 
Ladies: 1. B.Keating 2. N. Dwane 3. M.Wihnott 
Gross: Mary O'Sullivan 

Adare Golf Club 23rd July 
Fourball Gents: !.Gerry O'Connell/John Lynch 
2. Denis O'Dea/Aidan Supple 3.Dan Donovan/Pat 
Ahem 
Ladies 1. Eitbne Neville/Brid Larkin 2. Phil Ruttle/ 
Una Finn 

The next outing takes place to Beaufort Golf Club in 
Killarney on Saturday 14th August. Tee is reserved 
from 11 am. to I p.m.Competition will be for the 
President's (Laura Keating) Prize. This will be 
followed by the Captain's (Donogh Horgan) Prize at 
A dare Manor on September 18th 

-
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) 
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From the "Strategic Development Plan commissioned by 
West Limerick. Resources and 

Prepared by Department of Food Economics U.C.C.'' 

1. Profile of West limerick 

• The population in West Limerick has grown during the last decade on a par witb National trends however, tbere are 
great contrasts in population change between different DEDs. There have been significant declines in peripheral 
rural parts of West Limerick with many DEDs recording decreases of over I 0% in the last decade. 

• The number and proportion of the elderly has increased and wil l continue to increase significantly over the next 
decade as the population ages. 

• Witb the decrease in the population of young people in outlying areas, enrolment in primary schools has declined. 
The number of young people failing to complete second level education must be a cause for concern. Low 
educational attainment is linked to unemployment and poverty. 

• Dependence on agriculture is declining, while manufacturing is increasing in importance. With the current 
favourable conditions in tbe industrial sector and problems in agriculture, farmers are 'pulled ' from the land and 
many have turned to part-time fanning. The unemployment rate in West Limerick is favourable overall compared 
to National rates, but when Ballycummio (adjacent to Limerick City) is excluded tbe rate remains high . 

• Unemployment black.spots are evident in the urban centres (especially Rathkeale) and in western rural districts. 

• Whi le the APC area as a whole has a lower average deprivation score compared to tbe Na.kl:l ~~tgij; 
significant variations between DEDs in the area. DEDs in the west and soutb-west 
score. The deprivation index clearly confirms tbe difference between western 
deprivation. 

2. Agricultural Issues 

• Despite tbe decline in tbe number of farmers, agriculture is still important, as was highlighted in tbe 1996 census 
with agriculture accounting for 15.1% of those at work in tbe area compared to the national average of 1 0.2%. 

• For many smallholders in tbe West, off-farm source of income is essential in order to maintain the household. 
Many see their future as part-time farmers. 

• Horticulture, organics,' poultry and agri-tourism were identified by farmers surveyed as possible opportunities for 
diversification. 

• Farmers are hesitant to diversify due to tbe age barrier, existing workload, capital requirements, and the perceived 
failure of alternative enterprises such as ostrich and deer farming. 

• Training, problem solving, alternative enterprise support~ are necessary for farmers who wish to stay in agriculture 
as well as those who see their future in a different occupation. 

3. Community Development Issues 

• The community groups encountered in the study appear to be organised and maintained around the desire to 
enhance the aesthetic appearance and structural and amenity base of local communities. There is a need for WLR 
to facil itate a broadening of the base and remit of these groups and in facilitating the formulation of more inclusive 
local development plans. 

• There is an over-dependence on large-scale, often multi-national industry: WLR and other development 
agencies should recognise the long-term economic logic of supporting indigenous enterprise over such large-scale 
industries 
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• The elderly in particular are experiencing social exclusion due to changes in the social and economic structure of 
'villages and 'the decline in local social and commercial services. 

• Tourism is identified as an area of potential sustainable development though difficulties exist in identifying and 
promoting unique visitor attractions, in 'trapping' tourists on the tourism corridor, in promoting a distinct 
sub-county brand and in co-ordinating efforts to attract tourists. 

• WLR was identified as a means through which a broad-based identification of education and training needs could 
be co-ordinated. In the context of devolution of the availability of adult education, it was also felt that WLR could 
facilitate communities in coming together to make up numbers to run courses. 

• Problems with infrastructure in local communities were outlined in the context of 'getting the fundamentals right' 
in order to facilitate development. 

• Community groups advocated a more imaginative and broad-based approach to enterprise creation, with 
devolution to villages not defmed as having enterprise potential, greater support for indigenous enterprise creation. 
particularly those operating in the social economy, greater utilisation of the large-scale enterprises in the area as a 
funding source and the facilitation of greater linkages between existing resources and potential businesses. 

• WLR was thought to have a role to play in helping to identify tourist potential and in realising that potential, in 
filling the gaps in marketing and promotion for local communities and in facilitating networking between 
communities in relation to tourism promotion. 

• It was felt that the process of applying for funding should be streamlined, simplified and made more tlexible; that 
timely and relevant expert advice should be made available to community groups. who are dependent on voluntary 
activity; that more focused and needs-based networking amongst community groups should be facilitated; that 
WLR might expand its' role as an advocate and an umbrella body for community groups; and that more 
community workers might be employed in order to facilitate all of the above. 

4. Enterprise 

• Arising from the research into local enterprises that had been funded by WLR. the findings suggest that support 
given by WLR to local enterprises has proved beneficial in terms of creating and sustaining local enterprises 

• Evidence of support ,from WLR resulting in local enterprises entering new markets was limited with no direct link 
identified between support obtained from WLR and the enhancement of the project promoters skills or in the usage 
of Information Technology within the local enterprises. 

• Local enterprises currently seek 'follow-up' support, which would enable them to be further strengthened and 
consolidated. One primary need of local enterprises is assistance in the marketing of their products, enterprises and 
of West Limerick a~ a whole. 

• Arising from discussions with recipients of the AAES, the findings show that the AAES is, and is perceived to be, 
a crucial support in establishing local enterprises. The main advantage of the AAES, according to the recipients, is 
that the scheme offers the recipient an opportunity :to focus on the needs of the enterprise whilst guaranteeing a 
weekly income. 

• The AAES bas proved beneficial to local enterprises in terms of financial security for the promoter and 
employment creation. ln general, recipients of the AAES appeared to be more confident with regards to their 
business than the local enterprise owners that had obtained LEADER support from WLR. 

• Local enterprises, where the owner is a recipient of the AAES, currently require 'follow-up' support in the form of 
financial assistance to purchase pieces of machinery and equipment which would enable them to further expand 
their enterprises into an already existing market. 

• WLR is perceived as being highly beneficial to West Limerick in terms of creating employment, local enterprise 
development. provision of training courses etc. However, there is a widely held perception that WLR is a 
fmancial intermediary between local enterprises and the Irish Government!EU and whose primary function is 
economic development. 
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• A future role for WLR in the development of local enterprises should the development of a comprehensive enter
prise 'follow-up strategy', development of a local enterprise network, establishing a mentoring system, increased 
promotion of non-financial support for local enterprises. 

5. Disadvantaged Groups 

• There are several identifiable disadvantaged groups in West Limerick with special needs to be addressed. These 
include the disabled. travellers, the unemployed, women' s' groups, early school leavers' and those in need of 
community care. 

• Social economy initiatives to address some of these issues. 

• Support to capacity building with disadvantaged groups. 

• Training is required by several groups to enhance their employment opportunities in areas such computers, crafts, 
health, literacy. The preference is for accredited training where progression is clear. 

• Support for development of small and micro-enterprises is required. Several groups have ideas they wish to 
develop, however they Jack the experience and resources to start an enterprise. 

• The is a need for the creation of a pool of trained, professional carers available to groups such as the disabled, 
elderly and the sick. 

• People not on the live register have poor access to schemes facilitating, education, training and enrry to the 
labour force. There is a need to improve the access of this group to such schemes. 

• There is potential for preventative measures for early school leavers and initiatives for combating literacy 
difficulties to be enhanced. 

6. Towards a Strategy 

• The aim of West Limerick Resources should be is to further the economic and social development of the West 
Limerick Area. 

• WLR's strengths derive from its community base, its twin foci on social exclusion and enterprise. acting as a 
source of expert advice and information for community groups, and its innovative approach to tackling local 
development issues. · 

• The key objectives of a stra:egy in line with the overall aim and main principles need to emphasise: maintenance 
and growth of a viable and sustainable mral economy and society, inclusion in social and economic life of 
currently socially excluded//marg.inalised groups, mobilisation of local human and other resources towards 
development of the local area, and advocacy for local development. 

• The development approach followed by WLR should be integrated and coherent, recognising the interlinkages 
between actions in the economic sphere and the social sphere. 

• Actions in the economic sphere need to address smallholder agriculture, SMEs and tourism; in the social sphere 
they need to address marginalisation amongst Travellers, Disabled people, the elderly, women, children!childcare, 
early scboolleavers, and the long-term unemployed. These actions can be linked through a development approach 
which emphasises community development, social economy approaches, advocacy, and a gender-based approach. 

• There needs to be continued, and probably srrengthened, focus on advocacy and on linkage to other service 
providers. 

• There is a need for WLR to strengthen its community base through capacity building, devolved structures and 
suppon for networking at community level. 

• Serious consideration should be given to the development of a "leverage fund" - a resource that can be used 
flexibly, and which can also serve as leverage to bring in additional resources from external funding agencies. 
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BALLIN GARRY THE GARDEN TOWN 
Ballingarry County Limerick, according to Lewis's 
Topographical Dictionary written in 1837, "is situ
ated on the road from Rathkeale to Charleville and 
in a pleasing and sheltered valley which opens to
wards the west. It consists of one long irregular 
street and several smaller ones," 

In historical records dating prior to 1300, Ballingarry 
was called Ville de Garth or Garth, le Garth, or 
''GarthocconnyU" This latter name was derived from 
its central position in the ancient Irish division of Ui 
Conneillo. In Latin, Ballingarry was referred to as 
Villa Horti. The area of the ancient parish of Garth is 
similar to the present parish of Ballingarry. 

Early in the thirteenth century, Limerick diocese was 
subdivided into six Decanates. These were Limerick, 
Kilmallock, Grath (or Ballingarry), Rathkeale and 
Adare. There were twelve parishes in the Decanate 
of Garth. Four of these, Clouncagh, Cloncrew (about 
4 miles N .E. from Dromcollogher), Kilfinny and 
Mahoonagh (under the name Cluenclaidmeach) are 
mentioned in the famous Black Book of Limerick in 
connection with an Inquisition as to ecclesiastical 
property which took place in 1201. 

The earliest reference of a vicar of Ballingarry is in 
1295 when John Le Blond was parson of Garth. 
Ballingarry is also mentioned in 1302 to 1306 when 
a parish tax was levied. For this tax, in 1302, Garth 
with chapels (Kilmacow and Shanovoba) and vicar
age yielded £2-13-0. On the later assessment, Garth 
(Ballingarry) yielded only 20 shillings. This reduc
tion in assessment was due to the destruction of the 
churches of Corcomohide, Mahoonagh, Cloncagh, 
Cloncrew, Kilmeedy (Moyalthi) and two others. 

de Lacy 

Before the Desmond confiscation in 1583, Ballin garry 
was owned by the de Lacy family. First mention of 
this family in Ballingarry is in the 13th and 14th cen
tury and the Castle in Ballingarry is known as the de 
Lacy Castle. 

During the episcopate of Cornelius O'Dea, a further 
entry was made in the Black Book of Limerick in 
1418. The reference to de Garth states that "the 
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abbot of Keynshaun is rector and presents the 
vicar, 'Garth has two chapels, Seaboth and 
Kylmocho". Senbotb is now Shanavoha and 
Kylemocho is Kilmacow. 

On the outskirts of Ballingarry village s tood the 
Kilshane Franciscan Abbey referred to in 1410 as ''the 
monaste1·y of St. John" This is close to St. John's 
Well. Another abbey stood in Kilmacow near the 
church and a half a mile from this stood the abbey of 
Kilmacanearla and a half a mile further to the east is 
Morenane church. In later references BaJJingarry, 
while continuing to be referred to as Garth, is also 
called Gare, Garre, Gorth, Garrie, Garrystown, 
Balli ogarrie and many other such names. 

During the period of English rule in Munster, Henry 
IV in 1408 granted to the bailiffs and commons of 
Ville de Garth certain customs or taxes to wall the 
town because "the greater part thereof had been 
destroyed by Irish foes and English rebels." The 
Desmond uprising, having being suppressed in 1583, 
broke out again in 1598. The barony of Connello was 
the centre of the disturbances. BaJJingarry castle was 
owned at that time by John de Lacy who bad sided 
with the rebels. In 1569, the castle was stormed and 
its garrison of 40 men put to the sword by the queen's 
forces. 

In 1583, at the end of the first Desmond rebellion, all 
those on the losing side lost their lands, Included 
among these were John Supple who owned Kilmacow 
and Granagh, John Roe Lacy owner of Lisamote and 
Woodstock Castles (otherwise Bonistoe) and John 
Lacy owner of Ballingarry, Rylanes, Kilmihill and 
Ball yneale. 

The Jist of landowners in the parish in 164 I was as 
follows; Edward Standish owned Frankfort, Lt. Col. 
William Piggott owned Kilshane, Philip Cullom, 
Ballyknockane. W. Cullom, Lisamote and Woodstock 
Castles, W. Lacy, Clontemple and Ballyneale, Edward 
Sheehy Ballynaroogabeg, Ballynoe, BaJJykevin, 
Miles Jackson, Lisduane and Granagh. Ballingarry, 
with its castle mill and patent of fair belonged to John 
Massy. W. Cullom, W. Lacy and Edward Sheehy were 
later deprived of tbeir lands for joining in the Desmond 
Uprising. Their lands were taken over by Odell, Cox, 

• 
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Monkton, Scanlon and Pepparad. 

SIEGE OF LIMERICK 
Ballingarry was burned and sacked at the time of the 
Siege of Limedck (1691). Kilfinny castle belonged 
to the Kildare Geraldines but was forfeited in the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth 1. The Irish attacked it in 1641. 
and it .was defended by the widow of John Dowdall. 
She wrote in her diary that she was "at length forced 
to surrender, the Irish having got possession of the 
bill In the rear and two windmills which 
commanded the castle." 

In the rebellion of 1798, Colonel W. Odell of The 
Grove, Ballingarry, took an active part against the 
insurgents. He engaged them between Rathkeale and 
Ballingarry. Colonel Odell was a member of Grattan's 
Parliament and voted for the Union. Lord Edward 
Fitzgerald who was involved in the organisation of 
the United Irishmen, visited Ballingarry in 1798 in 
order to meet "the Great Baggott" who was the 
schoolmaster who planned the capture of Limerick 
castle in 1803. 

OUlLL! 

Beside the square in Ballin garry stood the ancient fair 
field. The last time this was used was in 1866. In the 
square where the new hall is now situated stood the 
Big House which belonged to the Odell family. 
Afterwards this became a pawnshop. In the square 
also was the Old Courthouse and Bridewell. In this 
area of the town stood the Sessions House built in 
1883. Petty sessions used to be held in Ballingarry 
every Saturday. At the comer of Downs Road was 
the old Weigh House where the market scales were 
situated. Markets were held twice weekly and fairs 
four times a year. 

The convent was formerly the residence of the 
Catholic priests and was built on the site of an old 
thatched cottage after which the house was named 
Echo Lodge. It has been used as a convent since 1888. 
The present R.C. church was completed in 1879. 
According to the 1821 census, the population of the 
town was 1,553. The church of Ireland was built in 
1812 a few feet from an older church which collapsed 
around 1810. 

Rathkeale A.F.C. Team Supporter Kathleen Mulcaire with Paul Lynch & Paul Ruddle 
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RATHKEALE A.F.C. J.J. Riordan 

In the season concluded Rathkeale A.RC. had three 
junior, one youths and U 17's teams affiliated to the 
Desmond District league. 

The following is a brief report on how each team did 
over the year: 

A Team: 
The A's had another fantastic season. They won the 
league for the fourth time in five years with two games 
remaining. After the defeat to Adare in October they 
went on a 2 1 game winning run, which was a brilliant 
achievement. 

In the Munster junior cup they won the area final 
verses Ballyagran 1-nil, with Paul Lynch the scorer. 

In the Open competition they reached the quarter 
final where they met Fairview Rangers. On the day 
the A's put on a great performance and were unlucky 
to lose 1-nil when with only eight minutes remaining 
Fairview scored. On the day there was nothing 
between the two teams. Fairview went on to win the 
competition, they were also winners of the FAI 
Junior cup for the third year in a row. 

In the league Cup the Ns progressed comfortably to 
the final against arch-rivals Newcastle West. With 
Rathkeale at this stage striving for four trophies, 
Newcastle were always going to be tough opponents. 
A's went up 1-nil but Newcastle eventually won 2- 1. 
The clean sweep wasn't to be. 

In the Desmond Cup they faced difficult opposition 
in almost every round: 
1st Round Won 2-0 away to Adare B 
2nd Round Won 2-0 home to Ballingarry 
3rd Round Won 1-0 home to Foynes 
QuarterFinal Won 4-0 home to Shauntraude 
Semi-final Won 2-0 against Newcastle West 

So the Ns went into the final having not conceded a 
goal. In the final they met Kilcolman Rovers, which 
was decided over two games. In the first game we 
went down 1-0 to a very sloppy goal. However after 
creating a number of good chances we eventually 
brought the game to replay. Although they didn't play 
as well as they could they easily created enough 
chances to have won easily on the night. The 
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woodwork was struck three times by us during the 
game. 

In the replay, the longer the game went on it was 
looking like it wasn't to be our night. With our 
players receiving constant intimidation from both the 
sideline and on the field, poor refereeing by all 
officials it wasn't going to be easy. It must be said 
that the condition of the pitch wasn't good enough 
for a Desmond Cup final. It was impossible for the 
A's to play their passing football . Rathkeale's best 
chance came in the first half when Paul Lynch hit the 
cross bar and we all know what happened. 

During the season the A's were team of the month on 
two occasions, March & May. 

Congratulations to Chester Woulfe who was voted 
Desmond League Junior player of the year. 

Overall the A's bad a great season. 

B Team: 

It was a difficult year for Rob Collins and Mike 
Walsh's team in the first division. With a number of 
players being promoted to the A panel, a number of 
you th players were introduced to Junior leveL 
Players like Keith Hartnett, Seamus Giltinane and 
Sean Joyce made their debuts and bad a fantastic 
seasons. 

In the league the B 's were at the foot of the table for a 
lot of the year but always had a number of games in 
band. Towards the end of the season they won a 
number of important games and finished the season 
mid table. 

In the Desmond Cup they were beaten in the first 
round by Shanagolden. 

In the Munster Junior .Cup they were beaten by 
eventual finalists Ballyagran in the quarterfinal. 

In the League Cup they were beaten by Glantine who 
went on to do the double in that Division. 

In the Reidy Cup they lost to Kilcolm.an 1-0. 
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CTeam: 
The C team had a struggle against relegation this 
season, they showed great spirit but were unlucky not 
to claw their way out of trouble. They finished joint 
bottom. Brian Tierney, John Lyons and Noel White 
did another great job. They too introduced a number 
of youth players. 

In the Desmond Cup they were beaten by Kildimo in 
the first round. 

In the Reidy Cup they were beaten by Kildimo in the 
second round. 

In the 3rd Division League Cup they lost to Athea. 

Youths: 
This year's youth team was mostly made up ofU-16 
& U-17's, so it was a season of learning the game at a 
higher level. They had a number of players who did 
excellently and as mentioned they even made the step 
up to junior level. Others showed little or no 
commitment over the season and this must not 
happen again. Rob White did a good job over the 
season. 

The U-17's were beaten by Ballynanty for a place in 
the last 8 of the FA! Cup. 

Awards: 
At our Awards night in the Rathkeale House Hotel on 
the 1 9th June the following were honoured: 
A Team player of the year Chester Woulfe 
B Team player of the year Edmund Dollery 
C Team player of the year David Dunne 
Youths player of the year Keith Hartnett 
Club persons of the year JJ Riordan & Johnny 

Supporter of the year 
Schoolboys 
Under lO'sA 
Under lO's B 
Under ll's 
Under 12's 
Under 13's 
Under l4's 
Under IS's 
Under 16's 

Field Development; 

Daly 
Anthony Woulfe 

Timmy Hogan 
Eaton Keogh 
Francis Shier 
Shane Keogh 
Alan O'Shea 
Jonathan Hayes 
John Wilmoth 
Brendan Costelloe 

In September the Fas Scheme commenced. They laid 
the first stage of f001p3Ihs around the main pitch and 
constructed new dngouts_ 
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At the moment they are building a storage shed and 
public toilets to the rear of the stand which should be 
fmished for the new season. 

The carpark was extended at the beginning of the year 
and will now hold 50 cars. 

Advertising hoarding have been placed around the 
pitch. We must thank all the businesses that have taken 
a space. 

The work in Holycross is on-going and the support 
from our members and the local community is greatly 
appreciated. 

Our playing facilities are comparable to any League 
of Ireland ground and have received widespread 
public acclaim. 

Liverpool Trip: 

On the May bank holiday weekend the club went on 
their bi-annual trip to Liverpool. A fantastic weekend 
was had by all. 

I would like to thank our team sponsors Kathleen's 
Bar, Ciara's & Billy Keogbs . 

Thanks to those who placed an advertising hoarding 
namely: Deel Bakery, John Lyons, AlB, Rathkeale 
Credit Union, Desmond Motors, Brian Geary Car 
Sales, Dillons Building Contractors, Tadgh O'Connor, 
Ray Moloney Fencing, John Dinnage, Jimmy Little, 
Carling. 

I would like to thank the Rathkeale House Hotel and 
Davy Manns for the use of their premises for meet
ings. 

The following were the officers for the past season: 

President: 
Chairman: 
Vice-Chairman: 
Hon. Secretary: 
Treasurers: 
PRO: 
Committee: 

Jimmy Dollery 
Nei!y Hogan 
Timmy O'Sullivan 
JJ Riordan 
Sean Hartnett & Ann O'Brien 
Mike Gallagher & Sean Hartnett 
Denis Kelly, Michelle Kelly, Joe 
Lynch, Mary Lynch, Johnny Daly, 
Mike Walsh, Rob White, Barry 
Riordan, Kenny Hogan, John 
Lyons, Rob Collins, Brian Tierney. 
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"From Deel Views 1979" 

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH NEWS 

Since the last number the 'Year of the Child' Garden Fete 
was held in Ratbkeale Cottage Garden inspired by Miss 
O'Rorke and assisted by members of this Parish, the 
Methodist Community and the Parish of Kilcoman and 
Askeaton, £880. a wonderful total, was made on the stalls, 
by the games, teas and raffie, and also included some very 
generous donations by local firms and individuals. To all 
who supported us in our effort we express our thanks, and 
they will be pleased to know that UNICEF and 'The Save 
the Children Fund' each received a cheque for £440. which 
in the Iauer case is being used to help the children of 

Kampuchea. 

In Holy Trinity Church on Saturday 29th September, Jean 
Travers, only daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Jack Shorten of Lake 
View. Ballingrane, was married to Mr. Thomas Alexander 
Borland of Kerrykeel . Co. Donegal. The ceremony was 
peiformed by the Rector, Rev. W. H. Nicholson. assisted 
by the Yen. E. W. Stanley, Archdeacon of Killaloe, and the 
Re.v. E.~. 's,nR't "f.!le Best man ~as the Groom's brother, 

·. I(~~h. · and, l\lloth;r brother J 101 acted as Groomsm~. 
Tne-Bridesmards· were Geraldine Lynch and Valerae 
Borland. sister of the Groom. Jean's youngest brother Jan 
acted as Page Boy and her cousin Valerie Blennerhasseft 
as Flower Girl. The Bride was given away by her Father. 
After the Reception in Limerick, the young couple left for 
a Cont.inental honeymoon. We wish Jean and Alex every 
happiness in their new home in Ballinaclough, Nenagh. 

The Annual Harvest Thanksgiving was held on Friday, 
October 5th, and the guest preacher was the Rev. Joe 
Perrott. Rector of Ballydehob, Co. Cork, and well known 
in the Askeaton area where be was brought up. The school
children sang '"The Harvest is coming" very beautifully. 
and Mr. Hugh Massy played the organ. The Church was 
very beautifully decorated for the occasion. As a result of 
the collection and 'Sale of Produce' in the Schoolhouse 
afterwards, £150 will be sent to "Our Own Missionary" 
Miss Sheilagh Jebb, recently moved to a new sphere of 

work in the Sudan. 

On Saturday. September 29th, a day of great moment for 
Ireland, the 'grand old man of Rathkealc' Major General 
Valentine Pollok slipped peacefully from this world to the 
next. Many in Ratbkeale will miss this friendly. loving old 
man with his whimsical sense of humour, and Holy 
Trinity Church will particularly miss the familiar figure 
who faithfully attended Sunday by Sunday until well into 
his 95th year. He will be remembered for his great sense 
of duty and his courage facing two lonely years since his 
beloved wife's death, and his good natured patience when 

advancing years made him more and more dependent on 
the ministrations of others. The intense devotion of those 
who were privileged to serve him is perhaps his greatest 
testimony. However, we are all the betterfor having known 

him. 

GOLDEN JUBILEE 

Rev. Fr. James Neville, C.S.Sp., this year celebrates the 
Golden Jubilee of his Ordination to the Priesthood. Born 
in 1896, be attended Rathkeale National School where be 
was taught by Mr. John Hayes (father of Sean Hayes, 
M.C.C) and b.is brother Paddy. School companions at the 
time included: the O'Gradys (later Canons Marlin and 
Willie), Sean Finn, J immie McMahon, Gerald and Patrick 
Hassett, Jack Griffin, Bank Place, the Fitzgeralds at the 
Railway, the Roches, the Hartigans, Alco 0' Shaughnessy, 
Cyril McNamara of the Square. He went to Blackrock 
College in 1912 and Joined the Holy Ghost Order in 1916. 

In 1923 be went to the Novitiate in Kimmage. and later 
completed his studies at the Castle in Blackrock .. After 
ordination he went to Kiliminijaro Vicariate in Tanzania 
on September 1930. The journey by boat took 26 days, 
now it takes only one day by plane. Since going to Africa 
be has built 5 churches and 2 schools. 
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Mt. Kiliminijaro is 19,000 ft. high and is the 4th. highest 
mountain in the world. It is perpetually covered with snow, 
and its top is shaped like the dome of St. Peter's in Rome. 
Many tourists climb the mountain from all parts of the 
world. but not all reach the top. The journey up and down 
takes 3 to 4 days. 

When Fr. Neville arrived in Africa in 1930 there was not 
one African Priest or nun, now they have 2 African 
Bishops, 76 priests and over 300 nuns. Of its progress he 
says: "Africa has certainly made fantastic strides during 
the '40 odd years, and during that time most countries have 
got their independence, but they cannot advance mucb 
further until they unite more. Tribal factions and struggle 
for individual power retard them. Some say the African 
Countries are passing through their ' teething pains' . We 
can only hope that that state will soon be over." 

Four members of Fr. Neville's family in Rathkealc have 
travelled out to Moshi Tanzania to be with him on this 
happy occasion. 

Fr. Neville bas contributed many articles to this magazine 
over the years. His description of his first ride in a motor 
ear in Ratbkeale at an early age was hilarious. Hopefully 
there will be many more stories from Fr. Neville in future 

issues of Dee! Views. 

• 



SOCCER (from Deer Views 1979) 
Shannon Utd. (Ratbkeale) 4 - Askearon I 

Sunday the lOth June last proved a red letter day for 
Ra!hkeale soccer \\ilen for the first lime the Desmond Cup 
was won by Shannon Utd. (Rathkeale) who defeated 
Askeaton by 4 - I. This was a re-play, the first game two 
Sundays previous was drawn I . I. Shannon Utd. got a 
great boast just before the kick off when leading scorer 
Sean Hartnett declared himself fit to play. Askeaton were 
quick to settle and indeed had the ball in the net after 10 
minutes but the goal was disallowed due to an infringe
ment on keeper Denis Harnett. After 25 minutes Shannon 
broke down to left. Sean Harnett passed inside to Mario 
Zoncado who in tum rolled the ball into Mike Sullivan's 
path. Mike hit it frrst time and the ball flew into the far 
corner. First blood to Shannon Utd. then and they held 
that lead to the break, Askeaton came back strong in the 
second half and got their reward mid-way through the half. 
The ball was handled in the box and the referee pointed to 
the spot Enda McDaid scored with his second attempt 
crashing the ball high into the net. At the end of normal 

BAPTISMS 
• Bridget McCarthy, 
• Clodagh Philippa Guerin, 
• George Joseph Mulcahy, 
• Michael Flynn, 
• Darragh Jeremiah Cunin, 
• Emma Steen DiJJon, 
• Margaret Rachel O ' Brien, 

• Maeve Jacinta Power, 
• Samuel Luke Hennessy, 

• John Sean Joseph McCarthy, 
• Kathleen Jamie Shire, 

• David Philip O'Donnell. 
• Keith Anthony Lodge, 
• John Paul O'Driscoll, 

• J ererniah Christopher 0' Driscoll, 
• Bridget O'Donoghue, 

• Janette Margaret Gammell, 
• Terence John TllllOihy Donovan, 

• Katie ~1ary Brennan . 

• David Ronan Hough. 

• Jack Pa.trick Oobeny, 
• Chloe Marie Omningharn. 

MARRIAGES 
• John Flynn and ~1ary Culligan, 
• David Q uil.l.igan and Bridget Sheridan, 
• James Culligan & Jean Culligan, 
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time it was still I - 1- so into extra time. In the early 
minutes Sean Harnett chased a through ball into the box. 
The Askeaton keeper came out but fumbled the ball and 
Sean Harnett got possession only to be pulled down as he 
was about to shoot and the referee had no hesitation in 
pointing to the spot. Up stepped Mario Zoncado and he 
made no mistake and put Utd. in front. Into the second 
period and Sean Harnett clear on the left made it number 
three. In the dying moments the Askeaton centre half put 
through his own goal to put the issue beyond all doubt. At 
the fmal whistle excited supporters rushed onto the field 
to carry off their heroes. Skipper Johrmy Jones held the 
cup aloft and history was made. This was a real team 
effort and every man played his part. Pa Sheehan the 
manager can also be proud of his year's work. To Sean 
Harnett who showed tremendous courage in playing though 
not fully fit, and is presently recovering from a knee 
operation in Croom hospital, we wish him a speedy re
covery. The tean1 who did us all proud on that day was: 
Hartnett (D), Mullane, Gallagher, Harnett (N), DoUery, 
Daly, Jones, Zoncada, Sullivan, Doherty, Harnett (S). 
Res. Coleman, Meade. 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

Cornelius Paul O'Donne~~~~~~ 
Catherine Ann Flaherty, 
James Sheirdan and Margaret Mary Quilligan, 
Edward Agustine Sweeney and 
Gniinne Margaret Giltinane, 
Liam Patrick Sheehy and 
Linda Helena O 'Connor, 
John Flynn and Mary Martina O'Brien, 
Michael O'Brien and Anri Flynn. 

FUNERALS 
• Margaret Sheridan, 
• Eileen Keyes Roche, 

• James O ' Donnell, 

• Patrick Quinn, 
• Margaret Sis O 'Dea, 

• Alice Roche, 
• John Johnny Lynch, 

• Jinl Button Sheridan, 
• Patrick Enright, 
• James Slattery, 

• Delia Bridget Sheridan, 
• Timmy Cregan 

• Tony Reidy, 
• Margaret Egan, 
• Frank Neenan, 
• Mamie Flynn. 



USEFUL INFO~ ~ 
,. 

v :TION 
Deel Views: Jack O'Dwyer Tel: (069) 64210 

Banks: Late opening Tuesday 

Credit Union: 
Monday 2.00-4.00pm. 
Tuesday & Wednesday 10.00am to 4.00pm 
Thursday: 1 O.OOam to 6.00pm 
Friday: 10.00am to 4.00pm and 6.00pm-8.30p.m. 
Saturday: 11.00am to 4.00p.m. 

Library Opening Hours: 
Monday & Wednesday: 2.00pm to 5.00pm 
Tuesday: 10.00am to 1.30pm, 6.00pm to 8.00pm 
Thursday: 10.00am to 1.30pm and 2.00pm to 5.00pm 
Friday: 2.00pm to 5.00pm and 6.30pm to 8.30pm 

Mart: Tuesday- Cattle, Wednesday- Calf & Pig 

Post Office: 
Monday to Saturday 9.30am to 5.30pm 
Thursday: 9.30am to 1.30pm 

Dentist: MI. Brosnan, Thomas Street 

Doctors: 
Dr. Lynch 
Dr. Curtin 
Dr. Teehan: 

Half Day Thursday 
Half Day Wednesday 
Half Day Thursday 

Church/ Mass Times 
St. Mary's Catholic Church 
Sunday 9.30am and 11.30am 
Monday to Saturday 9.30am 
Saturday: 7 .30pm 

Holy T!inity Church of Ireland 
1st, 2nd, 3rd & 5th Sundays 1 0.30am 
4th Sunday 11.00am alternating with 
Askeaton & Castletown 

Embury Heck Memorial Methodist Church 
Sundays May & July 11.30am 
Sundays June & August 1 O.OOam 
Sundays January, March, Sept, Nov 12noon 
Sundays: February, April, Oct, Dec. 10.30am 

Festival Show: Mrs. Ann O'Connell 

Community Council: Monthly Meeting 
First Monday 8.30pm Secretary: Lorraine White 

. 
SOCial Seryices: Secretary: Breda Morrissey 

Red Cross: Secretary: Tim Shiels 

St. Vincent de Paul: J. Dunleavy 
Meeting alternate Mondays 

I.C.A. Secretary: Mrs. Alice Vereker, 2nd Thursday 

G.A.A. Hon Secretary: Jack Daly 

Soccer: Juvenile: Sean Hartnett 

Abrahams Golf Society; J. O'Connor, Secretary 

Scout Cubs: Thursdays, Youth Centre 

Community Hall: Tel: 64908 

THINGS TO DO 
AND SEE 

Tourist Information Centre -Irish Palatine Centre 
Open June - September 7 days 2.00pm to 5.00pm 

Irish Palatine Heritage Centre 
Open June - September 7 days 2.00pm to 5.00pm 

Dohyle Lough: John Griffin 

Sports Complex 
Squash, Racketball , Handball, Snooker, Pool 

Tel: (069) 64622 

Ky!etaun Tennis Club. Contact: 
Pat0'Doherty(069)64086 

Affiliated to Tennis Ireland. Floodlit international size. 
Open 7 days. 

Bridge Club every Tuesday night September-June 
Contact: Mary Kennedy (06g) 68330 

- . 
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