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Rathkeale Community College (Colaiste 
Aine Naofa) will shortly open its doors and a 
new era for education in the community will 
commence. 

For far too long second-level students and 
teac1ters - particularly in the Convent school 
- have had to accept the most inadequate 
conditions and the new college has taken 
very many years to get through the planning 
and design stages. 

Our last issue contained an outline of the 
facilities which will be available and, in time, 
it is hoped these will be of benefit to the 
community at large. 

71te building should be completed in a matter 
of weeks and the school is expected to 
commence work in September. 

We wish all concern:;:ed:;..:»""" success for the 
future. 

BEUJlY: 
Group pic 
Construction 

ERED 
HOUSING PROJECT 

This development is fast nearing completion and 
the fi!St tenants should be moving in later in the 
summer. An e11cellent job has been carried out in 
a very expeditious manner by the builder Michael 
Dillon and his staff despite some very bad weather 
conditions over the winter. 

Even though the project is funded primarily by the 
State, a considerable sum has to be raised by the 
local committee. The nex t fundraiser is a most 
ambitious undertaking • a night of greyhound rac
ing at the Markets Field in Limerick. A very active 
committee under the chairmanship of Michael 
Hanley are 'taking over' the track for the night of 
May 1st when a series of sponsored dog races will 
be run with the income from same, together with 
admission fees, going to the Sheltered Housing 
Project. There will be a feature race worth£ 1,000; 
another worth £500 and eight more at £300. Nomi
nators (180 in all} are now being sought for the 
individual dogs at a fee of £20 and this includes the 
chance of sharing a winning dog and also entry to 
a raffle. The admission fee on the night is £2 and 
these tickets are now on sale. It should be a night 
to remember, especial! y for those who have never 
experienced the excitement of a night at the dogs. 

BEWW: 
Tadgh O'Connor presenting his sponsorship 
cheque for ll,OOOfor the Feature Race of 
Rathke ale Slu!lured II ousing night. Also John 
Dinnage (Hon. Treasurer) and Brian Dillon of 
ML Dillon & Sons. 



~=;;====;~=:z:===:;;ril expressed serious reservations about the 
proposed changes. II was also pointed out 
that in the case of Rathkeale Circuit Court, 
the present sitting Judge opposes the pro
posed change. 

Re: Rathkeale Courthouse ·Circuit Court 
Sittings. 

A recent report on the re-organisation of the Circuit 
Courts proposes the closure of 18 Circuit Court venues 
throughout the country, including Rathkeale. 

The report was drawn up by aco!IIIllltteeoffive Circuit 
Court Judges and five public offiCials under the Chair
manship of the President of the Circuit Court, Mr. 
Justice Spain. 

The report recommends increasing the number of 
Circuits, excluding Dublin and Cork, from six to eight, 
with the appointment of two additional Judges to 
service them, and the concenttation of Circuit Court 
venues in one major town in each county with the 
exception of Donegal, Mayo and Tipperary, which 
would each have two. Cork would have two venues 
outside the city. 

The question of the proposed closure of Rathkeale 
Circuit Court was raised at a meeting of the Rathkeale 
Area Committee on 4th January 1995 where strong 
opposition was expressed at the proposed closure. It 
was decided to bold a special meeting of the Rathkeale 
Area Committee on 30th January 1995 to consider the 
matter in full. 

At this meeting it was requested that a report be 
prepared outlining possible options to be considered to 
provide a higher standard of accommodation for Cir
cuit Court sinings in Rathkeale. 

The matter has been examined in detail by Mr. N. 
Hogan, E.E. and I set out hereunder details of his 
report. 

Mr. Hogan met with the County Registtar to discuss 
the situation with regard to Rathkeale Courthouse. 

The County Registrar referred to the setting up by the 
Department of Justice of the committee to review the 
operation of the Circuit Court system nationally, and to 
the recommendation that Circuit Courts should in 
future be confined to one major town in each county, 
with a few exceptions. It was noted that both the 
Incorporated Law Society and the Bar Council had 

It was noted that while the courtroom was on the fist 
floor, the facilities in general were at a higher standard 
than Court buildings in some other counties. The 
accommodation was adequate, the main problem would 
appear to be the first floor Courtroom, stairways and 
the limited consultation facilities. However, it was 
pointed out that the report of the co!IIIlllttee had taken 
matters other than the condition of the Courthouses 
into consideration and that the proposals catered for 
the rationalisation and re-organisation of the Circuit 
Court system in the country. 

If the re-location of the Courtroom facilities from its 
present first floor location was considered necessary, 
then the possibility of re-locating the library and Council 
office accommodation from the ground floor of the 
building and re-modelling the ground floor as a Court
room together with Judge's quarters and consulting 
rooms etc. could be examined. In such an instance it 
may be possible to move the Area office accommoda
tion up-stairs, but an alternative location would have to 
be found for the library. The possibility of such 
accorrunodation being available in the new Commu· 
nity College had been raised, but following prelimi
nary contacts with the local school management it was 
not considered a feasible proposition. ' 

In anY event, the levels of costs that would be incurred 
in moving the Courtroom ~!)Stairs and re-location 
of the Area offices.tnd library was c;onsidered to be 

' . 
prohibitive. · •· ·'\ > 
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However, the possibility of using tJk1&ciliries that are 
currently available in the loCal Community Centre for 
Circuit Court sinings was an option that should be 
taken up with the Community Council. The Commu
nity Centre is in a very suitable location, with ample 
parking and has ample space for a Courtroom with 
other rooms that could be used as consulting rooms, 
and Judge's room etc. In fact this building previously 
served as the Courthouse for Rathkeale. 

It is recommended that contact should be made with 
the Community Council to discuss the possibility of 
availing of the centre for Circuit Court sittings. 

Signed: County Secretary 



From "Operational Programme For 
Local Urban & Rural Development 

INTRODUCTION 

Purpose of the Programme 

3.1 The Operational Programme for Local Urban 
lllld Rural Development is submitted in accordance 
with Article 14 of Council Regulation (EEC) No. 
2081/93. The Programme will be implemented as an 
integrated approach, as defined in Article 13 of that 
Regulation. Assistance is therefore sought from the 
European Regional Development Fund, the European 
Social Fund and the European Agricultural Guidance 
and Guarantee Fund (Guidance Section). Assistance 
from the ERDF and the ESF will be in the form of a 
Global Grant in the case of Sub-Programme 2 in 
accordance with ArticleS of Council Regulation (EEC) 
No. 2081/93. The Operational Programme covers the 
period 1994-1999. 

3.2 The Operational Programme is designed to bring 
about social and economic development at local level, 
to involve and to enable local communities to be 
involved in that development in a formal way, and to 
achieve physical improvements to the environment. It 
comprises, therefore, integrdted Sub-Programmes on 
(i) Local Enterprise, (ii) Integrated Development of 
DesignatedDisadvantagedand Other Areas (iii) Urban 
and Village Renewal. The Operational Programme 
recognises the general role which local initiatives can 
play as a catalyst for local economic, social and envi
ronmental development and the particular importance 
of locally-based measures to complement the national 
approach and to release the local potential for develop
ment. 

Urban and Village Renewal 

4.27 Between 1926 and 1991 the urban population in 
Ireland increased from 32% to almost 60% of total 
population. Most of that growth occurred in a network 
of o lder cities and towns which have a rich heritage of 
historic buildings and streetscapes, much of which has 
become derelict or under-utilised. This was particu
larly the case in the five largest urban cenrre of Dublin, 
Cork, Limerick, Galway and Waterford which be
tween them now account for 67% of the total urban 
population. 

4.28 However, population growth in urban areas has 
run in parallel with a dramatic fall-off in economic 
activity and population in core urban centres. New 
land-use patterns and suburbanisation have left large 
central areas under-utilised or derelict. Decline of 
port-related and other city centre industries, growth in 
car ownership, increased traffic, changes in retail 
shopping patterns, new sea-freight facilities, large-
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scale suburban residential development, and the move
ment to the periphery of other commercial and busi
ness activities have all contributed to the decline of the 
physical fabric and of socio-economic conditions at 
the heart of many cities and towns. 

4.29 By the same token, the rapid growth of suburbs 
has created its own problems. In particular, the large 
scale development of mono-class social housing 
schemes has Jed to large tracts of severe economic 
deprivation, with unemployment rates typically of up 
tO 80%. 

4.30 The corollary of the rapid urbanisation of Ireland 
has been the decline in population in rural areas, 
exacerbated by strUctural changes in agriculture. This 
decline, most evident in the midlands, west and north
west, has threatened the viability of rural communities 
and, despite Government policies favouring these 
regions, has resulted in a poor quality infrastrUcture. 
This militates against the enterprise creation so neces
sary to stabilise and reverse the decline. 

4. 31 Since the late 1970s Ireland has adopted a num
ber of policy measures aimed at redressing the problem 
of urban decline described above. Firstly, the policy of 
building large new suburban social housing schemes 
has been eschewed in favour of smaller schemes lo
cated as far as possible in city centre or infl.lllocations. 
Secondly, a major programme of remedial works to 
substandard social housing schemes in both suburban 
and inner city areas has been in operation. This scheme 
involves environmental upgrading works in the vicin
ity of the housing schemes, as well as works to the 
fabric of the houses. Thirdly, to encourage private in
vestment in city centres, tax incentives were given. 
This latter measure has achieved notable success. 
Though it is not part of the present Operational Pro
gramme, it is complementary to the Sub-Programme 
and therefore deserves to be elaborated briefly. 

4.32 The urban renewal scheme was introduced in 
1986. It was aimed largely at encouraging rapid 
growth in private investment The Urban Renewal 
Act, 1986. provided for the designation of areas in 
which there was a special need to promote urban 
renewal; the Fmance Act of the same year provided for 
the application of a package of tax incentives in those 
areas aimed at encouraging commercial and residen
tial development. The scheme initially applied in the 
Custom House Docks area in Dublin and in the five 
major urban centres but was later extended to a total of 
twenty four different urban centres. 

4. 33 In terms of investment generated the scheme has 
been an outstanding success. Excluding the Custom 



House Docks development, projects to a value of £582 
million were completed by end-1993, a further £293 
million worth of projects are in progress and another 
£328 million worth of projects are at the planning 
stage. However, the experience with the present scheme 
would suggest that the areas selected in the five major 
cities were not sufficiently focused on pockets of 
severe dereliction. Moreover, in the earlier years of the 
scheme in particular, the incentives appear to have 
resulted in an over-emphasis on commercial (particu
larly office) development as against residential devel
opment and a bias in favour of the newly built rather 
than refurbishment_ 

4.34 The scheme expired on 31 July 1994 and a new 
scheme came into effect on 1 August 1994 for a period 
of three years. The new scheme draws on the experi
ence of the previous one by aiming at more balanced 
forms of urban renewal. The incentives under the new 
scheme do not extend to office development. They are 
aimed at residential and non-office commercial devel
opment and accelerated capital allowances will be 
available for certain industrial buildings. The residen
tial incentives will be heavily skewed in favour of 
refurbishment works. The areas designated in the five 
major population centres will be much more sharply 
focused and will be reduced to about a quarter of their 
present size, while small areas in a number of other 
towns will be designated_ Final I y a new pilot initiative 
aimed at encouraging people to live on the vacant 
upper floors over city centre business premises started 
on a small number of streets in each of the cities with 
effect from 1 August 1994. 

The new tax-incentive-based scheme will operate in 
tandem with the Sub-Programme - both have been 
specifically designed to be complementary. The bulk 
of eltpenditure under the Sub-Programme will be 
concentrated in, or adjacent to, or in linkage with the 
designated areas in the larger urban centres. However, 
projects in non-designated areas meeting the criteria 
under the Sub-Programme -in particular in the smaller 
towns and villages which may suffer "pull" effects 
from neighbouring designated towns - will also qual
ify. 
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ffiGH TRIBUTE TO 
YOUNG TENOR 

High tribute was paid by John Count McConnaclc, in 
Dublin yesterday, 10 Christopher Lynch, the young Irish 
tenor. 

Speaking at a recital given by Mr. Lynch in the Shclboume 
Hotel, prior to his departure on a tour of the country, Count 
McConnack expressed the hope that soon they would hear 
him in opera_ 

"He has a very beautiful voice." said Count McConnack, "a 
channing personality, and a promise than which I have not 
heard beuer in a quarter of a century." 

Mr. Lynch, he added, had a very fine voice. and should go 
far in the world of music. He had great resonance, and was 
cut out for operatic work. He would like to see him make 
his debut in opera in Dublin, and suggested that he should 
sing in "Tile TalesofHoffman." in which be (Count McCor
mack) had appeared many times. 

Mr. Lynch gave a very pleasing rendering of Schuben's 
Serenade, "An Thou Weary." "Bonny Mary of Argyle," and 
of selections from Puccini's Girl of the Golden West." The 
accompanists were Dr. Vincent O'Brien and Miss Jeannie 
Reddin. 

The attendance included:- Mr and Mrs F. Aiken, Mr and 
Mrs P J. Little, Mr and Mrs S. MacE.ntee, Mr T. Derrig, 
Very Rev Dr. E. J. Kissane, President Maynooth CoUege: 
Very Rev T. B. Condon Adm., Pro-Cathedral: Rev. D. 
Griffith. C.C. (do._; Rev. W. O'Connor, S.J.; Dr. J. F. 
Larehet, Mr and Mrs A. O'Mara, Mr. Joseph O'Mara, 
Comdt. J. M. Doyle, AssL Director, AIIDySchool of Music: 
Mr M. A. Bowles, Music Director, Radio Eireann. 

BEWW: 
Catriona O'Kelly, reading the community games 
pledge, and Brian Riordan (left) ai the official open
ing of the Limerick Community Games athletic finals 
ai Raihkeale. Also included are officials and county 
councillon. 
Plwto taken/rom Limerick Leader July 311982. 



Great Southern Trail 
--- byLiamO'Mahony ---

The traveller on the N21 will always be aware when 
passing Ratbkeale that it possesses a Railway heritage. 
That this is so is due to the foresight of those who 
ensured that the fine cut-stone Station House was 
safely removed from the path of the by-pass and recon
structed stone by stone as the Palatine Centre. 

For its part The Great Southern Trail Action Group 
hopes to revitalize further the railway legacy in West 

ensure that the Rathkeale - Ardagh link in the Trail 
would be forged. It is this inter-community enterprise 
that will ensure a rapid development of the entire Trail 
and in doing so will provide a safe, environmentally 
friendly amenity to be treasured by the generations yet 
to come 

Below: Photo of Part of the Completed Newcastle 
West section. 

Limerick/ North Kerry. The group .-----------------------=-:-:=== 
aims to convert the entire 53 miles 
of railway route from Ballingrane to 
Tralee into a cycle-walkway. A 
start has already been made with the 
completion of a one mile section 
near Newcastle West in the summer 
of 1994. 

The Action Group is of the opinion 
that the Rathkeale - Ballingrane 
portion would make the ideal begin
ning for a Trail in the Rathkeale en
virons. It could provide a safe, traf
fic free walkway from the Palatine 
Centre to the Embury. Heck church 
in Ballingrane two miles away. 

-.:."· . 
• 

' ' This direct route was part of the 
Rathkeale and Newcastle Junction 
Railway which opened on New :::=-==-:=~:r=;::::;=;::::::::::~=~======~ 
Years Day 18671inking Newcastle West (via Ardagh K•m An; 0.,.., "'" • ' and Rathkeale) with the Limerick and Foynes railway ~,:,;.•.:, ~:·~ •• ~~ 
at Ballingrane Junction, a distance of ten miles. , ........... .-.oam .. i':!" 

Ballingrane had its own railway since 1856 when the 
Limerick-Foynes line was being built. In the years 
from 1856 to 1867 Ballingrane was in fact named Ra
thkeale as it was then the nearest station to the town. 

But enough of the history and back to the present. 
Based on the expenditure restoring the one mile at 
Newcastle West it can now be safely estimated that 
materials will only cost about £4,000 to provide a basic 
seven foot wide pathway between Rathkeale and Bal
lingrane. The Newcastle pilot scheme used labour 
supplied by the Student Summer Jobs Scheme and the 
work was completed in six weeks, with the goodwill of 
C. I.E. and the co-operation of the Community Council 
and County Council there is no reason at all why 
Rathkeale couldn't have its own walkway up and run
ning in 1995/1996. 

Having sampled the tranquil, noise and pollution free 
facility I am sure that all eyes would then tum towards 
the line to Ardagh and that a combined effort of the 
Ardagh and Rathkeale Communities would speedily 
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-Photo taken from Saturday 
Clara O'Sullivan (left), Katby O'Connor (centre) and ~tbne 
O'Su!Uvan, rrom Ratbkeale, at tbe Communlty Games Finals. 
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Article from Sham•on Meat Gazette 1976 

ABBEY 
PITCH & PUTT 
Opening and Progress 

Course Opened 
The Course was opened on Sunday June 6th, 
when our President, Mr. Maurice Cowhey teed 
off the first ball. He was accompanied on his 
round by Seamus Tierney, the club chairman. 
Since these first shots were played, the course has 
been well and truly tested. The number of people 
joining the club is steadily increasing. It is hoped 
to run club competitions in the near future. This 
will give our members (the majority of whom are 
novices) the opportunity to play in competition. 

Work-in-Progress 
At present only nine greens are playable. Work 
on the latter nine is presently in progress. All 
elements permitting, it is hoped to have the eight
een holes playable in the not too distant future. 
As stated in the last issue of the "Gazette" the dub 
have secured a club-house. This prefabricated 
building has now been erected on the grounds 
and will be a valuable asset to both the club and 
players alike. 

Open Week-end 
The Club are hopeful of running an Open some
time in September. Competitions would start on 
the Thursday and continue to the Sunday. No 
definite details of this proposed. Open are yet 
finalised. 

It is important for our members to note that 
outside of our own local competitions, members 
of the Abbey Pitch & Putt Club are not allowed to 
enter Open Competitions, until such time that the 
Club is registered. Members will be informed 
when theClubisregistered,and the Club encour
ages its members to participate in outside Tour
naments. 
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Article from The Limerick Gazette 
June 1813 

~-· · PUBLIC THANKs· . ~
"Ftinclsflr th'c New C/l(lpel of llathA:eai. 

OF Til B ,... . .. ' ., . 
SAGA.CJOUS ·ELEPHANT, 

I, . .NYJII' (lfi£N · 
Ai the Comer oj mioi-~_Lrrrt; Ptitrick-Sirat, 



AN HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY FOR RATHKEALE 

Patrick Coleman 

A recent edition of the "Weekly Observer" carried a shon 
notice asking that anyone who may be interested in estab
lishing an Historical Society in Rathli:eale should contact 
Mike Hanley or me. The initial response to this proposal 
was good and, for my part, I would hope that the Society 
should be in a position to launch a programme of activities 
from next Autumn. I am using this article to secJc to interest 
more people in the idea but also tO outline what I would 
envisage are the activities of such a Society. 

Revisionism has done a great disservice 10 the subject of 
history. It has focused the study of history in our society on 
the political elites. This was clearly for political purposes 
and, in the context of the violeJU era from which Ireland has 
now hopefully emerged, it was understandable. Yet revi
sionism here has a differeJU meaning from the concept of 
revisionism overseas. Emanating from France over the last 
fifty years or so has come a school of history known as the 
Annales school. It has sought to study aspects of history 
previously ignored. Thus whole new areas of history have 
opened up. Whereas Irish historians are still far more likely 
10 write histories of political events or of a renowned 
individual, the Annales school has popularised the study of 
what we may weU consider the everyday and the ordinary. 
Institutions such as the church (of which every Christian 
denomination), sportS, death and regional histOries are 
among the many arenas of everyday activity that have 
become the subject of historical study. 

I have lost count of the number of times that people have 
said to me of buildings that are clearly quite old "ah sure that 
place has no llistory". All buildings have a history. Take the 
Church of the Holy Trinity in Church St. The Church of 
Ireland in most Irish villages and towns are to be found in 
one of two locations- the village square or in the landlord's 
demesne. In Rathli:eale it sits on the edge of the demesne. 
Its location was one that reflected its power in an earlier era. 
Yet in the case of Rathk.eale it had lost the backing of the 
landlord by the 1780's as the SouthweUs became Catholics. 
If one visits the church today, the plaques on the walls do not 
speak of an imposed English elite but rather of a community 
of small German fanners who struggled in an often hostile 
environment to eke out a Jiving. One family, the Delmeges, 
became landlords, the remainder either consolidated their 
holdings and became solid fanners or emigrated. In many 
ways their story parallels that of their Catholic neighbours 
but they have a history that, for all of its similarities and 
differences, they can be proud of. 

What of Fair Hill? What do we know of the history of this 
area? Today it is the home of the traveller. Was this always 
the case? On the basis of the 1911 Census this was not so. 
In that Census I can only identify six traveller families in the 
town. They arc distinct in their names, which reflect the 
names we arc familiar with today, but they arc also distinc
tive in their trade· that of tinker, almost certainly derived 
from tinsmith. This was the area where the town's trades-

8 

men and artisans lived. It was where those who would have 
worked in the local mills would have Jived, or those who 
were employed in the brewery for, I believe, that the town 
had such an employer prior to the famine. Brogue makers 
and nailers would have lived there along with a whole 
collection of other tradesmen whose sk.iUs have little mean
ing in the world we Jive in today. 

These arc just two places in our towns with stories to tell. 
The stories they tell arc distinctive, that of a unique Protes· 
tantcommunitywhoarcpartofwhat weare. That of a place 
that in the course of the lifetimesofmany of the town's older 
dwellers may have changed beyond recognition. Yet the 
town has other histories. What of spon? 1be town of Ra
thli:eale is reputed to be where the second rugby team to be 
founded in Ireland was established. What is known of this 
team? Was there a club? Who did they play? How often 
did they play and where was their pitch? When was the 
G.A.A. founded in Rathkealc? Who were the officials in 
those early days? Were these men involved in political 
movements? Did they contribute to the I.R.B.? Which was 
the predominant sport. hurling or football? Who was the 
first Rathkeale man to represent his county? Gerry Fitzger
ald and Dr. Bill Mulcahy arc two of Rathli:eale's sporting 
greats. What stories could they tell of growing up in Ra
thli:eale? Soccer too has its history. though it is a mere babe 
in arms compared to previously mentioned sporting bodies. 
Y ct Uam Woulfe has often kept me cnthtalled as he has re
counted its early days. All these groups have stories to tell. 

Muchofwball have discussed thus far has centred on what 
one may call recent history. Rathli:eale, or more accurately 
Rath Caola (the Fon of Caola) is almost certainly an old 
Gaelic scttlemeJU. By settlement one may be spealcing of 
little more than a farm settlement centred on a Jios or rath. 
This lios was on or near the site of the sluine at the top of 
Cllurch St. Definitions of what constituted Rathli:eale have 
varied through the ceiUurics. Two definite concepts of what 
constitutes the parish of Rathli:eale survives to this day. 
These are the civil (or Church of Ireland) parish and the 
Catholic parish. The civil parish survives in the most pan 
from the pre-Reformation church. It was a fragmented and 
complicated system, that did not lend itself to easy admini· 
strati on. 

To illustrate lhecomplexityofthissystem I would point out 
that Rathnasane was part of the parish ofNantenan as were 
isolated pieces of ground in Courtmatrix. 1be penal laws 
forced the Catholic Church to redr.tw the parochial map for 
administrative purposes. The Catholic parish ofRathli:eale 
encorporateSone complete civil parish, namely Dundonnell 
and the bulk of a second civil parish, Rathli:eale. As already 
noted, partofthecivil parish ofNantenan was also incorpo
rated into RathkealeCatholic parish. I am awareofonlyone 
institution other than the Catholic Church that has used the 
Catholic parish system: this was the E.S.B. They were also 
responsible for mapping this parochial system to help them 

• 
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witlllhe rural electrification system. The Ordnance Survey 
maps are based on the civil parish system. 

These are must some of the histories tllat exist in our town 
and parish. It would be the duty of an historical society to 
not alone record the history of the town and parish but also 
to present tllem to the wider community. An historical 
society would prescnl a series of lecrures to tllosc who are 
interested within tlle local community. It should not how
ever be limited to a clique of like minded people within tlle 
parish, it should constantly reach out to tlle wider commu
nity. To do tllis, tlle "Deel Views" magazine would be of 
major significance. Anyone who would present a paper to 
the society should be encouraged to present an article to this 
journal. 

A further attempt to broaden lhe appeal of such a society 
would be to have one or two great speakers per year. The 
society could also be involved in remembering aspects of 
our history such as the famine commemoration as discussed 
in the last issue. I would suggest that one way oflaunching 
such a society would be witll a town walk on the Sarurday 
of tllis year's festival. This walk would be open to all, not 
alone to come along to watch and listen, but also to partici
pate. The walk, while it would be confined to the town, 
would probably commence at the Abbey and finish at 
Castlematrix. It would be open to all, not alone tllose who 
live in tlle wider parish but also tllose from neighbouring 
parishes. 

ABI{AHAMS 
GOLFING SOCIETY 

The A.G.M. was held in Mann's Hotel on February 27111. Thete 
was a good atten~ 10 hear a repon on a successful year in 
1994. On average 43 members participaled in outings and the 
p~ were well distribuled wilh up 10 50 gaining some reward 
durmg the year. The golfers oC the year trophies went 10 Prusy 
O'Sullivan and Mary O'Sullivan, Ballywillirun. 

The oflicecs elecled for 1995 were: 
President: i"<1t Keating 
Captain: Mary O'Sullivan, BallywiUiam 
Vice-Captain: Noel Harneu 
Secretary: ~chael Cregan 
Treasurer. Morutie Wilmou 
Commiuce: PaLNeville,JackO'Dwyer,MichaeiNoonan. 

John O'Connor. Emer Newell 

The fl.lllt outing of the year takes place 10 IGIIanney on April lSI 
followed by Newcastle Weston May 20th. The time for the Iauer 
12 noon- 1.30 p.m . 

As !here is still a small waiting list for membership anyone who 
does n~t propose to continue wilh the Society should inform the 
comm•uce as soon as possible. 

Furlher to above, the prizewinners in IGUamey were: 
GENTS: LADIES: 
I. T. O'Connor I. B. Tansey 
2. P. Neville 2. M. Hennessy 
3. J. O'Dwyer 3. E. Noonan 
4. D. Mooney 
5. M. Noonan 

The next outing will be 10 Ralhgonan (Newcastle West Golf Club) 
on Sawrday, 20th May. 
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COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL NEWS 

ABBEY -In order to provide some protection against van
da!Jsm it is proposed to erect lighting at Rathkeale Abbey. 
Sadly this has become necessary and it is hoped will act as 
a deterrent to those who re!gularly abuse tlle property and 
render it a dirty eyesore to visitors. 

TRAFFIC - As agreement has not been finalised on a new 
traffic and parking plan for the town the County Council 
Intend to re-introdure the yellow parking lines to those 
areas where they existed before the sewerage scheme. 

PITCH AND PUIT- Work has been badly hannpered by 
the bad weather but it is still hoped to have the course in 
play in the late summer. The recent competition to select a 
Lordand LadyofRathkealewasvcrysuccessfuland helped 
to raise over £4,000. Congratulations to the new 'Royalty' 
Tim Shiels and Pauline Dunne - and thanks to the other 
entrants, Edel Ryan, Maureen Mulcaire, Dan O'Brien and 
Seamus Hogan. 

Unfortunately, as in the Abbey, malicious damage is also 
taking place in the pitch and putt area where a Iargen umber 
of recently planted young trees were pulled up and some 
destroyed. It is heartbreaking to see so much of this type of 
occurrence around the town when so many people are 
prepared togiveof their time and energy for the good of the 
community. 

MUlNTIR NA TIRE- The Community Council sent dele
gates to a recent meeting of Muintir where the items under 
discussion were Urban/Rural renewal and insurance. 

The latter is posing such a major problem around the 
country tllat some councils are considering becoming lim
ited liability companies in order to protect their members 
and particularly trustees. 

In regard to Urban renewal, an article appears elsewhere 
and a sub-committee has been set up locally in order to 
prepare a submission in the matter. 

U'ITER -The County Council is considering draft propos
als to deal with the huge litter and rubbish problem. One 
such include the introduction of on-the-spot fines for litter 
dumping while another suggests that rubbish found in 
front of businesses etc. would be considered the responsi
bility of the owner of the premises. The proposals have yet 
to be discussed at a Council meeting. 

Finally, our congratulations to local lad, Damien Wilmott of 
Kyletaun, who recently became National 60-metre indoor 
champion in athletics. This young man has been winning 
on the athletic fields since he was seven years of age and has 
obviously a very bright future. 
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TODAY 
A MURDER IN 

RATHKEALE, 1855 
•• 

0!¥-fl.pril 6, 1886 the death was an-
nounced ilfLimcrick prison of Denis 
Danagher, who h'ad been arrested at 
Rallikcale Workhouse a few days be
fore and charged with a murder com
mitted thirty-one years previously. 
Danagher had died suddenly in the 
prison and there was considerable 
public unease because of rumours that 
the feeble man had been ill-treated 
while in custody. 

Public opinion had been already 
aroused by the report that Danagher 
bad been arrested in the workhouse, 
and although chronically ill had been 
taken to prison. The story as it emerged 
from the preliminary hearing in Ra
thkeale and from an inquiry and in
quest in Limerick showed not only the 
vigilance of the police but the pathetic 
case of a man on the run not only from 
police but from himself for over thirty 
years. 

AT THE FAIR 

The story began at the fairofRathkeale 
on October 15, 1855. During the fair 
Michael Kelly from Kilruddery had 
some words with Denis Danagher, who 
was from the Ardagh area. Kelly had 
with him his son, Patrick. and later that 
evening as they approached Riddlest
own they overtook Danagher, and there 
were further hot words between them. 
In the heat of the moment Danagher 
picked up a stone and Struck Kelly on 
the head. Kelly fell and was later 
helped into the house ofThomas Daly. 
He was attended there by Dr. Pearce 
but died the next day. A neighbour, 
John Stackpole was in Daly's house 
that fatal evening and helped Daly to 
bring the dying man into the house. 
Both Daly and Stackpole heard young 
Patrick Kelly state that it was Dan
agher had killed his father. 

Immediately after the affray Danagher 
disappeared from the area and was not 
heard about again until 18&4, twenty 
nine years later. At that time Sergeant 
Caldwell Hoey was in charge of the 
R.I. C. station in Rathkeale. On Janu
ary 28, I 8&4 Patrick Kelly approached 
Hocy in the courthouse in Rathkeale 

and told him that Danagher, who killed 
his father back in 1855, had been re
cently seen in the locality. Hoey 
brought Kelly to the police barracks 
where he took down his statement, 
including a description of Danagher. 

WORKED IN CORK 

Danagher had made his way in 1855 
after his unfortunate set-to with 
Michael Kelly to Cork where he got 
labouring work for some time, having 
changed his appearance and his name 
to Denis Hough. From Cork he went to 
Blarney where for a number of years 
he worked as a farm labourer. He next 
went to Ballincollig where he contin
ued to work as a farm labourer. 

In 1882, after twenty seven years of 
absence, he decided to get back to his 
native district. He was then reasona
bly satisfied that the Kelly affair had 
been forgotten and also that his own 
appearance had so changed that he 
would not be recognised; however, he 
decided that he would he safer if he 
senled in Limerick city from where he 
could take an occasional trip into the 
Rathkeale district. He got work as a 
labourer in Limerick and it was after 
one of his excursions into Rathkeale in 
1883 that he was recognised and word 
was brought to Kelly's son, Patrick, 
who duly reported to Sergeant Hoey. 

ENTERED WORKHOUSE 

In March 18&4 Danagher found him
selftoo weak to continue working. He 
made his way to Rathkeale and on 
March 30 he applied for a nighrs lodg
ing in the workhouse where he might 
have easily made application 10 enter 
the hospital at the workhouse for 
medical treatment, which he obviously 
needed, but he contented himself with 
asking only for a night's shelter. 

On that night of March 30 Sergeant 
Hoey paid what appears to have been a 
routine visit to the 'uamps ward' in the 
workhouse. There were three men 
there seeking shelter for the night: 
Edward Conway ofDublin, a labourer; 
Patrick Mooney of Dublin, stonecutter 
and Denis Hough of Ardagh, farm 
labourer,who gave his age as 60 years. 

Hoey then checked the admissions 
book and found that Hough had given 
him a wrong name. The name in the 
admissions book was Danagher. At 
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the later inquest Hoey stated that be 
saw that there was something peculiar 
about Danagher as he did not look him 
straight in the face. The sergeant told 
the porter not to discharge Danagher 
until he got further instructions and he 
ordered Constable Kernan to arrest 
him if he tried to leave the house. 

AFTER THIRTY YEARS 

Hoey went back to the barracks in 
Rathkeale and took out his memoran
dum book, where he refreshed himself 
on the statement and description given 
to him by Patrick Kelly in 1884. Sat
isfied that he had the right man he 
returned to the workhouse where he 
arrested Danagher. He told Danagher 
that he was arresting him on a very 
serious charge, the murder of Michael 
Kelly in 1855. 

"The prisoner seemed to be thunder
Struckwhenthechargewasmade. After 
being cautioned the prisoner said: It 
was their own fault as well as mine, but 
it is all equal now". 

Danagher was taken before Captain 
Hatchell, resident magistrate, and Pa
trick Kelly recounted the story of that 
fateful evening in October 1855 when 
his father was killed. Thomas Daly 
and John Stackpole recalled the dying 
man being brought to Daly's house. 
None of the witnesses could identify 
Danagher, but on Hoey's evidence he 
was remanded in custody in Limerick 
prison. 

MEDICAL OPINION 

On arrival at the prison he was seen by 
Dr. Gelston, who was startled at his 
appearance. He consulted Dr. Holmes 
and they agreed that Danagher's condi
tion was hopeless. In addition to 
chronic bronchitis and a serious heart 
condition, Danagher was suffering 
from pneumonia from which he died. 
On inquiry it was found that his only 
relative was a brother who refused to 
have anything to do with him. 

At the inquest the police and prison 
authorities were exonerated from all 
blame for his death. 



Fr. Charles Tuohy, P.P. Rathkeale 1808-14. Bishop of Limerick 1814-25. 
Fr. Tuohy is one of two Rathke ale parish priests who in the 
18th and 19th centuries were to become Bishops of the 
diocese directly after their period In Rathkeale. The other 
parish priest to be so promoted was Fr. Denis Conway who 
served as parish priest of Rathke ale between 1771 -79. Fr. 
James Stritch who served as parish priest from the later 
years of the 17th century to his death in 1719 was bishop in 
all but name during those years. It appears that the South
wells who were strong supporters oft he Established Church 
at t~e time shattered Fr. Stritch as a resutt of his support 
follOwing allegations made against them at the time of the 
POP.ish Plot in England. 

Fr. tuohy appears to have been a devout and humble man 
and a skilful diplomat. He does not stand out as one of the 
gre~t independent minds to have occupied the bishop's 
seat, such as his predecessor Bishop Young or Bishop De 
Lady of an earlier period. He was however a solid admin
istrator and when the task of rebuilding the Catholic Church 
in the diocese fell on him he was to undertake the job with 
skill. 

In this article I propose to look iMially at Fr. Tuohy's 
babkground. I will progress to look at Fr. Tuohy's career as 
a priest. It should be pointed out that the Catholic Church 
in the late 18th and early 19th century was emerging from 
a period of marginalisation in Irish history. It was a time of 
d~ficutty in that it was seeking to rebuild an Infrastructure 
both of chapels and schools. Its dffficulties were not just 
confined to these problems however. A large underclass 
was emerging at this time who were to be further alienated 
from society after the economic collapse of 1815. I will 
therefore progress from looking at the difficutties that Fr. 
Tuohy faced as parish priest of Rathke ale to those he faced 
as Bishop of Limerick. 

Charles Tuohy was born in Nicholas Street in Limerick city. 
He would almost certainly have been born into a well-to-do 
Catholic merchant family. A number of points exist to 
support this, not least of which is his later appointment as 
bishop. In the early 18th century, Dr. Lloyd, the Bishop of 
Killaloe, lacked an independent means of supporting him
seH. This led to a snuation where the church was held up to 
public ridicule because of the Bishop's poverty. Bishop 
Lloyd also incurred many debts which he was unable to pay 
off, a fact which led to addnional problems. Bishop Lloyd 
was subsequently transferred to Waterford which was be
lieved to be a weatthier diocese. His financial posnion did 
not seem to improve however. Following the problems the 
church had as a result of Bishop Lloyd's appointment, it sub
sequently had to be careful to appoint men of independent 
means as bishops. 

At this time the Catholic church would have been a weatth
ier inst~ut.ion than it had been at the time of Bishop Lloyd. 
However, as it was involved in a major project of chapel 
building, it also had more demands on its money. Other 
factors support my contention about the family weatth of Fr. 
Tuohy. The education of a priest at this time was an expen
sive business. It not alone involved paying for the child's 
education in Ireland but also for education at overseas 
colleges. An earlier practice whereby priests were ordained 
in Ireland before completing their education on the Conti
nent was no longer the practice in Limerick diocese. Such 
a practiCe aiiQwed young men to alleviate the cost of their 
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education as they would receive 
Masses. We know from Canon 
young Charles Tuohy 
Limerick before progressing 
Bordeaux, Toulouse and Piu·iS\ 

One further fact speaks of the 
This is the fact that the family w<>,rf> 
to a number of prominent Limerick fan1ili ~bHihi-~11"<11 
19th centuries. Many of these families were old Gaelic or 
Anglo-Norman families that lost their estates as a result of 
17th century confiscations. Many of these families enher 
became prominent middlemen or alternatively prominent 
merchant families. De Lacy of Ballingarry in his history of 
the De Lacy family records how a oousin of Bishop Tuohy 
married into the De Lacy family. Marriage into such a 
prominent family. however reduced in status they were as 
a result of the Penal Laws, nseH demanded both status and 
wealth. I am aware of a first cousin of Fr. Tuohy's and a 
nephew of his who served as parish priests in the first haH 
ofthe 19th century. MuchisowedtotheprominentCatholic 
families of the 18th and early 19th centuries for the survival 
of the Catholic church. The De Lacy family provided as 
many as eight priests to the 18th century Catholic church in 
the diocese. Milo Spillane,ln his excellent history of Croom 
parish, suggests that Bishop Conway may have been 
connected through marriage wnh the De Lacys. 

This network of Catholic families extended beyond the 
diocese and county of Limerick. De Lacy, Ballingarry 
records that the De Lacys were also related to Fr. Morgan 
O'Brien of Newcastle West. It is probably through this 
relationship that the De Lacys were oonnected wkh Bishop 
O'Brien of Cork. This relationship is not recorded by De 
Lacy but Fr. James Coombes reoords k in his biography of 
Bishop O'Brien. One family relationship that is recorded by 
De Lacy however is that between the De Lacys and the 
family of Bishop Daly of KiHenora. Bishop Daly died in 1750. 
At ttiat time Bishop De Lacy was responsible for Limerick 
but also for Kilfenora as Bishop Daly was absent from the 
country at the time. 

These extensive family networks were not oonfined to the 
diocese of Limerick. Formuchofthe 18th century members 
of the Butler family, relations of the Duke of Ormond, served 
as bishops of Cashel and Emly. Dr. Toohey's successor. 
Bishop Ryan, belonged to a similar extended family network 
w~hin Cashel and Emly. Indeed, in a previous article, I 
illustrated how families such as these oontributed to the 
evolution of the Irish state, emanating as many of them did 
from a south-eastern oore of the country, stretching from 
Wexford to Limerick and east Cork. Fr. Tuohy's family stts 
oomtortably wkhin this network. They were able to pay for 
their son's education on the Continent and he, as a resutt of 
this education, along wkh the weaHh of his family and of his 
undoubted ability, became Bishop of Limerick. 

Fr. Tuohy was ordained in 1780 but did not return to Ireland 
until1784. He may have worked in a French parish in the 
intervening years or aHematively taught for a period in one 
ofthe Irish colleges in that oountry. He initially worked in the 
parish of St. John's in Limerick before being transferred to 
Newcastle West as parish priest. In 1808 he was appointed 
parish priest of Rathkeale. I propose to deal with Fr. Tuohy's 
period in Rathkeale in the next edition of "Deel Views·. 



G.A.A. 

-
Draws are held weekly on 
Tuesdays and are broadcast live 
on Limerick 95FM. The fields 
committee is continuing its 
great efforts through what was 
formerly known as the 'Mackey 
Stand' draw to repay the su~ 
stantial debt on the field at 
Holycross. 

The club would welcome new 
members, both adult and juve
nile, and remember member
ship of £5 adult and f2 under
age entitles one to entry in the 
dub draw for big match tickets 
throughout the year. The regis
trar is Michael Sheahan. 

Rathkea/e U/12 Hurling Team, winners of the West limerick Championship 

There has been a reshuffle in the officers and commit
tee of the local club with Pat O'Donovan taking over 
the chair and the staunch and ever available Patsy 
Doherty assuming the job of secretary. The joint 
treasurers are Thos. O'Connor and Liarn Chawke and 
the committee has a good mix of young and not so 
young blood. 

The games season has only just got underway and has 
been badly affected by the weather and unplayable 
pitches. TI1eunder-age fixtures will commence shortly 
and tile parents of any young boys who wish to 
participate and may have been overlooked should 
contact the secretary as soon as possible. 

Unfortunately some rehabilitation work needs to be 
undertaken on the ''Bog Garden" and it is not expected 
to be available before late May. Meanwhile our 
matches are being played 'away' although training fa
cilities have been provided at Nevilles field in Boher
bee. 

As usual, and as is the case with all clubs, raising ·of 
funds has become a major part of our activities in 
recent years. Costs of hurleys, balls, playing gear, 
registration and insurance are escalating at an 
enormous rate. Present efforts to raise finance in
dude an Easter raffle, dances and County Board lotto. 
The latter is a scheme run by Limerick Co. Board on 
the same basis as the National Lottery and the club 
benefits in the amount of 50% of the income from 
ticket sales. 
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Incidentally, 'Dee! Views' would love to hear from 
anyone with old photographs, newspaper cuttings or 
heirlooms of any sort relevant to the club and its 
history. All documents etc. will be carefully minded 
and returned. 

MARRIAGES 
Martin Joseph Doheny & Sandra Theresa O'Regan 

********** 
Denis Sheridan & Margaret Quilligan 

********** Michael O'Donoghue & Jean Sheridan 

********** 
Cornelius Colbet:t & Mary Power 

********** 
Paul Richard Whelan & Patricia Catherine Dunne 

DEATHS BAPTISMS 
Josephine Glenny Francis Peter Geary 
Joseph Morrissey John Quilligan 

Ned Egan Rebecca Marie Martina 
Kit O'Connell Donovan 

Kitty Dinnage-Gazett Bridget Linda O'Brien 
Nola Curtin Amanda Mary Costello 

Vincent Hayes Patrick: Kealy 
Bill Murphy Amanda Mary Barry 

Mrs. D. Walsh Katie Christen 
Mrs. B. Boyle White-Foley 

Mrs. Nell Sullivan Kerry Dillon 
John Flynn 

Aishling Maria Callill 



(From old issue of Shannon Gazette 1980) 

RUGBY byHoour 

Since Shannon Meat, first 
competed in the Inter-Firm Rugby 
Tournament, organised by the 
Newcastle West Club, this was their 
shortest season. The reason been 
that they made their exit in the 
League stages. The result of games 
played were as follows:-

Shannon Meat 16 Town Traders 6 

S. Harnett [try) 
T. McDonald [try) 

J . Lynch 2 penalties, 
t conversion. 

Shannon Meat 0 Castlemahon 3 

~han non Meat 0 farmer's [they beat 
us] 

Judging from the firs t game, it 
appeared we would be a force to be 
reckoned with once again. Two well 
taken tries and some excellent 
goal-kicking by scrum·half John 

WINDOW TO THE PAST 
STAR Ann..ETES OF 1958 
Back Row (L to R): Michael Meehan, Sidney 
Cliff, Terry O'Connor, John O'Shea, Tom 
Markham and Mike Walsh. 

Lynch were the highlights of a very 
impressive performance against 
Town Traders Newcastle West. 

Inspired by a gusty 
performance from Dan Cagney and 
his forward pack, we were 
unfortunate to loose to last year's 
defeated finalistS, Castlemaho'\. In 
a game totally dominated by. the 
'beef men' we were superior in every 
phase of the game, except in goal 
kicking. 

In what was to be our final 
game we were defeated by a strong 
Fanner XV. I think Limerick soccer 
club must accept blame for this 
defeal. By virtue of the fact that 
thoy annexed the League of Ireland 
Championship the previous ~unday, 
meant that many of our regulars 
were missing due in the main to 
hangovers, and many of those that 
were playing had a similar 
diagnosis. 

As we have no photograph to 
proudly display of Cagney's heroes, 
this year, we'll do next best and list 
those that participated instead:-

T urlough McDonald (Chemist); 
Mikie Reidy (Slaughter Line); Joe 
Lynch (Boning Hall); James 
Kennedy (Maintenance); Charlie 
Power (Boning Hall); Tom White 
(Boning Hall); Sean Harnett 
(Work Study); John Lyoch 
(Production); Willie Madden 
(Accounts); Seamus Cawley 
(Cannery); Seamus Collins 
(Department of Agriculture) Tom 
Daly (ex-Accounts); Dan Cagney 
(Home Sales); Brendan Kennedy 
(Maintenance); James O'Grady 
(Bonmg Hall); Patrick Coleman 
(Stores); Patch Markham (Boning 
Hall); Richard Stack (Work 
Study); Anthony Frawley (Boning 
Hall); Liam Woulfe 
(ex-Slaughter Line). 
A fine bunch of men indeed. 

Front Row: Pat Costelloe, Michael McNamara, 
Rev. Fr. Enright, C.C., Rev. Canon Carroll, P.P., 
Donie Harnett & --- Meehan. 
(Frcm old (o;suu of ShanMn Gaullt) 

. . . 

"THE GOOD OLD DAYS" 
1st. Class Convent School in 1959 
Back Row (L toR) John Lynch, Aidan Supple, 
Pa Ryan, John Roche (R.I.P.), Noel Guinnane, 
Pat Naughton, Joe Fitzgerald. Johnny 'Boy' 
Enright, John Lyons, Noel Wall, John Geaney, 
David Buston, Jim Mulcair, Denis O'Shea, A.N. 
Other. 
Middle Row (L to R): Pat Hayes, Mike Farrell, 
Laura Casey, Catherine WilmOlh, Vera White, 
Ann Mullins, Una McGrane, Catherine Roche, 
Marie Hayes, Catherine Lynch, Mary McCann, 
Mary Flynn, Helen WilmOlh, Thomas McCann, 
Pat Magner. 
Front (L toR): Lilly Keating, Catherine Meade, 
Mary Hennessy, Mary Geary, Catherine Hanley, 
Joan Brennan, Joan Baggott, Hilda Hayes, 

, 1&~· ,. f Lourda Mooney, Ann Daly, Helen Kennedy, 
~~ ;i..._ ..;_ __ ...;_....;;;.;;...;;;.;..;;.;. ___ ;;_.:..:..;+....;.....:. _____ ..::~ Nora Sheridan. (Frcm ~ isswu of ShaM<>n Gautu) 
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MEMBERING PAST EVENTS 
I By: P J. Madigan I 

1968: The annual general meeting of the Rathkcalc Branch 
of the C.Y .M.S. was held during the second week in 
January, and the following officers and committee were 
clcc.ted:-

President: 
Spirirual Director: 
Chairman: 
Viee-Cl.airman: 
Treasurer: 
Secretary: 
Committee: 

Very Rev. T. Canon Costello P.P. 
Rev. Fr. Wall, C.C. 
Edward Geaney 
J. O'Dwyer 
P. Donovan 
Michael Hanley 
Michael Dillon; John Shiels; 
MI. Neville; J. Culhane; N. Shiels 

•••••••• 
Miss Katherine Gcaney, daugh.terofMr & Mrs P. Geaney, 
Rccns East, A rdagh, was appointed to a position in the Ovil 
Service in Dublin. She received her education at SL Anne's 
Convent School, Ralhkeale; Presentation Convent, Mount
mellick' and the High School of Commerce, Limerick.. 

•••••••• 
11lC annual general meeting of Rathk.eale Handball Oub 
took place at this time, and the following were elected:-

President: 
Chairman: 
Vice-Chairman: 
Treasurer: 
Secretary: 

Bernard Tansey 
Jerry Fitzgerald 
John Kelly 
Peter Donovan 
Noel Fitzgerald 

•••••••• 
On Wednesday 24th January, the Rev. B. McCrea, Rector, 
left Rathkcalc to take up his new duties in Ouist Church 
Parish, Corle. On the previous Monday, the Olurehwarders 
ofRathkealc Union ofParishes presented Mr. McCrea with 
a wallet of notes on behalf of the parishioners. The presen
tation was made by Mr. Willie Shier, ofBallycannon. Mrs 
Shier also presented a mercantile broach to Mrs McCrea 
from the members of the Mother's Union. On Tuesday 
evening a joint presentation was made to Mr and Mrs 
McCrea by members of the Rathkeale and Cappagll Guilils 
of Muintir na Tire. 

•••••••• 
A large number of people attended the annual general 
meeting of Cappagh Handball Qub, which was held in 
Ballingranc School on 29th of January. Promine111 among 
those present were Rev. E. Neville, C.C., Dublin, former 
President of the Handball Association, and Peter Donovan, 
Ralhkcalc, Chairman of the Munster Council. The follow
ing were elected for 1968:-

President: 
Vice-President: 
Chairman: 

A. Kennedy 
Peter O'Grady 
V. Roche 

Vice-Chairman: P. Doyle 
Treasurer: P. O'Shea 
Secretary: M. Hennessy 
ASSL Secretary: D. Kennedy 
Committee: C. Quinn, J. Moloney, Chris Maune, 
M. O'Shea, J. Maune, C. Maune, M. Burke, J. Burke, N. 
Duggan, M. Hennessy, Snr., Tony Buckley, J. Fitzgerald, 
Ml. Quinn, J. CuJloty, S. O'Grady, Ml. Hennessy, Patsy 
Madigan, M Stokes, P. Stokes, P. Kennedy. ......... 
The local G.A.A. clubs' first social supper dance was held 
in Cruises Hotel, Limerick, on February 1st. Some three 
hundred people - mostly from Ralhkeale attended. The 
attendance included Very Rev. T. Canon Costello, P.P. 
Rathkeale; Rev. Fr. Fitzgerald, C.C. Ralhkeale; Rev. D. 
Wall, C. C. Rathk.cale; Very Rev. G. Enrighi,P .P.Janesboro,' 
Very Rev Fr. Purtill, P.P. Paneen- both of whom served as 
curates in Ralhkeale; West Board Olairman,Niall Fitzmau
rice; West Board Secretary, John Whelan; County Chair
man, Jaclde O'Connell; County Secretary, Tom Boland; 
County Registrar, Peter Fitzgerald . 

• ••••••• 
On Sawrday 3rd February, the marriage took place at St. 
Mary's Cllurch. Ralhkeale, between Patrick Costello, son of 
Mr & Mrs Dan Costelloe, Coolcappa and KalhJccn 
O'Shaughnessy. daughler ofMr & Mrs M. O'Shaughnessy, 
Kilcoole, Rathk.eale. John Costelloe and Patrick O'Shaugh
nessy were groomsmen. Bridesmaids were Miss Eileen 
Costelloe and Miss Joan Leahy. Thomas and Michael 
O'Shaughnessy, nephews of the bride, were page-boys. The 
ceremony was perfonned by Rev. Fr. Wall, C. C. Rathke ale, 
assisted by Rev. Fr. O'Connell, C.C. Coolcappa. The 
reception was held in Cruise's Hotel, Limerick. 

•••••••• 
TIIC marriage took place in Robertstown Olurch between 
Billy O'Sullivan, only son of Mr & Mrs Liam O'Sullivan, 
Roches Road, Ralhkeale and Mary Murphy, youngest 
daughtcrofMr & Mrs Michael Murphy Craggs. Barrigone. 
Michael Murphy, Jnr, was bcslman, and Miss Kathleen 
O'Sullivan was bridesmaid. The ceremony was performed 
by Rev. Fr. O'Donnell, C.C. Thc reception was held in the 
Shannon Arms Hotel, Limerick . 

•••••••• 
The following is a list of the successful dancers from the 
Ralhkeale area who participated in a Feis which was held in 
Adare on 11th February 1968. 

Beginners' hell:- Mary O'Brien; 2. Marcella Curlin; 3. 
Cormac Cahillane. 
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Reel (U/10 yrs):- I. Catherine Carroll; 2. Kitty 
Sullivan; 3. Richard Mooney. 



Reel (U/14 yrS}:- 1. Patricia Carroll; 2. Marian 
Moroney: 3. Mary Ahem. 

Championship:- 1. Marian Moroney (Cap); 2. Tie 
between Patricia Carroll and Siobhan Cahillane; 3. Ann 
Moloney. 

WaUs of Limerick:- 1. Cormac Cahillane and Oass: tie 
for 2nd between Padraig Cahillane and Oass, and Helen 
McNamara and Class; 3. N. Dalton and Class. 

6-Hand Reel:- Tic for 1st place between John White 
and Class, and Thomas Wilmott and Class; 3. Richard 
Mooney and Oass. 

A move! feature was the inclusion of a Four-hand Reel for 
the mothers in which groups from Rathkeale, Adare and 
Limerick participated. First place was won by Mrs Mo
roney, Mrs Markham, Mrs Carroll and Mrs Geaney of 
Rathkeale. Another quartette, Mrs Huglles, Mrs O'Donnell, 
Mrs J. Fitzgerald and Mrs Ahem also from Rathkeale, tied 
for 3rd place with a group from Limerick. 

•••••••• 
TI1e marriage took place at SL Joseph's Church, Limerick of 
Raymond O'Shea, son of Mr and the late Mrs D. O'Shea, 
BaUingarry, to Maureen O'Shea, daughter of Mr and Mrs 
David O'Shea, Rathkeale. The ceremony was performed by 
Rev. Fr. Watl, C.C. Ratlllceale, assisted by Rev. Fr. FiLZgib
bon, C.C. Ballingarry. Best man was Pat O'Shea, twin 
brother of the groom, and the bridesmaid was Miss Joan 
O'Shea. sister of the bride. The reception was held in the 
Royal George Hotel, Limerick. 

At the aMual general meeting of the Rathkeale Branch of 
the Dee! Angler's Association held on 26th February, the 
following officers and committee were elected for 1968:-

President: 
Chairman: 
Secretary: 
Treasurer: 

Very Rev. T. Canon Costello, P.P. 
Rev. Fr. WaU, C.C. 
Desmond O'Brien 
Robert O'Brien 

Commince: N. Teslcey: F. Johnson; P. Casey; J. Young: C. 
Ruttlc: F. Carroll; C. Kenneally; MI. Ruttle; John Casey; J. 
Dollery; MI. Bogan: Patrick: Watl. ......... 
The annual general meeting of St. Mary's G.A.A. Oub was 
held around this time, and the following were elected:· 

Hon. President: 
Hon. V -President: 
Chairman: 
Vice-Chairman: 
Hon. Secretary: 
Treasurer: 
Teams Secretary: 

Very Rev. T. Canon Costello, P.P. 
Rev. Fr. Watl, C. C. & James Keating; 
John Kennedy 
Michael Neville & Peter Fitzgerald 
Thomas McNamara 
Peter Brennan 
MI. Neville 

Commiuce: John Griffin; Jim Langan; Patrick Doherty; 
MI. Dillon; John Young; S. McDonnell; Andy O'Dea. 

•••••••• 
On Friday, 15th March, Croagh Dramatic Oass staged a 
comedy, "Poor Jimmy' in the Dee! Hall, Rathkeale. The 
members of the cast were:- Patsy Lenihan, Peg Lenihan, 
Mary Dalton, Margaret Lenihan, Thomas Clifford, and 
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1bomas Giltenane. 

In a short concert programme, there were songs from Tony 
O'Reilly, Bridget Lenihan, and John Lenihan; and on exhi· 
bition of Irish dancing by the Misses Ahem, Dundon and 
Moloney, with music supplied by 1bomas Moloney on the 
violin. 

•••••••• 
On Wednesday, 3rd April in Holy Trinity Church, Ra
thkeale, the Rev. W. H. Nicholson was instituted Rector of 
Rathkeale Union by the Right Rev. R. Wyse Jackson, 
BisbopofLimerick, Ardfert, and Aghadoe. The new Rector 
was presented by the Archdeacon of Limerick. the Rev. 
A.R. Nash. In the procession were fourteen other clergy 
from the Diocese ofLimerick, Ardfert, Killaloe and Ossory. 
Also prescru were Very Rev. T. Canon Costello. P.P. 
Rathkcalc, and Rev. W. Buchanan, Methodist Minister. 
1be sermon was preached by the Rev. R.W.M. Wynne, 
Rector of Monkstown, Co. Dublin. 

• ••••••• 
On 5th April the Rathkeale Youth Club staged an enjoyable 
concert in the Dee! Hatl. The outstanding item of the might 
was an exhibition of traditional dancing by the "dancing 
mothers", Mrs Moroney, Mrs Marlrnam, Mrs Carroll and 
Mrs Geaney. Other items included J. Tierney (accordion}, 
P.J. Madigan (violin); songs from Olive Shiels, Kay FiLZ· 
gerald, June Brennan, Jacqueline Fitzgerald; vocal duets 
from Tess Lodge and MI. Mulvihill; dancing by M. Markham 
and M. Moroney; and songs from Alma Brennan. A shon 
sketch "The Pension" was also staged in which those taking 
part were. L. O'CoMOr, A. Brennan, M. Hanley, and L. 
Glenny. Michael Hanley was a very capable Master of 
Ceremonies on the night. 

•••••••• 
1be first ordination ceremony in Rathkcale took place on 
Sunday 16th June, whcntheBishopoflimerick, Most Rev. 
Dr. Murphy, ordained three deacons • Rev. Tom Fennell, 
elder son ofMr and Mrs M. Fennell, Church St., Rathkeale; 
Rev. MI. Liston, Banogue; and Rev. Tom Ryan, Limerick. 
1be historic ceremony was witnessed by a large congrega· 
tion at the 11.30a.m. Mass, which was concelebrated by 
Bishop Murphy and the three newly ordained priests, Or. 
Murphy was as.~isted by Very Rev. D. Gallagher. Adm., St. 
John's, other clergy who attended the ceremony included, 
Very Rev. Dean Punch, Mungret:; Very Rev. T. Canon 
Costello, P.P. Rathkeale; Very Rev. P. Canon Lyons, P.P. 
Ballingarry; Very Rev. M. O'Donnell, Adm., SL Michael's; 
Very Rev. G. Enright, P.P., Janesboro; Very Rev. T. Lyons, 
P.P. Knockaderry; Rev. J. Kennedy, C. C., St. Munchin's 
College. 

•••••••• 
The Rathkeale Boys' National Scbool Sports were beld on 
Sunday, June 30th in the local G.A.A. Grounds. The results 
were as follows:-

Race For Convent Boys 
I. c. Cahillane: 2. s. Doheny: 3. T. Enright. 

Under 9 Years 
Sprint:· 1. M. Daly; 2. M. O'Brien; 3. G. Cahillane. 

Relay:- I. J. Coleman, D. Hogan, M. Daly, B. Kennedy. 



Long Jump:-

Egg & Spoon Race:-

Tiircc Legged Race:-

Wheelbarrow Race:-

Girls Race 
Sprint-

Sprint:-

Under 11 Years 
Sprint:-

Relay:-

Long Jump:-

Three-legged Race:-

Sack Race:-

Bicycle Race:-

Egg & Spoon Race:-

Wheel-Barrow Race:-

Over 11 Years. 
Sprint:-

Relay:-

Long Jump:-

I. Pat Daly; 2. G. Cahillane; 
3. M. Daly. 

1. D. Crowley; 2. M. O'Brien; 
3. F. Kennedy. 

I. J. Coleman & P. Dollery; 
2. P. Daly and R. Wall. 

l. D. Crowley and John Coleman; 
2. P. NeviUe and P. Daly. 

I . B. Meehan; 2. S. Cahillane; 
3. A. Aahcrty. 
I. E. Wall. 

1. M. Fitzgerald; 2. D. Cuddy; 
3. S. O'Shea. 

I. M. Wilmou; M. Keating; 
M. Daly; T. Lyons. 

I. J. Coleman; 2. T. Daly; 
3. Tic R. Dollery & S. Cahillane. 

I. M. Fitzgerald and S. O'Shea; 
2. E. Daly and D. Crowley. 

I. T. Keating; 2. K. Walshe; 
3. J. O'Brien. 

I. M. Fitzgerald; 2. T. Daly; 
3. J. Coleman. 

1. P. Coleman; 2. K. Walshe; 
3. R. Mooney. 

I. M. Fitzgerald and P. Coleman; 
2. S. CahiUane & R. Dollery. 

I. P. Naughton; 2. V. Hayes; 
3. N. Daly. 

I. J. Barrett. L. Lynch. 
T. Wilmou, D. Cuddy. 

I. G. Lynch; 2. V. Hayes; 
3. P. Naughton. 

Three-Legged Race:- I. N & E. Daly; 2. B. Barr and 
J. BarrelL 

Sack Race:- I. B. Barr. 2. J. Hayes; 
3. J. Binchy. 

Bicycle:- I. L. Guinane; 2. P. Naughton; 
.. 3. F. Hayes. 

... ·.7 ·. .. ' -
Egg & SpooQ Race:~ I . M. Meehan; 2. B. Hennessy; 

. 3. M. Sullivan. 
I 

Wheel-Barrow Rqce.:-

440 Yards:-

. 
" 

• . ' 
I. ;r, Wilmon & J. O'Grady; 2. P. 
Naughton & J. Barrett. 

I. P. Naughton; 2. D. Keating; 
3. M. Fitzgerald. 

The event was organised by Pat Cahillane, N.J .. Principal 
of the Boys' School, and his two assistants, Noel Liston. 
N.T., and Pat McElligott. N.T. 

• ••••••• 
Following a period of reconstruction. the local library 
opened to the public on July 12th. With a book stoek of 
5000, it would cater both for adults, and primary and post
primary school pupils. Many adults welcome the change, as 
prior to this, the library was upstairs. 

•••••••• 
At SL Mary's Qmrch, Rathkeale, the wedding took place 
between Dermot Calahan, son of Mr and Mrs Calahan, 
Ardee,Co. Louth, and Joan Lyons, daughterofMrand Mrs 
J. Lyons, Thomas St., Rathkeale. Kevin McKeever, cousin 
of the groom, was best man. Seamus Lyons, brother of the 
bride, was groomsman. Sheila Lyons, sister of the bride, 
and Anne Calahan. sister of the groom, were bridesmaids. 
The ceremony was performed by Very Rev. G. Enright, P.P. 
lanesboro, assisted by Very Rev. T. Canon Costello, P.P., 
Rev. Fr. Fitzgerald, C. C., and Rev. Fr. Connolly, who was 
on vacation. The soloist was Tom Murphy. Newcastle 
WeSt, and the organist was Emer Madigan. The reception 
was held at the Lakeside Hotel, Killaloc. 

• ••••••• 
On Monday 5th August, the wedding took place at St. 
Mary's. Rathkeale, between Sylvester Hayes, son ofMr and 
Mrs James Hayes, Counmatrix, Rathkeale. and Nuala 
McKnight. daughterofMrand MrsT. McKnight. Main St., 
Rathkeale. Best man was Denis Hayes, brother of the 
groom,and the bridesmaid was Mai McKnight, sister of !he 
bride. TheceremonywasperformedbyVeryRev.T. Canon 
Costello. P.P., assisted by Rev. D. Wall, C.C .• and the 
organist was P.J. Madigan. The reception was held at the 
Ardhu Ryan Hotel, Limerick. 

• ••••••• 
The Rathkeale Festival opened in glorious weather on 
Friday, 23rd August. One of the principal auractionsofthe 
Festival was a "Miss Fashion" collleSl, and heats of this 
conteSt took place at dances on Aug. 23rd, 24th and 28th. 
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The final of the contest took place during a dance on friday 
August 30th at the Dee! Hall, with music supplied by the 
New Bewyn Showband. The following were the winners:-

1. Bernie Battles, Kildimo. 
2. Noreen Ruttle, Newbridge, Askeaton. 
3. Maud Griffin, AltaviUa, Askeaton. 
4. Mrs J. O'Shea, Rathkeale. 
5. Mary Carroll. Abbeylands. Rathkeale. 
6. Margaret Casey. Newbridge, Askeaton. 

• ••••••• 
On August 22nd, the wedding took place at St. Mary's 
Rathkeale, between Patrick Fitzgerald, son of Mr and Mrs 
Fitzgerald, Loughill and Mary Donovan. daughter of Mr 
and Mrs D. Donovan, Rathkeale. The ceremony was 
performed by Rev. T. Fennell, Rathkeale, assisted by Very 
Rev. T. Canon Costello, P.P. Rathkeale; Very Rev. W. 
O'Connell, P.P., Kilcolman; Very Rev Fr. O'Dea, P .P., Bal
lyhahill; Rev. Fr. Slattery, C.C. Westmin.ister; and Rev. 
Fr.Leo O.P., cousin of the bride. Mr. T. Fitzgerald was best 



man and Mary Angela Donovan was bridesmaid. Grainne 
Donovan was flower-girl. The organist wasEmer Madigan; 
and the reception was held at the Lakeside Hotel, K.illoloe. ......... 
As a gesture of appreciation, medals were presented by St. 
lame's Pitch and Putt Club to the following children from 
Ralhkeale who toOk pait in a display of Irish dancing at the 
Gymkhana held in Cappagh on 8th Scplember:· 

Patsy Carroll; Catherine Canoll; Brian Canol!; Maura 
Markham; Marie Mulrooney; Siobhan Cahillane; Scan 
Cahillane; Fiona Madigan; Mary O'Brien; Brian Mooney; 
Richard Mooney; Gerard Geaney; Carmel Hennessy; Lilian 
Markham. 

AU were pupils of the Dalton School of Dancing. 

•••••••• 
During October a pupil from the local Vocational School 
was successful in obtaining a position as trainee-technician 
with AerLingus. He was John Geaney, sonofMrand Mrs 
T. Geaney, Killahecn, Recns, whose brother T"unothy had 
been successful in 1966. The successful pupil in 1967 was 
Calm O'Gorman, son of Mr and Mrs C. O'Gorman, Ra· 
lhkeale. The Headmaster, Mr. Brosnan, was justly proud of 
the three successes, as he stated that the competition was 
very keen, and there were approximalely 1,600 entr.mts 
every year. 

•••••••• 
On Monday 4th November. Mr Joseph Hayes, Lr. Main St., 
Ralhkeale took up a position as Technical Operator in 
training with Radio Telclis Eireann. A former pupil of the 
Limerick School of Electrical Enginuring, Mr. Hayes had 
been employed at the EJ. Company, Shannon Industrial 
Estate. 

•••••••• 
The Rural Section of the Sarsfield Feis was held in the 
Franciscan Hall, Limerick, on Sunday lOth November. The 
following were the winners from the Ralhkeale area, all 
pupils of the Dalton School of Dancing:-

Open Reel un: 
Three Hand Reel un: 

Open Reel U/9: 
Open Reel U/1 0: 
Six-Hand Reel U/12: 
Non- Prize winners 
Four Hand Reel: 
Three-Hand Reel: 

Parents Four Hand 
Reel: 

2nd • B. Meaney 
3rd • Catherine Carroll, Marcella 
Curtin, Cormac Cahillane. 
3rd · Richard Mooney 
I st • Richard Mooney 
2nd · Gerard Geane y and Class; 
1st· Kitty Sullivan, Mary Aherne, 
G. Mullane, B. Ryan. 
2nd • P. Carroll, M. Moroney, L. 
Markham. 
1st· Mrs Hughes, Mrs Browne, 
Mrs O'Shea, Mrs Aherne. 

•••••••• 
The annual Muintir na Tire Parish Social was held In the 
Dec! Hall on Wednesday 20th November, and it was at
tended by a capacity audience. The enlertainment pro
ceeded without a hitch, due to the efficient manner in which 
the programme was compered by Jack O'Dwyer. Those 
taking pan included:- Mary Moody, accordion; pupils of St. 
Anne's Convent School who Staged an historical pageant; 
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Tom Murphy, tenor, Cappagh; Mary Hennessy, recitation; 
Mary O'Brien, Brian Carroll, Carmel Hennessy, Brian 
Mooney, Rosemay Hughes, Carmel O'Dwyer, pupils of the 
Dalton School of Dancing, who danced two 3-Hand Reels.; 
vocal duets by Mrs R. Tcskey and Estella Enright, accom
partied by Ron Teskey (guitar) and P.J. Madigan (piano); 
members of the Ballingrane Drama Group· Roben Ruttle, 
Edward Ruttle Sylvia Tcskey, Rae Graham, Mrs E. Lowe, 
Ethel Baker and Rebecca Ruttle ·staged a one-act comedy 
entitled "Wanted, a wife", then came the "Dancing Moth· 
ers," Mrs Carroll. Mrs Geaney, Mrs Markham and Mrs 
Moroney. The final ilem on the programme was the first 
public appearance of a local Folk Group -the "Decimal Six" 
·comprising Ger. Fennell and Martin Mullane, guitars, and 
vocalists D. Robinson, A. Doyle, and the Misses M. and P. 
Fennell. 

Teas were served during the inlerval, and music was played 
by Mr. F. Conway on the electric organ. The evening's 
entertainmeru concluded with Old T"une Dancing to music 
played by Emer Madigan, piano, and J. McGrane and P.J. 
Madigan, piano accordions; and modem dancing ro the 
music of the New Berwyn Showband. 

•••••••• 
A meeting to form an I.C.A. Guild was held in St. James's 
School, Cappagh on November 27th. Those present were 
addressed by Mrs Fitzgibbon, Askeaton. The following 
officers were elected. 

President:· 
Secretary: • 
Treasurer:· 

Mrs Walter Ruttle 
Peg Donovan 
Mrs E. Ruttle 

It was decided to invite Mrs McCarthy and Mrs Collinge of 
the Rathkeale Guild to a meeting in December to give a 
demonstration of floral arrangemerus. 

• ••••••• 
Carmel Hennessy,Brian Mooney, and Fiona Madigan were 
awarded second place in the Three-hand Reel under 6 years 
at the Munster Provincial Feis which was held at Amharclann 
na Feile, Limerick. Tile competition was open to all Ireland. 
The three prizewinners were pupils of the Dalton School of 
Dancing. 

•••••••• 
On Monday, 23rd December, the Ralhkeale Carol Singers 
assembled at the Christmas Tree before setting off to sing 
Chrisonas Carols throughout the town. Proceeds from this 
venture were donated to the local St. Vincent de Paul 
Society. 



~SEFUL NFORMATION 
Dcel Views: Jack O'Dwyer. Tel: 069-64210 

Banks: Late opening Tuesday 

Credit Union: 
Monday; 2-4 p.m. 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. 
Thursday: 10 a.m.- 6 p.m. 
Friday: 10 a.m.· 4 p.m. & 7.30 p.m. 
Saturday: 10 a.m. · 12 noon 

Library Opening Hours: 
Monday and Wednesday: 3 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
Tuesday: 10.00-12.30; 5.00-8.00p.m. 
Thursday: 10.()().5.00 p.m.; Friday: 5.00-8.00 p.m. 

Mart: Tuesday- Cattle. Wednesday - Calf & Pig. 

Post Office: 
Monday-Saturday 9.30·5.30 p.m. 
Thursday 9.30-1.30 p.m. 

Doctors: 
Dr. Lynch: Half day Thursday 
Or. Curtin: Half day Wednesday 
Dr. Teahan: Half day Thursday 

Church/Mass Times 
ST. MARY'S CATHOLIC CHURCH (Sun. 8.30 a.m./ 
10.00 a.m./11.30 a.m. (Mon.-Sat. 9.30 a.m.) Sat 8.00 
p.m. (summer) 7.30 p.m. (winter). 

HOLY TRlNlTY CHURCH of IRELAND (1st, 2nd, 
3rd, & 5th Sundays 10.30 a.m. (4th Sunday 11 a.m., al· 
temating with Askeaton and Castletown.) 

EMBURY & HECK MEMORIAL METHODIST 
CHURCH (Sundays: May & July 11.30 a.m.) 
(Sundays: June & August 10.00 a.m.) 
(Sundays: Jan. Mar. Sept. Nov. 12.00 p.m. 
(Sunday: Feb. ApriL Oct. Dec. 10.30am.) 

Piano Lessons: Louise MuckelJ, Roche's Road . 

Festival Show: Mrs Ann O'Connell. 

Community Council Monthly Meeting: 
First Monday 8.30 p.m. Secretary: Brid Guinanc 

Socia l Services: Secretary· Breda Morrissey 

Red Cross: Secretary - Tim Shiels 

St . Vincent de Paul: J. Dunleavy. 
Meeting alternate Mondays. 

I .C.A.: Secretary - Mrs. Joan OToole 
2nd Thursday. 

G.A.A.: Patsy Doherty, ~lon. Secretary. 

Soccer: Juvenile- Scan Harnett 

Abrahams Golf Society: 
Ml Cregan, Secretary. 

Scout Cubs: Thursday. Youth Centre 

Community Hall: Tel. 64908 

TWNGS TO DO AND SEE: 

Tourist Information Centre 
Irish Palatine Centre. 
Open June-Sept. 7 days 2.00-5.00 p.m. 

Castle Matrix -Tours: 
10.30 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 7 days. 
Lunches & Banquets by appointment. Tel 069-64284 

Irish Palatine Heritage Centre 
Open June-September. 7 days. 2.00-5.00 p.m. 

Dohyle Lough: 
Contact Ronald Sparling. Tel. 069·64170 

Sports Complex: 
Squash, Racket Ball, Hand Ball, Snooker, Pool, 
Tennis CourtS. TeL 069-64622 

Farm Walks: 
Contact Diarmuid Dillon. Tel . 069-64178 

Kyletaun Tennis Club: 
Contact Pat O'Doherty. Tel. 069-64086 
(affiliated to Tennis Ireland. Flood Lit International 
Size. Open 7 days.) 

Library: (Mon. & Wed. 3 p.m. · 7 p.m.) Tues. 10 a.m 
• 12.30 p.m. & 5 p.m.· 8 p.m.) (Thur. 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.) 
(Fri. 5 p.m.· &p.m.) 

Bridge Club: Every Tuesday Night SepL-June. 
Contact Ann Roche, Parl<lewis 

ritzsimoiiS Prmt<"S (()69) 76226176231 

' 
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