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It was expected on thecompletion of the Road By-Pass and the sewerage scheme and of course the follow 
on improvements to the latter, streets, footpaths, removal of utility poles etc., that a new impetus would 
be provided for the social and commercial advancement of the town. 

This is slow in developing and the main obstacle seems to be the totally indiscriminate parking along 
the Main Street. Whereas before, parking on one side was the norm., and necessarily so because of the 
need for large trucks to pass through nowadays both sides of the street are regularly occupied by vehicles 
for most of the business day. Many of these vehicles appear to be by way of "all day parking" and this 
seriously inhibits any casual or passing traffic stopping in the town. It beholes all, who can reasonably 
do so, to utilize the rear park just off the street where plenty secure space is readily available and this 
is vitally important coming up to the Christmas shopping period. 

It would also be desirable that agreement is reached as soon as possible on one-side only parking- at 
least for the stretch between The Square and Thomas Street. 

R ATHKEALE SHELTERED HOUSING ASSOCIATION L TD. 
The building ofRathk.eale Sheltered Housing commenced 
in August of this year and the work has progressed very well 
s ince that time. It is expected that the project will be 
completed during the summer o f 1995. 

The complex consists of9 single units and 4 double units. 
there will also be a communal centre on the site where the 
residents can meet etc. 

Ratbkeale Sheltered housing is sponsored by Rathk.eale 
Community Council and Rathkeale Social Services and in 
order to qualify for grants a limited company was formed. 
The members of this company are as follows:-

Rev. Canon McNamee, Brid Guinane (Secretary), John 
Griffin, Joe Dunleavy, Patrick. Johnson, Brid Guinane and 
John Dinnage. The total grant received from the Dept. of 

The contractor is local man Michael Dillon and the archi
tect is Peter O'FarreUy of Adare. A numberoflocal people 
are employed on the site at present 

Applications are invited from persons who are interested in 
residing on the premises and application forms can be got 
from John Dinnage of Main Street, Rathk.eale. 

It is necessary that applicants applying for a house will have 
already applied to Limerick County Council and are on the 
Co. Council Housing list. It is expected that the houses 
when completed will be given to elderly people, but at this 
stage all who are interested can apply. 

It has not been decided to date what name the buildings will 
be known as. If anybody has any suggestions please pass 
on to Deel Views. 

the Environment was £298,000 and.------------ -----------------, 
a further grant of £26.000 was re-
ceived from the Lotto in connection 
with the building of the communal 
centre, making the total £324,000. 
This amount represents 90% of the 
total cost of the project and the other 
10% to be raised locally. This will 
require alot of fund raising and al
ready a number of proposals have 
been made as to how this can be 
achieved. It is expected that most 
people in the local community will 
contribute in some way towards the 
fundraising. 

The site where the houses are been 
erected was generously donated by 
Patrick Johnson of Courtmatrix, 
Rathk.eale. It is a prime site situated 
alongside the new Fire Station and 
within easy reach of shops , church 
etc. 

Sheltered Housing At An Adwmtaged Stage 
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THE RENEWAL OF RATHKEALE MUSTh 
BE AN ONGOING PROGRAMME 

------.....-=...:..,;._ By Senator Dan ll(evlll~ K~C ______ __.....,_-:,.: 

The recent! y announced and welcome finance to assist 
Rathkeale town to improve facilities must not be confused 
with the long time proposal to designate Ralhkcale for 
Urban Renewal Grants. 

ln this contribution I wish to first outline and welcome the 
investment to improve Rathlceale under the local Develop· 
ment Programme of the National Development Plan and 
secondly to express my disappointment that Ralhkeale was 
not included in the new Urban Renewal Scheme which was 
launched by !he Minister for the Environment on 21st July 
of this year. 

Ralhkeale will benefit under the Local Development Pro· 
gramme of the National Development Plan which supports 
Urban Renewal sub-programmes. This finances a range of 
measures designed to rejuvenate the social and economic 
life of inner urban areas by rehabilitating the built environ
ment and restore and conserve important clements of Irish 
urban architecture and heritage under !he programme, 
Limerick County Council successfully put forward to the 
Department of !he Environment a proposal to renew and 
conserve !he town ofRathkeale. "The total cost of !he plan 
is £30,000 and !he work to be carried out is as follows:-

New Victorian Liner Bins: 
New Urban Signposting: 
New Seating: 
Renew footpaths from town 
to Palatine Museum: 

The work will be funded as follows:-

Local Development Programme: 
Balance from Fund of Old Town 
Commissioners: 
Co. Council Development Fund: 

£10.000 
£3,000 
£2,000 

£15,000 

£15.000 

£8,000 
£7,000 

I wish to congratulate Limerick County Council for its CO· 
operation in establishing the above programme. 

URBAN RENEWAL DESIGNATION 
In July of this year, the Minister for !he Environment 
announced an extension to !he Urban Renewal Scheme 
which has been in operation since 1986. This has been very 
successful and has rejuvenated Limerick City, Tralce, 
Ennis and olher towns. County Limerick is one of the very 
few local aulhority areas which has not benefitted under 
this scheme. I am disappointed that Ralhkeale town has not 
been included in !he listofnewtowns. These new towns are 
Ballinasloe, Dungarvan, Enniscorlhy, Killarney, Mallow, 
Monaghan, Mullingar, Navan, Nenagh, Newbridge, Ros
common and Wicldow. 

The special incentives under !his scheme makes it attractive 
for investors todevelopcommercial and residential areas of 
designated towns. Among the incentives are:· 

~k City and Co<ny l.Jbr1<y 

II ~IJU~~~~~IIamUI 
Joon 00753831 • 

. . . 
I. Remission of rates for 10 years on a sliding scale in 

relation to new buildings and on the increase in !he 
valuationofbuildings which arc enlarged or improved. 

2. Allowances of 50% write orr of for commercial 
development and I 00% for refurbishment work. 

3. Special Allowances (Section 27 allowance) for the 
provision of private rented accommodation. 

4. Capital allowanceforcommercial development at 50%. 

5. A new initiative under this scheme is a new accelerated 
Capital allowance which will be provided for industrial 
urtits ·50% for owner-occupiers and 25% for lessors in 
the first year. This will encourage !he development of 
small enterprise units. Separate incentives apply to the 
"Living over the Business" scheme and the Enterprise 
Scheme. 

The inclusion ofRalhlceale in this Urban Renewal scheme 
would make the centre of town very attractive for commer
cial and residential development. Ralhkeale has a special 
case for inclusion. The change of many premises for 
commercial usc to use as stores would be reversed. Under 
lhc scheme it would be attractive todoso. The values of the 
properties in the town would increase substantially which 
would encourage their sale and development for commer
cial use. This would improve the business activity of the 
town and make what is now a very attractive town a 
growing centre for commercial activity. It would enhance 
and help to market what is already a good product. We must 
ensure that in any future extension to the scheme that Ra
thkeale is included. 

f wisfi a[[ tlie reatkrs of 'Dul o/iews a very fwppy 
am{ fio{y Cfiristmas am[ a peaceful ~w ~ear. 

'Due to tfie temporary cfosure of 1@.tfi~afe Jfouse 
:Hote{, f am now avaifa6{e on eacfi. Monrfay 

evening at 7.00p.m. at Mann's JfoteL 
f may 6e also contactu£ at my fiom$ at Croagfi. 

rrefepfione: (061) 396351 
~ou wif[ 6e we{CQme wfun ou cail 



ning the Limerick County Council award 
for the best entrance to a town, which was 
awarded for the Roundabout area. Ra
thkeale won four categories in the Limerick 
County Council Awards this year, another 

11!~!!!!!!!!!!!!~::!!!:!!:~!!:!!:!!:!!!!!!!!!!!1!!!1!1 achievement which was most encouraging 
a,; to the Tidy Towns Association. 
Rathkeale Tidy Towns Association has had a very 
busy and successful year in 1994. Thanks to the hard 
work and dedication of this committee which began 
at the end of 1993 without funds or experience, Ra
thkeale has had a phenomenal face lift which has 
received favourable comment from everybody near 
and far. 

The children's involvement in their own area and 
environment is considered vital to the success of any 
Tidy Towns effort and the poster competition for the 
three Primary Schools was a great success with al
most every child in all three schools taking part. A 
very nice reception for the children and their parents 
was held in theConventhallonJune21st. Prizes were 
sponsored by O'Donovan and Associates Auction
eers and Insurance Agents. The lucky winners were 
John Sellman, Alex Blodeau, Noel O'Brien, Alan Brad
shaw, Amy Wilmott, Michelle Frawley and Thomas 
Frawley. County Arts Officer John Mci<:eman carne 
to present the prizes and was very impressed with the 
standard of their work. 

Over the summer months seven energetic young 
third level students were provided with their sum
mer jobs by the Tidy Towns Association. Their efforts 
were mainly concentrated at the Roundabout Shrub
bery where they did wonderful work. They also took 

· caie of grass cutting in the open areas of the town. 
Sharon Hourigan, C!ionadh Wilmott, Declan O'Kelly, 
Declan Casey, Mitchel Wilmot, Karl Cullotty and P.J. 
Hogan deserve most of the credit for Rathkeale win-
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Rathkealeand District Credit Union generously spon
sored the local Tidy Towns Decorative competitions. 
Six lucky winners were presented with lovely cut 
crystal bowls at a delightful traditional Rambling 
House session at Manns Hotel on September 30th. 
The winners were Brid Hough for best Town Garden, 
Michael Cronin for best Rural Garden, Betty Daly for 
best Hanging Basket display. Gss Meade for best 
Window Box display, John Brennan for best Pre
sented Business Premises and Very Rev. Canon 
McNamee for best Public Building St. Mary's Church. 

The flower tubs on the streets looked beautiful all 
summer long and they will bloom again in Spring. 
Great efforts were made by the committee, the stu
dents and the children to rid the town of litter. The 
river bank is neat and presentable. Bushes, briars and 
weeds have been removed in many places. Stone 
walls have been cleaned and improved. The Ballin
garry appro;1ch to the town has been developed and 
will be further improved. Residents and business 
people have painted and decorated. Limerick County 
Council have played a major part in improving the 
town and have been most helpful and co-operative. 

Much however remains to be done. The Tidy Towns 
Association have many plans and ideas for the com
ing year. The help and support of the local commu
nity is very much needed and would as always be 
greatly appreciated. 



1994 TIDY TOWNS COMPETITION 
PROGRESS REPORT 

Centre: 
County: 

Rathkeale 
Limerick 

MAX 1993 1994 

Category: 
1994 Mark: 

MAX 

D 
164 

1993 1994 

Efforts 45 36 38 Presentation of Natural Amenities 50 25 26 
Tidiness 40 23 23 Appearance of Approach Roads 45 30 33 

Presentation of Buildings 40 28 28 Presentation of Residential Areas 30 15 16 

EFFORT: 
Thank you for completed questionnaire and area map; these were useful on adjudication day. The adjudicators 
got your comments and have great sympathy with the problems you are confronted with but also admire your 
commitment and dedication despite your problems. Excellent individual effort throughout the town. Also noted 
is that you have a new committee. 

TIDINESS: 
On adjudication day, the town was almost free of litter. Open areas need to be monitored. 

PRESENTATION OF BUILDINGS: 
Commercial and public buildings were maintained to a reasonable standard. The Palatine museum is a fine stone 
building. Church railing is rusting. Church and schools were in a reasonable condition. The concrete post and 
rail fence across the road from the Palatine museum was not in keeping with the stonework. There were a few 
shops on the main street which would need immediate attention and maybe more colour when painting. Another 
building in the square takes from the appearance. 

PRESENTATION OF NATURAL AMENITffiS: 
The grotto and graveyard were to a good standard. It is important that all natural amenities are maintained to 
a high standard. Work was in progress near the river bank. Shrub beds in good condition. 

APPEARANCE OF APPROACH ROADS: 
Approach roads from all sides were well maintained this includes the main street which had a very nice surface. 
The removal of the poles from the street and placing the cable underground made the town more attractive. The 
lighting system now mounted on the buildings and the new footpath has changed the appearance of the town 
completely. All stone walls should be restored especially on the new link road. 

PRESENTATION OF RESIDENTIAL AREAS: 
Some estates are well kept, where others would appear somewhat untidy. 

ABRAHAMS GOLF SOCIETY - RESliLTS OF RECENT OUTINGS 
FERMOY 
Gents: I. Billy Neville 

2. Patsy O'Sullivan 
3. Michael Cregan 
4. John O'Cormor 

Ladies: I. Geraldine Horgan 
2. Nora Dwane 
3. Irene Donovan 

NEWCASTLE WEST 
(CAPTAIN'S PRIZE) 

Wirmer. Liam Woulfe 

Gems: I. Sean Harnett 
2. Billy Neville 
3. Gerry O'Connell 

4. Pat Keating 
5. Neally Duggan 
6. Aidan Supple 

Best Gross: Vincent O'Kelly 

Ladies: I. Mary O'Sultivan B/W. 
2. Laura Keating 
3. Phil O'Connor 
4. Pat O'Kelly 

Best Gross: Mary O'Sullivan B/G. 

BALLYNEETY 

Gems: 1. Pat Ahem 
2. Maurice Noonan 
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3. Jack O'Dwyer 
4. Michael Cregan 
5. MI. Noonan 

Ladies: 1. Phil O'Cormor 
2. Mary Hutch 
3. Pat O'Kelly 

The next and final outing of 1994 
will take place in Newcastle West 
(Rathgonan) on December lOth at 
lO.OOa.m. This is the usual 
Christmas event and each member 

is expected to bring a prize. 



I By P. J. Madigan I 
In 1966 it was proposed at a meeting of the RathkealeGuild 
ofMuintirnaTrre. as it was then called - that I should submit 
information on local events. on a weekly basis to the 
''Limerick Leader". Over the next issues of the "Deel 
Views", I shall endeavour to relate some of the happenings 
in Ralhkeale from then until the present time. 

On November I 2th. I 966, my first news column appeared. 
It revealed that Physical Training classes were being con
ducted in the Dcel Hall under the direction of Sergeant Pat 
Murray. from Sarsfield Barracks. The appointment of Miss 
Mary Nestor. N. T., as assistamteacher in the Boys' Na· 
tiona! School. Rathkeale, where she filled the vacancy cre
ated by the departure of Mr. John Hynes. N. T., who left to 
take up a similar position in Avoca. Co. Wicklow. 

At the Annual General Meeting of Ralhkeale Muintir na 
Tire on 3rd November, it was stated that a caravan site was 
in progress of being built at Fair Hill. The committee at that 
time were:- President, Very Rev. T. Canon Costello, P.P., 
Vice-President, Rev Mr. McCrae: Chairman. Maurice F. 
Cowhcy; Vice-Cllairman, Rev Fr. Wall, C.C., Secretary, 
Miss J. Lyons; Joint Treasurers. Mr J. Shier and Mrs J. 
Sparling. 

The Marian Shrine was awarded first place in its' own 
region (Limerick, Clare and Tipperary) in the National 
Roadside Gardens Competition, with 92 marks. This was 
an improvement of five marks over the previous year. 

Members of the Ralhkeale Choral Society went to Dublin 
where they joined with the Limerick Choral Union in a 
performance of Kodalys' "Le Dcum" with the Radio Eire
ann Symphony Orchestra. The rec(lrd ing was made in the 
S1. Francis Xavier Hall on 11th November. 

A presentation was made to Sergeant and Mrs Kirk to mark 
the Sergeants' retirement from the Force. The Kirks had 
been in Ralhkeale for 21 years. 

On December 9th, a concert in aid of St. Mary's Brass Ba!Jd 
was held in the Dee I Hall. Topping the bill, and making their 
first appearance as professionals, were the Limerick com
edy duo, Tom and Paschal. Also taking part were the Dalton 
School of Dancing; the local "Legionnaires" Showband; 
Jerry O'Brien, All-Ireland Champion accordionist; Mrs 
Lyons, traditional singer; theLartigue Four from Lissehon; 
and P. J. Madigan, violin. 

At the same conccn a Road Safety Question Time was held 
between a team from the Board of Works and a team from 
the Tennis Club. The Iauer were the winners, and trophies 
were awarded to Estelle Fermell, Patrick Johnson, Gerard 
FcrmclJ and Tom Lynch. 
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Garda Sergeant Michael Dunleavy took up duty in Ra
lhkeale at this time. Transferred from Laherdane, Co. 
Mayo. he replaced ex-Sgt. Kirli:. 
The A.G.M. of Rathkeale C.Y.M.S. was held, and the 
following were elected:- Spirirual Director, Rev Fr. WaU, 
C.C .. President and Chairman, P. Donovan; Vice-Chair
man: J. O'Dwyer; Secretary: J. Griffin; Treasurer: S. Shee
han; Committee: Malachy Hanley, C. Lynch. J. Young, 
Youth Resps., MI. White and A. Supple. 

Two new Peace Commissioners were appointed in Ra
thk.eale, namely MissM. Finn, M.C.C., and MrSean Hayes, 
Postmaster. Both from Lr. Main Street. 

1967 
It was announced in January that an extra prefabricated 
room would be required at the Boys' National School in 
order to accommodate an expected increase in pupils. 

The failure of efforts to stan a Secondary School for boys in 
the town resulted last year in the acceptance of boys in the 
Scat of Wisdom School. This venture had been very 
sucoessful, and very much appreciated by parcnLs in the 
town and surrounding area. 

At this time also, Ralhkeale man Sean Giltcnane who had 
emigrated to America some fifteen years earlier was elected 
unopposed as President of the New York G.A.A. Board. 

The annual parish social was held on tst February 1967. 
The evenings entcruinmeru commenced with community 
singing ted by Mrs J. Quinn and Miss Estelle Enright, and 
accompanied by Mrs B. Crowley, piano, and P. J. Madigan 
violin. Members of the Ralhkeale Youth Club staged a short 
sketch, "The Belle of Bootavogue". The cast included Mrs 
J. O'Cormor, Miss Alma Brennan, Mr T. Shiels, Mr M. 
Glenny. Mr MI. Hanley. Miss P. Maskham. A short 
duologue then followed between Mrs O'Gorman and Mrs J. 
Brennan. Solo items were sung by Mrs Allon and Mr J. 
O'Dwyer. The conccn programme concluded with two 
songs from the Rathke ale Choral Society. 

Around this time it was reported that Tom Lynch, Main St., 
had commenced work in the College Green branch of the 
National Bank. He received his education in Ralhkeale; 
Christian Brothers, Adarc; and St. Munchins College, 
Limerick. 

Work on the Dcel drainage was proceeding at full pressure, 
with twenty excavators operating along the river. It was 
expected that the entire scheme would be completed in 15 
months. 

On Saturday, 18th February,some thirty children. pupils of 



the Dalton School of Dancing- travelled to Limerick to par
ticipate in the Feile Luimnf dancing competitions. Success
ful dancers were Thomas Wilmon. Gerard Geaney, Maura 
Markham, and Siobhan Cahillane, who came second in the 
Under 10 Reel. 

Another Bank appointment was made at the beginning of 
March. Miss Laura J. O'Brien, of Riverview. Rathkeale, 
was successful in the examination for clerks in the National 
Bank. She was to commence duty on lOth March, in the 
National Bank, Roscrea. Miss O'Brien was educated at the 
Convent School, Rathkcale, and the High School of Com
merce, Limerick. 

A Comminee was formed with a view to erecting a memo
rial to the late Archdeacon Carroll, formerP.P. ofRathkeale 
until 1964. As the deceased Archdeacon was an ardent 
supporterofhandball. it was decided to erect a ball-alley as 
a memorial, on a site to be decided upon. The comminee 
members were:- President: Very Rev J. Cannon Costello, 
P.P.: Chairman: Peter Donovan: Vice Chairman: Jack 
O'Dwyer; Secretary: John Griffin; Treasurer. Ml. O'Shea. 
Other members were John Young; Jerry Fitzgerald; Patk. 
Markham: Christopher Lynch: Jas. Langan: Noel Fitzger
ald: John Daly. 

On Monday, 20th March, during the debate on the estimates 
for the coming financial year, it was disclosed that plans 
were in hand forthereconstructionofthe Carnegie Library. 
The upper portion would consist of a courtroom; judge's 
room: and barrister's room. The library would be on the 
ground floor. 

On 28th March at Coolcappa Church, Eileen Balfe, Cool
cappa and Ml. Kelly, Roches Road, were married by Very 
Rev. W. O'C01mell. P.P. The reception was held at the 
Royal George Hotel, Limerick. 

On the same day, at Cappagh Church, Very Rev. Fr. 
Crowley, P.P., officiated at the marriage between Mary 
Healy, N.T. Cappagh, and ML Counihan, Tarbert. TI1e 
reception was held at Cruise's Hotel, Limerick. 

1be marriage took place at Rathkeale Church on 3rd April, 
between Madge Hourigan, Rathkeale, and Bernard Smith, 
Naas. The ceremony was performed by Fr. Hourigan, uncle 
of the bride, assisted by Very Rev. T. Canon Costelloe, P.P., 
Very Rev G. Cannon Enright, P.P .. Janesboro: and Very 
Rev. M. Kelly, P.P., Bulgaden. Hymns were sung by Mr. 
Tom Henn, Limerick, with organ accompaniment by Miss 
E. Madigan. The reception was held at the Intercontinental 
Hotel, Limerick. 

A general meeting was held with a view to re-forming the 
local Boxing Oub. Officers elected were: President. Mr 
Jolm Mooney: Chairman, Dick Woodruffe: Vice-Chair
man, Wm. Steele; Treasurer, C. Jones; Secretary, John 
Daly. Committee:- Messrs. Pat Jones, Jr., Ml. Lynch: Ml. 
Smith; John Shiels, Snr., F. Markham: Wm. Madden; 
Jeremiah Jones; MI. Roche; Gerard Reidy. 

Miss Regina O'Gorman, of Holycross, Rathkeale, was one 
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of mine children presented with book tokens by Mr D. 
O'Malley, Minister for Education, at the County Library 
lleadquarters, Limerick. The prizes were awarded to the 
Mine best entries in a general knowledge competition for 
which there were 3,500 entrants from Primary Schools in 
the county. 

Miss Eda O'Kelly, daughterofMr James O'Kelly, ex N.T., 
and Mrs O'Kelly, N.T., was sucoessful in a recent bank ex
anJination, and commenced her duties on Ist May in the 
National Bank, Clonmel. she was educated at Croagh 
National School: Mount Trenchard; and the High School of 
Commerce, Limerick. 

Maps showing thedetailsoffuturedevelopment in the town 
area were on view to the public in the library. Any plan to 
relieve traffic congestion met with approval, but the general 
trend of opinion was against any proposal to by-pass the 
town. 

In June two local girls qualified as pharmaceutical assis
tants. They were Maura Mangan. Oough, Croagh, and 
Nora Hartnett. Kilcoleman East, Ralhkeale. Both were 
educated at the Seat of Wisdom Secondary School, Ra
thkeale, and served their apprenticeships with Mrs D. 
Donovan. chemist, Ratllkeale. 

A fire occurred in the spire of St. Mary's Church, Rathkeale 
during the second weelc in June. Canon Costello paid tribute 
to the untiring effortS of the members of the Ralhkeale Fire 
Brigade who worked for a full day in hazardous and con
fined conditions tO extinguish the fire. Damage was not as 
extensive as was first feared. Steel girders were placed in 
position to secure the bell, as it had slipped our of alignment 
during the fire. 

On Saturday, 17th June, the wedding took place in St. 
Mary's Church between Biddy Steele, Church St., and 
Daniel Brosnan, Ballingarry. Miss Nena Steel, sister of the 
bride, was bridesmaid, and Charles Brosnan, brother of the 
"groom, was best man. Bernie Steel was flower girls, and 
Anthony Steele was page boy. The ceremony was per
formed by Rev. D. Wall. C. C. The reception was held in 
Geary's Hotel, Ralhkeale. 

The wedding took place on Saturday, 24th June, between 
John Dinnage, Church St., Ralhkeale, and Josephine Mul
cahy, Newcastle West. Best man was Tony Hayes. The 
Misses Mulcahy, sisters of the bride, were bridesmaids. 
The ceremony was performed by Rev. Fr. Houlihan, C. C., 
Newcastle West, assisted by Rev. Fr. WaU, C. C .• Ralhkeale. 
The reception was held at the Hotel Cecil, Limerick. 

Two new teachers were appointed to Rathkeale Boy's 
National School, namely Mr. Noel Liston, Knock.aderry, 
and Mr. Pat McElligott. Ballyagran. Meanwhile, Miss 
Florence Hoffman, who had been assistant teacher at Ra
lhkeale No. 2 School for three years, had left to take up a 
principalship in Douglas, Co. Cork. Her successor at No.2 
School was Miss Rae Graham, from Donegal. 

An indoor Feis was held in the library in early July, and 



some 200 children from the Dalton School of Dancing 
participated. The following were the Rathkeale winners:-

Reel (Under 6 Years): 
1. Cormac Cahillane; 
2. Gearoid Cahillane; 
3. SeamusDoheny. 

Reel (Under 8 Years): 
1. Catherine Carroll; 
2. Celestine Hogan; 
3. Marcella Cunin. 

Reel (Under 8-10 Years): 
1. Siobhan Cahillane; 
2. Gerard Geaney; 
3, Richard Mooney. 

Reel (Under 12-14 Years): 
1. Tie between Patsy Carroll and Regina O'Gorman; 
2. Marian Moroney; 
3. Lilian Markham. 

Hornpipe: 
Regina O'Gorman (Cup). 

Four-hand Reel (Beginners 6-8 Years): 
1. Catherine Carroll and Class; 
2. Marie Madigan and Class; 
3. Brian Carroll and Class. 

Four-hand Reel (Under-10 Years): 
I. Thomas Wilmott and Class; 
2. Sean Cahillane and Class; 
3. E lva McCanhy and Class. 

Four-hand Reel (Under 12-14 Years): 
1. Regina O'Gorrnan and Class; 
2. Marian Sheehan and Class; 
3. Mary Aherne and Class. 

A swimming Gala was held on 19th August. The Gala was 
for boys and gi rls living in Rathkeale Parish. Results were 
as foJJows:-

Boy's Breast Stroke (Under 12 years): 
1. Ger McNamara, Upper Main Street., 
2. Declan Madden, do.: 
3. Vic Bradshaw, Abbeylands. 

Boys Breat Stroke (U-15 Years): 
I. John White, Roches Rd;, 
2. John Lyons, Church St.; 
3. 'Richard Hogan, Main Street. 

Boy's Free Style (U·ll Years): 
I. Ger McNamara; 
2. DeJean Madden; 
3. Vic Bradshaw. 

Boy's.Free Style (U/15 Years): 
1. John White; 
2. Jas. Reidy, Lr. Main Street. 
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Girl's Breast-Stroke (U-10 Years): 
1. Gina Casey, Uppr. Main Street.; 
2. Finola Fennell, Church St.; 
3. Pat Madden, The Square. 

Girl's Breast-Stroke (U-12 Years): 
I. Marian White, Roches Rd.; 
2. May Walshe, Main St.; 
3. Marie Noonan, Roches Rd. 

Girl's Breast-Stroke (U-15 Years): 
I. Catherine Lynch; 
2. Vera White; 
3. Joan Goodwin. 

Girls-Back Crawl (U-15 Years): 
I. Catherine Lynch; 
2. Vera White; 
3. Joan Goodwin. 

Diving: 
I. Tony Hayes, Lr. Main St.; 
2. John White, Roches Rd.; 
3. Jim .Reidy, Lr. Main St. 

On Saturday 9th September '67, the wedding took place in 
St. Mary's Church be !Ween William O'Malley, son of Mrs 
C. O'Malley and the late J. O'Malley. Drombanna. and 
ManhaO'Connor,daughtcrofMrandMrs J. O'Connor, The 
Commons, BiossomhiU. The ceremony was performed by 
Very Rev. T. Canon Costello, P.P .. assisted by Rev. F. Wall. 
C.C .. Rev. Fr. Fitzgerald, C. C .• Very Rev. Fr.!Grby, P.P., 
Knoclcea; Rev Fr. Ryan; and Rev. Fr. O'Connor (cousin of 
the bride). The reception was held in Bunratty Castle Hotel. 

On the same day, also in St. Mary's Church, the wedding 
took place between Jan Lewis, only son of Mr and Mrs 
Lewis, Surrey, and Mary Morrissey, daughter of Mr and 
Mrs J. Morrissey, Abbeylands. The ceremony was per
formed by Very Rev. G. Enright, P.P .• Janesboro,assitcd by 
Very Rev. T. Canon Costello, P.P. The reception was held 
in Cruise's Hotel, Limerick. 
On Saturday 23rd September, the wedding took place 
between Denis Hayes. sonofMrand MrsJas. Hayes, Court
matrix, and Anne Noonan, daughter of Mr and Mrs Ml. 
Noonan, Roches Rd., Rathkeale. The ceremony wa.~ per
formed by Rev. P. Noonan, uncle of the bride, assisted by 
Rev.Fr. WaU,C.C. The reception washeldatthelnterconti
nental Hotel, Limerick. 

The A.G.M. ofRathkeale Youth Club was held in the library 
on 3rd October, and the following committee members 
were elected:-

Chairman: 
Vice Chairman: 
Treasurer: 
Secretary: 

Michael Hanley; 
Alma Bretman; 
Mrs O'Connor; 
Ann McKnight. 

The annual General meeting of the Cappagh Guild of 
Muimi r na Tire was held on 26th October. The guest 
speaker was Dan Doyle, County Librarian, whooutlined the 
general aims of Muintir na Tire. The following offices and 



J 

commiucc were elected: 

President: Very Rev. Fr. Crowley, P.P. 
Vice-President : Rev. Mr. McCrae and 

Chairman: 
Vice-Chairman: 
lion. Secretary: 
Asst. Secretary: 
Treasurer: 
Co. Exe. Reps. 

Rev. Mr. Buchanan; 
Waller Runte 
D. Culhane and J. Shorten. 
Mrs J. Culloty 
P. Culhane 
Ernie Rutlle. 
Eoin O'Sullivan; Tom Barry; 
D Hawkes, D. Culhane. 

Farmer's Sections: Ml. Moloney, Sean Stokes. 
V. Hayes. P. Lowe: H. Donovan, 
Ml. Sheehan. 

Worker's Section: Ed. Prcnderville, Pat Doupe, 
P. Enright, Pat O'Shea. Mossie 
Hennessy. Tom Hogan. 

Youth's Section: J. Culloty. L. o·connor. 

Ladies Section: 

Christy Maume. Gco. Shonen. 
M. O'Connell. Jack Moloney. 
P. Hennessy. Mrs Hogan, 
Mrs O'Shea, Mrs Burke, Mrs Ruttle, 
Mrs Conmy, Mrs Roche, 
Mrs Prenderville, Eileen Madigan, 
Bridget Hurley, Mrs Hennessy, 
Mrs Shorten. 

NOVEMBER 
The parish social organised by !he local Guild ofMuimir na 
Tire auracted an attendance of over 500 people. The pro
gramme commenced with community singing led by Mary 
Moody, accordion. and P. J. Madigan, piano, and was 
followed with solo items by Mrs Dorothy Teskey. Jack 
Roche, Mrs J Ruttle and Mary Hennessy. 

Members of the locali.B.A. Guild and Youth Club staged 
a sketch by local anisl/playwright Russell Collinge. In the 
cast were, MrsJ. McCarthy, Mrs R. Collinge,MrsJ. Roche, 
Mrs K. Enright. Mrs L. O'Connor. Misses C. and D. Robin
son, Miss Alma Brennan. 

Members of a local pop group, Kevin NcviUc, Maurice 
Foster, Michael Hanley, Pat Brennan; together with St. 
James' Ceile Band. Cappagh: and local showband. The Le
gionnaires, rounded offtbe nights entertainment. 

Due 10 the effonsofthe local Guild ofMuimirna Tfre, from 
16th December the street lights will be on all night. This 
will last until January. 

To be continued: 

• Cht1rch Choir 1950 • 
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RATHKEALE 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Colaiste Aine Naofa or Rathkeale Community Col
lege is due to open its doors to the students of Ra
thkeale and surrounding d istrict on the 1st September 
1995. For a long time the people of Rathkeale have 
been waiting patently for a new college for the town, 
and now finally it is becoming a reality. 

The building programme is on target and should be 
completed by April. 

Colaiste Aine Naofa which is an amalgamation of 
Rathkeale Vocational school and Rathkeale Secon
dary school will offer an impressive array of subjects 
both practical and academic to junior and Senior 
cycle students and the fadli ties available will be top 
class. There will be three fully equipped science labo
ratories catering for Physics, Chemistry, Biology and 
General Science. The college will also contain a 
Language Laboratory with the most up-to-date fadli
tics, a spacious well equipped Art room, a modem 
Home Economics room, a well stocked school Library 
to facilitate research and private study, plus a wide 
range of general classrooms. 

The fully equipped gymnasium coupled with a sports 
field and three outdoor courts at the rear of the college 
will ensure that the physical as well as the academic 
needs of the s tudents are well catered for. There will 
be iln elevated stage area adjoining the gym to cater 
for school concerts and 

room. All these facilities should combine to ensure 
that the students will have access to a "balanced edu
cation" as they progress through the college. 

The college will be manages through a local Board of 
Management comprising of:-

3 Representatives from the Mercy Order 
3 Representatives from the V.E.C. 
2 Parent Representatives 
2 Teacher Representatives 
1 Agreed Representative from the minority churches 

The Board will be allocated an annual budget from 
which the day to day running costs will be paid. 

A working group consisting of the chief executive 
officer Mr. Sean Burke, the principal and a staff repre
sentative from each of the post primary schools has 
been set-up to address matters of immediate concern 
in relation to the new college. The procedures to be 
followed in relation to enrolment of new entrants will 
shortly be agreed and it is also intended to produce a 
college factsheet setting out all the relevant informa
tion required for students wishing to transfer into the 
new college. 

such like events and .--------------------------------, 
knowing the strong com-
mitment which the sec-
ondary school has to the 
teaching of music and 
training of school choirs 
that area of the college !. ... ,._.~;;: 
will no doubt be much 
used. 

The pracl ical subjects 
will be well catered for 
through the new Con
struction studies room, 
the Engineering room 
and Technical Graphics 

New Communily College 
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Excer ts rrom the Irish Palatine News Sheet 
NEWSLETTER/JOURNAL 
A committee decision has been made to move the pub
lication date of our Newsletter (now to be named a 
'Journal") to February as last year there was a better 
response to our mid January mailing. Plans are now in 
progress for the next issue. TodateLesterHartrick one 
of our U.S. members has forwarded part Il ofhis oilogy 
on the Ilaroick Clan of Wexford. Roy Doube a 
Canadian member has submitted a poem and photo
graphs on the Canadian Palatinate visit and an anicle 
on the North Kerry Palatines is being prepared by Tom 
O'Donovan of Kildimo. We have also had a generous 
offer from a Canadian publisher, a visitor to our mu
seum, to print our "Journal" free of charge and this 
possibility is presently being looked at. 

TRIP TO PALATINATE 
1994 will be a memorable year for the fifty descen
dants of Irish Palatines who visited the Palatinate (Die 
Pfalz) at the end of April. We received a wonderful 
welcome in the beautiful counrry of our ancestors. It 
is a country of contrasts- rolling vineyards surrounded 
by towering mountains. rural unspoilt villages, and 
cities of impressive buildings and ancient churches. 
As mentioned a detailed article with photographs has 
been prepared by Ken McDonald, one of our very 
supportive members, for our "Journal". 

A slide illustrated talk on the oip has been given by 
Miss Lily Baker and Miss Laurna Shierto the Method
ist Womens' Association. Another evening is being 
planned to display gifts, show slides and video of the 
oip to the local community. Possibly over the Christ
mas season. 

IRELAND HOLIDAY (2lst-30thSeptember 1995) 
We have pleasure in announcing preliminary details 
for our Palatines in Ireland holiday, to take place 
September 21st to 30th 1995 when we hope towel
come visitors from near and far, including Canada, 
USA, Germany and the UK. The lO day programme 
will include receptions, banquets, tours. concerts and 
leisure activities with a distinctive Palatine dimension. 
The Irish Palatine Museum will be used as the holiday 
headquarters. As well as attending special functions 
and tours in the immediate area we will be setting out 
to Palatine locations in Counties Limerick and Kerry 
where the local Communities will invite those attend· 
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ing to participate in a number of specially prepared 
events. These will be opportunity to meet Irish Pala
tines and other local communities, participate in offi
c ial functions, local activities and to enjoy traditional 
Lrish entertainment. Locations being visited include 
Rathkeale, Adare, Limerick, Tralee, Killarney, Bun
ratty and Ballyhoura. In January we will be sending 
out the outline programme including price and book
ing form. It is envisaged that there will be a pany of 50 
at most and early booking will be essential. 

GERMAN GROUP VISIT 
On the 5th of November we welcomed a youth orches
tra from Hohenlohekreis, Germany to our Museum. 
Hohenlohekreis is about I 00 miles from the Pfalz (Pa
latinate) and the group was pan of ongoing exchanges 
between County Limerick and its twin (Hohenlohe) in 
Germany. 

GIFT SHOP 
Ln addition to selling books of Palatine interest our 
Museum now plans to stock a range of souvenir items 
to help raise funds. As far as possible we will rry to 
have unique products that will enhance the lrish Pala
tine story. Some initial ideas include pressed flower 
presentations from a Palatine garden, clothing items 
with a speciaJJy designed motif (to incorporate Ireland 
and the Palatinate) plus Methodist, Irish and European 
Community memorabillia. 

MEMBERSHIP 
The committee has launched a drive to increase mem
bership, as with a bigger membership base we can offer 
a better service. After a lot of preparatory work we now 
have all our members past and present on database 
which will makecorrespondinga little easier. We have 
already sent out leners to lapsed members at home and 
abroad and the response is very encouraging. The 
committee is also seeking new members. It is envis
aged as pan of an improved service that we will be 
issuing two news sheets and other items of Palatine 
interest in addition to our "Journal". It has also been 
decided that Members will have free admission to the 
Museum. 

Membership commencement/renewal date is the Ist 
January 1995. Irish £10.00; Sterling £10.00; USA 
$18.00; Canada $21.00; Australia $22.00; New Zea
land $30.00. 



CHRISTMAS GREETING 
The committee of the Irish Palatine Association wish 
all their Members, Patrons and Friends a peaceful 
joyous Christmas and a prosperous and healthy New 
Year. Thank you for your support. 

YOU CAN HELP THE IRISH PALATINE HERI
TAGE PROJECT BY: 

I. Organise a group and arrange with the Association 
tO visit the Museum. 

2. Become a member for £ I 0.00 per annum. 
3. Become a Patron for £100 (or more). 
4. Donate an artefact. 
5. Make a cash donation. 

t• f, II • 
•• • .... n .. 
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6. Request and distribute promotional literature to 
people with an interest. 

7. Become involved in Association activities. 
8. Purchase of Irish Palatine Association Newslet

ters. 
9. Sell Irish Palatine Newsletters on behalf of the As

sociation. 
10. Encourage others to undertake any of the above. 

If you wish to help in any way, receive information, or 
purchase any publications please contact the Irish 
Palatine Association, Irish Palatine Museum, Rathkeale, 
Co. Limerick, Ireland. Tel: 069-64397 Fax: 069-
64220. 

'if 
il -

, 

• • • 

Former burgermeister Werner Sclrarhag who ga•e us a guided tour of the town showing us many interesnng sights such as 
the house of Landau's most famous per.;on, cartoonist Thomas Nast, who designed the anima/Insignias for the United 

States and Democ~ra~t~ic~p§a~rt~lt~s.~~~~~§§§~~~~§~ 
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When in January of 1994 Rathkealc Community Council 
awarded "Rathkeale Man of the Year 1993" to that very 
successful Racehorse Trainer Michael Hourigan, it con
jured up thoughts of the long tradition in the locality of all 
things cormectcd with horses and horsemen. While this 
goes back quite a long time the lanerpart of the last century 
and the early pan of the present one were exception aU y busy 
in the horse business of this area. 

The Slanery family of Riddles town were dominant in the 
old North Munster racing circuit. There were the stables of 
Michael Sheehy, The Square, ofJoe Murphy /Mrs Marshall, 
Bccchmount, of Pat & Ned Power. Thomas StreeL of Mick 
& John Fennell, Main Street and a number of smaller 
establislunents. Up to two hundred horses were stabled at 
this time and had to be bedded and fed. There were the 
ancillary activities, manufacturing and repairing, by skilled 
saddlers and farriers. All added up to being quite an industry 
which gavelargeernp!oyment and created a lot of economic 
activity . . 

There were the well known professional jockeys, Jack. and 
Tom Slattery, Dermy Bums, Bill Balfe, Mick Ward who 
became champion jockey of Ceylon for a number of years 
and died following a bad accident on the race-course in 1934 
aged thirty seven. He was a brother of Dinny and uncle of 
Liam. There was the international reputation of Johnny 
Fcrmell on how to show a hunter, the marvelous all round 

• 
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skills and athleticism of Ned Power apart from his horse
manship, the Mulcair family's cormection with the famous 
chaser Jerry M, the large numberofpriz.cs won each year at 
the R.D.S. Rathkeale was known at this time by horse
lovers as the 'College' its rival for such a title being Fethard 
Co. Tipperary. These and many other items give a wide 
field for research. Hopefully some people will be found to 
do it and tell th.e many rich and interesting stories which will 
result. 

This article is aimed primarily at highlighting the careers of 
four professional jockeys who reached the very top of their 
profession. 

James J Hogan Jnr. better known as Jimmy Hogan born 
in Rathkeale in 1887. Served his apprenticeship with Paddy 
Hanigan at Ogbourne. His career was delayed and inter
rupted by the first world war. Won all the important chases 
during the 1920's including the Cheltenham Gold Cup. 
Injuries deprived him of topping the list ofEnglish National 
Hunt Jockeys in which he fmished second three ti01es. 
When he had retired (cica 1931) he appeared on the B.B.C. 
programme IN TOWN TO NIGHT on 20th March 1937. 
1lle commentator Ralph Truman and the interviewer Cap
tain George Ventris introduced him as the greatest horse
man who had ridden the Aintree course. They also staled 
that he had ridden in nine Grand Nationals. Racing records 
and particularly records concerning jockeys are very scarce 

• 
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Liam Ward, winning the Irish Sweeps Derby at the Curragh on Nijinsky 
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and almost non existent during lhe early pan of lhe century 
but I did discover his rides in seven Grand Nationals. 1921 
• Fell on Cupid's Dan; 1922 - Fell on Dunadry; 1923- 41h 
on Max; 1923 - 3rd on Sergeant Murphy; on whom he was 
winning easily when badly interfered by loose horses; 1925 
- 8th on Max; 1928-did not finish on Coyote; 1929-brought 
down on Ardoons Pride. 

Denis Ward known as Dinny born Rathkeale 1890 appren
ticed to Sam Darling at Beckhampton. Spent a time wilh 
Paddy Hartigan at Ogboume and also wilh Sir Charles 
Nugent at Granbome before joining Maxwell Amon's 
Greenmount stable at Oonsilla, Co Dublin where he spent 
over twenty years until his life was tragically ended. 

He rode hurdles, flats and Steeplechases. He won every 
steeplechase of consequence in Ireland. As well as being 
stable jockey he acted as assistant to Mr Amott and was very 
much involved in all lhe activities of the stable. He was in 
the first four of lhe jockey's list from 1924 to 1929 second 
in 1929 and leading well in 1930when his life was cut shon. 
He was riding a horse named Tea boy in a chase at Limerick 
Junction. The horse fell and Dinny fractured a leg. gan
grene set in and he died a few days later in the Mater 
Hospital Dublin. 

Bryan Marshall born in 1916. When a child, came to live 
at Bcechmount Rathkea!e with his mother and sister. His 
mother Mrs Marshall was an internationally famous horse
woman. Went to primary school in Rathkeale. Apprenticed 
to well known English racehorse trainer Ally Persse. He 
rode his first winner at the age of thirteen. He rode over five 
hundred winners under National Hunt rules including two 
Grand Nationals and two King George VI Chases. 

The National winners were Early Mist (I 953) and Royal 
Tan (1954) bolh for Mr Vincent O'Brien who also trained 
the 1955 winner Quare Times sening up an unprecedented 
consecutive three timer. Bryan Marshall won the English 
National Hunt Championship for Jockeys in 1947/48 and 
was runner up three times. 

ln a note to the writer Mr Vincent O'Brien says of him "he 
was one of the great riders in the history of National Hunt 
racing in England wonderful style and most courageous". 
Also in a note to the writer Mr Peter O'Sullivan of the B. B.C. 
says "he was a verynicemanand an outstanding horseman". 

Liam Ward born in Rathkeale. Two of his uncles were 
professional jockeys. He was apprenticed to Roderick 
More O'Ferrall at Kildangan in 1945 where he spent two 
years until MrMoreO'Ferrall retired. He completed !he last 
lhree years of his apprenticeship with Martin Quirke at 
Mountjoy Lodge on the Curragh. 

He rode the winners of eleven classic races viz. 1951 Irish 
St. Leger for Momy Wing. 1952 Irish 200 Guineas for M 
Rogers, 1958 Irish Deroy forM. Dawson and 1958 Irish 
Oaks for A head, 1960 Irish 100 Guineas forT Show 1962 
Prix Royal Oak (French St. Leger), 1965 Irish Oaks for 
M.V. O'Brien, 1966 Irish St. LcgerforM.V. O'Brien, 1969 
Irish Oaks and Irish St. Leger for M. V. O'Brien, I 970 Irish 
Derby on Nijinsky for M.V. O'Brien. 

He rode lhe winners of all lhe impOnant Irish races and he 
rode for all the leading trainers at one Lime or another. He 
headed lhc Irish Jockey's List (championship) six times 
between 1953 and 1961. 

Bryall Marshall on Early Mist 
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Above: Kyktaun Tennis Club 
s.,._, Tournament Winners U.IJ .\fi:rtd Doublts 

Killiml Fiqtro/d (Askeoton), Pat O'Doherty, Orgonistr & 
Ruth O'Doherty Ratllkeale. 
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Abo>·t: Four GtneraJions 
Atlht christening of boby Joson Jones, Brendan (Father), 

Grandmother Margaret (nee Balfe) Great-Grandfather, 
Jimmy Balfe, Kilbrathern, Shanago/den. 



I missed John Waters recent appearance on ''The Late Late 
Show" in which he spoke on how the Irish people should 
remember the Famine. Some days after this panicularshow 
John Waters did write an anicle for The Irish Times in 
which he appears to have o utlined his viewpoint. In this 
article Waters argues that the famine has to be commemo
rated and that in doing so we should confront our pa~t. 
While I have a number of problems with John Waters 
article, which I propose to deal with in the course of this 
essay. I too feel that the famine should be remembered. I 
propose to outline why and how I feel we should remember 
the Famine. If plans are already afoot within Rathkeale at 
Community Council or at any other level, I apologies in 
advance should I prompt them. 

The question may well be asked, why should Irish people 
remember the Great Famine? Afier all itS all of 150 years 
ago. I would propose two reasons for this, (I) the horror of 
what was the Great Famine, (2) That it may remind us, not 
just for the present but into the future, that Famine continues 
in the world in which we live. I have to say at this point. that 
I do nor blame the English people for the Famine. As a 
people they showed great generosity in contributing money 
to alleviate the problem oft11c Hunger. As such I would not 
welcome a commemoration that was essentially a "Brit
bashing" exercise. Similarly, not all British politicians can 
be blamed. The Tory Pany. who were in power during the 
first year of the Famine, did act to prevent the hunger and 
indeed very few people died that year, because they were 
successful in getting food to most areas. Who then would 
1 blame? I bl<tme the Government o f Lord John Russell & 
his wing (or Liberal pany). I attribute blame to this 
government because of their Laissez Faire represented the 
economic buzz words of the time. Put at their simplest they 
favoured no government intervention in the economy. so 
that the liuest would survive. Intervention in the Irish 
economy would have been viewed by these people as being 
counter-productive in that it would have forced up the price 
of labour, tllUS maldng the economy even less efficienL 
Three points need to be made about this policy and itS 
application in Ireland. Firstly. over one million Irish people 
died and another million were forced to nee this Island 
because of what was at best a dubious economic policy. I 
view the treatment of Jewish and Gypsy peoples by the 
Nazies as the holocaust of the 20th Century. I view the 
treatment of black slaves as the holocaust of the 18th Cen
tury. I believe the holocaust of the 19th Century to have 
been the Greatl"amine. Having said this, the heroes (if such 
they were) of t11e age were nOt always who we thought they 
were. While much research has to be done, it would appear 
that those who were most vulnerable to die from hunger, 
were the labouring population and those farmers who had 
holdings ofless than 5 acres. Both these groups constituted 
a large proponion of the Irish popularion at the time. 

16 

Traditionally, theplightofthesepeople, has been blamed by 
Irish people on landlords. At this point in time, no research 
existS as to what the auitudeoflandlords such as Southwell. 
Dunraven or Councnay among others from Rathkeale and 
itS hinterland was. We do know from Cecil Woodham
Smith's book "The Great Hunger". that Lord Monteagle of 
Mount Trenchard was very active in trying to bring home to 
the British Government the disastrous nature of their poli
cies. Lord Monteagle. had served as the British Chancellor 
of the Exchequer from 1835-9. Despite his effons to have 
Government policies changed, his correspondence appears 
to have been largely ignored. On the home front, Monteagle 
supponed an Assisted Passage policy, whereby tenantS bad 
their initial fares to Australia provided plus staning up costs 
for once they arrived their. The De Vere'sofCUrragh Chase 
had a similar policy established forthcirtcnants though they 
favoured Canada as a destination. These costS would have 
had to be repaid tO allow othertenants to avail of the scheme. 
Indeed, a member of this family travelled s teerage rate to 
Canada, to see the conditions aboard the ships. He kept a 
diary of his ex.periences. On his return to Ireland, the diary 
was made public, causing a scandal which resulted in a 
debate in the English Parliament. This resulted in laws 
relating to the means by which people were being trans
poned on ships being reformed. Similarly, Aubrey DeVere 
has chronicled in his memoirs how he assisted and was 
assisted by Mr Foley of Stonehall, in getting food to those 
who were most vulnerable at thi.s time. 

Against this, other landlords appear to have been extremely 
nasty in their treatment of tenantS. In a recent edition ofTite 
Knockfierna Journal, the evidence given by Archdeacon 
Fitzgerald was at that time Parish Priest ofBallingarry. He 
singles out the Cox family who held land in that Parish as 
being barbaric in their treatment of tenants. DeVere in his 
memoirs, comments on the behaviour of a member of the 
O'Grady familyofSmall County, who was an agent for Lord 
Guillanorc in the West Limerick area. Tilis man was so in
sensitive in his treatment of tenants, that an anempt was 
made on his life in Rathkeale. It is unclear from DeVere's 
description of events, whether this agent was acting with 
Lord Guillamore's knowledge and suppon. 

While the Cox family and Lord Guillamore's agent (and 
possibly the Lord himself) conform to a traditional view
point with regards Landlord behaviour at the time of the 
Famine, one should also be aware of the fact that Irish 
farmers could be equally insensitive in their treatment of 
their fellow countrymen. In an article on servants in Co. 
Limerick., Pat Feeley quotes Fr. Jeremiah Halpin ofCastle
mahon as saying to the Devon Commission, an English in
quiry into the levels of poverty that existed in Ireland: 
"Labourers would be better off under the protection of the 
landlords who could let the land to them at the same rate as 
they did to the large farmers." TI1is evidence dates from the 



late I 830's when a new type of middleman was emerging. 
This middleman was from the fanner population and he 
frequently sublet land at an exoroitant rate, for his own 
personnel gain. These arc the people that Fr. Halpin is 
denouncing. Both John Waters and Sin~ad O'Connor have 
commented on the extent that food was leaving the country 
at the time of the famine. Roy Foster, in a follow up article 
in the Irish Times observed that had the British Government 
interfered with these food exports, that the farming popula
tion would have been up in arms. Whatever the truth of this 
statemem, it is evident from Aubrey De Vere's memoirs, 
that many of those who came before the Relief Comminee 
on which he set with Fr. Foley were reasonable well off. 
This would suggest that many medium sized farmers and 
possibly some larger si7.cd ones were only too willing to 
feed themselves on what little food was intended for the 
genuinely needy. I use these examples to illustrate how a 
traditional interpretation of the Famine fails in this modem 
age. We need to learn much more about the Great Hunger. 
This as I've already stated calls for more studies many of 
them of a local nature. Indeed it is through such studies that 
the History Department in U.C.C., under Senator Joe Lee 
have chosen to commemorate the Famine. Many under
graduates in that department will as part of their project 
worl< in the coming year have to study the Famine period in 
their local area. 

To my mind, John Waters in his article omits two sets of 
people who can make a contribution to ourundcrstanding of 
the Famine. The first of these are historians. I hope I've 
already illustrated the role historians can play. The second 
group are ordinary people. Very few people are likely to 
read academic studies of the Famine. Yet a local history 
wrincn by an individual or a group of individuals may well 
elicit a lot more interest. Local newspapers from the period 
can be consulted at the Limerick City library. The National 
Archive Centre is Bishops St.reet in Dublin contain the 
Police Records of the period. These are accessible and the 
staff arc extremely helpful and approachable. They will 
provide assistance with the research and are also likely to 
point out other sources that may be available at the centre. 
I merely suggest these in case any individual or group of 
individuals would be interested in such a project. For my 
own part, while I would not currently be in a position to 
participate. I would gladly lend any assistance I could. 

Such a book if it were to be produced, would probably be 
dcpend31U on the dedication of either one person or a small 
group if people. If such a group were formed in Ralhkeale 
and were to attempt such a publication, then I feel that the 
Community COuncil should assist in the costs. A second 
means of cnmmc:t!!Qrating the Famine would be the clearing 
up of the Pacpers Graveyard and the possible placing of a 
plaque tbti: i:: ;:e lOr) oot alone of those who died in the 
Great fami•r oil S.:5-9. hl.:t also for the victims of the Irish 
Famine of 1-.:3 b IS sooe time since I've been out to the 
Swimming Pool ~re the 1'21.1persGraveyard is located. It 
is possi b!e t.=u the Commumt} Council Comm inee respon
sible for the 1trep of the l'bollm-e tidied up this area. If 
this is so. e:ey :!..-e to be complemen:ed. If not. then it may 
well be an Ue:a 10 have a major dean t:p of this area during 
the comi~6Y=- It is also likely th:n famine victims were 
buried l~i::i the vicinity of old church sites at Rathna
sare, Ball}.>!li= 3lld Kilcolm:m. If these graveyards sur-
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vive, it may well be an idea to have them tidied up as well. 
My one concern about placing the plaque at the Paupers 
Graveyard. is that its at some remove from the town and 
away from the publics ga7.c. A bener site may well be the 
Town Pari< in Abbcylands. This park is well maintained and 
the area adjoining the Abbey, appears to have served as the 
towns cemetery down to the 17th Century. If the commu
nity decides 10 erect such a plaque, I would suggest that its 
unveiling be in conjunction with a multi-denominational 
prayer service and that it should take place sometime next 
August. 

These are merely my suggestions as to why and how the 
people ofRathkeale should commemorate The Great Famine_ 
As I suggested at the start of this article, people independ
ently orin conjunction with the Community Council may be 
talking and laying plans for the coming year. If such a group 
exists and I have said anything that stimulates their interest, 
I would be only too welcome to meet with and talk to them. 
If no such group exists. 1 would hope that this article might 
encourage the establishment of such a group. I would urge 
strongly, that some event be planned for the coming year, 
even if the Community Council have to plan and fmance 
such an event themselves. 

Rathkeale & District 
Credit Union--

The Annual General Meeting was held at 
Manns Hotel Rathkeale on November 28th. 
The Chairman. Chnsty Murray, spoke of 
another very successful year with an in
crease of over four hundred new members 
bring the total to 3350 in all. 

At present there Is just over £2000,000 on 
loan to members under various headings e.g. 
house repairs and extensions, holidays, car 
purchase and insurance etc. The total nett 
assets of the Union are £2,590,0000 and the 
agreed dividend to be paid this year amounts 
to £85,300 representing approx 3.6% on 
members shares. 

Very satisfactory reports were presented by 
the Credit Control Committee (ML Stacpoole) 
Loans Committee (Richard Naughton) Edu
cation and Publicity (Pat Hayes) and Super
visory (Pat Clancy). 

The outgoing Secretary- Margaret Heffernan 
- produced a very comprehensive account of 
lastyearsAG-M. while Treasurer, KlttyGui
nane presented the Credit Union Financial 
Statement for the year. 



Bord na nOg 
Two years ago Joe WiUiarns, Noel White and Mossic 
Woulfe decided to revive Bord na nOg in the Parish. They 
set up a meeting and fonncd a club. Joe Williams as 
Chainnao Mossie Woulfe as Vice Chainnan Noel White as 
Treasurer and Jack Daly as Secretary. Then Pat Donavan, 
Richard Naughton and Pat Vcraker came forward to look 
after the U/12 & U/14 Hurling teams and Scan Hameu 
looked after the U/12 & U/14 Football teams. Pat Nolan 
and Joe Williams looked after the U/16 and U/18 Football 
and Hurling teams, and thcclubstanedtoprogrcss. In 1993 
we won the U/12& U/14 West Titles in Hurling and we won 
the U/16 County in Football this was the first lime a county 
title under age carne to Rathkeale in the history of the club. 
We also took pan in Sc6r na nOg, and brought home four 
West Titles. 
So 1993 was a great year. 11ten carne 1994 and we saw a 
few changes in the Commiuce, Mossie Woulfe became 
more commiued to the Athletic Qub and Pat Nolan went 
training the teams with the main Qub. Pat Naughton came 
to the club and has worked very hard over the year. The U/ 
12 and U/14 Hurling team were looked after by the same 
managers and the U/12 and U/14 Football team by Scan 
Hameu and Pat Nolan. U/16 & U/18 Hurling and Football 
by Pat Naughton and Joe Williams. The U/12 Hurling team 
again won the West Title and our U/12 Football team 
reached the West Semi-final. Our U/16 Hurling team 
reached the County Final and our U/18 Football team won 
the County Title, Sc6r na nOg is on-going at the moment. 
So as you can see great success has come to the Bord na nOg 
Commiuceoverthe lasuwo years. Now that the foundation 
has been laid letS hope in the future Ralhkeale can put 
forward the top teams tlJat were there in the past. Joe 
Williams would like to take this opportunity to thank aU his 
committee and coaches for the hard work U1ey have put in 
to the club over the last two years and also a special word 
of thanks to our sponsors and supporters. 

**************** 

Annie&: Walter'Ruttle who ctlebr•ttd th(':ir Cold~n Weddins 
AnniVtrhJ')' uctntly. Ann it (nte Mooney) married Wallt.r in 

Clou&hjordan Methodist Chureh on the 19th Ocl19-&4. Thty have 
lthr''' tons <lnd one d<tug.htu and nine p.ndchildrtn. A «lebntion 

P.uty wu htld in the Woodl~nd• Houn Hotel Wt wish thtm 
more of <md huhh. 
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lETTEI~ TO THE EDITOR! 
195 Whites Road, Mt Dunced, 

Victoria 3216, Australia. 

The Editor, "Dec! Views," 
Community Council, Rathkeale, 
Co. Limerick, Ireland. 

Dear Sir/Madam, 
Through our local family history magazine "The Genealo
gist," I have recentlybccomeawareofyourmagazine "Ded 
Views". I am not cenain how much you are involved in 
others' family history problems and thus not sure if you can 
help me. Briefly my story is as follows:-

Gr. Gr. Grandparents 
Thomas Jess Married 
(1799-1887) 1822 

At Ralhkeale 

Sarah Mullane 
(1801-1899) 

They had 7 children aU bom in/ncar Ralhkcale (l believe). 
They came to Australia in the following order. 

I. 2nd daughter Bridget on "Calpurnie" arrived 
23.03.1852 - Gcelong. 

2. 1st daughter Mary on "Runnymede" arrived 
03.06.1852 - Gcelong. 

3. Mother with 3 children- Margaret, •John and Sarah 
on "Salem" arrived 15.05.1855. 

5. Father with 2 children - Thomas and Elizabeth on 
"Phoenix" arrived 19.01.1856. 

Great Grandfather •John J. married Mary Liston at 
Gcelong (Victoria, Aust) in 1860. 
Grandfather Frank Jess Married Kitty Kelly Kata Jess (my 
mother). 
Other Gr. Gr. G-Parems included Liston, Ahem, Buddie au 
of whom I believe lived in County Limerick, either in Ra
lhkeale or nearby Ardagh? Studdech?. 
I would very much like to contact any descendants of the 
above with a view to exchanging infonnation to increase 
our knowledge of our ancestors. AU correspondence to me 
will be answered promptly. 
I am very interested inlhcoriginsof"Jess". ltdocsnotseem 
like an "Irish" name. could it be Gennan e.g. Jesse, Hess, 
Hesse. etc? 
Did they come to RaU1kcalc with the Palatines? 
Pcrllaps they settled in England with the Palatines and came 
across to fann in Limerick (Rathkeale) at a later date. I am 
not certain of my great great grandfather Thomas Jess's, 
birthplace- a relative has suggested to me it was England? 
1 would be pleased to learn more of the origins of "Jess". 
Could you please send me a copy of "Decl Views"? 
I may subscribe to it if it looks to be of interest to me. 

Thanking you. 
Yours faithfully 
Kevin Murray 

(p.s. The "Murray" is a great grandfather from Scotland-to 
Aust. 1840s. The other 7 great grandparentS wen: all from 
Ireland!) 

N.B. Or= Great/ Gp = Grand parent I Of= Grand father. 



Ellen Oifford 
Michael Ahem 

John Solley 
K.iny Hamen 

Geraldine & Ailish Horgan 
Daniel O'Riordan 
Birdie Hourigan 
Michael Jinks 

Margo Seery Guinane 
Maureen Hogan 
Madge Dowling 

Nora Hegarty 
Kieran Teskey 

• U.\PTIS\IS • 

Twins ~1aelisa Marian Woulfe 
& Wilma Angela Woulfe 

Breda Lavina Flynn 
Shauna Louise Dowling 

Heather Mary Ann Sheehy 
Elh:m Conor Barry 
Nora Chan Delaney 

Katasha Laura O'Shea 
Conor ~ficbzellyons 

Ai.shling Ann O'Connor 
rm;d Sheridan 

LIDra Jean !>.4eade 
SluUIU Kate O'Co1111or 
~3dia Fiona O'Keeffe. 

Sein Joseph Stackpoole. 
Erica Jean Dundon McNamam 

Paul Martin White 
Usa Brfd Fitzgerald 

D:!nny Sheridan 

• :\IARRIAIOES • 

( 'onununity Council 
Election . 

The triennial election took place during October. Un
fortunately the nominees in a number of areas were 
elected without a contest but nevertheless there was a 
fine tum-out both of candidates and voters. 
The following are the elected members of the area 
Community Councii:-
President: Canon McNamee 
Vice President: Sr. Jerome 
Chairman: P. Donovan 
Vice Chairman: MI. Brosnan 
Secretary: B. Guinane 
Assit. Secretary: M. Blachi 
Joint Treasurers: J. Dinnage & P. Johnson 
P.R.O.: M. Hanley 
Committee: Mce. Foster, Eithne Neville, Breda 

Morrissey, K. Neville, Pat 
Shanahan, Frank Lynch, N. White. 
T. Shiels, M. Smith, M. Noonan, 
S. Hogan, N Lawlor, M. Quilligan, 

Cornelius O'Iloooghue & Bridget Ryan M. Gammell, Joe Dunleavy, 
David Maurice Lynch & Patricia Mary Casey A. Bovenizer, M. Wilmoth, 
Michael Brendan Coughlan & Rita Ann Daly C. Horan, D. Hourigan, 

Nicholas Hogg & Rosaleen Re idy J. O'Connell, G. Andringa, 
F · G _ _. - & B. McEnery, C. Wilmoth, 

ranc1s e .... u Pierce Ann Marie McEnery J O'D L K 1J . wyer, . e y, 
James Quilligan & Tracey O'Brien P. O'Sullivan, S. O'Doherty, 

James Quilligan & Bridget Culligan B. Chawks, M. Gilboume. 

The Limerick Pilgrims who went to Rome in October '94 would like to say Thank You to Monsignor 
Fleming and his colleagues in the Irish College for their hospitality and Kindness to them. They 
would also like to say "Thank You" to Fr. O 'Keef!e. We wish you all a very Holy Christmas and every 
happiness for the New Year. 

SCHOOL CLASS IN THE 1920s 
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~ SEFUL . ~NFORMATION 
Ot-cl View~: Jack O 'Dwyer. Tel. 069-64210 

flunks: Late opcnang T uesday 

Credit lluion: 
Monday: 2-4 p.m. 
Tul'sday & Wednesday: 10 a .m .• 4 p.m. 
Titursday: 10 a.m. 6 p .m. 
Friday: 10 a.m.· 4 p.m. & 7.30 p.m. 
Saturday: lO a .m.· 12 noon 

Library Opening !lours: 
Monday and W~-dncsday: 3 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
Tuc'llily: 10.00 12.30; 5.00-S.OOp.m. 
Titursd.ay: 10.00-.5.00 p.m.; Friday: 5.1J0-8.(Xl p.m. 

Mart : Tuesday • Cattle. Wednesday· Call & Pig. 

Pust Omc~: 

Monday-Saturday 9.30-5.30 p.m. 
naur,day 9.30· UO p.m. 

Uoctors: 
Or. Lynch. llall day Thursday 
Dr. Cunin: Half day Wednesday 
LJr. Tcaltou1: llall day Thursday 

< 'hurch/Mus. Thllb 
S1 MARY'S CATHOLIC CHURCH (Sun 11.30 :am/ 
l ().(J() a m./11 30 a.m. tMon.-Sat 9.30 a.m.) SatlUXJ 
p.m tsummcr) 7 30 p.m (winter). 

IIOLY I'RINITY CII URCH of IRELAND (1st, 2nd, 
3rd, & 5th Sundays 10.30 a.m. (4lh Sunday I I a m., a l
lcntatnlg wath Askcaton and Castletown.) 

EMBURY & HECK MEMORIAL METIIOOIST 
CIIURCII (Sundays: May & July 11.30 am l 
(Sundays. June & August 10.00 am.) 
(SurKiays: Jan. Mar. Sept Nov. 12.00 p.m. 
(Sunday: Feb. April , Oct. Dec. 10.30am.) 

l'i;tno Lt~sons: Louise Muckcll, Roche's Road. 

Fest ival Show: Mrs Ann O'Connell. 

Community Counci l Monthly M~oeting: 

First Monday 8.30 p.m. Secretary: Brid Guin:mc 

Social S~rvic~~: Secretary - Breda MorrisM:y 

Red Cro,s: Sec retary · Mrs Mary Sheahan 

St. Vincen t de Paul: J . Dunleavy. 
Meeting alternate Momlays. 

J.C.A.: Sccrcrary ·Mrs. Maura Mooney. 
2nd Timn«<ay. 

G.A.A.: Pat Sheehan, Hon. Seen: wry. 

Soccer: Juvenile • Scan Harnett 

Abrahams Golf Society: 
N Harnett. Hon. Secreta!) 

Scout Cubo: Thursday. Youth Centre 

Community Hall : Tel IH90~ 

THINGS TO DO AND SEE: 

Tourist Information Centre 
Irish Palatine Ccmre. 
Open June-Sept. 7 days 2 .to 5.00 p.m. 

Castle Matrix ·Tours: 
Hl.30 a.m. - 5.CXI p.m. 7 days. 
Lunches & Banqucb hy appointment. Tel 069-642&4 

Irish Palatine Heritaee Ct n tre 
Open Junc-Scptcmt>cr. 7 days 2 .00·5.00 p.m. 

Oohyle Lough: 
Contact Ronald Sparling. Tel. 069-64 170 

Sporl~ Complex: 
Squash. Racket Ball, Hand Ball . Snooker, Pool, 
Tennis Couns. Tel. 069-64622 

Jo'arm Walks: 
Contact Diannuid Dillon. Tel. 069-64178 

Kyle taun Tennis Clu b: 
Contact Pat O'Dohcny. Tcl.ll69-64086 
(affiliated to Tennis Ireland. flood Lit International 
Si1.c. Open 7 days.) 

Lib rary: (Mon. & Wed. 1 p.m • 7 p.m.) Tues. I 0 a.m. 
· 12.30 p.m. & 5 p.m . • !I p.m.)(Timr. 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.) 
(l'ri. 5 p.m. · 8p.m.) 

Oridge C lub: E.vcry Tuesday Ni&ht Sept. -June. 
Contact Pam McNamara. Tel. 069-64785. 
Phil Ruulc. TeL 069-64557. 

Fi11simons Pnnrm (069) 76U6{76231 
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