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ito ria 
The Tidy Towns report is included elsewhere in this 
issue and as usual it makes very interesting read
ing. It shows an increase in marks from 1992 and 
an overall improvement from 138 in 1985 to /57 
this year. While this appears satisfactory, our 
position still leaves us well behind the front runners 
in the a111111al competition. There is 110 doubt that 
considerable effort and dedication is required mark 
us into the top bracket. 

The Comm1mity Games has commenced the proc
ess by appointing a new sub-committee under the 
chairmanship ofPatDonovan. The group involved 
has already made its presence noticeable and is 
presently setting up district or local residents groups 

in a number of different areas of the town. It is 
hoped that each such group will identify the areas 
needing attention in its own locality and take 
whatever action miglrt be necessary to have im
provements carried out. 

When the work on the footpaths and the street sur
facing is C(lmplete the town will then have taken a 
very substantial step forward and will have a great 
opportunity to enhance its overall appearance fur
ther. The efforts of the Community Council should 
be supported and remember that when we are 
seeking investment in the town it is vitally important 
to provide a good first impression 

ABRAHAMS GOLFING SOCIETY 
We have come to the end of the golfing year for the 
Society and can look back on some great outings 
since last March. 

The competition in Fermoy in August was jointly 
sponsored by Bank oflreland and Allied lrish Banks 
and was our first ti me on this beautiful course. 
Results: 

Gents I. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

Ladies I. 
2. 
3. 

Billy O'Sullivan 
Declan Mooney 
Vincent O'Kelly 
John Shier 

Mary O'Sullivan (Ballywillianl) 
Lauru Keating 
Phil O'Connor 

The Captain's Prize (J. O'Dwyer) was held in Adare 
Manor in September and we had the usual huge 
turnouL The overall winner was Chris O'Connor 
with 43 points and the other prizes went as follows: 

Gents I. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
s. 
6. 
7. 

Gross· 

Ladies t. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

Gross· 
2 

Patsy O'Sullivan 
Neally Duggan 
Bi lly O'SulJivan 
David Hennessy 
Tom Curtin 
Tom Keating 
Noel Harnett 
Aidan Supple 

Mary O'Sullivan (Bal lywi lliam) 
Pat O'Kelly 
Marjorie O'Connell 
Monnie Wilmoth 
Eithne Neville 

In Ballybunion in October the non·Adare members 
jointl y sponsored the outing and the winners were: 

Gents t. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

Ladies I. 
2. 
3. 

Pat Sheahan 
John O'Connor 
Liam O'Sullivan 
MI. Cregan 

Phil Ruttle 
Laura Keating 
Brid Larkin 

The final "fun ouring" took place on the new course 
in Ennis on 27th November. 

On rigllt: /rent Dono ran, Lady Captain, A dart Manor 
Golf Club presenting htr priu \Va~rford G/4ss lAmp to 

Brid Naughton of Adore 



Community_ Council 
This year Rathkeale Community Council celebrates 
the twentieth anniversary of its foundation in 1973. 
Prior to tnat time the forum for discussion and action 
on behalf of the people was theMuintir na T ire Guild. 

It is appropriate that we should look back on those 
past twenty years and consider the significance of the 
Council in the life of the community. 

The first major task to be undertaken, at that time, 
was the conversion of the old derelict Courthouse 
building to the excellem Community Centre that 
now exists and it is worth remembering that the old 
structure had been declared derel ict by Limerick 
County Council and their intention was to demolish 
it. Even though this project took a nu mber of years 
to complete, the Council had otner activities under 
way sinmltaneously. 

The very successful Rathkeale and District Cred.it 
Union was initiated and founded under the auspices 
of the Community Council and, in fact, the first 
twenty members were all from that body. 

The basketball and tennis courts were constructed, to 
be followed by the excellent Sports Complex wh ich 
is the envy of many other communities. 

People should be rightly proud of all these develop
ments, involving investment of at least £250,000 on 
behalf of the community. 

The list of other projects undertaken in the interven
ing years is varied e.g. Rathkeale Brass Band has 
been encouraged and supported; Doohyle Lough 
development received its initial impetus; the annual 
St. Patrick's Day Parade; the Siamsa Variety Show; 
Welcome Home Festival; T idy Towns; Card Games; 
Bingo and many others. During this time the Council 
has participated in many FAS schemes and so helped 
provide much needed employment in the town. 

In recent years, a strong relationsh ip has been set up 
with the Chamber of Commerce and there is much 
ongoing work being carried out jointly by the two 
bodies in the areas of industrial and infrastructural 
development. 

All this work is done on a voluntary basis and it 
should be appreciated that at present virtually the 
only sources of income for the Council are t11e bingo 
and card games once a week. A considerable sum is 
required each year for the upkeep and maintenance 
of the existing buildings and facilities and it goes 

without saying that there is a continuing need for a 
strong vibrant Community Council to accept respon
sibility for this task. 

The Council is a democratic body in t11e sense that the 
members are elected every three years by popular 
vote of all over eighteen years. ll1e officers are 
elected by the members on an annual basis and, while 
it has been said that some office holders have been 
there too long, it must be remembered that it is often 
extremely difficult to get individuals to let their 
names go forward for election to such positions. 

More i merest would be welcomed in this regard and 
also in the election process itself every th ird year. 
Each person over eighteen gets an opportunity to 
nominate (including him or herself) and elect the 
person of t11eir choice to the Council and the next 
election is due to be held next year, 1994. 

To conclude, it is worth recalling the names of those 
elected to th at first Community Council in 1973. 

Town 
J. J. O'Kelly, E. Neville. A. O'Dea, B. Dunleavy, J. 
Griffin, C. Crowley, M. Foster, MI. Geary, P. Dono
van, MI. Hennessy, S. McDonnell, D. Gammell, J. 
Lynch, W. Quinn, ML Hanley, C. O'Rorke, R. Tes
key, B. Snow, Ed. Roche, J. O'Dwyer, Ed. Scully, T. 
Geaney, Wm. Nestor. 

Rural 
M. Daly,L. Noonan,J. Nash, I. McEniry, P. Keating, 
G. Lenihan, J. Power, J. Connell, D. Dillon, E. 
Chawke 

Six of the above are on the present Community 
Council and ten more have sadly passed away. 

le sac ooa-6ui oon nonms 
• 

asus bon At Bbam 

With eveRy soob wish FOR 

ChRistmas anb the new YeaR 
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1993 TIDY TOWNS COMPETITION 
Centre: Rathkeale 
County: Umerick 

Effort 

Tidiness 

Presentation of Buildings 

EFFORT 

MAX 

45 

40 

40 

1992 1993 

35 36 

23 23 

28 28 

Category: D 
1993 Mark: 157 

MAX 1992 1993 

Presentation of Natural Amenhies 50 24 25 

Appearance of Approach Roads 45 30 30 

Presentation ot Residential Areas 30 14 15 

Thank you for completing the questionnaire and submitting a map of the town. The adjudicators note 
your comments and have great sympathy with the problems you are confronted with, but also admire 
your commitment and dedication despite your problems. Excellent individual effort throughout the town. 

TIDINESS 
There was litter in evidence on the day of adjudication. More litter bins should be placed around the town 
and the untidy areas which have been pointed out. Open areas need to be monitored closely. 

PRI;SENJATION OF BUILDINGS 
The Post O ffice looked very neat and tidy. The AlB was neat and well maintained with some flower tubs 
outside. The Burmah garage, with Healy's building at the rear, is an eyesore. This is such an important 
area in your town. Can anything be done to encourage the proprietors to have this area improved? The 
Courthouse (Carnegie Free Ubrary) would benefit greatly from a fresh coat of paint and some florai 
decoration. The adjudicators were delighted to see that the old Cinema, which was a real eyesore, was 
being painted on the day of adjudication. The Palatine Museum is a fine stone building with stone 
surround, but could funds be raised to have the car park resurfaced? The road surface along this road 
is in poor condition. Perhaps you should contact your local County Engineer to have this road improved. 
While we realise that Shannon Meat is an industrial enterprise, may we suggest some tree planting and 
shrubs to brighten up this area. The Golden Vale building at the Bridge could be improved to the same 
standard as the oth3r side of the bridge. The following premises are badly in need of repainting: D. 
McMahon's which is in a dilapidated condition; BP and the old garage adjoining; Liam Chalkie; Uni-Sex 
Hair Salon; and Peoples. Jim Roche Farm Machinery should be screened off in someway to camouflage 
the machinery from public view. In contrast, Foley's Shop which is imaginatively decorated, looks 
splendid , as does the Fire Station, O'Reillys, Spar Supermarket, Roches Foodmarket, the adjoining 
house and Rathkeale Motor Works are all to be commended for their effort. The National School would 
benefit from some flower bedding. 

PRESENTATION OF NATURAL AMENITIES 
The pump needs to be repainted in an imagination colour scheme to make it one of the focal points in 
the town. The Mart, located in the centre of the town, certainly creates d ifficulties. The GAA Grounds 
are a disgrace. It would appear that there is a FAS Scheme going on here, but it would be difficult to 
ascertain what they are actually doing. The stone wall opposite the GAA field is a credit to those 
responsible. There is excellent individual effort along this road with some well maintained houses and 
gardens. Some flowers and shrubs at the Grotto would greatly enhance this area, also the painting of 
the kneelers which are rusting . The pump needs to be brightly painted with some flower planting at the 
base to make it one of the focal points in your town. 

APPEARANCE OF APPROACH ROADS 
The grass is high and the bank overgrown on the Ballingarry approach. The stone walls are very effective 
on this approach and the use of stone should be encouraged throughout all approaches. The tree 
planting at the fly over and roundabout is one of the pleasing aspects of the town. The old road to 
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LEABHARLANN 
CATHRACH agus CHONTAE LUIMNI 

Newcastle West is probably one of the better approaches with the exception of the by-pass approach. 

PRESENTATION OF RESIDENTIAL AREAS 
Open areas on the Ballingarry approach requ ire attention. The wall along the left hand side of this 
approach is completely broken down with high grass and weeds. The poles on the signs are rusting and 
should be repainted and the surface of the road is rougl1 and uneven. You should contact your County 
Engineer with a view to improving the road surface and poles. The County Council yard at the back of 
the Palatine Museum is a disgrace, particularly as it is in full view of the new by-pass. Litter and rubbish 
abounds. scrap machinery, old barrels and wire fencing broken down. Operating from a fine stone 
building, if it were restored, would greatly improve this area. Wall is not completed. and there is high 
grass at the rear of the Palatine Museum which is a great pity as there is such fine effort shown here. 
The problems which beset your town as well appreciated and manifest themselves in the Roches Street 
area. The grounds of the Abbey were being cared for and work was being undertaken on day of visit. 
It was a shame to see litter just inside the wall. As this will probably be used for recreational purposes. 
a few litter bins here are essential, particularly near the seating area. The Abbey, were it floodlit, would 
be most impressive. The green area opposite the Fire Station requires attention; the time railing is 
broken and needs repainting. The grass needs to be cut on a regular basis at the entrance to Abbey 
Court. There was some littler around and one or two litter bins here are needed. Excellent individual 
effort and congratulations are due to the individuals who have made an effort here. A play area for 
children on the green might be worthwhile considering. 

GENERAL 
As a general comment, now that the by-pass is fully operational, your community should concentrate 
on improving the town centre as the traffic problem has been significantly reduced. 
Have you made contact with the Buildings Inspector, Limerick County Council , in an effort to improve 
the derelict buildings? 
Contact should also be made with the Senior Engineer, Roads Section, Limerick County Council, in an 
effort to improve the road surface. 

(Pat O'Donovan P.C. Commissioner for Oaths) 
AUCTIONEER AND INSURANCE AGENTS 

COMPLETE RANGE OF INSURANCES 
Car Insurance, House Insurance. Shop Insurance, Farm Insurance. 

Life Policies. Educational Policies. Pensions, Health Policies etc. 

CONTACT US FOR QUOTATION WITHOUT OBUGATION 

------------------------------Specialists in 
Farm Sales, Town & Counby Properties. 

Land & House Letttngs. Clearance Auctions 
VALUATIONS ALSO PREPARED DISTANCE NO OBJECT 

LET AN EXPERIENCED FIRM SELL YOUR PROPER1Y! 
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DANIEL O'CONNELL 
AND RATHKEALE 

In her book "An Atlas of Irish 
History", Ruth Dudley Edwards 
Lists the places in Ireland where 
the "Liberator" addressed huge 
gatherings in excess of 100,000 
people and Rathk.eale is included 
and prominently featured in that 
list. 

A report of said meeting was found 
on the front page of "The Limerick 
Reporter" of April 21st, 1843 and 
the speech of O'Connell on the 
occasion will be featured in the 
next issue of Dee! Views. Mean
whiJe, the following extract will 
give some idea of the huge interest 
in his progress from Limerick to 
.Rathkeale. 

Following the Assembly a d inner 
was held in O'Connell's honour at 
Mulcahy's Hotel (now Davy 
Mann's) and a report on this event 
will be included in Dee! Views at 
a later date. 

Repeal of the Union 
Great Repeal Demonsn·ation 

The first great public demonstra
tion, since the commencement of 
the Repeal Year, took place on 
Tuesday in the town of Rathkeale, 
where the enthusiasm of the people 
couJd not be surpassed. No human 
foresight couJd have anticipated 
three short months ago that the 
people wouJd, almost as if by 
magic, have arisen as one man 
from one extremity of the country 
to the other to rally round again the 
peaceful standard of him who led 
them to victory on so many former 
occasions. The spirit which was 
lulled to rest, not by the conscious
ness that repose, was the only balm 
to heal the wounds of the countty, 
or develop her resources, btll by a 
species of recklessness and de
spair that energy was useless, has 
again burst forth in all might and 
majesty which m·ust always ac
company the buried sentiments of 
an entire nation. The mind of 
Ireland thus aroused cannot be re
sisted without the risk of incurring 
evils which every lover of peace 
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and order must deplore, nor can 
their united demands for an inde· 
pendent legislature be withheld by 
any prudent Statesman who has at 
heart the welfare and happiness of 
~he British empli'e at large. 

Mr. O'Connell, who, in company 
with Mr. Baneuof the "Pilot" , and 
Mr. Steele. arrived in Limerick on 
Tuesday night abom eleven 
o'clock, and on Wednesday the 
hon. and learned gentleman left 
with Mr. Steele for Rathkeale at 
half-past eleven. He was engaged 
during the previous part of the 
moming in receivingthecongratu· 
lations and visits of the most influ· 
ential gentlemen of this city, who 
were anxious, at the first opportu· 
nity, to testify the esteem in which 
they held him. Plans were also 
submitted for his inspection and 
approval relative to the place in 
which the celebrated "Treaty 
Stone" should be deposited, on its 

necessarily rapid in order to reach 
Rath.keale at the hour appointed • 
yet it was one which denoted the 
respect and veneration in which he 
is held by his countrymen. As 
soon as the carriage was recogni· 
sed by the peasanu·y occupied in 
the adjoining fields, men, women 
and children left their employment, 
and hunied forward to cheer him 
ashepassed. Themenflungdown 
their spades, the women hunied 
from the scene of active industry, 
boys and gli'ls deserted their vari
ous agricultural occupations, and 
made towards the next point of the 
road where they were cettain of 
catching a glimpse of the Libera
tor of their native land. The whole 
country was in commotion. The 
acclamation of those he passed 
reached the ears of the people who 
were working a~ distance, the joy
ful sound was re-echoed for mi les, 
and the enlivening shout of one 
party only ceased to be taken up by 

removal from its pres-================= 
ent position. 

The day was beautifully 
fme, as if heaven itself 
were smiling on the 
peaceful struggle in 
which Ireland is en
gaged. During the prog
ress of the carriage from 
this city to the beautiful 
and picturesque village 
of Adare, the cabins on 
the way were decorated 
with laurel boughs by 
their humble occupants 
and, in many instances, 
triumphal arches of the 
same material extended 
across the road , deco
rated with wild flowers, 
and bearing upon them 
the never-failing motto 
of an l rish peasant· cead 
mfle failte · so charac
teristic of the generous 
hospitality which has 
always been the leading 
trait in the Irish charac
ter. His progress during Daniel o·c~ow••ell 
the first two or three From the Painting by Joseph Haverty 
miles of the road was in the possession oftlw Ref orm Club 



another - so that the air literally 
rang with acclamation. The old 
and the young - the grandfather 
and the grandchild - the parentS 
and their littleoffspring- all joined 
in one un iversal hurra for the man 
in whom their hopes and affec
tions were fixed. 

As the carriage wltirled by the 
humble abodes of these generous 
and faithful people - the old 
women, many of whom remem
bered other days in Ireland - threw 
up their eyes and anns to heaven, 
as if in thanksgiving that they had 
lived to witness the change which 
came over the face of the land. 
Others ran out on the road. as well 
as their srrength would enable 
them, to catch a glimpse; while, in 
many instances, the young mother 
went up to the carriage window 
with her child in her anns that he 
might look upon the man who 
emancipated and struck off his 
fetters. 

When the hon. and learned gentle
man reached Adare it was impos
sible to proceed funher but at a 
slow pace. 1l1e houses and win
dows of this neat little town were 
also decorated with laurel and 
green boughs, and at a short dis
tance from it he was met by Mr. 
Mortimer McCoy, the active Sec
retary of the Rathkeale Repealers, 
and a large party of teetotallers, 
having a flag with the inscription, 
'Temperance, Firmness, Union" 
who hailed his approach by play
ing "See the Conquering Hero 
Comes". The procession then 
moved on slowly - the numbers 
being continually increasing as 
they proceeded along untiJ it. ar
rived within some few miles of the 
town, where they were met by the 
Rev. Mr. McCoy, who headed 
another large party of teetotallers 
from Shanagoldeo. This body of 
men cruTicd large white wands, on 
which were displayed their diplo
mas as Repeal wardens, cards as 
collectors, or associates - and on 
that bome by the Rev. gentleman 
himself was that of an unarmed 
volunteer. It had an imposing 
effect; and after some time spent 
in arranging themselves, the whole 
party moved on to the place of 
destination. 

As the carriage ~--;;;;;::;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;:;;:::;;;;;;--1 
drew near 
Rathkeale, thou
sands upon 
thousands hur
ried forward -
men, women 
and children -
and so great was 
the pressure that 
the postillions 
found ita task of 
no ordinary dif
ficulty to move 
at all, without 
inflicting some 
injury on the 
masses who 
filled the road. 
Clouds of dust, 
and the extreme 
pressure of the 
vast multitude, 
made many suf
fer the greatest 
mconvemence
yet on, on they 
marched, re
gardJess of ev
ery danger and 
of every diffi
culty. )0. O'Conndl tJnd Yflln.f lrtl.md: tltt rtptllllfltttinJS, 184) 

'84& risJ'ns 

As the carriage drove up the hilJ 
which leads into the town of 
Rathkeale,l never witnessed such 
a scene. As far as the eye could 
reach was a swarm of human 
beings, so closely wedged together 
that it seemed impossible to pass. 
The windows were filled with re
spectable ladies, the tops of the 
houses by those who preferred an 
elevation. to the crushing which 
t11eir less fonunate friends in the 
streets were exposed to; and every 
spot where the slightest view of 
the cwiage could be had was 
occupied, no matter at what risk to 
himself. 

After a great delay, and some in
convenience to the crowds who 
followed the cwiage, Mr. O'Con
nell arrived in the centre of the 
principal street of the town, where 
a platfom1 was erected for the ac
commodation of the speakers. The 
honourable and learned gentleman. 
accompanied by Mr. Steele, made 
his way through the immense mass, 
and having reached tl1e platfom1, 
presented himself to the immense 

assemblage amid the most enthu
siastic cheering weeverwitnessed. 
There could not have been gath
ered together at this period less 
than thirty thousand person. 

About half-past two o'clock. the 
Rev. Daniel Synan was unanj
mously called to the chair. The 
Chairman then said - As a mark of 
gratitude to one of the best of 
pastors. the people of RathkeaJe 
had requested of him to act as 
chairman of that meeting, and 
pending his unavoidable absence, 
that excellent clergyman deputed 
him (Mr. Synan) as one of his cu
rates, to reflect on that majestic 
assemblage the feelings and prin
ciples of a pastorofthelrish people 
(loud cheers). The Very Rev. Dr. 
Hogan was a Repealer, and never 
deserted the people of Ireland 
(cheers) . From the period when he 
was first able to exercise the pow
ers of his mind, he had enlisted 
himself in her service, and contin
ued his srruggles to that hour 
(cheers). But it made very little 
difference who was chairman on 
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the present occasion. for the people 
of Ireland had taken up the cause 
of ireland in a manner which noth
ing could stem. the tide of the 
popular pressure was irresistible 
and it was. therefore, a mere for
mality to appoint a chairman at all 
(loud cheers). There was a time 
when. perhaps, it might be prudent 
to have the aid which the character 
of a chainnan gave the proceed
ings of popular assemblies, but 
that time was gone by, and the 
voice of a united people required 
no such assistance (loud cheers). 
lie would not detain them longer. 
but proceed at once to imroduce to 
their notice the father of his coun
try (loud cheers). He had further to 
add, that Mr. Mortimer McCoy, 
the indefatigable and efficient 
Secretary of the Rathkeale Repeal
ers, was requested to act as secre
tary to that meeting. The motion 
that Mr. McCoy be appointed sec
retary was then put, and carried by 
acclamation. 

"LIMERICK CHRONICLE" 
Wednesday, May 10, 1843 

RATHKEALE BRIDEWELL 
I found this Bridewell, on the 29th of 
December, in a ruinous and dilapi· 
dated cond~ion. The cells were qune 
damp, the windows broken, the yards 
filthy, and the bedding d irty and not 
regularly made up. I consider the 
place qune insecure, and 1 under· 
stand it Is not long since three prison· 
ers escaped, owing to the rottenness 
of the doors. There is neitherventila· 
tion nor sewerage provided for; and 
there Is scarcely any furniture. Mr. 
Goold, the resident Magistrate, who 
waskindenoughtoaccompanymeto 
this Bridewell, informed me that it was 
in a district which peruliarty required 
a well regulated prison. From ns very 
central situation, prisoners from the 
western part of the county, on their 
way to the county gaol, are often 
congregated here, infinitely beyond 
the accommondation afforded; there 
being at times as many as 60 in con· 
finement in 5 cells and 2 day-rooms. 
1 consider this Bridewell to be a~o
gethertotally unfn for prison purposes. 
I understand the keeper is a good and 
useful officer. 
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Rathkeale Sports Complex 
B. McEnery 

This year marks the tenth anniversary of Rathkeale Sports 
Complex it having been opened in 1983. It had busy and slack 
periods over the years as it does in any one year due to its 
seasonal attraction. We are delighted to report that it is now 
in a busy period and we offer membership at the following 
rates for 1994: 

£ 
Family membership 40 
Adult membership 25 
Snooker only (adult) 20 
Squash only (adult) 20 
Handball/Racquetball (adult) 20 
Junior membership 10 

Membership is due from 1st of January and we urge existing 
and potential new patrons to subscribe. 

1993 saw the establishment of a snooker club, its objective 
being to expand the snooker facilities and to offer a social 
outlet for the youth of our community. There have been quite 
a few snooker and billiards tournaments this year and it is 
planned to run at least four tournaments annually from here 
on. 

In squash, the Credit Union Plaque will be played for before 
Christmas. This tournament will settle the debate on who the 
best squash player in the region is for 1993. No doubt there 
will be many aggrieved players ready to up their status in the 
1994 tournament and I for one shall be looking to do so. 

There can be no doubt if it is physical exertion or physical 
relaxation you desire for 1994 contact the Sports Complex and 
become part of the scene. 



I Irish Palatine Association News I 
The summer months saw visitors 
to our museum from England, 
Germany (and the Palatinate), 
USA, Canada, Australia. Japan, 
China and various pans oflreland. 
We had a number of special groups 
visit !he museum. These included 
a group of 30 young people from 
Wuppertal, Germany. They were 
part of a Methodist youth group 
and were on a cycling tour of Ire
land. They stayed in !he Rathkeale 
area overnight. A second German 
group of lhird level students. stay
ing in Kilfinane. made a visiuolhe 
Museum as did !he Plassey Part
ners, the Thomond Architectural 
and Historical Society and a group 
from the Mary Immaculate 
Teacher Training College, Limer
ick. 'TI1e First Secretary of the 
People's Republic of China made 
a visit to the Museum as part of the 
day's programme after the unveil
ing of the restOred Chinaman. 

As Esther O'Connor was away for 
!he months of July and August we 
had to find someone to take on !he 
job of Museum guide. We were 
very fortunate to find Helen Mul
cahy of Kilscannell who took the 
task in hand, briefed herself thor
oughly on Palatine and related 
history and d id a wonderful job for 
the Association over the summer 
season. Helen has since been 
invited to become a committee 
member and we are all delighted 
that she has accepted. There are 
now 8 people on !he committee 
and lhese are: Ms. Lily Baker. 
Ballingrane (Minutes Secretary); 
Mr. Austin Bovenizer, Killeheen 
(Chairperson); Mr. Michael 
Brosnan, Killeheen; Mrs. Helen 
Mulcahy. Kilscannell; Mrs. Esther 
O'Connor, Coolanoran (Co-ordi
nator) ; Dr. Patrick O'Connor, 
Coolanoran: Mr. Walter Ruttle, 
Ballingranc; Mr. Ken Sparling, 
Ralhkeale. 

This has been a difficult year for 
ourcommiueeas weare still under 

much pressure to raise matching 
funds for our £21,500 grant from 
the lrish Department of Agricul
ture and Food. A sponsored walk 
went ahead on 271h June. While 
the walk was very poorly attended, 
possibly because of its clash with 
other events, it was well finan
cially supported, especially from 
abroad. The committee are in
volved in a number of other ongo
ing projects to help match our grant. 
A donation from a German wine 
co-op and !he help of some of our 
patrons and members have been 
encouraging. 

The work set out for !his money is 
now being finalised. This included 
our new tearooms, the completion 
ofourcenu·al heating(very impor
tam for the preservation of ar
tefacts), somecxhibition improve
ments and the furnishing of our 
archive and library. 

The new developments will mean 
the Museum will open for longer 
hours and a longer season next 
summer. We will be able tO serve 
teas/coffees and scones for a seat
ing of up to 25 people. And this 
can be done without int.erference 
to those being guided through the 
exhibi tion area. All in all we will 
be in a better position to cater for a 
greater number of visitors in the 
coming year. With this in mind it 
is planned to concentrate on pro
motion work from January on and 
we will be targeting various groups 
!hat will have influence in attract
ing visitors. 

The commiuee have been con
scious of the loss of a number of 
landmarks relat ing to !he Palatine 
story over the past year. This is 
very much regretted as it is planned 
as part of the bigger project to set 
out a Palatine Trail in the areas of 
Ballingrane. Counrnatrix, Kille· 
heen and Rathkeale. This would 
help to retain visitors and encour
age them to explore the area. 

However, we were very fonunate 
to acquire the site of the Killeheen 
Wesleyan Chapel. Special !hanks 
are due to both Philip and John 
Donovan of Riddlcstown for this 
donation and to Golden Vale Marts 
for their co-operation. In t11e fu
ture it is planned to develop the 
site as part of the trail. 

An exciting trip is being organised 
by the Association to take a group 
of !he descendants of Irish Pala
tines and their friends to !he Palati
nate in April 1994. This will be !he 
first official return visit of !he lrish 
Palatine descendants to their an
cestml homeland in 280 years. This 
trip was adve1tised among Patrons 
and Members, is limited to 50 
people . and is almost fully booked 
at time of writing. The following 
is an itinerary for the trip. 

BACK TO THE 
ANCESTRAL HOMELAND: 
A 10 DAY GUIDED TRIP TO 
THE PALATINE REGION OF 
GERMANY 

The outline plan has now been 
completed for this once in a life
tinle trip which has been organi
sed on our behalf by Monika Lauer 
who. as a working journalist, at
tended tlw Irish Palatine Home
corning in September, 1992. 
Monika lives in Landau and has 
put together an enthralling pro
gramme. the main outlines of 
which arc as follows: 

PROGRAMME/lTINERARY 

Sunday. 24th April 1994: Arrival 
• Departure from Frankfurt 

Airpon to Park Hotel, 
Eden koben. 

* Reception with Mayor 
Schmidt, a little wine tasting 
and sight~eeing at the 
Hcilsbruck Monastery. 

"' Dinner at Park Hotel. 
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Monday, 25th Aprill994: Speyer 
* Cathedral , the old town area, 

Historisches Museum. 
* Reception at the local 

government offices. 
* Boat trip on the River Rhine. 

Tuesday, 26th April 1994: 
Southern Wine Route 
* Landau - Sightseeing and visit 

to Fr.tnk-Loebschen House 
with conducted tour by the 
Burgomeister of Landau. 

* Trip to Ludwigshoehe Villa on 
the sout11ern wine route. 

* Rbodt - the oldest vineyard. 
visit to the GWG Rietburg 
Castle, lecture on wine 
growing by Director Philip 
Scam meL 

* Excursion to Bomheim. the 
town Mayor Dieter Hoerner 
will donate wine from the Sau 
Well . Meal in town hal l with 
tradit ional Palatine food. 

Wednesday. 27th April 1994: 
Walking Trip 
* From Slevogt Fam1 to Trifels, 

led by Councillor Alfred Frech. 
* Visit to Trifels and the crown 

jewels. 
* Lunch-break at the 

Klenerhutte. 
* Bus trip to Aonweiler, visit to 

old town area. 

Thursday, 28th April 1994: 
Wine Day 
* Visit tO the German wine 

growers co-op in Ilbesheim. 
* Trip to Schweigen, guided tour 

of the German wine process ing 
programme. 

" Excursion to Weissenburg and 
sightseeing oftheold town area. 

* Reception with Maire Pierre 
Bertrand. 

* Tasting of wine at the German 
Wine Door and a light meal of 
traditional Palatine food from 
theGWG. 

* Folklore programme with the 
Jaeger family from Bad 
Bergzabern. 

Friday. 29th April 1994: 
Heidelberg 
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* Trip to Heidelberg, visit of the 
castle and old town !trea. 

* Lunch in historical student pub. 
* After lunch free to do as you 

please. 

Saturday, 30th April 1994: 
Palatine Castles 
* Trip to Dahner Castles. 
* Berwartstein. 
* Drachenfels. 

Sunday. 1st May 1994: 
Mittelhaardt 
* Religious Service. 
* Bad Durkheim: 

Fass and Limburg. 
* Deidesheim. 
* Neustadt: Altstadt. visit old 

town area and Hambacher 
castle. 

* Edesheim: Reception in the 
wineceUarofthesouthern wine 
route. 

Monday, 2nd May 1994: 
Schlachtfest (killing of pig festival) 
* Palatine festival with an 

opponunity to meet and 
converse. 

Tuesday, 3rd May 1994: 
Departure 
* Return to Frankfun A irpon. 

ADDITIONAL ATTRACTIONS: 
" Possible visit to Baucrnkriegs-

1-louse in Nussdorf. 
• Elsass. Seebach and 

Secsenheinl, Hundsbach 
(pottery). 

" Elwetri tschen. 
* Complimentary lunches and 

receptions. 

The Irish Palatine Association 
may be contacted at: 

T he Irish Palatine Association, 
Irish Palatine Heritage Centre, 

Rathkeale, Co. Limerick. 
Contact: Esther O'Connor. 

Co-ordinator. Tel: 069 61080 
(International + 353 69 61080). 

Fax: 069 64220 
(International +353 69 64220). 

Our 1993 Newsletter will shortly 
be available. 

MARRIAGES 
Daniel McCarthy 

and Mary Gammell 

Philip Lamb 
and Johanna Brigid Lenihan 

Brian Michael Dillon 
and Jennifer O'Dea 

David Sheridan 
and Margaret McCarthy 

John McCarthy 
and Kathleen Sheridan 

Padraig Philip Hanrahan 
and Marie Bernadette Woulfe 

Kevin Walsh 
and Majclla Eaton 

Tinlothy O'Sullivan 
and Martina Meehan 

Paul James DiiJon 
and Gwendoline McNamara 

******************* 

BAPTISMS 

Richard Nigel Kelly 
Sarah Rebecca Barry 

Jean Sheridan 
Mary Charlene Quilligan 

Hillary Mary Mulcaire 
Johanna Marie Mortell 

Stephanie Kathleen Hogan 
Mary Quilligan 

Ryan William Daly 
Ylolly Grace Fathers 

Keith Michael Lenihan 
Gregory Roben McNamara 

Tiffany Mary Catherine O'Kane 

******************* 

DEATHS 

Mary Markham 
Peter Brennan 

Bridie Markham 
Michael Keating 
Bridget Sheahan 

Mai Farrell 
Patrick Farrell 

• 
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TOM VOKES, 
THE TERROR 
O.F LIMERICK 

By PadraigO .Haidin, 
CorkCmm/y Ubrmian 

I Shannon \kal Gat.: tie. I <.JX I J 

On March 4th, 1822, a number of 
men appeared before a special In
surrection Court at Rathkeale, 
charged with various crimes. TI1e 
greater number of them were 
charged with being absent from their 
homes after sunset which, at the 
time, meant being abroad any time 
after half past five in the afternoon. 
Under the Insurrection Act, the hour 
of curfew had been fiXed at 9.00 
p.m. but this had suddenly been 
altered by Proclamation to sunset 
It was, of course, impossible for 
men tryingtoekeoutalivclihood to 
obey the new regulation. Where a 
magistrdtehad any suspicion against 
a man. he had only to send his 
constables into his locality,discover 
him in a field, haul him before the 
Insurrection Court and have him 
transported beyond the seas for 
seven years. It was, of course, 
manuf acruring crime. 

Most of the men who found them
selves before the coun at Rathkeale 
on that March day knew that they 
could expect no mercy from the 
special magistrdtes appointed un
der the Insurrection Act. Some did 
not bother to bring witnesses to 
counandcasually accepted the ver
dict of transponation, satisfying 
themselves that they were sentenced 
~~~-".nocrime", or as one of them put 
11 lt snotanywayscandalous",and 
such of them, in whom even a faint 
~ope_ had survived the rig ours of 
unpnsonment while awaiting uial, 
went pale when they saw Tom 
Vokes in the court that morning. 
Vokes was there to be sure that 
nobody escaped. 

Thomas P. Vokes, Chief Police 
Magistrate for County Limerick, 
te.rrorised not only Limerick, but 
also those pans of the neighbouring 
counties into which he made occa
sional forays. For thirty years his 
name was the most dreaded in Ire
land. His memoirs, as told by his 
son-in-law, H. R. Addison, are in
tended 10 show hin1 as a man of 

inexhaustible resource and of un
usual courage and energy. It has 
often struck me that if Coo an Doyle 
did no1 model his fictional Sherlock 
Holnles on Vokes, then, at least, he 
musthave been influenced by him. 

In the 1820s, Limerick, like many 
other Munster counties, was in al
most total Jnsurrection after the de
cline of trade with the Continent 
with theendofthe Napoleonic wars 
and with the still increasing burden 
of rem, il looked as if landlordism 
had to1ally failed. The tenant farm
ers and the labourers, driven to des
peration and on the verge of starva
tion, were attempting to force the 
landlords to abandon their estates 
so that the fanns might become 
available without rent and suffi
cient food be made available for the 
people. To a large degree they 
succeeded. Titealmosttotalstateof 
Insurrection is' shown in a report in 
May, I 822, which states that in 
North Cork at the lime, 1he greater 
pan of the population left horne and 
established camps on the moun
mins. From 1hese camps, bodies of 
men descended on the neighbour
ing towns to seize food, bedding 
and arms. 

When Vokes died in 1852 he was 
credited with having single handed 
put down thestateoflnsurrection in 
the 1820s in Limerick. One of his 
methods is described by his son-in
law, Addison, who was brought by 
Vokes to witness one of the first 
executions in the new jail in 
Mulgrave Street, Limerick - now 
Limerick Prison. 

Addison describes the condemned 
man. "He was a taJJ athletic young 
man, some five and twenty years of 
age, dressed from head to foot in 
white flannel and perfectly ready to 
converse about himself. but equally 
determined not to betray the com
panion of his kind. nor the fearful 
links which probably bound him to 
carry out the organised will of oth
ers, nor even now ready to afford a 
clue by which one of those secret 
societies. those brotherhoods of 
blood, might be discovered. Even 
now at the las1 momem, he might 
hope for a respi te for the judge was 
still near". The condemned man 
wem 10 his death having said goo
dbye 10 his wife and family. Re
entering the prison yard, Vokes 

enquired of the head jailer if the 
prisoner's clothes had been de
stroyed. "The officers bowed as
sent and we passed on. 1 could not 
resis1 my desire of asking the head 
magistra1e why this was done". 
Vokes assured him that it was done 
to check crime. Addison was as
tonished and insisted that Vokes 
must be joking. 

"You must kllow then •·, said Vokes 
"that when this country first earned 
its fatal celebrity every means were 
adopted to put down the lawless 
bands which paraded through our 
fieldsinopenday(jght; specialcom
mi~ions had no effect, prompt exe
cuuons were of no avail, guilt still 
enjoyed first primacy and when an 
execution took place. it was r.tther a 
source of triumph for the con
demned man th;m the severe and 
wholesome lesson it was intended 
10 impan. Cheers greeted the mon
steras he ascended the gallows and, 
when he was cut down, his body 
was carried away 10 be inten-ed 
with drunken pomp". 

Vokes prevailed on the authorities 
to order the bodies of 1he executed 
to be buried within the precinct of 
the jail, "indeed on some occasions 
they were given over to the sur
geons to be dissected. to the great 
horroroftheirrelatives. Thisgavea 
temporary check to crime, but after 
a while. it was c lear thai they had 
become callous on this head and 
even these salutary measures failed 
to alarm them". "About this time I 
became an officer of government 
and J men tally vowed 10 find out 
what considcnuion 1hey had intro
duced to meet this horrible strOke 
aimed a1 d1em in d1us depriving 
them of the dead bodies of those 
they loved. After consider.1ble 
trouble, for they jealously guarded 
their secret, I found that immedi
ately ?neachexecution taking place, 
the friends of the culprits came to 
the prison gales and his clothes were 
duly delivered, and loaded with 
them, they set off to some neigh
bour's cabin and there having ar
ranged the gannen IS in a proper 
fom1, they went through the whole 
mockery of waki11g them. Here d1e 
whiskey flowed and the tobacco 
smoke fonned a canopy of cloud. 
Here they danced around the ap
parel ofthedeceased. 
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DELEGATION 
MEETS MINISTER 

Breld Gulnane 

On Friday, 5th November 1993 a delegation from 
Rathkeale Community Council met the Minister for 
Justice, Mrs. Maire Geoghegan-Quinn. 

This meeting was arranged of behalf of Rathkeale 
Community Council by Mr. Gerard Collins, T.D. as 
a result of a public meeting re proposals of Limerick 
County Manager to build a 72-bay caravan park for 
transient travellers in Rathkeale. The members of 
the delegation were: Joe Dunleavy, Chairman 
Community Council; Breid Guinane, Secretary; 
Richard Naughton, Community Council Sub-Com
mittee Chairman; Sean Hennessy, Rathkeale Cham
ber of Commerce; John T. Griffin, P .C., M.C.C., and 
Gerard Collins, T.D. 

Gerard Coli ins introduced the delegation to the 
Minister. Richard Naughton spoke on behalf of 
Community Council and gave the Minister a brief 
outline of the situation that prevails in Rathkeale. 
Sean Hennessy read a statement to her on behalf of 
the Chamber of Commerce. John Griffin told the 
Minister of the problems that exist in Rathkeale and 
pointed out to her the unique situation in the town. 
He asked her to look into various matters including 
the provision of a Court in Rathkeale in December 
and the appointment of a full-time clerical officer in 
the Garda Station. He also said that other agencies 
i.e. Department of Health, Environment and Educa
tion should be involved to try and help the situation 
in Rathkeale. Gerard Collins asked the Minister to 
consider transferring the Garda Headquarters from 
Askeaton to Rathkeale as he felt the situation was 
so serious in the town that a move of this nature 
would be of immense benefit. Before the meeting 
concluded Senator Dan Neville joined the delega
tion and said he supported all that was said by the 
previous speakers. 

The Minister listened intently to all that was said and 
she promised to give the matter her urgent attention. 
She felt the suggestion of a Court in Rathkeale in 
December was a good one and she would see what 
could be done about this but she felt it was probably 
too late at this stage to do anything this year. She 
was quite surprised at the enormity of the problems 
which were put to her and promised to get in touch 
with the Department's relevant to the problems in 
Rathkeale as suggested by the delegation. 

She said they all had a part to play and should be 
working together to try and solve the many problems 
regarding the traveller situation. The Minister said 
that as soon as she had discussed all these matters 
with her officials she would be in contact with the 
secretary of the Community Council and she thanked 
the delegation for taking the time to come and meet 
her and acquaint her with the problems the people 
of Rathkeale were experiencing. 
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RUGBY 
Dan Larkin, Captain Garryowen F. C. 

r • 

DAN LARKIN 

Rugby players from Rathkeale district have 
been playing a more and more prominent part 
with some of the famous Limerick rugby clubs. 

DAN LARKIN of Reens plays at either full
back or out-half for Garryowen A.I.L. (All
Ireland League) team, of which he is captain. 
JOHN GILTENANE ofMilltown, Croagh is a 
prop on the Garryowen A.I.L. team. PADDY 
O'GRADY of Ballywilliam plays second row 
for Shannon A.I.L. team. SEAMUS LISTON, 
Coolcappa is a flanker on the Shannon A .I.L. 
and his brother SEAN is also on the Shannon 
A.I.L. panel. 

A number of young players who are consid
ered to have great potential are on the Shan
non second team. They are Brian Keating of 
Amogan, Donnacha Dowling of Reens and 
Liam and Brian Ruttle of Altavilla. 

Dan Larkin and Paddy O'Grady are Munster 
inter-provincials. 



HERITAGE byMauriceCowhey 
George Mealy and Sons of Castlecomer, 
County Kilkenny and Ireland's best known 
auctioneers of Antiques and Books. An ex
tract from the 'Irish Times' report on their 
March sale of this year states "the £2,000 paid 
for a William N yew wood cheval mirror with 
turned pilasters and cross stretcher on a rec
tangular base signed by cabinet maker Henry 
Norman of Rath.keale, Go. Limerick Decem
ber 12th, 1835 made for John Southwell 
Brown, Esq., of Mount Brown, Rathkeale. 
57.5 inches high by 27 inches wide. The fact 
that it was Irish and made by Henry Norman 
undoubtedly accounted for the price which 
easily exceeded the top estimate of £700". 

. 
Henry Norman was a member of the family 
which owned the business premises on the 
Main St. In a Sleaters Directory of the 1840s, 
George Morgan, Main St. and Henry Norman, 
Main St. are listed as cabinet makers. The 
Norman family business, which passed from 
the family on the death ofMrs. Norman in the 
1930s, was known over a wide area for its 
glass and china and a specialized boot and 
shoe department. They also owned the prin
cipal business in Adare which in later years 
became the property of their nephew, the late 
Mr. Jack Smith. The Norman grave at Holy 
Trinity Church, Rathkeale shows: 

Henry Norman died 24/2/1884 
Ellen Latchford Norman died 22/6/1871 
Henry William Norman died 26/8/1886 
Mary Norman died 29/6/1909 
Edward Patrick Norman, M.D. died 22/5/1904 
James Henry Norman died 24/1/1922 
Alfred Norman, L.L.D. died 31/12/1924 
Hannah Norman died 25/12/1933 

John Southwell Brown was a descendant of 
the Southwell family of Mount Southwell, 
Rath.keale. The Southwell family had taken 
over the Desmond lands. They also brought 
the Palatine refugee families to Co. Limerick 
and settled them on lands in the Rathkeale 
area. 

The Norman premises on the Main St. have 
been reconstructed and refurbished as a mod
ern supermarket. Great credit is due to all 
concerned for preserving the original front 
elevation as it is considered by architects an 
excellent example of Victorian architecture. 

The Henry Norman cheval mirror was pur
chased by the Kilkenny Castle authorities 
and is now on display in the museum at 
Kilkenny Castle. Miss Patricia Friel, curator 
of the museum, says she will be pleased to give 
visitors any further information she may 
gather on the provenance of the mirror. 

Yew-wood Cheval Mirror. 
The inscription on the base reads: 

Made for John Southwell Brown Esq. 
by Hcnl)' Nonnan. Cabinet Maker. Doc. 12 1835. Rathkcalc 
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TIMES PAST 
Copy of question which was placed on Dail Eireann by Deputy J ohn T. Nolan 

in February 1922 regarding Rathkeale and Newcastle West Council Audits. 
Deputy Nolan was a native of Loughill West and is bwud outside Loughill Church. 

RATHKEALE DTSTRJCT COUNCIL AUDIT 
. 

Mr. John T. Nolan asked the Minister for Local 
Government and Public Health if he is aware 
that the accounts of the Rathkeale District Coun
cil have not been audited for the years 1922, 
1923 and 1924, and if he can state what is the 
reason for the delay. 

Mr. Blythe (replying): These accounts have been 
audited to 30th September, 1922. The matter has 
been specially under my notice. Further delay 
does not appear to be excusable and if necessary 
I will dismiss the local office who is concemed. 

NEWCASTLE WEST DiSTRICT COUNCIL 
AUDIT 

Mr. John T. Nolan asked the Minister for Local 
Government and Public health if he is aware that 
the accounts of the Newcastle West District 
Council have not been audited for the years 
1992, 1923 and 1924, and if he can state what is 
the reason for the delay. 

Mr. Blythe (replying) : These accounts have not 
been submitted to the auditor in satisfactory 
form, and delay bas resulted. I am not satisfied 
proper attention has been given to their duties by 
the local officials. The matter will be specially 
looked into, and if necessary the officers respon
sible will be dismissed. 

Mr. Nolan: Will the Minister see that the ac
counts are audited before the coming Local 
Government election? 

Mr. Blythe: I wiJI speak to the Minister for Local 
Government about it. 

LAND COMMISSION ANNUITIES 

Mr. John T. Nolan asked the Minister for Lands 
and Agriculture whether he is aware that a large 
percentage of prosecutions brought by the Land 
Commission for recovery of annuities have been 
dismissed with costs against the State, on the 
grounds that the defendants were able to pro
duce their Receivable Orders stamped regularly 
up to date; whether, owing to alleged arrears, 
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Agricultural Grants are withheld from the Lim
erick County Council and if, in view of this, he 
would consider the advisability of having the 
accounts of the Land Commission investigated. 

Minister for Lands and Agriculture (Mr. Hogan): 
The number of cases in which dismisses have 
been given in proceedings for recovery of ar
rears of land purchase annuities in the County 
Limerick is so small that they may be regarded 
as negligible. As regards the western part of the 
county, in the proceedings taken during the year 
1924, there were about a half dozen dismissals, 
and appeals are pending therein, while in the 
eastern portion there was only one case de
fended out of some 1 ,000 processes issued, and 
it was "nilled". Land purchase annuities which 
are not paid in time by the parties are by law 
charged on and made good out of the Guarantee 
Fund, wbich includes the Agricultural Grant 
and, when received, the arrears are repaid to that 
fund. As regards the concluding portion of the 
question, the accounts of the Land Commission 
are audited by the Comptroller and Auditor
General. 

Mr. Nolan: If the accounts are audited how are 
all these dismisses given? 

Minister for Lands and Agriculture: It is the 
custom of some annuitants to refrain from pay
ing their land purchase annuity until they receive 
a solicitor's letter demanding payment. They 
then send the annuity to the Land Commission 
with the Receivable Order, asitis too late to send 
it to the bank. The Land Commission receipt the 
Receivable Order and return it to the payer, who 
is informed that he must pay the costs. He does 
not pay the costs, and the solicitor goes ahead 
and takes out a decree. 

Mr. Nolan: Why are the dismisses given with 
costs? The cases I referred to are cases where 
they had the annuities paid before the instalment 
became actually due. 

Minister for Lands and Agriculture: There were 
six cases of dismisses out of 2,000 processes in 
County Limerick and these six cases are subject 
to appeal 

• 
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I THE ABRAHAM TEAM ("Shannon Meat Gazette" I 
Around the tum of the last century 
interest in hurling and football as a 
sport gained considerable momen
tum. The eloquence of the phrases 
used to express the bravery and 
prowess of the deeds of the sports
men of those days leave this gen
eration in no doubt but that they 
were men apan. 

Rathkeale hurlers were active 
during the closing years of the last 
century. Home and away were 
very much in vogue during this 
period and we find the Rathkeale 
lads crossing camans with the 
famous· Bruff, Caherlinc, Ballin
garry, KilfinnyandiGifinaneclubs 
emerging from the field nearly in 
all cases victOrious. 

IGifinane won the All-Ireland on 
July9, J899atThurles. They were 
presen ted with the Croke Cup on 
that occasion in the presence of 
Dr. Croke, Archbishop of Cashel 
and patron of the G.A.A. That 
year Rathkeale played them at 
Ballyagran in thecoumysemi-final 
and were only beaten by a solitary 
score. The team on that occasion 
was captained by Jim Kelly. 

Shortly afterwards, the tide of 
emigration began to take a heavy 
toll in the area and several of 
Rathkeale's stalwans crossed the 
Atlantic and made their home in 
the land of the "stars and stripes", 
greatly weakening their team. 
However, in the year of 1899 the 
dying embers were once again 
fanned by BiJI Sheahan. In a very 
short time he placed the old team 
to its original standing. In this 
work he was ably assisted by other 
great workers in M ick Madigan, 
Ned Kennedy, Gerald ScuUy, 
Paddy and Eddie Flaherty. 

Bill Sheahan was selected on the 
Limerick hurling team to play 
Kerry in the opening round of the 
All -Ireland Championship, ftxed 
for Tra lee on October 13. 1901. 
He had as colleagues on that occa
sion three members of the victori
ous 1897 team· J. Reidy. J. Cat· 
threll (Ballingarry) and J. Flood 

(Cahcrline). Also on the side was 
'Tyler' Mackey who was wearing 
the Limerick jersey for the first 
time. Limerick were victorious on 
that occasion. 

Rathkeale reached the county fi. 
nal of 1900 in senior hurling. This 
was played at the Market's Field 
on December 8, 190 I. Their op
ponents were Sallymount, a very 
strong team at that period. It was 
a big surprise when the Rathkeale 
lads came out on top 2-4 tO 0-3. 
The result was disputed and much 
to the general surprise the County 
Board ordered the game to be 
replayed. More of the Rathkeale 
players had left by the time this 
took place and they were beaten. 

. 
The club faced a lean spell after 
this and they went out in the open
ing round of the foUowing year's 
Championship when Ki !finny beat 
them 1-4 to0-4 at Ballingarry after 
a very hard fought encounter. With 
that game passed the bulk of the 
old Abraham terun. For decades 
afterwards their fame was handed 
down in verse. 

There's none of you 
but must have heard, 
Of the boys of the Abraham team, 
ll's been often told in story, 
ll's been sung in poet's theme. 
They ha1•e played aU Erin over, 
By her mountain, dale and stream, 
They've won honour ,fame and glory, 
Did those lads of the Abraham team. 

When championships 
each year came round, 
Their title they'd defend, 
You'd hear them cry-yes, we will go, 
We'll meet them,Joe or friend. 
They'd never whine lilce cowards, 
Nor keep up row or spuen, 
They'd Strike with miglltf 
or Rathkeale's right, 
Would those lads of the 
Abraham team. 

Their followers were many, 
All around the country side, 
They were grey /wired men 
and women, 
They were blushing youths 
and brides, 
Every lad and lass admired them, 
From Adare w Ballysteen, 

When ere they'd pass w 
ith gal/am dash, 
Those lads of the Abraham team. 

Their bac«rs were 
more staunch and t~, 
Than stood on Vinegar Hill, 
They were Tom Markham, 
Labourers' Chief, 
Amt Dawson, Wilton's King. 
From Reens the Gearys 
would come in, 
They'd loud and madly scream, 
Hold tight, ye're going t 
o win the day, 
Bold lad~· of the Abraham team. 

Our captain was Bill Sheahan, 
The bravest of the brave, 
Wlw'dftgiU ourright wiJh lionmigllt, 
And never be dismayed. 
He'd give his orders out aloud, 
And the line would madly scream, 
Three cheers for Bill, 
today he'll win, 
With Ills boys of the Abraham team. 

Ned Kemredy was our forward, 
And poor old Scully, too, 
Who'd splash aJ balls like ligfrtning, 
The net to put them through. 
Backed up by Quin (JJid Griffin, 
From wings both uft and right, 
Who'd sumd liM stalwarts 
unassailed, 
No ma/ler by what might. 

In the centre was Jack Kirby, 
And big Mick Keating fine, 
MickMadigan and Paddy Gilburns, 
Beside llrem on each line. 
When we would get a loose ball, 
Mke deers we'd run you bet, 
We'd nose it up, draw left or rlglrl, 
To land it towards the net. 

Bill Costelloe and 
Bill Hanrahan helped, 
To charge when we were pressed, 
Assisted by Joe Connors, 
Who now plays with tire blest. 
At their back was Pat and Eddie, 
Like a steel or concrete wall, 
In our goals was poor Jack Murray, 
Who could stop a cannon's ball. 

We used /rave Noluy Casey, 
Who would play where ere he liked, 
Dick Nauglrlon a1UI Jim Connors, 
Wlro came itr from famed 
Reens Pike. 
Big Jim MurrayandTom Donoghue, 
Who would f/aJter aU they'dfall, 
And last, but no/the least of us, 
Our ring wing back, Dox Wall. 
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Rathkeale 
Community Games 

Rathkeale first participated 
in Community Games in 
197 3, shortly after the 
founding of the 
Community Council. 

The late Colum Mooney 
who, at that time, was on 
the National Executive 
took on the task of 
spreading the Games 
gospel to the rural areas of 
County Limerick and 
Rathkeale has the singular 
distinction of being the first 
such area to affiliate. 

' 

The original committee 
formed had Jack O'Dwyer 
as Chairman and Eithne 
Neville as Secretary and, in 
the first year, there were 
entries in Gaelic Football, 
Hurling, Soccer and 
Camogie and, of course, 
Athletics. The first team 
success came in 1975 
when our footballers won 
the county final, only to 
lose to Kerry in the Munster 
final in Tralee. In those 
early years other successes 
were achieved by Tom 
White at county Athletic 
level and Michael Meade 
who took silver at the Na
tional Finals in Mosney. 
Barry Dillon, David O'Brien 
and Patrick McCarthy 
were others who brought 
honour to the town by 
winning medals at Mosney. 

Our Volleyball team (in a 
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sport up to then unknown 
to most) was unfortunate 
to lose a Munster final to 
Waterford in 1979 while the 
girls who were part of the 
activities from the start 
reached the Munster final 
in Dungarvan in 1978 in 
Camogie. 

During those years of the 
1970s, Community Games 
went from success to 
success in Rathkeale and 
at county level. This was 
well recognised when, tor 
the very first time, the 
county Track and Field 
finals were assigned to 
Rathkeale in 1982. This was 
the high point of our 
involvement up to that 
time and the event was an 
unqualified success. To 
add further glitter to the 
occasion, four athletes 
qualified for National finals: 
Suzanne Lyons, John 
Woulfe. Paul Lynch and T. 
J. Riordan a ll acquitted 
themselves and their 
community very proudly in 
Mosney. 

The first phase of the 
Games development 
ended in 1984 when the 
committee was reformed 
and Michael McNamara 
took over as Chairman. 

In 1984 Rathkeale entered 
the Variety Competit ion 
with a show entitled 

·summer Holiday''. With 
some misgivings we 
headed for Kilfinane. We 
were pleasant ly surprised 
on the occasion when we 
received b ronze medals. 
John Geoghegan and 
John O'Sullivan proved to 
be two stalwart gondoliers, 
while Davy Hayes charmed 
every senorita with h is 
c oncertina! 

In the following years, we 
took silver and bronze 
medals at county level with 
shows entitled 'Up w ith 
People', 'Anything Goes· 
a nd 'Bits and Pieces'. But it 
was in 1987 that we finally 
achieved gold medals and 
we were on our way to the 
National finals In Mosney 
with our show 'Join the 
Circus·. Mosney was a 
wonderful experience for 
us and we got into the final 
six - something whic h had 
not been ac hieved 
previously by a Limerick 
team. 

On that occasion. 
Gera ld ine Naughton 
proved to be a n excellent 
ringmaster. Tina Supple 
and Noreen O'Dea 
entertained us w ith 'Simon 
Smith and his Dancing 
Bear', Ca itriona O'Kelly 
pulled out all the stops with 
'Puppet on a String· while 
Joan Curtin was, as always, 
excellent on the piano 
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accordion. ihe 
Beggorman· was brilliantly 
performed by Deirdre 
O'Toole and lighftooted 
Sandra White gave a 
superb display of Irish 
dancing. Trumpeters Paul 
and Triono Fitzgerald and 
drummer Seamus O'Kelly 
opened the show, while 
feats of great strength 
were performed by Gerard 
Dinnoge and John Supple. 

On occasions, when we 
wonder down memory 
lone, or when we hear a 
tune on the radio, we 
recall the boys and girls 
who took part in the 
various shows and we 
hope that they too hove 
p leasant memories of 
those years. Who knows -
perhaps some of them. in 
the very near future, will 
revive the Variety Show 
andtaketheroodto 
Mosney once more. Team 
managers during this 
period were Agnes 
Geoghegan, Mary 
Morrissey, Nancy Markham 
and Mary O'Kelly. 

SOCCER 
Rothkeole Community 
Gomes and the game of 
soccer go very much hand 
in hand. The parish of 
Rothkeole has participated 
in the Community Games 
Soccer since the 
mid-1970s. This Community 
Games discipline caters for 
U/12 and younger. thus we 
ore now having a second 
generation wearing the 
Rothkeale colours. 

I om delighted to recall 
that Rathkeale have 

travelled to nearly every 
village and town to pit their 
talents against the locals 
and playing, I would like to 
think, in the true spirit of the 
Community Gomes and 
.equally important, making 
many friends on our travels. 
This Iotter point embodies 
all that is good in sport. 

Rathkeale's young soccer 
players, as well as taking 
part, hove met with much 
success at county level. 
We hove token silver, 
bronze and certificates 
each on a number of 
occasions. 

In 1988. otter many gallant 
efforts. we captured the 
prized gold medals. Never 
before was a medal 
appreciated as much by 
Rothkeole soccer mentors. 
In the county final we 
defeated Regional 2- l with 
all goals being scored by 
Anthony Vereker and Mike 
Woulfe. For the record, our 
team on that historical 
occasion was: Barry 
Doherty, Brion Geary, 
Kenny Hogan, Paddy 
Flaherty, Kieran Duggan, 
Mike Woulfe. John 
Guinane, Anthony Vereker, 
Noel McNamara. Nigel 
Gallagher. Reserves: Billy 
Dunne, Paul Dunne, Peter 
Williams, Endo Neville and 
Michael Collins. 

Ironically, in 1988 we a lso 
won the county Gaelic 
Football gold medal U/13 
and opted to represent 
Limerick in this code. As it 
transpired. Regional were 
narrowly beaten in the 
All-Ireland final (thus it was 

very much a case of what 
might have been). 

In recent years, Rathkeale 
soccer has had 
unprecedented success in 
local and notional 
competitions. These 
achievements have 
emanated from the input 
of people at schoolboy 
and Community Games 
level. 

Most societies and parishes 
have a little core of hard 
working people who strive 
most unrelentlessly for the 
good of their community. 
In Rathkeole we are 
blessed with some 
outstanding individuals. 
namely John Dinnage, 
Noel White and Mary 
Nestor whose contributions 
to the Community Gomes 
activities, amongst their 
many other voluntary 
pursuits, are the real heroes 
(and their unsung equals 
throughout the length and 
breadth of Ireland) of the 
Community Gomes 
movement. 

High Jumper [)avid O'Brien 
of Rathkeale was a competitor in the 

mid 70'; 
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and John Treacy all compeud in ComnumiJy Games. 
is the last athlete in the 

For thejvsttime in history, Rathkeau affilillted a GirL~ U/13 Rounder.! team in the '93 Community Games. 
The Uam is pictured here with their Coach/Ma/IQger Michael White 

\. 
"!'he Dasher" P. J, Cronin (left) from Kilmalwck 

with Pat Sheehan from Askeawn 

Left: Pat 
Jones 
(Rathkeale) 
finishes 2nd 
in lire 1975 
Marathon 
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Left: 
Rat/lkeale 
Soccer Team-
Silver Medal Winners 
at Mosney 1986 

... 
Some of tile Ratllkeale Camogie team 

in Du11garvan in tile 70s 
Mosney 1975 - Michael Di/IQn (Rathkeale), Mary Ryan 

(Regio11al) and Mike Hanley (Rathkeale) 

THE SHANNON MBATISCANGU) RVGJIY TEAM 1978 
Back Row /.toR: James O'Grady, Julw l.ynch, Eddie De••ine, Anthony Frawley, 

Aidan PhiUips, Dew Cagney, John O'Connor, Uam Woulfe, }oltn Foley and 
Noel Hameu. Front Row/, toR: Gerry Rae/, Tom Oaly, Jolm Cu.<tello, 

J ohnny S ulli••an, Seillt Harne//, Brifln Scanlcw twd Seamus Kelly. 
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Useful Information 
Deel Views: 
Jack O'Dwyer. Tel. 069-64210 

Banks: Late opening Tuesday 

Credit Union: 
Monday: 2-4 p.m. 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Thursday: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Friday: 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. & 7.30 p.m. 
Saturday: 10 a.m. • 12 noon 

Library Opening Hours: 
Monday & Wednesday: 3 p.m. • 7 p.m. 
Tuesday: 10 a.m.- 12.30; 5 p.m.- 8 p.m. 
Thmsday: I 0 a .m. - 5 p.m. · 
Friday: 5 p.m. · 8 p.m. 

Mart: 
Tuesday: Cattle 
Wednesday: Calf & Pig 

Post Office: 
MMday-Saturday: 9 .30 a .m. - 5.30 p.m. 
Thw·sday: 9.30 a.m. • 1.30 p.m. 

Doctors: 
Dr. Lynch: Half day Thursday 
Dr. Curtin: Half day Wednesday 
Dr. Teahan: Half day Thursday 

Dentist: 
M.G. Brosnan, Thomas St 

St. Ma•·y's Church Masses: 

Holy Trin ity Church: 
Sunday Service 8.30 a.m. and 1 I a.m. 

Embury Heck Church, Ballingrane: 
Sunday Service 10.30 a.m. 

Piano Lessons: Louise Muckell, Roche's Road 

Festival Show: Mrs. Ann O'Connell 

Community Counci l Monthly Meeting: 
First Monday 8.30 p.m. Secretary: Brid Guinane 

Boxing Club: Secretary - John Jones 

Red Cross: Secretary • Mrs. Mary Sheahan 

St. Vincent de Paul: 
J. Dunleavy. Meeting altemate Mondays 

I.C.A. 
Secretary - Mrs. Maura Mooney. 2nd Thursday 

Sports Complex: MI. O'Kane. Tel. 069-64622 

Bridge Club: Mrs. Phil Ruttle. Every Tuesday 

G.A.A.: Jack Daly, Hon. Secretary 

Soccer - J uveni1e: Sean Harnett 

Abrahams Golf Society: N. Harnett, Hon. Sec. 

Scout Cubs: Thursdays. Youth Centre 

Saturday 8 p.m. Sunday 8.30 a.m. 10 a.m. I 1.30 a.m. Community Hall: Tel. 069-64908 

ANYONE WHO WISHES TO BE INCLUDED PLEASE CONTACT EDITOR 

ADVERTISERS 
"DEEL VIEWS" would welcome new advertisers. 
We sell approx. 600 copies of each issue and our 
readership is almost 3,000. Our rates are £20 for 

this space and pro rata for larger or smaller. 

Next issue to printers: 15th March, 1994 
Pitz.,·imt>ns Printer . .; (069) 76126/76231 
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