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At time of writing the strike at Shannon Meats 

enters its ninth week. This is an extremely 
d i5tressing si tua lion for the two hundred or so 
employees and their families. It is also having 
n mqst serious effect on the community of 
Rathkeale in general. One of the saddest and 
most disappointing aspects of the dispute is the 
noticeable lack of interest by the media - apart 
from one front page headline in the local paper. 
Wedo notknowwhy this is so. Could it be that, 
from the management point of view, Shannon 
Meats and Rathkealeare not of any significance 
in their overall interests and, consequently, there 
is no incentive to negotiate or settle the dispute? 

One thing is certainly borne out, by experi

ences of other s trikes, public opinion has a huge 
part to p lay in such matters. The media in its 
turn is vi tally necessary in fo~tcring such pub! ic 
opinion ami it is our hope th,H all th<' i ~su C>s 

involved will be debated in :.orne :-uch forum 
assoon as possible . 

• 

M eanwhile the strikers deserve community 

support, financial and otherwise, to cope with 
the hardship they are undergoing in recent 
weeks. 

********** 

The next issue of "DEEL VIEWS" will be going 

to the printers on 13th July and, once again, we 
appeal to our readers for any items of interest 

. that we might publish. 

The magazine is produced by the Comm~nity 
Council and is for the community - to appreci
ate or criticize as they wish. We welcome all 
contributions whether from the pastor on mat
ters of currC>nt intere~t. Some of our younger 
rl':ld L•rs, p.1rticulnrly, migh t consider writing 
for public.,tion in "DEEI. VIEWS". 

TAKEN IN THE 30's. 
Marie Keegan, MI. McNamara (The Square), Guess Who? (Answer ltL,fllr /~11 ~ Cmll'r) Sm11it Mulcahy,J>hvltt kn:~nn 

Front Cover: Christopher Sparling (Watchm,\k(•t) Rnthkl•ale. Circa 1910 
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IRISH PALATINE ASSOCATION,"NEWS 
.. _ .. • 0 ' ; · ·- _,ij-:;::; -.. -- ... .. ' ' . ..-~< . . . t';-' ' '' ' -'- _,-· '- ~ '~:;: 

On Saturday 31st of March Professor Vogel and his wife of 
West Germany paid a visit to Rathkeale to meet with the 
Irish Palatine Association and to see c: number of locations 
and Items of Palatine lntere:rt. Professor Vogel lectures at 
tho! University of Trltr In We~ Germany and Is chief 
eJ:ecullve of a saml state company similar to Shannon 
Development In Ireland. Both he and his wife, who reside 
In the Palatinate area of West Germany, were the guests of 
John Quinn of the Ballyhoura Fallte Soclaty of Kllfinane 
and have been In Ireland on a number of occasions forging 
links tnat should ba of mutual Interest to County Limerick 
and the Ptall of West Germany. 

ttllflnane ha!: close tl~s \Yith the Pc:latlnes of Rathkeaie, as 
a number ol the descendants of the original settlers later 
settled In Kllflnane, Ballyorgan and Glenosheen,and have 
left their names to a number of land marks In those areas. 

Prot~ssor Vogel presented the chairman cf the Irish Pala
tine A3soclatlon, Austen Bovenizer, with a copy of "Pflllzer 
In lrland" (Palatines In Ireland) by ROdlger Renzlng of the 
Institute for Palatine History and Culture In Germany. 

we are currently preparing the room turnlshed by Rathkeale 
Community Council as an Information centre lor the forth· 
c.>mlng tourist sea!Wn. HIs planned to stall the centre and 
have It open daily throughout the summer months. Tourist 
Information offices throughout the country will be made 
aware of Its existence and It will be advertised In a number 
of newspapers, brochures and leaflets. 

We will also be preparing a number of photographs and 
graphics to travel to Hohenlohe, West Germany, as part of 
an exhibition being mounted by Limerick County Council 
In connection with the Limerick County Councii/Hohenlo· 
hekrels partnership. 

Following Is a draft ol the Irish Palatine Assor.latlon lntro· 
ductory laatlet which has recently been Issued and Is 
being Included In any correspondence the Association 
sends out: 

Since Its Inception In Marr.h 1989 the Irish Palatine Asso
ciation has been exploring lines of activity which might 
best promote all aspects of the Irish Palatine heritage. 

It was decided to base the Association In Rathkeale, the 
premier town of the Irish Palatines, because of Its proxlm· 
lty to the three parent colonies of Balllngrane, Courtmatrlx 
and Kllleheen, \¥here the largest number of Palatines 
settled and where their descendants still reside today, 
many on their original settlements. 

The alms and objectives of the 
IRISii PALATINE ASSOCIATION are as follows: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Palatine families and their descendants. 
To collect and preserve original documents, photo 
graphs and memorabilia relating to Palatine families 
and to act as trustees of such material for posterity. 
The establishment of a purpose built centre housing 
an exhibition and archive, with a database bureau 
containing records to assist descendants research 
their families. 
To make contact and develop links with descendants 
of Palatines everywhere. 
To signpost and Identify sites associated with the 
Irish Palatine story. 
To produce an Introductory booklet which would give 
a brief history of the Palatines and show a map of 
settlements In Counties Limerick, Tipperary and Kerry. 

Some of the Association's involvements to date Include a 
conducted tour, an Illustrated lecture and Dr. Patrick 
O'Connor's book "People Make Places • the story of the 
Irish Palatines" which was launched by the President of 
Ireland, Dr. Patrick Hillery. All events were very success
ful and well supported by the Palatine community, the 
people of Rathkeale, dignitaries and representatives of 
public bodies Involved In our project 

Presently the Association Is Involved In the preparation of 
a room supplied by Rathkeale Community Council to 
house a small Palatine exhibition and act as an Informa
tion centre to visitors during the forthcoming tourist sea
sons. 

It Is planned that this room should be the pilot project for 
the larger Palatine Heritage Centre for which the AssocJa. 
tlon will continue to work with the help of Shannon Devel· 
opment and Limerick County Council over the next num· 
ber of years. 

There Is much work to be done In portraying the Irish 
Palatine experience, as an Important part of Irish history 
from the eighteenth century. 

We would ask anyone who wishes to make a donation of 
money or articles, give Information or loan any Items such 
as photographs, documents or books to contact the Asso· 
elation. It would be envisaged to photographically copy 
loaned material for our archives before returning. All 
materials will be handled expertly and returned with all due 
care. 

Annual contribution to the Association costs IR£10. As a 
member you will be kept up to date on our activities and 
will be made aware of Information, photographs and ar· 
tlcles available that may be of Interest to you via a regular 
news bulletin. A Genealogical Research Service Is also 
being offered. 
TM Irish Palatine Assoclstion may bf reached at: Tile Irish 

• To encourage and develop a sense of ldentlly among Palatine Information Centre, Rathkeale, Co. L/mettclc. 
Llmer~ck Ctty and County L1b<ary 

miiWmiWIDinllll ii1~QIIIftl~ 
~ ncm 00789212 s 



COMMUNITY ALERT 
A PROJECT INVOLVING NEIGHBOURLY CO-OPERATION IN RURAL AREAS 
(Developed by Muintir na Tire for the protection of the elderly in co-operation with the Garda SfocMna) 

Old age should be a time of pleasure and content
ment. It should be a stage in life when one can enjoy 
one's later years with family and friends. The right 
to live, shop and go visiting are privileges to which 
all citizens aro entitled. 

Recent events have soon a vory sorlous decline In 
respect lor tho aged. They havo bocomo increas 
ingly the target lor criminal attack and robbery. With 
advancing years. slowing physical reflexes and 
their trusting nature, the aged are being increas
ingly exploited by con-men, robbers and thieves. 

The Garda Siochana is determined to provide the 
maximum possible level of protection for the elderly 
in our society. To achieve this aim it is essential to 
have lull co-operation from every citizen in the 
prevention of crime. 

WHAT IS COMMUNITY ALERT ? 
A project organised by voluntary community groups 
in association with the Gardai and aimed at pre
venting attacks on the elderly in rural areas. 

WHAT DOES THE PROJECT INVOLVE? 
1. Taking measures to reassure the elderly 

and to allay their fears. 

2. Giving them advice and guidance on crime 
prevention measures and on security 
procedures. 

3. Providing the elderly with means of 
communicating details of unusual persons, 
happenings and/or vehicles to the Garda! or of 
any other matter which may occur in the vicin ity 
of their homes. 

HOW DOES ONE GO ABOUT SET-TING UP A 
PROJECT? 
The first step is for one of the participating organisa
tions - Muintir na Tire, I.C.A., -I.F.A., G.A.A., 
I.C.M.S.A., Macra na Feirme, Foroige - to call a 
public meeting to which the Gardaf, including the 
local Crime Prevention Officer, would be invited. 

Responsible persons at the meeting are selected to 
set about the task of identifying elderly people at risk 
and listing them. Having identified the persons who 
are vulnerable the meeting then nominates "adopt
ers" in respect of each person identified. 

"Adopters• call regularly on the persons to wliom 
they are assigned and reassure them that assis
tance would be immediately forthcoming in the 
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event of an emergency. 

Where possible, local Garda! should introduce the 
"adopter· and render advice on security devices 
and procedures with particular emphasis on the 
dangers of keeping large amounts of money in the 
house. In addition, special stress would be laid on 
tho necessity to take full descriptions of strangers 
and their vehicles and to bring such details to the 
immediate attention of a responsible neighbour. 

Clearly distinguishable signs can be displayed in 
areqs where the project is operational. These 
measures would serve as a deterrent to a criminal 
who might intend to commit an attack on an elderly 
person. 

The following security suggestions lor elderly should 
be studied and practised by them in their ordinary 
daily affairs. To do so will result in a safer, happier 
and more relaxed way of life for all elderly persons. 

IN THE HOUSE 
1 . Front doors and rear doors should be fitted with 

good quality 5 lever mortice dead locks. All 
windows should be fitted with good safety 
catches. 

2. Never leave your door unlocked, an open door 
is an Invitation to thieves. Rear doors and 
windows should always be closed securely 
when speaking with unknown callers at the 
front door. 

3. Fit a strong door chain to both the front and 
back doors and use it at all times. A chain will 
let you open the door a few inches to see the 
caller before admitting him. 

4. Door viewers are also useful for seeing callers 
before the door is opened. 

5. Take special care of your door k!lys. Never 
hide them outside the house in what might 
appear to you to be safe places. 

6. Keys should always be turned in locks avon 
when In the house. If you lose a key, the lock 
should be changed immediat ... ly. 

7. Never give any personal information 
concerning yourself or neighbours to strangers 
who may call or telephone you. 

8. When strangers call to your homo, toke a full 



duncrlptlon ot thom, their cars and any other 
nollcoablo loaturos about them. Remember, 
by doing so, your actions could lead to their 
rdcntilication by Gardai and perhaps to the 
solution of serious crimes. 

9. Persons claiming to be inspectors, or any other 
kind of official, should always be asked to 
produce identification before being admitted. If 
in any doubt, refuse entry and take steps to 
contact a neighbour or the Gardai. 

1 0 . If a forced entry is in progress take immediat.e 
steps to call for help. You should not hesitate 
to shout. scream, use a hooter/Whistle or any 
other means by which the alarm may be raised. 

11. If you do not have a telephone, you should 
make arrangements for a system of signals to 
indicate when you are in need of help. 

12. Keep the minimum amount of money and 
valuables in your home. Never leave such 
items exposed to public view within the house. 
Surplus cash/valuables can be deposited for 
safe keeping in banks or other financial 
institutions. 

13. Keep the telephone number of the nearest 24-
hour Garda Station handy in case of 
emergency. An extension to your bedroom will 
assist in raising an early alarm. 

14. In appropriate cases, consideration should be 
given to the use of a special telephone alarm 
system which can be programmed to transmit 
a distress signal to the telephone of selected 
persons by pressing a button. 

15. It is advisable to keep a list of the serial 
numbers/markings of all valuables in your home 
and, if possible, you should arrange for the use 
of the Garda Property Marking Scheme. 

OUTSIDE THE HOUSE 
1. Good lighting Inside and outside your house 

wHI grea~ty assist in preventing an intrusion. 
Trme swrtches can be utilised to provide for cut
off in summer time when dawn breaks. 

2. When you return home, especially at night, 
check for sound, lights or other indications of 
intrusion. If something appears wrong, do not 
enter but go to your neighbour for help and, if 
necessary, call the Gardai. 

3. Never carry more cash on your person than 
you require. Women should always take the 
greatest care of their handbags when carrying 
cash or valuables. 

(Issued by The Garda Sfoch8na. Community Relations 
Section, Phoenix Parle, Dublin 8) 
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ABRAHAMS GOLFING SOCIETY 

The Annual General Meeting was held on Friday. 
23rd February in Rothkeale House. A very successful 
year was reported on by outgoing Captain. Uno 
Finn. 

Officers elected for 1990 were: 

President 
Captain 
Vice-Captain 
Han. Secretory 
Han. Treasurer 
Committee: 

Michael Noonan 
Patsy 0 Sullivan 
Tadgh O'Connor 
Jack O'Owyer 
MauriCe Noonan 
Una Finn (ex officio). 
Pat Neville. Irene Donovan 

The Society has been discussing for some time the 
purchase of land for a golf course. Since Christmas 
a number of meetings have been held. particularly 
w~h Shannon Development. and certainly there Is 
no lack of either financial or moral support for the 
project. A small sub-committee hasenteredintone
gotiotions with o number of landowners but prog
ress has been slow. However. we will continue our 
efforts during the coming year. 

The Society has its full complement ofsix1y members 
at present and a waiting list of seven or eight appli
cants. 

At our opening outing in Killarney on Saturday. 31st 
March a most successful event was run off very 
smoothly. The weather could not have been kinder. 
A total of forty-one played on the day and the prize 
winners were as follows: 

Overall 
Gents 

Ladies 

Jack O'Owyer 
1st- Pot Ahem 
2nd - Michael Noonan 
3rd - Pat Neville 
1st- Geraldine Horgan 
2nd - Nora Dwone 

Our next outing tokes place to Chorleville Gold Club 
on Friday. 18th May with the tee reserved from 3.45 
p.m. to 5.45 pm. All who con ore asked to come 
early and so ovoid congestion near the end. 

' 
Other outings hove been arranged os follows: 

Dooks 
Killarney 
Adore <Captains Prize) 
Ennis 
Chorfeville 

17th July 
11th August 
1st September 
20th October 
8th December 

It Is a lso proposed to hove the usual informal events 
in Adore and Newcastle West on dates yet to be 
finalised. 

Golfers of the Year - 1989 were John Young and 
Mary O'Sullivan. 
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As we await the final report from the Limerick 
County Council on the investigation Into the prob
lems of Rathkeale. I have been looking at the 
benefits of an Urban Renewal Scheme for the town. 
I am convinced that a serious look must be given by 
the authorities at introducing such a Scheme. The 
benefits under the Scheme will encourage develop
ment. improve the appearance, and attract people 
to live In the town. A case can be made that, be
cause of the withdrawal of property from both com
mercial and domestic use. the deterioration as a 
result of these remaining vacant for long periods of 
the year, and the lack of maintenance by the pur
chasers, a special case can be made for the inclu
sion of the town in an Urban Renewal Scheme. 
Such a Scheme will create an incentive to return 
these properties to their commercial use. 

At present there are fifteen cities and towns desig
nated for grants under the Scheme. The Govern
ment has decided to extend the Scheme and al
ready accepted by them for inclusion are Ballina, 
Bray, Carlow, Clonmel. Drogheda, Ennis. Portlao
ise and Longford. 

Benefits under the Scheme which will encourage 
development In the town are as follows: 

PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT TAX INCENTIVES 

Property developers investing in the construction/ 
re-construction of properties are elig ible for tax 
incentives. Rates relief would apply as follows: 

(a) A full remission of rates tor 10 years in relation 
to new buildings. 
(b) A full remission of rates for 10 years on the 
increase in valuation of buildings which are en
larged or improved. , 

At present, commercial buildings are rated and 
buildings which are improved or enlarged are re
rated and the rates increased. This would not apply 
for 10 years under the Scheme. 

CAPITAL ALLOWANCES FOR COMMERCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

Allowances would be provided by way of.100% tax 
wri te-off of capital expenditure incurred on com
mercial buildings and structures. These are build
ings used for the purpose of carrying out any trade, 
profession, business, or other undertakings. An ex-
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ample of these buildings are: offices, shops, bars. 
etc. The 100% allowance in the case of an owner
occupier may take the form of free depreciation of 
100% of qualifying capital expenditure when the 
buildings or structure is in use, or by way of an initial 
allowance of 50% when expenditure is incurred, 
and annual allowance of 4% when the building or 
structure Is in use. For buildings which are leased, 
the 100% write-off would take the form of an initial 
allowance of 50% and annual allowance of 4%. 

DOUBLE RENT ALLOWANCE GRANT AGAINST 
. TRADING INCOME 

There are allowances for the first1 0 years of each 
new rental agreement for premises which are newly 
constructed or refurbished. This will mean that 
each £100 in rent will be tax-relieved as if it were 
£200. 

These incentives would attract investments to 
Rathkeale and would encourage present owners to 
refurbish their premises. It would also encourage 
the sale of premises which are not in commercial 
use at present but which are used as stores. It 
would also increase the values of the property In the 
designated area, and thereby encourage the sale 
and return of them to commercial use. 

INCOME TAX ALLOWANCES FOR OWNER 
OCCUPIER DWELLINGS 

There is an allowance against income tax to en
courage the building of houses or flats for owner
occupation. This allowance is 50% of the net con
struction cost of a house (exclusive of site costs and 
grants). This would be available by way of an 
allowance of 5% per annum for ten years to the first 
owner-occupier of a new house which is used solely 
as a dwell ing by the owner-occupier. Similar circum
stances would apply in the case of owner-occupiers 
of reconstructed dwellings. 

A meeting took place in early March with an execu
tive from Shannon Development on the proposal. 
Present were members of the Community Council 
and the Chamber of Commerce. Shannon Devel
opment are of the view that, because of tho present 
circumstances in Rathkeale, a special case can be 
made and there is merit in the proposal to include 
Rathkeale in the Scheme. Caution was expressed 
that a full investigation should be made of the 
implications of the Scheme be foro tho final propos-



[lin ww u made. It was suggostod that a Committee, 
oompilslng of Shannon Development and Limerick 
County Council. should investigate the proposals. 
Initial contact has been made with the County 
Manager by Councillor John and Griffin and I to this 
end. Further discussions are proposed with him to 
expedite the investigation into the Scheme. 

I believe that the result of an Urban Renewal Pro
gramme for Rathkeale would be to attract people 
into the town to construct commercial and domestic 
dwellings. It will also encourage occupiers to refur
bish their dwellings and improve the appearance of 
the town. A case can be made that such incentives 
will encourage the travellers to sell off their proper
ties at enhance the value. If, on the other hand, they 
decide to avail of such tax incentives the result 
would probably be that they would lease their prem
ises for commercial activity and thereby return them 
to their original use. The concessions on owner
occupier dwellings would make Rathkeale very 
attractive for residential development and thereby 
attract people to live in the town. 

Rathkeale has had many set-backs over the years, 
with the loss of many important services in the town. 
We often complain that the authorities are not 
serious in retaining Rathkeale as one of the key 
towns in the County, that its position is under threat. 
There is plenty of evidence that this is the case. 1 
hope that, if my proposals receive consideration 
and are deemed to be of benefit to the town, th is will 
reverse this trend, thatthe introduction ofthe Scheme 
will compliment the excellent work of the Commu
nity Council, the Chamber of Commerce and other 
voluntary bodies in Rathkeale. 

While it is not a panacea for all the difficulties facing 
the town, it would play an important part in improv
ing the appearance and image, and start the proc
ess of returning Rathkeale to its former place as the 
premier town in the County. I welcome the views of 
any interested parties to the proposal. 

I wish all your readers a very happy Easter. 

t 
:Fitzgera{c{ 

The family of Johny, late of Elm-hill, Ardagh and 

Delaware U.S.A. thank all those who sent 

messages of sympathy or assisted in any way. 

Mass has been offered for the intentions of all. 
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FROM 'DEEL VIEWS 1980' 

PRESENTATION TO. 
BUNNY CARR 

During the 'Going Strong' programme, which was screened 
some time ago, in which the Rathkeale Senior Citizens 
performed so excellently, a plaque was presented to 
Bunny Carr by Mr. & Mrs. Foster. This was no ordinary 
plaque. The idea had come from Maurice Foster who was 
anxious that something with a Rathkeale 'flavour' would 
be presented during the programme. Having consulted 
Mr. Robert Cussen, the noted amateur historian, a verse 
from "The Tenant League", written on parchment and 
enclosed in a frame, was produced. The design work was 
done by Austin Bovenizer of Reens. 

The "Tenant League' was one of the most popular ballads 
of Archdeacon Michael Fitzgerald (1788-1863) who was 
appointed Parish Priest of Rathkeale in 1848, the year of 
the Rising at Ballingarry under Smith O'Brien and three 
years after the Great Famine. 

Archdeacon Fitzgerald was a strong champion of the 
oppressed people of his time and was also a very close 
friend of Charles Gavan Duffy, founder of "The Nation" 
and many years later Prime Minister of Victoria. Out ofthe 
policies pursued by this paper came the Tenant League 
Movement and the Archdeacon helped in every way to 
increase its membership. He wrote League ballads and 
had them distributed. They were sung at street fairs and 
markets where people quickly caught their meaning. One 
must remember that, at that time, very few could read or 
write so the ballad was a po()ular method of transmitting 
propaganda and raising the spirits of the people. It is worth 
noting that the authorities of the day thought that the 
Archdeacon's writings were so dangerous that he was 
tried for treason at the Court in Rathkeale. He was 
acquitted. 

The stanza on the plaque was the second of twenty-nine 
and was follows: 

"For the Tenant League stand, 
Head its manly array, 
Like Bell , Ennis, Cahill, 
And honest Tom Shea. 
And those true hearted clergy, 
From Down to Rathkeale, 
Who feel for the sons 
Of lost Grainne Mhaol". 

• 



COUNT'Y COUNCIL NEWS 

HOUSING 
Limerick County Council received an allocation of 
£815,000 for provision of housing in the entire 
County of Limerick. Deducting money on housing 
under construction, the number of houses Limerick 
County Council will be able to start or purchase this 
year is32. The only good feature on this story is that 
the authority to purchase is mentioned for the first 
time as a general method of providing houses. I 
have long ago asked that this permission be given 
as. in Rathkeale, it could have been used to pur
chase houses and prevent the decay that has taken 
place due to houses being used for a purpose other 
than what they were built for. 

Rathkeale is top of the list of need for family type 
houses as published by Limerick County Council . 
We need in all 27 houses in Rathkeale -we will be 
lucky to get 10. 

There is a Scheme of Assistance to non-profit 
voluntary organisations providing housing accom· 
modation for elderly and other disadvantaged per
sons where up to 95% of the total cost of a house is 
provided by the State. The Council will supply the 
balance (site). Rathkeale had better look at this 
Scheme urgently. 

GERMAN CONNECTION 
Limerick County Council, In partnership with 
Hohenlohe County in Germany, are to have a 
"Limerick Week" in Germany in May. I hope to 
arrange that the Irish Palatine Association, with its 
HQ in Rathkeale, will take part in this venture as 
Hohenlohe County is situated between Upper and 
Lower Palatonate in Germany and will have many 
links with families who came to Rathkeale three 
hundred years ago. A display of family names, pho
tographs and records of work dating back to early 
Palatine days in Aathkeale may go on display in 
Hohenlohe County. 

SPEED RESTRICTION 
Speed ramps were discussed in Council recently 
with a view to placing some in Rathkeale town. The 
official answer was "No - they are illegal". I pointed 
out that there was a problem of traffic control and If 
ramps were illegal would the Council look at one
way traffic, creation of cul·de·sacs, lower speed 
limits, extra Garda activity and sleeping traps. They 
will come back with the answer. We need to stop the 
potential killers speeding on our streets but "Rams" 
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-John Griffin, M.C.C. 

are ugly and effect everyone, it gives the Impression 
of a siege mentality. I don't like ramps- I don't care 
for the speed merchants either. More on this later. 

THATCHED HOUSES 
(Extract from Minutes of Meeting of Tourism Com
mittee held on 24th January 1990) 

"The question of the maintenance and preservation 
of the dwindling number of thatched cottages was 
referred to by a number of Members and it was 
agreed that a resolution would be placed before the 

· council for adoption that a grant scheme be intro
duced to assist the owners of such dwellings to 
retain them in their present state". 

ROADS 
Pot-holes legal status was explained by Mr. Leahy, 
solrs. Limerick County Council. A Local Authority 
could be held liable in the event of an accident 
occurring if it carried out its dulles negligently 
(Misfeasance). However, a Local Authority could 
not normally be held liable for damage or injury 
arising from the non-performance of its duties (Non
Feasance). 

The State gave a sum of £2,260,000 for mainte
nance of regional and county roads for 1990 and the 
County Council allocated a sum of £1,791,650 from 
its own resources- giving a total of £4,051,650 for 
these roads in the current year. 

I give a list of the roads in Rathkeale Electoral Area 
that we hope to attend to. If a proper job was to be 
carried out on our roads in the County, to bring them 
up to an acceptable standard, a £25.000,000 price 
tag has been put on the work by our County Engi
neer. 

Road No. Length Cost 
Km IR£ 

702 Surtaoe dress grouted road between 
t.\Jilins' Cross and Balingall)' 0.5 

402 Surface dress grouted road and bend 
at Ralhnaseer 0.3 

702 Scarify, strengthen and reshape section of 
roadway between Mullins' Cross and Ballingarry 

402 Scarify and reshape bend at Rathnaseer 

2,500 

1,500 

5,000 

5,000 



422 Surface dress section of grouted road 
at Milllown. Croagh 0.4 2,000 

404 Surface dress grouted road 
at Ballyeawdod 0.4 1,500 

385 Surface dress grouted road between 
Rathkeare and Newbridge 0.8 4,000 

400 Surface dress sections of roadway 
at Ballyallinan South 0.5 2,500 

392 Surface dress sections of road from 
Cappagh Cross towards Rathkeale 0.75 3,500 

398 Surface dress section of road 
at Mountbrown 0.6 3,000 

394 Surface dress section of road from 
Massey's Cross towards Stoneville 0.75 2,500 

422 Scarify, strengthen and grout weak 
sections of roadway at Milltown, Croagh 5,000 

404 Scarify, strengthen and reshape 
sections of road at Ballyeawood 5,000 

401 Slrengthen sides of roadway 
at Ballywilliam South 4,500 

386 Scarify, slrengthen and grout roadway 
between Newbridge and Rathkeale 4,100 

398 Scarify, strengthen and reshape sections 
of roadway !rom Five Crosses towards Milltown 4,000 

SEWERAGE SCHEME 
Within the next few weeks advertisements should 
appear seeking tenders for the town sewerage 
scheme and work should commence later in the 
year. This work has long been promised but now at 
last it seems about to become a reality. 

BY-PASS 
The Dept. of Environment have decided that this 
project must be undertaken by contract and this will 
unfortunately create delays. However, all docu
ments are now awaiting approval and it is hoped to 
have tenders for the first phase of the work in hand 
within a few months. That will be for earthworks and 
permanent fencing. The second stage will be the 
bridge over the River Deel, followed by the actual 
road surfacing itself. 

The Industrial dispute at Shannon Meats has 
ended and work was resumed on Friday April 
6th. This is very good news and we congratu
late all concerned in reaching a successful 
conclusion to their negotiations. 
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COMMUNITY GAMES 

Rathkeale Community Games A.G.M. was held at 
theCommunityCentre, Rathkealeon Tuesday, 17th 
October, 1989. The following officials and commit
tee were elected: 

Chairman: 
Secretary: 
Treasurer: 
Committee: 

Managers: 
Soccer & Football: 
Quiz: 
Art: 
Girls Soccer: 
Athletics 

Hurling: 

Michael McNamara 
Mary Nestor 
Noel White 
Massie Woulfe, 
Anne Marie Dinnage, 
Sean Harnett, 
john Dinnage 

Sean Harnett 
john Dinnage 
Maura Doherty 
Pat Hayes 
Noel White and 
Michael McNamara 
Michael McNamara 

Our season got under way on Sunday, 25th March 
with our Under-14 Table Quiz, held at Bal/ybrown 
G.A.A. Clubhouse. A total of 26 tables took part. 
The finals, in which Rathkeale still has an interest, 
will be completed by the time "DEEL VIEWS" goes 
to print. Thefollowingare the Rathkeale team mem
bers: R6is(n Nf Ghairbh(, Sean Tadhg 0 Gairbhi, 
Antony Vereker, Edwena Lynch, Michael Hayes, 
Barry Moran. 

Interest in the Games is vibrant as witnessed by the 
variety of events in which we are competing. 

I would like to take this opportunity to appeal to 
parents and supporters for their continued interest 
for the coming year and to thank them for their past 
support. 



At the Annual Gonorol Moollng of Rathkeale G.A.A. 
Club it was decided to have a separate body to look 
after Bord na nOg attairs. The following were given 
the task tor 1990: 

Chairman: 
Secretary: 
Treasurer: 
P.R.O. 

Frank Geary 
Jerry Molyneaux 
Garda Pat Sheehan 
Jerry Molyneaux 

The following teams were affiliated: A and B Under-
12 hurling; A and B Under-14 hurting; Under-15 
hurling and Under-16 hurling; A and B Under-12 
football; A and B Under-14 football; Under-15 foot
ball and Under-16 football. 

It is great to see so many young players interested 
in our games. We have a total of 63 youths from the 
ages of 11 to 13, 34 youths from the ages of 13 to 
14, 17 youths from ages of 8 to 10. 

So far this year the turn out Is fantastic. We arrange 
a bus to travel from Rathke ale to the Gaelic Grounds 
in limerick to see the Royal Liver League game 
between Limerick and Dublin. We travelled to 
Aughrim in Wicklow to see Limerick -v- Wicklow in 
the National Football League and we travelled to 
Kilmallock to see Limerick -v- Cork and the best part 
of this was that every Sunday the bus was always 
full with a total of 65 players. 

We have played three Parish Leagues - under-12, 
under-14 and under-16. I would like to thank the 
following for sponsoring the various competitions: 

Under-12 League: 

Under-14 League: 
Under-16 League: 

Pat O'Shaughnessy, 
Crest Aluminium 
Pa Wilmott, Wilmott Bros. 
Frank Geary, Jnr. 
Insurances. 

At this stage also there are two more people I would 
like to thank. They are Tony O'Grady of Budge's 
Bar, Main Street, Rathkeale who sponsored a dozen 
hurleys and John T. Griffin who is sponsoring a set 
of trophies for the winners of the under-10 hurling 
tournament which takes place in the hurling field on 
Easter Saturday, 14th April. 
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We would sincerely like to thank the following who 
are giving so much of their free time to Bord na nOg 
affairs: Mrs. MauraO'Doherty, Mrs. Margaret Geary, 
Mrs. Bernie Molyneaux, Dinny Doherty, Michael 
Hanley, Tony O'Grady, Michael Madden, Ronnie 
Sparling, Pat Madigan, Aidan Supple. Also to those 
who are selling tickets for the dance in Croagh on 
5th May (see below for details) - Mrs. Mary Suppl&, 
Mrs. Eileen Griffin, Mrs. Nuala Collins. Miss Clara 
O'Sullivan and Sean Doherty. 

Let us hope that a genuine spirit of co-operation will 
be born with the dawn of the new season. I niake 
a special appeal to the older playing members to 
give every encouragement by advice, tuition and 
friendship to the youth of this town - the stars of 
tomorrow. 

The Club has booked the Croagh Tavern as follows: 

• Saturday, May 5th 
Music by Ann Marie & the Ferrymen. Adm. £1 .00 

• Sunday, June 3rd 
Music by Charlie Reynolds. Adm. £1.00 

These functions are to raise funds for the under -age 
teams. 

DONOVAN'S 
PHARMACY 

·RATHKEALE 

CHIROPODIST 
Miss Kathleen O'Sullivan MC.S. ch R.NM.H. 

Wednesday Morn1ngs 

Phone (069) 64145 for appointments 

OPTICIAN 
Mr. MN. Fine FA.O.I. 

attends Wednesday Afternoons 

' 



\ 

Parade 

I • 
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THE LATE MRS. HUDSON, RATHKEALE ·The much 
lamented death of Mrs l hwbeth lludson. at her resi
dence. Ptgott Arms hotel. Rathkeale after a brief illness, 
has caused widespread sympathy and regret as was 
shown by the large number of people who attended her 
funewl on Wednesday fast to the new cemetery. The 
Office and H1gh Mass were celebrated by Rev. R. J. 
Ambrose, C. C., Ardagh; Rev. F. Ambrose, C. C., Ballin
garry; Rev. J. Liston, C.C., Rathkeale, assisted by Ven. 
Archdeacon Halpin, Rev. Father Sheehy, P.P.; Rev. Fa· 
ther Kelly, P.P.; Rev. Father Hallinan, C.C.; Rev. Father 
Murphy. C.C.; Rev. Father Molony, C.C; Rev. Father 
Conway, C. C. 

EVICTIONS IN THE COUNTY - On Saturday last Mr. 
Hobson, SutrSheriff, with his bailiffs and a force of police, 
under command of Head-constable Mcloughlin, of 
Rathkeale, carried out some evictions in the county. On 
Lord Southwell's estate at Cappa, Patrick Kennedy was 
eVIcted, owing four years rent, the yearly payment being 
£10. A half year's rent was offered, but was not accepted, 
and a bailiff named Ryan was put in possession as 
caretaker. Mrs. Switzer, a widow, was evicted on the 
same estate. Theyearlyrentwas£16.16s.andfouryears 
were due, of which one was offered to the sheriff. On the 
property of the Rev. J. T. Waller a man named Lenihan 
was evicted on title. Everything passed off most peacea
bly. 

RATHKEALE BOARD OF GUARDIANS 
THE QUESTION OF AN INMATE CHANGING HER 
RELIGION 
The Rathkeale Board of Guardians, at their meeting 
yesterday, resumed the discussion on the circumstances 

' under which an inmate named Bridget Corneille changed 
her religion from Protestant to that of Roman Catholic. 
The question had engaged the attention of the Guardians 
for some weeks past, and owing to implications which 
arose between the Board and the Protestant and catholic 
chaplains the matter had developed vexations features. 
From the report of the proceedings at the last meeting, 
which appeared in the Chronicle, and from a letter which 
was published from Canon Wills, addressed to the Mun
ster News, denying the accuracy of their report of the 
proceedings on the first occasion, when the matter was 
brought under the notice of the Guardians, the Board 
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seemed to have been under the impression that the letter 
contained unfair imputations against their action in regard 
to the change of religion. From the statement which 
Canon Wills made at the meeting yesterday it is plain that 
the Guardians misinterpreted the meaning of the letter, as 
the Rev. gentleman explained he had no intention of of 
making insinuations against the Guardians, Father Liston, 
or the nuns, nor did he attach any dishonesty to the 
Guardians, as he discovered they acted legally, but his 
complaints were directed towards the report which was 
given of the day's discussion. Canon Wills had already 
withdrawn any remarks which might have been under
stood to be offensive to the Catholic chaplain or the Sisters 
of Mercy. At the previous meeting of the Board, Father 
Liston attended and made complaints as to the allegations 
which he stated were made against the Sisters of Mercy 
and himself, and the Guardians not being satisfied with 
Canon Wills' explanation, decided that he should be called 
upon to give some further explanation on the subject. The 
statement which Father Liston made yesterday as to his 
action in the matter, and the explanation and apology 
subsequently made by canon Wills, seemed to satisfy 
everybody, the result being after some discussion that the 
controversy was brought to an amicable termination. The 
Guardians present were - Messrs. Patrick Cahill, Chair
man (presiding), Robert Lynch, Richard Ebesr, Mark 
Kennedy, William O'Neill, Maurice Fitzgibbon, Patrick 
Madigan, Hugh O'Neill and Edmund O'Connor. 

RATHKEALE FAIR This monthly fair was held on Satur
day. The supply of stock was farge, and business was 
active though prices with regard to heifers and young 
cattle were somewhat below recent quotations. Springers 
of best quality were in good demand atfrom £15 to £19;in
ferior classes £13 to £15. Milch cows sold variously, 
according to quality and condition, at from £10 to £15. 
Three year old heifers and bullocks were disposed of at 
from £12 to £14; two year olds £7 to £10; yearlings £4 to 
£6; calves £3 to £4; strippers and dry cows fetched from 
£7 to £1 0; best beef sold at from 55s. to 60s; inferior 50s. 
to 55s. per cwt. The sheep department was well supplied 
and a good business done. Best mutton sold at seven and 
a half pence; inferior at 7d per lb. Goot fat sheep! realised 
from£2.5s. to£3. 15s;lambs25s. to35s. each. There was 
an average supply of pigs, which were disposed of at 
prices considerably in advance of those obtained at for-



mor fairs. Oesl bacon sold al from 42s. lo 45s. per cwl; 
infenor 40s. 10 42s. per cwl. Slores telched from 24s. lo 
32s. bonhams 12s. to 20s. each. Some colts and farm 
horses changed hands at usual prices. 

RATHKEALE QUARTER SESSIONS The Michaelmas 
Quarter Sessions for the Division of Rathkeale were 
opened today at twelve o'clock, by his Honor, Mr. Theobald 
a. Purcell, Q.C., County Court Judge. The following mag
istrates occupied seats on the bench:- Lord Monteagle, 
Mr. P. Hartigan, Dr. Hayes, Mr. D. M. Maunsell, D.L., Mr. 
Murray, Mr. Peter Griffin, Mr. R. Coplen-langford, Mr. J. 
O'Shaughnessy, Mr. C. E. N. Curling, Captain Conyers, 
Mr. J. B. Hewson, Mr. Neil McDonnell, Major Kiggell, Dr. 
McDonnell, Mr. Creagh Harnett, Mr. George Fosbery, Mr. 
J. G. Barry, Mr. R. Hunt. 

The following gentlemen were sworn on the Grand Jury by 
Mr. John Ellard, Clerk of the Crown ard Peace:- Messrs: 
Cornelius Cagney, Carhue; Thomas Enright. Gortroe; 
John Fitzgerald, Ardgoul; William Hedderman, BaOygren
nan; Daniel Lyons, Ballytigue:JamesMulcair, Ballyclough; 
James Nix, Cartoun; Michael Cremin, Killard; Maurice 
Cremin, Ardgrean; Edward Cussen, Rockabbey; Alexan
der Caulfield, Mil!own; Michael Glltinane, Curraghbridge: 
David Hartigan, Fortmiddle; John E. Irwin, Ardagh; Tho
mas E. Lloyd, Ballinruane; Patrick Keating, 8allywinter
ourke; David Thos. McDoMell, Rathfarra. 

His Honor, addressing them, said that four cases had 
been sent forward to this Sessions, bul two of ll1em by di
rections of the Attorney-General had been transmitted to 
the nexl Assizes, so that the Grand Jury would only have 
to deal with two bills, neither of which required any 
observations from him. 

SPIRIT LICENCES Thirteen applicants for the confirma
tion of certificates to obtain Excise licences were taken up 
and granted without opposition. Sixteen applications for 
certificates to obtain transfer of Excise licences were also 
granted, some of them on condition of probate being taken 
out. 
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DEATHS & BIRTHS 
DEATHS: 
Johny Fitzgerald, late Elm Hill 
John O'Regan, Roche's Road 
Daniel Dillon, Rathnasaor 
Laurence Costello, Granagh 
Michael Roche, Kilcool 
Jack Alymer, Church St. 
Patrick Lynch, St. Mary's Terrace 
Billy White, Church St. 
Fr. Sean Conellan, O.M.I. late Rathkeale 
Michael McCann, Church St. 
Biddy O'Donnell, Loughill 
Patsy Hennessy, Well Lane 
Joe O'Grady, Abbeycourt 
Bridget Chawke, Courtmatrix 
Catherine O'Donell, Loughill 
Peg McKnight, Main St. 
Joseph Morrissey, Boherbuoy 
Mai Ward, Ballywilliam 
Maisie Casey, Bournemouth, England 
Mort Daly, Riverlawn 
Frank Healy, Dromard 
Vincent O'Rourke, late New Road 

BIRTHS: 
Martin Aidan Enright 
Margaret O'Brien 
James Tony O'Brien 
Gary William O'Brien 
Michael Francis Paul Hogan 
Daniel Gerard Flynn 
Jean Mary Kealy 
Hazel Margaret Woulfe 
Emmet John McNamara 
Patrick Joseph Molyneaux 
Thomas Peter Curtin 
Frederick O'Donoghue , 
Christopher James Kerins 

"GLASNOST" IN RATHKEALE. 

THIS 20 ZLOTYCH POLISH 

CURRENCY NOTE WAS 

FOUND ON A LOCAL 

STREET RECENTLY 



REMBMBE 
Western Gaels, backboned by members of the 
Rathkeale Junior Football team, won the County 
Limerick Senior Football Championship in 1953. 
Recently the team was honoured at a function 
in Newcastle West. The following article about 
the team was published in the "Limerick Weekly 
Echo". dated 5th December 1953. 

WESTERN GAELS 

West Limerick has a great football tradition, and 
this year the Western Gaels' senior football 
team upheld the high standard of Gaelic games 
in the parishes concerned when they defeated 
Treaty-Sarsfield in the Co. Final in Kilmallock. 
The Gaels, a team drawn from the Western 
Division. can proudly boast to be the first divi
sional side ever to win a county title. 

For many years football was at a very low ebb 
in the division and a county senior title had not 
gone west since Abbeyfeale were victorious in 
1947. Treaty. however, regained their crown in 
1948 and they have won live in row since. Did 
they make it six in a row? No, they failed; for this 
youthful selection created the surprise of the 
season and when referee John Heelan blew the 
lull-time whistle, the Thomondgate lads had 
joined Glin, Ahane and Commercials - when 
they failed to complete the impossible. 

WESTERN GAELS v. ST. PATRICK'S 

The Gaels opened the season in convincing 
style when they had a runaway victory over St. 
Patrick's in the fi rst round of the county champi
onship at Kilmallock. The game was played in 
a fine sporting spirit and although the standard 
of football was low, the winners showed up well. 
Western Gaels won the toss and they had early 
scores from Bernie Madigan, Eddie O'Sullivan, 
Tom McNamara and Sean McMahon, to which 
Rohan replied for the Saints with their only 
score of the game, a goal, just before the 
interval. 

. 
St. Patrick's were expected to reduce the lead 
on the turnover, but they never seemed to settle 
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down and the winners had matters much their 
own way in this period. 

Prominent for the Gaels were Bowen, Madigan, 
Jack McMahon, !=rank Neenan, Tommy Frawley, 
Edward O'Sullivan and Pakey Mulvihill, while 
Sheehan, Phelan and Rohan were in devastat
ing form for the city lads. 

In the county semi-final Western Gaels had an 
effortless victory over St. Malo's, the South 
Board selection, thus qualifying to meet Treaty 
Sarsfield in the county final. 

WESTERN GAELS DEFEAT THE TITLE 
HOLDERS 

The Western selection made no secret of their 
worth in the county final at Kilmallock on No
vember 25th when they had a surprise victory 
over the title holders, Treaty. Although weather 
conditions were anything but ideal for good 
football, the game was played in a line sporting 
spirit throughout,the standard of football reach
ing great heights at times especially in the dra
matic dying minutes of the last half. when Frank 
Neenan and his men succeeded in turning 
defeat into victory on the nick of time. The 
Treaty midfield pair, Joe O'Leary and Mick 
Fitzgibbon, dominated the exchanges for most 
of the hour, but their forwards wasted several 
good scoring chances and this was undoubt· 
edly the chief cause of their eclipse. When the 
city men seemed to have the game in the bag. 
the Western forwards launched the come-back 
assault and Madigan (2), Fitzgerald (2) and 
McNamara (1) got points in as many minutes,to 
leave them worthy winners of the Canon Punch 
Cup. 

THE LINE OUT 

Western Gaels: Tom Hartnett, Joe O'Shaugh
nessy, Tom Giblin, Tommy Kelly, Frank Neenan, 
Tom Frawley, Darby Fitzgibbon, Paddy 
Cahalane, Pakey Mulvihill, B. Kearney, "Bono" 
Madigan, Eddie O'Sullivan, Sean Guiltenane, 
Tom McNamara, Gerry Fitzgerald. 



1 rauty . Noel Kelly, P. J. Shea. Paddy Reidy, 
Sean Dillon, Bill Callaghan, Mick Fitzgerald, 
Mick Carroll, Mick Fitzgibbon, Joe O'Leary, 
Mick Flanagan, Joe Mitchell, Mick Mcinerney, 
Pat Doyle, Jim Murphy, Paddy McLoughney. 

Madigan, Neenan, Darby Fitzgerald, Tom 
Frawley and Tommy Kelly were best for the 
winners, while Joe O'Leary, P. J. O'Shea, Mick 
Fitzgerald, Joe Mitchell and Michael Flanagan 
tried hard for the losers. 

PEN PICTURES OF THE WINNERS 
-who brought the title to West Limerick after a 
lapse of six years 

TOM HARNETT (St. Senan's), goalkeeper, a 
former Treaty Sarsfield and Limerick county 
goalkeeper, he won a Munster Junior medal 
with Limerick in 1950. A very safe custodian, he 
is also a very popular referee. 

JOE O'SHAUGHNESSY (Ballyhahill), right full , 
the star of this year's Ballyhahill Junior string. 
His fine fetching and long kicking were a feature 
of the game with Treaty. 

TOM GIBLIN (Rathkeale), full-back, a cast-iron 
full-back, who is one of the Deelside club's 
greatest finds this season. 

TOMMY KELLY (Kilcolman). left full, a very 
sound defender, who never gave an inch to 
Treaty's Paddy Doyle. 

FRANK NEENAN (Rathkeale), Captain, right 
half-back, ever in the thick of the fray. To his 
iron discipline and extraordinary control over 
men goes much of the credit for the success 
achieved. 

TOM FRAWLEY(St. Senan's), centre half-back, 
a powerfully built lad, who is quickly rising to the 
top in Limerick football. 

DARBY FITZGIBBON (Kilcolman), .left half
back, the veteran of the side who gave a daz
zling display, especially in the first half. 

PADDY CAHALANE (Rathkeale). centre-field, 
a national teacher by profession, he gave the 
team a pull at midfield in most games this year. 
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PAKEY MULVIHILL (St. Senan's). Pat 
Cahalane's partner at midfield. A strong tall 
chap with a bullet-like drive. 

BRENDAN MADIGAN (St. Senan's), right half
forward, a little "pocket battleship", the elusive 
"Bono" is one of the most popular footballers in 
the county. He played with the county juniors 
this season against Tipperary. 

B. KEARNEY, a hard working centre-forward, 
was chosen for the county juniors this season, 
but was unable to turn out. 

EDDIE O'SULLIVAN (Ballyhahill), left-half, is 
brother of the New York star and Mickey Sulli
van. The "baby" ofthe side and another "pocket 
batt leship" he is a deadly sharpshooter. 

TOM McNAMARA (Rathkeale), full-forward, this 
hurler-cum-footballer is also a more than useful 
boxer. A towering full-forward he scored eight 
points in the side's first engagement. 

GERRY FITZGERALD (Rathkeale), left full
forward, is another hurler-cum-footballer who 
has played several fine games for the county 
senior hurlers. Gerry scored two most valuable 
points in the county final. 

SUBS: Paddy Ryan, Bill Bradshaw (Rathkeale), 
Jim Roche, C. O'Gorman. 

Marie O'Connor aruf Sfiaron :Hunt won tfie 

'llrufer 18 prizes in tfie 'l<gtfi~afe aruf 

'District Cru£it 'llnion Jl.rt Competition. 

• 



ST. MARY'S· SEAN FINN'S RATHI<:EAI!E G.fA.A:-
300 CLUB EM 

RA THKEALE G.A.A. 
A PROUD TRADITION 

' ~ ';;-:·~ 

The Rathkeale Club is a dual Club in that its mem· 
bers play both hurling and football. Teams from the 
Club have gained success in all age groups from 
Under-12 to Senior grades down through the years. 

In the early 50s, the then officers of the Club 
purchased their own playing pitch, commonly known 
as the 'Bog Garden'. Since then the venue has had 
its name changed to Sean Finn Park, in memory of 
a former player who lost his life in the fight for Irish 
freedom. 

DEVELOPMENT- Many efforts have been made to 
carry out development work at the pitch. Whilst 
most of this work was carried out on a voluntary 
basis and proved to be very acceptable at the time, 
in recent years the venue has fallen behind devel
opments at other locations throughout the county. 

In August of 1989 it was decided to apply for a FAS 
Scheme and to employ twenty-two people in a bid 
to bring Sean Finn Park up to an acceptable stan
dard so that once more Rathkeale could host big 
games such as those which it was favoured with in 
the 50s, 60s and early 70s. 

Whilst keeping In mind the development of the pitch 
for big games, it is also necessary to provide first 
class facilities for our own players. This year alone 
we have affiliated sixteen teams ranging from Under-
12 to Junior. 

We feel that we owe it to the players on these teams 
to have proper facilities for them so that they may be 
able to prepare and train for their respective compe-
titions. ' 

The people of Rathkeale have always been very 
supportive of the G.A.A. Within the parish, we rarely 
appeal for financial support, except through our 
annual Christmas Draw which you have always 
supported well and we thank you for that. The 
extraordinary costs in affiliating teams and the pay
ment of high insurance premiums, plus the day-to
day running costs of the Club mean that we now find 
ourselves in the position that we e<ln no longer 
divert any of the Christmas Draw profits to Field 
Development Funds. 
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APPEAL 
We are now. appealing to you and your friends, 
particularly players, parents and formers players, to 
support our 300 Club Draw. All profits from this 
draw will go towards the Field Development Fund. 

Much work has been done on this project over the 
past six months, but much more needs to be done. 
It is only with your goodwill and support that the 
project will be completed. 

We feel confident that you will once again come to 
our aid and put Rathkeale in its rightful place as one 
of the leading venues for Gaelic games in Co. 
Limerick. 

As you can see, we are offering very substantial 
cash prizes. We are inviting you to become a 
member of this 300 Club by subscribing £10 per 
month for three months or a total contribution of 
£30. 

Remember that Sean Finn Park is for you and your 
families' benefit. Together we can make it a better 
place for all. 

APRIL 
Draw Thursday, 26th April during Bingo at Rathke ale 

1st Prize: £600 
2nd Prize: £200 
3rd Prize: £100 
4th Prize: £50 
5th Prize: £50 

Plus £250 special prize for fully paid up members. 

TOTAL £1,250 

MAY 
Draw Thursday, 24th May during Bingo at Rathke ale 

1st Prize: 
2nd Prize: 
3rd Prize: 
4th Prize: 
5th Prize: 

TOTAL 

£600 
£200 
£100 
£50 
£50 

£1,000 



JUNE 
Draw Thursday, 28th June during Bingo at Rathke ale 

COMMITTEE: 

1st Prize: 
2nd Prize: 
3rd Prize: 
4th Prize: 
5th Prize: 
6th Prize: 

TOTAL 

£1,000 
£600 
£200 
£100 
£50 
£50 

£2,000 

President: Rev. Canon McNamee 
Hon. Life Vice-President: Patsy Doherty 
Chairman: Nell Duggan 
Vice-Chairman: Gerry Molyneaux 
Secretary: Jack Daly 
Assistant Secretary: Pat Sheehan 
Treasurers: Pat Sheehan, 

Registrar: 
P.R.O.: 

Field Committee: 

Committee: 

Con Guiney 
Con Enright 
Michael Hanley, 
Jack O'Dwyer 
John O'Connor, 
Gerry O'Connell 
M. Sheehan, 
S. McDonnell, F. Geary 

UNDERSTANDING 
COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY 
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LOST DOG 
Three legs, blind in left eye, 

missing right ear, tail broken, 
recently castrated. 

Answers to name of "Lucky". 

EXCESSIVE ABSENCE 

Due to the excessive number of absences during the past year, 
It has become necessary to put the following now rules and 
procedures Into operatlon Immediately:-

1. SjCKNESS - NO EXCUSE. The department will no longer 
accept your doctor's certificate as proof. We believe that If you 
are able to go to your doctor you are able to attend for wor11. 

2. DEATH- YOUR OWN. This will be accepted as an excuse. We 
would like two weeks notice, however, slnce we feel II Is your 
duty to train someone else lor your job. 

3. DEATH· OTHER THAN YOUR OWN. This Is no excuse. There 
Is nothing you can doforthemand henceforth notlmeoffwlll be 
allowed for funerals. However, In case this should cause some 
hardship to some of our employees, there are 111ose that might 
care to note that, on your behalf, the department has a special 
scheme In conjunction with the local CO'-'lCII for lunchtlme 
burials, thus ensuring that no time Is lost from wor11. 

4. LEAVE OF ABSENCE FOR AN OPERATION. We wish to 
discourage any thoughts you may have of having an operation 
and henceforth no leave of absence will be granted lor hospital 
visits. The department believes that as long as you are an 
employee here you will need all of whatever you already have and 
you will not consider any of It being removed. We have engaged 
you for your particular job with all your parts and having any
thing removed would mean that we would be getting less than we 
bargained for. 

5. VISjTS TO THE TOILET. Far too much time Is spent In thiS 
particular practice. In fuiUTe, the procedure will be that all 
personnel shall go In alphabetlcal order. For example, those 
with surnames beginning with letter 'A' will go from 9.30 a.m. to 
9.45a.m. 'B'wllf golrom9.45a.m. to 10.00am.etc. Those of you 
who are unable to attend at your appropriate lime will have to 
wall undl next day wtlen your tum comes round again. 



SEE YOU AT 
THE RACES 

Once again Rathkeale Chamber of Commerce 
is planning another great RACE NIGHT for 
Rathkeale. 

The date for your diary is SATURDAY, 12th 
MAY at the Community Centre. First Race at 
9.00 p.m. sharp. This year we will have eight {8) 
races with ten {1 0} horses in each race. We will 
also have: 

• Full betting facilities 
• Best Dressed Lady Competition 
• Monster Raffle 
• Full bar facilities 

The projects to benefit this year out of the Race 
Night include the new Workspace Centre which 
is currently being planned jointly by Rathkeale 
Chamber of Commerce and Rathkeale Com
munity Council. We also hope to improve the 
street lighting for the Christmas period. 

We are delighted this year to be associated with 
the local G.A.A. Club in our Race Night and part 
of the profits will go towards the development of 
Sean Finn Park. 

We hope you will join us on 12th May and we 
guarantee you a good night's entertainment. 
You will be able to enjoy all the fun and excite
ment of a day at the races in comfortable sur
roundings and also enjoy a drink with your 
friends. 

DON'T FORGET ... 12th MAY. 
, 

CONGRATULATIONS 

• To Rathkeale Under-17 Soccer team on 
reaching the All-Ireland semi-final. 

•To the Youths team on almost doing the same. 

·To Neally Duggan and Pat Hayes on winning 
the Sean Hayes Cup pool tournament. 

• To the I.C.A. on the symbolic planting of trees 
in the Abbeylands Park. 

• To boxers Gerard McNamara and Peter Wil
liams, Munster Boxing Champions and to Ki
eran Duggan who was so unfortunate to be the 
victim of a very dubious verdict in the final. 

· ·To Dermot O'Connell on his selection on the 
County Under-21 Football team. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mt. Gerard Collins 
T.D. and Cllr. john T. Griffin, spenking with workers 

on the picket line at Shannon Meat Ltd. 
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A FEW OF RATHKEALE 
WELL-KNOWN SPORTSMEN 

William Ward, Johnny Johnson, Bill Sheehan, 
MI. Madigan, ? 



COMMUNITY COUNCIL NEWS 

CAR PARK 
Once again we appeal for greater use of the new car 
park off the Main Street. The County Council has 
provided an excellent facility for the town which 
could be of enormous benefit to the business 
community in particular. 

However, it would appear that the kerbside parking 
is just as bad as ever - sometimes even on both 
sides of the roadway. Rarely are there more than 
six or eight cars in the park and it should be more 
availed of - especially for long term stays in town. 

StAMSA 
Once again rehearsals are under way for lhe 
Community SIAMSA competition to take place in 
Limerick after Easter. Some new fresh talent has 
appeared on the scene and, by all accounts, a first 
class show is in the offing. Performances will take 
place In Rathkeale at a later date. 

FESTIVAL 
The annual WELCOME HOME FESTIVAL is fixed 
for August once again and will run from 12th to 19th. 
Among the highlights already planned are a top 
quality Road Race and an open-air concert with a 
top name musical group. 

DOOHVLE LOUGH DEVELOPMENT 
Very little work has taken place over the winter 
months. Some remedial attention to toilets and 
water supply is required and it is hoped to carry out 
this work in the near future. Lack of funds has 
become a problem and some money raising proj
ects are being considered. A financial contribution 
from the Lough Anglers is welcomed. 

The Ecumenical Blessing of the boats will take 
place on Easter Sunday at 2.00 p.m. and all are 
welcome. 

FESTIVAL SHOW 
The dates for the Annual Show a refixed for Wednes
day, 27th June and Thursday, 28th June in Rathke ale 
Vocational School. 

BILLIARDS 
The competition for the Canon Carroll Cup is now in 
progress at the Sports Hall in Abbeylands. Some 
matches have already taken place in the first round 
but entries are still being accepted. Get in contact 
with Michael Kerins at the Hall. As it is run on a 
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handicap basis everyone is in with a chance. 

COMMUNITY WELFARE 
Nurse Geraldine Kenny can be contacted at the 
Health Clinic in Boherbue each morning between 
9.30 a.m. and 10.00 a.m. Telephone: 069-64308. 

She holds a Child Welfare Clinic each Tuesday 
from 2.00 p.m. to 3.00 p.m. and on the first Wednes
day of each month there is a vaccination clinic. 

The Community Welfare Officer attends as follows: 
Tuesdays 10.00 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. 
Fridays 10.00 a.m. to 12 noon 

MEMBERS OF RATHKEALE BOXING CLUB, 
PICTURED AT A TRAINING SESSION IN 

THE DEEL HALL 

RA THKEALE BRASS BAND 

GUESS WHO? 
The missing name is that of the one and only Frank 
("Bugs") Neenan. 

• 



Deel VIews: Jack O'Dwyer. Tel: 069-64210 

Banks: Late opening Tuesday 

credit Union: 
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 
10.30 - 12.30; 1.45- 3.30. 
Friday 10.30- 12.30; 1.45 - 4.30; 7.00 - 8.30. 

Library Opening Hours: 
Monday and Wednesday 3.00- 7.00 
Tuesday 1 0.00- 12.30; 5.00 - 8.00 
Thursday 10.00 - 5.00 
Friday 5.00 - 8.00 

Mart: Tuesday - Cattle. Wednesday -
Calf & Pig 

Post OHice: 
Monday-Saturday 9.30 - 5.30 
Thursday 9.30 - 1.30 

Doctors: 
Dr. Lynch: Half day Thursday 
Dr. Curtin: Half day Wednesday 
Dr. Teahan: Half day Thursday 

St. Mary's Church Masses: 
Saturday 8.00 p.m. 
Sunday 8.30, 10.00 and 11.30 

Holy Trinity Church: 
Sunday Service 8.30 and 11.00 

Embury Heck Church, Balllngrane: 
Sunday Service 1 0.30. 

Plano Lessons: Louise Muckell. 
Roche's Road 

Festival Show: Mrs. Ann O'Connell 

Community Council Monthly Meeting: 
First Friday. 8.30 p.m. 
Secretary: Brid Guinane 

Boxing Club: Secretary - Joe Rouino 

Soci<JI Services: Secretary - Breda Morrissey 

Red Cross: Secretary - Mrs. Mary Sheahan 

St. VIncent de P<~ul: 
J. Dunleavy. Meeting alternate Mondays. 

I.C.A.: 
Secretary - Mrs. Maura Mooney. 
2nd Thursday. 

Sports Complex: Patsy O'Sullivan 

Bridge Clul.>: Mrs. Phil Ruttle. Every Tuesday. 

G.A./\.: Jack Daly, Hon. Secretary. 

Soccer: Juvenile - Sean Harnett 

Abrahams Golf Society: 
J. O'Dwyer, Hon. Secretary 

(ANYONE WHO WiSHES TO BE INCLUDED 
PLEASE CONTACT EDITOR) 

ADVERTISERS 

I 
"DEEL VIEWS" would welcome new advertisers. We sell approx. 

600 copies of each issue and our readership is almost 3, 000. 
Our rates are £20 (or this space and pro rata for larger or smaller. 

L 
Next issue to Printers: 13th July, 1990 

:Fitzsimons Printers {069) 76226/76231 

J 
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