« THE LIMERICK CITY
CURFEW MURDERS
MARCH 7th, 1921
Assassination of Mayor Clancy,
Ex-Mayor O’Callaghan and
Volunteer O’Donoghue

Contributed by MRS. O'CALLAGHAN,
#RS. CLANCY, and comrades of the
murdered ‘patriots

On the morning of March the seventh, -1921, Seoirse
Clancy, Mayor of Lunerick, and Michael o’ Calluﬂwu his !
predecessor i office, were foully amurdered by British -~
police tn their homes, and n the presence of their wives.
The Mayeress, Mrs. Clancy, was wounded during. the
assassination 0f her husband. The wmurder of Michael
O’Cullaghan took place about 1.10 ausn., and that of Seoirse
Clancy sbout 2.30 asn. Some hours previously foseph
O’ Donoghue of the I.R.A. was wmurdered and his bullei-
ridden body was found in the street in the mbrmng.

T"HE questions which this article is written to answer are:—(1),
Who was George Clancy? (2) What were the circumstances. of
death? (3) What mauner of man was he?

His relatives, the companions of his early manhood, and his friends
and fellow-woprkers of later years, have contributed’ towards the
answers giveln here to the first' question and to the third. His wife
sets out in deiail the answer to the second. question. :

I. WHO WAS’ GEORGE CLANCY?

In Boyhohd Born in the village of Grange, Co..Limerick, Seoirse
drank in the; temets -of militant Irish Nauonahty with -his-mother’s .
milk. She was the daughter of a Fenian, .his father was scout and”
recruiter for btephws, Luby, and OLeary in the early sixties, his"
uncle was Captain of 600. men at Grange on the fateful night of 6th.

March, 1867. Whike yet a child he learned many things from his-

crrandfather---—ulscy George Clancy—whose mind was stored with.: the
h.storv and legends of his: native-place, with the -tales of Ireland’s
heroic .age, and. with the facts of Irish history at home and: abroad
Scoirse. received his ‘early education at Grange National School and
St. Patrick’s Seminary, Bruff, where he proved himself an apt puipil;
ious, bright and mtelhgent “To the knowledge acquired in the

schools, he added a knowledge "of - the Irish language, Iabonously

learned from the old people in the neighbourhood, and an'intimate -

acquaintance w1th the history, traditions and legends of Ireland,- more
particularly of his native place,
In Early Mdllﬂwoﬂd- In 1899 he went to Dublin, entcred the Roy&}l
University, graduating in 1904, With most of those whose names
115 !
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out, Redmond and his followers had declared for unqualified
co-operation with England and, obviously, the Volunteers were about. .
to be split into two antagonistic bodies.. Seoirse’s spirited answer to
the pessimists put new heart into them: “ Fven if we can muster. only’
fifty men, we must stand our ground.” When the split came and.
those.in Limerick who choose to stand by Ireland went. on parade;
208 were present. :
Marriage: In the July of 1915 he .was married to Maire Ni Cillin,
whom he had met at Colaiste na Mumbhan, in Ballingeary, and later:
in the. Limerick Gaelic League, - ‘ e
‘After 1916: The Rising of Faster] :1916, -was followed by anxious
days and nights for .a handful of men waiting orders, and for “their:
leaders, heavily burdened with responsibility, in a city full of troops
and in the midst of a population openly hostile, No one Telt the situatio
more keenl'ﬁ than Secirse, His arrest followed in May, but-he and’
the others ltaken with him were released after a few days.” ‘At the
liistorie clcpﬁon of de Valera for East Clare in 1917, Secirse .did’
eflective work as a speaker at the meetings and as personation agent:
on the day jof the poll Prominent among the speakers-during the
campaign wds Thomas Ashe, who received the answer to his: prayer:
“Let me cidrry your Cross for Ireland, Lord!” when he died: in.the:
September. of that year during' the first hunger strike "at Mountjoy-
gaol,” The immediate result of the Mountjoy tragedy was. the Ttevival
of . public. parades of Volunteers, met by the Government by arresting
- the officers in turn.  First,Commandant : Colivet® was: taken, " then
Seoirse, who' stepped_into his place, and so.on with~others,. =". 0 * <
.-~ In Gaol: The prisoners were taken to Cork gaol and there ‘Beoirse:
met* Thomas MacCurtain, murdered in 1920, when Lord " Mayor ‘o
-Cork,-and this successor, Terence -McSwiney-the - Martyr.of ' Brixton:
s~whom- Seoirse had already- known at  Ballingeary, The ~pumerous:
Cork’ prisoners were being tried by <courtmartial in ‘turn,-and. it ‘was
agreed that the Courts should not be ‘recognised.. Seolrse conterides
‘that in no case should an. address be’madse: to’ the. Court and’ that
non-recognition  would be best ‘shown by a’ short ~‘reply “when'ithe
prisoners were asked to plead. » Hé suggested the Irish' phrase~*“Nil
meas “madrd agam ar an gCuirt seo”—and after some “discussion,
‘his’ proposal was agresd to.  However, before the time: for: their
trial came, the prisoners.went' on hunger’ strike, were released, ‘and
. -gx_e'-Limerickvmen received a popular ovation. on their arrival i
- Conscription. Year : The year 1918 was ‘occupied with the  establish-
ment of -Sinn Fein Clubs and the various other- activities:-fo
strengthening of the movement. As the year advanced: the..need- for
intensive . organisation became more.apparent. Ireland ‘was threatened
with conscription and the ~ocountry resolved to resist. o 'prepare
military nesistance in Limerick district was Seoirse’s task, as:his ‘senior
officers wefe in gaol or “on the run’ He had also to continue: his
work in thel schools, to do the.routine work: of his Battalion, and.to
attend medtings of all kinds." The strain of those strenuous months
from May “till QOctober,: when- finally England abandoned ‘Irish)Con-
scription, told on Seoirse’s constitution and highly strung:temperamen
He fell’ aiclim to the .severe influenza epidemic which came ‘that:
winter, and*was seriously ill . for some weeks. When. he regained ‘his
strength he-had to give up, teaching work, and, instead, became Local " -
Superintendent of- the -Irish’ National Assurance Co. Within a year” e
he had established a fairly- remunerative business. = " ) ‘
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- Claricy’s home ' jn’ vhich;-he ‘was- murdered ‘inip
ho ‘was wounded b},r_.,,the‘-mux{derers,‘;‘bniha“'m'omin_

wife, 'w
‘ Qo h »Magch;f‘th-;e -seventh,..1921,. ...

*An ex yression of utter contempt, literally, “I haven’t a dog’s respect .-
for this Court.” : e e
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In’ Municipal Life 7 ' At the Municipal clections of 1920 Seoirse was
elected senior Alderman of the City. His poll” was “more than double
that of any-other candidate;. He had the votes of this formef pupils, o
who had grown to'be men and ‘women, and of ‘the:pareats of his later .-
pupils. Said one pooriwoman:“I'll"vote for'Clancy who never closed
his ‘eye ‘on my child;” Seoirse;wasg -offered the ‘Mayoralty' but.he de-:
i ‘it,"ag, he ‘had :yet 'no’-experience  of : munigipal; )
O'Callaghan”was "elected " Mayor-for 192070 = T L
LR..'Loan ; . Seoirse “was".appointed Organisery/in” the = City: and:
_ Liberties .of ‘Limerick for the' Dail’ Eireann Loan’o 51919, He visited
- received. and ‘ke accopnts—a-matter: of .unexampled: difficul
house;  searches. v frequent, " and * persona earch
“to go-to. Dublin.and ‘hand ‘the money intact to’ the Fin_ance,.?Minisﬁter,’ i
Michael” Collins, - - 2 S
. In his address to-the Corporation™after his’ election. he said . he was ©
! el
would be" {found .pure wool and unshrinkable,.
themselves to his. wife while he stood without. a

clined -"it, " : pallife. Michgel-

the  country - districts to.-help. the. collection, ‘took'.charge’of allimonies .

‘streets-of common’ bééuri‘ehc&f-lﬁ“lune 1920 ‘Seoirseiwastin -2 position
In’ January 192L. George "Clancy was 'apl')‘pint"e'd"May’o of Limerick,

a hundred per cent Sinp. Fein, 'dnd when the

murderers, anvd-she‘vrea:l‘ized »in”a flash that 11§:;_wa'

What a “Raid” Was: Raids and searches. were' an outstanding - .-
feature of  the  English - campaign - against Irish -Nationality in the
years 1916.:t0:1921, They usually took place late at night:-when the people.
had retired, ‘or’ in.the . early hours of .the morning, and the searchers
were: not' provided 'with anything in the nature of a search warrant. -
At first: the ‘armed forces were" usually accompanied by ‘a’ responsible
Police or. Military Officer, ‘and were duly ‘authorised by the Military ol
Governor of the | district,: but “as time - went on:unauthorised raids = -
. freely took place, and the forces ‘employed, whether-sent ‘officially ‘or
- otherwise -condicted : themselves” without any. regard. for the persons -

- or’ property “of "the .occupants of any house.theychose to ‘enter. In

- thefinal stages of the Terror armed: forces of the Crown raided private
houses with the set purpose of murdering prominent-Republicans, -+ -+ " .

I Limerick the ‘raids'began in May 1016 -after the' military” had = -7 ¢
taken  possession ~of. a ' number "of .rifles, the" property- of the- Irish 7
- Volunteers.” In -various’ parts of the City during ‘'the’ night,. parties . s
of soldiers-and police-searched houses and arrested men—a score-of .,
" citizens,” including . Seoirse MacFlanncadha, So- frequent were the
searches :in . that and: the following two years. at the Clancy home
that no record has® been. kept “of “them, ' o

" Mrs. Claney’s Narvative: Towards the end of 1910 Seoirse made it'
2 point'not to  sleep -at home so that his activities might not be .
Ainterrupted by another term of imprisonment, One- November morning
at”3-am there came:a- loud:knocking, awakening . the . household: "1 -
got-up, called the maid,. and ‘together we went to- the "door. I asked.
who_ was - there and ‘got the answer “ Military.”" followed by “if-the o
door is-not “opened. in 30 seconds it will be broken in'. I opened -
the door-and in rushed a military- officer, a number. of soldiers and .
one member. of the 'R.ILC, The-Officer asked formy husband, ‘and +°

I answered -that "he- was ‘not-at” home. He- then/placed his ‘men all
over-the -house, 'in :the garden’and back. yard,-H eatched ‘the house .
“himself minutely, ‘exanining every place, even the rian,-This search .
lasted "about.two hours,. and as the. night “was “extremely cold’ I-was™ "+ -
. feeling pretty bad when it was over. When golng, “the  officer. informied-~ &
“-me they 'would come again, Nightly expecting another raid my husband . "

Limerick,
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-and myself had not very much” rest “for the next few- months,
- strange to siy, were not again visited for a considerable time. -7
“How Wonien Suffered: My only sister’ died in September, 1920, ‘and’
then my :parents came- to reside with us, On the night.of December
7th, 1920, at.10.30 p.m. the long expected summons eame. 1:went:to,
~the door-and I asked who was" there. In reply to my question’ they "
.. sajd - they were ‘police, so 1 ‘opened  the+door, The halliwas: quickly.
“flled with®R.I.C.; Black -and Tans-and cadets in uniform.and’ mufti,
Call carrying rifles and revolvers,ia nuimber. of them being under the.
" influence ofy drink, They were: ledt;by  'a man in_clvilian = clothes,
. brandishing a. revolver. in one “Hand ‘and-having a -flash-lamp, in®the
. other, The¥y’spread ithrough the- housejieyen invading the’ privacy -of
_the robm:in which-my mother and. fatheriwere in bed: My poor mother
igot upianddressed,: but my father: beingvan invalid, could: not do’so.
. The raiders -asked: Tor my husband’ and iwhen' I “said’ he''was® from
home on. business, they . replied T° shonlditell “them  where he “was.”
_repeated ‘I did" not* know, and they “then'said if, It did ‘not-tell them
.. they would burn me out. I was detiined in the diningroom for over
‘an hour surrounded by ten policemenand’ a2 cadet” in “uniform,:. who.
“sat on the ‘table dangling his legs and enjoying the insultsand abuse.
poured on me, They told me we - were murderers, that we ‘knew all
about certa’n ambushes, and that we brought my parents.to live with
us so.as to cloak our misdeeds, and. so on. One of their number, an’
R.I.C, sergeant, ordered two men 1o go upstairs and carry my father.
out of the house to the Avenue,'so that!they could, as he’sald, “blow
the place to 'pieces.” At the same time he ordered others ‘down-to
.the lorry . for petrol. Another sergeant went into the sittingroom”and
took’ a- picture fromn the wall—a camp group of Volunteers, ‘with: my]
husband and mysell” in it—and called me to walk on i, Tirefused;:
he then askéd the maid to do so, but she taking her cue-from me, slso
vefused. He walked on it himself, and tearing the picture .out, burned-
it.  This same mun put the maid, a young girl of about eighteen,’
with her back to the wall of the sitiingroom and questioned her about
her home dnd people. Then in a threatening manner he :told her
to clear ot of miy house before six the next evening and tell her
father. to fret her “decent” cmiployment. . Some of the “raiders then.’
left the house and returned in a short time with two women searchers.-
My old mother of 70, the young -girl and myself ~were -then sent. .
into the sitlingroom to sulfer the humiliation of being searched while®
the men “went. through the house and - ransacked every corner. of it.
Before leaving, the'R.1C. sergeant, who had trampled on the photograph
and who seemed to be in command of the raiders, officers-‘and. cadets’
included, teld me to the evident "amusement of the .cadet “before
inentioned that if my husband: did- not. report at “William - Street
Barracks before 7 o'clock the. next’ evening, they . would" come . again
the next night and actually burn us out, A :
The Auxiliary Officer’s Raid: On February 27th 1921 at 1030 auxm. - -
we were saying the family Rosary before retiring when - we were'- .’
startled by a frantic knocking at the front door. My -husband jumped
up and told us not to be frightened as it was probabl a raid, for >
Michael O'Callaghan had told him that on the previous Tuesday night -
raiders at his home said: that they intended -giving his successor ‘a
Lord Mayor's show., My husband .went to.the door, asked -who was
there, and reccived the reply “Military.” 1 followed "him to the door
.and when he opencd it'1 saw a number, of soldiers in’ charge of an.
officer ‘in mufti, the same who had beén in charge of the raiders. at_
. Michael O'Callaghan’s home on Tuesday, February 22nd. The avenue.
-outside was thted up by the searchlight from the caron’ the road.
:I‘he officer asked my hushand was he Mr. Clancy, and being answered
in. the afirmative, ~expressed surprise ‘at finding - him -at ~home; My
husband said there was no reason why he should not be in his

I
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house, adding that he had no choice but to be indoors affer.curfew.
The officer said he had come to scarch the house and stationed . some
saldiers in the hall. He first visited the sittingroom, which ‘he searched.
minutely, then asked my husband to accomnpany him to the diningroom.
Here he again expressed surprise that my husband. was- at home" and™ -
received the same reply, My husband afterwards told ‘me- that. he
learned from this man that he was in the auxiliary - division; and
remarked to me what a charming cultivated voice he had. Before. this
officer completed his search of the diningroom he went out: to the
hall door and called in Cadet whom - e sent upstairs with
me to search the bedrooms, A soldier with a rifle accompanied - us.
Mv husband explained that my father was an .invalid confined’to bed
and the officer said he would not be disturbed;. but that hewanted to
see-our room. This cadet was the same that had come 'with”the police.
on the terrifying raid of Deceniber 7th 1920, When we got.upstairs
the cadet said to'me that he was surprised ‘to find. my  husband.at -
home. On my replying there was no reason” why he should :not.be .in
his own home, he: said, “but he was not -at home on previous pecdsions.” -
I then said my’husband's business took him, frequently fromshome,

His next- remax%%% was that they, the Government forces)
giving us. a Lord: Mayor's show, I then said ‘was not this vis
Mayor's show, t which he replied “Not at all—a Lord’ May
when ‘we’ all come. dressed "in our best, as we do- it Londor;”

that'he would bring his most powerful “searchlight, After. sho’,r'&vtlinq' :
the - Auxiliary” offices” came up, looked around the room, vand.sthen .
they both went to my father's room’ where sthey: remained only a few-
minutes, Tl -the' hall” as.they were leaving,” my -husband refeired to
the:bad raid 'we had when there were only ‘women in the’House The™ :
of{iiccr expressed sympathy, adding that- this was an Official ‘Military ..
raid, : s Lo e
The -Murder Raid; My father died on the 4th March 1921 and:was .
buried on_Sunday 6th March. That night friends remained with us -
up to curfew hour, 10 p.m, Then we had the family prayers-and we .
chatted for a little while bLefore going upstairs. Seoirse insisted ‘that .-
1 should sleep in my mother’s room that- night so that.she might
not be lonely, He came in with us and remained some time consoling -
her and trying to lighten her sorrow. Before getting to bed'I discovered . -
that the candle in his room was, stil] . alight and I went in -as .
I was ‘anxious about him, — he had a siight cold for some ‘days. 1
found him  awake reading Keating’s ‘Defence -of the Mass -in. Irish.
He promised me that he would get to sleep ‘quickly, so I wished him-
“goodnight” and Jeft him. Tt was then ‘midnight, and, though we didn't
know it, Joseph O'Donoghue was at that time dead and his murderers -
were making their way to Michael O'Callaghan’s house When. 1: "
got'to bed I fell almost immediately info-'a deep sleep, for T -was -
very tired and lacked sleep for over z week owing to my .father's
illness and death, About 1.30 a loud noise awakenod me. I jumped
up startled and asked what was the matter, My mother. said “Oh’
God! it is a raid, they -are hammering at-the door.” I got on my
dressing gown and slippers, calling out to my husband as I did so,
“Seairse, I will open the door.” He answered “No, Moll, I'will,” and
went down the ‘stairs ahead of me. He held a.candlestick in his
hand and said bck to me “It's all right, Moll, only a raid” Before -
opening the hall ™door he asked who. was there, and got- the answer

“Military.” I was just behind him at the foot of the stairs, -‘and “when .

he opened the .ddor I saw three tall men wearing goggles with caps.
i S

v
(A w

rish Mayors bore the coffina of the murdered Mayor and
yMayor of Limerick to the grave. Here is shown the scene
the graveside, with the coffins draped with Tri-colours.
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Seoi toqraphed i ‘lurit.eex”“uniform, with his
*'Clancy, photographed - in vo : his

?1:1?:::5:' Co‘mmi’xnldax.)nt M. P. Colivet and Captain Robert Monteith
¥ A

ldrawn.‘wcll down over their faces'laudl the coll]ars of ltéuzlrleccz)atthsuturgi% -
- o '8 at- ide of the door and onc ¢ er ;
~up. Two 'stood at-one side 2 Jnd one At e O The
_.the two held: a. flash light. Even hen 1 dic . realize t
;;furdlcious work ‘they had come to do,él he im‘a{:f d;u‘s];;a 112;6}1‘135:’5@:1;2?1 .
« ; lancy,” pointing a revolver at seoirse, My band answer
“/\\[f:i yfuaug Y agd.lstood straight in frount of him, l‘}‘\‘cu this m.)z'x; sau}i
“‘Con,xc‘ out here, we want you' Scoirscl ask“e%, %’Vhat ’tf"-:‘r SLO?:;(:
“said, wor “ itside,” “No won't, 20T
the ~man said, more loudly, “Come outs . 'ty irse
' it ack a ps two, -opening  the door
- answered,” and stepped back a pace or. two, o] enin: o door st
i knie s hand, The spokesman then stepped
wider as he held the knubmm his band. 7] 1 ke: : 5 e
into’ d “hen, take this,” and before I could mo
into" the hall and shouted, "Then, take this” a fore I could move
i ashed between: them screaming an
“three shots at him. I then dashed”between )
?:;i%g to move Seoirse back and pusly th(l:l marn ;nvaly, tlgm'l\(lzlvcelxlnﬁx Iﬂ?éﬁ .
) H H ’ 1~ * (| 3 2 o 5 0 . .
: tiedhis revolver. I heard in all, seven.si > i
?‘%slh:% eoxgp and banged: the hall door; leaving mehm' {hg czguik, atbitx}:cf\:at‘gie]s
i : ' : as t lighted, 1 did not ¥
Seoirse held had fallen and the gas was ot 1i ) ow then
) 1. : the sting -1 felt in my wris
that ‘I ~was wounded. I thought .t ¢ in my wri as @
. i ug coped about- with ‘my “hands to
blow I got in the struggle. 1 groped : my hands to fnd -
sht t. Then T saw the door at the 5
my usband D o evon | ading to the.yasd were open. I called
hall and also a door beyond it leading to %.) ¢ cu. 1 called
’ i 8 answer. I rushed round the. yard
Seoirse by name_ and getling no answer. ed round the erd
still i im: but could not find him, 1 -openec the gat
zbrtxltch) ctzlt}imgarl:len and- ran- across to a frlcnd’slhguse, hl}né%“;niﬁg
i % 1. knocke Mr, Barry's bedroom windc ‘
times on the way. 1. knocked at . ¥ e T
sked him ‘to come and help me as my husband was s
iéilcfil x?c;?ﬁn% him.” I went -back xmmcd-atfely a?g plaSs{n[g lin t}%io?};xz .
ate’ - husband’s. feet;: He had lalien 1
- the gate 1 stumbled over my. seeing: him.. The maid, who was
N “and 1 had passed out without sceing him.. The maid, 4
ﬁis up ‘and dresls)cd, came into the yard when she heard my crvy on
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discovering him. Detween s we tried to lift Seoirse up but failed
as my hand was uvseless. | thep discovered I was wounded and the
hlood was streaming from iny wrist, I ran back again tp_Mr, Barry and |
told him I could hot lift Scoirse as 1 was wounded i the wrist, He.
was dressed by ithis time and came to me immediately, and with
the help of the'maid we lifted Scoirse into the kitchen. My aged |
mother had conie down stairs in her night attire and ‘had been .
wandering about the yard in her bare feet looking for Seoirse' and
myself, . She wag; ‘a pitiable sight, with her poor j?eet covered with
his blood and mine, My only thought now was to get the priest to I~
my poor Scoirse while he was still alive, 1 then asked Ned—Mr. .
Barry—to go for the priest, and he went off not knowing but that.
he himself might be shot on the way. 1 knelt beside Seoirse and .
tried to say the Act of Contrition in his -ear — he 'was breathing
very heavily but scemed unable to speak. In a few minutes: Canon :-
O'Driscoll, who had .prepared Scoirse’s mother for death, arrived and .
adininistered the. last Sucraments to the pupil he had encouraged . .
and taught at Bruff Scminary 25 years before, After this Seoirse opened
his cyes and looked at me, then he looked at the Canon and back-
again at me. I was now faint from loss of blood so the Canon led:
me away just as Seoirse expired, During this time another friend,
Miss Renehan, ‘had come in and had gone upstairs with ‘my: nearly -
demented mother, washed her fect and dressed her. At about half ™
past two Canon O'Driscoll decided to go to the Strand.Barracks' /
and ask the military to phone for a doctor as my arm. was still
bleeding. and 1 was getting weaker, After - a short time ‘he came.
back accompanied Dby three military officers, from them he learned . !
that Michael O'Callaghan. had also been murdered. They said it was' -
a dreadful occurrence and that they had .phoned for- Dr. Dundon: -
at Barrington’s who would be with me immediately; The -military
had scarcely left when some police arrived including a District Inspector
and sergeant, the men who had already conveyed Revd, Father- Philip, .
O.FM, to Mrs, O'Cullaghan's, S ol

The Dead Mayor: As the morning advanced friends hurried to me,
and, as the news spread to the City hundreds poured -from every
side to weep and give me sympathy. Early. Father Philip; O.F.M,, .
arrived and, theniand afterwards,:he wag a source of help and con-,
solation to me during all that -terrible-time,- The nuns of St. John's®
Hospital came t¢ do the ncedful offices. of the dead, Seoirse's’ friends”
and comrades —:Gaelic Leaguers-and Volunteers — gathered to-take:
charge of all arrangements, to keep' guard -in and about the -house, and "
so save me frony as much’ inconvenience and worry as possible, For. :
two days there ‘was a constant stream of pcople who came to' see-
their dead Mayor and 1o say a prayer for his soul. “The™ Lord
Bishop “said the Rosary in Irish by his 'side, and hundreds of. the-
little children who loved him so paid-a Jast tribute to their ‘master,’
During the two nights — Manday and Tuesday — his comrades stood
guard in the room where he lay, and the Rosary was recited -almost.
without internission.- On Wednesday he “lay in state at Saint Jobn's & .«
Cathedral with hiy wurdered comrades, and next day six Irish Mayors
bore his' body to’ the grave, “ B

THE MURDER OF MICHAEL O’CALLAGHAN"

Michael O'Callaghan  loved * Ireland, worked for Ireland, and
died for Ireland.” Knowing well the danger, he chose the hard road
of service to his Motherland, and: his logical end was murder by the
hand of a hired English assassin,  His passionate interest.in Irish affairs
was not the growth of these last few tortured years. As a boy, he
was proud of the fact that'it was his grandfather, Eugene O'Callaghan,
who in 1843 proposed the Repeal of the Union in Limerick Corporation. .
His collection of books shows how deeply he read and thought on Irish - | :

7 “of "Michael' O'Callaghan, in . the’ hallway of ‘which )
S&idi:er?fi: the lgr::enge‘_v of ‘his wife, 'on thq morning of March tha‘ '

.
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Michael O'Callaghan, from a photograph taken a short time before

his assassination. e e
history and economics, In polftics lie was s S Sinn

tory and eco ics, S, s a member of the first Sinn -

chml Lll}b in Limerick in 1905, and died a member of the O’Rahilly Club =~
of the same city. He was a member of the Irish~Industrial® Develop=
m{:nt Association, and was one of a uifted group of Limerick :men,.”
}vilo,) 'Surnd:iy after Sunday, for some years, addressed meetings in
Limerick and the ueighbouring counties, impressing on the people’ the .
E{xx;}qrtance of sugporling native goods, He ‘was a member. of the
;gglxc Leapue, ant during. his Mayoralty presented the “local’ branch
;vxt’h' a scholars i, for its students, ‘He believed that “the ‘Gaelic
403;,{}10 was the trpining ground for the men who were'to’ save Ireland,
and in the midst of his business carcs-he made time to-lake lessons
in the Irish language from the man who met his*death-on “the .same’

tra;iic Inight.——Gen'rge Clancy.
n January, 1914, he was present at the mecting it e A et
to establish the Irish Voluateers in Limerick, an§ sgog;e'oﬁ%?}llzn?l\;?
form with Patrick Pgarse and Roger- Casement. . He “was. on, the
Fxecutive Cominttee of -the Irish Volunteers from 1914’ to. 1916,”and
spoke 'at, Pearse’s last lecture in Limerick in . February, 1916, .y
After the 1916 Rising, he was one. of the small band that kept: the =
heart Tof_the couritry alive. He was treasurer: of the local .branch of - -
the hatxonalq Aid Association. He - threw’ himself  into.» propaganda
work, for which he was so fitted, and helped to circulate, throughout

" ex-Mayor, for. the following story of the last days’

- of citizens,

a labour leader;
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‘the country thousands of copies of: Bishop O'Dwyer’s letters, and other
seditious ' pamphlets. “He was one of the founders of the National
League, and ‘was instrumental in getting the Abstention Policy carried
by that T.eague and accepted by the country. -He fought for the release
of "the 1916 ' prisoners’ interned and jailcd'inEng!and, and used. his
wonderful. giftoof eloquence in’ the Tast Clare BElection in 1917.
- He was:the fricnd of the extremists, and well realised the need for
‘military as well as’a legislative and constructive side-to the national
movement, - He -helped:“the General Blection in+ 1919, and, aided by
: George "Clancy, wroteithe ‘election-address for-M,” Colivet, who was 1’
Jail-at.the time. - ¢ S !
e ‘entered the Limerick’ Corporation in 19l1%as.a Councillor for
the lrishtown  Ward,-and’ took a keen ifiterest’in municipal muatters.
“MThis training was of value to him when in 1920,-he was “elected Mayor
. of ‘the City ot Limerick ~by 'the newly clected - Corporation. -He an
! the Corporation at’once pledged allegiance to Dail ‘Eireann and the
Irish Republic, and he:was proud of the “fact” that he was the first
-Republican Mayor of . Limerick. : ‘
N C © 7 MAYORALTY, 1820 :
“We are- indebted to Mrs, K. O'Callaghan,” widow of “the murdered |
/s of this life. . -
{ My husband, Michael  O'Callaghan, was electe :Mayor. of Limerick
on. Friday,” January 30th, 1920, and his first official act was the pledging
of - his allegiance and’the aliegiance of the Limerick Corporation lo
Dail - Eircann. = Owing to the critical and -dificult time, and for the
credit of the Republic, he devoted himself entirély “to the, work of the
Corporation, ‘and. it s admitted that no. Mayor of Limerick was ever
" sg. successful ‘in' managing the city aflairs. ‘He had a sympathetic
understanding, and ‘appreciated the point of view of -the different groups
“A. mermber of the manufacturing class and- an cmployer,
he -was yet, as a working man said to me on one of the first sad days,
a Sinn Feiner and a Republican, he’ tolerated the

Unionists of the Chamber of Cotnmerce and hoped to win their service

 for Ircland. -

From the:very first day of lis Mayoralty, he was noted for his un-
compromising national stand, and it led to his -murder. In the first
week of his Mayoralty, two citizens—DMiss Johnspn and Mr, O'Dwyer—
‘were - shott by the Crown’ troops.” My husband, ‘at a meceting of the
Corporation on Thursday, February 5th, said that under the present

. regime, men's homes were no longer sacred nor their lives safe. e
.would say to the British Government: * Clear your .soldiers out of the
country and we will see to it that every citizen is safeguarded, With-
draw the soldiers, place the police under municipal. control, and we will
ook after our owa.city.”

"At the inquest on these two victims, he stated that he had not been
consulted in an’ advisorv or in any other capacity about the preser-
vation of -the peace-of the city. *The elected representatives of the
people,” he. said, “have only one conuection with these armed patrols’
that parade our streets; as taxpayers, they have to foot the bill”

FIRST DEATH NOTICE-

On Friday, March 18th, he attended a meeting of the: Governing
Body. of University College, Cork and lunched with -the Mayor of
~Waterford and Lord® Mayor MacCurtain. -He returned to Idimerick
that nieht and heard next day with horror ‘of -the murder of his friend,
following the reccipt;of "a threatening letter, He went to Cork on
Monday, March 21st,to™ attend the {uneral cCremonies, and on lis
return received a similar threatening letter on the morning of Tuesday,
March 22nd. This’ letter he published in the ‘local” press. Tt bore the
Clonmel postmark,’ was in-typescript, and rcad as follows:—
) < Prepare” for death, - You are a doomed man. )
: Rory of the Hills, -
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across the street in the Sinn Fe
aeross th ot i inn Fem Club Rooms over H g
She ﬁ{gf;?rh%cwpx‘ed the end {ront bedroom in the ﬁf&i{égrboms%op.
It G s }waslmven another bedroom. That night, a mcct,m e
e hotel, a tall woman got out, interviewed th'e nighct’-ggrtcgrr
1

and “said i
she was looking for un cloping couple who were sleeping -in - -

Room X~ i
Qoo the room in which my husband had been sleeping, ' The night -

vorter 1 b
) protested, the lady pushed past'him, and enterced the bedroont to

find—as she told the :
~as sh porter—that the peopl i .
By this time others were roused, mfd'fhz'trllll(:)rt?)rwfl‘;(;\?eo’ta‘\;e;}}ﬁmrﬁs};:

husband *laughed inci

at the incident, b

woul . v , but the Volunteers:

Villla? abned s:xlfecrt nour own house, so he moved I%)a:’celi‘s-t;h%xtlg}ﬁ‘ -t h’e
slept at case while the Volunteers changed ‘gL;ar'd o?xljt%?dr:tg

This arrangeme 48
by O gement lasted for some months, Much has been said = -

eneral :
Cameron and others of the British Government regarding

il 1 i
te way in which my husband kept. the peacé of the city. I would like

te l)ut on reCOrd th 134 (}CI L
4 neral C?InEIOIl arie fOICC b lptlsed my
8 d S <

hushand’s ye ( i
s year of oFﬁc.e in the first week with the murder of Miss.
wyer, aud marked his last' weék with .the blood
qlgea,ceful-one in

Tohnson and M !

K d I, O D
of T <

Lime?;zlkma}l\ce’ LR.A. How far the year 1920 was
Lid 'monthlg O%xo:vhx; through1 the press to the pub‘lic'
3 Lt year, there w ' g '
Crown outragés in Limerick than é?re hore

“shooti Ul‘i}}g\the first”
. mgs-up” and more -
sewhere in Ireland. "It was reported

o ¢ 1exic)
n the issue of the Limerick Leader. for June” 30th, that owing-to the:

o y ! - 10 e
as an abnormal number of patients -

tension due to outrage
tensio { there w
suffering from nery i i
. O] vous complaints is 3
:é):.gsce,” chil(ixcl O’Ca’liaqhaxlx W'l:sb and diceascs
agpressors dard g ceakers, 1t
agres wcr;‘r'obll‘;g} bx«.dkhrb. It was to him citizens went when their
o e M Tobbed, \‘Aﬁlcc(}!;e(ghor Izlumed by the Crown forces 'c'nit' we;;‘
> : g
::zc\mbers of the English garriggn' i aes were brutally beaten by
wspa g 5 y
nen (;J)isxz;:i:t?oirtrc;?onldcnts as to the truth of happenings in-Li ick -
o district; Macr‘g(l;e ;vlho forced t};e truth on the notice of Grrclsilrcal
»ir Ney facre n an open letter : ’
SCl]tLIl‘?(i Ii(rom that letter gives phis atttitt?lrdc(?i Avgust Zlst, :1920. “A
. now you have no real ri l i :
this conlE ; real’ right to exercise a . .
iguorazfcnetrg'f antdtI ‘lzddrcss you simply to insure thatm;roigthx?g}f?:lg
norace of acl)ﬂlerztzgc alnd. atrocity -shall be culpable andl'lzha‘r ssg
S, . 0 assume ignorance of what has bccurred in ym;
tl'zeG}f:l;rzx;g C}ameron spoke so strongly ‘at the Militar
A r}irt Hxsband gave him in keeping the peace
o getwellat ItvIIx_cy had many meetings and discuo
peeting Camer‘ég’s ;Chlddr O(,,:‘lllag‘h‘au‘and General Camero
Moo, Apri‘l i LL\IL}&,‘ The English garrison hroke balr]razvlfs o
Fueiliors il 20th, alxxlot followed in which a soldier of tl V$' b
proverty, as, Kill ((",L.,l‘“, troops did a certain amount of d;e _elgh
Hamerty, and the iun‘gml called on the Mayor at the T nﬁge fo
he could keep tlh}u:{’l"lx: order in the strects,« The Ma o ‘dall_ o
gxe ety so]dizr;)e;;fl opfoltilcxe city .with Voluntcer neazgrpza;;dlgh?lfc
amcron oug Soldiers and ¢ were confined to barracks, Ge ral
eron ha ggestion aside as impossible ed. insteat
tinzuishingbg?degéCouli\lxiiz']?;kl ‘t(o)gét}llfr' the Voml};:;zufgﬁfggflgsﬁ;id
treatme HoRe ac allaghan . t
1ent aw‘;gted Volunteers so baiged, Igrrluelwt}?éﬂ}cflistc%%s;ggu‘éylvc}ila;'
. e

there,
-I 5 FIRST RAID )
n July and August, 1920, raids on private houses in Limerick

alr £ knowin that t would be a

be’(f. 1€ more j.rcqx}ent. My “husband i g i

serious: matter\ff his armed guard ﬁff’:d én f.lhﬂ CI‘O I‘ll I 5'14 ‘ in
W fo Ces’ coming

. During this .time- of -

y Iiquiry about
f the city that it

On advice f ' o
vice from the Volunteers, he left his house and went to stay

in the Ge Hotel, I : ) . .
orge Hotel, und a guard of Irish Volunteers watched at night on a “legal”™ raid, decided to

Cocame and went during the sumunier wionths.
: . . . . :
.o three weeks' holiday in London frowm September 1st, and on the night

_accompanied by the maid. T as

- ta murder the -master.”

the people’s champion against Crown . l C-.room’ floor, that was an” impossibility..

it was-he who enlightened foreign °

ssions, I'he only .-

. -
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o do without theny, and relied for safety
on - the presence of the ordinary guests, Awericans and .olhcrs‘ who
We hud decided to take
was neither guard nor gucst 1t
On that night, at 1145 a mixed
accompanicd Dby somc

of Monday, August 30th, when there
the house, we had our hrst search.
party of soldiers, police and  black-and-tans,
military officers in uniform_ and in civilian clothes, in charge of Mr.
B, the local District Inspector of Police, also in civilian clothes,
having fired off volleys of shots at the Sarsfield Bridge, climbed over
the Front wall of our garden and knocked at the door. ; Hearing the
shots, T gat out of bed aud, watching from my bedroony window, saw
the dark fyrures comiing over the wall and rushing up the grass in the
mooulight,  Leong before that night, we had decided that Michael
should never go down to open the door at night, so 1t was I who went
ked who was there, and the answer
was “Dolice ! 7. When we-opened the' deor and saw the crowd in mixed
uniforn and civilian clothes, armed with revolvers and rifles, the maid,
Brigid, said to the man who was in front: “(Oh, sir, you are not going
as When I was convinced it  was a “legal B
_search; mot a murder raid, 1 called my husband, and the search.began,-
Iul not before T had handed to them the key of +the garden. gate which
cas kept Jocked at night. The District Inspector said that he was most
- anxious ‘that there should be no loating, and asked Michael and me 1o
“aecompany the men into the different rooms, but as they poured into
all the rooms in the ground flour, the drawingroom. foor, and the bed-
A few days after, T wrote the District Inspector the following letter,
which he acknowledged i— : ’ '
’ ) “ &t Margaret’s,
. . “1/ix/1920.
- «§ir,—After your search of my house- ou_ the night of Monday,
Angust 30th, the following articles were missing: Silver. Drawing-
roomn Clock, Sitver Pepper Castor, Gilver Cigarette Case and Match-
‘hox, Silver. Butter: Forle, two Tea Spoons,-Cards, Toilet Soap, Cork-
screw. All the articles, with the exception of the clock, were taken
from the downstairs portion of the house, where your men also helped’
themselves to claret and stout. 1 am telling  you this, ot that 1
want restitution, but merely as a matter of information for you,
because vou persoually soemcd anxious that.not

hing like this should
oceur.” )
: «“ON. THE RUN" . .

We left for London on 3
lotters pressing us to stay away as long as possible, - My husband
wrole. to say that he imtended returning to Limerick after three wecks;
Again we were urged to take at least six weeks, if not the three months
rest we needed. My Lhusband agreed with me that there must be some-
thing behind all this, but he said that his post awaited him, so-back
we cane to Limerick on Saturday, Scptember 25th, to learn that secret
information had been got from Colonel that ‘my husband’s
life was in great danger, and that it would be folly for him to sleep

- at home, - From Saturday, September 25th,
Jhusband. never slept a nig
during the day to his Mayoral duties at the
to meals unattend c
to the ‘information we had received,
house. Tt meant that, if there was a Corporation. meeting
he left his home about that time and did not return.
mecting of the Corporatio
being at 10 o'clock—and walked to the house h

night. On such nights, T.stood in the hall witl

Scptcmbcr 1st, 1920, and while there received

until- Christmas Eve, my
ht at home. ‘That is to say, he attended
Town Hall, wallked home
led, through the public- streets, but at night, owing
e dared not sleep in his own
ing. at 630 p.m.,
1f there was no
n, he left his home about'9 o'clock-—Curfew
¢ had sclected for that
1 uiy sister and waited

s

%
1
It
k3
3
“ 4




Michael O'Callaghan, founder m"e

for ten minutd an

minutes or a quart A '

‘ 3 ute d
vor o, uinutes or & juarter of an hour.” If there were shots—and

scarcl

He received Iy
s fx ' ;
a5 e Teceiv mal death notice on October 15th, 1920, It read
Final Warni " ‘
fing arning.  Whereas, it |
. . . . Sl !
S;;{)S};gnﬂl‘exn Orpanization of wh
the so-called LRA., or
farough the so-called LR.A, or ‘murder gan AL
'L"i‘li: 11'”' rthxs hitherto God fohs, has meen antry
5 eign of terror must
1d\l'ucstly warned that in ti
) Dcuss.alnci1 cowardly crimes
nished in such a ny : at
c%}rsus.ﬂlsy vorde‘r. anner that others will be deterred from criminal
e examined it very care
1 put it aside for fnttfrcuwru”y and note

1ed the roadwa
- oadway 3 as S
used say to me: ¥ \Ngl Soinr 3, Sarsfield -

but for my Iug}band’s 3
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©10.30 one night, therc was a telephone call to say that my husband
“could have the trunk-call that he was asking for during the day. 1
knew nothing about this, but ] said that my husband was not at liome. .
Next day, Michael, on being=told of the matter, said that he- had not
asked for a trunkcall 1 wondered if the authors of the TMinal Warning
wanted to find “him at home that night, Here, :to show my husband’s
‘close counection with the  LR.A. in these autumn and winter months,
T-wish to state that he was onc of the three persons who supported
‘financially ., the local commandant of the LR.A. When
was arrested, the newly-appointed officer called at once on the Mayor
to tellof his appointment, and to keep up. the .necessary relations
betiveen: the nilitary and civil sides of the Republican Government.
My - husband, -was, too, in constant communication  with all the
TDepartments o An Dail, and carricd out {heir orders. When in Dublin,
he got. irito personal touch with the Cabinet’ Ministers, and.their-rela-
iions were most cordial. :
+ On Christmas, Tve, we decided that cven the British Government
“Kept. some rules and that assassins would stay ‘their hands for the
time commenorating the birth of the Prince of Feace. So my husband
“slept: at ‘home that night. On Christmas ‘Day, however, he decided
that, no-matter what the risk was, he was: not going to leave home
Cagain.: It -worried him that 1 had stayed by- myself all the winter,
though I pointed out that thiere were three of us women in the house.
7 On-January-19th, 1921, my hushand got-a copy of The Weekly Summary
through the post: “We were interested in ‘the 'wrapper, and getting out
e envelope” that” brought the Tinal Warning ‘on October 15th, 1920,
we could’ see.that: the postmarks were the same, and”thah there were
he same ‘peculiaritics 4n-the typing and’ punctuation of the addresses.
“Phey had been typed by the same machine. “Phe final warning:and the
nofrynious cqpy'ofﬁ;tlxe‘poli(:c gazette, The Weekly Summary, published
in. the - Castle, ‘came from- the same source, T have these two, the:

wrapper and the' envelope. ‘ ;
E‘LEC‘TION "OF GEORGE CLANCY . TO MAYORALTY

‘As the end-of the Mayoralty year drew nigh, pressure was brought
to bear on my husband to continue in office a second ycar. He pleaded
that he was not a strong man, that he had -put his own business aside

~for 1920, and that onc year of the Mayoralty under difficult circum-
‘stances was tlie most that could be expected from even the best citizen
S ot the. Republic.” George Clancy was clected Mayor on Monday,
- January 31st, 1921 .
o Alter the . Mayoral election, my husband at once plunged into_ the
b affairs of bis firm, the City Tannery. We had been promising our-
" selves ‘a holiday in the South of France alter the worry and strain of
- the year, but ‘pressure of husiness decided him ‘to postpone . such a
holiday. He was, besides, full of the propaganda work he was now
free to.do for the cause, and he insisted that the time was ripe for' 2
genuine hoom in home manwfactured goods.- He felt that this was
. “just as much a means of attack as military operations, and that it had-
the advantage of putling, as it were, cvery Irish man and every Irish.
woman on active service. S )

Asoom ngna t mber of the Limeri i
sociation, speaking to a “country audi;x?lc‘;nv‘c }gnlndusbjgl
L 7 N

+

-ty sister ran out bolding an electric torch and

ki Bridge.. ing
lec s not there to-night.”gIt V(S;cl);n;n%r lga_ck..shc'
ake, I pretended not to mind ’,ymg‘tlmc,'

FINAL DEATH NOTICE o

as come to our knowledge that

icl )
1 you are a prominent official - , . SECOND RAID. )
;#.0n Shrove Puesday - night, February 8th, my husband and I were

having supper in the dif 1

-fearing and Ig iding

ar g aw-abiding -country. :

o evlé;tstc;pped. You are, thereforey'most

o l;) the continuance of‘tlle'se"heart—
e personally held responsible and

ringroom at a few minutes after 10 o'clock.
Phere was a frantic knocking at the hall door and at the service door.
The maid and I went to the hhall door, and I asked who was there,
cetting’ the answer:, Police!” I opened the door, and in rushed a
body. of policemen, armed with rilles and revolvers. ‘I'hey shouted as
they rushed ‘past me in. the hall, and up and down ihe stairs: “Who
lives here?” “Hold the - doors”” T noticed that they were very red

d the typi
refully a 1¢ 1¢ typing and postmark
crence. Some weelks afterwar%s, aﬁf&é
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dding however, that he was glad they came so carly. “ W'l come
lers e’ next time,” they replied in o threatening manner.
After- this ruid’ I was frightened for the first fime, for again and
gain during-it, when. my husband was quictly and courteously answer-.
ng-the -questions _shouted ‘at him, T saw hate and murder in the faces =
fia few. of these men. It appalled me that anyone should feel.so
ards “my -husband, and. next day, whien I met7one of my sisters, -
yalked along the: quayside, while T told ier of the raid, “Qur bad’
‘- front of-us,” L said, and, overwhelmed by some vague LCITor, |
downiand- cried. - Women do not cry “much.in Lreland during. "
; the. trouble goes” too deep. My husband 'said “during the”
following"day, as. he-had said so often since the trouble started, when--
ever he heard of ‘the brutal treatment of prisoncrs at the barracks, -or
of brutal“murders & *“1 hope they will neither ‘beat nor torturc me. '
am '_,1’1<‘>t‘afraid of death, but T must confess that T should like a.quick

one.
‘ THIRD RAID

On Tuesday, February 22nd, just a fortnight. after the last raid, we
ore visited agait, ~Lhere was the usual knocking at the door about-
30:-the maid_and 1 having asked who was “there, and. getting -the:
usual .answer, - Police,” opened it. On the steps were a crowd of police
nd soldiers; and shining over the wall at the end of -the garden, T could
¢ the search-light. “Ihe man in frout, in mufti, armed with a revolver,}
was- the Auxiliary-Cadet whom T had scen at the. dance, whose name -
ad-been .given to me, aud “about whose conduct at Tom Blake's house
I-had heard,” Tom Blake had been murdered since then, so I looked
Mayor Mich l.oyc ; . e i atf:tjﬁc 1}1:\§xlwit}xli1xtex~est':m(fl upprc!fu:llmion.] He ,waz;i obwl/ioélsjlpr\/%]xll charge
ichae allaghan SR RN S ‘of the raid as he was in front of the others, an asked “Who lives
MacCurtain, of Cork, wgho ;'nofhi‘m:e?ck’ “tfﬂ‘? funeral of Lord Mayor CChere?” On being. told, he said that he had come to make a scarch.
was murdered by masked R.IL.C ;_npti encel‘) his wife and five children, " fhen ‘he said “1 want the key of the gate.” My husband, having
: . e early hours of March 19th, 1920. ~ heard that it was merely a search, came out of the diningroon.
walked -back to the hall table in view of all wha were standing at the

door, and, taking the key from the little tray, handed it to him. Ta

in the face and excited, their clothes were dusty and untidy, and some " :

of the men w dr S s i 3 4
ere runk, [ 1 i mt the i .Ill jgele) u(l 8 id 1 m v few: moments
I t 1 ‘ p - . A . o c dml o01m, a a to y ’ .
wusband, who wds sldudmg \’Vltll hlS bdck {o the fire: ¢ Have you that - ) | ‘ : ; i

relic in your pocket? Qh, I'm afrai N eIl SEATC s CIne i i als ch-light, shint

. C ? , afraid. The ; ¢ ! . women wearchers came hurrying in; also the search-light, shining now
th“"."rcéllffcadof“,‘é} hll‘c),’, 3{3‘6 Ve{)y lc‘irunk," ¢y have come to"do ‘some-- _ , o }'hrlotu%h uill" open g}ate\fvaelr, li_chhtcd up the vifholeléxousc, t:{nd ;’;\:wc amdplc
_— ) ere,” he said, “angd stand n e ieht for the search of the iront rooms. could sec that the garden
21‘0:’\‘/’111“ tkl)l((:i ;ltlvow./cr in o minute” After a litt?:rtirrnn% t\l)l\::h?)tgfi,:r'ét 18, . was full of soldiers in war outfit. They stayed outside, and the search
and my hu‘lj*l'rsl f'rf){n the bedrooms and up from the kitche €. ﬂame was carried out by: about twenty English police, in charge  of the
“his Tard f(b)rm}c( d's‘kc'd the meaning of their visit. I cannot (Iilesco%r’ , Cadet 1 mentioned, and another young officer. At once, the wonen
Irish DOﬁCe I was like a nightmare. There were both Bl I"-n g : . hurried the rx}:\ud and me upstairs, while my husband was led into the
who Seeme'd jtl gVC owed our lives to two members .of the“"osfdsﬁ Iag : . diningroonl. T'he women searched the wardrobes, linen press, Cup-
rushed ab Ao have a slight restraining influence All the by boards, drawers, beds, ete., ete, very carefully, Even the heels of my
rushed about/ishouting and pulling things out, o v e others: boots and the. shoes and the hems of my gowns were examined. The
ing at the 1’\"2;’412 agony of Terence McSwine val;n}mmg vases, jeer- manner of the senior woman searcher was insolent in the. extreme,
SDCedy1 end to my husband’s propaganda el%x, ‘rfl.atenmg t>0'1)ut a- . At last she searched me personally. hig seems. a small matter, but
Cj‘O(.l, God was dead, asking me how I woul'd'?iik o t~}11at there, was no the circumstances—the time, 11 o'clock, the place, my own house, the
saying that I would scon know more about mgrgg' quse to "o up,” '

pany one insolent manner—were such as to causc me great humiliation. This
3 one man who went off on his own initiative to’ search . the

pany one man who w I had to accom-: o \Ivom(;m, "(l Clcmld se;:. had learned her methods and her manners il
s, though all the time I we ; o “ondon dealing with a class of Jinglish crime ver different from my.
éownsta;rsx This constable found ?drfliﬁtfg;d“fg{stxlny husband’s - safety - offences undcx'g the Restoration of (%rdcr Act in Iryeland, y
i;ml(e:t which ;ray_husband had worn' at the fuucrzlandf ﬂﬁe mourning, Al this time I was anxious ahout my husband downstairs, ~After-
lacCurtain and Lord Mayor MacSwiney, so I | d? of Lord Mayor wards he told me that the second officer said. to him: “We were
l":gh ]a rifle to 'my back They all agreed that'%a to go downstairs thinking " of giving 'the new Mayor a Lord Mayor's Show.” Michael,
a\mgt? bt’{‘:nge ‘it had been robbed from a poncggint?i?’ﬁugmg the” ‘. scenting a jeering mote, flung back: “Well, you could have done so. |
am ;115 "x.k When they had been an hour-and a half with- ‘Kpuedin an.. . You have the power, the guus, the armoured cars, the tanks.” ‘BEven
or the key of the gate as they did not want th with us, they -asked. then, my husband’s “ peaceful” character was being built up, for the .
:z‘t“?"ﬁ“ ﬁt‘ gate and wall, My husband asked. ?hgffub]f Of};c,hmbmg - L officer. replied: “T hope- he'll keep the city as quiet as you kept it
ght like this, frightening his wife and pulling “W}l); t cy. came - : o The.Cadet in charge and the second in command then canie upstairs,
. . 133 ‘ ulling the. houseabout,’ and the Cadet asked me particularly which was my room. 1 pointed
S : : it out, overlooking the front garden, Then they noticed the disposition
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i

of all the roons, and meantime, the soldiers were examining all the
windows opening on to the unext garden and the back of the house.
{nn the hall, when the Auxiliary Cadet, Intelligence Officer, or what-
ever he really was, was leaving, 1 said: “Arc vou aware that we were
ratded just a fortnight ago?” He hesitated a little, but replied at length’
“Yes.” Then 1 comnplained that-it was a-drunken, raid, and- that the
attitude” of some of the men taking part in it was most hostile and
threatening, 1 pointed out that it ‘was 'not really a scarch,. for some
of the rooms were not entered,
was an “irregular” raid. merely to yorry and frighten us.. ‘He wag
sympathetic about this, and very polite, and left saying ‘“‘good night,”
having made arrangements to have the gate lockéd by one of the black
and-tans, who would hring us back, the key and get out over the wall,
Alter they had goue, my husband and T had o chat about the ‘raid.
We discussed the €udet in charge, and my lhusband remarked that he
had a charmiifiy cultivated voice, and wondered if he  were” English.
We could come 1o no conclusion about his nationality as his name
supgested that o might Le of Jewish extraction, Anyhow,” said
Michael, *“ the rascal has a nice voice, but a very dirty job” -

MURDER 'RAID BTN A
On the night of Sunday, March 6th, Michael and I'went fo bed abput
1T o'clock, Having spent a very happy day- together, After a morning

visit to his Thother, 1 wrote letters while he attended the funeral of |

George Clangy’s father-in-law. In the afterngon, Mr. William Hard; of
America, calledy and my hushand never was in a happier hurour nor
m a belter Yein for brilliant talk, Later, my two sisters“and my

brother-in-law came and when they left before Curfew, we sat, and.

read, and chatted at the drawingroom fire.
Usaid: “This has been a happy day” ¢ Very happy, thank God,” he
replicd. T fell asleep, and was wakened by a loud knocking at the hall
door, 1 wot up and, throwing up the bedroom window, said:. “ Who's
there?” It was a darkish night, and I could see nothing, but a

As we were going to sleep,

said, * Michacl O'Callaghan” “ We want him,” came immediately, two
voices this time, My mind stabbed me with the thought that this
Tormula preceded murder in Ireland, and I {elt faint with horror, but
! said calmly enough: “Well, you can't see him at this hour of the
night.”  The voice I knew said s
in anyhow.” 1 wrew fainter at this, but when the voice said in the
tone of words 1 had heard on the previous raid: “And we want the
key of the gate” | felt reassured, thinking at once of the women
scarchers, Turning te iy hushand who was getting out of bed, ' T
said : 145 the usual thing,  What shall 1 'do?” He said: “Oh, I wish
they would uot worry us like this, but ask them is there an officer in
clharge.” ¢

I bent out again, heartened by his calmmess, and asked: “Is there
an oflicer in charge?” “Oh, yes,” came the answer, “onc officer.”
“Two officers,” said the other voice, Iy spite of auyself, while I put
on my dressing-gown and shoes, I cried a little
“Don’t bother about Drigid to-night. You're: nervous, and T'll come
dowu wilh you this time. "Dis the usual thing. Don't be afraid, dear.”

"Il bring my Rosary heads,” T said. He had lighted the candle,
and put on chis gown and shoes, and we went downstairs together, I

heard Brigi's door opening, and she told me .afterwards that she
wondered to: see the master

arrangetnentis,

dear, It will be all right.”

and, as I wdnt towards the door, T-said:
middle of the hall
said: s all right,”

so that I could only conclude that it.:

a voice
from the step) a voice 1 recognised, replied: “ Who lives here?” 1.

1zain: Y We want him, and we're coming

, and my husband said:-

3 - going down with me in spite of all our:
She heard him say to me on the stairs: “Don’t WOrry,

He light¢d the hall gas, and put the candlestick on the hall table, -

’ “Don’t stand. there in the - .
You never know what iy going to happen” He © -
and stoed just behind me while I unlocked and.

‘.LIMERLCK’S FIGHTING STORY

' ",’ o . B oy ’f Miélxaél.O’Cailaghﬁn: from
Mrs. K. O Callaghan, oy, “She telly in these page ¢ N
(a’gl)x‘};'gtz%m}};e{ husband’s “brutal murder- by-'the British.
- ‘sto N . : .

1 opened the door wide, and when 111 saw thebtwot

¢ ‘with gogeles, and hats pulled down, -and c_otat ::n;lfl?‘dz? angt\h
,;1111((2::111_' \g'mrs inyhheart" leaped in {ny br}casotl.veikxxw I\:Iic\x:xcl' eder.. Both
’ " caid” togcthe avi their rev s acl: :
ot said %)gcﬂ‘mg{lt\ﬁ “ﬁ]& mind worked like madness. T th?t}ght (ﬁ
vouch'cr?‘ aﬁliléxtl of the river, of all the Horrors, ant‘]ysfnr‘elt.c ulng =mI
'gu‘;hdﬁf; frms to cover ‘Michael :.md1 pu"shmg him back behind 1me, .

o arms 1 cl A

i J J | not tha ’
‘shoutegl: :l‘l\lvjichl?xgl sgi'y 9§%. No,’ just twice, as thc men advaém;:l(é
L th(lz hall. I ’caugh‘t at their -hands as thcy»' trmd1 to g;l lon'

afttc:;ofusﬂ;: ‘way:® there was a struggle flor a sec?lnctll, W%?ufgg Ereed
P it with the clear glasscs and the » . )
R4 rlghthand"ltxiée'gﬁg vé:}?r my shoulder.” T turned to sce Michael -

lc}tlslgggxhtfr?)ﬁ? the hall table, against which T had pushed him, and fall

S omter the mat at the foot of the stairs. In my agony, I r?l(éxﬁ‘d r&};gigécxl;
.()?“tlo nan tand that same devil slipped past me-and cmpItLe 1st i
?ntctu lxcni/n‘cdeéxr hushand’s body as he1 lay o\?oitg;e §§g§§1§t o ;.vadso \iz ésti%rSm
ith the” ~—the 10s¢ ( .

R th? c-?thég‘ \2}\2?- hffghslfc}?nl\dxhael was passing us to go out, 111 flew
- but as F'l’%f\qdl the strength of a maniac. We three fought tegether in
Y’Rb'wmill‘ hzill(ci 1 screamed-all the time. T kuocked them twice asﬂ?e%;»
tf'lcxzth&‘;ali;;p\gid on the polished. floor; my shoes fell off; 1 tore, at

anchained the door.
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LIMERICK'S FIGHTING STORY
« What name? What pame?” came the voice agail.
repeated - desperation: “Mrs. ,O’qulughau, wife of Michael .
'Callaghan; who . was Mayor of the -city, of St. Margaret's ‘North
trand. - I want a priest. My husband has been murdered.”  Again
ame: the queston: “W\What name?” I threw down the receiver and
Gied to-Brigidy O, they are mocking me.. They will not understand
what I-am saying” 1 went to kneel down beside my husband, when
he tclephone'bc!l,rang.' 1 took the receiver and repeated that my
Lusband. had:been shot, and that 1 wanted a priest. A decisive voice
led - this time, and: L explained where Trather Philip lived—on the
romn the- Barracks to my house. "Fhen 1 rang’ off. Brigid went
down "to the gate again and again to find if the doctor was coming.
At last she heard footsteps. She called out: “Is that the doctor?” He
' ced the gate and they came in together. I was
and led

answered, so’ she unlocl
X and's body, so the doctor took me up

rouching near my husband’s !
Then he went back to the hall to examine

<

‘me-into the ‘drawingroom. i
Michael, closing, the door behind him, while 1 knelt in the dark praymg
‘and in agony. 1 knew, and yet 1 hoped. In a moment e was back
in the room,, telling me that there was no hope. 1 cried out, and would-
not—could, not believe -him. e lifted me from the floor, and he and
Brigid’ did ‘what they could for me. ~At last he- said: 1 can’t do any-
‘thing for him, but 1 can gct Father Philip” - When, he was gone,
Brigid and L knelt and praved that my husband would live titl’ Tather
Philip  came, Phe time passed, -and Brigid, “~watching, cried ouf:

" Here's Lather Phalip.” :
He knelt at once to anoint Michael, while T went to the hall door
- holding the glasses in, my hands. Knowing who the murderers of my
“husband  were, 1. wanted to keep the police out until all wus over.
There were-four pien on the steps—a district’ inspéctor, a sergeant,
‘and two- constables—all looking coldly-and curiously over my shoulders
into the hall, where-at the foot of the stairs my husband was recelving
~the last Rites of the Church, They saw what was happening, that a
man, whon they afterwards described as a man of peace, was dying,
murdered, and” they did not remove their caps; nor was there a single
word of sywmpathy for a womal in SOTTOW. Pictures of soldiers satuting
the dead hodies of their opponents flashed through my mind, pictures '
Cof men’ saluting the dead all the ‘world over. "No salute here, only
cold ‘curiosity. ’

“Have you any idea who has done this ?* asked the District

Inspector. 1 replied: * 1 will not say, but I have these glasses belong-
ing to the murderer.” He seemed interested in them, and put out his
nand, but T drew back, saying 1 would keep them,

“When did it happen?” he continued, “T don't know,” I replied.
“Pen minutes’ past one,” said. the sergeant. “\We heard the shots at
the Barracks, turncd out, but could not locate them.™ .

* Tather Philip huished 'his work, and then made’ me £0 into the
drawingrootrt where he lighted the gas.. 1 could hear the police moving
vound - the hall’and the kitchen stairs, ‘fooking for bullets. “ Find the
puzzle,' said .one {6 "the -other. “After a little time, the sergeant came

in to us with a note-book, and asked me to tell what' happened. “‘The . ’
District ‘Inspector is Ta’ mew man,” he said, “ o does not know what -
to do, so I am:forced into the work.” 1 told him simply what happened,
for T was exhrausted, He'said he would come’ back ‘the “following day
for, more’ information, to whicl: T made no reply. He also questioned
Brigid, but, she -had “seen nothing il she came down fo find us lying

together at the foot of the stairs. ’ .
Suddenly & thought, seemed to strike Father.Philip; he walled with
‘me to the drawingroom. door,” and called out: “You can’t help Mrs.
- t go and see if the Mayor, George Clancy, is

faces and heads Hnstincti

cs @ ads Enstinctively; tl i ‘ ’ -

fa ; s v; they never said a ith”

mlf{)rre}mxuéiu(irlx qulzci hctmll’ shoulders and arms iy eb?éllbzagti'rgetwtlﬁh" '

ur lla stand, jand a ast with a 3 ey V &, and T

ldllhse};l:yll]ly on 111‘:? hip on the floor u effort, they threw me off, and-.I. -

never forget the a ' : ;o

and Shall fo ne agony I suffered as ing""

and. s.f‘p%gss* while 1 watched them running d I lay there screaming”
‘I cor 11;1,1(11.. Tors e ptched ¢ running down the “grass in. the:.

:l il r : . - . . N B . .
being cr}\intv cﬁ;‘tc'li t% my husband and fell across his body,™ hy
Dol g 180 hogcdm\gl to s;l)'arc him to me. I had never ge'e:ua'my
Py, die, s hoped where- from the first shot there’ T o hope.
His eyes c;'cr:lddxas'ufl. and he’gave just a little sigh C%ri“;;clls rno‘hope;

, was on the landing when she hc'ard t%e "ﬁl?(i ﬂﬁﬂg
“first *shot.

ad said before,

Others followed
‘ed, and she 1 i g
(ther low ,_'m knew what it meant. Ot
cmciﬁ); rl‘)x;?idlbxol‘;ni\lzatichrc \,x})ss bl;clssed‘ for theAlgogx{lg%fs}élia%gt?h'w
grucifix and holy,  and ran down to find O ~death, .my-
» stalrs: At first she *hois desd”Sh lymglat:ﬂ}th |
Ioot of th irs;, rst she thought us botl ne:
husl):md'sml(ilr);‘t’:' I‘IS, this a bad dream?” ,S}lelh(i?idélx She.r%usgd,mg,
pand's lips, ax:c said the Act of ‘Contrition before %‘?fuclaX.Sijy.
i eyt ‘to‘o nwetlxlmcz during this night, but I can reﬁ?“ b fhf“k, ’
clvcn oty too well. ftef ;c_h?t ox{xe little sigh, xﬁy husbggld‘ecli.idsorllléib
eren haurt - I refused to 'l igi im, o
wounilishglx:t Itli]sml,)lgng kx{}({,wmg that I woul?it lciilgx;ldy r:le%\;e hl?li gl hWC -
' i nd x ) , 2 on’if I saw his
@ hot water bott S The got pillows, put rugs over hi '
?()um opcnfls;)(:;t:l(‘brtgkehl?l feet, k'lhf? ‘brandy Lf)oLctfl\::rw}(:,mrjx’eieéggrr‘)ézf‘md I
ould open, so we | the neck off, and I bathed hi cad
hearing talkin state, Brigid ran down the d s poor-forehead.
| ' | state, Brigid » garden to go for help, but
to leave me. Wt Py ¢ i ¥ i
' tside the g s e road, she did not lik
of the telephone ; one all we could, it A i
tab {”i(thc r[zla(::fs IV\llzlzll(%C1)51}1]10e(}\.’,2ts'fflo?3<im up the n:;?z%g;e flsgwtlz)?u%ll:é
not know I had déue off the murderer i ‘st T did”
| o e 1}}(}1{;}1:7;ch s?, yet here they were Iyin;;nfotllzlcedﬂ;::gﬁie‘ thId‘l'd |
patie e E: h age at once, and, telling the operator wh Svas the
would come to 11\«[& ‘}0'11 to the Jesuit Fathers, for I kiew lemt T e
would come ¢ d).‘:? m«_l,] I failed to get an answer from '?lt or Hackett
my hushand w};gﬂ?r’I wi}é)m 1 tri.cd next. Then the operétle:"m’ b fron&'.-
abou » whem 1 did ‘get, - He seemed - ink Wbt T said
t the number-of shots that there was'hotoh(gglilkbtﬁofn ‘vichzc{it hISald >
asked him “to,

come for God's sake, and . 2
of Tat I's sake, and he said he would "3 Fearl :
chanlzix}xle'ingn{’l}b. of the Franciscans, whoChl:i;ccle !;t' Then' T thought. *
T conta riend when he wag Mayor.” He woulien my. -husband’s
ch};an;{e to walyk g(eléi\xorgj t?hém;:}, so I asked the opefggf;(t)‘tl;ﬁc%flu :
e T A o fo the raticiscan  Friary and call Father
the Friary, but, th ew minates’ walk from the Tele up Father
ary, . though h Y e Telephone Exch
leave his . ough he was kind and wanted ange fo.
wosted ringggé,“})ciides he could not risk the C;rftgwhzg‘eé:& C%llllé not -
across the streé)t f\rﬁéx&)’gxgﬂ? Hospital in Bedlord Row wsﬁich"?s Sj‘xlg;
Father Phili 0 1e Friary; the night nurse t Y . h
'fh en I th(l)lu‘;]-u 0?1;;1;6 F\;/rzzs q1;£cl>t.ansWIer from the Siyi};egl:ien ?%égriiizlll -
duty answered. 1 told him tl fon: 1 rang them up and ‘th “on.
puty answered 1 told him that my husband had been and that
A Philip, and T ask : ad been shot, and that’
Station.and call up Father asked him to walk de orT et
3 . up Father Phili AL own from the "Fi e
God's earth for Mr., O’ ilip. He said: “I ' e e
s e {r. O'Callaghan, b would do anything ‘on-
during C » " ghan, but I dare n i R s -
call lﬁ') FL:;T;]CEVZ. Phl'\i('e)tL the operator SUggeSte?It a;.zs(;(i%;t Bx‘fo éhe streefs ..
and his wife a ilip on his way to my house. I ran + Roberts -to "
husband's wordqna‘gﬁreeg bthakt he had just left the- hgulslg ‘t}’ll‘el doctor, . -
the S 1 ack to me: “If h . odnen Lmy
matter over on to them at once. Iselgzmggre‘t,g;i?a;umpe%%l'ﬂig?x‘
nper ..

I rang up. 184, Willi T
SSatird: d“This is \fi‘s“"‘“h?cﬁffif Ié?éiﬁagﬁg‘“‘ﬁ% and when I'got on, T - -Q’'Callaghan. . Why. no

»trand, speaking. My husband has bcenns’hgt aSntd l;dargar.ﬁ,s'rNQrth’, . safe” The police” leftrat ohce: | T tressed, 'we made - up the fire, and .

want” the priest 1 tried .to face’ the Qv,'erwhehning""‘tragedy that hadi come on mciN'n@mc

illiam

'ﬁ'Atj"last,"P“atllcy Philip telephoned to the

and a doctor.”” The voice asked: “ What name” I
X repeated’ what ‘I seemed to stand still.-
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Street Police Bar f | :

IS ohee Barracks for o c

ipect b Ba ks a motor and escort to tak i 'E

A ::' légr;'o«s]l;:)(r?]\t't'hf news to my sister, and to my husebal:;crlr'ls tgr }%ldc"

e asv Lot ;}ntcl, the car came, and he went to Eden Tcrracg '}eIxxw
ar; art ¢ 1c escort, was the sergeant ) ith

some hours before, and he chatted with Ix"%\ther \f),g?lir?ac()lnbtehe: vx;h 0

. .-oU

THE I.R.A. CAMPAIGN |

n WEST LIMERICK

and back. My sister and 1
and buck. My er 2 ier husband, my brother-in- ‘hi
I“at}lc;’ I,}n‘;gl;ﬁﬁf?vcr ‘tog;cther, and their cgming w(;rs H;,L’}l]vgl altlg;vn}}l
Sther hu%b}mi‘— ‘to say Mass at 6 o’clock, and at the sameptim : ;
ister's I z}n{r ‘{’ leu.u to tell the Mayor, George Clancy, that Mif:hm‘
had be Philin‘ ?;trfyég‘dfgtf rlx\}ﬁléﬁaai”rangerlncnts. " At the 6 o'clock 'Maig
. . $ ' y c !
{\X?l]hcsel%'cl:‘,‘n{. “You have m:uieS asogqfst;i{éc"rl:}ﬁf sl\:/fiadss;"‘z'l A
3 '‘Callaghan who has been murdered, it is the Méyo;t Georg

1]

g

C"mcy"’f’ M N A
‘ 4 y sister’s husbs : .
louse. | | 1sband learned the same news at the Mayo

JAL.S ithe l]lOrliIll(,’ rew, othe ill 1ds Ocke(l tom 3.1(1 al[([ at IES

g T g ) 'ht,r €1 1 ﬂ y s
.'1‘)0\”- o d. S t a t
9 30 4.1, .[ was put to bed exh USth, and in ﬂCCd Of the dOC

cm"xuf%xio{lgylas. l;g;:is\ed all over and my hip hurt me ;QI"
homet ]OO‘ky'A;u luc.sday, the people of Limerick s‘treamed into" ti
AN fo r"l lmy dear husband’s face and to kiss his d fﬁ“
"wantcd"‘z’xw“gfﬁ and all ’1vuesday night, members. of t}fa IParXI

m_from the Flying Column, stood guard in heis ;c;')m

All night long, T could hea

A nigh . ,xac wear them saying the Rosary. J

and Ondﬁlu‘:fﬁ 'Ml"\l’i‘.ul’ ’b::forc the High Altar in Srty ]o(gg’s\z\éﬁ?hiida'l

ond qn Thursd ),C‘ arch 10th, they were laid to rest in the Re uibel'r'a

heotin Gac{i‘ lgn,u:tcry. I am proud to think that iy hu bp d'lc'al

hesid saelic Leaguer and the Irish Volunt ooty
side the Ga inteer, the two types' h

dn thie Ireland of to-da i
(Irgaxn of his life come through. Glgdﬂslgcgipgiewggr were making th

MURDER OF VOLUNTEER JOSEPH O’DONOéHUE

During  the night : .
L Dur 2 that Mayor Clanc i
l())y(,atl}l.xe;{h?{x \:v?rc zgssnssxlmlcd, another brug;l ?:;Srd?:'%v/[ayor Michac
e I oya ‘Irnsh '(,oustabulary, on the person abf,})%p{:trated
obon i 110.1 Joseph _()I.)qnoghue, a mnative of’ Ballinacg i guntee
dee;th ,héa\(ms)ef“ mt Limerick about two years, - At the'tgﬁlﬁ"gﬁs?
_was_twenty-six years of ag : ’ cor
of 4 v age, and was e .
of ﬂxlee RGL;ex{' I !ftte Meat Company, Willlam Streeénplgzqdrgs'Manage_r
i the € fe}xc League and the (.A.A, he was but "a}:o"ent ok
me Ofv:.’vllf;(llhh?l became attached to “E” Company Sdéco;g:f‘BZ,tT:I'g?
RA, v ¢ was to prove himself 3 loya cti \ o
o fi\ll)out elghtecx‘l‘ zgvonths *pr.eviously, Joe ‘O’ylﬁ)énaong%uaeul%edmembe;v‘
s{tiat;ezdg}]eStl to “Tig na Fainne,” the residence of Mrs 'ng'%leddah
‘smlthern'nslult)tll?bihm%t Si)lllézﬁ(lly lpopuh’:t?id ldiStriCt of TaneSb.om; ig th);.
o1 - suburbs, sl be noted that both M ey :
rIx\xfaf(t:cl:‘Iadg tO Ca‘llfm\han, resided on the north side i)fl\%gzox;'tcmncy al'l'd
Ox{ t%}lx a"dnist:mce of one-mile-and-a-half from ‘Tanesbérlt)'}r' approx
Ha aridc‘tl}lxlgit of }ﬂle murders, the Rosary had just been finish d at
1h40, 'ca‘mc 1 uzlu?’e 10‘Id' were preparing to retire for the night, cha, "
there cap o? t(}):; ]\{1119%\'1111;( {ttbthc door, " It was opened ‘to ‘some'tivvels'g
embers, of- - RIC. led by the infamous i ch, :
agcompithied by Dbloodhounds. All- poured into Itjlfgecl‘;v;ﬁglfreoeci};f ggg ;

one of them demanded in a loud voice: *
qne of in a loud voice: Are there an o
1other of the party approached Joe O'Donoghue andyarseli)eecish}ilxireh?&.

name. When he gave i is i m

o1 it, his interrogate i #
name, e it, galer cried: “ You : s
ant.” Thereupon violent hands were laid on him ‘andalt;i frxv]:s ha?riwg :

a

from the house.

What “happened subsequently,,-his known -only to: God and the

Wiest:
nation-wide clarion call that
Jor - more than-a year )
8ld, from ‘the towns-and villages,
had been rallying in ever-increasing !
Volunteers. . Despite the confusion which preceded the great climax on
that fateful faster
“assembled ready for such-action as
vith -the-background of - storied Glenquin Castle as_the focal point of
heir- mobilisation. X ¢

Limerick, the final promisc-of fulfilment of many months of hard train-
ing and unceasing endeavour.
“aware of the real purpose
thing big was.n
part, however t t d
was the proud spirit which animated the men as they assembled in
Glenquin on

previous day. The men were
‘Wall,” now
“His second-in-command was Captain
“hecause of previous militacy
Operations, i
(RIP.) then
“Ardagh; and Rev.
Canon of ‘the Limerick Cathedral Chapter.
had” been . more >
. Barnagh as the assembly point, on the grounds
] Volunteers - could control the railway line
- Glenquin,
the men rallied to a tolal strength of approximately three hundred,
J Al were not armed,
© guns “and buckshot.
" fated Aud;.and in any case, the men,
and ready to.play whatever role they wight be called on to: fill.
-main purposc of the mobilisation at this juncture,
©o 10 ensure
the -arms that were expected to pass that way
long, ever on the alert for
maintained
of 'the De Laceys.
from “The Kingdom,” By nightfall it
the leaders that something
© plan
the men were
morrow - might bring
line, that shiclded.  Kerry from view.

Glenquin - included:
Conway and Dan
Killoughteen Company -(Jim

By VOLUNTEER

Ireland sounded the
was to preclude the Rising of Laster, 1916,
before that epoch-maling event, young men and
hills and valleys of the West! Coun.trff

wumbers to the ranks of the Irish

TamErick was not found  wanting  when

Sunday morning, approximately - three hundred men
they might be called upon to take,

Tt was o proud day for thie Volunteers of West
None of the rank and file was officially
of the mobilisation; but all sensed that some-
the offing. Every man und boy was: ready to do his
himble or unpretentious it might prove to be Puch

Faster Sunday morning, in response to the summons sent
despatch riders to the . remotest corners of the 'arca .on the
under the command of Briga(hcr Charles

4 well-known and esteemed merchant in romcotlogher.
McEnery, of Limerick, who,
training, was appointed Director . ot-
Two ‘Chaplains were in attendance, Rev, Michael Hayes
C.C. at Newcastle West, afterwards Parish Priest of
Tomas Wall, now Parish Priest of Ballingarry and
Some. of the leaders
the. selection  of
that- from there the

from Limerick to Tralee.
Faster Sunday morning

favourably ,disposcd towards

“however, was decided on; and so, on

Only a small nomber was cquipped with shot-
. Supplies of arms were expected from the il -
armed or otherwise, were anxious
The
it would secni, was
a clear line of communications through West Lumerick for
from- Kerry. All day

the warning that never came, the Volunteers
wnceasing vigil by the walls of the old western stroughold
““Hour aiter hour passcd, and still no news came
hiad become painfully evident to
had gone seriously wrong with the original
“of campaign. Having received the blessing of their Chaplains,
roluctantly. disbanded, though not without hope that the
better and brighter news from the western sky-

“The West - Limerick Volunteer Companies which assembled  at
Monegea Company (under the command of Dan
Collins) 3 Templeglantine Company (Mossic Leahy) s
Sommers and Dan MecCarthy): Newcastle

murderers. " Early next mc West Company (B, M ¢ ’ an); afulla Com-
) > > yruin : West Company (B, Moone and M. J. O'Gorman) ; Tournafulla_Com
%Dqugf‘.‘lc was found lying someg&iszzgcébsgy' of Volunteer ™ Joseph: Cpany (M. Hartnett and To Leahy); Ashford Company (Mick Begley
e had eighteen bullet wounds in his hody. ay on Janesbord’ Avenue. " and Jackie Noonan); Raheenagh Company (Dick Anglim): Broadford |
PRt ' ‘ L and .

. Company

(— Brennan); Arda;z"h] Chmpany. (Paddy Drinane




