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CHRISTMAS
TOYLAND

*

The Star
artraction this
year is the thrill-
ing Juvenile
Speedway. Kiddies!
drive your car

at full speed
around the track.
Absolutely safe.
Many other super
attractions,
including toys
galore. Small
deposit secures

* Open a Budget

Account — no fuss, no

F | il extra charge ! any toy. Bumper
Gifts for all the family—and choosing is so easy ::"“l’ :::“ i‘“:t“
and convenient in our newly laid out store. Thousands of e QHEm,
bargains all on one floor. FREE CAR PARK g

is available at rear of drapery store.

TODD BURNS & CO. LTD, MARY STREET, DUBLIN

|
LOOK TO |

ODEON
RELAND LTD | |

Dublin’s Leading First-Run Houses:
METROPOLE

THEATRE ROYAL
REGAL
SAVOY

% R K

AND |
I R I s H Dublin’s Leading Surburban Houses:
ClN E MAS | State Theatre, Phibsboro’; Theatre De Luxe;
By Cabra Grand; Whitehall Grand; Pavilion, Dun

Laoghaire; Fairview Grand; Drumcondra Grand;
LlMITED 3 Royal, Bray.

Strand; Regent, B lackrock;

e —————————
_._____———___._-—l

When in the South
visit the

SAVOY, Limerick
SAVYOY, Cork

m

e
I I imerick City Libra
| waniiiliiii

3 0002 00232208

for the finest 1»

Christmas

Entertainment!
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Cumann Laicclesr Saeveal
Cothainile Laigesn
clan na sClméi Largean, 1961

Corn Ui Broin IOMAINT MIONUR—Babhta Cailithe

{1} An Mhi v. I.{}ﬂgphﬂrt—ﬁn Uammh . Eiﬂkj Cill Dk‘il‘a v, An Mhi, 2-4-61.

(2) Ua bhFailghe v. Ceatharlach—Tulach Mor, : _ li
(3) Loch Garman v. Cill Coinning—Ros Mbhic Treom. (B) Cill Mhanntain v. Ceatharlach, 2-4-61.

(4) Cill Mhanntain v. Laois—Eachdruim Ui Bhroin. (C) (A) v. (B), 16-4-61. g
Gach Cluiche ar 26-2-1961 . (D) Ath Cliath v. (C), Bealtaine, 1961. 3
| Babhta (2) IOMUINT SINSEAR agus MIONUR -

(5) Lughbhaidh v. (1). ; J i | o =

(6) lar-Mhi v. (2). (1) Laois v. Iar Mhi: Iomaint Sinsear agus Mionar— g

(7) Cill Dara v. (3). Tulach Mor. ;

(8) Ath Cliath %. (4). (2) Ua bhFailghe v. (1), 30-4-61.

ieathaChrﬂﬂbhatha‘ ) : g_.- & =€
(9 6) v. (7). SINSEAR agus MIONUR CRAOBH
(10) (5) v. (8). IOMANUIOCHTA

An Chraobh: (9) v. (10).
Le togha idir :

Peil Soisear agus lomdint Séisear agus Idic-Mheanach oy 00" B4 Cliath, Loch Garman, Cill Choinnigh
L b, A d A T R & -
Z ‘Ji’_,ﬁlhbh it v A Mty Ttk Datai Cluichi Ceannais Sinsear 18-6-61 agus 25-6-61,
ughbhaidh v. An i-—An Uaimh. _ an ceann le B’ld Cliath ag imirt le bheith ar 18-6-61. %
Ath Cliath v. Cill Dara—Ath Chath, . >
Cill Choinnigh v. Loch Garman—Cil] Choinnigh, SiINSEAR agus MIONUR CRAOBH PEILE
9-4-61 (1) Longphort v. Iar-Mhi ag Muileann Chearr ar
Iar-Mhi v. Longphort (Peil Soéisear). ) 7-5-61. . .
Iar-Mhi v. An Mhi (Icmaint Idir-ﬁﬁ.{-hténach}. (2) An Mhi v. (1) 21-5-61, :
(ag Muileann Cearr) (3) Laois v. Ceatharlach ag Ath I ar 14-5-61. i

Cill Mhanntain v. Ceatharlach (Pei]l Soiscar agus el Sl j
Iomaint Soisear) (4) Ui bFaighle v. (3) ag Droichead Nua ar 4-6-61.
(Bachdroim, 1E Bhiroin) (3) Ilﬂqchéﬂqrﬁ;u} i::r Cll];:ﬂf';*i}:;ntam ag Eachdhruim no

Laois v. Ua bhFailghe (Peil Sdisear agus Iomaint Idir- i e T Bl iR s
Mheanach). (6) B’lda Cliath v. (5) ag Ceatharlach nd Droichead
(Port Laoise) MNua ar 21-5-61.

g?} Cill Dara v. Cill Cheinnigh ag Droichead MNua ar
Babhta (2) 30-4-61 nd 7-5-61 : 7-5-61.
COMORTAS IDIR MHEANACH (8) Lughbhaidh v. (7) ag Pairc on Chrocaigh ar
; : 28-5-61.
Eé% Iéigglat.hgl? E_m?.filghe' Cracbhaca de Thuas ar 23-7-61,
o) o nuigh a, Loch CGamman, CRAOBHACHA SINSEAR
(5) Ath Cliath v. Acondruim. () (4) (6) (8) le togha
Tenbi:EhrniEiacha Ditai doibh so—Ial 24, 1961; Il 94, 1961.

N.B.—Corn Breathnach Iomaint Sinsear Leath Chraobh

6= (2) v (3.
(6) - (2) v. (3] ar Lanasa 61u; Craobh ar 20-8-61.

(7) 4) v. (5.

A Chigsblis () (0] v 47): Datai Craobhacha Ciige
IOMAINT SOISEAR lomanaiocht Sinsear—Laighean 16-7-61; Mumbhan
(1 I.,}.:l_ghbhaidh v. An Mhi, 30-7-61. , ;
E‘g% ETH %:f:néaEjv{;“cg?ﬂ.:fjéafh' Peil Sinsear—Connacht 9-7-61: Laighean agus Uladh
An Chraobh: (1) v. (3). 23-7-61; Mumhan 16-7-61. 0. -
Ni bheidh aon chraobh chluiche Mionur ar sial ar

11-6-61 tasc scrudichdin.
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Babhta (2) PEIL SOISEAR

Lughbhaidh né An Mhi v. Longphort nd Iar-Mhi. Téa comdrtaisi iomdnaiochta idirmheanach oscailte
Cill Dara no Ath Cliath v, Ceatharlach no Cill d’imearthoiri "go léir a bhi intofa le h-aghaidh eadar
Mhanntain. % chbndae soisear. Tar éis imirt i gcomortas idirmhednach

Ua bhFailghe né Laois v. Cill Choinnigh né Loch .- nil imearthéir intofa don ghrad soirsear. Ta Foireann
(zarman. 3 Cuige Soirsear Ceatharlaigh den ghrdd idirmheédnach.
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As ‘anly ‘Imsh!in character
as Croke Park itself . ..

We look back with pleasure on many years of active and friendly
association with the G.A.A. whose enterprise and progressive outlook

continues to make Gaelic games an unrivalled attraction for players and

spectators alike.

THE MUNSTER AND LEINSTER BANK LIMITED

Branches throughout Ireland

A. J. JENNINGS & CO. L1D.

Building & Civil Engineering Contractors
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REMOULDS

1 14O DELAY: Perfectly remoulded tyres are given in
inmediate exchange for sound but worn fyres.

2 EXPERT EXAMINATION ensures’ that only
suitable tyres will be remoulded—an important
factor !

3 ONLY NEW TYRE QUALITY MATERIALS are
used and therefore long life and dependability are
ensured.

4 THE ORIGINAL TREAD PATTERNMN providing
anti-skid advantages is a further feature,

5 BEAD-TO-BEAD REMOULDING gives “‘new tyre”

look.

Dunlop is at your service for advice and assistance
at all times, and your Motor Dealer will be glad to
facilitate you by arranging for casing examination
and prompt supply.

THE IRISH DUNLOP CO., LTD.,
DUBLIN & CORK.

[

I
[
!
[
|
[
|
|
|
I
|
|
[
I
!
i
|
|
!
!
|
I
!
!
|
i
I
|
l
|
|
!
|
I
I
|
|
|
|
I
I
I
|

PLAYER’
taste e

| =
oy
u

. ey
e
2

'I.I' s i
- .1 .=

%
i

P .

- ::. 3 - i 3 o '_'.;_.. s e St s
i : s e R 1 B o
AT E el AVE R Lot AVE RS b 0V LR e A AT pLATE R s A d Wfies vl WY pc avbag

i 7 N T e X

P e K LN/ sl 2 _ 3

Made by ,
PLAYER’'S of Dublin

™%
_—_“—__—_-._— _—__-__-__-—__-l

NCCI 497a

R o ¥ -t T
e il L] - i -
-



: -
i~ J o
i

y Dr. J. J. Stuart &
President of the '
Gaelic Athletic Association

A veire blLiana eile SROISTE AJAINN ATUS An TRAT buailte Linn 1n Ar £&10IR Linn

1iomLAn 0’eaéTrAl na blLiana A TADAIRT AIRIS 0S AR TCOMAIR AR SCAILeAn na cuimne
Agus Aotbneas Vo BAINT AT-UAIR AS NA MOR-TNIOMARTA DO TARLA AR AR bpAirceanna
IMeARTA—INIOMARTA TuUR pE10IR Linn, TRID 1S TRID A DBeit mMORALAE, maoiteaé ASTA.
AR 6CA1D Se0 nA CARTANAECTA ATUS AN TSONAIS Tabaim buioéas Le TAE poireann 1s Le
TAC 1MeARTOIR A ¢ulr Le cAil an Cumainn 1 RI€ nA bL1anA AZUS 15 é mo Jui Jur seacc
b'pearnr A Be1d an Cumann AZus TAE Aoinne A TAZANN pé na Tionnéur 1 RIT nA bliana

ATA ROMAINN.
E have reached yet another valley period between two seasons—that happy and holy season

when it is my pleasure and privilege to extend greetings and good wishes for Christmas and the
New Year to all members of the Association.

With the coming of December the triumphs and glories, the victories and defeats, which made
memorable the past year are seen in a sharper, clearer light. For us in the Gaelic Athletic Association
there are many moments in which all the provinces of our land have shared.

To me, the President of your Association, it is a matter of special pride that during 1960 new
links were forged which will, we hope, do much to join the sundered parts of our nation. The victory
of Down in the All-1reland Football Final will ever rank among the supreme achievements in our
history. The skill and sportsmanship which brought them victory also won them something else, it
won them the applause of neutrals and, indeed, of opponents too. '

The year had but begun when the Railway Cup Finals came to indicate the growing strength of
the northern province. Victory went to Ulster in a splendid foottball final and, within a month, they
were back again to win honours in the National League. Meanwhile, Tipperary hurlers were emerging
as the team of the year in the South, when, following their League triumph over Cork, they went
through to take the Munster championship.

Even while Tipperary were winning their provincial laurels, Wexford were also setting out on
the road which was to lead them and many thousands of their followers to Croke Park in September.
Dublin held them to level scores before going down to defeat, Kilkenny came to within two points
of them and, finally, in a superb display of fast, fearless hurling they again won the highest honours.

Galway's supremacy in western football was strongly challenged and it is heartening to find such
counfies as Leitrim achieving almost equal status with the best teams in the country.

The growing strength of the games in Great Britain makes the task of the home winners in
Junior Hurling and Football a formidable one. The great displays of Carlow in hurling are one of the
first results of the drive to develop the game in new areas. Carlow met a particularly well-equipped

London side which won a deserved though narrow victory.
Dublin Junior footballers in resisting the challenge of Galway and Kerry at home and then beat-
ing London in a rain-soaked final indicate that a team to equal that of 1958 may be taking shape.
Minor football and hurling champions came from old strongholds of the games, and both

Kilkenny in Hurling and Galway in football had m players who showed exceptioral skill.

A d e d ) g g S L )

AT ]?éﬁ(’:hiﬂ:ﬂ S1AR ROMAINN SO Keal, maisite, amail 1S MaR 4

4 bead scannén beag 1L-vattte. T4 moLa0

45 'oul von EaTARTOIR AKUS 0O TAC DUINE
A Cabru1Z Le1s 1n 4 CuRr Le céile.

Da mait Liom an 'De1s seo 00 FLacao Le
buioctas an Cumamn & ¢ur 1n 1l V0 na
milLce imearto1rRi—iomanaite, peil-
eADOIRT  ATus luc¢T ULIATROTrD Latme—a
vein 4 scion Le vea-¢dil an Cumamn 4
¢cormedo o hdro 1 RIT na bliand 4Tus ba
a1t Liom, presin, vea-méinn an Cumainn
A TADAIRT 'O AR bpobal Lionmar A4S A

S taitneamad aTus 15 TAIRFEAC an RUD
é 4% 'Oe1Re blianad ‘DUl S14R AR DOITRIN
nd SMAOINTE ATUS eACTRAl na bliana &
tabalrt ¢un cumimne AT-uaiRr, TLIONDAR A
HAINT AIRIS A4S Na Sniomarta Taisce a Tug
ARD{l Meanman ofiInn a5 am a 0TARLACAINT
ATUS, 1N 40N 41T 15 T4 S4an, RIARNI0S FE4RR
A CUR AR 4R TCUORSAT TAREIS 001NN 4R La1ge
péin VO Cur 1 TCommeas Leé nmedart an
ouine eile. TA 5O LeOR RUDAl 4 TArRLaIONN
in 1meact bliana nd bimio 10mLan CrRUINN . noilseacc.
in 4 'OT40D Le himeacT-almsiRe ATuS 18 : Luim beannactai na Nollag 4Tus At-
maRr Eeall 4R Sin 15e4 4 bionn pdilce com bliatn £é Sonas 1S ré $éan 00 Luct Léite

cRrOiG1L 45 4 LuCT Lé1Te roIm an 1RISedn S0 Nuactdn Sael.

Tac Nollalg, mar 5O mbionn ann CuR-510S
CRUINN an é4¢TAT na bl1ana 4ATUS 140 CURTA

PEAORATG O CAOMH
Aro-Rinai



A Christmas greeting we would share,

With Gaelic sportsfans everywhere,

With players, linesmen, referees,

And those who serve on committees.

With “gossuns” on a minor team—

All Ireland medal as their dream.

] - With he who triumphs at Croke Park

And is the game’s great patriarch,

"

With those who fostered the revival ',

Made this the game that has no rival

To every sportsfan that we know,

A Happy Christmas from
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GREN WEi

e CUCHULAINN
‘ TWELVE EVENTFUL
¥ MONTHS

% Ta bliain eile curtha dhinn agus is iontach liom
8 chomh tapula agus d'imig an t-am &'n uair sin
anuraidh nuair a bhiomar ag obair ar an t-eagran
deireannach de’n bhliantan seo. Ach, mo léan, is fior
go bhfuilimid-ne go léir bliain nios aosta agus chuis
%¢  arhais don aris an “Cuchulainn Annual” do chur ar
fail do Ghaelibh uilig.

Christimas time is with us once again and, vet, it is hard
to believe that reelve months in the world of Gaelic sport
2  have passed since last we had the pleasure of preparing the
1 “Cuchulainn Annual.”

The year 1960 will go down in the annais of the Gaelic
¥F  Arhletic Association as that in which the men of Down
8%  brought the Sam Maguire Cup across the border for the
=i first time, It will also be remembered as the year in which
" the hurlers of Wexford, imbued with all the courage and
8  dotermination of their illustrious forebears of 1798, wupset all
8 lculations to regain the blue riband of hurling.

In 1960, too, Offaly footballers wen thewr first Leinster
NF  sonior trophy while London hurlers gained their own special
8  iche in the hall of fame by winning the junior All-Iveland
for the second time in succession, They were the first ever to

"*“ do so and, by @ strange coincidence, became the last to win
B8 rhar particular championship before the introduction of the
- new intermediate sysiem.

The year just ended also witnessed a very definite step
::' forward in Carlow’s hurling progress.

= Vou can read about all these historic events in the pages of
% his annual. They form but part of a complete review of the

& Gaelic year brought you by a talented team of the country’s

e . ¥
2% leading sportswnlers, aided by prominent officials and
-r players.

X No cffort has been sparcd te ensure that only the best
:r possible material finds its way into these pages. I sincerely
1" trust that it meets with your approval.

2 At the end of another successful year for the Gaelic

:r Weekly I take this opporiunity of thanking our readers,
M oniributors, advertisers and all who i any way helped us
% during the past rwelve months, Without them, all our efforts
8 would have been but labour in Dein,

& I can assure them that thewr co-operation and support at all
times has only cteeled our resolve to do our utmost (o make

a our weekly publication even bigger and better,
g To these, to all players, officials and followers of Gaelic

1’, games, and especially to the soldiers of Irveland who are spend-

ing Christmas f

ar away from their loved ones on the far

~u|]il1ﬂmm
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ANNUAL, 1960

Teacthaireacht na Nollag
By FRANK SHEEHY (Chairman)

BA chéir gur leér a ra libh “Go raibh Nollaig

Shona shéanmhar agus Ath-bhliain fé
mhaise agaibh go léir, a léithediri,"
leér, is docha, an méid sin, amh.

| have pleasure in wishing the readers a very happy
Christmas from the Directors of “The Gaelic Weekly', and
well do ye deserve such a wish. Without you, the paper
would not now be in its fifth year and prospering. As the years
go by, | am more than ever convinced that the establishment
of “The Gaelic Weekly'’ was something that needed to be
done.

Papers of this kind have been born, have lived a sickly life,
and have died an unnatural death. Many people believed that
a similar fate was in store for “The Gaelic Weekly”, but,
thanks to the enthusiasm of the Directors and of our staff,
indoor and outdoor, the danger of death is now lifted from
the paper, and it is hoped that our little periodical, while
maintaining its general attitude on all things national, will
go on to greater strength.

It gives me peasure to be associated with this Annual in a
year in which G.A.A. history has been made by Down's
All-Ireland victory and the first trip of the Sam Maguire Cup
over the unnatural border imposed on us by an alien people
and race.

| would like to express the wvery sincere thanks of the
President, General Secretary and members of the Central
Council of the G.AA., without whose continuing support we
would often have been in dire straits, because it cannot be
denied that the annual tournament has been of immense
financial help to us. QOur thanks also to the counties who
participated in this year's tournament, viz., Kerry, Dublin,
Cavan and Fermanagh.

But, above and beyond all others, | thank you readers who
buy the paper week-in, week-out,

Gura fada buan sibh agus go dtuga Dia go dtiocfaidh as
ar n-iarrachtai an tairbhe gur mbuan linn dar gcine.

B HbeThe e b b b B b b B b b b b P bbb e e P e
foreign fields of the Congo, I extend my best wishes for a
holy and happy Christmas and a bright, prosperous and peace-
ful New Year.

Rath Dé orvaibh go léir is go mbeirimid beo ar an am seo

=L

=

ach nior

aris.
Gerry McCarthy,
Ediior.
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tairgl’ a leirionn scil agus ealain
an cheardai thraidisiunta
maraon le tuiscint domheallta
do chlaonta an lae inniu idir

dhearadh agus ftaisean.

Breidini Lamhfhite, Earrai Lamhcniotala, Earrai Inneall- !
cnimtéla, Bébéga Crolly, Bréagéin Tara, Lineadach E

Lamhbhroidnithe na h-Eireann, Earrar Taistil.

FIOSRUCHAIN TRADALA

GAELTARRA EIREANN

34, RAE AN IARTHAIR, ATH CLIATH

GUTHAN 62365
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Glamour Team of 1960

UDGED BY EVEN THE MOST EXACTING STANDARDS, WEXFORD WERE

UNDOUBTEDLY THE GLAMOUR TEAM OF 1960.

Their devastating victory

over Munster champions,

Tipperaty, in the All-Ireland final was the climax to a season
during which the Model County swept the championship

boards.

Every man on Wexford’s all-
conquering team played a vital part
in that great All-Ireland win. Team-
work and fitness were their pro-

nounced assets and every player was
at peak form on final day.

Unlike Tipperary, who carried
their main hopes on Jimmy Doyle,
Wexford’s attack blended perfectly
and it was this all-round striking
force that carried the day.

Tipp's chief schemer, Jimmy
Doyle, was well held by newcomer
John Nolan, getting his baptism of
fire in an inter-county test, and, thus
disorganised, the Munster side fell
easy prey to a rampaging Wexford
team.

Wexford’s newcomers looked to
Nick O’Donnell, Padge Kehoe, Ned
Wheeler, Tim Flood, Billy Rackard
and Jim English for inspiration and
confidence before the final day and
the way Jimmy O’Brien, Jack Hard-
ing, Oliver McGrath, Tom Neville,
John Mitchell and John Nolan per-
formed in the big test showed how
the veteran sextet played their parts
even before the game started.

No praise is too high for the man-
ner in which Jim Morrissey and Tim
Flood, both recalled to the colours,
settled into training and, altogether,
this happy atmosphere preceding
final day made all the players more
determined than ever to bring the
McCarthy Cup back to the Model
County. '

That great win over Tipperary,
hailed as the wonder team of Mun-
ster, is now history, but that epic
match will long remain the storied
memory of Wexford folk for many
a day to come.

Wexford had fifteen heroes that

day; no man was found wanting and
all played their parts in a resounding
win over their southern rivals.

BY
SEAN POWER

well-known Wexford Journalist
and a member of the County’s
All-Treland selection.

L

Seeds Sown

Going back to a hot June day in
Kilkennv, Wexford really sowed the
seeds of an Al-Ireland win. In a
pulsating Leinster semi-final against
Dublin. the Model County hurlers
turned back the Metropolitans’ brave
challenge and, at the end of a hectic
60 minutes, the teams finished on
level terms.

Now the critics began to take
notice; here they noted was another
Wexford team with potential. But
few envisaged what was to come.

In the re-play a few weeks later,
Wexford showed their skill in dis-
posing of Dublin, rather more com-
fortably than their margin of five
points suggests, and in the Leinster
final at Croke Park, the Model
County stalwarts were imoressive in
holding off a great Kilkenny on-
slaught.

Wexford had broken through the
barrier and set out to bring the
prized McCarthy Cup home again.
In the six weeks’ preparation before
the final, they made some daring
experiments and the success of these
risks, if risks they were, showed the
wisdom of the men who guided the
affairs of the team.

To County Chairman, Mr. Sean
Browne, T.D., and his close friend

S

and collaborator, now deceased, Mr.
Liam Murphy, the secretary, must
go a large meed of praise for the
success of the team.

Having the advice of the team
selectors, Messrs. N. Rackard, P.
Hayes, M. Hanlon, P. Boggan and
J, Walsh, these two officials worked
unceasingly for the welfare of the
players and did much to foster that
great team-spirit that eventually
carried Wexford to success.

The selectors, all shrewd judges
of the game, made many wise moves
during the championship campaign.
Their chief successes were the recall
of Jim Morrissey for the re-play
against Dublin and the inclusion of
John Nolan on the team for the
All-Ireland, even though the Oyle-
gate man had only very limited
experience of inter-county hurling.

Throughout the whole season,
Nick O’Donnell was an inspiring
captain. His display in the All-
Ireland was superlative, and no
full-back of this era has surpassed
the lion-hearted St. Aidan’s man in
daring or efficiency.

Pat Nolan had a great year in
goal and, when Wexford were under
Dubiln pressure in the Leinster
semi-final, the Model County net-
minder proved himself in the top
class. He continued his success
against Kilkenny in the Provincial
decider when he even outshone
Olly Walsh, and he also took the
spotlight with some thrilling saves
against Tipperary.

Both corner backs, Tom Neville
and John Mitchell, drafted into
action at the beginning of the year,
improved with every outing and
were at their best against Tipp
while, out in the half-back line,
Billy Rackard, if only for his bril-
liance against Kilkenny, had a big
share in the final triumph. Jim
Fnglish moved into top gear as the
year progressed and John Nolan,

(Continucd Overleaf)
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(from previous page)

who took over from the
Mick Morrissey in the final, had a
dream debut.

It is appropriate that tribute
should be paid here to Mick Mor-
rissey, now in the U.S., for his great
contribution to Wexford hurling
over the year. An unfortunate
accident a week before the final kept
him out of the side.

Jim Morrissey, moved from centre-
forward to mid-field for the final,
played a big part in that success,
and he teamed up with Ned Wheeler
to form a powerful centre-field pair-
ing. Wheeler struck a golden patch
against Dublin in the first game a:
Kilkenny — his whirlwind hurling
that day kept Wexford very much
in the picture.

Scorer-in-Chief
The evergreen Padge Keogh, on
the ‘40" mark, was Wexford's
scorer-in-chief and many will recall
his wonderful accuracy, especially
from placed balls. It’s accepted that

injured

Wexford hurling will be very much
poorer when Padge retires.

The success of wing-forwards
Seamus Quaide and Jimmy O’Brien
on All-Ireland final day wrought
havoc amongst the reputedly cast-
iron Tipp defence — Quaide’s speed
off the mark often had Mick Burns
floundering, while O’Brien seemed
to have the Indian sign on John
Doyle.  This dominance gave the
inside trio of Tim Flood, Jack
Harding and Oliver (“Hopper”)
McGrath all the scope they needed.

McGrath’s golden goal, shortly
after the interval, was really the
death-knell of Tipp’s hopes and
Flood’s flying solo-runs in the
second-half accentuated the Mun-
ster team’s distress. Harding, at full-
{orward, was a real live-wire and his

inclusion in this berth at the
beginning of the campaign was
another master stroke by the
selectors.

The Model County rounded off
their championship campaign in a
blaze of glory and added to their
already proud reputation in elimin-

ating such teams as Dublin, Kil-
kenny and Tipp. '

WEXFORD WERE BACK
AGAIN ON THE CREST OF
THE WAVE, BACK TO STAY
THIS TIME AFTER FOUR
YEARS IN THE HURLING
DOLDRUMS.

NED WHEELER . . . STRUCK a

GOLDEN PATCH AGAINST DUBLIN
AT KIl.-

IN THE FIRST GAME
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DOWN'S HISTORY-
MAKING TRIUMPH

McCARTAN

Centre-half-back
on Down's

All-Ireland team

THE crowded memories of that historic hour at Croke Park on September 25 are still
jostling so madly in my mind that 1 can scarcely remember the exact moment in which

I knew for certain that Down had won the 1960 All-Ireland football title .

. that the

Sam Maguire Cup was bound for its first visit to the sundered six counties.

It could have been in those dramatic seconds
when Johnny Culloty walked to the back of the
Kerry net for the ball that my brother James had
lashed in from 40 yards; or, more probably, it could
have been the sight of the net billowing from Paddy
Doherty’s pile-driving penalty goal a few minutes
later. :

But whenever it was, the “moment of truth” came 1n
a blinding flash of joy that was echoed and amplified ten
thousand times in the thunderous cheering of our
followers. . e

I think every Down player felt as 1 did in that exhilira-
ting second. But even in the certainty of success We
sensed the disturbing prickles of apprehension. Down
were two goals clear: the lead looked safe. But behind
that scoreboard lurked the danger of the legendary Kerry
rally.

S}::u we took no chances. Clinching scores were still
needed—every last one of them. We knew how Kerry had
shattered similar leads in finals of the past. There must
be no let up. The Kingdom rally never came, however—
although it could be said that we made sure it wouldn’t!

NO SECRETS

Many times since that great September evening I've
been asked to explain the reason for Down's resounding
victory . . . what was the secret behind our rapid rise to
the “summit”’ of the football world,

There were no secrets; and if one “reason” can pro-
vide the impetus necessary to reach the top, then, the
winning of an All-Ireland title would be a very simple
exercise indeed.

There were, of course, a wide range of reasons and a
vast amount of hard work behind Down’s football
resurgence. Chief of these was the positive team-building
poiicy embarked upon by men like Maurice Hayes,
George Tinnely, Arthur Doran, Barney Carr and Brian
Denvir a few years ago. This policy was based on the
recruitment of young players of ability around a nucleus
of experienced men.

The winds of success began to blow in 1958, when
Down won the Ulster junior and minor titles. From there
on the pace quickened, and the first major advance
emerged when the senior team beat Galway in the 1959
Wembley tournament—I came on as 4 sub that day, and
later found a regular place on the side,

A resounding victory over Cavan in the Ulster final
that year was further proof that the County Committee’s
policy and strategy (and, I suppose, the players’ interpre-
tation of both) were dead on target. However, if there
was a tendency towards complacency or cocksuredness in
the county at that time, it was handed a heavy jolt when
Galway whacked us in the All-Ireland semi-final.

But we quickly realised the cause of that set-back.
Staleness. We had trained hard for all our important
matches through the year, and we had slipped past the
ﬂﬁ;a% of fitness at a time when we should just be reaching
if

It was dearly-bought experience, but the men in charge
of the team were determined to benefit by it. They knew
—and we knew—that Down could win an All-Ireland
title within the next two or three years.

ERRORS RECTIFIED
The training errors of 1959 were rectified in 1960. The

fervour of our approach to each game was modified, and
a well-planned schedule of physical exercises took pre-
cedence over bail practice—which we got enough of in
a heavy programme of competitive matches, anyway. The
peak loomed ahead in September this time, and we had
no intention of scaling it too hurriedly.

Our progress through the past season is too well known
to warrant detailed review here, but I think it is necessary
to mention that the most important single factor on our
road to All-Ireland success was that win over Kerry in
the National League semi-final. We knew then that we
could beat the best, and when we won the competition in
the final against Cavan our self-assurance was con-
solidated.

Paradoxically, two subsequent defeats—against Kerry
in a challenge and against Derry in the McKenna Cup
final—helped considerably to whip us into shape for the
steep championship road. We had to prove to ourselves
that those slips were only temporary—the result of a
strenuous League campaign.

Thus we went over to London to play Galway in the
Wembley tournament in a very determined mood. This
was the time to stop the rot. We did it, and our con-
fidence was fully restored.

Did I say somewhere that the championship road
was steep! You can be sure of it. Offaly very nearly
toppled us in the semi-finall

(Continued overleaf)



DOWN’'S HISTORY-MAKING TRIUMPH

After we had beaten Cavan in the Ulster final and
when Offaly came out of Leinster, we told ourselves
(and everybody told us): there must be no complacency.
It was sound advice, and we pulled up our socks, so to
speak, and got ready for a hard battle,

Looking back on it now, however, I am convinced that
somewhere below the surface of consciousness we
harboured the idea that this Offaly team would be a push-
over. Down, as raw recruits to the big-time Croke Park
stuff, had failed at the same stage in 1959. Newcomers
Offaly could hardly do better!

That subconscious attitude was very nearly. our un-
doing. Offaly turned out a magnificent team whose strong
tackling threw us off our usual game. We barely survived!

I would like to go on record now as saying that they
were the best team we met in 1960. And I shall be very
surprised, indeed, if they don’t win an All-Ireland within
the next two or three years.

Those two games against Offaly did us the world of
good; we were now in top physical trim, and we were
confident that we had Kerry’s measure in the final. So it
transpired—and the rest is history.

We have been told on all sides since that we should
have beaten Kerry by two more goals. How? If Paddy
Doherty hadn’t hit the post and if Tony Hadden hadn’t
blazed over the bar in the early minutes of the game.

It is my opinion that we might have lost the final if
Paddy and Tony had scored those goals. And I'll tell you
why. It has been one of Down’s faults all along to lie on

an early lead. Remember the Ulster final? We got two
shock goals in the first few minutes of the game, and then
Cavan came back to level in the second half—and almost
pipped us. .

The same thing could have happened in the All-Ireland
final. Kerry would have had ample time to close ranks
and launch their rally. As it happened, however, our goals
came just at the right time—near the midway stage of
the second half. We were then in full cry, and Kerry
couldn’t recover.

“WE ARE GOING TO TRY”

What are our chances in 1961? It is hard to say; for it
takes an extraordinary effort to stay at the top for two
consecutive seasons. But I can tell you this quite frankly:
WE ARE GOING TO TRY.

The final whistle that day meant more to Down than
the title of All-Ireland champions, and a gold medal for
each of the players. It was the glorious culmination of
many long years of striving; the rich harvest of success
that had sprouted and ripened from the dedicated seeds
sown by scores of great Down players over all the

barren decades. _
They never achieved what we did, not because of lesser

ability, but because the training technique of their time
didn’t reach the required standard.

That was certainly no fault of the old (and not so old)
rimers, and for that reason we are proud to proclaim
that All-Ireland victory, when it did come, was theirs as
much as ours.

FRDM the early morning orange juice to the late-

tips with Holland-America, where sophisticated ele-

gance, laughter and tranquility are as much part of
the day-to-day scene as chairman-size menus for
ocean appetites. So, whether you are a world
celebrity (striving to maintain your incognito) . . .

or just a simple lover of the best in everything . . .
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Dr. Eamonn O’Sullivan discusses

FULL-TIME  §
COLLECTIVE
TRAINING

THE Editor has invited me to record for the readers of his timely and Gaelic journal —
the “ Cuchulainn Annual ”—my views in regard to what has come to be termed Full-

Time Collective Training.

Prior to and since the introduction of the
G.A.A. ban on this type of training, many words
have been written in approval and otherwise.
Those in approval rested their case on either that
of alleged “‘professionalism,” or because of the
introduction of “‘tension’’ or other undesirable
“atmospheres’”” into the collective training

camps.

Let us examine these arguments and see if they constitute
sufficient grounds for the “ban.'” "'Professionalism’’ is capable
of many differing interpretations, and probably in this context
is regarded as a condition which invalidates what is referred
to as the “Amateur status’.

The rules of the G.A.A. do not dafine or even refer to
“amateurism’’. The “aims and objects” of the Association are
defined in the general rules as “the preservation and promotion
of Ireland’s National Games and Pastimes”. The only general
restriction on its members is that “The Association shall be
non-political and non-sectarian’,

Dictionaries define an Amateur as “an athlete who has not
engaged in contests open to professional athletes, or used any
athletic art as a livelihood”. This would be in accord with the
view held by most members of the International Amateur

Athletic Federation.

I had the honour of being Ireland’s sole representative at
the LA.A.F. meeting in Berlin in May, 1930. One of the main
discussions at this meeting was the amateur status of athletes
who were granted hotel and travelling expenses to compete at
athletic meets in other countries.

Practically all delegates, from the many countries
represented, expressed the view in keeping with the above
definition of an Amateur, and distinguished the “pro-
fessional”” from the “amateur” as one who made his
livelihood from the sport concerned. On this acceptation
it would be difficult to regard any playing member of

the G.A.A. as a “professional.”

The paying of travelling and hotel expenses to team members
of the Association does not arise, as these are sanctioned by
scale where referred to in the rules. There can, therefore, be

no valid objection to these payments covering the players in

collective training camps.

What, however, is the position of the payments for loss of
wages and out of pocket expenses during the training periods?
Surely these are necessarily incurred by our players, who are
nat so circumstanced economically as to suffer such losses.
Looked on from such viewpoints, these players can never be
regarded as exploiting the Art of Gaelic games for “livelihood”

purposes,

DEAL WITH EACH ON ITS MERITS

Should situations develop in any county training camps that
Tight be regarded as savouring of “professional” practices,
surely reasonable admindstrators should be competent to
investigate and deal with each such situation on jt§ merits.

A general ban, as now enforced, could mean an
embargo on something whose merits might substantially
outweigh the alleged objections. If this could be proved,
as I believe it can, then a moral case would be established
against the ban enforcement, Nobody has ever sug-
gested total prohibition of such a therapeutic weapon
as alcohol, simply because a number of individuals bring

it into disrepute by abusive use.
Firstly, the banning of the full-time form cf training, while

permitting other restricted forms of collective training, has
created a definite injustice, in the case of some counties,
notably County Kerry.

Here in the Kingdom, only the full-time type of training
is at all practicable, Apart from the fact that many members of
the All-Ireland teams, sometimes constituting the majority of
the players, are domiciled in many distant ccntres, such as
Dublin, Cork and other cities and towns, the normal residences
of the other players are situated in many different and distant
parts of the country.

The evening collective type of training becomes an impos-
sibility, certainly from the point of view of proper training, One
can readily see the comparative injustice to Kerry as against
those counties whose training engagements involve only a short
bus ride each evening,

AN INJUSTICE
Such a discriminary advantage is an injustice that
conflicts with the lofty ideals of the G.A.A. If one ad-
mits that there is a case for a collective training ban,
then common justice calls for an embargo on every type

of collective training. The scales of justice should have
(overleaf)
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 KERRY RETAIN GUCHULAINN TROPHY

-

. TDOR the second year running Kerry won the “Gaelic Weekly” tournament and thus

kept the magnificent Cuchulainn Trophy in the Kingdom. The competition this year
had several unique features, not the least bein g the participation for the first time of Cavan

and Fermanagh.

The first semi-final took place on Thursday, August
10, at Parnell Park, Dublin, and a fine attendance was
present when Cavan and Dublin took the field. Owing
to° a break-down in transport, the Breffni men were
forced to start without some of the selected fifteen.

Pressed into service was none other than their old
All-Ireland stalwart, Simon Deignan, who gallantl

1‘5“!.,"""‘1.“-""1 #Mhh‘a‘u&ﬁ*xfﬁ‘é“éxﬁx“ﬂh,f‘?

stood between the posts. With this belated, and totally
unexpected appearance in the familiar Royal Blue jersey,
Simon achieved the distinction of playing for Cavan in
all fifteen positions.

The game itself was highly entertaining,

although
lacking somewhat in “bite.” Dublin won comfortably
enough, but the Cavan forwards were guilty of some
atrocious shooting in the first-half when their team had

a decided territorial advantage.
History was made in the second semi-final when
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Kerry made the long journey to Irvinestown on Sunday,
August 14, to engage Fermanagh. It was the Kingdom’s
first appearance on Fermanagh soil and also marked their
first official game in the Six Counties, And what a warm
welcome they received from the Gaels of the Maguire
County!

(Continued on page 17)
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FULL-TIME COLLECTIVE TRAINING

(Continued from previous page)

an overriding effect in the constituting of any prohibi-
tion. This moral argument has not, I believe, ever been

advanced or considered. 1 . :
Secondly, there are other reasons, mainly technical, which

call for a revision of the Association’s attitude in the matter.
The necessity for the full and proper preparation of teams for
the main engagements of the Association cannot be opposed on
any grounds.

Spectators, be they partisan or otherwise, expect the highest
quality of performance from competing teams. Otherwise,
All-Ireland finals and semi-finals will fall short of the spectacle
that has now become part and parce] of these games. Should
our big games deteriorate for lack of such preparation, then
we may reach a situation where we may possibly have “killed
the goose that lays the golden egg’’.

It is in such training camps that suitable opportunity 1s
afforded to develop to the full all the skills in our games that
tend to raise their standard. This 1s particularly true of com-
bination skills, which can only be developed in regular group
training and not otherwise.

If our games are to reach higher standards in play, as they
are tending to, this will be achieved mainly in improving
combination tactics, Every encouragement, therefore, 15 neces-
sary in the promotion of collective training efforts.

SECOND MAIN OBJECTION |

Finally, it is important to dispose of the second main
objection to the promotion of collective training camps, namely,
that concerning the alleged development of “tensions”,
“atmospheres”, etc, A properly-planned training schedule of
work, rest, play and sleep should be so blended as to create in
the camp is jolly, if busy, atmosphere, where dissensinns, un-
pleasantness and every undesirable trend should find no place.

I can only speak from the practical experience of many Kerry
training camps, covering a period of over 35 years. All these
occasions, without exception, were characterised by a spirit of
camaraderie, friendliness and pleasantness that contributed so
remarkably to the development of the general fitness of the
players concerned, |

For all these reasons, I would make a strong plea for
the removal of this training embargo. This would enable
each county to make whatever training arrangements its
Board considers necessary to put its teams into the best
possible form for its major engagements, so as to lead
to the best possible results for the games and for the
counties concerned.
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TI—IE silent playing fields are shrouded in grey mist and tall goalposts stab lean fingers
. to leaden skies. Time to draw the chairs closer to crackling fires, while the cheers

of a dead season fade faintly in the wind . . .
images of longer, brighter days

. . . action- packed days .

time to flip through the memories and
. . and from them, pick out,

one by one and game by game, the star players of the old year.

It has become a pleasant
pastime for most followers of
the national games nowadays;
but for the newspaper man,
this seasonal occupation car-
ries a hidden hazard: the
grave risk that, when his list
of chosen stars appears 1n
print, the wrath of thousands
of readers will fall heavily on
his unfortunate head — and
just because it doesn’t agree
with their selections !

Some of the men I have chosen
as the Ten Best Players of 1960
will probably meet with unanimous
approval; others will doubtless evoke
heated comment. Nevertheless, 1
now present my Top Ten with a
certain degree of confidence that the
“heckling” will not be too hot! Here
they are:

The No. 1 accolade goes un-
hesitatingly to Wexford's hurling
full-back and All-Ireland captain,
NICK O'DONNELL.

This amazing man gets better as
the years go by. And 1960 saw him
at his greatest. Remember the All-

Ireland final? The scores of out-
standing games he has played during
14 years of inter-county hurling
were all dwarfed by the magnificence
of his performance in that match
against Tipperary.

This was O’Donnell at his superb
best: cool, courageous. colossal;
hurling with the controlled power
and immense skill of the master full-
back.

This 1invincible Kilkenny - born
defender is not only the best full-
back in the game to-day: he 1s the
best that hurling has produced in the
past quarter of a century. And there
are men—whose memories go back
far enough—who tell me that he i1s
the greatest the game has ever
known.

* o *®
From here on the order of merit
takes some unravelling. But, in all
justice, the No. 2 spot must go to

a man who, more than any of his

team-mates, 1is responsible for

Down's rapid rise (o glory. That

man is PADDY DOHERTY.

Off days he may have had; but
Doherty sparkled in ALL Down’s
vital games through the year. And
his mammoth total of 11 goals and 77

11

points, compiled in 19 games from
February to November, is ample
testimony to the part he played in
that record-making victory march.
None of his forward colleagues came
anywhere near that figure.

One item on Paddy Doherty’s
score-sheet deserves special mention.
It says: 1-7 out of a team-total of
1-10 in the drawn All-Ireland semi-
final against Offaly. That magnificent
contribution kept a surprisingly slug-
gish Down team in the hunt for the
title that they were later to win so
handsomely.

% % #*

My No. 3 choice may look sur-
prising at first glance, Yet, there
can be no quibble about this man's
qualifications for inclusion here.
And just for one performance. But
what a performance that was; and
what a wital time, too!

JOHN NOLAN was handed the
mightiest task of his short hurling
career when the Wexford selectors
named him for the left half-back
position on their All-Ireland final
team—the task of marking, and hold-
ing, Tipp’s scoring wizard, Jimmy
Doyle.



MY TOP TEN

This assignment would have over-
awed many men with far greater
-experience. But young Nolan handled
. it with the coolness and confidence of
a veteran. Jimmy Doyle, Tipperary’s
biggest danger man, was curbed, and
aiter that, Wexford's path to All-
freland victory was an open road,

% * ¥*

Next to Paddy Doherty, no one
made a more spectacular contribu-
tion to Down’s 1960 stream of
successes than full-back L EO
MURPHY. John Nolan barely
nudged him out of third place; so
he must go in here at No. 4. This
young, dashing defender gave us a
packed year of impeccable displays
on the square. And his form in
‘the All-Ireland final topped the lot.
Not only for its polished skill and
tactical assurance; but for courage,
too, For Leo Murphy played
through that hour against Kerry
under a handicap that would have
daunted lesser men.

Few knew, as he took the field,
that the tall Down full-back was
still struggling with a painful ankle

injury (sustained a few weeks
earlier) . that he had to have
medical treatment just before the

game. But he scoffed at the pain,
"~ and the risk that he ran, and played
a storming part in Down’s rampant
romp to the title.

* ¥* ¥*

At No. 5 I nominate that Won-
der Man of the West — SEAN
PURCELL of Galway. Although
now slipping past his best, does
anyone dare deny that Purcell is
still the finest forward in football?
Following a rather inconspicuous
start to the season, he quickly re-
gained his form, and pulled Galway
through the Connacht championship
and on to the All-Ireland semi-final.
Playing mostly at full-forward, the
Tuam star’s acute football brain and
all-round skill often made the best
efforts of team-mates and opponents
look second-rate in comparison.

Galway scored 0-8 in the semi-
final against Kerry: Purcell notched
0-7 of that. Galway’s score-total in
the Connacht championship games
was 5-18. Purcell’s share? 4-11!
Which goes to prove that, at the
moment, to mention Sean Purcell’s
name is just another way of saying
“Galway football team.”

* x* *

Had he played only one game

during the past season. and that a

from previous page

poor ome, CHRISTY RING

would still qualify for a place

among the 71'en Best Players of

19560. His very presence in the

gam> demands it. And his placing

at No. 6 is hardly relative; for he
is now above and beyond a num-
bered rating.

However, the Corkman did havz
several fine games during 1960, and
the highlight of the lot was in the
League final against Tipperary on
PMay 1, when he scored 3-4 of Cork’s
3-8 total, That wonderful display
rolled back a dozen years, and gave
us again an exhilarating, nostalgic
glimpse of the incomparable Cloyne
man as we knew him in his halcyon
days of the ’Forties.

* * *

JIMMY DOYLE may never be-
come a Ring or g Mackey; but
that doesn’t affect the fact that he
is one of the finest hurlers of this
generation. I've only one regret in
naming him here, and that is that
I couldn’t have placed him higher
up the list than No. 7.

Doyle was held in Tipperary’s
most vital game of the year — the
All-Ireland final. Right. But consider
the rest of it. His fabulous scoring
feats in nine big inter-county games
—championship, league and tourna-
ment — reached the grand total of
11-51. And that includes 4-3 against
Limerick in the Munster champion-
ship; 1-8 against Cork in the
southern decider (although he was
well held for three-quarters of the
hour that day) and 2-10 against
Kilkenny in the Oireachtas semi-
final.

Jimmy Doyle’s hurling all through
1960 was sheer delight to watch.

Be sure that we will see even greater

stickwork from this young Thurles
lad in the years ahead.

o =5 ¥

I'm worried about Offaly. Several
of the Midlanders were really out-
standing over the past twelve months;
yet, none of them stood out clearly
above his fellows.

However, as I can choose only
one at this late stage on the list,
the No. 8 position goes to
CHARLIE WRENN.

The Air Corps utility man was
consistently good in all his games;
but he was really great in the drawn
and replayed All-Ireland semi-final
against Down. Great, because he
snuffed out the Sean O’Neill threat
on both occasions — and there is
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hardly another left-half-back in foot-
ball who can do that in two succes-
sive gamcs against the Queen’s
winger.

Granted, Offaly failed to get past
the Dcwn hurdle; but that wasn’t the
fault of whole-hearted Charlie

* * *

About two years ago, a Kerryman
said to me: “You kmow Mick
O’Dwyer? Well, he’s another Paul
Russell on the way up. Watch him.”

I watched him, and 1960 con-
vinced me that bar the odd occa-
sion when Cavan's Jim McDonnell
occupies the position nowadays,
MICK ODWYER is the best
left-half-back in the game.

Remember him in the All-Ireland
final? He shone, a lone star in a dark
Kerry sky, while the rest of his team-
mates collapsed around him. But this
South Kerry man is not only a great
defender: he is also a top-class for-
word, We had heard about his
attacking «kill in club football in the
Kingdom; but we got sparkling proof
of 1t when, at centre-forward, he
bamboozled and bewildered Dublin

in the Gaelic Weekly final in
October.
A No. 9 place is scarcely good

enough for a man who gave us those
displays.

9 * *

Nor does the No. 10 spot do full
justice to the outstanding games
which JIM McDONNELL played
for Ulster and Cavan in %he early
part of the season. McDonnell was
magnificent for his province in the
Railway Cup games, and even
more so for Cavan in the final
stages of the League. There is no
doubt about his claim to a place
in the Ten Best Players of 1960.

* * +*

There were, of course, many can-
didates for inclusion on that list; but,
with a limit of ten places, I was
reluctantly forced to omit such top
18960 stars as Padge Kehoe, Jim Eng-
lish, Ned Wheeler, (Wexford), Fames
McCartan, T ony Hadden, Kevin
Mussen, Pat Rice (Down); Frank
Evers (Galway), Mick O’Connell
(Kerry), Gabriel Kelly, James Bradx
(Cavan), Donie O’Hanlon, Sean Egan,
Harry Donnelly (Offaly), Fimmy
Brohan, Mick Cashman (Cork), Eddie
Keher (Kilkenny), Liam Devaney

(Tipperary).
'‘Bye, now: I'm ducking. And a
happy Christmas,



year 1887 is well known to
all followers of the game of
hurling as it was the season of the
first Senior Championship. Thirteen
teams took part and it was played
as an “Open Draw Competition.”
Tiobrad Arann, represented by
Diirlas KEile, beat Gallimh, repre-
sented by Mileach in the final.

That was the only competition
until 1912 when the Junior grade
started and Corcaigh won the first
title. Then, in 1928 Corcaigh again
won the first Minor Hurling All-
Ireland,

Thirty-two years have passed since
this last competition was started and
hurling is not yet fully established
throughout the whole country. The
yaar 1961 will rank with the years
1887, 1912 and 1928, because it
marks the year of the first All-
Ireland Intermediate Competition.

That there will be a new All-
Ireland Competition in 1961 will
come a4s a surprise to some, while
othe=s will not just be familiar with
the developments that led to it. All
may wish, however, to read the
facts again, and then be in a better
position to offer criticism.

Reports from County Conventions in

late January, 1958, showed that Galwav
wanted a fifth province for hurling and

that Kildare wanted an “‘Arranged
Draw.” In the weeks before Congress,
the merits of both schemes were

weighed, and it became obvious that all
was not well with the hurling compe-
titions.

Easter Monday, 1958, newspaper re-
ports told their own tale—'‘No change
in Hurling Competitions.” The Galway
motion had been well beatzn, but the
Kildare one by only a small margin of
four votes.

Both dcbates were healthy, and it was
obvious that many people were giving
much thought to the problem and a
pessible solution. Some time later, Mr.
Padraig McNamee, a trustee of the Asso-
ciation, and a former President. ask>d
Central Council to establish a Commis-
sion to examine the whole question of
hurling and advise a solution.

The Commission is known as"“Coisde
na h-Iomana” and is presided over by
the President cf the Association, Dr, J.
J. Stuart. The General Secretary sits
with the Committee and acts as its
secretary. and the members are: Rev, Fr
Geantl (Galway)., Mr. P. Farrel
( Duh"i’n}, Mr. L. Harvey (Antrim), Mr.
C. Murphy (Cork). Mr, P. Fanning
(Waterford), M-. N. Rackard (Wex-
ford) and Capt. T. N, Leyne (Kildare).

The Coisde has met often, if quietly,
and made reccmmendations to both Cen-
tral Council 2nd Congress, It is a tribute
to these bodies, and to the wisdom of
the recommendaticns, that not even one
has been returned for amendment. In
every case, recommendations have been
unanimously accepted.

ONE DEFECT

The most outstanding recommendation
that has been made is that “An Inter-

mediate Competition” be established.
This was agreed to by Annual Congress

By CAPT. T. N. LEYNE

= e

1960, and will be a feature of
competitions in 1961,

There is but one defect that I can sce.
That is that, according to Rule 73 0.G.,
the runners-up in the competition will
not receive trophies. This is, I fezl, an
oversight, and I hope to include a motion
to Convention this vear to clarify it
I am sure that it was never intended to
deprive the Intermediate runners-un of
suitable trophies. ' }

Since there will be four hurling com-
petitions in the 1961 series I felt that
lixtures would be more crowded than ever.
On examination I find that a county may
only enter teams in three grades, so that
there will not be an increase in the num-
ber of games unless those counties out
of competition start Minor or Junior
teams 1n 1961. The extra games neces-

the

sary for this reason would be indeed
- - = . A il il L -
Senior Tntermediate
Clare. Clare,
Cork. Cork.
Dublin. Dublin.
G?Iwap Galway,
Kilkenny. Kilkenny,
Laois. Laois.
L. imerick. Limerick.
Offaly. Offaly.
Tipperary. Tipperary.
Waterford. Waterford.
Westmeath. Westmeath.
VWexford. Wexford.
Meath.
Kerry.
Antrim.
Carlow.
London.
!
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HURLING'S NEW  CHAMPIONSHIE

welcome. Below I show the grades that
Counties may compete in.

The Senior Championship will con-
tinue with two Provincial competitions
and the winners meeting in the final
on the first Sunday in September. There
will be six counties in each province,

The Intermediate Championship will
follow a similar pattern. All counties of
Munster and Galway play in one Pro-
vincial Competition. In Leinster, the
counties of the senior competition will
compete with the best teams from Meath,
Carlow and Antrim, who play by
permission in this Provincial title race.
The respective Provincial winners meet
in the Home Final and the winners play
London in the final proper.

The Junior Competition will be
played on the Provincial basis as for
football. This will mean that Kerry will
represent Munster as the only county
in that province entitled to have a Junior
team. Galway, out of Connaught for
hurling purposes, will leave the other
four counties to fight it out. Antrim
Juniors will compete in Ulster and it is
expected that all counties will be repre-
senited. In Leinster, Meath and Carlow
second teams, with Wicklow, Kildare
and, I hope, Louth and Longford should
make a very interesting competition. As
in the Intermediate Competition the
winners at home will play the winners
of the Province of Britain in the final
proper. The second London team will
compete with the other five or six teams
there. The London Intermediate team
will not have competition until the final,
but this is unavoidable,

MUST PLAY FIRST

To ensure that the Junior teams get a
fair deal, the Intermediate teams must
(Continued on page 72)

Junior Minor

NO ENTRY

ALLOWED.
Meath.
Koarry,
Antrim.
Carlow.
Kildare.
Wicklow.
Louth.
L.ongford.
Armagh.
Fermanagh.
Nonegal.
Derry.
Down.
(avan.
Tvrone.
Monaghan.
Leitrim.
Sligo.
Mayo.
Roscommon.
London

and others
of English
Province.

AN ENTRY EXPECTED FROM

EACH OF THE 32 COUNTIES

. -
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: The Year in Hurling
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N any survey of hurling activities in 1960, Wextord’s great and totally unexpected triumph over
Tipperary in the All-Ireland senior final must take precedence over all other events. Although
happenings before and after the All-lreland suggest that Tipperary were, and are, the better team,

there is no closing one’s eyes to the fact that the superiority of Wexford

mirrored in the final tally of 2-15 to 0-11.

Some few whose duty it is to ex-
press publicly their views on the
likely outcome of a match did, I con-
cede, give the vote to the Model
County, but to this day I cannot

fathom the basis of their conclusions.
T know they have been proved right,

but T cannot help feeling that their
choice was born of the desperation of a
punter who, scornful of the price of a
favourite, picks a complete outsides, and
when success attends his efforts rejoices
in the profundity of hi knowledge.

No effort whatsoever is being made to
question the merit of Wexford's victory
—they were incomparably the better
team, but why they were so much
superior will always remain a mystery to
me,

Some say that Tipperary were over-
trained, others affirm they were over-
confident, while some go so far as to say
that “they beat nothing” in the Munster
championship and that the bubble was
burst when they encountered a side of
real merit.

That latter opinion is hardly sustain-
able in the light of what happened in
the Oireachtas semi-éna] when a Cork
side, that had been described as a team
of old men, well and truly outclassed the
Model County in the match abandoned
after eighteen minutes of the second half,
with Cork leading by 4-4 to 1-4.

OVERDID IT
Even in those days when the hardy

annual of full-time collective training is
almost invariably raised at Congress, it
may seem untenabe to suggest that
Tipperary were over-trained. But the
Premier County, without breaching the
rule in any way, trained their men at
will and, because of their happy, or un-
happy position, they seem to have over-
done it.

They trained for the League engage-
ment against Limerick, for the League
decider against Cork and for the cham-
pionship encounters against Limerick,
Waterford, Cork and Wexford, and now
many wiser, but sadder, Tipperary folk
venture the opinion that the team was
tired of hurling,

But then, when one meets those who
query 1f there was too long a spell
between the Munster final and the
commencement of training for the All-
Ireland, the whole matter becomes so
confusing that the match is likely to be

By JOHN D. HICKEY
of the Irish Independent

an animated subject of discussion during
the “long starvation”, the present period
of mmactivity on the playing fields as far

as Inter-county competiticn s con-
corned,
There is only one positive finding

about the match—that Wexford were
far and away the better team and well
and truly deserved their distinction
against a side rated the team of al] the
talents.

NOT A GREAT YEAR
With the exception of the Tipperary-

Cork Munster final, the brilliance of
Wexford’s Nick O’Deonnel]l in the All-
Ireand final, and the hurling of Jimmy
Doyle and Liam Devaney throughout
the year, it was not a great twelve months
for the game,

Many games were satisfying, but there
is a vast gulf between the entertaining
match and the epic combat, and, every-
thing considered, the uprise of Carlow in
the code was one of the big events of
the year,

Down the years there has been much
lamentation that all that might be done
for the game is not being done. The
Central Counil is the butt of most who
subscribe to that wview, But all the
Central Councils that ever were cannot
achieve anything tangible unless the local
wil is there to propagate the greatest
game in the world,

Carlow was not given preferential
treatment, but look at what they have
accomplished t the vear under review.
Their junior hurlers thundered through
Lenster and, with all due respect to
London, I feel sure Carlow would have
hall-marked the year with victory in the
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was by no means truly

All-Iveiand  final had they not been
assailed by the “‘fifth column™ of many
a team, a feeling of complacency when,
apparently, coasting to an easy win.

It would be absurd to suggest that
Carlow are in any way more favourably

placed than any of what might be
described as the struggling hurling
counties. But the difference betwesn

Carlow and those others is that Carlow
have the will to be up and doing while
others wail that “ash is so scarce tharg it
Is almost impessible to procure hurleys”,
or that "“where thevy are available the
cost is almost prohibitive’

All such talk, to my mind, is an
effort to escape from, or a reluctance to,
bending the back to the task of develop-
ing the game, admittedly a job that calls
for hard work, and plenty of it

It may be considered that the terms of
reference: of this article—a review of
hurling activities in 1960—kave been
by-passed, But, the major happenings of
the vyear excepted, it appears much more
appropriate that we should devote oul

attention to “hurling inactivities in
19607,

INACTIVITY

Many counties stand accused on that
charge of inactivity, I know there will
be an outcry at such a suggestion, but
for my own part, I am convinced, and,
what is more, I am standing by my con-
viction, that most counties are playing
at hurling rather than playing hurling,
and, believe me, there is a world of
difference between the two approaches to
the game.

Tf there was more work and less talk
about the sad state of the game in most
of our counties, there would be less
cause for talk and more hurling.

TO MY MIND, EACH COUNTY IN
WHICH THERE IS NO MORE THAN A
TOKEN ATTEMPT TO PLAY "THE GAME
SHOULD MAKE A NEW YEAR RESOLU-
TION T0O SEEK MOST ELABORATE
DETAILS FROM CARLOW A48 TO HOW
THEY CAME FROM NOWHERE TO HOLD
CUT BRIGHT HOPE THAT THEY HAVE
FOUND THE FORMULA THAT 1T HAS
BEEN BEYOND THE INGENUITY OF
HMANY OTHER COUNTRIES TO FIND.



Connaught Review

OST notable feature of the Gaelic Year in Connaugh
Galway footballers in annexing the
did likewise in Colleges, while, to crown a great year for Galway

Galway, monopolised the hurling titles.

Galway footballers won their fifth
successive Connaught Senior football
title, thus equalling the feat of
Mayo’s 1905-1910 combination.
Galway's minor footballers won the
county’s second ever All-Ireland title
in very convincing fashion, after
looking a good prospect from the
very beginning of the championship-
Galway’s junior footballers performed
very creditably in reaching the All-
Ire'and Home Final, before falling to
Dublin in a hard-fought game. In
the Senior Footba!l Semi-final, Gal-
way almost caused a shock before
losing to Kerry by one goal, on the
score 1-8 to 0-8.

On the hurling front, the fear of the
Galway minor hurlers in reaching the
Munster final, and putting up a very
creditable performance, must be re-
corded. The displays of the seniors, in
going under to Waterford, and of the
juniors, in yielding to Cork, by a big
margin, are hardly worthy of mention.

St. Jarlath's College, Tuam, won their
third Hogan Cup title, defeating St
Finian's College, Mullingar, in a great
Final, at Athlone. St. Mary's College,
Galway, went under to St. Peter’s Col-
lege, Wexford, in a replayed All-Ireland
Colleges’ S.H. semi-final, after missing
their chance on the first day.

Galway cailini contested the Camogie
Final with Dublin, but, though defeated,
deserve credit for an unexpected victory
in the semi-final over fancied Antrim
at Casement Park, Belfast.

Leitrim footballers failed to Galway
in the Connaught Senior Final for the
fourth successive year, Surely their turn
is around the corner, or will it be Gal-
way again next year?

Tuam Stars won their eighth succes-
sive Galway Senior Football ttle—a
truly great achievement.

Castlebar Mitchell's became the first
club side to tour the U.S. from this side.
We hope that the headline set by this
enterprising Mavyo club will be followed
by many more in the future,

1960 also saw that grand game In
Tuam between Tuam Stars and St
Vincent’s (Dublin), with the Tuam side
winning on the remarkable score of 1-19

by JACK MAHON

Galway’s star defender

E_E._E ol ---—“-m-n-—-—“--——-ﬁ-—“---—--t

to 4-7, The above were, in general, the
highlights in Connaught Gaelic circles
for 1960.

Galway’s minor footballers climaxed a
great year by winning the All-Ireland
Final from Cork at Croke Park on the
score 4-9 to 1-5. Though the score may
suggest otherwise, this last was not Gal-
way’s best performance, an1 they were
lucky they mét a Cork forward Jine
bereft of scoring power.

_CCNNAUGHT

Sports Star of the Year

Best Individual Performance
Colleges Football Sports Star
Colleges Hurling Sports Star
Camogie Sports Star
Hurling Star of the Year
Club Hurler of the Year
Club Footballer of the Year
Most Enterprising Club
Most Outstanding Minor
Administrator of the Year
Handball

Athlete of the Year

Referee of the Year
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t was the ““grand slam’’ achievement of the
Province’s three football titles. St. Jarlath’s College, Tuam
in general,

St. Mary’s College,

Every boy on the team deserves credit
for this triumph, not forgetting forward
Noel Cheevers, who was not available for
the Final, the man who scored some
glorious goals in the Connaught Cham-
pionship.

THE HOGAN CUP

 St. Jarlath’s College, Tuam, won their
third Hogan Cup (no other college has
won it more than once), defeating St
Finian’s College, Mullingar, in a rip-
roaring Final by 3-10 to 3-7, That game
will be remembered as one of the best
of 1960 and was watched by a large
crowd in sweltering conditions. There
was a great midfield due] between Pat
Donnellan of Tuam and the tall Mul-
lingar lad, Fintan Costelloe, with Don-
nellan shading the henours. Enda
Colleran, Larry O'Brien, Tony Ryan,
John Geraghty, Seamus Leydon and
Gerry Prendergast, all of whem wen All-
Ireland minor medals with Galway later,
were members of the St. Jarlath’s Hogan
Cup-winning combination.

We cannot leave the Hogan Cup
triumph without paying tribute to the
St. Jarlath’s captain, centre-half-
forward, PAT SHERIDAN, a very
worthy skipper indeed, who led his
team in grand fashion in the Final.
More, too, will be heard of St.
Finian's ball-juggling forward
FRANK CARTHY.

(Continued on next page)

AWARDS—1960

Frank Evers

Aidan Swords

Pat Donnellan

Paddy Fahy (St. Mary’s, Galway)
Chrissie Conway (Castlegar)
Tim Sweeney

Nicholas Murray (Fohenagh)
Murt Prendergast (West Mayo)
Castlebar Mitchells.

Tony Ryan (Milltown & Galway)
Gerry McDonnell (Castlebar)
Steve Casey (Galway)

Willie Morris (Derrydonnell)
Jimmy Martin (Roscommon)
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CONNAUGHT REVIEW

( Continued frcm page 15)

CLUB GAMES

Shock result at club level was the
defeat of Castlebar Mitchell’s in the
Mayo S.F, Final by a little-fancied
West Mayo side, Castlebar were just back
from a highly successful U.S5. tour and
were more than confident ¢f adding to
their laurels. Hero of West Mayo’s little
known selection was veteran Murt
Prendergast (brother of better-known
Paddy), who showed great opportunism
in attack.

Fohenagh won the Galway S.H. title
for the second successive year, defeating
traditional stalwarts, Castlegar, in an
over-robust Final. Star of this game was
Fohenagh's well-built midfielder, Nicholas
Murray.

Tuam Stars, by their great victory over
St. Vincent’s, can justly claim the title
“unofficial club champions of Ireland”,
or can they?

Melvin Gaels retained the Leitrim
senior football title after two great
struggles with Carrick-on-Shannon in
the final. The champions, the only North
Leitrim side ever to win the champion-
chip, were very lucky to earm a replay,
but made no mistake on the second

Ballisodare defeated Tourlestrane in
the Sligo senior football final, and left no
doubt in anyone’s mind that they were
the leading club in the county by adding
the league title to their collection a few
weeks later,

In Roscommon, history was made
when United: Stars, picked from the
junior clubs, Creggs and Oran, won
the senior football championship.
Shortly afterwards, Oran, fielding
nine of the county senior champions,
failed to Shannon Gaels in the junior
final, thus providing more proof that
it is much easier to win a senior
title than a junior one. Or is it?
...As the year drew to a close Con-
naught followers were satisfied that
football in the province was on a
secure footing. Mayo, Leitrim, Ros-
common and Galway, despite their
failure to Laois, were all well placed
in their INational League gqroups.
Would it be asking too much to hope
to see two western feams contesting
the semi-finals in April?

Above, are just soms of the Gaelic
happenings in Connaught during 1960.
My pen cannot hope to record every
detail, and this will be brought home to
me when I see this in print. However,
then it will be too late.

I know I have omitted any reference
to the Railway Cups, but, then, there are
not many happy memories west of the
Shannon of those competitions in the
past year. Neither have I given any
statistics of minor and junior club games,
Space, however, does not permit.

Before closing, I would like to pay
tribute to my own team-mate, Frank
Evers, who has emigrated to Palestine.
It is my earnest wish that we have not
scen the last of Frank as a player. That
would, indeed, be a sorc loss to football.

No reviess of 1960 in Connaught
wonld be compleie withoutr paying tribute
tv the great wvic.oiy recorded in  the
Sigerson Cup by the student footballers
of Unwversity College, Galway. In regain-
ing this wophy for the first rime since
1954, the western lads displaved rare
spirit and above-average ability in first
of all resisting a stern challenge jrom

Queert's Univeysity, Belfast and  then
dethroning the star-studded  holders,
u.C.D,

Galway's George Glynn was an in-
spiring captain, and he was well-supporied
by fellow countrymen Mick Laide, Tony
Ryan, Martin Newell, Pat Donnellan and
Brian Geraghiy.

Alan Delancy, Des  Feeley and Tony
Kenny kept the Roscoinmon flag cwell to
the fore; Mayo's Adrian Kilbane, Willte
Loftus and Foe ILancan plaved their
parts nobly, awhile Hubert McGonigle of
Sligo was an excellent full-hack. The
rwo  “outsiders,” Limerick's Fohn Kelly

want

and Longford’s Sean Donnelly, com-
pleted as bonny a bunch of battlers as ever
wore the Mmaroon jersev in a Sigerson
Cup.

I have no hesitation in saying he was
the greatest midfielder 1 have seen, He
gave some outstanding displays in 1960.
Indeed, his last game for Galway,
against Kerry, was among his greatest
ever, For me, at any rate, he qualifies
for the title “Cennaught Sports Star of
1940". A Happy Christmas to you all.—

Good night..

Tailpiece.—It would be unjust to pass
over the Gaelic year in Connaught with-
out paying due tribute to Mayo’s Aidan
Swords, whose championship display
versus Galway at Castlebar in June was
heroic. His was the best individual per-
formance in Connaught last year,

SRR FIRRRNEIEINLS

WE WISH AULL OUR
READERS A HAPPY
CHRISTMAS AND A
BRIGHT AND
PROSPEROUS NEW
YEAR
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Corcorans
sparkle and jizz that appeals to children but
it has
flavour and
too. In
listlessness and dry palette, ip is just the thing
to revive vour spirits and make you smack your
lips in catisfaction,

Jﬁst the
drink

for me!

and Grown-ups too !

Castle Orange has all the
something more—it has that pure
invigorating taste that grown-ups
those not-so-good moments of

look for the name

Castle Orange

Made by CORCORANS OF CARLOW

In trade for over a century and a quarter
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Kerry Retain Cuchulainn Title

Former All-Ireland player, Colm Kenneally, home
after a three-years’ sojourn abroad, appeared once more
in the green and gold colours. Although below full
strength, Kerry were one too many for a Fermanagh
side that seemed over-awed by the opposition.

And so the way was clear for a Kerry-Dublin final,
a game all football followers had been waiting for since
that epic All-Ireland semi-final clash between the coun-

ties in August, 1959,

GRAND CROWD AT CROKE PARK

Sunday, October 16, found a grand crowd in Croke
Park anxious to see if Dublin could leave behind their
unimpressive form of the championship and also to find
out if that defeat by Down three weeks previously had

left its mark on the Kerrymen.

Gasps of surprise greeted the announcement that
Kerry had revised their published line-out. Tom Long
and Seamus Murphy as half-backs, Mick O'Dwyer on
the “40,” Tadhg Lyne as full-forward and another new-
comer named O’Callaghan in attack! All these changes
seemed far too many for one game.

But there was method in this seeming Kerry madness.
Every man fitted into his position as if born there, with
Dwyer giving an exhibition of centre-forward play. The
Munster men produced a brand of highly-skilled, com-
bined football rarely, if ever, seen from them before,

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10)
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and the hapless Dubliners, earnestly though they tried,
were fighting a losing battle long before the end.

FAR FROM SPENT FORCE

The final score of 5-14 to 2-8 was a true reflection
of the game, Kerry had proved they were very far from
a spent force and that replacements for any regulars
beginning to feel the test of time were ready and able
to step into the gaps.

So ended ‘another highly successful “Gaelic Weekly”
Tournament. The semi-finals and final were characterised
by sportsmanship of a high degree, and Kerry have now
inscribed their name on the Cuchulainn Trophy for the
second time, Tyrone (1957) and Galway (1958) were
the other winners.

The final teams were: KERRY—F. Cullothy, A.
Conway, Jack Dowling, T. O’Sullivan; Sean Murphy,
I'. Long, Seamus Murphy;, M. O’Connell, ¥. D.
O’Connor; D. McAuliffe, M. Dwyer, P. Sheehy;
G. McMahon, T. Lyne, B. O'Callaghan.

DUBLIN—P. Flynn; D. McKane, foe Timmins,
L. Foley; P. Holden, L. Quinn, O. Callaghan, Fohn
Timmons, S. Behan; P. Haughey, F. Foyce, M.
Whelan; T. Howard, R. McCrea, K. Heffernan,

In conclusion, thanks is due to the President, General
Secretary and Central Council of the G.A.A., the par-
ticipating counties, players, officizls and referees, and all
who in any way helped to make the Tournament such a
SUCCess.

i - g i

DUBLIN — JUNIOR FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS — 1960
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LONG before the Olympic Games of Corinth and
Marathon fame were founded by the Grecian
Government, the Tailteann Games flourished in
Ireland under Regal patronage.

One of the aims of Irish patriots, struggling for
Irish Freedom down through centuries, was definite.
“Tailteann we will revive” they wrote!

Even in our own times, the nation-builders were fully
determined to re-establish the Tailteann Games as a
feature of Irish national life. A gallant effort was made
as soon as we had a native Government in the Twenty-
Six Counties. The Tailteann Games were revived with
some considerable success in 1924, 1928 and 1932, after
which they were again allowed to lapse.

Should the

Tailteann

From ancient Gaelic manuscripts we are assured that
the Tailteann Games were founded at Telltown, County
Meath (outside Navan) by the Irish King, Luadh-na-
lamh-fada (Lua-of-the-long-arm), who 1cigned many
centuries before the Christian Era.

It is told that Luadh established the Games in honour
of his mother—Tailte, a distinguished Irish Queen—to
perpetuate her memory. They were named after her
and it is written that they flourished for many years,
being held once in every three or every four years accord-

ing to circumstance.
Invasions and intermittent wars forced the abandon-

ment of the Tailteann Games. Hopes of revival lived on,
but were not realised until 1924.

Though athletics and chariot races were outstanding
features of the Tailteann Games, they had far deeper
significance, During the period of the Games, a truce
was called and rigidly enforced on all warring clans.
All arms were discarded for the period of the Games by
the order of the High King. And it is told that this order
was religiously obeyed. Lasting friendships were estab-
lished, and it is told that many clans were united with
marriage vows between members during the Tailteann

truce.
LASTED FOR THREE WEEKS

The Ancient Tailteann Games lasted three weeks. Duning
the first week, the High King held Court at Tara which is close
to Telltown Hill. There was a huge hosting of the Clans;
from every corner of Ireland along the “five roads” the glitter-
ing cavalcade came; peace and rejoicing reigned. During this
first week, new laws were passed and old laws amended. The
various disputes between neighbouring chieftains were discussed
and smoothed.

The second week brought the Games proper on the Telltown
slopes, where some mounds and deep trenches still bear
evidence of old activities, Chariot racing, horse racing and
hurling matches were the principal features. Then came
athletics proper—foot races at all distances, leaping, throwing
the lance, throwing the smith's hammer and heavy weights.
These were conducted in great good humour and care was

19

taken that nothing would disturb the peace and joy in the
sacred precincts of Queen Tailte’s grave!

The third week of the Games was devoted to the honouring
of the Tailteann victors, with feasting, banqueting and, par-
ticularly, with marriage-making. The Tailteann Festival was a
real rallying-ground for the whole Irish Nation at stated
periods.

Leaders in the 1916-1921 National Struggle had visualised
a Race Conference of every branch of the Irish race at some
stated place—Paris was suggested. Then the revival of the
Tailteann Games was favoured and, as soon as a Provisional
Government was established here, a Tailteann Committee
under Mr. J. J. Walsh was formed. Mr. Walsh was a man
of great organising ability; the Government of the period
favoured the Tailteann project and subsidised it to the extent
of £7,500 for the improvement of the athletic venue at Croke
Park where the principal competitions were held.

Hurling and football teams from Ireland, America and
different parts of Britain competed. All native pastimes were
included; handball was prominent. Olympic athletes of Insh
blood came and the Games finished with a credit sum on

hands.
The 1928 revival was also successful, but the 1932 celebra-

tion lost something in appeal and the Committees were
disbanded. Mr. J. J. Walsh, who was the dynamic force

Games be

Revived ?

By P. D. MEHIGAN

behind the Revivals of 1924 and 1928, resigned through 1ill-
health after 1928 and after 1932 the whole plan faded out.

PRESENT DIFFICULTIES

More than once since 1932, the question of reviving
the Tailteann Games has occupied Irishmen of many
schools of thought. However admirable the idea may be,
there are, unfortunately, many difficulties in the way.
The principal ebstacle at the moment is the unfortunate
athletic dispute which has been forced on the National
Athletic and Cycling Association. They have the prac-
tical support of 90 per cent of Irish athletes, yet are
denied International competition and are “banned” by
the International Association of Athletics.

The National Athletic and Cycling Association claims
control of Athletics over the Thirty-two Counties of
Ireland and has an active branch in Ulster. The Inter-
national body in control of the Olympic Athletics denies
the N.A.C.A. the right to control athletics in the Six
Counties, and has disqualified athletes competing under
its auspices. Our Tailteann Revival would specially
cater for our own people and for N.A.C.A, athletes.

But, until the Athletic dispute is ended, we cannot
have international athletes here, even Irishmen on over-
seas teams. These formed an important part in the earlier

revival.

(Continued overleaf)




SHOULD THE TAILTEANN GAMES BE REVIVED ? — from previous page

A most important national effort would be this revival
of the Tailteann Games, but many shrewd supporters
of the idea believe that the revival must be delayed
until the Six Counties are restored to the Nation and
that Tailteann could only be enthusiastically revived by a
completely free Nation of Thirty-two Counties!

Just as the Ancient Tailteann Festival was directly
organised and sustained by the Government of the
period, I am satisfied that any future Tailteann revival

must be directly under Government auspices.
If the Government is interested, théir influence may be the

means of settling the Athletic dispute which is crippling the
progress of the sport here. Many meetings have been held
between the two athletic bodies and there is nothing between
the rival claims that cannot be smoothly arranged, granted
the proper atmosphere. Athletes under the N.A.C.A. as well
as the ALA.U. are all eager for a settlement.

Granted that there is Athletic unity here, and that the
Government of the day is interested, everything would be
favourable to a whole-hearted Tailteann Revival.

DATE IMPORTANT

It is important that the date of the next Tailteann
Games should be close to the date of the Olympic Games
of the same year. Tailteann must, by tradition, be held
in August. The Gaelic word for August is Lughnasa—
called after Luadh, the founder of the Tailteann Games.

The Olympic Games are always held in July, and
athletes with any trace of Irish blood could be brought

to Ireland for Tailteann,
Irish-Americans would gladly welcome the re-establishment

of the Tailteann Games. They took a big part in the 1924-
1932 revival. Hurlers and footballers, athletic teams, hand-
ballers—all came from America and won many trophies.
South Africa, Australia, Argentine, Canada — all will send
teams of Irish blood as before.

Now that tourism 1s booming in Ireland, the revival of
Tailteann in a whole-hearted way would help the movement.
Good publicity would bring exiled Irishmen ‘n thousands to
the Games. The (Gaelic League would be glad to co-operate
—Tailteann Championships in dancing, singing, music of all
kinds, would fit in with the outdoor programme. The 2631
miles of road from the G.P.O., Dublin, to Telltown Hill
would be an i1deal marathon course.

There are splendid prospects for a new Tailteann.
Croke Park stadium has been improved out of all
knowledge — seating (covered) for 23,000; standing
60,000, The Santry Stadium looks like developing into
a 100,000 accommodation. Our hotel development plans
are proceeding apace. -

But, before we can set about organising a new Tail-
teann, the Athletic dispute here must be settled, and
the Irish Government must take a direct and enthusiastic
interest in a well-organised revival of the Ancient Games
on a comprehensive basis.
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TIDE TURNS FOR KILNENNY MINDR:

960 will be remembered in Kilkenny as the year in which the tide turned for the county’s minor
hurlers. They faced old rivals, Tipperary, in the All-lreland Final with the rather sobering know-
ledge that in 1956, 1957 and 1959 other minor teams wearing the black and amber colours had
failed to the same opposition and at the same stage.

Would it happen again, we asked
ourselves, or would Dame Fortune
smile at last upon our efforts? Well,
tis history now how all those heart-
breaks of other years were forgotten
as the young lads well and truly
trounced Tipperary to the tune of
7-12 to 1-11,

As in 1959, we were again drawn
against Laois in the first round, this
time in Portlaois. Remembering the
close call they gave us last year, and
how lucky we were to have beaten
them, we did not relish the prospect
of meeting them on their own
ground, as reports indicated that

By PADDY GRACE
Secretary, Kilkenny Co. Board

Laois had a better team this year.
Qur fears were well and truly
justified.

QOur lads opened with the breeze
and, while leading by eleven points
at half-time, displayed anything but
winning form. Play remained fairly
even for the first 15 minutes of the
second half, but Laois, playing with
great determination, then turned on
the steam, and five minutes from the
end Kilkenny were fighting with
their backs to the wall and their lead
cut to a single point.

The boys rallied then, however,
and had three points to spare at the
end of their hardest game of the
whole campaign. Tom Barry, Joe
Ayres and Ritchie Walsh were our
best players that day.

We beat Carlow easily enough and
then faced Wexford in the Leinster
Final. The Model County boys
looked a very strong team in Nowlan
Park against Dublin and we thought
‘we would be up against it in earnest.

‘The boys, however, played
superbly in every sector and, al-
though in arrears at the interval,
drew away in the second half to win

by twelve points. Barry and Ayres
again sparkled at midfield, Walsh
and Nyhan shone in attack, while
McGrath, Rohan and Ryan took the
honours in defence.

Despite the margin of victory, our
back line and goalman looked a bit
shaky and we had a problem on our
hands. Luckily for us, we had to

GAELIC SPORTS QUIZ

(1). The first player who won All-
Ireland medals in both hurling and foor-
ball never played for his native county.
His name was W. §. Spain and he won
a hurling wmedal with Dublin and a
tootball medal eirth Limerick, What was
Lis native county?

(2). What President of the G.A.A.
tecame Secretary after his Presidency?

(3). When were the first All-Iveland
championships staged in the City and
Suburban  Sportsgrounds, now Croks
Park?

(4). When was the first broadcast of
air All-Irveland hurling or football final?

(5). Kerry won their first foorball All-
Iveland title when they bear Kildare after
three great games in 1903, True or false?

(6). Did Cavan ever play in the
Leinster senior football chawmpionship?
(7). Christy Ring won his first

senior All-Irveland medal in 1941, Why
did he not win a Munster senior medal in
the same year?

(8). Cork’'s Eamonn Young won an
All-Ireland medal with a Leinster team.
True or false?

(9). A Mountrath man was the first
handball champion of the world. What
was his namer

(10),

(11). Only one man has won six senior
All-Treland medals in successive years.

Who is he?
(12). Two famed All-Ireland foot-

ballers of the recent past were American
horn. Who were they?

(Answers on Page 60)
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Who won the Leinster huriing,
‘championship of 1929 in senior grade?

meet Roscommon in the All-Ireland
semi-final and we made some changes
in the doubtful positions. Although
easy winners, we had not improved
the team enough to satisfy ourselves,
and, to make a long story short, we
picked the “old” fifteen to face Tip-
perary in the All-Ireland Final. How
right we were was proved on the

first Sunday in September,

SURPASSED THEMSELVES

All the boys, without exception,
surpassed themselves and played
great games on the Big Day, The
backs showed just how a defence
should knit together, and their cover-
ing-off was an eye-opener even to
those of us who knew their capabili-
ties. Our midfield had a grip on
things for most of the hour and the
attack, in a devastating second half,
in which they notched five goals and
seven points, made life a misery for
an overworked Tipperary defence.

Dempsey in goal set the standard
for his colleagues out-field, Liam
Grace, Pierce Brett and Noel Rohan
formed an impregnable barrier in
front of him, Alec McGrath, at
centre-field, and Oliver Ryan, on his
left, had the game of their lives and
got sound assistance from O’Brien on
the other flank.

Tom Barry and Joe Ayres reigned
cupreme in the centre and defied the
best efforts of wvarious Tipperary
pairings to curb them.

The Tipperary half-backs could
never subdue Ritchie Walsh, Denis
Kinsella and Pierce Freyne, while
Tom Murphy at top of the left put
his name to three great goals. Phil
Ryan and Sean Nyhan completed a
sextet whose combined striking-
power was virtually unstoppable.

So ended a great season for Kil-
kenny minor hurlers. In regaining a
title last won in 1950, they proved
beyond yea or nay that they still
breed good hurlers by the Nore and
that, with normal improvement, many
of the minor stars of 1960 should
spearhead senior efforts by the black
‘and Amber in the years ahead,



HE Leinster Inter-Factory League was formed in the late 1940's to promote Gaelic games in
our industries, to help counteract foreign elements which were creeping in and also to foster

among the workers a growing

the aims of the founders have been successful, but quite an amoun

before their ideals are fully realised.

There can be no doubt ghat the
league has brought closer liaison be-
tween the workers in the different
factories, and firms that were only
names before are now actual realities,
but whether this has been of any great
help in the actual promotion of sales
can only be a matter of conjecture.
Still, it 1s a step in the right direction
and must be deing a certain amoun’

of good. _ 1
Convention time in the league 1s really

an excuse for an annual re-union, and,
when the business is finished, all con-
cerned sit down for a session which
usually ends in the early hours of the
morning. Here, all past differences are
settled in the proper “spirit”! 4

But what of the actual competitions
themselves? One of the chief obstacles
here is the fact that almost all com-
peting teams are composed of players wl?ﬂ
regularly turn out for their clubs and,. in
many cases, also represent their counties.
This rules out almost all Sundays for
games, and also many Saturdays, with
the result that matches are played mostly
at mid-week. Consequently, they get very
little support from the general public
and depend on their own few faithful
supporters to make up their gates.
Usually, the money taken helps to enter-
tain the visiting team, an innovation
which is a feature of this league.

FLOURISHING

In spite of all these difficulties, the
games have flourished and the num-
ber of teams now competing far ex-
ceeds the number that went into the
hat on that first night in Aird’s
Hotel, Portlaoise, twelve years ago.
Bord na Mona and E.S.B, teams
who were accepted into the League
until recently mow have their own
leagues and, although they have no
connection with the Leinster Inter-
Factory League, it can surely be
said that they were born out of it.

A note of apathy crept into the league
a few years ago and competitions tempted
to lag, but a new enthusiasm was en-
gendered with the advent of Mr. Sean
Walsh, of Roadstone, to the chair, If, at

times, his rulings seemed hard, they have
certainly borne fruit and, in 1960, for
the first time in many years, both the
hurling and football finals were played
before the end of September. In 1959, 2
beautiful cup was presented by the
directors of Roadstone for the football
competition, and it is hoped that other

-

By TOMMY O’HANLON,

Prominent Kildare and Factory League
Official

firms will follow this lead and give

trophies worthy of our other compe-

titions.

Maybe, then, it was only fitting that
Roadstone themselves should have won
this year’s football final and so brought
home the cup to jts rightful home, How-
ever, it was only after some thrilling
struggles that they succeeded in doing
80, ;

They beat Irish Ropes in the semi-
final on a replay, and then faced Irish
Sugar Co., Carlow, or Cosets as they
style themselves, in the final, Cosets, who
were champions in 58 and ’59, had
overcome a strong challenge in their
semi-final from Clover Meats, Wexford,
and were confident that they could repeat
their 1959 victory over Roadstone.

The final was played in Droichead

Nua before one of the largest at-
tendances ever at one of these games
and was a thriller all the way.
Neutrals voted it one of the best
matches seen at this venue for years,
and the fare served up will ensure
the popularity of factory games in
Droichead Nua for years to come.
Both teams had trained really hard.
If Roadstone were determined that
the cup should rest on their side-
board for at least one year, Cosets
were no less determined to be the
first team to win the league for three

successive years. _
There is no need to describe the game

at length. Suffice to say that it was

-

fought out at a cracking pace with

Cosets the early leaders, and looking the
more impressive. But disaster overtook
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desire to support all things of Irish manufacture. To a certain extent,
t of work remains to be done

them in the form of an injury to Ned
Long, who was lording it at centre-field.

Roadstone soon took advantage of
this weakness on the part of their
opponents. Paddy Holden really came
into his own and supplied his forwards
with plenty of the ball, but it was only
in the last ten minutes they succeeded
in clinching the issue with a soft goal by
John Timmons. However, they were
deserving winners of a game worthy of a
great Association, and the sportsmanship
displayed by both teams will long be
remembered.

Scenes of great enthusiasm were wit-
nessed at the presentation of the cup to
the winning captain, Joe Timmons. Sean
Walsh, chairman of the league, and Liam
(GGeraghty, Chairman of the Kildare Co.
Board, both congratulated the teams on
their fine display. Irish Ropes were hosts
to the teams and officials at a dinner
afterwards,

TWO-TEAM DUEL

The hurling competition from an early
stage resolved itself into a duel between
Cosets and Clover Meats, Waterford,
and, once again, the Carlow team had to
be content with runners-up honours. The
final was played in Kilkenny and it can
be said that Cosets went down in a blaze
of glory,

They were pitted against a team
steeped in the hurling tradition of
Waterford and Kilkenny, powered by
such as Martin Og Morrissey, John
Barron and John Sutton, but they flung
themselves into the game with such

-abandon that they had Clover Meats on

the run for most of the hour. It was only
a fatal weakness in front of goal that
deprived them of a title they richly
deserved.

And so ended the 1960 campaign.
We now know that the general pub-
lic realise at last that these Inter-
Factory encounters provide all that is
best in Gaelic games. Officials of the
Leinster Inter-Factory League look
forward with confidence to 1961
certain that it will be their greatest
year.



HEN Adam and Eve ate

that apple so long
ago in the Garden of Eden, it
had an effect on all of us. Ever
since, no human being, and no
human organisation, has been
perfect. '

The Gaelic Athletic Associa-
tion is a great organisation,
one of the world’s greatest,
but, because all its members
are descended from Adam and
Eve, it suffers from minor im-
perfections. Some of these are
really very small, and often
quite amusing, even though
they can be very irritating to
the people they effect.

Take for instance two teams play-
ing in a county final. Team A wins,
but plays 5 men from another
county. Naturally, team B objects,
but in the excitement the unfortunate
club secretary forwards the objec-
tion in an unwatermarked envelope.
The County Board meets to hear
the case, but, because the envelope
‘s not Irish watermarked, although
it may be of Irish manufacture, the
objection is ruled out of order and
1ot even discussed. Unbelievable?
Yet it can, and does, happen. And,
if you don’t believe me, I refer you
to any club official who has said in
his time, “They have us all right,
but the envelope isn’t watermarked!”

This, however, is only a minor detail.
A much more serious matter, which
stpikes at the very core and foundation
of the Association, is the dangerous
play, violent conduct and striking which
are still too prevalent, These can bring
the Association into far more disrepute
than conduct which has often resulted in
sUsSpension.

“But”’, the officials say, ''the vast
majority of our games are played in a
fine sporting spirit and incidents are the
exception rather than the rule” True
enough, perhaps, but, in my opinion,
wiidents” still occur too often to be
lightly dismissed.

Offhand, I can recall three games in
recent months where the pitch was in-
vaded by spectators. In games in which I
myself have taken part this year, there
were four separate instances of players
striking an opponent on the head with a
hurley. Al] these cases were discussed
freely afterwards, and it was generally
agreed that the blows were struck
deliberately with the intention of doing
damage,

There were other instances where
players deliberately struck opponents,
with and without hurleys, on other parts
of the body. In others, players traded
blows, and 1n more, hurleys were used
indiscriminately. Not once, in any of
these, can I remember anyone being
ordered off the field.

All the above took place during the
past year. In other years there have been
similar happenings. 1 have often dis-
cussed the position with players from
other counties, and, from what 1 have
heard, have been forced to the conclusion
that some of what I have seen was mild
in comparison with happenings else-
where,

MUST GET TOUGH

In this connection, when players get
together, it is generally agreed that, in
order to survive, players must get tough.
There are exceptions, of course, but most
young players concentrate on the ball at
the start of their careers. This lasts for
a while, but, very soon, the bad habits
are picked up from older players and
these, in some cases, get Wworse with
experience,

It is futile to argue that these things
do not occur. Granted, they do not
happen in every match, but happen they
do, and far too often for my liking. The
point is: Why do they happen? And how
can they be stopped?

The rule on this matter could not be
more explicit: “In the case of dangerous
play, violent conduct, irritating or im-
proper language, or a player rising his
hand to threaten or strike another player
or to retaliate, the referee shall, without
any caution, order the offender off the
field.”

Could anything be clearer? Could any
rule be more straightforward? The men
who framed it certainly knew their job,
and human nature, and covered every
eventuality likely to arise in the heat of
a hotly-contested game,
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THIS ATTITUDE
MUST CHANGE

says Tony 'Wall- S

THE SNAG

The snag, of course, is that many

referees do not apply this rule strictly

according to the letter of the law. Far
too much latitude is allowed some players
before the referee intervenes. When he
does, the offenders rarely get the line,
and, at the end, both teams are happy
and the referee will be appointed for
more matches.

Woe betide the referee who is “too
strict” and puts “‘too many” to the side-
line for “insufficient cause”. He will not

be agreed to again by the team, or teams:

“offended".

In other words, the lenient referee is
the popular one and the refereeing we

get is the refereeing we want.

This, I think, is the kernel of the
situation, The whole attitude of players
and officials is towards leniency in this
matter of dangerous play. This must
change.

We all know the lip-service paid to
“ctrictness” and ruthlessness in dealing
with offenders, Yet, when it comes toO
dealing with particular cases, leniency
holds sway. We are all inclined to say
afterwards that the particular incident
wasn't too bad after all, especially so
when our own team or a friendly neigh-
bour is involved., This attitude too, must
change, But how?

MUST COME FROM TOP
The change must spread through the

entire Association, and, since it will
never come from the bottom, it must come
from the top.

First, participating teams should have
no say whatsoever in selecting a referee.
Referees should be told to control games
according to the strict letter of the rules.
They must also be assured that all their
decisions will be backed to the hilt.

(Continued on page 607
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BOVINE
TUBERGULOSIS
ERADICATION
SCHEME

Some 1} million cattle in the West will

become attested within the next two months.

Artested cattle which leave the Western

Area will lose their status unless they are re-

tained on attested premises.

Feeders and exporters outside the Area

have no time to lose, therefore, in bringing

their farms to the standard required for

attestation.

Information as to how they can do this

and details of the incentives available from the

Department of Agriculture can be obtained
from the local B.T.E. Scheme Office.

ISSUED BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
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Should | rent TV?

Or buy outright?

Perhaps Hire-Purchase ?

REN(JT) HAVE

ALL THE ANSWERS

RENTING Ren Tel offer you choice of the

best sets, installation and complete
free maintenance—which means you never have

to pay for repairs to set or aerials. And the rental
is only 11/6 PER WEEK (reducing to 7/6).
BEB.C./I.T.V./U.T.V. aerials extra.

BUYING OUTRIGHT You select your

model from the
extensive range available, and our engineers will do
a first class job of installation to give you the best

possible reception.

H|RE-PURCHASE You can arrange hire

purchase terms to suit your
pocket at any Ren Tel branch.

REMEMBERREN( LY

An Odeon—Irish Cinemas Enterprise

For further particulars—send a postcard to any of our .
branches: GRAFTON ARCADE, 14 GRAFTON STREET, Phone
71025 @ SAVOY THEATRE BUILDINGS, UPPER
O'CONNELL STREET, Phone 47991/2 @ STATE

THEATRE BUILDINGS, PHIBSBORO, Phone 46363 @

50 UPPER GEORGES STREET, DUN LAOGHAIRE, Phone
86153 @ Drogheda Agent: JAMES LOCHRIN, THE BULL

RING, DROGHEDA, Phone 8663.

REN TEL SAME DAY SERVICE—Service Calls from REN TEL
Customers received before 10 a.m. will be dealt with on the

same day.
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FIRST DUAL MEDALIST

By SEAMUS O CEALLAIGH

W J. SPAIN WON CONSECUTTVE
CHAMPIONSHIPS WITH TWO

NLY eight men, in the seventy-six years since

the G.A.A. was established, have succeeded
in winning All-lreland medals in both hurling and
football.

The first claim to such greatness was hammered in
the initial All-Ireland Senior Football Final, in which
Limerick Commercials beat Dundalk Young Irelands,
1-4 to 0-3. .

One of the Limerick players, W. J. Spain, who, two yea
later, had the honour of being the first player to prove his
mastery in both codes when he helped Dublin Kickhams beat
Tulla (Clare), 5-1 to 1-6, in the 1889 All-Ireland Senior
Hurling Final,

Actually, he won his renown in consecutive championships,
for, owing to the “invasion” of America by G.A.A. athletes
and players in 1888, the championships for that season were
not played.

Thus, in the second decided championship, the record was
set that only seven others have succeeded in emulating down
the long vears.

And only one of that seven won with two counties, as did
W. J. Spain. He was Dr. Pierce Grace, who took football
laurels with Dublin in 1908, and afterwards captured three
hurling titles with his native Kilkenny—the years, 1911, 1912
and 1913.

Two Wexfordmen lined up for the “double” with the sur-
prise defeat of Limerick in the 1910 All-Ireland Hurling Final.
They were P. J. Mackey and Sean O’Kennedy, who subse-
quently helped the Slaneysiders in winning the Football Blue
Riband—Mackey doing so on four occasions — 1913, 1916,
1917 and 1918; O’Kennedy three times — 1915, 1916 and
1917.

Frank Burke was the only man to win at least two In
each code. He helped Dublin in the 1917 and 1920 hurling
finals, and was with the same county in the 1921, 1922 and
1923 football finals—all of which they won.

Cork boast three of the eight dual champions — Willie
Mackessy, who won in 1903 in hurling, and in 1911 in foot-
ball: Derry Beckett, 1942 in hurling and 1945 in football,
and last, but by no means least, Jack Lynch, our present
Minister for Industry and Commerce, with the biggest collection
of the lot—five in hurling, 1941, 1942, 1943, 1944 and 1946,
with one in football, the year, 1945, Jack set a record, too, in
that he won his six medals in consecutiveé years.

IN DRAPERY TRADE

Three counties and two continents shape the glory of the
G.A.As first dual medalist, Like many of his colleagues on
that first great Limerick Commercials side, W. J. Spain was
employed in the drapery trade in Sarsfield’s City. A Tipperary
man by birth—he was born at Moanfin, Nenagh, but.spent his
early football years in Limerick City. One of the pioneer
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members of the famed Commercials side, he was a tower of
strength from the start—and that start predated the actual
foundation of the G.A.A, by almost twelve months.

He participated in all the great games of the early G.A.A.
days by Shannonside and was a familiar figure every place
the Commercials went—and they travelled far, considering the
limited facilities available at the time.

Those far-off days in Limerick were hectic ones as far as
football was concerned, and it is on record that the only
defeat the famous Commercials suffered in that great first
championship campaign was at the hands of another Limerick
City Club—St. Michael’s. They were great rivals, this pair
and played some memorable games when the G.A.A. was
young.

On their way to the 1887 final, Commercials ousted Dowds-
town (Meath), Kilmacow :(Kilkenny), on a replay, and
Templemore (Tipperary), also on a second meeting. In the
decider, played at Clonskeagh—then a remote village on the
outskirts of Dublin, reached by horse tram to Ranelagh Angle
—now well in the city area and partly occupied by Brown
and Nolan’s factory—on April 29th, 1888, the pair provided
a grand game, in which Young Irelands (Louth) employed
the hand-to-toe style to an exceptional extent. The Limerick-
men triumphed by 1-4 to 0-3.

PRESS REPORT OF GAME

A press report of that first great All-Ireland Football Final
demonstrates the part W, J. Spain played in bringing the
title to the Shannon:

“To Din Corbett, the Commercials owe a good deal for
their victory, as his splendid play in goal, together with his
admirable generalship, contributed largely towards it. The
Commercials team was a remarkably good one, there not
being what could be called a weak man on it. Where every-
one worked so well, it is almost a pity to mention any
particular names; still, I think that not one of the team will
feel aggrieved by my picking out two who beyond doubt
distinguished themselves in no small way.

One of the two is W. J. Spain, who blinded the Dundalk
goalkeeper and backs in such an extraordinary manner when
he scored the only goal of the game ,and, the other is no less
a personage than that football wonder—seventeen years old
Malach; O’Brien, whose name is a household word in the
South of Treland.”

(Continued on page 30)
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The Tullamore C.B.S. School Extension is built
entirely of BANTILE standard pre-cast concrete
units. This facilitates speedy and economic con-
struction. A wide range of adaptions of these units
will meet any demand regarding size or use. Being
an all dry method of construction Bantile buildings
are ready for use immediately upon completion.
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NE of the most surprising
features of the 1960
championship campaign was
the fact that not one title went
to Munster. Three went to
Leinster, one to Ulster, one to
London and one to Connacht.
Connacht’s standard-bearers.
and worthy ones at that, were
the Galway Minor footballers.
They brought Galway her
second title in the grade, as in
1952 the Markham Cup also
found its way to the county.

Since the All-Ireland Colleges
series ended in May, with St Jar-
lath’s, Tuam, annexing the Hogan
Cup for the third timz, many dis-
cerning judges felt that Galway, who

NAE by BOvRGRTY;
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could call on no less than six of the
St. Jarlath’s team must have a great
chance of winning the Minor title,
Those boys formed the backbone of
the side, but other Western and
Leinster colleges were also repre-
sented, notably St. Joseph’s College,
Garbally Park, Summerhill College,
Sligo, St. Nathy’s, Ballaghaderreen,
Franciscan College, Gormanston,
Cistercian College, Roscrea, St.
Joseph’s College, Galway, and St.
Mary’s College, Galway.

There were only three non-college
footballers on the selection, and this
fact shows how much G.A.A. com-
petitions, especially in the Minor
grade, are indebted to and dependent

on the Colleges.
Galway’s only other Minor success

Galway Minors

Win Second
Football 1itle

was in 1952, although the 1959 team
was rather unlucky to be beaten by
Cavan in the semi-final. This year’s
team was a very solid unit, combin-
ing strength and power in the back-
lines and midfield with finesse and
accuracy in a fast-moving forward
line.

Noel Tierney and Tony Ryan were
the big men of the defence in every
sense of the term, Tierney, at full-
back, revelled in high-catching and
thundering clearances, while Ryan, at
centre-half, showed that he is one of
the best prospects in Galway by ser-
ving up some glorious displays as
pivot of the defence. His wonderful
catching and long raking clearances
were probably seen to best effect in
the first game of the campaign
against old rivals, Mayo, when he
blotted Stanley Rowe, already a
senior county player, completely out
of the picture,

HARDEST GAME

That was easily Galway’s hardest
game in the whole series, and it pro-
duced one of the best scores seen In
Tuam for many a day, when Noel
Cheevers first-timed a ground pass
from Gerry Prendergast to the net
for Galway's second goal.

Enda Colleran and Johnny Smith,
both beautiful footballers, gave Ryan
great cover in the half-back line.
Colleran and right-full back Gabriel
Lohan served up masterly displays in
All-Treland Final, while Smith and
young Larry O’Brien at left-full
sparkled, especially in the semi-final.

At midfield, Sean Cleary, captain
of the side, provided most of the
drive that helped on his forwards, as
well as being the place-kicker par
excellence. He got good support from
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hard-working Harry Anderson from
Galway city, whose best performance
was in the second half of the semi-
final against Offaly.

The score-sheets of the fve
matches show that the forwards (and
midfielders) notched a total of 15
goals and 45 points. They beat
Mayo by 2-6 to 0-4, Sligo by 3-5 to
0-7, Roscommon by 4-11 to 0-3,
Ofialy by 2-12 to 2-3, and Cork by
4-9 to 1-5.

This total speaks volumes for the
precision shooting, and excellent
positional play of the forward sextet,
in which Gerry Prendergast, on the
forty yards, was the “general” of the
attack and reminded many people of
his fellow-townsman, Sean Purcell,
with his strategy and eye for an
opening.

Seamus Leydon, Noel Cheevers
and Eamonn Slattery were the
scorers-in-chief; Cheevers, who
scored so many goals — a tribute to
his flashing speed as Irish Colleges
120 yds. hurdles champion—and was
unable to play in the Final; Leydon,
whose combination with Prender-
gast, great speed and deadly left-
footr made him one of the danger
men, and had the Croke Park
thousands applauding his great scores
01 All-Ireland Final Day; Slattery,
the full-forward who always seemed
to revel when the going was hardest,
and who turned the tide in Galway’s
favour in the semi-final and Final.
Christy Tyrrell and Johnny Gavin
were well up to their colleagues’ high
standard in attack—and Andy Don-
nelly, who came on for Cheevers in
the Final, fitted very well into the
scheme of things.

Many comparisons have been
made in Galway, and there has been
much discussion, as to whether the
team skippered by Sean Cleary was
better than the one captained by
Brian Mahon in 1952, The 1952
team was a great one and so was the
1960 =ide, soc comparisons are odious.

There are some great prospects in
in this 1960 team for Galway's
senior ranks, though most people
have realiced by now that a good
minor does not necescarily grow up
to be a good senior, But Galway
followers are hoping that, as 1952
was the prelude to a Senior All-
Ireland victory in 1956, so too, 1960
will be a prelude to another Senior
All-Ireland in the very near future.
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A REFEREE'S VIEWPOI

T© MY WAY OF THINKING GAELIC
GAMES SHOULD NOT BE MEAS-
URED IN SPLIT SECONDS. I DO
AGREE THAT THE TIME FACTOR
IN ANY WALK OF LIFE IS IMPOR-
TANT YET, WHEN IT COMES TO
PLAYING THE GAME, SURELY IT’S
NOT THE WINNING OF TITLES
THAT COUNT.

Regarding the accurate timing of
matches, a referee cannot be always on the
stroke of time, due principally to the fact
that he must make certain allowances. For
example, he must allow time for deliberate
delays on the part of players to play the
ball immediately the whistle is blown and
also for the last kick, etc.

Yet I do not believe that the Bogu: Clock would help,
and I would go so far as to say that the presence of a
Bogue Clock in any park in the course of a game,
particularly one with close scoring, could cause pande-
monium.

Look at the present set-up. I believe most players
‘never have a clue as to time during a game, and a closely
fought match usually ends without incident. The presence
of a clock would mean that all players were aware of
how time was going. With the minutes ticking away,
players, seeing victory turning to defeat, could easily
panic and provoke unsavoury scenes.

I firmly believe that the referee should be relieved of
the time-keeping job, but in a manner different to the
Bogue Clock. I would suggest an official time-keeper.
He alone should be responsible for time during a game
and he should be guided by the rules as at present. He
would take on the task that now leans heavily on the
referce’s shoulders,

The time-keeper could be supplied with a sfren and
he would sound it for full-time and half-time only. The
siren should make a distinctive sound that could not be
easily copied. I say a distinctive sound in order to pre-
vent a recurrence of what happened at the close of this
year’s All-Ireland hurling final.

OPEN TO ABUSE

With games ending as at present, by the referee blow-
ing the final whistle, the situation is wide open to abuse
as has already been proved. To eliminate this I suggest
the siren, and suggest a time-keeper to make the
referee’s task easier.

The referee, in his efforts to keep time in a proper
manner, may miss vital fouls which could mean the
winning or losing of a game. Therefore a time-keeper
is essential.
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of TULLAMORE—who refereed
both All -Ireland Senior Finals
this year

B

Spectators are part and parcel of our games and with-
out them excitement would be lacking. They can be so
wonderful . . . they can also be so frightening. So won-
derful when everything is going well for their team—so
frightening when everything is going against their team
—AND THEN THE REFEREE 1S BLAMED.

To spectators I would say, be a little charitable to-
wards the referee. Give him a chance. He is honest, he
is there to do his best and he is doing his “Almighty
best.”” Give him as much encouragement as you would
the players. Should the spectators do this it would be
easier to get more young men to-day to take up
refereeing.

CO-OPERATIVE

To give credit where it is due, I usually find players
most co-operative and willing to do as I say in big-time
hurling and football. In a good game, no matter how
tough, players are too intent on getting ro the ball to
know whether they have fouled or not and will accept
yous deeision without question.

When players are unfit for the fray you find them
grumbling with the referee, their team-mates and, of
course, the opposition. Usually a warning from the re-
feree ends all this.

It is easy to control games where both teams want
to play the game in a sporting manner. Where there is
too much “needle”, anything can happen and there is
very little a referee can do about it. If teams want to
fight they will, but mostly only when the referee cannot

see them.
(Continued overleaf)



W. J. SPAIN won consecutive championships with two counties

{ Continued from page 25)

It was many vyears afterwards before thz Central Council
provided the medals for the teams who won the first titles.
The Council was in debt for several years and the American
“invasion” did not help matters, incurring a heavy financial
loss instead of the expected profit.

When eventually the medals were received in Limerick only
three of the original selection were still in the city—Thomas
McNamara, Patrick J. Corbett and Michael O°Loughlin. Nine
had died—P. Reeves, J]. Mulqueen, Patrick Kelly, Robert Nor-
moyle, Thomas Keating, - William Guiny, Philip Keating,
Richard O’Brien and Patrick Treacy.

With W. J. Spain in America, there were also Timothy
Fitzgibbon, Malachi O’Brien, Ned Casey and Denis Corbett.
Mick Slattery was in Australia and James Purcell in the
Phillipines.

Still in the Emerald Isle, we find Timothy Kennedy and
Ned WNicholes in Dublin; John Hyland in Cork; Jeremiah
K:nny in Gort, and Thomas Lynch in Kilcommon. The
whereabeuts of one—Willie Cleary—could not be traced.

Shortly after the great victory of the Limerick lads in
securing the first All-Ireland Senior football title, a number
of the players lefr to seek a living elsewhere—and included
in the batch was W. J. Spain, who went to take up a position
in Arnott’s of Dublin.

JOINED KICKHAMS

What Commercials was to the young lads entering business

life in Limerick, Kickhams was to the Metropolitan youth.
and wh-n W. J. Spain moved to the capital, the Kickhams
soon claimed him. He ontered as enthusiastically into the work
of Gaelicisation by the Litfey as by the Shannon, and was
one of the best of the Dubliners that day zgainst Clare—
November 3rd, 1889, '

T he following April he left for America, and continued
there his good work for Irish games, then fighting an up-
kil battle for recognition in the big cities of the Americans.

An outstanding achievement recorded to his credit across
the atlontic took place at Madison Square Gardens, New
York, on December 13th 1890, when, in a Gaelic foot-
ball exhibition, he scored two goals and five points for
his team—New York Gaelic. And it is interesting to re-
call that §. Connery, who remained in America following
the 1888 “invasion,” played in the same game.

W. J. Spain was a hard worker and was not long making
his mark ~cross the broad Atlantic, becoming in time one of
ths richest silk merchants in New York.

That he did not forget Ireland is evidenced from the fact
that he brought over many of his nzighbours and found them
good employment in the silk business,

W. J. SPATN WAS A GREAT GAEL IN THE TRUEST
SENSE OF THE TERM—ONE WORTHY OF THE
MANTLE OF THE FIRST DUAL MEDALIST OF THE
GAEL'C ATHLETIC ASSOCITATION.

A REFEREE'S VIEWPOINT

(Continued from page 29)

However, there is little of this in our Gaelic games.
If all games were left to the referee and players I am
confident there would not be any scenes.

“ ADVANTAGE RULE”

The playing rules of the Gaelic Athletic Association
are well known to everyone. In the Official Guide they
are clearly stated. To those who never played the games,
some of the rules may seem hard to understand.

There is one ‘‘rule,” however, which is not contained
in the Official Guide. This is what is commonly known
as the “advantage rule.”” It does not exist, therefore it
cannot, and should not, be applied.

The so-called “advantage rule” which the public de-
mand so often should never be considered. A foul is a
foul and the whistle must be blown, After all, it's from
the Official Guide that the referee gets his instructions
and not from the general public,

- The “advantage rule” suits a team one minute, and
the next moment it does not. If it is applied one half

of the crowd is appalled. If it is not applied the other

half is equally appalled.

SO I SAY, FORGET ABOUT THIS SO-CALLED
RULE AND HAVE OUR GAMES PLAYED AS
SET CUT IN THE OFFICIAL GUIDE. OTHER-

WISE THE RULES AS THEY NOW STAND ARE

Al
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Historic Year In Footbal

LITTLE MORE THAN TWELVE MONTHS AGO | SAT IN CROKE PARK’'S HOGAN STAND AND
WATCHED KERRY’S HIGH-FIELDING, LONG-KICKING ALL-IRELAND CHAMPIONS REPEL,
WITH ALMOST CONTEMPTUOUS EASE, THE FAST AND FANCY FOOTBALL OF THE ULSTER

TITLE-HOLDERS FROM DOWN.

Beside me that day sat two well-
known Dublin officials. Said one of
them, “These Down fellows have an
awful lot to learn before they cut
much ice in championship football.”
Said the other, “But if ever they do
learn, they're going to take a great
deal of stopping.”

And, if ever a team turned defeat
to best advantage, it was surely
these Downmen, who never forget
a single lesson they learned the hard,
hard way, when losing to Galway in
the All-Ireland semi-final of 1959
and to Kerry in that “Gaelic
Weekly”’ final last October twelve-
months. They turned those lessons to
good account in their Lagan Cup
games through the winter, while
many of their keymen were obviously
not above picking up a thing or two
from the stars they meet and beat
in the semi-final and final of the
interprovincial competition for the
Railway Cup.

Indeed it was watching the Rail-
way Cup Final on St. Patrick’s Day
that first led me to believe that the
Sam Maguire Cup was likely to go
to Ulster again.

That was hard genuine football
and the Kerry-Cork combination
which represented Munster that day
took a deal of beating. But beaten
they were, narrowly on the score-
board, yet fairly and squarely on the
field.

So the Railway Cup went back to
an Ulster side based on Down,
Cavan and Derry, and that victory
gave a foretaste of the season to

come.
The Railway Cup games over, the

National League was the next big item
on the agenda. Down had come through
successfully in the Dr. Lagan Cup

competition in the North, Cavan had
also® qualified triumphantly 1n their
sector, a revived Dublin fifteen had
come through in one of the hardest
divisions of all, while Kerry had once
again cruised triumphantly through
Division IV.

The semi-finals matched Down with
Kerry and Dublin with Cavan, and that
game with Kerry in Croke Park marked

Down's achievement of greatness. For
much of the hour it seemed that Kerry
might counter with craft and experience
the speed and dash and combination of
the men from beyond the Mournes, but
a great goal from James McCartan set
the headline for his colleagues and, de-
spite the best endeavours of the men
from the Kingdom, Down went on to
the final, and very deservedly so.

Yet, most folk in the South were not
as much impressed as they should have
been by that Down triumph. Too many
people chose to believe that Kerry never
take the League campaign really seri-
ously. That was certainly the case some
seasons back, and for many a year before
that, but the Kingdom footballers have
put plenty of earnest endeavour into

"By PADRAIG PUIRSEAL
of the "IRISH PRESS”
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their League efforts during recent years.

Moreover, when they met Down in
that semi-final, the men from the Reeks
were defending the- title they had won
the year before, and were also defending
the St. Brendan Cup which had been
anything but easily earned in New
York’s Gaelic Park. And the Kerrymen
arc no more partial than anybody else
to surrendering lightly titles they have
won the hard way.

Anyway, with Kerry beaten, Down
advanced to meet Cavan in the National
League Final, and again those who
doubted the worth of the Moumemen
frezly predicted that this game would
mark the end of the wvictory road for
Kevin Mussen and his “pupils.”

Cavan, it was alleged, knew Down’s
style backwards. Besides, the Breffnimen
had proved themselves by first holding
Dublin to a draw and then beating the
Metropolitans in the second of their two
rousing games at An Uaimh. In addition
to that, Cavan had old scores to settle
with their opponents, especially that
heavey defeat at Clones in the Ulster
Final of 1939,

That League Final was a revela-
tion, for it was not the sort of game
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we expect from Ulster teams. It was
a hard, grim, dour match of nega-
tive football, of trying to keep the
opposition from doing anything
brilliant rather than seeking to do
anything brilliant yourself. It was
the kind of football that I would
have sworn six months before that
Down couldn’t play. But they played
it far more successfully in Croke
Park that day than Cavan did and
emerged narrow but deserved win-
ners, to bring the National League
Cup and title across the Border for
the first time since Derry had won
the curtailed competition of 1947,

With the League over, all eyes were
on the championship. Down seemed to
lapse briefly at this stage. They paid a
visit to Kerry for a tournament game;
they lost to Derry in the McKenna Cup
semi-final, and knowing ones began to
pass remarks about a *“‘flash-in-the-pan™
team.

But the footballers in red and black
soon silenced such critics by coming back
to their best form at Wembley where
they once again beat Galway in the final
of the London County Board Tourna-
ment,

THE CHAMPIONSHIP

The provincial championships fell
somewhat below expectations. In the
West, Galway came through once more,
the challenge of Leitrim again fading
almost inexplicably when the testing time
came.

Waterford knocked the bottom out of
the Munster battle by defeating Cork and
then failing badly to Kerry in the final.
In the North, Down again came through,
their fiercest rivals Cavan not proving
good enough on Final Day.

Only in Leinster did we see the un-
expected. Offaly, lucky when beating
Carlow in their opening game, went on
to score a sensational win over Dublin
and then opposed Louth in the provin-
cial Final.

For a long time it looked as
though the Midlanders were to be
baulked again by their “Croke Park
bogey,”” but they came storming

!
( Continued on page 50)
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Wexford had won the All-Ireland title of 1955,
having beaten Limerick in the semi-final and
Galway in the final but there were many folk
who felt that they had not yet proved them-
selves, and that lent added edge to their clash
with Tipperary in the National League Final of
1956. Tipperary were League holders and made
no secret of their determination to defeat the
All-lreland champions. Never has so much con-
troversy raged in advance among hurling fol-
lowers about a National League Final. There
were those who maintained that the powerful
Wexfordmen, then at the peak of their glory,
would steamroll the Tipperary lads, while there
was another school of thought, just as vocal,
which claimed that the old masters from Tip-
perary would make mince-meat of Yexford's
hurling pretensions, and would show without
doubt that they were really the top hurling
team in Ireland. The counties met in that his-
toric league decider in Croke Park on the first
Sunday in May, 1956—a day most disappointing
from the spectators’ view-point, for half-a-gale
whipped rain CEHEIEHIK towards the Railway
goal from start to finish. Yet thousands upon
thousands of hurling fans defied the weather
and thronged into the G.A.A. Headquarters.
The serried ranks of faithful Wexford sup-

Remember the name!

A, Folay
R. Rackard N. 0'Donneall M. Hanion
J. English (Capt.) W. Rackard M. Morrissey

S. Hearne J. Morrissay
Padge Kehoa E. Wheeler 7. TTood
T. Ryan N. Rackard T. Dixon

Substitutes :
Ted Bolger for English, Paddy Kehoe for Bolger

The date: May bth, 1956

The score:
Wexford 5-9 Tipperary 2-14

porters must have spent the first half regretting
that they had not stayed at home, for Tiigopgra

took first use of the breeze. Nick O'Donnell,
Bobby and Billy Rackard and goalman Art Foley
battled hard in a Wexford defence and lost
captain Jim English early on. But Tipperary's
irrisistible mood moved through for score after
score, and the Wexford followers looked as

gloomy as the day when half-time came with
their favourites trailing fifteen points behind on
a score of 2-10 to 0-1. Everyone in Ireland knew
that nobody could concede a fifteen-point lead
to those Tipperary hurlers, at least everyone
did except the Wexford team. Out they came
for the second half and were quickly heartened
by goals from Tom Dixon and two by big Nicky
Rackard. Then Ned Wheeler and Jim Morrissey
drove over a whole series of long distance
points and, though Paddy Kenny kept sniping
over points for Tipperary, Wexford were mir-
aculously within striking distance with ten min-
utes to go.

Nicky Rackard took over. He placed Dixon for
one goal, tore through for another himself—
and Wexford had won the most sensational
Mational Hurling League Final ever played.

TIPPERARY

A. Reddan, M. Byrne, M. Mahar,
J. Doyls, dJ. Fian, P. Stakelum,
A. Wall, J. Hough, 8. 0'Mears,
L. Devannay, L. Skelly, T. English,
P. Kenny, W. Quinn, S. Bannen.

Substitutes : '
L. Keane for Quinn, T. Ryan for Skelly
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TRAGEDY struck on a cold and bleak October da
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arlow’s Success Story

y in 1954 at Carlow’s G.A.A. headquarters, Dr.

Cullen Park. On the restart of an inter-factory hurling game, the referee suddenly stumbled

and pitched forward on the green sod. Minutes

He was Rev. Bro. Michael

O’Connor, a native of Co. Kerry, who
raught at St. Mary’s C.B.S, Carlow
town.

Brother O’Connor’s death was a
severe blow to his adopted county.
As a teacher, he had few betters. As
a Gael, he cherished a love for
Ireland and all things Irish as few
men could. A keen sportsman, he
promoted games With unstinted zeal
and enthusiasm in his school, and in
the county he championed the seem-
ingly lost cause of hurling.

Unfortunately, he never lived to
see the culmination of his efforts
which this year ended with Carlow
junior hurlers winning the “All.
Ireland Home Final” and narrowly
losing the All-Ireland Final proper to
London.

With the aid of men like Ned.Long,
Vice-Chairman of Carlow Co. Board,
Jimmy Phelan, winner of two All-
Ireland medals with Kilkenny, and
several teachers, Brother O’Connor
worked to promote hurling among the
juveniles.

Street leagues and inter-parish
games flourished under their guid-
ance. But their dreams of a Carlow
upsurge could never have been
achieved without first having a solid
foundation to build on. Fortunately,
the problem was solved . . .

THE CRADLE

Nesstling in the wooded valley of
the river Barrow, in South Carlow, is
a small parish called St. Mullins, It
is on the Kilkenny-Wexford borders,
so it is matural that hurling should
flourish there.

St. Mullins is the cradle of the
hurling revival in Carlow. Men like
the Walshes, Morrisseys, Gahans and
Gladneys have contributed much to
set the county on the road to success.
They can wield a caman with the
best, and proof of this is the number
of tournaments  they have won in
other counties.

During the “bad years” of hurling
in Carlow, St. Mullins had the only

good team. They won the County
title so often that it becomes tedious
to even start counting. But then the
change came . . .

The work of Brother O’Connor
and his colleagues, with the aid of
the men of St. Mullins, first bore
fruit in 1954 when a Carlow hurling
team reached the Leinster semi-final.

Two years later, St. Mullins found
opposition from neighbouring clubs
becoming stronger. Good teams were
emerging in Carlow town, Leighlin-
bridge, Bagenalstown, Tullow and
Courtnellan.

The year 1957 saw the first sign
of a vigorous revival. In the Leinster
Championship, the Carlow junior
team reached the second round for
the first time since 1935. The follow-
ing season saw them win the special
National league competition for
weaker counties, and they repeated
the performance in the 1958-’59
season.

Since then their success story has
continued. Last year they were pro-
moted to the National League proper,
where they did quite well and gained
invaluable experience. This year
they won the Leinster junior title,
beat Cork in the “Home” final and,
after a replay, lost to London in the
All-Ireland proper.

later he was dead.

STRANGER THAN FICTION

In many respects the Carlow suc-
cess story is stranger than fiction. The
strongest opposition to their hopes in
past years came, ironically, from
within the county itself. The - Co.
Board for many years hever took the
game seriously; supporters were few;
funds were almost nil. Add to this
the fact that nearly wrvery time Car-
low tried tb rise in the hurling world,
they were unfortunate enough to
meet Kilkenny or Wexford, and you
have the background to their fight.

Their achievement is all the more
praiseworthy when you remember
that they have only about 150 players
to select from.

It hag been a long, 'weary struggle
from mear extinction to success. The
faithful few have battled bravely and
won, They have tasted defeat often,
yet, even in defeat, found inspiration
to carry omn. They deserve their
laurels and we hope they go from
success to success in the years to

come.
CARLOW HAS THE PROUD

BOAST THAT THEY ARE ONE OF
THE BIGGEST ARGUMENTS
AGAINST THE THEORY THAT
HURLING IS ON THE DECLINE.
WE HOPE THEY WILL INSPIRE
OTHER COUNTIES TO FOLLOW
THEIR EXAMPLE.

“THE GREEN GOOSE”

CALDERWOOD ROAD,

SION HILL ROAD,

Telephone 79742

DRUMCONDRA l

WWW
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" THE NEW FOOTB

ADVANTAGES

NEW deal for football goalkeepers, we

called it . . . and hardly a voice remained
silent. The legislators started it, and thereafter
the players, the public and the Press sup-
ported the widespread demand that net-
minder; be allowed the privilege of picking
the ball off the ground in football.

A very great concession it would be, too. Unique, in
fact, since it would grant to football goalkeepers some-
thing allowed to no other player in Gaelic games. For
almost as old as the games themselves is the strict regu-
lation that the ball must not be picked off the ground
in hurling, football—or indeed camogie.

But over the years experience showed that such a
concession to football goalkeepers was necessary and

of the
“Irizh Press'

By MICK DUNNE

urgent. It would give the much harrassed man-in-the-
posts greater effectiveness and be some safeguard against
onrushing forwards since it would allow him greater
speed in avoiding punishing charges.

It seemed the sensible way of preventing the con-
troversies that exploded from time to time as a result
of goalmouth happenings in major and minor matches.

And so Congress on Easter Sunday last wrote into the
Official Guide the new rule that thereafter allowed the
poalkeepers to lift the ball off the ground in the square.
The voting was: 150 for, 54 against.

Not Availed Of

What happened? Despite the fury, the speed and the
super-charged excitement of many of the major football
games we have watched since Easter, I have yet to see
goalkeeper; availing of the new concession. Moreover,
a check with my sportswriting colleagues reveals that
they haven't seen it happen either.

Perhaps, goalkeepers haven’t, so far, found it necessary
to pick up the ball. Or perhaps they fear thar in a packed
goalmouth referees may mistake them for a defender,
since there is nothing to distinguish a goalie from any
of his six backs.

The Flaw

Therein lies the flaw in the rules as passed by Con-
gress. For, although it may not have been availed of
as often as we thought, it still remains a wise change.
But Congress, I feel, should have gone the “whole hog.”
They should not have dropped so quickly the request
(incorporated in some motions) that the goalkeeper wear
a distinctive jersey,

35

AND FLAWS wuues

The objection was that teams lining-out with goal-
keepers togged differently from their team-mates would
too closely resemble soccer sides. But forgotten in the
discussion was the fact that for many vyears Tommy
Beirne and Sean Wynne, famed Mayo goalkeepers of
former years, regularly appeared in an all-green polo
neck sweater. '

Overlooked, too, was the obvious fact that this wasn’t
the only outfit a goalkeeper could adopt. What was
there to prevent the goalkeeper wearing a jersey num-
bered on the front as well as the back or, alternatively,
wearing a diagonal stripe of any colour on his jersey?
Then referees could never be in doubt about who picked
the ball.

Matter of fact, there’s nothing in the rule to prevent
teams adopting these markings, Congress may come to
realise—as it did in the substitute rule when it neglected
to attach a penalty—that it may be wiser to complete
this new rule in the next rule-changing year.

Already the Cork Co. Board has found it necessary to
advise—not order, mind you—its clubs that such dis-
tinctive markings be incorporated in goalkeepers’ jerseys.

This was the major alteration in football playing rules
at Congress. But it was not the only one.

Wise Change

Another allowed players to change the ball from one
hand to the other—or as it's commonly called “sell the
dummy.” A wise change this, for such a feature of the
game has been brought to a fine art by some players—
Down’s Sean O’Neill is one adept exponent — and it
makes the game all the more attractive.

Then there was the successful motion which reverted
to the position where the referee placed the ball for
frees. Since Congress several players have expressed the
opinion that the privilege of placing the ball should re-
main with them.

But it was the players themselves—or some of them—
who were primarily responsible for the change. They
so abused the privilege that it became a fetish in some
cases; a time-wasting ritual that became an annoyance to
spectators.

We saw an example just a year ago in Croke Park
where a full-back came some 30-40 yards out to take
frees. Repeatedly he dashed out from his position in-
sisted on performing the ceremony of settling the ball,
and then went back some yards before starting his run-
up to take the free, Before long he became the object of
the crowd’s derision,

The fear expressed by players is that referees, when
dropping the ball, may inadvertently have the lace turned
towards the player’s boot. But since most refs. played
the game at some level, surely they would guard against
this!

(Continued overleaf)
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DUBLIN’S FOOTBALL CROWN

OR much of 1950 it looked as if Dublin’s name would not be inscr bed on the honours
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list. Our minor hurlers fell to Wexford in the first round. The juniors crashed heavily
to Carlow in the second round, while the senior hurlers’ only championship consolation
was the fact that they made the eventual All-Ireland champions, Wexford, go two games

with them in Nowlan Park.

In football, our teen-age hopes showed
promise when overcoming a useful -Meath
fifteen, but ran into an Offalv tornado in the
Leinster semi-final and bade good-bye to
their titles. That same July day in Portlaoise
also proved to be the graveyard of the Metro-
politans’ pride and joy, the senior footballers.

However, while all these disappointments were rocking
Dublin followers to their heels, the county junior foot-
ball team was progressing on a triumphant championship
march almost unnoticed.

On 3rd April they opened their campaign at Droichead
Nua with Kildare providing the opposition, The Lily

By JIM CROWLEY

Whites usually field a workmanlike junior string, so
Dublin’s winning margin of 5-10 to 2-7 should have
made us sit up and take notice. We didn’t, however,
begin to realise the team’s potential until Carlow were
beaten in the provincial semi-final, strangely enough by
the same twelve-point margin.

Nex: on the list came Meath, the county that has
ended our Leinster senior championship hopes more often
than any other in the last ten years. True to tradition,
the Royal County boys put up a good show, but could
not preveat a now confident Dublin team from taking
the provincial title by 2-9 to 0-5.

Then came a long trip to Tralee to face the Kingdom.
Dublin find it harder to beat a Kerry team in Croke
Park than anyone else, so the prospect of playing in the
lion’s den itself was anything but a pleasant one. At
this stage, and it couldn’t have come at a better time,
the Metropolitans were able to add extra players to their
panel, ‘'some with senior experience, Among these was
Sean “Yank” Murray, one of the 1958 seniors, who was
included at midfield.

R. MOYLAN

for all your

Posters, Showcards, Tickets, Window Bills,
Silk Screen Printing, Flags, etc.

73 ECCLES STREET, DUBLIN

Phone: 41359 |

Five minutes from half-time, Dublin, with the wind,
we-e trailing Kerry by seven points. Then, an amazing
gcal by the flying Sean Coen improved matters, and
the hali-time deficit of three points, though tricky, did
not look unsurmountable.

All concerned with the team agree that Dublin played
their best football of the whole campaign in the second
half of the Kerry game. With time running out, scores
were level, but a wonderful last movement put Kevin
R:ssell in possession, and this son of a former county
chairman lashed the winner over the bar. A happier
bunch of footballers never left Tralee!

Galway came to Croke Park for the home final with
good credentials. Had the Westerners’ finish been on a
par with their outfield play, Dublin’s winning margin of
1-12 to 0-9 would have been severely shaken. As it was,
the result was a tribute to the ability of the Metropolitan
attack to take what chances came their way,

To secure the official title and the All-Ireland medals,
London had to be beaten. And beaten they were under
atrocious weather conditions in Croke Park by 2-5 to
0.5.

So ended a successful year for one Dublin team. I
will not single out any players for special mention as this
All-Ireland victory was, above all else, a team effort,
A wonderful spirit of camaraderie existed among players
and officials, and they were backed by an enthusiastic
trainer in Mickey Wellington.

i i i
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THE NEW FOOTBALL RULES
— ADVANTAGES AND FLAWS

(Continued from previous page)

Excessive Application

Not that referees haven’t to some extent carried the
strict application of the rule to an excessive degree. Con-
gress ruled that the referee place the ball or indicate
where it is to be placed, the sole object of the rule being
to speed up the game.

Instead. some referees insist on placing every ball
even though it means having to trot across the pitch to
do so. Then, having placed it, the resumption of play
must be further postponed until he has positioned himself
upfield before blowing the whistle.

If only referees and players would strike a happy
medium.

But none of this marred the over-all enjoyment of foot-
ball this year .. . a year which, no matter what its short-
comings, gave us plenty to remember,
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Down goalie, Eamonn McKay, seems to be balancing
on colleague George Lavery in an aerial tussle with
Tadhg Lyne (partly hidden), Kerry in the football
final. LEFT—A Down attack in the St. Brendan
Cup final against New York. RIGHT—Jack
Harding, of Wexford, tussles for possession with a
Tipp. defender in the All-Ireland final.
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Christy Ring about to pull
on the ball in this Cork attack
in the Qireachtas Cup final
against Tipperary at Croke
Park.

(Right) P. Flynn (No. 1)
and L. Foley rise high in the
Dublin “square” to halt a
Kerry attack in the Cuchu-
lainn Cup (Gaelic Weekly
Tournament) final against
Kerry at Croke Park. Looking
on is G. MecMahon, Kerry.

(Below) Highfielding 1n
the Railway Cup Final be-
eween Munster and Ulster at
Croke Park.
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Tadgh Lyne, the Kerry full-forward, wins
this aerial tussle in the Gaelic Weekly Tourna-
ment final against Dublin.

(Above right) M. Leonard, Dublin goalie,
brings off a fine save against Offaly in the
N.F L. game at Croke Park.

(Right) Wexford’s brilliant captain, Nick
O’Donnell, halts this Tipperary attack in the
All-1reland Hurling Final.



L]

¥ % %k Xk k Xk Kk X K & x %k k k %k %k k %k kK ok %k k k %k *k k% *k *k X

ALL-IRELAND CHAMPIONS, 1960
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EAMONN McKAY
PAT MNOLAN

GEORGE LAVERY

JOHM MITCHELL NICK O'DOMNELL (Capt.) TOM MEVILLE

¥
KEVIN MUSSEN (Capt.) DA MeCARTAM KEVIM O'MEILL

A

F=MEEE RACKARD JOHN MOLAKN

MED WHEELER JOE LEMNMNOM JARLATH CAREY

SEAM D'MNEILL

TONY HADDEM PATSY O'HAGEM BRIAN MORGAN

HOPPER McGRATH JACK HARDING TiM FLOOD
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GALWAY .. . ALL-IRELAND MINOR FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS




KILKENNY—ALL-IRELAND MINOR HURLING CHAMPIONS
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Irish Handball Review

WHEN the All-Ireland handball championship series concluded at Clogh, Co. Kilkenny,

in mid-October, followers of the game were able to look back with satisfaction on a

tremendously successful season of high-class play. The
showed an all-round improvement on former years, and,

general standard of alley-craft
although there was a marked

absence of contestants of equal calibre to that of former Kilkenny star, John Joe Gilmar-
tin, nevertheless, the senior grade provided an abundance of top-class performers such as
Paddy Downey, Fintan Confrey and Tom McGarry. In addition, the excellent handball
served up in the junior and minor divisions indicate that the future well-being of the game

i1s assured.

The first major issue of the

year to be decided was the Gael-.

Linn tournament, in which Joe
Maher of St. Mary’s club,
Drogheda, emerged victorious
from the record total of 744
entries. Maher defeated Tom
McGarry of Limerick in the final.
In doing so, he prevented the
Shannon-sider making it a hat-
trick of three successive wins in
Gael-Linn finals, and compen-
sated for his own defeat in the
decider of the two preceding
years.

Since its inception in 1953 with an
entry of 160, this increasingly popu-
lar competition has provided a
winners’ list that corresponds to the
“hall of fame” in modern handball
circles. John Ryan, Dr. Des Dillon,
and Tom McGarry have all won
twice, and Louth enthusiasts now
expect Maher to do likewise.

Munster dominated the All-Ireland
championships by qualifying for eleven
finals out of a possible twelve. They
acquitted themselves nobly by capturing
eight titles, taking all four in the junior
grade, three senior and one minor.
Leinster came a close second, contesting
ten finals, but succeeded in winning only
four, of which the most outstanding was
that of Louth’s Fintan Confrey, who re-
tained the senior softball singles,

Kerry, however, set a headline which
would be difficult to emulate when they
took five National titles, and were beaten
finalists in two others, Their brilliant
achievement was due in no small way to
the sparkling performances turned in by
Paddy Downey, who took three All-
Irelands, retaining both the senjor hard-
ball singles and doubles, ably supported
by Jimmy O’Brien, and winning the

senior softball doubles, also with O'Brien .

as partner,

Downey, by virtue of his consistently
good displays throughout the year, was
easily the most impressive player to be
seen on the court, In the senior hardball

By C. A. O'CONNELL
Sec., Dublin Handball Board

M
singles, he defeated Gael-Linn holder,
Joe Maher of Louth, to retain his title
after a marathon struggle, by four games
to three,

Partnered by Jim O’Brien, he won
the senior softball doubles, defeating
Louth’s Confrey and

representatives,

TITLE-HOLDERS, 1960

S.S.S.—F. Confrey (Louth).

S.H.S.—P. Downey (Kerry).

S.S.D.—P. Downey and ]J.
O’Brien (Kerry).

S.HD.—P. Downey and ]
O’Brien (Kerry).

J.S.S.—M. O’Brien
rick).

J.H.S.—J. Donovan (Kerry).
].S.D.—M. O'Brien and C.
Walsh (Limerick).
JHD.—T. Cleere and C.
Cleere (Tipperary).
M.S.S.—T. Ledwith (West-

meath).
M.H.S.—M. Purcell
dare).
M.S.D.—N. Kerins and G.
McMullan (Kerry).
M.H.D.—M. Purcell and J.
Byrne (Kildare).
Gael Linn Cup Final — ]J.
Maher (Louth) beat T.

(Lime-

(Kil-

McGarry  (Limerick),
32-15,
L—-.--—-—-——W
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IMaher, by three games to nil. It was the
third occasion on which this splendid
combination carried off the soft doubles.
O’Brien, however, has won it five times,
having done so twice previously in com-
pany with Joe Hassett.

A decisive victory by the holders over
the Kildare partnership, Pat Winders
and Tony Daly, in the senior hardball
doubles gave Downey his third All-
Ireland medal this vyear, and made
O’Brien’s total to a well-merited two for
the current season.

To the holder, Fintan Confrey, of
Louth, went the coveted senior softball
singles title, when he overcame some stiff
opposition from Tom McGarry of St
Munchin’s handball club, Limerick, in
the final, by three games to nil. It was
McGarry’s second failure in a major
event this year, as he aso had to be con-
tent with the runner-up position in the
Gael-Linn competition,

Confrey could, understandably, have
anticipated a full rubber of five games
in the final, for the Limerick man had
already beaten Paddy Downey earlier in
the vear. However, although he led
several times throughout, the nearest that
the Shannonsider went to taking a game
was his 21-16 defeat in the second.
Fintan, playing outstandingly, and play-
ing a most successful slow lob toss, went
on to win 21-15, 21-16, 21-15,

MADE HISTORY

Limerick and St. Munchin’s club took
two All-Irelands, and handball history
was made by that county when Mick
O’Brien defeated Des Walsh of Sligo in
the junior softbal]l singles by three games
to nil to win Limerick’s first ever title in
that grade. O’Brien macde it a double
when he took the court with Conny
Walsh to defeat Kilkenny’s dual All-
Ireland finalists, Pierce Hanlon and Mick
Burke, also by three to nil

(Continued on page 48)



Memorable Year In

Colleges’ GA A

EW teams, new faces, a

continued top-level stan-
dard in play and sportsman-
ship and a wider distribution
of the provincial prizes. These
were the factors which com-
bined to make the year since
the last appearance of the
Annual a memorable and most

successful one in Colleges’
G.A.A. history. ;
Growth in numbers means a

growth in popularity, and one of
the happiest signs of the growing
strength of the games was the de-
cision of Chanel College, Raheny,
Skerries De La Salle, St. Brendan’s,
Bray, and Marist College, Clon-
dalkin to participate in the wvarious

competitions.
1
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By DONAL CARROLL

(of the “Irish Independent™)

s i il A

The welcome mat was not ex-
tended to the newcomers alone, for
adding considerably to the joy of the
occasion was the return, after many
years’ absence, of such contenders as
Bandon Secondary School and Pre-
sentation Brothers’ College, Cobh.

These Munster colleges are but two in
the growing list of “predigals” who have
been welcomed back to the fold in recent
years, and perhaps in the not too distant
future we may see such as Blackrock
and Castleknock re-enter the competitions
in which they were the early pace-makers
in the honours’ race.

About this, there seems to be some
confusion; many being under the im-
pression that such colleges cannot com-
pete while continuing to play rugby.

This, of course, is not true. As long as
such colleges keep separate panels of
players for the respective codes, there is
nothing to prevent them from joining the
happy family of G.A.A. participants.

Champions Crashed

The year saw provincial cham-
pions crash like ninepins. In Ulster,
the MacRory Cup made the short,
but by now regular, journey from

Abbey C.B.S., Newry, to the side-
board of local rivals, St. Colman’s
College. In Connacht, St. Joseph’s,
Garbally Park, handed over the
hurling trophy to Galway St. Mary’s,
while St. Jarlath’s, Tuam, relieved
St. Nathy’s, Ballaghaderreen of the
football crown.

The year also saw North Monas-
tery, Cork, score their 13th Dr.
Harty Cup success, but their first
since 1955, while Limerick C.B.S.
regained the football utle they had

previously won in 1956.

Leinster followed the general pat-
tern, St. Finian’s, Mullingar, re-
turned to the football honours’ list
after a seven-year absence, but per-
haps the biggest turn-up of all was
the victory of St. Peter’s, Wexford,
over the Leinster hurling specialists,
St. Kieran’s, Kilkenny.

And as new champions came to
the fore, so too did new football and
hurling stars follow in the footsteps
of such illustrious predecessors as
Des Foley (St. Joseph’s, Fairview,
and Dublin) and John Alley (St
Kieran’s, Kilkenny).

QOutstanding Side

St, Jarlaths, Tuam, produced a galaxy
of stars to win back the Connacht crown
ang the All-Ireland Individual senior
football ititle—the latter for a history-
making third success, This, without
question, was the outstanding side of the
senson, progressive, polished and power-
ful.

Their captain, Mayo minor Patsy
Sheridan, played a notable part in
all their triumphs while Pat Don-
nellan, Gerry Prendergast, Seamus
Leyden, Tony Ryan and Liam Camp-
bell were others who seemed certain
to establish themselves on the inter-
county level at an early date,

St. Finian’s, Mullmgar, also had a
great season; improving steadily
from a disappointing start to qualify
for the final of the Hogan Cup com-
petition. In this, and against the
mighty Tuam side, we saw some of
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the best football of a particularly
biight season. Moreover, we saw a
display of fighting courage seldom
surpassed as the Mullingar boys,
time and again, struck back manfully
from the edge of disaster.

The Westmeath college, too, had
many outstanding players with their
captain, Fintan Costello, Michael
O’Brien, Paddy Cromwell, Brian
Smyth, Jim Delaney, Frank Carty
and Larry Fagan displaying remark-
able skill and consistency through a
testing season.

The burling was equally satisfying and
from the opening games it seemed as if
North Monastery, Cork and/or Limerick
C.B.S. must figure in the closing stages.
And that is the way it worked out with
these exceptionally capable sides brush-
ing aside every challenge in Munster
unti]l they clashed in late March,

Big Two

Strangely, however, this meeting
of the season’s most talented sides
failed to come up to expectations
and, with greater ease than they had
a r1ght to expect, the Cork boys
went on to win their first All—
Ireland title. In the decider, they
came up against the year's surprise-
packet, St. Peter’s, Wexford, who
had surprisingly pipped St. Mary's,
Galway, at the second attempt to
qualify.

The Slaneysiders lacked the all-
round skill, craft and enterprise of
their southern rivals but, my good-
ness, what strength and enthusiasm
they put into their play!

Limerick C.B.S. went out by only
a point to the fancied St. Finian's,
Mullingar, but injuries prevented St.
Colman’s, Newry, from performing
with equal distinction against St.
Jarlath’s in the second football semi-

final,

YES, A SUCCESSFUL, SATIS-
FYING YEAR—MEMORIES ARE
MADE OF THIS.



Whither Galway Hurling !

HGW L.ONG MORE WILL GALWAY HURLING CONTINUE

THE WILDERNESS OF INSIGNIFICANCE RESERVED FOR
SOUTHERN PROVINCE TWO YEARS AGO?
LL WITNESS THE CONNACHTMEN

CHAOS IN WHICH THEY NOW FIND
IATE PORTENTS ARE ANYTHING BUT

ENTRY INTO THE

THE NOT TOO DISTANT FUTURE WI
EMERGING VICTORIOUS FROM THE
THEMSELVES, THOUGH THE IMMED

FAVOURABLE.

Good intentioned sports
writers, and some followers
of the game, would have Gal-
way committed from whence
they came, but who can say
that any worthwhile cure
would be effected by doing
so? Is two years of trial down
among the celebrated hurlers
of Munster sufficient for Gal-
way to prove themselves? No,

I don’t think so.

It will be agreed by all that Gal-
way hurling has fallen from promin-
ence in recent years, and there must
be reasons why. You cannot, for
instance, wave aside football tradition
with the casual excuse that there 1s
rcom for both games.

Undoubtedly, football in the
county has profited at the expense of
the game of hurling. You are left,
therefore, with a policy of robbing
Peter to pay Paul. Was it not in the
past few years of Galway’s football
supremacy that the decline in hurling
was noted?

Again, a shortage of hurleys is no
incentive to young aspirants to play
the game, and so it would appear
that the decline in hurling generally
should be tackled at the Association’s
highest level. It matters not one whit
whether Galway be included in
Munster or Connacht.

In running through the reasons for
Galway's failure to sparkle on the
hurling fields one must not overlook
incidents on the field of play. It is
not sufficient for the County Board
administrators to admit in their an-
nual round-table conference that
some incidents have come to their
notice. Drastic action must be taken,
as indeed I am glad to say it has
been. Pity of course that the County
Board should be treubled at all by
unsporting conduct. Some of the

deeds that were done in the name of
hurling during the past year were
certainly no advertisement towards
the recruiting drive,

But, behind the cloud of past un-
certainty, there is a silver lining. The
minor county hurlers, for instance
ran Tipperary to the hilt for three-
quarers of the hour in Thurles last

COO0OCO000000
By MICEAL O BRIAIN

Leading Western Sportswriter
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August, and many of them will again
be available in 1961.

Emigration in the past has claimed
all too many of Galway’s top-rate
players, and it is hoped that a turn-
ing point has come here also.

In recent years, too, more players
in the city of Galway are taking up
hurling and of course one should not
write about Galway without mention-
ing the City Leagues in hurling and
football. It is estimated that between
500 and 600 young boys from the
schools and colleges are now playing
hurling in the under 12, 14, 16 and
18 groups every week. If a resurgence
is to come in Galway hurling it will
spring from the young players who
are now coming up in plentiful
supply.
~ The past year has failed to unearth
any worthwhile players in the Senior,
Intermediate and junior champion-~
ships, and just now there are a num-
ber of players on the county team
whose tooth is nmot so keen. Would
that Galway could establish them-
selves on a par with All-Ireland
standards, they might well show the
way to counties who have ruled the
roost for too long.

The winning of a Munster cham-

47

TO WALLOW IN
IT THROUGH
PERHAPS

pionship would blot out their in-
feriority complex and set them on

the high road. There is no immediate.

application, it would seem. for Gal-
way’s hurling ills, time will cure all.
Their failure to establish themselves
in the League against Tipperary was
a pity, for a win would have worked
wonders.

Despite all the mediocrity which
abounds in hurling in Galway, it 1s
surprising that a new record gate
was taken in 1960 for the county
final between Fohenagh and Castle-
gar., Now let us examine the position
with regard to our entry Into
Munster.

TWO WORST TEAMS

Galway, any fair-minded critic will
agree, had their two worst teams for
a long time in 1959 and '60. Nothing
was expected of them and nothing

was forthcoming.
Would they have done better by

remaining in Connacht? I say empha- !

tically, NO. Of course some will have
us believe that Galway has too many
cooks and the resultant broth- is
spoiled by them.

Those who gloat over the team’s
misfortune, and call out “bring them
back to Connacht,” should look to the
records. The county is credited with
the honour of having taken part in
the first All-Ireland final when a
team from Meelick played Thurles,
representing ‘Tipperary, at Birr in
1887. Tipp won that game and
thereafter the old story of defeat for
Galway is in the records.

For those who need reminding,
Galway’s hurling record is made up
of one All-Ireland senior title in
1923; two National League titles,
1931 and 1951; three Oireachtas
Cups, 1950, ’52 and ’58: one
junior title in 1939; no minor title,
and Galway, representing Connacht,

(Continued on next page)
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' Both junior hardball titles also went
to Munster. In the singles, Jimmy
Donovan of Kerry fought a tremendous
battle with Galway’s Mick Kelly before
he emerged victorious by a total of only
nine aces, winning by three games to one.
Donovan thus goes senior, and joins with
last year’s winner of the title, Denis
Downey, to provide Kerry with an excel-
lent second string to the Downey-O’Brien
combination.

Tipperary ended Kilkenny’s hopes of
figuring in this year’s honours list when
the brothers Con and Tom Cleere over-
came sound opposition from Hanlon and
Burke in the final of the junior hardball
doubles. Every credit is due to the
winners, but it was hard luck on the
Kilkenny pair to lose a second final,
having fought so hard and so sportingly
throughout the year.

The minor division provided first rate
deciders, including three clashes betweéen
Kildare and Kerry. Ulster were involved
in the softball singles final, a factor
which undoubtedly points significantly to
a promise of prosperous times ahead for
Northern handball.

Matt Purcell, of Kildare, won two All-
Ireland medals in the course of the
" season. Gerry McMullan, of Kerry,
provided the opposition in the hardball
singles, and was considered favourite by
“Kingdom” followers. However, when
Purcell broke through the Tralee man’s
service he dominated jn alley-craft and
went on to victory,

FIRST IN SIX YEARS

McMullan, partnered by Nicholas
Kerins, gave Kerry its first win in a
minor softball doubles final for six years.
They defeated Kildare, represented by
Purcell and Jack Byrne, rather easily,
two games to nil. Thus did these two
counties’ under eighteen representatives
find themselves tying one-all with yet
another encounter to come, just one week
ahead, at Clogh.

Westmeath’s Tom Ledwith took the
minor softball singles crown. Ledwith
beat Sean McCabe of Monaghan who,
incidentally, was the only Ulster player
to reach a National final during the year.
The winner had a difficult passage before
reaching the decider, and accounted for
Dublin’s Bill Casey and Purcell of Kil-
dare en route,

McCabe defeated Nicholas Kerins of
Kerry in the semi-final, but against the
accurate “placing” of Ledwith he showed
a lack of experience. The Monaghan

HANDBALL REVIEW

Continued from page 45

youth is, however, eligible for this grade
next year and could go one better.

“Lily White” and “Kingdom” minor
representatives found themselves in op-
position again when the same pairs,
Byrne and Purcell from Ballymore
Eustace and the Tralee boys, McMullan

"and Kerins, played out the final of the

hardball doubles. Kildare were victors in
a hard-fought match by two games 1o
one, and thereby kept alive the “alley-
cracker” tradition of their county borne
so creditably until quite recently by
Bobby Grattan.

By winning this, the last minor cham-
pionship of the year, Kildare prevented
Kerry from beating their own personal
best achievement of five All-Ireland
titles, which was scored by their now
famous team of 1953, However, their ex-
cellence in equalling that record, by
winning a similar number this year brings
to a total of thirty the number of Irish
titles won by the Fitzgerald-Jones hand-
ball club in Tralee in the twelve years
that it has been in existence,

On such a note did the All-Ireland
handball championships come to a close.
Records were equalled, and others were
broken. New mnames appeared in the
honours’ list, while a few of the old ones
were conspicuous by their absence, It is
to be hoped that this lapse by such

regulars as the Delaney’s of Kilkenny
and Joe Cleary of Wicklow will be but
temporary.

The revival of the game throughout
the country is progressing rapidly. Entries
are increasing yearly for the various and
numerous competitions. Only in Ulster is
there a dearth of talent, but, with a little
assistance from their southern colleagues,
whose experience in such matters would
prove invaluable, they could be in a
position to compete on level terms with
the rest of the country inside the next
five years,

Happlly, the situation has vastly im-
proved in Connaught during the past
half-decade, and, at the moment, officials
there are planning on a most elaborate
scale to provide two new first-class alleys
in Co. Mayo. Castlebar is to be the
location for an ultra-modern £3,000
structure.

The improvements on the court in
I ells have already been admired by many
this year, and the energetic committee
responsible for this marvellous work have
plans for even greater things to come, A
big move is also afoot in Dublin to pro-
vide a new ballcourt for the growing
number of enthusiasts there.

The future of handball, although the
game is now on a fairly secure footing,
depends énlely on the present-day youth.
When it is popularised in the schools
and colleges to the fullest extent, it will
take its rightful place again as one of the
foremost of Ireland’s national games.

took the Railway Cup from Mun-
ster in 1947.

Not very impressive is it after 73
years of trying? And, now, some
pontificators want the hurlers back
in Connacht without a fair triall

In passing, it must be noted that
Galway appeared in nine All-
Ireland finals, The first appearance
was in 1887. They were back five
times in the 1920’s, only to be
beaten by Dublin in '24, Tipperary
in 25, and Cork in ’28 and ’29.
They made three appearances in the
fifties and were beaten by Cork in
1953, Wexford in 1955 and Tip-
perary in 1958.

Galway’s contribution to the game
of hurling has been a noteworthy
one despite the records. The county
produced some of the greatest
players the game has ever known.
The twenties produced Mick King,
Mick Gill, Ignatius Harney, Mick
Derivan and Matty Burke to men-
tion but a few, while in the not too
distant past names like Sean Dug-
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gan, Fr. Paddy Gantley, “Inky”
Flaherty, Josie and Stephen
Gallagher, Tadgh Kelly, Hubert

Gordon, John Killeen, Bernie Power
and Johnny Molloy were household
names,

When, and if, Congress comes to
consider the advisability of retain-
ing Galway in Munster I hope they
will give some consideration to the
possibility of keeping the senior team
and sending back the junior and
minor teams to compete in Con-
nacht. Otherwise, the great efforts
of Mayo, Roscommon, Leitrim and
Sligo to foster hurling will be de-
feated. Colleges in the province are
doing their share of work but a
shortage of hurleys is everybody’s
problem.

I have been asked — ““Whither
Galway Hurling?” and, in so far as
it is humanly possible, I have en-
deavoured to plot the road to re-
covetry, The immediate future is
none too bright. Time alone can best
supply the answer.
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FOR the last quarter century
Offaly has been fielding
very good senior footbail
teams, but the ambition of the
“Faithful County” to win a
Leinster title was never
realised until last July.

Secondary competitions were won,
like the Divisional National Football
League victory in 1939, the O’Byrne
Cup, a few years back, on the first
occasion for which it was competed,
and, in the years 1945 and ’54, the
ambitious midland county reached
the Leinster finals against Wexford
in Portlaoise and Meath in Croke
Park, without capturing the crown.
The third time to contest the pro-
vincial final proved lucky. The break-
through had been long delayed.

Offaly’s football record in the past
showed that a peak performance was not
repeated, but was usually followed by a
disappointing display. This see-saw form
appeared season after season until, in
the last two leagues, a constantly-winning
streak set in. Last year, a drubbing from
Kerry in the league semi-final and a
shock defeat on the home ground,
O’Connor Park, by Laois, on a replay, in
the Leinster Championship, revealed that
the old fault of failing when least ex-
pected had not been eradicated.

THE VICTORY MARCH

The bad luck element disappeared and
the lucky breaks came Offaly’s way In
1960. But, there was more than luck
attached to winning the Leinster Senior

Football Championship, The Offaly team.

had moulded into a well-discinlined umnit
by the personnel of the line-out remain-
ing pretty constant. It had toughened and
hardened into a confident combination
by competition with first-class opposition,
It was ready to sweep successfully
through the provincial ties, and the minor
team came with it.

CLOSE CALL FROM CARLOW

The difference between -League and
Championship was fully illustrated in
Droichead Nua in mid-May when, in the
first round. Offaly had a close call from
Carlow. The off-hand ease and silky
precision of league play was gone. In its
nlace were the teak-tough, teeth-jarring
jolts of the knock-out game played with
the flavoured fury of a feud

MEITION

i

It was a dramatic game with
Offaly panting in serious arrears after

the first half, trailing by 1-4. It took.

a grinding 20 mins. to crawl abreast
of a fading Carlow team: An inter-
change of points created a nail-biting
finish. There was no slow trek to the
exits. With two minutes to go the

gloriously unexpected happened.

An exploratory, but wel]-di;ecttd, shot
by centre half-back Charlie Wrenn
hopped in the Carlow square, and left
goalie J. Nolan frantically clawing at
the leather, which thunked into the top
of the twines,

There was no recovery for Carlow.

The match was won.
Carlow’s chagrin over the fateful turn

of events was sympathetically understood

by Offalians, when it is realised that
Doogue scored a disallowed Carlow goal,
and Hogan missed a penalty.
The final score—Offaly, 2-12; Car-
low, 2-9. Offaly introduced three substi-
tutes, Mick Casey, Paddy McCormack
and Tommy Greene, who held their
places to the All-Ireland semi-final.
Greg. Hughes and Mick Brady were
Offaly’s best defenders, and midfielder
Foran caught like a vacuum cleaner. Nine
plavers scored, with substitute Casey top

marksman.

HATS OFF TO THE HEROES

The disappointing days of misfortune
were behind the “Faithful County”, and

‘the match-winning breaks continued to

come to the tricolour jersey, Dublin was
the next victim.

Dublin had annihilated Lonaford to
progress to meet Offaly in Portlaoise on
the 26th June in the Leinster semi-final.
The caution which their 195 reverse
should have instilled in Dublin was
swamped by over-confidence arising from
their freak ten-goal trouncing of Long-
ford. The reverse psychological effect
settled on Offaly. ;

Chastened bv the Carlow games
course. and stiffened for the fray by
Dublin’s facile victory over Longford,
the muscular midlanders streaked through
the muddled Metropolitans for a sen-
sational result, The Leinster champions
of two vears’ standing were heavily out-
scored in the second half, having held
the slender lead of two points at half-
time. ;

Some wondexful scoring by their cap-
tain. streak-runmer Donie Hanlon, started
a purple patch for Offaly. and three
gnals came im quick succession after
Heffernan had booted a Dublin penalty
over the bar.

49

By H. C, BURKE
ex-captain Offaly S.F.T.

ALISED ~

When the long whistle sounded, the
dethroned champions had been beaten
by the biggest margin in years, and the
famed scoring machine was spiked. The
team that atruggled past Carlow had
been transformed into a highly efficient
fifteen, ready to challenge title-laden
Louth in the final,

The Metropolitan giant was also over-
come in the minor grade. Winners of
the minor All-Ireland championship five
times in the past six years, Dublin were
fairly and squarely beaten by the (faly
teenagers. So Offaly partisans lived to
see the day when two of their football
teams contested the Leinster fnals—and
won both—on the same day. It never
rains, but it pours!

THE HISTORIC FIRST

In two hours of prestige-packed foot-
ball, Offaly, on the last Sunday of July,
in heretofore awe-inspiring Croke Park,
completed their lordly and victorious
sweep through the Leinster champion-
ships, and annexed a majestic double in
minor and senior football by defeating
Louth in both grades.

Played in wind and rain, the unkind
elements failed to dampen the ardour of
the huge Offaly contingent present,
whose emotional relief and swelling
pride, as the long senior whistle knelled
Louth’s defeat, were expressed in a
racing swoop on the exultant plavers,
and a hysterical round of congratulations.
The “Corn Peile Laighean” was at long
last in the hands of an Offaly captain.

MINOR CHAMPIONS

The minor footballers won all four
quarters from Louth and had a 2 pts.
lead at half-time (0-6 to 0-4). In the
third quarter, the winners pointed four
times without reply. but Louth decorated
the last period with 1-1. Yet, Offaly
remained ahead with a 1-2 tally in reply.
T. Furlong's goal turned the Reds into
a routed team. and the scoreboard show-
ing 0-5 to 1-12, before Louth’s late
goal, would have been more indicative
of Offaly’s superiority.

MidFelder Martin Turley was the
powerhouse of the team; goalie Merrigan
was exceptional, and the half-forwards,
Scully, Ennis and Shaughnessy, were the
best balanced,

Offaly’s first Leinster minor title was
won in 1947.

LAURELS AT LAST
The final atmosphere. the closeness of
the scores. and the stake of a TL.einster
title precluded any hint of dullness in



HISTORIC YEAR IN FOOTBALL—from page 3I

back in the closing stages to gain
victory by a point and thus take
very deservedly the first Leinster
senior title ever won by the County.

SURPRISING

The semi-finals were, to say the least
of it, surprising. Galway, well beaten by
Kerry in the previous All-Ireland final,
were given little chance against the
Kerrymen in the first, especially since
for onc reason or another, the Gal-
wegians were well under full strength.
Yet, they ran rings around Kerry
through most of the first-half, were un-
lucky to be in arrears at the interval,
and, if Frank Evers had any luck ar all
with his shooting, might well have
snatched a draw in the closing stages.

But the second was even more sen-
sational. Offaly led Down until well into
the second-half when a penalty award,
which will be long the cause of contention
in the OConnor county, was goaled by
Paddy Doherty to bring the Ulstermen
back into the game. The teams finished
level, and in the replay it was only in
the closing stages that Down pulled out
to win after Offaly had squandered
chances in the opening half. Again therc
were those who claimed that they saw
many weak spots in the Down fifteen
in the course of those two hard-fought
games.

But anyone who adopted that
attitude was being entirely unfair to
Offaly, a team that had improved
out of all knowledge between their
first championship game and their
last. Down would, I'm sure, be the
very first to acknowledge just how
much they owe to Offaly, for the
men from the Midlands combined
strength with speed, they marked
closely, went high for the ball and
fielded safely, so that, in those two
exhilarating struggles they provided
the Ulster stars with the best pos-
sible preparation for an All-Ireland
Final against Kerry.

That All-Ireland Final is history now.
In fairness to Kerry, let it be said thart
they probably attempted the impossible
when they tried to play the fastest team
in Ireland under the handicap of an in-
jured full-forward and full-back, but,
though there was little in it through the
first half, I always had the feeling that,
while Down were holding something in
reserve, Kerry were already at full
stretch.

The men in green and gold made their
big effort at the start of the second half.
For ten minutes or so it looked as

though the traditional fighting spirit of
the Kerrymen might yet save the day,
but, once James McCartan’s high shot
beat Johnny Culloty for Down's first
goal, the end was inegvitable. Paudhy
Sheehy might have kept interest alive
had he availed of a good goaling chance
hereabouts, but there could be no doubts
at all about Down’s superiority in the
last quarter.

In the end Kerry had sustained their
worst-ever defeat in an All-Ireland final,
and yet they can thank their luck that
the mafgin of Down’s victory was not
even greater,

REALLY REACHED
MATURITY

But I thought that Down really
came to maturity a couple of Sun-
days later when they met New York
in the St. Brendan Cup Final, again

at Croke Park.

Through the opening ten minutes the
new champions seemed content to size up
the opposition. Then they suddenly
found the Achilles heel of the Exiles,
lack of mobility in covering off. At once
Down began to swing the ball about into
the open spaces, a type of football that
they had got little chance to exploit in
any of their previous Croke Park games
through the year. And once the Ulster-
men got that ball on the move it was
obvious that the St. Brendan Cup was
going to join the Mational League and
All-Ireland trophies on Kevin Mussen’s
sideboard.

And so, in senior football it has been
Ulster’s greatest year with all four major
trophies crossing the Border, but for
Down it has been a true Annus Mira-
bilis, and deservedly so.

The present All-Ireland champions
have time and again proved their ver-
satility. They have learned to play close,
hard football and yet keep the leather
on the move. They are not now ruffled
by hard tackling, and it has been proved
that it is all but impossible to knock
them off their game. They have shown
themselves the greatest team that has
ever come South of the Border, and in
doing so have made football history.

FOOTBALLER OF YEAR

Despite their many mid-field
switches, they have not had a weak
link on the side and they have,
moreover, produced the man who
was for me the footballer of the year,
Leo Murphy, now in my opinion
the best full-back in the country,
and well fitted to stand with the
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best who have ever filled that oner-

ous position.
After Down, Offaly who even in de-

fzat gained new prestige, were the most
iiiproved team of the year, but Kerry
st the minds of their followers at rest,
and showed the reserve of football talent
in the Kingdom, by fielding several new-
comers in the “GAELIC WEEKLY"”
Final against Dublin and gaining a re-
sounding victory in which the lads in
green and gold played glorious football.

In the other ranks, the junior cham-
pionship produced nothing of note. A
vrorkmanlike Dublin side were good
winners of the title, though they had not
a great deal to spare over London at
Croke Park in a rain-ruined Final.

The minor championship produced
some excellent games. A lively Offaly
side made it a memorable vear for the
county by coming through in Leinster,
but failed to match a grand Galway
fifteen in the semi-final. In the other
semi-final Cork had little to spare over
Down.

In the final we saw an amazing game,
Orwver the hour Cork had rather more of
the play, but their forwards just could
not score, while, on the other hand, the
clever (salway attackers seemed to land
a score in every one of their compara-
t'vely rare attacks. So Galway scored a
resounding victory and I shall be greatly
surprised if many of these lads are not
seniors of note in another three or four
$eas0ns,

ALL IN ALL, IT WAS A HIS-
TORIC YEAR N FOOTBALL, A
YEAR THAT WILL SURELY NEVER
BE FORGOTTEN IN DOWN AS

LONG AS THE MOURNE MOUN-

TAINS SWEEP DOWN TO THE
SEA,

hhhh
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CUMANN LUITHCHLEAS GAELL

Comhairle na Mumhan

WISHES THE GAELS OF MUNSTER AND
IRELAND A HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A
PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR AND THANKS
THEM FOR THEIR PATRONAGE DURING THE PAST YEARS
THE ATTENTION OF ALL IS DIRECTED TO
THE FOLLOWING FIXTURES

[N THE NEW YEAR
N9

Provisional Dates:

% MUNSTER SENIOR FOOTBALL FINAL
16th JULY, 1961

% MUNSTER SENIOR HURLING FINAL
30th JULY, 1961
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and also further Munster engagements:

% SENIOR & MINOR FOOTBALL SEMI-FINALS
% MINOR HURLING SEMI-FINAL

% JUNIOR HURLING & FOOTBALL SEMI-FINALS
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ALL IRELAND KNOWS

THE

ORMOND
HOTEL

VG DY

RESTAURANT OPEN—7.30 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Fully Licensed

SNCE L

ORMOND QUAY, DUBLIN

PHONES—Office 72748/9 - Visitors—705201, 705211
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MILK At Its Best
CREAM At Its Best

PASTEURISED
BOTTLED

ASK YOUR MILKMAN FOR THEM

Cork Milk Producers’ Co-Operative
Society Litd.

'-_---_--_--’J

KINSALE ROAD
‘Phone 25011
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Made in

‘DRIPSEY" |

is your guarantee of
DURABILITY, QUALITY

and STYLE

Specialities::
Ladies’ Tweeds, “Sports” Clothes, Boys’
Hard - wearing Tweeds, Owvercoatings,
Blankets, Rugs.

x

It it is DRIPSEY you can buy
it, confident that you will get
genuine value for your money

DRIPSEY MILLS
LIMITED -

CO. CORK

i
i
CHINA |
SHOWROOMS i

i

Ireland’s Largest and Most Modern China
and Glass Shop

Large Selectior of

LOVELY WATERFORD GLASS
ARKLOW POTTERY
ROYAL TARA CHINA

GALWAY and CARRIGALINE
POTTERY

You are cordially invited to inspect our stock

* * * *

Gift Tokens for any Amount are available ana
interchangeable with Tom Jones (Belfast) Ltd.

Only address:
32/33 LOWER ABBEY STREET, DUBLIN

Phones: 48222-3-4
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OPPORTUNITY

IS KNOCKING ON YOUR DOOR

THE NEWEST IRISH ENTERPRISE IS PREPARING TO MAKE ITS
IMPACT ON WORLD MARKETS. FACTORIES ON THE INDUSTRIAL
ESTATE AT SHANNON FREE AIRPORT ARE COMMENCING
PRODUCTION. A CONSTANT FLOW OF VARIED PRODUCTS FROM
THE TAX FREE FACTORIES WILL SOON BE MOVING THROUGH ALL

MARKETS. NOW IS THE TIME FOR IRISH BUSINESSMEN TO
INVESTIGATE THE POTENTIALITIES = OF ESTABLISHING AN

INDUSTRY AT SHANNON.

INDUSTRIES HAVE BEEN ATTRACTED BY THE ADVANTAGES OF:
(1) Ready-to-occupy factories at low rentals.
(2) Profits free of Irish Income Tax and Corporation Profits Tax until 1983.

(3) Grants of up to 50% of the cost of machinery and the full cost of training
workers.

(4) Strategic distribution centre with regular cargo flights East and West.

(5) Enthusiastic welcome, and every help, to industries setting up at
Shannon.

(6) Development of an integrated industrial estate with an international
atmosphere.

CONSIDER THE ADVANTAGES FOR YOUR FIRM

Write to-day with an outline of your ideas and make an appointment for further

discussion with—

THE DEVELOPMENT MANAGER'

SHANNON FREE AIRPORT DEVELOPMENT
COMPANY LIMITED

SHANNON FREE AIRPORT, CO. CLARE
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OFFALY’S AMBITION REALISED — from page 49

the senior game. The shouldering was
muscular and energy-sapping, the Kicks
ground-devouring. It does not belittle
Offaly’s display to say that the good
fortune which descended on their
in Droichead Nua did not
desert them in Croke Park, ,

The scores were level three times, In
the last quarter the lead changed hands.
The last score of the game. a hard-
earned field point by captain Hanlon,
was registered five minutes from time,
and in the closing minutes Casey and
Brady distinguished themselves by heroic
defensive efforts.

In this game, Offaly’s severest set-back
was the award of a penalty to Louth in
the 29th minute of the firs half. Kevin
Behan drove a grass-grazing bu]]?t intg
the right corner of Willie Nolan’s net,
to send Louth to their dressing rocms In
the lead (1-4 to 0-3). _

Fortunately, Offaly mounted a six-

minute offensive on restarting, and
tried the scores with 4 points. The
turning point was a missed “sitter”
by Behan (who had previously

pounded lengthy frees over the bar
with elan) from a close free earned by
W oods who was held while groping fo:
a goal. The exchange of points after
that left one white flag in Offaly’s
favour. The final score was: Offaly
0-10; Louth 1-6, and it was the only

game in which Offaly failed to ratse

een flasg.
ngearfs ‘;f unrewarded endeavour and
bitter frustration were at last rcmwned
with success. Ambition was realised; the
goal reached. The final score was:
Offaly, 0-10; Louth 1-6, and it was the
only game in which Offaly failed to

raise a green flag.

ON TO THE SEMI-FINAL

The traditional hoodoo that had
assailed past wearers of the republican
jersey (Offaly makes a strong claim to
he the first county to have woven the
national colours in their jersey) had been
shattered. Untouched by superstition,
unhampered by the record book, im-
pressed only by present performance,
Offaly’s 1960 line-out had toppled
Louth to progress againsy the Ulster
champions, Down, in the All-Ireland
semi-final, The Mourne mén had won
the Nationa] League, defeating Kerry 1in
the final. They had whacked Galway in
Wembley, They came to Croke Park with
a big reputation for fast, combined play,
with incisive score-producing forward

k.
e MINORS OUT

In the semi-final, the Offaly minors
came up against Galway, who proved to
be an exceptional team and ultimate All-
Ireland champions, The Westerners won
easily enough, 2-12 to 213‘ It was the
end of the road for the min>rs, and, for
the first tim?, the seniors faced the
opposition without the feeling of satis-
faction that the tecnagers had shown
them the way. e

If the minors were eliminated, the
superb seniors lived to fight another day,
drawing with Mussen's men, having led

for 53 minutes and only deprived of
victory by a controversial penalty, sunk
by Dcherty, before a near-record crowd
of over 64,000,

Offaly led at half-time, 2-4 to 0-3, by
means of 2 goals by Casey and
Donnelly. Down restarted with four un-
answered points. Doherty’s penalty tied
the scores seven minutes from time-up.
An exchange of points left the teams
level, 2-7 to 1-10.

OFFALY LOSE REPLAY

It was like old times, after the sen:li—
final replay, treking home in the rain,
defeated. There was one comforting
thought, Offaly werz still Leinster cham-
pions, the pinnacle of past ambitions.

Qur great team raised the football
prestige of the county to an all-time
high. In September’s semi-final defeat
by a 2 pts. margin (1-7 to 1-5) they
were far from disgraced, but were
eliminated after a severe test and a most
strenuous effory befare the second
highest attendance at a semi-final
(68,023),

Mussen said that Down won in the
rain, Offaly’s mentors blamed the
freshened wind and persistent drizzle of
the last quarter for the team’s eclipse.
Many an “if” was tagged to Greene’s
shots; ' if Casey was held scoreless,
Doherty’s tally slumped from 1-7 of the
drawn game to 0-1 (free) in the replay.
Late points by James McCartan at a
vita] stage prevented Offaly from con-
testing their first All-Ireland final

It is worth noting that Offaly led at
half-time, 1-3 to 0-2, and Down showed
that they had the stuff of champions in
them by fighting back.

A TEAM EFFORT

It was a team effort which won the
Leinster title for Offaly, and went so
near to winning the Sam Maguire Cup.
The defence proved the better part of
the team. Willie Nolan had a creditable
campaign in goal. The fulls, McCormack,

Hughes and Egan, were exceptional.
Mobility and anticipation helped the
lichter halves, OQ'Reilly, Brady and

Wrenn, to more than hold their own.
The great forwards of the season, Joyce,
Heffernan, Behan, Sean O’Neill, Hadden
and Morgan, remained practically score-
less against the defence.

Six-footer Foran fielded confidently
and had his best year in competitive
football but he needs a permanent
partner,

Winger Tommy Greene emerged s
cne of the fastest and surest forwards
ini Leinster. A big figure in the Dublin
de/eat, and scorer of the winning point
in the Lewmnster final, Donie Hanlon,
was quite tndisposed in the Down
games, in which Tommy Cullen
gained in stature.

Although Sean PBrereton worked hard
in all games, his scoring power was low.
f Har Donnelly h-d continued his
s-oring feats from frees and field in the
semi-final replay, Offaly would have
won. The Air Corps player returned
from a Rome holiday at the Olympic
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Games to Croke Park, and had lost his
touch,

From the time he came on as a sub.
against Carlow, the Croghan blacksmith,
Mick Casey, now in the veteran stage,
influenced every game in his team's
favour.

WHY ?

Why did Offaly’s first title come at
last? Some have ascribed success to the
sincere searching and perseverance of
the five-man selection ccmmittee of some
years ago. Others have suggested that
the creation of the Football Board three
years ago brought along the big ball
game.

Undoubtedly, the cumulative effect of
Bord na Scol competitions, juvenile and
minor games in the county, has been
felt. The personality of the Carlow-born
County Board Chairman, Rev. Fr.
Doran, C.C., Daingean, impressed itself
on the team and contributed to 1ts
development, . E iy

Not from the shrines of Ciaran,
Carthage or Colmcille have the wells of
ambition sprung; the glacial Great Esker
that snakes its low sand line over North
Offaly, or the Fianna-haunted Sheve
Blooms on the southern boxder, provided
no inspiration to Offaly’s footballers.

The resurgence has coincided with the
mechanisation of brown boglands, and
the conesquent economic and industrial
expansion that has taken place in the
heart of Ireland, The tranquil midland
are1 has been transformead into a thrivine
industria] region, where columns of
machinery are like the facade of ancient
Greek temples, and imposing drying
towers point at the sky.

Bord na Mona and the E.S.B. give
employment from Derrynagreenagh to
Derrinlough, and our footballers felt the
throb of a new! era dawning,
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You car’t beat

THE BEST
*

But you can eat it if you

get your bread from

LYNAM'S
BAKERY

MOATE

Tel. 21

e




MEDALS, ETC.

FOR

All-lreland Hurling and Football
Championships

National League (Hurling and Football)

“Gaelic Weekly"” Tournament Cup and
Gold Medals

Qireachtas Hurling Competition

Manufactured by . . .

JOHN MILLER

GOLDSMITH, JEWELLER & MEDALIST

17 DUKE STREET, DUBLIN

Phone: 75950

SPECIALISTS

in TRACTOR
TYRE

Commercial and Private
Motor Tyre

REMOULDING
AND REPAIR

Providing the best bead-
to-bead tractor remould
tyre available in lIreland
to-day, giving vyou
greater value for money.

FlT Kilkenny
REMOULDS

(Ireland) Limited

T
T
rrrrrr

Garden Row, William Street, Kilkenny, Phone 383
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Hobbies & Assembly

‘ Kitchenware
|
i Kits

Tools and Garden
Equipment

Paints & Wallpopers
Carpets and Linos
Radioc & Television

Electrical Appliances

DOCKRELL'S

Caps and
Blazers for
; Boys & Girls
Children’s

Wear

 Manufactured by

Davis & Co. (1917) Lid.
Wood Street, Dublin

Telegrams: *“Sivad’, Dublin

Phone: 53530.
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BALLINGARRY Brewers of Quality Ales

COLLIERIES

BREWERS, MALTSTERS

PERRY’S OF
RATHDOWNEY

Phone: Rathdowney 8 and 24

ENQUIRIES NOW INVITED FOR
SUPPLIES OF COAL AND
ANTHRACITE

Dublin Depot:

157 THOMAS STREET
DUBLIN

Phone 55441

CLASHDUFF

Phone: BALLINGARRY (Thurles) 6
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W. J. FARRELL

LNLE.O. CONTRACTOR

ROSTREVOR, CO. DOWN
BUY IRISH NOW

The Central Executive Committee of the Irish National

Phones: Rostrevor 341 and Warrenpoint 2168
*

rmacadam and Tar Sprayin
Teachers’ Organisation appeal to the members of the For all Ta praying

- : : : requirements for Drives, Paths, Play-
Organisation to give their maximum support to the

_ , il % rounds, Churchyards and Farmyards etc.
campaign “Buy Irish Now”, initiated by the Minister g ? y y

All work and enquiries, includi free
for Industry and Commerce, and urges them by talks 9 < ng

: : ) : e estimates, under personal supervision.
to their pupils, to bring the campaign and its importance

in the National Economy to the notice of their parents. *
D. J. KELLEHER, Supplier of Concrete Blocks, Bricks and
General Secretary. Concrete Kerbing, Sand and all gauges of

Quarry Materials.




Munster Survey ||

HE 1960 season was a barren one for Munster teams as far as the winning of All-Ireland
titles was concerned. One by one the southern challengers bit the dust when they came
into opposition with the title-holders of other provinces, until finally Munstermen could

hardly believe that their luck had been so bad.

It was the first time in many years that a championship title of some

sort had not come to the province.

What reference can be drawn
from this failure to uphold the
proud tradition of Munster teams in
the year we have left behind? Is one
to draw the conclusion that the
Southern titleholders were not quite
as good as in former years?

Let us look first at the perform-
ances of the provincial senior title-
holders in the All-Ireland tests. In
hurling, it will be recalled, Tip-
perary crashed badly to Wexford in
the final, after having been rated
odds-on favourites to win, while
Kerry lost to Down after having
survived a great Galway challenge in
the semi-final.

Tipperary’s crushing defeat left
Munstermen wondering whether the
mantle of hurling greatness had
really been surrendered to the
Leinster champions. The dashing.
long-striking Wexfordmen left no
doubt as to their superiority in the
All-Ireland final, but soon after the
big test hurling followers had to re-
adjust their sights as championship
form was contradicted in the
Oireachtas Cup competition.

Cork cruised to a three-goal win
over the Slaneysiders in the famous
unfinished game at New Ross, and
Tipperary came back to slam the
Rebels in the final of the com-
petition. _

These results, and Tipperary’s re-
turn to top form in the St. Brendan
Cup final against New York, left
mast Munster observers convinced
that Tipperary, and not Wexford,
were the outstanding hurling team of
1960.

It was felt that the Premier-county
men had struck an off-day in the
All-Ireland final, and that a rep=at of

their best form against Wexford
would have left them clear-cut
winners.

Down Were Better

There was no such “we wuz
robbed” feeling about the defeat of

Kerry in the football championship.
Even in the Kingdom it is admitted
that Kerry were lucky to go so far,
for Galway beat them on the run of
the play in the semi-final and were
downright unlucky not to have at
least forced a draw. And there could

LI I IS I
By JOHN JOE BROSNAN
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be no denying that Down were the
better team in the last quarter of the
final.

Nothing has happened since to suggest
that the Kingdom footballers deserved a
better fate in the All-Ireland final. It is
felt that the Sam Maguire Cup went
north on merit alone.

In view of the uniformly high stan-
dard of football in the four provinces,
one cannot hold that the failure to annex
top honours is something to get worried
about. After all, Kerry were champions
as late as 1959 and, with the backbone
of that team providing the nucleus of the
present side, it cannot be argued that
Munster is poorly represented in the
nationa] sphere,

How can we explain away the defeat
of all the other Munster challengers for
premier honours? Simply by stating that
the games are thriving so well throughout
the country at large that winning a
national title in any grade is now a matter
of great difficulty. The Munster teams
were not good enough, but neither were
they so much below the average standard
as to give cause for concern,

Biggest Surprise

Perhaps the biggest surprise was the
defeat of the Tipperary minor hurlers by
Kilkenny in the All-Ireland final. The
Tipp minors have for so long made a
formality of winning the premier title

57

that their defeat was generally regarded
as a breath of fresh air for this com-
petition. Outside of Tipperary itself,
nobody in Munster begrudged the boys
in black-and-amber their success,

There was a different feeling about the
Cork minor team’s attempt to annex the
football crown. Dogged by ill-luck in the
Munster championship down the vyears
—they have suffered several one-point
defeats at the hands of Kerry—the Cork
boys had all Munster behind them in their
bid for the first minor fcotball title ever
to be won by a Leeside fifteen. There
was, then, keen disappointment when the
team failed to Galway in the All-Ireland
final

‘Kerry came within a point of Dublin,
the ultimate winners, in the junior foot-
ball championship, but Cork were well
beaten by Carlow in the All-Ireland
junior hurling final.

Much To Be Desired

The 1960 Munster championships
themselves left a lot to be desired. In
senior hurling, the Munster final between
Cork and Tipperary was the only game
that lived up to expectations, while foot-
ball followers were cheated right along
the line,

Waterford’s sensational victory over
Cork in the semi-final robbed the foot-
ball championship of the only game that
T ght have come up to scratch—a clash
tetween Cork and Kerry in the final. It
was generally felt after Waterford’s
surpris¢ win at Lismore that they had
little chance of standing up to Kerry in
the final, and this predilection proved
only too true.

In the light of subsequent events, it
must be regarded as doubtful whether
Cork would have done much better
against the reigning All-Ireland cham-
pions. The opening games of the 1960-
61 National League showed only too
plainly that they have slipped a lot in
recent times, leaving Kerry now the un-
challenged masters of the Munster foot-
bal] scene,

(Continued on next page)
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MUNSTER SURVEY - from previous page

This is the big cause for concern in
Munster Gaeldom at the moment. A
competition dominated by one team does
‘nobody good—Ileast of all the team which
overshadows all its rivals—and, gloomy
as the prospect is, it would appear that
in the immediate future Kerry are going
to have an untroubled reign as football
kingpins of the south,

Second-Rate Games

It is to be hoped that the Munster
hurling championship does not for a long
time throw up such a succession of
second-rate games as that of 1960. The
Tipperary-Limerick game at Cork was
little short of a fiasco, and the Cork-
Clare semi-final at Thurles was an un-
inspiring affair in which Cork scrambled
to an unimpressive win after having been
led for most of the hour.

We all looked to the Tipperary-
Waterford clash at Limerick to compen-
sate for these disappointments, but what
happened? On a sodden pitch and in
blinding rain, Tipperary played ducks
and drakes with the reigning All-Ireland
champions, exacting sweet revenge for
their humiliation at the hands of the
same opponents ten months previously.

Then there was only the Munster final
left, and everything pointed to an easy
Tipp victory. Their return to top form

was in direct contrast to the stumbling
victory of the Cork side over Clare, and
few neutral observers gave Cork a
chance,

Happily, that game at Thurles made
amends for much that had gone before.
Cork disputed the issue in the old Rebel
County tradition and the Tipperary men
had to fight tooth and nail to win the title
by a narrow margin.

Subsequent to their championship de-
feat, Waterford showed that their poor
display at Limerick was too bad to be a
true indication of their worth, and at
season’s end it was crystal clear that
Munster, "the premier hurling province,
could boast three teams who could com-
pete in ‘any company.

County Championships

Some of the most exciting games in
the province during the year were pro-
vided by the county championships.
There were a number of surprises, and
teams which had not figured in the
winning list for many years came to the
fore in several cases,

Limerick brought forth new hurling
champions in Kilmallock, who beat
Claughaun in the county final. Also
winning their first-ever county title were
Thurles Crokes football team, who beat
Clonmel Commercials in the Tipp final.

It was a coincidence that the Crokes, who
included a number of Thurles Sarsfields
hurling stars, should win their first crown
the year that “Sars”—champions for the
past five years—surrendered their hurl-
ing title to Toomevara, who were record-
ing their first victory in 29 years.

The Cork senior football title went to
U.C.C. after a lapse of thirty-two years,
but the hurling crown remained with
Glen Rovers, whose eighteenth victory it
was in this competition. U.C.C. were the
runners-up in the hurling,

In Clare, Ruan retained their senior
hurling title for the third year running,
while Kilrush beat Cooraclare in the
football championship final,

Mount Sion won the Waterford senior
hurling championship, and Ballyduft
hested Lixnaw in the same competition
in Kerry, thus winning their fifth title.

Western Gaels triumphed over Treaty
Sarsfields in the Limerick football final,
wresting back the title they had last held
in 1953.

Those storied championship battlers,
Kilrossanty, won yet another Waterford
senior football final when they beat their
great rivals, Brickey Rangers, in a hard-
fought encounter while, in Kerry, John
Mitchels (holders) and West Kerry must
meet a second time to decide who will
be football champions of the Kingdom
for 1960.
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Telegrams: * McKeogh, Balline, Kiltaloe ”

JAMES McKEOGH

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL MERCHANT

Telephone: Killaloe 9

GROCERY, WINE, SPIRIT AND PROVISION STORES
MODEL STEAM BAKERIES AND HIGH-CLASS CONFECTIONER

Cakes and Bracks
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Camogie Made Significant

SAMOGIE

CONTINUED TO MAKE SLOW BUT STEADY

PROGRESS THROUGH 1960 AND, IF THE STRENGTH OF
THE ORGANISATION IS STILL, IN MANY COUNTIES, FAR
BELOW WHAT WE WOULD ALL WISH IT TO BE, YET THERE
ARE MANY SIGNS OF HOPE FOR THE FUTURE, AND MANY

SIGNIFICANT ADVANCES WERE MADE.

One of the most important of
these was the decision taken at Con-
gress to try and set up official
Colleges’ championships in each pro-
vince. Such a championship has been
successfully run for some years past

in Ulster, and now Leinster has
followed suit.
Dublin already had a thriving

College League and championship, so
that while many Dublin Schools
were naturally to the fore in this

sacs Do
AGNES HOURIGAN
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new departure, it was the response
from the Provincial Schools that was
the most encouraging when the first
steps were_taken to set up a Leinster
Colleges’ Camogie Council.

Of this body, Miss P. Fingleton
of the Convent of Mercy, Callan,
County Kilkenny, was elected first
Chairman, while it was gratifying to
see two famous players, Miss Annette
Corrigan and Miss Annie Donnelly,
elected as Secretary and Treasurer
respectively, Both ladies have won all
the honours of the game with
U.C.D., Dublin and Leinster.

At the time of writing, the Lein-
ster Colleges’” championship has
reached the final stage with two
Dublin schools, Holy Faith, Glas-
nevin, and Holy Faith, Clontarf,
remaining to battle for the honour of
becoming the first winners of the
competition. They beat two country
schools, Convent of Mercy, Callan,
and Convent of Mercy, Athboy,
respectively, in the semi-finals.

The Ulster competition was run
off earlier in the year and resulted
in senior victory for St. Dominics,
Belfast, and the junior title went to
Coleraine. In Dublin, Holy Faith
Convent, Glasnevin won the senior
Colleges” League, while Holy Faith,

Clontarf, won the senior champion-
ship.

Cork Colleges beat Dublin Col-
leges in their annual challenge game,
the Southern girls staging a remark-
able recovery after a poor start.

INTER-COUNTY GAME

The senior inter-county champion-
ships got off to a good start. An-
trim, hard pressed in the previous
year by Derry, now had a very ready
win in Ulster, but there was some-
thing of a surprise in the South
where Cork had a good win over
title-holders Waterford. Tipperary
had a runaway win over Limerick
(Clare had been beaten by Water-
ford in the first round), and then
went on to regain the provincial
title with a good win over Cork.

In the West, Galway regained the
title by defeating Mayo after a good
game,

But Leinster was the busiest pro-

Presentation of the
Smyco Trophy for the
Leinster Funior Camogie
Miss

chairman

championship by
O'Kelly,
of the Leinster Council,
to Babe O’Loughlin of
Kilkenny, winners of the
cup, at the Gaelic Sporis
Shop, Dublin. Included

in photo are, from left to

Iney

right; Doreen Brennan,
captain of Dublin, Miss
O'Kelly, Babe O’Lough-

lin and Kathleen Cor-

coran, captain of Galway.

Advances

vince of the lot. For the first time,
all twelve counties affiliated but
neither Meath nor Wicklow partici-
pated in the championships. This
year, all the competing counties,
except Dublin, participated in the
junior competition, the winners of
which advanced to meet Dublin in
the final.

Here, Kilkenny proved the surprise
team, beating Offaly, fancied Wex-
ford and Laois in turn, to take the
title after sorse great games. The
Kilkenny girls then faced Dublin in
the senior final, but, after putting up
a great battle in the opening half,
fell away after the interval and were
well beaten at the end. But the value
of this Leinster junior competition
was very obvious when the inter-
provincial series came round later on.

Antrim travelled to London in the
first game of the All-Ireland serigs
and enhanced their reputation with a
good win over the exiles who had
given Waterford such a fright at
Dungarvan last season,

(Continued on page 62)
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GAELIC
SPORTS
QUIZ

ANSWERS

Questions on Page 21)
(1) Tipperary. He was a
native of Nenagh.

(2) F. B. Dineen, a native
of Ballylanders, who was first
the Association's official handi-
capper, then President and
then Secretary,

(3) The G.AA. Athletic
championships of 1892, held
there on September 10, three
weeks after the ground was
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I opened.

| (4) September, 1927. The
teams were Cork and Dublin

l and the commentator was P.

l D. Mehigan (“Carbery™).

I (5) Doubly false. The games
in which they played Kildare

. were in the “home” Final, and
the Final against London Irish

‘ was not played until late in
1905.

. (6) Yes. In 1895 Cavan

. played Louth in the first round

. and were beaten.
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(7) The Munster Final was
not played until after the All-
Ireland due to an epidemic of
foot and mouth disease. In the
Munster Final Tipperary beat
Cork,

(8) True. Then a pupil at
Good Counsel College, New
Ross, he played on the Leinster
team that won the Colleges All-
Ireland hurling championship
of 1940. |

(9) Phil Casey, who built
Casey’s famous ball-court in
Brooklyn, New York.

(10) Nobody. Both Kilkenny
and Dublin were disqualified
for being late on the field.
(11) Jack Lynch of Cork,
now Ministe: for Industry and
Commerce. He won Hurling
medals in 1941, '42, '43, '44, a
football medal in ’45 and an-
other hurling medal in '46.

(12) Mick Higgins (Cavan)
and Jim Crowley (Dublin).
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THIS ATTITUDE MUST CHANGE —from page 23

There may be other measures, such as
motions to Congress and County Con-
venticns, and Referee’s Committees, which
might help, Payment of referees might,
or might not, be a good move, Of one
thing only am I sure. A change is needed
in most members’ attitudes on this
question, and the sooner it comes, the
better,

Having got so much off my chest, I
would like to make it clear that I am
blaming no one in particular for any in-
cidents that have occurred, Most “over
robust” players have learned the game

from somebody else, and may have
learned "~ it the hard way, by bitter
experience,

MNeither am I lumping all players and
all games in the same boat. In proportion
ty the total number of games played
yearly, the number of incidents is small.
Yet, I believe they are far too prevalent
for this day and age.

A playing field is a place for dis-
ciplined men, and a game is the ideal test
of self-restraint and the ability to give
and take hard knocks without a murmur.
Anyone who cannot do this, or who
possesses a very nasty temper, should
nct be an active participant.

FOR MY OWN PART, I WOQULD NOT
REST UNTIL WE HAD HEARD THE VERY

LAST OF ALL INCIDENTS. WERE THE
RULE QUOTED EARLIER STRICTLY EN-
FORCED, I BELIEVE WE WOULD SOON
SEE AN END T0O THEM AND THE GOOD
NAME AND REPUTATION OF THE ASS(-
(TATION WOULD BE ENHANCED A
HUNDRED FOLD, IN THAT WAY, WE
Wil BE ABLE T¢ TAEKE OUR PLACE
WITHOUT QUALM IN THE TELEVISION
AGE.

MOONEY’S
FAMOUS BARS

¥ :

5UFPERB LIQUORS f
’ GOOD FOOD ;:
Always a friendly E
atmosphere s

3

DUBLIN 3

Tuning,
Electric

Irish Manager ;

H. IRESON, AI1.5.0.B.,, MIMILT.
143a, MEADOW PARK,
CHURCHTOWN,

CO. DUBLIN

Telephone 982176

Telegrams

HENRY WILLIS & SONS, LTD.
ORGAN BUILDERS

Governing Director: HENRY WILLIS

(Established 1845)
“ALL that IS Best in Organ Luilding”

Servicing:
Blowers:
New, Organs.

IRISH BRANCH

Repairs.
Rebuilds.

Workskops &

56 DAWSON STREET,
DUBLIN.,

= 74887
Telephone: 78679
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For a permanent supply of

'COOL GLEAR WATER’

Contact

BARHAM BROTHERS

ARTESIAN WELL ENGINEERS o BORING CONTRACTORS

Wells bored from 6" to 20""—for farm supplies,
creameries, industry, etc., and tested up

to 15,000 g.p.h.
PUMPS SUPPLIED AND ERECTED

BELTURBET . - =« CO. CAVAN
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CAMOGIE MADE SIGNIFICANT ADVANCES

Y T T S S N

CAMOGIE
DETAILS

CENTRAL COUNCIL

President: Mrs. Redmond (Dublin)
Secretary: Miss S. McAnulty
(Dotwn).

Treasurer: Miss L. Spence (An-
trim).
Organiser .
Trustees:
O’'Kelly.
Members: Miss 1. ni Ceallaigh,
[Jna Bean ui Puirseal (Leinster);
Miss K. Griffin, Miss L.
O’Grady Munster); Mrs.
Heneghan, Mrs. Dalv (Con-
nacht); Miss M. Smith, Mrs.

N. Murray (Ulster).

Sean O'Duffy.
Sean O'Duffy, Miss 1.

ROLL OF 1960
CHAMPIONS

Leinster: Semior, Dublin; Funior,
Kilkenny.

Munster: Tipperary.

Connacht: Galway.

Ulster: Antrim.

Inter-Provincial (Gael-Linn Cup):
Leinster,

All-Ireland: Dublin.

Ashbourne Cup: U.C.D.

Inter-Provincial Champions: Lein-
ster: L. Tobin (Kilkenny), B.
Hughes (Dublin), T. Nolan
(Carlow), D. Brennan (Dubln),
capt., S. Lennon (Louth), C.
W hitty (Laots), A. Hussey (Dub-
lin), M. Kehoe (Wexford), G.
Callinan (Laois), C. Hanrahan
(Kilkenny), A. Donnelly (Dub-
lin), U. O'Connor (Dublin).

ALL-IRELAND FINAL

Croke Park, November 13.
Dublin, 6-2; Galway, 2-0

DUBLIN: E. Leech, B. Hughes,
N. Murney, D. Brennan (Capt.),
A. Nulty, C. Nolan, A. Hussey,
K. Mills, 7. Kinsella, K. Rvyder,
A. Donnelly, U. O'Connor.

GALWAY: E. Naughton, P. Col-
clough, E. Niland, V. Heneghan,
S. Tonry, C. Conway, K. Hig-
gins, K. Corcoran (Capt.), F.
Fox, K. Clancy, K. Flaherty,
E. Walsh. Sub—K. Quinn.

(Continued from page 59)

And then the surprises began.
Dublin played Tipperary at Parnell
Park, Dublin, in the first semi-final,
and the All-Ireland champions found
themselves outplayed in the first
half, and were deservedly behind at
half-time. Tipperary continued to do
well through a hard-fought second
half and level scoring at the end of
the game was a deserved verdict.

Extra time was then played, and
Dublin just snatched the verdict after
a further twenty exciting minutes,

Galway travelled to Belfast to en-

gage Antrim in the second semi-final,
and were not expected to trouble a
youthful Northern side. But the
Connacht champions sprang the sur-
prise of the decade by snatching a
great victory and thus qualified to
meet Dublin in the final for the first
time.
...It had been hoped to play off this
final before the end of August, but,
owing to bad weather and draws in
the G.A.A. championship, Croke
Park was not available until Novem-
ber 13, so that, for once the Inter-
provincial championships were
played off before the All-Ireland.

GAEL-LINN CUP

And these battles for the Gael-
Linn Cup evoked more interest than
ever before. Munster fielded a very
strong side at Cahir to beat Connacht
in a hard-fought semi-final in which
the Western forwards failed to take
their chances, while a widely-based
Leinster selection had a runaway win
over a disappointing Ulster side at
Parnell Park.

Munster won the-toss for choice of
venue for the final, and again the
venue was Cahir where the home side
were fully confident of breaking Lein-
ster’'s monopoly in this competition.

And what a great this was.
There was little or nothing between
the provinces all the way, but, as
time approached, Munster, holding
a slender lead, looked to have their
title won. But a brilliant move from
the Leinster forwards in a break-
away brought what proved to be the
winning goal and left the Gael-Linn
Cup in the Eastern province for the
fifth successive year.

THE ALL-IRELAND FINAL

It was a pity that the camogie
final was played so late in the year,
for the dull November afternoon
sadly cut down the crowd and the
heavy sod was all against a spec-
tacular display.

Neverthless, Dublin and Galway
showed between them how much the
all-round standard of the game has
improved, for, while this was, from
goal to goal, a solid and well-drilled
Dublin side, Galway matched them
in style and stickwork in many
positions, However, the craft, com-
bination and team-work of the city
girls was more than the Connacht
champions could match, and Dub-
lin’s flying start took much of the
interest out of what was otherwise a
grand game.

Kathleen Mills, who met a very
worthy opponent in Chris Conway,
Doreen Brennan, an inspiring cap-
tain, Gerry Hughes, Alice Hussey,
Colette Nolan, Kay Ryder and Una
(’Connor were, perhaps, oftenest in
the limelight, but the whole Dublin
team played brilliantly. For Galway,
Eileen Naughton, P. Colclough,
Sheila Tonry, and Francis Fox were
outstanding.

Miss Ethna Newille of Kilfinny,
County Limerick, herself an All-
Ireland camogie player, and member
of a famed hurling family, was an
extremely competent referee,
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DEALERS IN SALMON AND POULTRY
* k *

JOHN MURPHY

(M. Murphy)

* * *
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IP-TOP YEAR IN ATHLETIGS

ANOTHER glorious year in the colourful history of the National Athletic and Cycling Associa-
tion of Ireland is drawing to a close and those who guide the destinies of the organisation can
look back with pride on the position which it commands in the country.

Another Olympic Games passed
into history during 1960, another
Olympic Games to which the mem-
bers of the N.A.C.A. were denied
entry as they are not prepared to
accept the ruling of the International
Federation in relation to their posi-
tion at home,

However, while minor snags did show
their teeth during the current year, the
overall picture is one of progress and
well-being, with the numerical strength
of the Association’s membership growing
yearly and new clubs being formed
throughout the country,

Despite all that, the members, from
Council level down, must keep on
striving for their goal—to have County

H

By PADDY HOARE

Boards established in all counties in the
country.

From the athletic point of view it was
q tip-top year, and now, as I sit down to
review it, many happy memories of great
races and great performances come
flooding back to my mind.

Where to start is the problem. Where
would you?

Well, for me, one of the greatest
thrills was when that great and gallant
Galway athlete, Willie Morris, entered the
the Iveagh Grounds on Sunday, July 24,
shead of all opposition to win the
Nationa] marathon championship.

I have seen Willie win many All-
Ireland titles, When I saw him in 1959
win the All-Ireland senior cross-country
championship over a  bone-shaking
course at Dunleer, as he pounded his
younger rivals into the muddy terrain, I
said, “surely this will be the end for this
39-years-old forestry worker.”

But the stout-hearted Derrydonneli
runner had other ideas. On the opening
day of the All-Ireland championships I
met him at Iveagh Grounds. “What do
you think of your chances in the
marathon?” 1 asked. “I’ll be trying”,
came the modest reply, Then, up spoke
another well-known Association athlete

of a few years ago, Brian Bell, who Owver the roads of Dublin, Morris lived
commented, “Willie has a great chance”. up to Brian's expectations and did a
How right he was, , (Continued on page 68)
l__ -
you can
afford _
the luxury

of

Tintown

IRISH CARPETING

For fashionable low cost carpeting
that lasts and lasts, Tintawn is unsur-
passed. It looks so well in every
room. Warm, cosy, charming Tintawn,
with its beautiful colours and Le
Brocquy designs gives your home that
bright, fresh comfortable feeling.

For that little extra luxury why not
consider the new rubber-backed
Tintawn—it’s our latest development.
The rubber backing adds weight to
the carpet, is non-slip and gives soft,
extra depth to your tread.

Ask to see our new range of delightful
Scatter rugs in charming stripe and
tile patterns created by designer
Margaret Leischner, F.S.LA.

Write or call to Tintawn Showrooms
13 /14 South King St.,, Dublin for
coloyr brochure.
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IHISH Cumann Luith-Chleas Gael
WORSTED MILLS| | comnsrmre uraon

LIMITED ¢ X
MANUFACTURERS OF ULSTER COUNCIL G.AA.
NOVELTY DRESS, COSTUME, AND %  SF. CHAMPIONSHIP FIXTURES—1961
MANTLING FABRICS, RAINCOATINGS,
FLANNELS, WORSTED SERGES, FANCY % MAY 28—Donegal v. Derry, Ballybofey, T.
WORSTED SUITINGS. g | Mool
° X JUNE 4—Armagh v. Cavan, Lurgan, J. Dowling;
2  Monaghan v. Antrim, Castleblaney, M. McArdle.
OBTAINABLE FROM % JUNE 11—Down v. Fermanagh, Newry or Irvines-

ALL LEADING WHOLESALE #  town, D. McArevey; Tyrone v. Donegal or
WOOLLEN MERCHANTS AND 7 Derry. If Tyrone v. Donegal, Dungannon, L.
Maguire; if Tyrone v. Derry, Ballinascreen, M.

CLOTHING MANUFACTURERS ¢ McArdle.

2 f:: Semi-final “A”—June 25—Armagh or Cavan v.

J Y Monaghan or Antrim. Semi-final “B”—July 2— ¥
PORTLAOISE

Down or Fermanagh v. Donegal or Derry or ¥

————
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AN IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFT

An
Leabhar Aifrinn

A NEW and REVISED EDITION

The Roman Missal in Latin and Irish.

For every day in the year. This edition

contains the new Holy Week cere-
monies and all the new Masses.

e
{ revives
Morocco (Gilt Edges) aEmiGe s you!

Segrainal (Gilt Edges) g i A
Postage 1/- extra,

% Buy INDIAN tea, and always
% buy the better blends—it’s
: cheaper in the long run

e

FOI LSEACHA' N RIALTAIS Issued by the Tea Council of Ireland, Lid.
G.P.O. Arcade, Dublin

or through all booksellers
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The North began . . . I

God bless our Northern men . . .

|
The North fought on . . . r
i

Ulster's Year of Glory

THE last Sunday of September, 1960, revived for me memories of a certain day, years before
expenenced fhe thrill of being present for the first time in our great National stadium, Croke
Park, and seeing a team from one’s Province tcke home the coveted Sam Maguire Cup.

| was still at school when myv father
allowed me to wait up until after mid-
night on that dav, now in the gathering
years, which seems so far away. It was
the day that the men of Breffni made
history in beinging homz thewr First
All-lreland football title.

It was a time when the Radio had
not become such a common medium, as
it is now, for bringing an up-to-the-
minute account of how the teams were
faring. If that particular match was
broadcast, we had not reached the stage
at home of having a crystal set.

But, the arrival of the All-Ireland
train after midnight brought with it an
excited brother, Joe, and, as. we warmed
our toes around the fire, he enthralled us
with every kick of that game. How proud
we were of Cavan that night!

The years sped on, and the name of
Breffni loomed large for long on the
Gaelic horizon. They were the only team
to go back again and again to Croke
Park, and, if they did not always bring
home the bacon, they always seemed to
satisfy us that they had worthily upheld
the honour of the Province,

Times, and teams, have changed since
that in Ulster. New champions arose after
a long and hard struggle, First iy was
Antrim; then, Armagh, and, in recent
years, Tyrone and Derry, to be followed
by the darlings of them all, the gallant
men of Down, led by Kevin Mussen.

For me, for all Ulster, as well as for
the greater part of the country, Down’s
victory in the All-Ireland final this year
provided one of the greatest thrills of a
lifetims. New champions are always
popular, and old ones respected, but this
was an unforgettable day in famed Croke
Park, which seemed to turn almost com-
pletely black and red in colour when the
full-time whistle went to herald the most
history-making event in the annals of
(Gaeldom.

*

- by
HUGH DALY

Tt was an unforgettable thrill, not be-
cause it brought the fall of the Green and
Gold of the Kingdom of Kerry, but be-
cause of the inherent yearning in most
people’s hearts over the past few years
to see Gaeldom's greatest football prize
cross for the first time, the foreign-
imppsed imaginary line, commonly re-
ferred to as the Border.

Pat

Rice (4) and Leo Murphy in the St.
Brendan Cup Final.

Yohnny Creedon (14) beats
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Down it was who had that great
honour; Down it was who richly deserved
it, for there was nothing slipshod in the
manner in which the Kingdom fell. It was
to the super-charged play of a side that
has carved for itself, and for the Kingdom
of Mourne, a special niche among the
“greats” of all time, since that day many
years ago Kerry and Kildare, at their
third meeting, set Gaelic standards on a

new high pinnacle that only the best can
attain,

ROSE THE HARD WAY

To me, Down’s victory in this year’s
All-Ireland was a triumph brought about
by hard and persistent endeavour, and by
the most methodical training schedule
ever put into effect fn the Province. Down
rose the hard way, After year's of frustra-
tion, they have now won every honour
im the game. The grand treble of the
National League, Champicnship, and St.
Brendan Cup. They have filled the cup
of glory to the brim, and, in doing it,
have they not given those of us heart
who have yet to se= ou- counties earn
even one of these coveted prizes?

And when we come to analyse Down's
merited successes of 1960, have they not
been a natural sequence to the develop-
ment of our games in Ulster? This year,
our footballers bore that cut in recaining
the Railway Cup, Gradually, over the
past decade or so, county after county has
arisen in sequence to the top ranks, Fer-
managh, struggling for long, made history
last year in bringing home their first
junior All-Ireland crown, and now they
are once again in senior ranks to chal-
lenge the best with ever-improving
standard.

Down would seem to have a bright
reign in store, but who can say with any
degree of accuracy, who may be Ulster
champions for 19612

(Continued overleaf)
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Yes, the Association has for long been
flourishing in Ulster, due in no small
measure to the most progressive of our
Provincial] Councils, and a secretary,
iﬂen? Arthurs, of whom the Association
may wel] feel proud. Efficient and ener-
getic men control the destinies of the re-
spective county boards; our Colleges’
Council has organised to the limit, or al-
most; and schools and juvenile or minor
boards have long-since been functioning
in all nine counties, some of which have
as many as nine well-equipped vested
county or club grounds.

This year new ground was broken in
the organisation of a minor football
league, won recently by Tyrone. Four
counties competed, Next year, all nine
will be taking part.

For long, all the business at our Pro-
vincial Council meetings has been con-
ducted in the native tongue, and a very
successful course in Irish has been an
annua] feature at Rosguill Gaelic
college, in my native Tir Conaill, under
the aegis of the Council for future as
wel] as present-day administrators.

We have yet much work to do before
the McCarthy Cup follows the Sam
Maguire to any part of the Province, but
we are steadily gaining ground in the
hurling drive. Antrim lead the way in this,
followed closely by Down and Donegal.
Within the next decade, our day, we
hope, will come. If it does not, it will

 not be for lack of striving.

AROUND THE COUNTIES
DONEGAL: An all-time record
of 69 clubs affiliated. Much
progress made in the hurling
failed to pull the record crowds
which atterded football cham-
pionship and league games

throughout the county.
The senior county team gave a bright

performance against Down at Newry in
the Dr. McKenna Cup, but failed
dismally to Cavan in the championship
at Breffni Park. Prestige, to some extent
has been regained in the National League.

Plenty of young talent is coming up,
but large scale emigration has been prov-
ing a bugbear, not alone in the rural
areas, but also in the towns.

Senior football championship won by
St. Eunan’s; junior by Bundoran; minor
by Gweedore, and juvenile by MacCum-
haill’s. Senior football league won by
Kilcar; junior league by Clougha-
neely. Minor hurling championship won
by MacCumhaill’s; juvenile by Car-
donagh. Junior final to be played before
Christmas, Qutstanding Player: county
cul baire, Seamus Hoare, Letterkenny,
reckoned as Ulster’s best hurler,

ULSTER'S YEAR
OF GLORY

(Continued from page 65)

ARMAGH: Armagh, the team
that might have won the senior
championship this year, have
already made their impact in
the National League, and can
be regarded as one of the
‘danger sides of 1961.

Lurgan Clan Eireann and Cross-
maglen Rangers must meet again to
decide the county senior football final,
they drew 3-5 to 1-11 in their firsy en-
counter, The minor competition 18
progressing, and the leagues are also
incomplete. The South Armagh club,
Mullaghbawn, beat Derrynoose, in an ex-
cellent final,

The outstanding club was Carrick-
croppin, led by county centre-half back,
Danny Kelly. They won six G.AA.
weeks in Co’s Armagh and Down, and are
in the final of the Armagh Gold
Watches tournament. They were unfor-
tunate, due to injuries, to be beaten in the
semi-final of the junior championship.

The county’s outstanding player of the
year is county midfielder, Johnny
Mi-Geary, who for club or county, never
missed a game, and always plays his heart
cut. A close second would be Ranger’s
Gene Larkin, and Clann na Gael's Harry
Hoy.

MONAGHAN : Monaghan put

up a fine display against Down

at Dungannon in the senior
football championship. The
most outstanding player on
that occasion, and indeed dur-
ing the year, has been cul
baire, Johnny McKenna from

Killanny Geraldines. He gave

a masterly display against

Down, and catches the eye on

every occasion. Other promi-

nent players were Benny Moen,

Seamus McElroy and Frank

McQuaid.

The senior football championship, the
second semi-final of which was played on
4th September, was held up by an ob-
jection by Monaghan Harps against
Castleblaney Faughs, a counter-objection
by the latter club, two appeals to the
Ulster Council, and the final chapter—
two appeals by the Monaghan County
Board against the decisions of the
Ulster Council, which have had the effect
of leaving the final in abeyance.

The finalists are Scotstown and Castle-
blayney. The competition itself took a
remarkable turn, as all the fancied teams,
Clontibret, Inniskeen, Donaghmoyne and
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Ballybay were knocked out in the first
and second rounds. Without doubt, the
surprise teem of the competition was
Scotstown, who recorded victories over
Donaghmoyne and Clontibret,

Castleblayney Faughs, once the king-
pins of Monaghan football, after many
years in the doldrums, came bang into
the picture this year with a team back-
honed by a number of minor inter-county
players.

Inniskeen officially opened their
grounds—Grattan Park—during 1960, It
is a fitting reward for years of hard work
and endeavour on the part of this ener-
getic South Monaghan country club, The
principal architect in this venture was
Paddy O'Rourke, club secretary, and also
secretary of the grounds committee,

TYRONE: On the inter-county

fields, the only success
achieved by Tyrone was in
winning the special minor-

four-county league, an excel-
lent competition. Prominent
minors who should be heard of
in the senior ranks at a later

date are—Charlie O'Hagan
(capt.); Harry Strain, Patsy
Forbes, Tom McKeagney,

Malachy O’Neill (brother of
Jody), and Declan O’Neill.
The winning of the Dr. McLarnon
cup by St. Patrick’s Academy was another
notable achievement in Tyrone G.A.A.
circles this year, The coming of Rev. D.
Faul (ex-Louth minor) to the Academy
saw a great revival of interest in football
and hurling. The Academy team! supplied
three members of the county minor te=m.
Championship winners for 1960 are:
senior foothall: Clonoe O’Rahilly’s;
Runners-up, Dcnaghmore St. Patrick’s.
Junior champ., Benburb Eoghan Ruadh
(who took their first title); Runners-up:
Strabane St. Colman’s. Minor champ.,
Ardboe O’D. Rossa’s and Fintona
Pearses have played two drawn games in
the final. Juvenile champ., Coalisland
Fianna and Dromore St. Dympna’s
played in the final on Nov, 6th. Feis
Shield: Dungannzn Clarke’s; Runners-up
Moy Tir na nOg, Fr. Campbel] Trophy
(S.F.), South East Section (Dungannon,
Moy, Donaghmore, Galbally); Runners-
up: Mid-West Section (Pomeroy,
Carrickmore, Beragh, Ballygawley).

FERMANAGH: Flushed from
its All-lreland success of
1959, the county team re-
entered senior ranks for the
first time in many years. |t
promised much, but failed
against- Cavan in the pro-
vincial quarter-final, '



ULSTER’S YEAR OF GLORY

Feature of foothall in Fermanagh this
year has been the even standard of the
senior teams. Newtownbutler and Derry-
gonnelly are probably the strongest, but
there is a great likelihood that the senior
football championship will be won by the
combined strength of two junior teams,
Devenish and Mulleek, who have already
reached the final. This is the first year
that junior clubs have been able to com-
pete in the senior football championship.

In junmior ranks DBrookeboro' and
Knocks are tops in the East; Mulleek and
Belcoo in the West,

Newtownbutler’'s domination in minor
football was ended at last by the
Derrvlin-Kinawley selection afier a great
struggle, but the best performance of any
Fermanagh team this year was Newtown-
butler’s easy success in the un-official
minor team championship of Ulster, run
off in Armagh during the Summer.

Mickey Brewster, Enniskillen Gaels and
Queen’s, the county midfielder, was the
outstanding player. Promising vyoung
players coming along are Eamonn Court-
ney, Lisnaskea; Patsy McKenna, New-
townbutler; Ray Dundas, Derrygonnelly,
and Frank McManus, Kilawley. Biggest
loss this vear was the emigration of the

county’s best minor, Noel McClurg,
Enniskillen, to England.
Five 1959 competitions were com-

pleted this vear. 5.F.C., Newtownbutler;
runners-up, Roslea (holders for 4 vears).
S.F.L., Derrygonnelly Runners-up,
Aghadrumsee. J.F.C., Teemore; runners
up, Lack. J.F.L., Kinawley; runners-up,
Belcoo. MF.C. (1960): Kinawley-
Derrylin; runners-up, Newtownbutler.
M.FL. (1960): Newtownbutler; runners
up, Enniskillen Gaels. Schoolboys (1959)
Lisnaskea; runners-up, Derrygonnelly.

CAVAN: Twice this vyear,
Cavan bowed to the eveniual
champions, Down, in the
National Football League final
in Spring, and in the Ulster
final in July. Some of the 1960
competitions have yet to be
completed. Bailieborough and
Ballinagh have reached the
senior final, and Cootehill
beat Cross in the junior final
on November 6th. Lacken and
Bailieborouagh are in the minor
final. The leagues, senior and
junior, are in the last stages
of competition,

The schools competitions were finished
in good time, and the results were as
follows: De La Salle, Cavan, beat
Bailieborough in the Urban Competition,
and Castletara beat Templeport in the
rural competition. In the under-16
championship, Kingscourt beat Crosser-
lough, A new trophy—the John Joe
O'Reilly cup—was presented by the
County Committee (o perpetuate the
memory of this great player, The trophies
for the urban and rural competitions also
carry cups known as the Duke Cup.
There is one for each competition.

There are some very promising minors
—Jimmy Stafford, nephew of John Joe
Stafford; Raymond Carolan, Cross, and
Tony and Brian Merris, Loch Gamhna.
Tony is now a playing member of the
senior county team and is likely to hold
his place. Con Smith, Gae] an
Chabhain, is another worthy of mention,
He played a great game in the Ulster
fina] on Kevin Mussen.

Handball is going strong in the county
which won many Ulster championships
this year. A new alley has been com-
pleted in Cavan Town. The official open-
ing will take place in 1961. A Hurling
Committee has been set up to revive the
game in the county and it is hoped to get
it going in the schools next year,

DERRY: On the inter-county
front Derry’s only success was
in the Dr. McKenna Cup when

they beat Cavan in the final ir.

late August. In the Ulster
championships, the seniors
lost to the Breffni men in the
semi-finals, folding up inex-
plicably in the second half
after a great start. The minors
lost narrowly to Down at the
same stage, while the juniors
failed to Antrim in the pro-
vincial final. In the Spring, the
senior footballers were beaten
in the Dr. Lagan Cup Final by
Down.

At club level it was a most successful
South Derry—all county
championships going to that area.
Bellaghy Wolfe Tones are senior football
champions for the third wyear running.
They also won the Sean Larkin Cup and
are senior league leaders, while their
schoolboys won the county title in that
grade. By winning the junior football
championship, Magherafelt O’Donovan
Rossas created a new record "by becoming
the first club in Derry to have won county
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vear for

titles in all grades of football, senior,
junior, minor and schoolboy. Ballina-
screen won the minor football champion-
snip. -

History was made on November 6th
when an Irish Army football team visited
Derry for the first time and engaged the
county seniors in a benefit game at

Magherafelt,

DOWN: Overshadowing all
else in Down was the trium-
phant progress of the county
senior footballers. The Sam
Maguire Cup, National League
National League, St. Brendan
Cup, Ulster Championship, Dr.
Lagan Cup, Wembly Tourna-
ment and Railway Cup all
found a resting-place 'neath
the shadow of the Mournes. In
addition, the minor footballers
and junior hurlers won pro-

vincial titles, and the three
main trophies in Ulster
Colleges football went to

Newry, St. Colman’s College

winning the MacRory Cup

(S.F.) and Ranarast Cup (J.F.),

and Abbey C.B.S. capturing

Corn ra n-Og. A formidable

record indeed for any one

county.

Newry Mitchels won the county senior
football championship but it was indeed
a pity that the league; had to be
abandoned late in the year owing to the
competitions having lagged due to the
county senior footballer's many
engagements,

In a effort to foster hurling, the game
was introduced into the Intermediate
Schools for the first time, Three Down
senior clubs received permission to play
in the Antrim Senior League so that they
might get sufficient competition,

ANTRIM: Antnim’s only success In
the inter-county sphere was gained by
the junior footballers, who captured
the Ulster title. The senior footballers
had a lean vear and, towards the end,
the selectors adopted a “youth policy”
in the Lagan Cup in an effort to build
for the future. All Ulster awaits the
outcome with interest, for an Antrim
resurgence 1s long overdue.

On the home front, St. John's in
football, and Rossa, in hurling, were
crowned county senior champions.
Eire Og took the minor football title
and hurling honours in this grade went
to Shamrocks (Loughgiel), Sarsfields
won the junior footbal] championship,
but the junior hurling competition is
not yet concluded.



TIP-TOP YEAR IN ATHLETICS

(Continued from page 63)

“Zatopek” act when winning this 26
miles 385 vyards event at his first
attempt.

Now, at 40 years of age, it looks as if
Willie can repeat the performance next

SCas0r.

WONDERFUL RUNNING

From here on, it is difficult to sort out
what next to select. We had the wonder-
ful running of Monaghan-born, Dublin-
based Garda Siochana, Kevin Gormley,
competing in the Phoenix Harriers
singlet.

He had a wonderful year, in which he
remained unbeaten in open handicap and
scratch races throughout the season, and
in the process collected All-Ireland,
Leinster, Co. Dublin and inter-county
championship titles, as well as setting
records for the mile, two miles and
1,500 metres.

Undoubtedly a series of performances
of which Kevin and his club can well
fee] proud. .

The former Celtic A.C. star, Denis
Toomey, now with U.C.D., and a son of
former President of the Association,
Sean, set the javelin world alight with
scme stupendous throwing. He shattered
the 200 feet mark on several occasions,
and wound up the season holding the
record at 209 feet 9 inches, which he set
at Belfield when winning the junior title
with g senior javelin.

Throughout the year he was positively
brilliant and the javelin was not his only
forte, for he showed great all-round
brilliance in the All-Ireland and Leinster
junior championships.

Possibly his greatest triumph was at the
Leinster championships at Gorey when
he won five titles and closed a great after-
noon by setting a new pole vault record
for the meeting with a leap of 11 feet.

Another athlete who sihowed great
early-season promise when setting a new
All-Ireland ten miles record was Tulla-
more’s Mick Neville. Then he went on
-~ win the All-Ireland junior 880 wards
and mile titles, but after that appeared
to lose some of his lustre, However, we
will surely hear more of Mick next year.

A new sprinting star alsp appeared on
the scene—Liam Devitt of Bros. Pearse
A.C., Dublin. Back after a few years’
absence, Liam had some notable handi-
cap wins, particularly at the Guinness
Sports and the Phoenix Harriers meet-
ing, and rounded off a good season by

winning three inter-county championship
medals for Dublin,

TOP SPRINTER

But, without question, the top sprinter
of the season was lightly-built John
Lalor of Carrick-on-Suir. He won the
60 yards and 100 yards at the National
meeting, and in the Munster champion-
ships at Macroom ran a great 100" in
9,9 seconds, and also won the 220 yards
in 23.1 seconds,

Asiother Munster runner to continue
his winning way was P. J. O’Sullivan of
Regional A.C., Limerick, This wvery un-
assuming athlete provided us with one of
the greatest finishes to an 880 yards
during the vyear, It was at Iveagh
Grounds at the All-Ireland champion-
ships. He appeared to have lost his crown
after the first lap, but, down the back
straight on the final circuit, began to
show signs that he was still in with a
chance.

Nearer came the tape, and O'Sullivan
was moving well on the cutside through
his field, With ten yards to go, every
Inchicore A.C. supporter on the ground
was shouting Austin Clarke, a dark
horse, home. Then, as if jet propelled,
O’Sullivan came from behind to gain a
dramatic inches win. What a race that
was!

CLASS HIGH JUMPER
Pat O’Shea of Millstreet blossomed

forth as a high jumper of real class. He
finished second to Brendan O’Reilly in
the President’s versus Universities match
at Belfield, and from then on added
titles weekly to his collection. He jumped
5 feet 11 inches to win the Munster title,
took the Irish junior title at over six
feet, and won the All-Ireland scnior title
with a grand 6 feet 2 inches. We will
certainly be hearing of Pat in 196].

In the field events, Kevin Prendergast
and U.C.D. clubmate, Brian O'Halloran,
dominated in the 16 Ibs. sh-t and discus,
while the Tipperary-born  hammer
thrower, John Keaty, continued to show
improvement and was wel] werth his
All-Ireland championshio medal when
winning the title at the Curragh.

In the decathlon, held under wvery
adverse weather conditions at the
Curragh, Paddy Naughton, a native of
Nenagh, and running for St. Finbarr's

A.C,, Cork, duly retained his title, But

what a close call he got from former
champion Mick O’Farrell of Phoenix
Harriers A.C.
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Throughout the provinces, competition
was well up to standard, with the number
of sports meetings held showing an up-
ward trend, In Ulster, Derry did a
wonderful day’s work when reaching the
inter-county championship final, and
former All-Ireland junior champion, J.
P, Reilly, was in brilliant hop, step and
jumping form to take the All-Ireland
senio rtitle from his Green Cockade club-
mate, Brian Morrison, with a jump of
46 feet 6 inches.

The Ballinasloe relays were again hit
by the weather, but they conatinue to
grow in popularity with the athletes of
Ireland. We all sincerely hope that the
enthusiastic body of men who run this
meeting will be favoured by better
weather next year.

Phoenix Harriers must be compli-
mented on their foresight in procuring
College Park for their Open Sports. This
was a well-organised “meet”, but did not
get the support it deserved from both
athletes and public alike.

MODEL MEETING
But the bouquet of the year iIn

relation to sports promotions I hand to
the committee at Gorey who promoted
the Leinster junior track, field and
cycling championships,

This was a model of presentation and,
with everything in readiness, it made
starter Jimmy Bruce’s job a very easy
one,

Consequently, the meeting was run-
ning ahead of schedule all through and,
accordingly a very satisfied public left
the rround high in  praise of the
occasinon, It is meetings like this that the
Associaticn wants. Given them, the
public will have no hesitation in turning
up in force,

T he vear is now ended, Convention and
Congress time is with us, and 5o you men
who meet o discuss the season should
look deeply into the future and endeavour
to make your club and your sports bigger
and betrer in 1961,

The youth of the country are getting
very athletic conscious and everything
will have to be done ta provide them with
the necessary facilities for coaching and
training. Tn this respect, the greatest
weapon the Association has is that
wonderful School of Athletics, held
annually in Dublin,

Mick Farnan and his gallant band of
workers are doing 2 first-clasz job at this
school, them cpntinued
success in the coming season.

and we wish



Across the Channel

HE year 1960 is now drawing to a close, and officials of the Provincial Council of Britain can

look back with pride on tneir achievements and on the

months. Seven county boards, Yorkshire, Lancashire, Derbyshire,
Hertfordshire and London are affiliated to the Provincial Council, : _ _
to see the weaker members, especially Derby and Gloucester, more than holding their own in face

of heavy odds.

The Warwickshire Board is now
a very well-organised unit and the
number of clubs under its jurisdiction
i= expected to increase considerably
nex: season. The visit of the Cork
and Tipperary hurling teams to
Birmingham in May atrracted a big
nosting of the Gael, and thanks is
due both teams and their officials
for helping promote the games in
the Midlands.

No mention of Warwickshire
would be complete without reference
to the former county secretary,
Gerry Flanagan (Roscommon), who
did a man’s part for Gaelic games.
His work will always be remem-
bered. The acting secretary, John
Kennedy (Tipperary), is proving
himself a worthy successor and de-
serves to be elected secretary at the
next convention. Other great workers
{for the G.A.A. in this area include
Rev. Fr. P, Maguire (Leitrim), Rev.
Fr. P. J. O’Mahoney (Cork), Mr.
E. Ryan (Laois), Mr. M. O’Brien
(Kerry) and Mr. P. Healy (Tip-
perary).

Feature of 1960 in Britain was the
progress made by the youngest board
of all, that in Hertford. The Chair-
man, that genial Cork priest, Rev.
Fr. J. O’Hanlon, and Secretary, Jim
Foley from Waterford, deserve great
credit for this state of affairs. We
all krow how close the Herts foot-
ballers came to defeating London in
*he championship. With club mem-
bership on the increase, the future
of the Herts Board looks bright
indeed.

VIRILE AND HEALTHY

Without any shadow of doubt the
games of the Gael are in a virile
and healthy state in London. The
hurlers retained their All-Ireland
junior crown when defeating Carlow
in Croke Park, after a thrilling
drawn game at New Eltham, while
the footballers lost no caste when
coing down to Dublin with colours
flying under atrocious weather con-
ditions, again at Croke Park.

The hurlers now have their sights

By MICK MORRISSEY
Prominent London Gael

on the title in a higher grade next

year and, on their performances
against a Ffrst-rate Carlow team,
could well achieve their objective.

The New Eltham ground, well
served by rail and road trancport,
has been a great asset to the London
Board, Though the burden of rates,
etc., is a heavy one, and they -~
do with al! the support possible
from the large Irish community in
the English capital, no expense 13
being spared to make it a first-class
stadium.

The annual Whit Saturday games
at Wembley have proved very
successful and show that the vision
and courage of the London officials
in staging them were well-founded.
Next year we look forward to repeats
of both All-Ireland finals and assure
all four teams of a real Gaelic wel-
come from their exiled kin-folk in
Britain.

HARD WORKER

London Board Chairman, Jim
Mullarkey, from Sligo, deserves much
credit for the happy state of affairs
in his area. Since he assumed office
a few years ago he has spared neither
time or effort in promoting the cause
of the Association in London. He
must indeed be proud that under his
chairmanship two All-Ireland junior
hurling titles crossed the Irish Sea.
May he long be spared to guide the
destinies of the G.A.A, over here.

Vice-Chairman Jack McCarthy,
from Wexford, and Secretary Jerry
Daly, from Kerry, have both served
the Association in London with
distinction. Jerry stepped into the
breach when business interests
forced Sean Dunne (Laois) to re-
side outside London. He has proved
an able Secretary and when most
of us are in slumberland can be
found burning the midnight oil.

To likeable and efficient Treasurer
Johnny Moriarty, from Kerry, falls
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progress made
Warwickshire, Gloucestershire,

and it is particularly gratifying

in the past twelve

the heavy task of financing all the
working; of the London Board. Re-
sults to date show how good a job
he is making of his arduous task.

Board Registrar, Paddy Hickey,
from Adare, Co. Limerick, and Pro-
vincial Council Delegates, Billy
Lawless (Wicklow) and Paddy Cos-
telloe (Limerick), are others who
make the wheels of the Association
in exile run smoothly.

Neither must we forget men like
Fr. McNamara, the late Jim Collins
and Sam Smith, and Jack Shalloe,
still with us in rain or shine, who,
in former years, did so much for
the cause of the Gael in the city by
the Thames.

PADDY O'DONOGHUE

And of course no reference to the
G.AA. in Britain would be complete
without mention of that popular
figure from Shannoaside, Paddy
O’Donoghue, former Secretary of
the Provincial Council and the Lon-
don Board. Paddy was there in
days of trial and tribulation, but he
always had faith that the Association
in Britain would survive and
prosper.

The Provincial Council of Britain
is under the capable chairmanship of
Kilkenny-born Mr. Christopher Hol-
den. Mr. Cassidy, from Swinford,
Co. Mayo, is the Treasurer, and Mr.
Daniel Murphy, a son of the King-
dom of Kerry, is Secretary. All three
have done more than their share in
furthering Gaelic games and ideals
in Albion’s clime. Dan Murphy’s
duties as Secretary are many and
varied and he also represents Britain
on the Central Council.

All have but one aim—the cause
of Ireland in exile. They are fully
conscious that the games of the
Gael go hand in hand with Irish
traditions and aspirations, and they
face the future with courage and
confidenc> and with the knowledge
that much yet remains to be done
before all Irish exiles are fully
organised under the banner of the
Gaelic Athletic Association.



[ .ondon Retain litle

Jotany Bisn ol the Gon. s tiat Moy do Sumeel %6 written, 1960 will probably be

primarily remembered as the year that fabulous football team from County Down
came to Croke Park and, in a blaze of glory, took the Sam Maguire Cup across the border
for the first time by toppling the mighty Kingdom from their pedestal, or as the year
wonderful Wexford faced an invincible Tipperary team in the Senior hurling decider
and confounded the critics and the fans alike by waltzing to victory.

But, to the Gaels of Loadon, the
retaining of the junior hurling title
outshone all else. They became the
first team ever to win this title in
successive years by their defeat of
the home Champions, Carlow, on the
score, 4-8 to 2-11 at Croke Park on
Sunday, October 23rd. +

Great though they were, the credit
for this outstanding success is by no
means entirely due to the players.
Many dedicated officials also contri-
buted their share to it, men like Co.
Chairman J. J. Mullarkey, Secretary
Jeiry Daly, Treasurer Johnny Mori-
arty, who trained the team this year
and last, and the selection commitice
who put so much work into ensuring
that the county was represented by
the best possible fifteen. Messs.
* Paddy Ryan (Brian Boru), Paddy
Hickey (Emerald), Ted Maher (Fin-
ran Lalors), Paddy Kiely (Bro.
Pearse), Tom Quirke (Fr. Mur-
phys), Dan Purcell (Cu-Cullains ),
Biilie Malone (Moindearg) and the
Co. Chairman picked their men well.

In the Provincial championships of
Britain, London were never €x-
tended, having facile victories over
Gloucester and Hertfordshire “and
their first serious challenge came, as

was expected, from old rivals
Warwickshire. This game, the pro-
vinical final took place at New

Champions fielded the nucleus of the
Eltham on July 10th, and the
team that defeated Antrim in the
1559 final,

Mainstay of the side that day was
Billie Dargan, Cashen Rovers and
Laois, who turned in a brilliant dis-
play at midfield, while Paddy Mur-
phy, Pearses and Kilkenny, Mick
Kerrse, Pearses and Galway, Paddy
Dwyer, Brian Boru and Tipperary,
and Joe Kearns, Fr. Murphys and
Wexford, were in great form in de-
fence. Goalkeeper Alec Morrissey,
Sean McDermott’s and Cork, was
scarcely tested and the capable Cork-
man made the most of his clearances

to set in motion an attack which
clicked quickly into gear. Although
Eamon Murray was well held at
centre - half - forward by ex-Tipp
senior, John McGrath. Phil Wilson,
Fr. Murphy’s and Wexford, John
Hickey, Borus and Tipperary, and
Noel Murphy, Emerald and Lime-
rick, were able to get free often
enough to give London an easy vic-
tory over a hardworking Warwick-
shire fifteen who tried all the way
but never seemed fit enough to really
challenge in a race for the loose ball.

Only sore point of this fine win
for London was an injury to Dr. Des
Dillon, their right half forward. The
{prmer Munster Railway Cup star
received a knock on the knee which
was to keep him out for the re-
mainder of the season.

EYES ON HOME

With the provincial title in the
bag, London started looking towards
the All-Ireland home final and great
attention was focussed on the way
things were shaping at home. Al-
ready, Carlow had acquired the
Leinster title and were going great
guns in search of further honours. In
Munster, Cork and Kerry lined up
in the final. As this was played at
the U.C.C. grounds, and I was at
home on holiday at the time, 1 went
along to see what the possible op-
position looked like.

The fare served up here, however,
was poor and, though Cork won,
Kerry looked the more dangerous
side. They had wonderful players in
Johnny Culloty and Niall Sheehy,
poth better known as football stars,
and Brendan Hennessey who domin-
ated most of the game at midfield.
Cork were best served by Paddy
Barry, the St. Vincent’s goalkeeper,
who got plenty to do but never
wilted, and Jerry Sullivan of Mallow
in defence, and Barry Nagle, also of
Mallow, who had a good game in
attack.
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[ came away feeling that neither
team would constitute a serious chal-
lenge to London and, unless,
Roscommon created a surprise, it
looked like the final would be
against the Rebel County, As things
turned out, Carlow produced the
surprise and on the 9th of October
arrived at New Eltham to make
their bid for the Crown.

This they did in sparkling fashion
despite wvery heavy underfoot con-
ditions, and the large attendance

' By PADDY MULLANE

was treated to a fine exhibition of
hurling. London lined out as in the
provincial final with Alec Morrissey
in goal; full-backs, J. Kearns, M.
Kerrse. P. Murphy; half-backs, P.
Wilson, P. O’Dwyer, W. Ryan;
mid-field, W. Dargan, M. O’Con-
nell (Cu-Cullains), who came on
for the injured Dillon; half-forwards,
E. Murray, W. Duffy, L. Fitzgerald;
full-forwards, S. Redmond, J].
Hickey and Liam Healy.

After a sizzling first half, in which
tempers flared a little, London were
being led 0-3 to 0-0. Though this
looked poor on paper, it was, in fact,
far from 1t. Both Morrissey and Hay-
den, the goalmen, were on their
toes, Gladney was proving Duffy’s
master and Liam Healy, with some
assistance from John Hickey, was try-
ing very hard indeed.

The second half was a real
cracker and some fine combination
between the two Walshes for Carlow
had London worrie¢  After about
ten minutes Eamon Murray came
into his own with some superb solo
runs and things began to look a bit
brighter for the champions. At the
other end, Morrissey was keeping
the colours flying with a series of
miraculous saves, two from McCar-
thy and one from Hogan in quick
succession.

~ (Continued on page 72)
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LONDON RETAIN TITLE — Continued from page 70

In spite of this, however, Carlow
were leading by four points with
six minutes to go when the London
selectors made a master move,
O'Connell was taken off and replaced
by King Redmond, whose appear-
ance resulted in Phil Wilson being
brought to midfield where he pro-
ceeded to take control and cut
through in less than three minutes
to snatch a great goal and followed
up seconds later with the equalising
point.

When referee Cronin of Cork blew
the whistle a minute later, London
were still Champions and Carlow
had lived to fight another day.
thanks mainly to the policing of
Dufly by Gladney.

Immediately after this game,
Jechnny Moriarty called the team
into really serious training. They
attended at Primrose Hill for the
outdoor session of four nights a
week, and at the gym two nights a
week under the London Co. Council
instructor, who prepared them last
year, As a result of their conscien-
tious attendance, they left for Croke
Park confident in their ability to
succeed, where so many had failed,
and retain the Junior All-Ireland
hurling crown.

London brought on Gus Moloney,
a brother of Tipperary’s Terry
Moloney, at right half-back follow-
ing a fine display for Cucullains in
the county championship against
Pearses. Things followed much the
same pattern as at New Eltham. Be-
led at the interval by 1-7 to 1-2,
the champions were undaunted and
some brilliant hurling was seen before
they finally got on top of a classy
Carlow fifteen and ran out eventual
winners. Liam Healy had 2-1, John
Hickey 1-1, Seamus Somers (Cu-
Cullains), who came on as a sub
had a fine goal, while Billy Dufty’s
2 points was a tribute in it itself to
Gladney. Wilson, Murray and Paddy
Ryan, another sub, had points Fach.
The referee was again P. Cronin of
Cork.

Victory was cclebrated at the
Hollybrook Hotel and among those
present was Mr. Tom Barry, of
Cork, now residing in Dublin, who
was a member of the first London
team to win a Junior All-Ireland
hurling ttle.

Next year, London hope to compete
in the newly-inaugurated intermediate
championship, but the officers of the

Board are adamant that the County will
also field a Junior team, as it is widely
felt, and not without reason, that the
talent is available to compete with success
in both grades, Witk this in mind, we
can look forward to even greater things
to come and, with two All-Treland re-
peats, Down versus Kerry and Wexford
versus Tipperary, lined up for Wembley,
prospects for 1961 look rosy indeed.

I am being continuously asked as to
whom do I think played the biggest part
in London’s victories this year and last.
Excluding officials, I would distribute
the honours thus—1959: (1) Eamon
Murray; (2) Alec Morrissey; and (3)
W. Dargan. 1960: (1) Phil Wilson, who
was also a member of the county foot-
ball team; (2) Alec Morrissey; and (3)
W. Dargan,

HURLING’S NEW CHAMPIONSHIP

(Continued from page 13)

ploy first so that genuine second teams
are played against them, This should be
an easy matter, since cnly Meath, Carlow
and Antrim are involved, The opening
of the Junior Competition must now be
delayed as far as possible in late Spring
or early Summer and, if necessary, given
priority over any other competition.

Mid-May should be the earliest date
for opening Junior games. At that time
the dry ground conditions would help
the development of the game. That is
what is intended by “Coisde na
h-Iomrana” and the Central Council. I
hon= that the Provincial Fixture Com-
mittees assist and do not treat the Junior
Hurling Competition as a matter to be
played off out of the way before the
foo*ball campaign opens, i

One point I lhike about the new
arrangement is that the Counties of
Meath, Carlow and Antrim graded
Intermediate may play second best teams
in Junior. This has a two-fold benefit
in my opinion. It sets a standard for
the Junior Counties and also ensures a
reserve of experienced match-play players
to the Intermediate ones.

NOT YET COMPLETE

“Coisde na h-Iomana” will play a
qreat part in the future in my opinion.
Their work is not vet complete, and we

are likely to get many more recommenda-
tions from them. Congress, last Easter
Sunday, gave a direction to the Coisde.

At the end of each year the Coisde are
to review the position and may recom-
mengd the re-grading of any County out
of its class to a lower grade, y may
also accept applications and recommend
the re-grading of a County, A County,
however, may only move to the next
higher grade by winning out a compe-
tition.

In a few short years I expeet to sce
Clare, Galway, L=ois, Offaly and West-
meath playing in Intermediate grade. If
they are not down-graded by the “Coisde
na h-Iomana”, I hope that the respective
Counties will seriously consider making
such an application themselves, It would
be in their own best interests in the long
run to seriously consider this question
now. Championship and National League
performances of those mentioned show
that they are not in the top class, or
even near it.

Now that the Competitions are
provided, it remains with the Tounties
and the Provincial Councils to see that
they are successful, So all I say is, make
1961 a memorable one and ensure the
success of the great drive towards a
32-County All-Treland Senior Hurling
Competition.
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NEARLY had to pay The

Editor to let me have an
article in the Cuchulginn
Annual but now, having eased
myself in, | might as well have
my say with the ‘rest’ of them
as to what features of 196C
are embedded in my memory.

What struck me most forcibly, 1 am
sorry to say, were wevera| defects in
the running of G.A.A. affairs. This was
brought home to me clearly on the day
of the All-Ireland football final.

That, as most of you, no doubt, re-
member, was the day Croke Park went
mad. And, mind you, it wasn’t hard to
blame them, seeing as the Sam Maguire
Cup was on its way to the “Wee Six”
for the first time.

Amid all the excitement I fely sorry
for young Sean Cleary, the Galway
minor captain, There he was, dressed in
his Sunday best, receiving the Tom
Markham trophy from Dr,  Stuart, and
not a sinner, apart from a few fervid
Galway supporters, gave two hoots about
what was going on.

After the ceremony and shouting and
flag-waving that attended the prescnta-
tion of the Sam Maguire Cup to Kevin
Mussen a short while previously, it came
rather as an anti-climax,

“Surely”, 1 said to myself, “the
winning minor captain deserves a better
show than this. After all, their teams
have won All-Ireland championships in
very competitive grades and, to the boys
themselves, these victories are every bit
as important as the seni)r ones are to the
older players. The least we could do is
to surround the presentation of the minor
trophy with a little more ceremony.”

Now what T would suggest is this:
Why not present the cups to the winning
minor captains immediately the minor
games finish? By doing this it would look
much more like what it should be (to be
honest, I think it looks completely out of
place presenting a cup to a czptain
wearing his best Sunday suit—they don't
play matches in those rig-outs, if you see
what I mean) andi would give the
winning teams an opportunity of chair-
ing their captains to the dressing-rooms
complete with cup. I, for one, think it
would add an extra touch of colour to
our big Croke Park occasions.

MEMORIKES are

Then the controversial New York
question cropped up again. While I hold
no brief for the Yanks in blatantly
ignoring the rulings of the President of
the Association, I think it is about time
the position was clarified by making any
player who wishes to play in the United
States transfer through the wusual

channels, After all, if players who go to
England have to do so, why not those
who emigrate West?

Then the question of American-based
players assisting thejr old clubs while
over here for the St. Brendan Cup games
arose. Some of them did so, illegally, In

DR ESSED IN

RECEIVING
TROPITY

STUART . . "

S EAN CLEARY . . .
s SUNDAY  BEST.
THE TOM MARKHAM

FROM DR.
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my opinion, in all cases but one. Peter
Nolan helped Clara win the Offaly
football title for the first time, a feat
which, in the estimation of some rule-
book lawyers, put him in the same boat
as Willie Casey of Mayo,

Now these seem to have forgotten that
Peter assisted Offaly in the first round of
the Leinster championship against Car-
low., And there’s nothing in the rules
which states that he couldn’t finish out
any 1960 competition over here, provided
he was able to get home,

However, I do think It is time this
business of players competing indis-
criminately both in Ireland and America
was ended, I hope that Congress next
Easter will see to it that it is.

Now, I'm not very good at this

business of rules. Neither am I ignorant
of the general “gist” of most of them.
However, 1 usually pay a visit to the
loca] club secretary to satisfy myself on
any point that doesn’t secm altogether

too clear,

HAS ME STUMPED

This business of university students,
for one, has got me stumped. Rule 17
tells us that University Undergraduates
or Students of a recognised Teachers’
Training College, or of the College of
Pharmacy, or of the Salesian Agricultural
College, Co. Meath, may play with their
college clubs during the Academic Year
and with their home clubs during the
Summer holiday period.

Now note this carefully, Academic
Year is reckoned as October 1st to May
31st; Summer holiday is reckoned as
Tune 1st to September 30. Nothing, you
would think, could be clearer than that.

Yet, we find students playing with

hame clubs well into November and
December. On the other hand, in 1956
—] remember it well, because that was
the year St. Vincents did not win the
Dublin football championship—a lad
named Murphy helped St. Finbarrs reach
the Cork senior football final. However,
he couldn’t play in that game, because
it took place after September 30th, and
he had returned to St. Patrick’s Training
College in Drumcondra.

Later, he did help Erin’s Hope beat
St Vincents in the Dublin final. Maybe
they apply the rules more strictly in
Cork, or perhaps that rule has been
amended somewhat very recently, If it
has, 1 haven’t heard of it, but, judging
from the way it is being enforced, I think
it"is time the terms ‘“‘Academic Year”



made

and *“Summer Holiday” were deleted
from the wording and carte blanche given
to students to play with two clubs all
the year round,
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After all, they are doing just that.
So why not make it official?

DECLARED PLAYERS

Then there’s the question of players
residing outside their native counties
declaring for clubs in their native parish,
This rule forbids, by its very wording,
any player who wasn’t born in a county,
but who has lived in it since he was very
young, from declaring for his home
parish club should his work ever bring
him outside the county in which his
home is situated,

Well, T know of at least four senior
inter-county players who violate this
rule, and no one says a word. On the
other hand, I am aware of cases where
players are prevented from assisting
their home clubs once they went to reside

outside counties in which they have lived
« most of their lives but in which they

weren't born,

of this ...

This is one rule I don’t agree with but,
while it is a rule, it should apply equally
to all,

At the moment there are far too many
rules in the Official Guide of the
G.A.A. open to different interpretations.
I have given a few examples. Isn’t it
about time all these were straightened

out?

After all, there should not be one rule
for some and a different rule for others.
Perhaps Congress will get around to it
sometime.

“SCRAGGY” HURLING

Well, now you might like to know

Then there was Paddy McCormack’s
thundering display for Offaly in the
second half of the drawn game against
Down; Pat Nolan’s goalkeeping for Wer-
ford; Sean Purcell’'s deadly accuracy for
Galway in the semi-final against Kerry;
Mick Dwyer’s eye-opening performance as
Kerry’s centre-forward in the Cuchulainn
Trophy final; Ollie Walsh's miraculous
save against Dublin in the Walsh Cup
when he twisted around to bat out a hard
shot that had actually passed him as he
advanced; James McCartan’s energetic
play for Down in all their games and,
finally, the manner in which those
amazing veterans, Nick O’Donnell and
Christy Ring, in vastly different

positions, seem to be able to keep on

forever.

something of what I thought of the past
yvear on the playing fields. My main
impression was one of too much
“scraggy” hurling in the top grades. For
this, believe it or not, I am inclined to
blame referees,

Too many of them, in my opinion, err
on the score of over-leniency. I am not
advocating piccolo solos on the whistle
by every referee. But I do maintain that
far too much over-carrying and charging
with the ball in possession is allowed go
unchecked, As a result, many hurling
games during the year deteriorated into a
series of rucks and melees all over the

field. r

Strict enforcement of the “three steps” /
carrying rule, which the majority of [,
referees either have not heard of, or else
have decided to ignore, would lead to
more open hurling and a return to the
days of first-time striking on the ground

and in the air.

FOOTBALL FINAL NIGHT

And now, the highlights of the year,
for me at any rate. There was All-
Ireland football final night in Dublin,
when the Down supporters took over the
centre of the city. Traffic was in a state
of chaos, the Gardai Siochana were help-
less to do anything about it (and, to
give them due credit, didn’t seem to mind
much anyway), and, in Lower Abbey
Street, a bare few paces off O’Connell
Street, there was the spectacle of groups
of hardy men, sporting red and black
favours, standing on the footpaths,
downing large pints of a certain beverage
and paying street musicians to play
certain songs which, in a certain part of
the world, not a hundred miles away at
that, would hafe been classed as seditious,

: . SNICK O'DONNELL . . . SEEMS 10
Aye, indeed. What a night that was by BE ABLE TO KEEP ON FOI
Anna Liffey. EVER . . .”
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NEW FOR 1961 AT MOSNEY

Butlin’s is going to be bigger and better than ever in 1961!
Among the many new attractions are:

A magnificent new centre with a heated indoor swimming
pool! And the pool has glass sides.

% A new Old Time Ballroom adjoining the new indoor
swimming pool.

% Many chalets with private bathrooms attached.
¥ Extensive amusement purks—everything free!

Write now for the 1961 Brochure (it's packed with photographs!) to

MOSNEY, CO. MEATH.
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COMORTAS THOMAIS AGHAS

Hi dlg-bhaint i gconai idir Connradh na Gaeilge agus Cumann Luthchleas Gael. Ni h-ionadh san

agus na cuspoiri

gcéanna agus ta siad ag oibrit as

Ag an riachtanas céanna, as an
diichas céanna a phréamhaigh an da
ghluaiseacht naisifinta Cumann Lith-
chleas Gael agus Connradh na
Gaeilge. D’fhasadar tacbh le taobh
ag togail an naisiiin Ghaelaigh, ag
. teagasc an phobail agus ag caomhnit
ar naisifintachta. Ba mbhinic iad na
taoisigh céanna ag saothri sa da
chumann. Forbairt na gCluichi ba
mhér chiiram do Chumann Liith-
chleas Gael. De bharr saothair an da
chumann miiscladh meanman Gael.
Bunaiodh Oglaigh na hEireann agus
as san amach nior leis an nGaeilge
amhain né le cursai chluichi amhain
a bhiodh formhér baill an da chum-

le Sedn O Fo3ld

ann ag pléach leis an geur i geoir
chun chatha comh maith. Lagaiodh
an dd Chumann da bharr san agus
go hairithe Connradh’ Gaeilge, Nuair
a bunaiodh an Saor-Stat thit formhor
ciram an Chonnartha ins na conn-
taethe ar an Stadt agus thit coras an
Chonnartha fé mar a bhi as a chéile.
Bhi ga fés leis an gConnradh agus
b'eigin an gluaiseacht a thdgaint as an
nua nach mor.

Nior tharla aon bhriseadh 1
leantinachas Chumann Luthchleas
(Gael ach chuaigh sé 6 neart go neart
agus i lathair na huaire is é Cumann
Luthchleas Gael an Cumann amai-
téarach spoirt is mé sa domhan. Fé
mar atd an Cumann ag dul 1 neart
agus i saibhreas is mé a mbaidh le
gluaiseacht athbheochana na teangan
Ni hiondh mar sin gur thoiligh
Cumann Luthchleds Gael a bheith i
bpairt le Connradh na Gaeilge agus
Cuman Naisitinta eile in athbheo-
chaint an Qireachtais sa bhliain 1939.
Is priomh phdirt do cheiliiradh na
Féile sin gach bliain 6 shin Cluiche
an Oireachtais.

Tuairim na bliana 1944 thainig
borradh i ngluaiseacht Chonnradh na
Gaeilge ach ba mhor an constaic
ortha staid Chiste an Chonnartha.
Lorgaiodh cabhair ar Chumann Luth-
chleas Gael agus tugadh san go

lamha a chéile 6 shoin i leith.

fonnmhar. Sa bhlian 1944 agus 1945
himriodh sreath chluichi ar mhaithe
le chiste na Teangan. D’fhonn go
mbeadh an chabhair seo ar fail go
buan do bheartaigh Ard Chombhairle
Chumann Luthchleas Gael sa bhliain
1946 ar Chomértais Thomais Aghas
do chur ar siul ar mhaithe le ciste
Connrad na Gaeilge agus ar mhaithe
le Chiste an Oireachtais araon.

Do bhaisteadh Coméortas Thomais
Aghas ar an gComortas so toisc nach
bhfeadfai duine eile a thoghadh go
raibh ondir agus omds tuillte ni
b’fhearr aige o Chonnradh na Gaeilge
nd 6 Chumann Luthchleas Gael. Ba
duine é Tomas do hoileadh sa da
Chumann agus do fuair bas ar son
cuspora an dd Chumann- Ba dheas an
smaoineamh é ag an dd Chumann
oméds agus onéir a thabhairt do tri

* Chomoértas de na cluichi Gaelacha

ba rogha leis, ar son ciste na
Teangan dob’ annsa leis do thion-
scnambh.

O 1950 thdinig isteach go ciste
Chonnradh na Gaeilge timpeall
£26,000 as ucht na cluichi seo agus
is maith a bhi gd leis an tairgead seo.
T4a sleacht agus cuma nios éifeachta
curtha ar imeachtaisi Oireachtais na
n(GGael agus ar an Connradh féin.
Nach leor san agus nach mor ddinn

céanna acu nach mor. Bunaiodh an di Chumann beagnach ag an am

Imriodh ocht  gCracbh-
chluichi deag i gComodrtas an
QOireachtais agus mar seo a
leanas na foirne a bhuaigh an
Corn:—

Loch Garman (4)
1951, 1953, 1955, 1956
Cill Choinnigh (4)
1940, 1947, 1957, 1950
An Ghaillimh (3)
1950, 1952, 1958
Atha Cliath (2)
1944, 1948
Tiobrad Arann (3)
1945, 1949, 1960
Luimneach (1)
1939
An Clar (1)

ata ar coiste na gcluichi bheith buioch
as.

Agus ma’s eol dibh wilig bhan
Tiobrad Arann craobh na bliana seo
taréis sar-chluiche le Corcai agus fé
mar is gnithach bhi an cluiche féin
ar fheabhas.

Guim beannachtai na Nollag ar
léitheoire uilig Nuachtan Gael.
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HRISTMAS brings with it all

its blessings and an oppor-
tunity for leisurely discussion on
the year gone by. In the glow of
hissing logs, and sound of clink-
ing glass, there’s nothing some
of us like better than to take
stock of Gaelic happenings in the
Eastern province during 1960.
Even if the year did start rather
dismally there is still much fo
talk about.

Railway Cup time had us wistfully
recalling great Leinster teams of
other years as we watched our foot-
ballers’ colourless display in going
down to a Jody O’Neill-inspired
Ulster selection.

Our spirits sank even lower on St.
Patrick’s Day. Never, I repeat never,
have I witnessed a more lifeless ex-
hibition from fifteen hurlers purport-
ing to be the best in an entire
province. Munster must have been
embarrassed at the ease with which

they captured the medals and cup.
Round that time, too, Dublin hurlers

were going great guns in the League.
However, Cork threw a large spanner in
the works in the Athletic Grounds by
the Lee, and thus ended Leinster’s last
chance of hurling league honours. It alsc
caused many to revise their opinions as
to the true worth of the Metropolitan
hurlers.

As the days were growing longer we
journeyed to Navan for the famous
“colours” match between Dublin and
Cavan in the football league semi-final.
The Breffini men, with Jim McDonnell
and James Brady the villains of the
piece, dashed our hopes with a dramatic
victory and Leinster’s cupboard was still
bare after the first four months of the
year.

However, hope springs eternal, and we
soon forgot our disappointments with
thoughts of the forthcoming champion-
ship campaigns, Little did we know that
new football champions were to be
crowned,

SHOCKS STARTED EARLY

The shocks started in the first senior
game, when Westmeath footballers put
out the previous year’s finalists, Laois.

Louth, notoriously slow starters, showed
little or no urgency about their work, and
had their followers on the verge of heart-

SER RO

failure, when eliminating Wicklow at
Croke Park. A late Jackie Reynold’s goal
did the trick, but Wicklow’s Brown at
centre half-back was the man of the
match.

Meath certainly must have no love
left for the Mullingar venue, especially
when Longford show up there in the first
e e e B e e S S o i o
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By JIM CROWLEY
round. For the last two years the Royal
County pitch has been queered at Cusack
Park by the Midlanders.

Newbridge has a soft spot in my heart.
I loved playing there and enjoy watching
games there, so the Kildare venue, in
early summer, with Carlow and Offaly
crossing swords, proved an irresistible
attraction. On reflection, it seems that
Offaly were a trifle lucky to win that

one, but, to their credit, they came back ,

after Carlow had threatened to run them
off the field.

«TIM  FLOOD

. THE
PASSING YEARS HAVE NOT

DIMMED THE LUSTRE OF
HIS HURLING . . .”

Two men who came on as substitutes
that day, Paddy McCormack and Mick
Casey, were later to prove vital links in
Offaly’s successful campaign. Casey, the
veteran blacksmith from Rhode, ham-
mered his team back into that game with
the best goal I saw during 1960. And
how often were we to hear of the name
McCormack before the year was out?

Down Woestmeath way, they added
the Kildare scalp to their belt, and foot-
ball was to be had for every meal, with
Carlev and Kane the toasts of the county.

Johnny Joyce stole everyone’s thunder
momentarily with five goals and some odd
points against luckless Longford, but
Dublin’s joy was short-lived. On a sultry
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day in Portlacise, Offaly, with their tails
up, dethroned the champions of two
years.

Donie Hanlon’s fair hair bobbed up
all over the place as the boys in sky blue
collapsed in the last ten minutes. Offaly
were in the Leinster final.

Westmeath drew the biggest cheer of
the day when they took the field against
Louth in Navan for the other semi-final.
Who would have believed that their

forwards had target practice on the
same ground some days previously?
Westmeath (1-1), midfielder Carley
(1-1), just about sums up the total

fajlure of a forward line to score in a
championship match,

Louth, almost apologetically, chalked
up 1-8 and stole into the final. I fervently
hoped on the way home that Mick
Carley’s injury was not serious. I dearly
wanted to see that man in action again,

NEW RESTING PLACE

Meteorologically speaking, we had a
bad summer. And it didn’t rain any
heavier than on Leinster football final
day, Offaly folk didn’t like to see the
rain for those Louth lads were always
“divils” on a wet sod. The cup seemed
headed north of the Boyne once more
when the Wee County goaled from a
rather fortunate penalty on the stroke
of half-time .

However, we saw a new Offaly in the
second half. They smashed their Croke
Park hoodoo and, to the delight of
neutrals, the cup found a new resting
place.

Offaly minors completed a great
double for their county and, though both
teams failed in the All-Ireland semi-
finals, the senior's two pulsating games
with Down satisfied us that Leinster
standards were up there with the best.
It was left to Dublin juniors to bring the
only football All-Ireland to the Eastern
province, but more of that elsewhere.

GREAT HURLING YEAR

Unquestionably, however, Leinster folk
will remember 1960 as a great hurling
yvear for the province. Never before has
Munster’s supremacy been so success-
fully challenged, and who can forget
September 5th when Wexford seniors

(Continued on page 80)
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LEFT, THE NATIONATL FOOTBALI. LEAGUE CUP, THE SAM MAGUIRE CUP
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5 Office—41413

PHONES .
{ Visitors—453401

WHEN IN DUBLIN

Stay at

BELVEDERE
HOTEL

(Under New Management)
FULLY LICENSED

H. and C. WATER
IN BEDROOMS

Ingiiries invited from G.A.A.
Clubs

Terms Moderate

Excellent Luncheons Served Daily

Great Denmark Street
(Gardiner’s Row)
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B. W. CREDIT CORPORATION LTD.

11 Nassau Street, 34 Grand Parade
DUBLIN CORK.
67206/7/8 24429

Managing Director: Fergus S. O’Neill.

THE WEE COUNTY FOR BIG CHICKS
ALL BREEDS AVAILABLE FROM JANUARY Ist
PULLETS, COCKERELS AND AS HATCHED

Write, phone or call immediately

DUNDALK HATCHERY
RODEN PLACE, DUNDALK

¢
DUNDALK HATCHERY l
'"PHONE 4082 |
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LEINSTER ROUND-UP — from page /3

swepy majestically through the shattered
blue and gold clad ranks of Tipperary
and Kilkenny minors administered their

* biggest-ever beating to the Tipp. miners.
“  O'Donnell, Rackard, Flood, Kehoe,
Wheeler and Morrissey showed us that
day that the passing years had not
dimmed the lustre of their hurling, while
the Noreside youngsters reminded us that
a Kilkenny resurgence cannot long be
delayed.

Carlow juniors completed a memorable
season for Leinster hurling by taking the
home title and narrowly losing the final
proper to London after two closely-fought
games. Lack of experience, above all
else, was their downfall in the replay.

Westmeath, Kilkenny, Dublin and
Wexford contested the provincial senior
hurling semi-finals in that order, Kil-
kenny, as expected, reached the final, but
few could make up their minds about the
outcome of the other pairing.

On one of the few really hot days of
the summer the match took place in
Kilkenny. When it was over, we Were
just as wise as ever, with Lar Foley’s
desperate last effort saving the day, and
earning a draw, for Dublin.

In an effort to infuse punch into the
attack, Dublin introduced Kevin Hef-
fernan for the replay, but the football
wizard was forced to retire early in the
game, With Willie Rackard his old com-
manding self again, Wexford got through
and the Model County was on the
march,

THE SHOW-PIECE

For me, the Leinster final was the
hurling show-piece of the year. At times,
Wexford moved in impressive fashion,
but Kilkenny, true to tradition, were
storming the opposing goal at the end,
and the final whistle saw but a bare two
points between the sides.

When I heard that Tipperary had
come out of Munster, I was glad that
Wexford were Leinster champions, and
the boys in purple and gold didn’t betray
our confidence,

CLUB DOUBLES

In club circles, most counties finished
their championships in good time. St
Vincents brought off the senior double in
Dublin, a feat they accomplished more
than once before. The Wexford town
club, Faythe Harriers, did likewise in the
Model County and were the first to
achieve the double down there. It was
also their first wvictory in the county
senior hurling championship.

Navan O’Mahony’s and Trim retained

KEVIN HEFFERNAN

the senior football and hurling titles n
Meath, while, in Louth, Kevin Beahan
and his men from Ardee took senior
football honours and threw in the county
hurling championship for good measure.

Peter Nolan took time off during his
trip home with New York's Brendan Cup
squad to help his native Clara capture
their first Offaly senior football title after
two tremendous games with Tullamore.
Drumcullen retained the (’Connor
County’s hurling crown.

New champions in both codes is the
report from Laois, where Borris-in-

Ossory (hurling) and The Heath (foot-
ball) regained titles held in recent years.

In nearby Carlow, Eire Og from
Carlow Town swept aside the county’s
best football teams in impressive fashion,
but the hurling championship has not

_yet conclud ed.

SOME RECORD

That great hurling combination,
Bennettsbridge, took yet anether Kil-
kenny title to round off a marvellous
year, in which they also won no less than
five hurling tournaments against the
cream of the country’s hurling clubs and
qualified for the final stages of two
others yet to be decided.

The Kildare senior football title re-
turned to that great stronghold of the
game, Carbury, while Broadford took the
hurling crown to give that enthusiastic
veteran, Dermot Burke, another trophy
for his collection.

Down Athlone way they celebrated the
senior footballer’s sixth-in-a-row in
Westmeath, and Castletown-Geoghegan
regained the senior hurling title.

Killoe folk in Longford went wild with
delight when the local Young Emmets
won the senior football championship for
the first time in 45 years, while St.
Patricks from Wicklow Town retained
the senior football crown in the Garden
County.

Finally, I must not forget to mention
that Dublin hurlers won their first senior
honour since 1952 by beating Kilkenny
in the Walsh Cup final, The evergreen
Des Ferguson was the only survivor of
the Leinster champion side of 8 years
ago to share in this latest success,

Well, that's about all I have time to
mention in this review. If I have
omitted anything, I pray the readers’ in-
dulgence and wish them a happy
Christmas, a bright New Year and plenty
of good hurling and football in 1961.

IRISH MADE STATIONERY g
OF SUPERIOR QUALITY -
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NVARIABLY when one comes to cast his eye back over the happenings of any one year, one is
tempted to immediately express his thoug hts as follows—it was a wonderful season. Never can
these remarks be nearer to the truth in relurmn to the happenings of the National Cycling Associa-

tion’s activities throughout 1960.

The Association’s showpiece
readily bears this out, for the 8th
Ras Tailteann displaved to the full

the proud position which the
N.A.C.A. hold in lreland.
They are denied international

competition but they sull prosper.
Those who thronged O’Connell
Street on July 31st for the the start
of the mammoth 1,000 miles event
got full proof of the place they hold
in the sporting life of the country.

Cyclists from fourteen Irish coun-
ties and a team of exiles presented
a wonderful sight and while the
weather was not up to the mark,-it
did not damp- the riders enthusiasm.

By PADDY HOARE

ISGGGHHSHEHHGSSHGHHSGSYRSY

Resplendent in their County jer-
sies, they moved off from the
G.P.O. from the fall of the flag,
performed by President Jim Killean,
and rode in orderly formation until
Whitehall or the Swords Road was
reached,

By now the roads were flooded
but they were not disturbed, On they
went at a terrific pace and at An
Uaimh, President Killean, in com-
pany with Mr. J. Hillard (Minister
for Post and Telegraphs), were there
tc see them through.

From there the 81 starters still
rode through driving rain to Cavan
where 19-years-old Dan Ahern, of
Kerry, won the opening day.

' CRASHED INTO A COW

Short at the finish of one of the
finest names in the Association—Con
Carr of Kildare. He crashed into a
cow and had to pull out of the race
with injured ribs which necessitated
his detention in the local hospital
for over a week.

Throughout Ireland the race
brought out the crowds, no bigger
indeed than in Killarney., And when
they reached their destination down
the main road in the Phoenix Park,
seven days later, a crowd of unprece-
dented proportions saw Sean Dillon,
of Clann Brugha and the Dublin
team, win the final stage,

But the hero of the race was the
young Kildare rider, Paddy Flanagan,
of Monasterevan, who won the over-
all title comfortably from Dan
Ahern, of Kerry, with another
Kerry rider and former winner of the
race Mick Murphy third. His win
broke the monopoly which the Kerry
and Dublin riders had held in the
race. Flanagan i1s a rider with ability,
a sense of road tactics and one who,
if he went to the Continent (what a
pity the N.C.A. are barred from
international competition) could
show them over there a thing or
Wo.

Dublin, in the team race, retained
their title and they were more than
worthy of it. Placed were three mem-
bers of the Clann Brugha Club. . 4th
was S. Dillon; 5th, S. Murphy; 6th,
S. O'Hanlon, with the Dublin Co.
Chairman and Dublin captain in the
race, Mick Christle, being the fourth
member,

= ———e

Meath gained runners-up honours,
with luckless Tipperary third, From
what we hear from the Tipperary
Board’s Convention it looks as if they
have plans in hand to give Dublin a
very worthwhilé challenge next season.

FEW SURPRISES

The Road championships provided
a few surprising results. Murt Logan,
of Clane C.C., a very grand rider,
won the 100 miles massed start All-
Ireland championship from the well-
known Willie Hasely, of -the St.
Patrick’s C.C., Meath, with favourite
Seamus (’Hanlon, Clann Brugha,
third.

Though beaten in this race, O’Han-
lon made up for his lapse Iater in the
season when breaking the 25, 30 and
50 miles time trial records.

In winning an open 25 miles on
the 28th of June on the Navan Road
he set a new Association record of
58 mins., 19 secs, In July he won

(Continued overleaf)
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St. PIUS X

pleads with you to help build a Church in his honour and that

there are only 31 resident Catholics. |t is a Mass Centre since
1936,

Sum required: £10,000. Thanks
Ireland and Scotland,

Catholics of Britain,

- stands at:

Please write to:

Our Lady’s Bangor,
God Bless you!
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CYCLING REVIEW

from previous page

the All-Ireland 25 miles T.T. cham-
« pionship in 1 hour and 1% seconds
over the same distance. His 50
miles T. T. record attempt was also
cuccessful and he culminated a
wonderful year on the road when
breaking, by over two minutes, the
30 miles T.T. record set by Matt
Marlow with a time of 1 hr, 11 mins.
1 sec.

But while Seamus won several
other great races—Ras Mumbhan, the
three day — he also made his pres-
ence felt on the track, He finished
second in the 1,000 metres in the
All-Ireland  championships, and
capped all his achievements with a
win in the five miles point-to-point
title race. Now he had come on the
scene—track, road and time trialist.
He is my CYCLIST OF 1960.

Paddy Flanagan, Monasterevan and
the Midland C.C., is another great
rider. He won the Ras Tailteann,
and 50 miles T.T. titles, but knowing
his sporting qualities, I doubt if he
will quibble over his great rival
O’Hanlon, though dowa tne field in
Ras Tailteann, if he is given rider
of the year “AWARD.”

STRANGE HAPPENINGS

On the track we had strange hap-
penings. Corkman Frank O’Sullivan,
did get more “gold” but his total
was a little less than in previous
years.

Frank, again a great sportsman,
may have reasons for his loss of
form, he had some family bereave-
ments and accordingly he could
not give his full ume to training
... yet he did well.

Mick Finnegan, of the Harp C.C.,
took from him, in a great finish, his
Harry Reynolds Memorial Trophy,
awarded for the All-Ireland mile at
the annual Guinness Sports at
Iveagh Grounds.

Though beaten in this event he
still maintained his form, won the
880 yards title at his home track,
Fermoy, and gave a wonderful dis-
play of fitness when beating Finne-
gan for the 440 yards All-Ireland
title at Iveagh Grounds—by three-
quarters of a length on Sunday, 24:h
July.

That afternoon, D. Byrne, of
Wexford (St. Christopher’s), a well-
established Leinster track and road
cyclist, created something of a
surprise when winning the 1,000
metres title from S. O’Hanlon and
J. Nolan (Harp C.C.).

Young Byrne is another to watch
in 1961.

Throughout the provinces the pro-
gress of the game is exceptional. In
Munster, on the road and track, the
Council are more than satisfied with
the appeal for the game. The Mun-
ster B.A.R. road championship pro-
vided a wonderful impetus for
cycling. The individual winner was
clear-cut but only Convention de-
cided that St .Finbarr’s, Cork, who
had three scoring men in the 25 and
50 kilos events would be nominated
the team winners.

PROGRESS
In Connacht and Ulster the sport
makes progress but both provinces
would do well to keep in touch with
the other provincial Councils and the
Central Council of the Association.
A letter’s cost is only threepence,
possibly more, but apparently the

provincial delegates are reluctant to
put a letter in the post, informing
the Council of their races. This does
not happen in Munster — will Mun-
ster rule at this year’s Congress?
They should for Leinster, Connacht
and Ulster have not measured up to
their strength.

Take, for instance, the Clonmel
C.C’s three-day Ras Mumbhain. It’s
a model, Ulster’s two-day is good,
but Munster comes out on top. It’s
second to Ras Tailteann!

But in the final summing up are
records, stage races and what have

you, the be all and end all of Irish
cycling? Yes, they are a means to

this end, but what end.
UNITY MUST FIRST COME INTO THE

GAME IN IRELAND BEFORE CYCLING
AN FLOURISH. THE N.C.A. CAN,
THROUGH RAS TAILTEANN, BRING

AROUT THIS END. THE WILL AND THEY
("AN IN THE VERY NEAR FUTURE,
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BALLYMASCANLON HOTEL

Dundall,

Situated amid some of

in the

A HOTEL WITH A DIFFERENCE

Co.

Ireland’s most
magnificent scenery, Ballymascanion Hotel
offers all the comforts of a modern hotel
setting of a gracious country
house. Superb catering, spacious lounges,
Juxurious bedrooms and bathrooms, and
efficient and friendly service make a stay | request.
at Ballymascanlon Hotel an experience tu‘

be remembered with pleasure. |

Louth ' l

Ballymascanlon
Hotel is also a
favourite spot
for weddings.
conferences and
functions of all
kinds. [llustra-
ted brochure on

Phone Dundalk
4724/5

HOTEL METROPOLE
CORK

® Goaels all given a warm welcome

® Specially reduced terms to Gaelic

Football and Hurling teams.

‘Phone 23271-5
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t ROLL OF HONOUR — 1960
2

;‘fr ALL-IRELAND CHAMPIONSHIPS Minor  do. Galway Roscommon
A Wi Junior Hurling Roscommon Mayo

8 : \ il Runners-up Minor  do. Roscommon  Mayo

& Senior Hurling Wexford Tipperary Accident Fund

% Juplur do. London Carlow (SF) Comp Galway Mayo

% Minor  do. Kilkenny Tipperary i :

& Senior Football Down Kerry LEINSTER

5" i':;.mw jﬂ' Dublin London Senior Hurling Wexford Kilkenny
4 inor 0. Galway Cork Junior do. Carlow Wexford

/1 Minor do. Kilkenny Wexford
a3 NATIONAL LEAGUES Senior ~ootball Offaly Louth

47 ; . Junior  do. Dublin Meath

#  Hurling Tipperary Cork Minor  do. Offaly Louth

A Football Down Cavan Walsh Cup (5.H.) Dublir Kilkenny
:ff O'Byrne Cup (5.F.) Dublin and Louth have qualified
; ST. BRENDAN CUPS for final

:,; Hurling Tipperary Mew York MUNSTER

Y Football Down New York Senior Hurling Tipperary Cork

3 Junior  do. Cork EE]'W

% Minor do. Tipperary alway

A . RAIWAR CUES Senior Foothall Kerry Waterford
; Hurling Munster Leinster Junior  do. . Kerry Cork

% Football Ulster Munster Minor do. * Cork Kerry

i

% ULSTER

A e

' WEMBLEY TOURNAMENT Cariod Tasiall B Cavah

& Hurling Kilkenny Waterford Junior  do. An‘rri:i s Derry

2 Football Cown Galway Minor  do. Dowreks 4 Momnaghan
% Junior Hurling Dc:w._-_.rn & Antrim

/ OIREACHTAS CUP (H) g W Antrim § Donegal

F Tipperary Cork (5.F.) Derry Cavan

% Dr. Lagan Cun o

A .F. D e

4 GAELIC WEEKLY TOURNAMENT (F) M e R Y

4 Kerey Dublin (M.F.) Tyrone Armagh

8 COUNTY CHAMPIONS

’; SIGERSON CUP (F) :

N

% U.C.G. U.CD. HURLING FOOTBALL

:f, Waterford Mount Sion Kilrossanty

% . Cork Glen Rovers U.C.C.

% ARMY. CHANVISS NS Kerry Ballyduff John Mitchels or
& Hurling Southern Com- West Kerry

A mand Clare Ruan Kilrush Shamrocks
A Football Air Corps Limerick Kilmallock Western Gaels
& Tipperary Toomevara Thurles Crokes
PROVINCIAL CHAMPIONS b Fohensah aam ﬂ:;:

% : :

¥ - Sligo Ballizodare

I,E:_ SN NAGE Leitrim Meirin Gaels
::’:, Seniar ~ootiall Galway Leitrim Roscommon Tremane United Stars
v Junior  do. Galway Leitrim (Creggs-Oran)
$ HHEGGEGGEHGI60
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 GALLOWGLASS CEILI BAND

STARS OF RADIO, “TOP RANK,” “BELTONA” AND “COLUMBIA’ RECORDS
PAT McGARR

WISHES ALL SUPPORTERS AND FRIENDS A HAPPY CHRISTMAS

MARION VILLA, BLESSINGTON ROAD, NAAS, CO. KILDARE
Phone: NAAS 269
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HURLING FOOTEALL
Louth St. Columcilles St. Mary's |(Ardee)
(Ardee)
Meath Trim Navan O’'Mahonys
Westmeath Castletown- Athlonz
Geoghegan
Longford Killoe Young JIMMY DOYLE
Emmets
Dublin St. Vincents St. Vincents Tipperary's “"wonder
Kildare Broadford Carbury y
Laois Borris-in-Ossory The Heath boy,” who notched a
Offaly Drumcullen Clara total of 11 goals and 51
Wicklow St. Patrick’s (Wick- , _ , _
low) points in championship,
Wextord Faythe Harriers Faythe Harriers
Carlow Leighlinbridge, St.  Eire Og ledge. And, tournanent
Molings and Erin’'s games with Tipperary
Own {(Muinebeag) A
remain 5 Y this year, BELOW —
Kilkenny Bennettsbridge Railyard ¢ Willi Jack
Donegal Lifford St. Eunan’'s (Letter- j’; G RSN
kenny) ; goalie, saves a Kilkenny
By fellaghy.hyoits X shot in the Walsh Cup
Antrim Rossa St. John's % final a+ Croke
Down i Newry Mitchels § _
Armagh e **«¢ Lurgan Clan Eireann ¥ Looking on are Tommy
or Crossmaglen Rgs. X .
Cavan _— Bailieboro’ f: O’Connell (K.) and Des
Monaghan m——— Scotstown v, % Ferguson.
’k' Monaghan Harps or
«¢«  Castleblayney ¥
/ - }E Faughs b
Tyrone ~——,—-§ Clonoe O‘Rahillys
Fermanagh ety e ﬁ Newtownbutler or

Devenish-Mulleek

B SGGGGE

Situated in centre of City %

Convenient to all places of Interest

Telegrams: “Victoria, Cork” Phone: 20293; visitors: 227261
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P === artraction this
%1\ year is the thrill-

ing Juvenile
Speedway. Kiddies!
drive your car

at full speed
around the track.
Absolutely safe.
Many other super
attractions,
including toys
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7 o galore. Small
M * Open a Budger 3
' ;2/-1-3" Account — no fuss, no deposit secures
?'./ﬂf%:' : extra charge | any toy. Bumper
)

Gifts for all the family—and choosing is so easy :rcals irn:-: Sa:ta

and convenient in our newly laid out store. Thousands of aus, 1/6 each.
bargains all on one floor. FREE CAR PARK *

is available at rear of drapery store.

TODD BURNS & CO. LTD, MARY STREET, DUBLIN
e

Dublin’s Leuding First-Run Houses:

- LOOK TO * METROPOLE
I ODEON | * THEATRE ROYAL
IRELAND LTD * REGAL
AND *x SAVOY
I
I I R l S H | Dublin’s Leading Surburban Houses:
c l N E MAS State Theatre, Phibsboro’; Theatre De Luxe;
. Cabra Grand; Whitehall Grand; Pavilion, Dun
L I M IT E D | | Laoghaire; Fairview Grand; Drumcondra Grand;
Strand; Regent, Blackrock; Royal, Bray.
for the finest e
Christmas When in the South
visit the
Entertainment! g SAVOY, Limerick
e | SAVOY, Cork
.—__-_
‘ ! _ Limerick City Libra
WenGER
3 0002 00232208 9



AT LAST! THE SHOP FOR THE GAELIC SPORTSMAN IS HERE

GAELIC SPORTSHOY

12 LOWER DORSET STREET, DUBLIN Phone 40554
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MANAGER: GABRIEL KELLY
(STAR CAVAN FOOTBALLER)

109, DISCOUNT TO PLAYERS. SPECIAL
GENEROUS DISCOUNT TO CLUBS.
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Football Boots, Hurleys, Jerseys, Shorts, Hurley Balls, Handballs, Camogie Boots, Track =
\

|

I

i

i

|

L

Prop.: G. BOWES, of Bowes' Footwear Stores “i\{r:—

47a UPR. DORSET ST., Phone 40554; 11a AUNGIER ST., Phone 40554; ! GBORGE'S ST., DUN
LAOGHAIRE, Phone 84917.
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l Suits, Basketballs. All styles of Men’s footwear
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RICH DIG t"TW_-'

‘ ' gests Cocoanut Cream Marie
Thin Arrowroot Chocolate Mallow Mikado Rich Digestive 0c

Here are some of the famous, delicious b1scu1ts

WHGL'EM EAL

- ] ] Mariett
Cream Cracker Goldgrain Milkchoc Wholemeal Kimberley Fig Roll ariella

baked by W. & R. JACOB in IRELAND

Made from the finest ingredients,
they are firm family favourites.




G Mlameto Romeinber..
Svivco£¥ArPRODUCTS

-
MANUFACTURED BY

SMYTH & CO.LTD.
BALBRIGGAN

ESTABLISHED 1780



