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attraction this
year is the thrill-
ing Juvenile
Speedway. Kiddies!
drive your car

at full speed
around the track.
Absolutely safe.
Maony other super
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Phibsboro’;
Whitehall Grond;

State Theatre,
Cabra Grand;
Laoghaire;

Strand; Blackrock;

Regent,
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Fairview Grand; Drumcondra Grand;
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THERE are several reasons why firms

place their pension arrangements

with New Ireland. Good, sound, business-
like, proven reasonms.

YOU get really expert advice, expert
on Irish living conditions.

YOU get first-class service.

YOU get keen rates. Keen. You get
an investment for your affairs in
Ireland if vours i1s an Irish business.

You're right...
PLAYERS

Because New Ireland’s total funds are
invested in Ireland.

PENSIONS - ENDOWMENTS - WHOLE LIFE

always consult

NEW IRELAND
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REAMFH-RALF
By Dr. oJ. J. Stuart

(President of The Gaclic (thletic (Tssociation)

UIS athais dom aris cuireadh o * Nuachtan Gael” do glachadh le bea
ar gac duine a d’oibrigh ar son Cumainn Luith Chleas Gael i rith na bliana ata thart. Bi bliain

thar bharr againn, buidheachas le Dia, agus ba mhaith liom mo bhuidheachas a gabhail le na h-oifigigh
de gach ceim, ar na h-imearthoir go leir, a bhi chomh fearuil, agus ar an lucht leanta a bhi chomh

dilis agus chomh sportuil.
Ar son an Chumainn guidhim beannacht an Leinbh Iosa oraibh uilig.

IT is with particular pleasure that I accept once again the invitation of the “ Gaelic Weekly ” to

extend, through the pages of the “Cuchulainn Annual,” my best wishes for a holy and a
happy Christmas and a bright New Year to all members and well-wishers of the Gaelic Athletic
Association both at home and abroad.

The year gonme by, a year which marked the 75th Anniversary of the founding of our Asso-
ciation, has been a particularly memorable one, marked, not alonme by the completion and opening
of the magnificent new Hogan Stand at Croke Park, but by fine, manly and sporting contests on
our playing fields.

Indeed one finds it hard to choose between the wonderful displays that marked the drawn
game and replay between Waterford and Kilkenny in the senior hurling final, and the memorable
achievements of the footballers from Kerry who so majestically won renown on both sides of the

Atlantic.
The drawn game between the hurling rivals from the banks of the Suir, on the first Sunday

in September, held a great crowd enthralled, and their display in the replay four weeks later was

no less thrilling.
Waterford, by their victory, not alone gained ample compensation for their defeat by their close

neighbours and friendly rivals in the final of 1957, but, in doing so, won a new niche for their
county in hurling’s Hall of Fame.

Their victory reflects the greatest credit, not only on the players themselves, but on the hard-
working and tireless officials who have brought their county to the first rank despite difficulties that
we well appreciate.

Kilkenny, too, though defeated, brought fresh honour to their county, went down with colours
flying and showed their heart and tenacity by coming back a couple of weeks afterwards to win the
Qireachtas competition. .

Kerry, sweeping through the National League, went on to complete a fine double by taking
the All-Ireland title after a hard-fought final with a gallant Galway side and added still further to
their laurels by crossing the Atlantic to defeat a powerful New York selection in New York’s Gaelic
Park in the St. Brendan Cup Final.

Whether at home or abroad they brought honour and glory to themselves, their country, and to
the Association. I have not seen a finer set of footballers and sportsmen don the famed green and

gold.
I must spare a word also for the footballers of Down who won through so brilliantly in Ulster

for the first time. Tipperary, worthy National Hurling League winners, also upheld home prestige
by defeating the gallant exiles in the St. Brendan Cup hurling final, while their minors maintained
the county’s wonderful tradition in this grade, with a narrow win over a grand Kilkenny team in a
final that was a classic in itself,

In minor ranks, too, Dublin set a new record by winning supreme football honours for the fifth
time in six years, an achievement which tells its own tale of the work that is being done for our
games in the Metropolis.

But the most heartening feature of 1959 was surely provided by the junior championships. Both
“home” finals were won by teams from our six sundered counties, Antrim in hurling and Fermanagh
in football.

The Antrim hurlers had, in turn, to give best to a brilliant team of exiles, from London, in the
final, but Fermanagh went on to a victory that was, in many respects, the most heart~-warming

triumph of the year, :
All praise, too, to those London hurlers, who are so true to our ideals in exile, and whose final

victory was so well deserved.
Yes, 1959, has been a memorable year. But let us all strive to make each year to come just

as memorable.
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Over 80 m.p.h.

So good == | could drive it down a

Draw a chalk line down the middle
of a road, and I'll guarantee to drive
down it to the nearest inch at 70
m.p.h. That is, if I’'m at the whezal
of a Triumph Herald.

~ After driving racing machines, with
their precise handling, the steering of
many family cars seems awfully
mushy, like stirring blancmange witn
a fish slice.

BEST SYSTEM

Not so the Herald. 1 think it has the
best combination of front suspensicn
and steering I've yet found on any
small mass-produced car.

It's about time some other makers
woke up to the fact that rack-and-pin

SALOON £675 -

Over 80 m.p.h. & 40 m.p.g

TAX £13 (per annum)

COUPE

BN
the news
a gain

and says

steering is the best system for small
cars. Yes, I know that over bumps
there is some kick-back through the
wheel, but it’s not really annoying at
the time, and is more than out-
weighed by the accuracy.

Forgive me for going on about the
steering, but I found it unbelievably
casy to place the Herald precisely,
and that surely makes it very safe
for any driver.

Harry Webster, Standard’s young
director of engineering, has produced
a car that appeals to all the mechanic

in me.

herald

£699

Over 40 m.p.g.

chalk line at 70!

There’s the independent rear suspen-
sion, which is a big reason why the
Herald handles so well. (I suppose
that’s why Stirling Moss has got him-
self a Herald coupe.)
Then there’s the chassis, which nearly
every maker has got rid of but which
most car connoisseurs prefer.
And, at last, here’s a car that doesn’t:
need a grease gun round it every
thousand miles; in fact there are no
lubrication points at all.
The turning circle—only 25 feet—
nearly sent me dizzy demonstrating
it to admiring friends. Jolly handy
for parking.
With acknowledgement to Fack Brabhant
and the “News Chronicle”.

Full details and name of nearest dealer from:—

STANDARD-TRIUMPH (eire) LTD.

Phone 908931

CASHEL

ROAD, KIMMAGE, DUBLIN -

Sales Dept. : PERCY PLACE, DUBLIN -

4

Phone

66971



A LABOUEL OF LOVE

NOTHER year is fast drawing to a close and soon

1959 will be but a figure in the pages of nistory
and record books. With the advent of Christmas
comes the time for compiling the Cuchuiainn
Annual, a task to which we look forward with
pleasure, and on which, we hope, we can look back
with =atisfaction in the knowledge of a job well doune.

Each vear adds its own special memories of events in
the world of Gaelic sport, and 1959 was no excep-
tion. In the pages of this annual we have en-
deavoured to chronicle all the noteworthy features
of the past year, not alone in the realms of burling
and football, but in the kindred sports of handball,
camogie, athletics and cycling as well.

To accomplish this we have engaged a talented team
of writers and sincerely hope our efforts have been
successful.

1959 was a memorable year of achievement for the
Gaelic Athletic Association. For Gaelic Weekly 1t
was also a period of steady progress. Despite many
difficulties, financial and otherwise, we feel we have
done our part in providing Gael Ireland with a
weekly paper dedicated to the ideals of Dr. Croke,
Michael Cusack and Maurice Davin.

This would not have been possible without the staunch
support of our many friends and we now take the
opportunity of thanking our advertisers, readers and
all who centributed in any way, n¢ matter how small.

On my own behalf may I express a word of sincere
thanks to our contributors at home and overseas. Did
they but know how eagerly we look forward to their
notes I am sure they would realise how much their

efforts are appreciated.
To one and all we wish a Happy and Heoly Christmas
and a New Year full of God’s blessings.
G. McCARTHY,
Editor.
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Message

From . ..

(Ard-Runai C.L.C.G.)

sen: e

1s TrACGIL 4n 6CA1D 0OM i
buiocas an Cumainn & ¢ur 1n 1L DO na
hiomdnaite 4gus '00 N4 Pelleaooiri 4
Daln 01Re4aD san cdil amac ovon Cumann
agus 0010 péin 1 RIT na bliana 4TA
cartTe asus buiocas Leis 4 S4abail Leis

bpobal ©0De BARR 4 NOVILSEACT 1
gcomnui.

Dob’ éactac an bliain i 1959 1 saol
an Cumainn 1 moérén sli — 00 Ui
cargoedn AR an gcoiccean 1 DEURMOR
na bpriom-Cclui¢i 45us VO  CUIREAD
blLAE 4R tds 75 bliana a5 an gCumann
TRE 0scallT oISl an ARDA4IN NUua 1
bPaire an Crcarg. 1s LE1R 00 n Cumann
cur cabrutg Nuactdn Sael SO MOR Le1s
Aan bLATG S4an ASUS TATAR buioc 04
¢ionn,

Surdim beannactai na Tollag 4R
Lé1ceoiri w1z Nuactdn Sael.

1 9 5 9 Lt Ersn

R O T L A L

Health and Good Leather

" STEP TOGETHER IN SHOES MADE FROM

GOREY LEATHER

The Georey Leather Company Ltd., Gorey, Ireland




s truly Irish in character

as Croke Park itself . . .

¥

We look back with pleasure on many years of active and friendly
association with the G.A.A. whose enterprise and progressive outlook
continues to make Gaelic games an unrivalled attraction for players and

spectators alike.

Y Iand
i 2 1

THE MUNSTER AND LEINSTER BANK LIMITED

Head Office in Cork, 128 Branches all over Ireland
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—— DAT FANNNING WERITES ON . . .

WATERFORD'S HURLING
1 L OROWN

N October 4th, 1959, Waterford won the All- Ireland senior hurling championship for the second
time. That is a bald statement of fact, but behind that simple sentence is a wealth of drama,
a story of men who came back to vindicate themse Ives and win for Decies hurling its greatest victory.

The story starts in Fermoy on @ Summer day in
1956, for it was then, in a Munster championship
game with Cork, that this present Waterford team
had its beginnings. Waterford were beaten that
day but out of defeat was born a resolve to sticx
together and win another All-lreland for the
county.

1957 almost saw that ambition realised.
Waterford came out of Munster in dashing style,
humbled Galway in the semi-final and then snared
in an epic Ali-Ireland which was won by Kilkenny
by a single paint on the stroke of time.

-

ALL-IRELAND HURLING

1958 provided a complete anti-climax, Our men were
an indifferent lot against Kerry and suffered a complete
and humiliating rout at the hands of Tipperary in the
Munster final. It seemed that the life of this team had
run its course.

The selection committee was changed but the men of
’s56 and 57 proved that they were still the best at the
disposal of the county, Before the All-Ireland crown
would be secured the men who had been written off by so
many, following that rout at Thurles, would win com-
plete vindication.

Then came 1959. Waterford marched to the League
final and failed to Tipperary. The Decies were not down-
hearted. Their goal was the championship. Towards thet
goal all energies were bent.

John Keane, again, as in previous years, assumed control
of training. That was a good start for every Waterford
hurler has a great regard for this old county stalwart.

Waterford’s march through Munster will not be for-
gotten. Certainly in every Decies home the victory march
will be told and retold for generations to come. Water-
ford folk contend there never was anything quite like 1t
before.

Galway came into Munster with high hopes and were
th= choice of most to account for Waterford at least. But
Galway could not match these sons of the Decies and
their effort faltered and died before the fury of Water-

fordmen on victory bent.
“Tipperary would show up the weaknesses in this

Waterford team.” “The All-Ireland champions—as Tipp.

CHAMPIONS — 1959

then were—would repeat their League triumph.” They
did not. For there were no weaknesses_

Waterford struck, and struck again. From first to final
whistle they bombarded the shocked champions. There
was no respite, no easing of the pressure. It was 2 black
day for Tipperary. It was the brightest chapter i our
story. A bogey had been laid.

Tnto the Munster final against Cork went our men. This
time Cork go: the early grip on things. The Leesiders
appeared to have our measure. Now surely Waterford
would crumble and die.

Bat Waterford refused to die and, thundering back
into the game, they out-paced Cork to regain the crown
they had surrendered so ignominiously a year before. It
was a day of rejoicing in Waterford.

The lone wait followed and people wondered if Water-

ford might not lose their edge. Kilkenny had come out

(Continued overleaf)
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of Leinster and all knew the worth of the Black and
Amber in an All-Ireland. '

People outside our county did not appreciate hcw
Waterford viewed this coming clash. Kilkenny, our
neighbours, were loaded with hurling honours; in relation
10 them we were but a Cinderella.

It is no more than true to say that the ultimate ambition
of any Waterford hurler worth his salt is to score over
Kilkenny in an All-Ireland final. That is at once a tribute
to Kilkenny hurling and proof of the healthy rivalry exist-
ing between the counties.

Sunday, September 6th, 1959 was a great day fer
Kilkenny, for Waterford, and for hurling. It was as good
an All-Ireland as has been seen in mcdern times.

Waterford pulled away. Kilkenny caught us, pushed
ahead and seemed to have the title all wrapped up whea
out of nowhere came Seamus Power and his famous goal
The long whistle sounded and we had earned the right to
fight again.

Coming from behind when all seemed lost our boys
had performed a “Kilkenny” on Kilkenny. Verily, it was
a case of the biter bitten, and yet another bogey had
been laid.

NO MISTAKE
October 4, 1959, must still be as fresh in your mind

as it is in mine. This time there was no mistake. This
time Kilkenny raced to that early commanding lead.
This time they were caught and led.

In the great tradition of Kilkenny teams they tried to
come back but Waterford would not be foiled now.
Hurling with vigour, confidence, and no mean ability, our
men raced to victory.

The All-Ireland was ours and Kilkenny were the
victims. The dream and the ambition had been realised
and in a manner that will forever stand to the glory of
Waterford hurling.

That briefly is the story of 1959, a county’s greatest
achievement. What of the men who made it?

Starting with Ned Power in goal, and going right
through the lineout that carried the day an October 4th,
T could not find words to do justice to these men. Suffice
10 make brief reference to men who did their duty. and
did 1t well.

Ned Power in this campaign earned ranking with the
best goalies the game has produced. Joe Harney, Austin
Flynn and John Barron won recognition as hard-hitting
full backs who learned in full the lessons of the drawn
game.

Our halves, Mick Lacey, Martin Og Morrissey and
Jackie Condon, coped with every situation and blunted
the Kilkenny attacks before they had a chance to develop.

In the middle stood Seamus Power and Phil Grimes
—Power the tireless and Grimes the man who stayed the
hour despite a badly fractured finger.

There was no suppressing this atrack: Mick Flannelly,
who started our recovery; Tom Cheasty, the bane of any
defence; Frank Walsh, playing a captain’s role; Larry
Guinan, finding new reserves of energy; Tom Cunningham
the elusive, and veteran John Kiely, the man who, more
than all the others, perhaps, deserved that medal. Nor
should Donal Whelan, Charlie Ware and Mick O’Connor
be forgotten. All played their part in a great team
triumph.

There you have it, the victory and the men who won
it. It began in Fermoy three years ago and ended in a
blaze of glory on October 4, 1959.

It was a long road and a hard fight, fought by men
who believed in themselves and in their ability to win in
All-Ireland. They deserved well of the Decies.

A MESSAGE FROM |

Monsignor
Michael

Hamilton
P.P., V.F.

Founder of
THE
GAELIC
WEEKLY

lT is an honour to be asked to send a message
for your forthcoming Christmas edition of the
“Cuchulainn Annual®.

Let me begin by wishing you and the staff of
the ““Gaelic Weekly’" and all your readers a very
happy Christmas with blessings abundant in the
New Year. | pray, too, that in 1960 your paper
will continue to grow in interest and in circulation
and help to keep the spirit of Gaeldom vibrant
and flourishing in the hearts of our people at
home and abroad.

In the few years of its existence the “Gaelic Weekly”
has established itself as a virile vehicle of commentary on
our Gaelic activities, fair in criticism but strong in the
assertion of the fundamental principles that underlie the
Gaelic Athletic Association.

I do not pretend that it has already realised the {uller
potentialities of a Gaelic journal, but definite progress 1s
being made. Circulation is growing and each succeeding
issue is being sought with increasing interest. The balance
sheet reveals that the financial difficulties which must beset
any new publication are being surmounted, and the
worries of the earlier days are being dissolved.

In this respect I must commend your enterprise in
establishing the Gaelic Weekly Football Tournament. It
has been a financial asset, it has become deservedly
popular, and I trust that the counties will conunue to
compete with enthusiasm for one of Gaeldom's greatest

objects.
THE IDEAL

In these days of immediate publication of results
through radio and daily newspaper, vou have commend-
ably avoided detailed repetition of items already familiar
to the public. In fact, the ideal of a weekly magazine is
to emphasise the principles that govern our activities,
to stimulate sportsmanship on the field and in council,
to keep the present generation in contact with our aspira-
tions as Gaels; in a word, to preserve the continuity of
the national tradition.

That policy has been well maintained in the Gaelic
Weekly. The editorials are not merely interesting but
highly instructive, and you have a first-class group of
writers who treat with a freshness of approach and of
expression the full field of Gaelic action, not merely
hurling and football, but handball and camogie. Gaelic

(Continued on page 16)




YET ANOTHER !
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N January Kerry entered the New Year with an uninspiring record, having failed to Derry in

August,

failed to Galway in Tuam in the
enough, was eventually to be the sti

victory trail.
Galled by Galway's victory in
Tuam, and faced again by the

Westerners in Limerick, in a suit-
length tournament early in April,
Kerry prepared themselves indivi-
dually for the task of avenging the
Tuam defeat. They beat Galway that
day in a manner which set the pattern
for most of their subsequent games—
a strong finish, traditional and wvery
determined I might add.

Being frequently questioned
about that game I came to give
the same reason for many of the
successes afterwards. This seemed to
me—after ten years of senior football
with Kerry—to be the fastest Kerry
team I had ever played with.

Tall and rangy up the centre; very
fast on the flanks; average age 24
years; average height, 5° 11”7 and
average weight about 13 st. That is,
I think, statstically, the ideal make-
up of a Gaelic football team.

A good win over Kildare, and a
resounding victory over Waterford,
set us thinking in terms of a National
League title for the first time since
1932.

The Offaly match was an ideal
pipe-opener for the final against
Derry. What a pity that Offaly had
to field without Alo Kelly, a top-class
centre forward, and Peter Nolan, in-
jured in the Railway Cup, one of the
star performers of 1959.

Caltex trophy winner, Jim Mec-
Keever, and his Derry men only went
under after a wonderful game. Patsy
Breen, Colm Mulholland and Denny
McKeever have imprinted their names
indelibly in football lore after their
displays in a heart-rending All-
Ireland final and the 1959 National
League final. They showed us we had
the makings of a good team for, we
reasoned, if we could beat Derry we
could beat most of them.

The All-Ireland series had by now
begun. :

Kerry did not impress in Killarney
on Whit Sunday. Neither did they
against Tipperary. Then came that
nightmare Munster Final and a work-
manlike Cork fifteen in which Eric
Ryan, Joe Sullivan, Liam Power,
Vince Barrett and Niall Fitz. showed

1958 " in the All-Ireland semi-final,

“"Gaelic Weekly '’ Tournament.

By SEAN MURPHY

R T T T A L U R e |

Kerry a trick or two and left the
public with very doubtful opinions
regarding our chances.

But, bit by bit, Kerry’s nonpareil,
Mick O’Connell, began to show that
he could win matches on his own.
Rrilliant, spectacular, breath-taking
and polished, he scintillated and im-

proved with every outing and began to
W

SPORTS STAR. 1926-'59

il

DR. EAMONN O'SULLIVAN

cast doubts on every midfield pairing
that confronted him.

A colourless, bedraggled Kerry
team tramped off the Killarney arena
—bound for where?

Paul Russell supplied the answer
that came readily to the lips of even
Kerry's most ardent supporters when,
in answer to the question from my
brother Seamus, *“ How far do you
think we will go, Paul?”, he replied :
“As far as the 16th.” (i.e. the 16th of
August, the date of the All-Treland
semi-final versus Dublin.)

drawn with Carlow, just about beaten Cork and
That win of Galway's, strangely
mulus that this Kerry team needed to launch them on their

I can see clearly the pitfall that
many writers have fallen into for
many years, and I don’t biame Paul.
Thevy reckon on everyone, team,
selectors and supporters, who, by this
stage, have exhausted their ingenuity,
reserves and rescurces.

ENTER, DR. EAMON

Then enters the hidden and for-
gotten hero of many a year of victory,
modlest, unassuming, quiet-spcken Dr.
Eamon O’Sullivan, trainer incompar-
able, architect of many a famous
triumph, who had to fight, for many

years, .for the recognition which
Kerry’s victory march of 1959
brought him.

The vindication of his methods and
ideals is the perfect answer to the
multitude of non-believers. Were
Gaelic football to achieve the world-
wide recognition and publicity
accorded other forms of sport e
would undoubtedly rank with Percy
Cerutty, Knute Rockne, Jumbo Elliott
and Fritz Stampfl.

Dublin had by now won through tor
the All-Ireland semi-final. They hac
blazed a glorious trail. Could Kerry
counter  this  brilliant machine
powered by O’Leary, Hefiernan,
Freaney, Foley and Flaherty?

Down in Kerry, supporters were
loth to express their thoughts. Even
The Kerryman made depressing read-
ing.

In the Kerry training camp thers
was a quiet air of confidence engen-
dered by the one and only believer in
Kerry’s football tradition and his own
incomparable training methods. His
evening sessions and lectures were
given as if this were just another
game.

Then, on the last night of training
he distributed little printed cards to
each of the team bearing the words:

WINNING FORMULA v, DUBLIN

1959

(1) Close, continuous coverage.

(2) Fear fatal fouling.

(3) Occupy oven spaces.

Thwarted in his 1ast artempt to find
alliteration he smiled and fervently
hoped it was not a bad omen for the
following Sunday.

(Continued on next page)



The Kerry-Dublin match was one
of the greatest in which I have ever
played. Victory did not come the
way of superb performers, Dublin,
who were sporting and magnificent 1n
defeat. The Foleys, Freaney, Heffer-
nan and Jim Crowley scaled new
heights of football prowess.

What a pity Mark Wilson had to
miss this second chapter in the
modern Kerry-Dublin saga, He also
missed the first in 1955. I hope he

won't miss the third 1if it occurs in
the near future.

f"hat mateh was a personal triumph
for Mick O’Connell and also for
Michael Dwyer and Paud Sheehy.
Paud’s brother, Nidall, vindicated the

celectors confidence and showed all

the signs of becoming a great full-
back and worthy occupier of the gap
so admirably filled by the genial,
broad-shouldered and wmore than
adequate Ned Roche.
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Galway had by now disposed of a
highly-rated Down combination in
workmanlike manner. Leo Murphy,
Kevin Mussen and Jarlath Carey must
have learned quite a lot from their
first appearance at headquarters.

I predict a bright future for this
Down team.

They are well-balanced, sturdy and
have loads of football ability. Judging
from a recent chat I had with Arthur
Doran and Maurice Hayes they will
be a tough proposition when they
come down again next year.

Frank Ewvers, Sean Purcell, Stock-
well and Young seemed to have
blended together ideally. Slowly we
began to fear this powerful combina-
tion from Connaught and a new fever
gripped the county. Once again
Dr. Eamon was entrusted with the
team.

HOPES DASHED

A Monday night trial match caused
a stir in Killarney before the final.
Any hopes of a Kerry victory were
dashed by the poor displays of the
30 best players tn the county.

Again unruffled, aloof and unyield-
ing was Dr. Eamon. He had supreme
confidence in his methods and
thought the Kerry team was the
fastest and fittest he had ever trained.

His plan was very much the same
as against Dublin. No pre-arranged
moves, no fancy blackboard football
—fitness, keenness and complete sub-
ordination to the will of the master
trainer combined to give Kerry a
clear-cut victory in the 1959 All-
Ireland football final.

Galway put up a splendid perfor-
mance and left the field as true sports-
men. The heartiest handshakes were
had from the men of the west as they
congratulated Kerry on that cool
September evening.

DOYEN OF TRAINERS

In conclusion I want to air the
thoughts of the present Kerry team,
those of generations of footballers in
years gone by, and many Kerry sup-
porters, and pay tribute to that doyen
of trainers, that old master and un-
sung hero of Kerry's modern football
victories.

DR. EAMON O'SULLIVAN IS A
MAN WHO HAS SACRIFICED HIS
HARD - EARNED HOLIDAYS TO
GUIDE THE SHIP HE SO QFTEN
HAS BEEN ASKED TO PILOT,
THROUGH THE LAST TREACHER-
OUS PART OF ITS JOURNEY TO
SUCCESS. EDDYING CURRENTS,
HIDDEN ROCKS AND WRECKERS’
LIGHTS AILL APPEAR IN TURN
BUT ARE SAFELY NAVIGATED
YEAR AFTER YEAR BY THE
STEADY HAND AND .KEEN EYE
OF THE AGELESS, INDOMITABLE

SPIRIT OF IRELAND'S ONLY
DOCTOR OF SPORT.
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NUAIR A SCRIOB Mé ALT AR AN ADDBAR SE0 ANURAID BT ORM STAIR ATUS STAID NA N-EATRAIVEATR
w15 A Bi ar son Saelacars sa ChHi51d 4 TABAIRT A5us An DUl éun cinn, ndé outl ar geal, A
fmeas. Aé, y mbliana,nil Le Déanam Agam A¢ cinnTAs AZUS LEIRMEAS A scriobad Ac

obainr 1959.

Cii1s na Teansta : An Jaeltact Seo An Tinnream Ar na ColAisti uilig 1 I050.

Si toban na Taedilge an Jael- 1at Lanasa
TACT AJUS, MAR Sin 1S pPeann Tas | | t homLan
A CuR AR STAID NA TEANSEA lLe RUD rl | | lan 02
beas eolAts pan Jaeltacc péin. 6 Co. | 26 Co.|tomLan| 6 Co. |26 Co. 1omLlan| mi
NiL mé A% RAD TUR TS ATUS | | | -
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Scoil-blian 1g56(7 — 121 fomtan .. 578 | 492 | 1070 | 550 | 343 | 893 | 1963
Scoil-bLian 1957,’8 — 110
Lion pa1STi 4 Tuill 4N 'DEANTAS ! o T S 379 | 405 | 784 | 372 | 306 | 678 | 1462

1956/7 1957/8

bun Scoltata .. 2814 2725
MeBn— ., . 19 61
Cearo-Scoltata .. 62 61

lomLan e . 2805 2847

CTororedr 6 na P1O0S0IRT 51N Tur
beas ATRO ATA 4ann,

An Salltace

T4 Lagoh AR Lion nageraobac paom
Comaltas ULad — g3 4 i claruigte
1 1958 4gus nil p10giuRi againn 0o

1059 50 Fo1LL,

15Corn an D1avTaId ni rab A¢ ciig
scoltaca pairTtedc 1 mbliana agus
Bamn Scoil N, Caoimin Déal Feirste
4n Corn. Seo comGRTAS 1 LADAIRT Na
Taeilse, NS na bun scoltaca ins
na Sé Connode. 15 beag aAn uiminr
caig cinn,

TA armacasamail e1le ve COMoORTAS
vo na Mean-Scoltaca, Sciat Mic
Tiolla Drive. T4 04 Scéit ann —
ceann ‘0o ScolTACA Nd NTASUR AJUS
ceann eile o Mean-Scolraca
na gcailin,

Ins an COMORTAS 1 mblidna ni R4D
AC DA scoll Déax, TaAsSORAT — 5,
cailini 7 ; agus bam Colaisce
Nn.MiciL, Ims Ceitlednn, S04 N4
nJasur, agus Clocar T.-losep,
"Vormnat Mor, ceann na tCailin,

Aémabi Lagod ar Lion na Seraobac
ATUS AR N4 SCOLTACA 4 Di 45 cotmlnc
NS 4N Teangaio, Bi meédana mor 1

Lion na bpd1STi 4 Cuaro Ccmy na
Coldisci Sammnraro. Ta sé ColaisTi ar
ObaIR NS 4an Saeltact mar td Rann
na reirsce, Saot-Dobair, Loc¢ an
lubair, Ros Toitl, CLoc-Ceann-
faoLard agus Teileann, agus T4
ceann arhdin, Coi1s-Abann Vdla, 1
zCo. Aontroma 0o PA1STI nac brul
4 Sa1t Taevdilge aca le oul na
Taeltacta,

Anr nodike 15 CeART 4 LuADAD [0
bruil bainT A5 D4 RUD leis an
méaon, (I) Leatni Scéim Coisti na

bPaisti, (2) To mbéro cTrisll
cainnce s na Mean-5coltaca 1ins na
26 Co. 6 Ig961I.

An tutcaé. Nil ann ac cotrom
na témne TATAIRT 4 Deanarh 0on
DAIPEAR S0 — AN Parpéar Jaeovilge
15 A0STA 5S4 TIR S€0 4Nno1s, A¢ armdin
Cimire an Croi MNaopa. 1 1924
bunair an Sagarc O Muiredvars —
gura moroe Teaflac VE€ 4 anam —
bunary sé An c-ULlTad ATus TA se beo
Ldro1R SO pOILL, 4agus Lion na L&
tedirn A5 MEADU FAC bliam,

P RTINS SR

cumann Liig-éleas Tael Na
ColAisci. TFao1 Comairle na
gColdisti Bi 20 Scoltat 4agus
Coldisti clédrnnmgite 1 mblianta 1
Tecomorcas Le I6 anuraro.

S4 peil bBamn na scoltaca Seo
leanas —

Corn fhic Ruari (Simnsedr) —

Scoil na mDrAtar lubar.

11

Corn WRann na Feirste (Eavar
meanac)—
ColLdiste Colmdin, Tubar
Corn na nOg (So61s1r) —
Coldiste Colmain, 1 bar
San lomain. Ni ra1d AC Tri scoLTaca
pAIRTEAC 1 TCOMORTAS Na SIMNSE4R
ATUS sealT Semn 1 SCOMORTAS Na
S01584R,

Sciat dro-Macd (Simnsedr)— MNil
AN comoRrTas criocnuiite o goill.
Coldiste N, Maolmaovosg, Déal
Feinrste agus Coldiste 1Mic Naoise—

Car an Sedrrain,
Co. Adontroma cotrom.
Cowrn na nOg (S615€4R)
Coldiste Oméit, Co. Lugrhaide.

T4 corn eile —Corn  Thic
Matina oo scoltata na MHRATAR
araim. S. Mac Matana, Déal Feirste
A bHronn an Corn ATUS DHRONANM Na&
boinn $a¢ bliam corh maic. ‘

uatréto LAamhe — Sé scoltaca
pdircead. Duarotediri—

Sinnsear — Colaiste [)AORAIT,

Cabin
So1sear — Coldiste 1hic Naoise,
CaR 4n Se4arran,

T4 ROINNT SCOLTACA GRA 15TEAC
1MS haA COMORTASAT AR N4 blianca
DEIREANNACA, '

1957 Omeit sa peil
(Contnued on page 14)



NA NOLLAG

S deacair a chreiditint go bhfuil bliain eile imithe &

shuios sios, ar chuireadh an eagarthdra, chun teach-

taireacht beag a scriobh do léithebiri an phaipéir seo,
:ach, mo léan, is fior go bhfuil.

The year 1959 has been a turning point in the life
of the “Gaelic Weekly.,”” The depressing annual loss
has ceased and the paper showed a profit on the year’s
working. We can look forward with confidence to a con-
tinuation of this.

Our first duty must be, of course, to recover the
money invested in the paper by those people who origin-
ally saw the necessity for a paper such as ours and who,
by their investments, small and large, made it possible
for us to bring it into being. After that our main object
will be to give to our readers a bigger and a better paper.

No one realises better than the directors the many
faults the paper has and the many ways in which it
could be improved. We hope, during the year 1960,
to carry out as many of these improvements as possible.

In one way, however, there will be no change in our
paper—that is the policy. The policy laid down at the
outset still remains the same, viz., to champion all things
Irish. against their imported prototypes, to recall the
Irish people to a sense of their duty to the nation, to
insist that there will be no ban on the national games
in any of our educational institutions and to try, by all
lawful means, to help to remove the unnatural border
which, by will of a foreign power, continues to separate
a minority from the majority of our people.

It always has been, and always will be, part of our
policy to help in the restoration of the native language.

In this respect, as we promised at the outset, our
pages will be always open to any organisation prepared
to do intelligent propaganda on behalf of the language
movement.

SHEEHY

Space, too, will always be available to give news of
the most humble G.A.A. club in the country if the news
items are authoritatively supplied.

Policy then remains unaltered. Other aspects will be
improved. The outlook is definitely good.

I would like at this time of well-wishing to thank: —

(a) the President and General Secretary of
the G.A.A. for their continuing interest
in our efforts, and their very practical
help when requested;

(b) the Kerry, Dublin, Kildare and Down
teams and County Boards for having
participated in our annual Cuchulainn
Trophy tournament;

(c) our advertisers, without whose practical
support our efforts would have been
doomed to failure from the outset;

(d) my co-directors, who give voluntarily of
their time and effort to direct the
affairs of the paper;

(e) our staff (indoor and outdoor), to whom
their strenuous work on behalf of the
paper has been a labour of love;

(f) and lastly, our readers and contributors,
to all of whom, and to Gaels at home
and abroad, | wish Nollaig shona shéan-
mhar agus ath-bhliain fé mhaise. Go
raibh rath Dé oraibh go léir.

___—__—__'_".F-_—__"_'_--_
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BALLYMASCANLON HOTEL

: FAMOUS BARS = Dundallk, Co. Leouth
I * l Situated amid some of Ireland’s most | Bnllym_ns:un[nn !
. I magnificent scenery, Ballymascanlon Hotel :’“"EI ,': also ‘: I
\ SUPERB LIQUORS ' offers all the comforts of a modern hotel fu::u:r:ddiizz,
. GOOD FOOD . in the setting of a gracious country | conferencesand
. house. Superb catering, spacious lounges, | functions of all
Always a friendl P 2. Sp ges, | .. .
. u!tfmusphere. 4 = lu:.ur.iuus I:ledrn.ums and 'buthrnnms, and | ::sdbs;n:ﬂ::r:n
l ; efficient and friendly service make a stay | request.
l * l at Ballymascanlon Hotel an experience to
' I be remembered with pleasure thﬁzﬂugnsdalk
I DUBLIN . ' ; .
. CORK - BELFAST. A HOTEL WITH A DIFFERENCE
P Sy ST T SESY S SRS SN S 8N i - -
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THE N.A.C.A. year
mid-April.

‘Ghe Year In Athletics |

_ opens with the cross-country season which extends from November to
This sport continues to be a firm favourite with all clubs and the ardent follower

is assured of a race a week in the heavy calendar of county, provincial and national championships,
with open and invitation races in addition. | will limit comment to All-Ireland fixtures.

Highlight of the Senior Champion-
ship was the brilliant running of the
39 - year -old Derrydonnell runner,
Willie Morris. Moving effortlessly,
in difficult underfoot conditions, he
finished an easy winner, to retain his
title and take 1t for the fourth time.
Good packing by his team-mates
gave Galway team honours (62
points), with Tipperary (97) in
TUnners-up position.

Galway also won the team medals
i the Junior All-Ireland at Athenry
after a close struggle with Clare, who
supplied the individual winner in Pat
Considine. Pat showed his superiority
when he took the lead from the gun
and, running strongly, resisted the
challenge of Willie O’Dwyer (Tip-
perary) and Tom Litchfield (Louth).

The Youths® title race saw a great fight
for individual hcnours between T.
O’Connor (Wexiford) and G. Williamson
(Derry). Fresh from his Leinster victory
O’Connor found strength for a finishing
burst to collect his first All-Ireland
medal.

Big fields were ccmmon at all pro-
motions at county, provincial and
national Jevel. This was demonstrated
when, on an Arctic February afternoon
in Tullamore, 90 competitors ran over a
course, carpeted inches deep in snow, to
decide the Leinster Novice championship.

The track season opened in great style
on Whit Sunday when, in brilliant sun-
shine, the Irish Universities met the
President’s selection in the second annual
match, Excellent early-season perfor-

mances and splendid organisation, made

this Belfield meeting a grand pipe-opener.

In a great day’s sport pride of place
must go to Harry Gorman (St. Augus-
tine’s) who established a new ten mile
record of 52 mins. 7.3 seconds, chopping
20.9 seconds off Jimmy Cregan’s (Tour -
nafulla) 1956 figures. (Harry, later in
the season, toppled the great Peter Mec-
Ardle’s two and three mile records and
also took the six miles flat championship
of Ireland.)

BEST OF YEAR

Without hesitation I would say that
the Junior All-Ireland Championship
meeting at Belfield was the best I saw
this year. Brian 0O’Callaghan, U.C.C.,
son of Olympic winner, Dr. Pat, stepped
into the circle for the first throw in the
opening event on the programme. With a
mighty heave he sent the hammer 156’ 5”
1o beat the previous best by 35 feet. This
set the tempo for the afternoon.

With monotonous regularity old
records fell, new champions emerged, and
# galaxy of new stars had arrived.

Andy Kilfeather, Sligo Eire Og,
had sensational wins in the 100 and
220. B. Harris, Regional (440);

By P. F. POWER

Frank Hearns, D.CH. (880);
Johnny Downes, Glenroe (Mile) and
E. Thornton, U.C.D. (Hurdles) took

the track events.

In the field events Kevin Prendergast,
U.C.D., broke his 1958 figures with each
of his six putts i the shot; B. O’Cal-
laghan, U.C.C,, D. Toomey, Celtic, and
Noel Smyth, Dundealgan, all comfort-
ably beat the old hemmer figures of 121’
9", Pat McGrath (Hilltown) and A.
Stanley (Carlow) eclipsed the pole-vault
best of 10’ 9”; Denis Toomey got in a
powerful 183" 10” throw with the javelin.

The most remarkable thing, however,
was the age of severai of the outstanding
performers. Many have still two or three
years of further competition in this grade.

The Senior Field and Track Cham:
pionships, limited to athletes and cyclists
reaching certain performance standards,
bring the cream of our Association’s
athletes into friendly rivalry for the
coveted “golds”. Brilliant dieplays high-
lighted the two days’ programme but I
pick two events for special mention.

Six competitors contested the pole
vault. Holder and record-breaker, Dinny
Hyland (Carlow), was faced by a quintet
of youthful aspirants for his title—
Harkin (Civil Service), Nelan (Killamey),
Stanley (Carlow), McGrath (Hilltown)
and L. Gleeson (Nenagh Olympic).
Though no record was broken, all six
cleared eleven feet, with Hyland, Harkins
and Nolan going to 11’ 6” to finish in
that order on fewer faults.

JUMPERS AGAIN

The jumpers again stole the limelight
on the second day. Five cpmpetitors
fought out the high jump. At 5° 107
Brendan Martin  (Dundealgan), Pat
O’Shea (Millstreet) and Macon Mc-
Namara (Roravix) were left 1o decide the
placings,

All crossed six feet. McNamara failed
at 6' 1”. At 6 2" Martin got a =plendid
leap. Youthful (V'Shea tried gallantly but
had to concede victory to Martin. A new
era of hi%h jumping had been ushered in.

Kevin Prendergast got within 20 inches
of Demis Horgan’s long-standing native
record. Denis Tocmey closed the gap
between his previous best and Mick
Gleeson’s 184’ 5 native record.

On the track Tom Riordan’s great
finish in a thrilling mile race gave him
a well-deserved victory over record-holder,
Joe Cunningham (Metropolitan). Par
Considine (Kilmihill} upset the prophets
when he beat Harry Gorman in a fast
four miles which came within two seconds
of Peter McArdle's record time.

- In the sprints there was a fair division
of the spoils .Eddie Thornton, U.C.D.,
took the 60 vyds. dash in a ‘blanket’
finish; John Laler (Kiely A.C.) retained
his 100 yds. and Gerry McShane added
the 220 title to his %ﬂﬂ yards champion-

3

ship. In the Marathon popular Dan
Lennon, Banbridge, regained the coveted
Wakefield Trophy.

Throughout the season open meet-
ings were listed for each Sunday, in
addition to a full programme of
county and provincial championships.
To deal with these would require
considerable space, so I limit men-
ticn to an outstanding meeting in each

province.

In 1949 His Eminence, Cardinal
D’Alton, presented a shield to Armagh
City Harners for competition amongst
Ulster and Louth athletes on an inter-
club basis, with points for first four
placings. The trocphy was retained by
Lourdes A.C. (51 points), with another
Louth club, Dowdallshill A.C. (20) in
second position and Omagh Boys' Club
a well-deserved third. Gerry ‘McShane
had a brilliant double in the sprints;
popular Matt Rudden (Laragh) took the
880 and Mick Jennings (Glenn A.C.) had
dual wins in shot and javelin.

In Connacht the spotlight focussed on
the Ballinasloe Relays. Meet records were
established in eight events and a fleet-
footed U.C.D. quartet of Thomton,
Monaghan, Kilcoyne and Lanigan
knocked one-tenth of a second oftf the
native record for the 4 x 110 yards relay.

In the south Cork Chty Sports are my
choice. The 1,500 metres Champoinship
of Ireland has become the feature of this
meeting. Fast times, thrilling Iinishes
and new records have headlined this race
in other years. The 1959 race is remem-
bred for its *“‘«oggy” incident swhich
ended Joe Cunningham’s chance of match-
ing his speed and experience with that of
Tom O’Riordan, the winner.

In Leinster the highlight was the long-
established Guinness Sports. We saw
Frank O’Sullivan, Fermoy, take his sixth
cycling title of the season and his 24th
in all. And four Irish champions beat
the handicaps to win their events—B.
Martin (high jump), John Keaty
(hammer), K. Prendergast (shot) and D.
Toomey (javelin).

The biggest thrill, however, was to sce
veteran Dermot McDermott sweeping
down the finishing straight to win the
two miles. handicap. Derry first competed
in these sports in 1939—before some of
his presegt opponents were born! !

The Inter-county championships got
off to a desultory start in this, the in-
augural year. After many delays, post-
ponements and other upsets Derry,
Galway and Dublin emerged as orovin-

. ¢cial champions. In the final Dublin took

the honours from Galway in a late-season
fixture. Many motions tabled for county
conventions indicate that drastic changes
in running this event are in the offing.

Nine athletes contested the Decath-

lon championship. Paddy Naughton,
St. Finbarr’s A.C., with an excellent
total of 5,042 points, won this gruel-

(Continued on page 70)
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Ve La Salle, ‘Déal Aca
Seanarg

Coldiste MN-1Micil, 1ms
Cer1tLeann,

CoLaiste TN-Muire, Vian
Dealgan

Nit amras 04 Lagad $o bpuil

cluidi na nSael 5o mait cun Tcosag i
zColdisti Coig ULan, S0 mairro an
SCEéal m4aR sin,

1 1059 tosclaD piirceanna 0Rra
Toire Tressna (Co. dAro Maca),
Port SLeann .Abann (Co.dontroma),
Daile Séamuis Vuib asus Leamtars
(Co. Cabdin), asus 1 zCluatn €015
ceantuisedn Aan cnoc A Bbi Taob T1ar
0en PAIRC aNnsin,

bun Scottaca azus Medn-Scol-
TACAH

TA SOCRU DEANTA COMORTASAT
A reAacTAIL NS na scoltaca ara
EADAR — MEANACA, AJUS TA nA
COMORTASAI paot Lan Tseol ¢eana
1 SCo-Aoncroma Agus Co. an Viin.
CA sotrii DA Déanam posTA pa
COMORTASAT INS NA CEARD-SCOLTACA
t gCo. Muineacain, Co. Than na
nSall, asus Co. Cabain.

Nil an scéal fan 10mam na na
scolTtaca com sasamail. Caobh amuig
ve Co. Aontroma, Co. an Dam agus
Co. 0hGn na nJall nil MORAN_ar sai1l.
Celp slan ar Srnait Lar Caig ULad.
Cinsa FaeDilge 1 5ColAiste Nos
Koill.

Ci1onoLat an CaRsS4A Sen faoi
¢cotmirce Comairle ULan, Diol gad
Coiste Connoae £10lagus Comainle
ULan an curo eile ope’'n Scémm.

FOR QUALITY AND
FLAVOUR IN

Christmas

Cakes

Bread & Selective

Confectionery

YOU SHOULD TRY

MULLALLY’S

hAimmnigean beint as TAG connoae
Le preasTAiIL ar an COrS4A. OMEISIS NS
N4 fFo-cumainn 4 Bi 10NNTa AJTUS AN
Cuspoir 4 DI lLerts an Sceéem wmlug,

Cu1o11 le na po-cumainmn a4 T
otbre 4 Dedanam Tré medn na
Saedilge.

Sedn O Cinéroe, Alp O Muiread-
A5 agus 1. Mac FLomn 4 bi 1 mbun 4an
CORS4A 4TUS D 1% 50 Teal lLeis an
CEAD 14RRACT Se0, CATAR lLe cunrsa
eile 4 reaccdil 1 1960, Dam an
C-a0bar Lle mac Zné ve obair an
Cumainn  agus tTugao  lLéactai o
CAaIMMTeoiri A RaD eolas mait Aca
AR Théite an Leit,

C4 an-molad tuillte ag Comatrle
Ula® 45 an Scéim seo 4 buna., T4
sl againn wmilig 50 n-é1medcan Leo
4 5Cumann agus a gCoige & Jaela 6
bun o bann.

C4 cOom-01bri0 €40D4R N4 Sa4e01L
utligz 1 sCig ULad ; be1d s€ Nios
LArORe TO o1l s an am 4TA le
Ceatt nuair: 4 Béas bun Scribe
banTe amad Againn — Ar DCEANgMD
FeIN 4ASus 4R TClmc peém i n-udctan,
50 0T1510 4N LA 51n 50 Luat.

WE WISH ALL

! OUR READERS

A HAPPY
CHRISTMAS

You can’t beat
THE BEST

*

But you can eat it if you

get your bread from

LYNAM’S

BAKERY
MOATE

Tel, 21

14

RAILWAY CUP
WINNERS

HURLING
Munster (25)—1928, 1929,
1930, 1931, 1934, 1935,
1937, 1838, 1939, 1940,
1942, 1943, 1944, 1945,
1946, 1948, 1949, 1950,
1951, 1952, 1953, 1955,
1957, 1958, 1959.
Leinster (7) — 1927, 1932,
I 1933, 1936, 1941, 1954,
: 1956,
! Connaught(1)—1947.
FOOTBALL
Munster (6)—1927,
1941, 1946, 1948,
Leinster (15)—1928,
1930, 1932, 1933,
1939 1940, 1944,
1952, 1953, 1954,
1959,
Connaught (7)—1934,
1937, 1938, 1951,
1958.
Ulster (5)—1942, 1943,
1950, 1956.

O’CONNELL
BRIDGE

' SCHOOL OF

MOTORING

“DUBLIN’S PREMIER
SCHOOL”

Ring 75288 to-day and make an
appointment

BE TRAINED BY EXPERTS
Ex-National Army Instructors

and

® Comprehensive refresher

COUrses,

® Under expert individual tuition
in 1958 cars,

@ Fitted with dual control.
® Fully insured.

“LET PROFESSIONALS
! DO IT”

No. 1 ASTON’S QUAY
DUBLIN

Hours: 9.30 a.m. till 9 p.m. 7 days

per week. Instructors since 1936
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Hi oli-baitic 1 geonai 101R
ConnrAa® na Taeilge AJus
Cumann Linncéleas Taeveal.
11 h-10nAD SAN ATUS NA
cuspoiri céanna acu nag
mér. Dunaiod an DA Cum-
ann  beagnac A% An  Aam
TCcéANnA AJUS TA S1AD AF
o1briti as LAA A céile O

$01n 1 Leit.

15 cuto woen corhoibrin S0 4an
COMORTAS 10mManaiocta 00V 4R 4
prugtar comonrcas Comais Agars—
COMORTAS 4 Cuirea®n ar bun 4R
maite le ciste Connrad na Saeilge
agus arthaite Le c1ste an OIREACTALS,
15 -pewin gur cabraty bunia  an
COMORTAIS Seo le 45 na Jaellge. 1s
CINNTE, PRE1SIN, SUR CADRMIT S€ Le1s
na cluic¢i, Tan am 436, 15 FEIDIR 4

h-imnriod seadér FTrAoL-
éluici véag 1 TCOMORTAS AN
O1meAcTAIS AJUS A5 Se0 A
Leanas na poirne A Buaig an
CoRn :

Loé Sanman (4) —
1951, 1953, 1955, 1950.
Citl Camms (4) —
1040, 1947, 1957, 1959.
Tatllim (3) —

1950, 1952, 1958. I
At CL1aT (2) —
1944, 1048.
Tiobrao Anrann (2) —
1945, 1949.
Luimneaé (1) —
1939
An CLam (1) —
1054.
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”R4d TO MOEARNA AN COMORTAS 50 An-
canbie AR 4D DON 10MANAIOCT.

Sa¢ blLian bionn SCOT-FOIRNE N4
cine pdimceac san SCOMORTAS ATUS
CA DIMEAD SN SPEé1s 45 MUINTIR Na
n-Gireann ann To OTéANn na sloice
go oti 4n Craob-¢lmce. Dionn
cafoedn na h-imedntda sna Sreat-
¢luiéi  seo ¢Om h-ARD  Le1s  an
ceargoedn gCraob na h-Cireann.

1 mbliana 15 180 towrne Cill
Cammg  4agus na Taillime & B
pairteac san sCraob-cluice. Vroc-14
A Bi ann ac, 1n aMmeoir 5mM 15 uile,
bi slua mait o Leor 1 bPAIRC 4an
Crocars. Da mor an Trud TO RAID an
L4 ¢O6rh oona s AC NiOR CUiR an
DROC-AIMSIR  15Teat  ar  bBuacailli
Citt Cammg agus na Jaillime,

Cluice 'oen céap — scot 4 Bi ann,
Di an Lam i 1ACTAR A5 MUINNTIR N4
Taillime beagnac 1 m1T na cluice. 50
perrmm, bi $140 ¢Om moORrR sin cun
TOSA1E S54n TAaRNA ledal T[o  rad
coSULACT AR N4 CURSAT SO RA1D an L4
leo agus LEAD pre1s Marac TUR
45 OlLlie Dreatnac 4 cil cun oul 1
measc tosarce Ciil Cammms,
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OIREAGHTAS COMPETITION 1999

Rinne O1lle cuma e1le a Cur ar 4n
seluice mar ni Tiisce U 5€ 1 measc
na "octosaite nd rop S€ cual 1stead,
‘Do thismE an beart sin muintir Cilt
Cammmg  O6IR  teasSpamednar  an
mianac 4 DI 10NTU — 4N TEeACT anaR
0D A Cuad ¢Om TAR SN DO CORN
Craobh na h-Gireann a4 bainT oe
Porclairge 1 mbliana,
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games in the colleges—the source ¢f our future strength
—receive a well-merited attention. The Irish language is
duly recognised and I look forward to further develop-
ment in that department.

What further features the paper might introduce is
largely a matter of choice and the opinions and wishes of
your readers have been widely canvassed. I would be
glad to offer £10 in prizes for the best essays on “"T'he
Ideal Gaelic Weekly.”

We must aim at a paper that will be welcome in the
homes of the Gael. In my opinion this involves a more
intimate contact with the clubs and their personnel up
and down the country.

We have our *“big noises” and our championship
winners to whom all credit and glory is rightly due, but
the strength and welfare of the G.A.A. is based upon the
local club and its activities. It was “the men ‘with the
caps” who made the Association when our games had no
attractions other than their own intrinsic appeal to the
heart of an Irishman.

I would like to sez every County Board have its own
column in the Gaelic Weekly so that we would get each
week a summary of the entire activity throughout the
country. Similarly, columns from Britain and the U.S.A.
would widen the weekly appeal.

The “Gaelic Weekly” does help to keep our young
people in touch with the reality of the G.A.A. and in that
campaign it could draw more upon official pronounce-
ments, as, for instance, the President’s address at annual
Congress.

A regular feature of competition or correspondence for
our young people with weekly prizes, e.g. hurleys, to
stimulate their interest; echoes from the past 75 years
of our history to refresh our fading memories, and
finally, a revival of “Boyle Roche’s Bird” would, I think,
be welcome additions as the pages of the paper expand.

The G.A.A. was founded as a reaction against the
anglicising influences of the last century. Its voice and its
principles are as necessary to-day as they were then. In
the modern clamour a nation like ours will be heard only
by the positive assertion of its national characteristics.

An individual does not forego his ego, neither should
a people.

There appeared recently the report of a statement from
one who may well have a say in our future television pro-
grammes, to the effect that we should get away from
introspection, as if the analysis of our own thinking pro-
cess, the criticism of our own actions and the direction
of our national policy was to be reprehended.

It is typical of this false outlook that the Irish way of
life is not fashionable. The only real Ireland is the Gaelic
Ireland. To absorb unnecessarily the qualities of any other
civilisation is to risk losing the happy union of a Chris-
tian and a Gaelic Ireland.

The writings of Tone, Mitchell and Pearse were not
for their day only, but for all ume. Their sacrifice was
not a passing event, but an abiding inspiration.

The Gaelic outlook in games and song and dance, and
in the revival of the national language, is thhe only one
consistent with the assertion of our place amongst the
nations; it must be the theme of our thought and action,
the inspiration of our future progress, Any other leads only
to an inglorious anonymity.

May the “Gaelic Weekly” grow stronger and more
vigorous in the expression of the ideals of the G.A.A. as
outlined by its founder, Michael Cusack, by its first
Patron, Dr. Croke, and as faithfully cherished by its. mem-
bers in the 75 years of its existence.

Guidhim tuiscint ar aigne Gael, misneach ar a gcroidhe
agus rath ar an saothar.
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Quality Conscious?
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Nylons

Gossamer

Sports Wear
“For

ALL

Aircot Underwear

the

Fami]y 17

Fancy ocks

Childrens Wear

Plain Socks

MANUFACTURED BY

SMYTH & CO. LTD.
Balbriggan

ESTABLISHED 1780
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HE THEORY THAT NATIONAL LEAGUES “SUFFER” WHEN VICTORY DOES NOT CARRY
T THE GREAT PRIZE OF A TRIP TO AMERICA WAS LARGELY DISPROVED IN THE 1958-59
SERIES. THE EVENTUAL WINNERS, KERRY FOOTBALLERS AND TIPPERARY HURLERS, DID
TRAVEL TO NEW YORK FOR THE ST. BRENDAN CUP FINALS BUT IT WAS NOT KNOWN
UNTIL EASTER SUNDAY, MARCH 29, WHEN THE COMPETITIONS WERE IN THEIR FINAL
STAGES, THAT TRIPS TO THE STATES WOULD GO TO THE NATIONAL LEAGUE CHAMPIONS.

WHO WILL SAY THAT THE
GAMES WERE PLAYED WITH
ANY LESS FERVOUR BEFORE
THAT CONGRESS ANNOUNCE-
MENT THAN THEY WERE
AFTERWARDS?

I suppose, in the opinion of most
players, a trip to New York is
secondary only to the winning of an
All-Ireland medal. Be that as it may
there is no denying the fact that the
leagues are well qualified to stand
on their own two feet.

This fact, as already stated, was
borne out before Congress sanctioned
this year’s trips to New York, and
by the quality and keenness of the
competition in the present campaigns
in which All-Ireland hurling cham-
pions, Waterford, were held to a
draw by Kilkenny and beaten by
Dublin, and football kingpins, Kerry,
‘were held to a draw by Cork.

My main terms of reference being
a flash back on the 1958-'59 Leagues
I will turn aside from immediate
happenings and, without resource to
newspaper files and cuttings, recall
the most memorable events of those
campaigns.

I have always felt that it savours
of cheating to pore over old news-
paper files when recalling great
games, as the real imprint of a great
match is the fact that the passage
of time does not dull its lustre, or
cause one to forget its character and
charm.

Turning to football my first great
thrill came in November when, at
Tullamore, Offaly drew with All-
Ireland champions, Dublin, in a foot-
ball frenzy, a scrupulously clean one,
that made me oblivious of the cold.

HAD EVERYTHING

Here was a game that had just
everything. The first half was good
but, in comparison with the second
period, it was as lifeless as a murky
November evening. From the restart
to the final whistle it was such en-
chanting fare that I will also regard
it as one of the greatest half-hour’s
enjoyment I have ever experienced.

By JOHN D. HICKEY
(Sports Staff “Irvish Independent”)

In a game in which stars were ten
a penny I was most captivated by the
regal display of the Offaly full-back
—Greg Hughes.

Shortly after that epic came the
pleasure of seeing confirmation of
lowly Leitrim’s upsurge when they
defeated Cavan at Carrick-on-Shan-
non by 3-7 to 2-3. In that game
Packy McGarty and Cathal Flynn de-
lighted neutrals and Leitrim sup-
porters alike. ‘

The next game to leave an in-

delible mark on my mind was that

great encounter between Dublin
(3-10) and Galway (3-6) early in
March at Croke Park. Reporting that
game I stated—". . . This was stern,
close football strife yet always open
and above board—and the man who
had time to decorate his work could

count himself most lucky . . .”

GIVEN OVATIONS

At the interval, and at the call of
time, both teams were given an ova-
tion as they repaired to their dressing-
rooms, and little wonder, so en-
thralled were the 38,862 spectators
with the talent and gallaniry of the
participants.

Johnny Joyce and Kevin Heffernan
starred for the Metropolitans but I
still stand by the conviction that Gal-
way’s Sean Purcell was the man of
the match.

The League decider between Kerry
(2-8) and Derry (1-8) was an event
well worthy of the occasion. Except
for a brief spell in the second half,
when the standard slumped, it was a
pulsating test of skill, strength and
courage. Yet, despite the dedication
of every man to the task on hand, it
was a combat devoid of rancour.

There were other outstanding
games in the competition but it was
only when I had thumbed files that
I recall them clearly. Consequently,

do not qualify for inclusion in
the list of the select.
17

Last year's National Hurling
gue got away to an auspicious
start when, in a drama-packed game
at Cork, the home county defeated
Wexford by 5-7 to 5-6. The first half
of that encounter was thoroughly
entertaining but, my goodness, how
pallid it was in comparison with the
rip-roaring battle-royal that we saw
in the second period.
That was the game in which the
great Padge Kehoe failed from three
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NATIONAL HURLING
LEAGUE WINNERS

Tipperary (8)—1928, 1949,
Il}g;ﬂ, 1952, 1954, 1955,
1957, 1959,

Limerick (6)—1934, 1935,
1936, 1937, 1938, 1947,

Cork (6)—1926, 1930, 1940,
1941, 1948, 1953,

Dublin (2)—1929, 1939,

Galway (2)—1932, 1951,

Wexford (2)—1956, 1958.

Kilkenny (1)—1932,
Clare (1)—1946.

NATIONAL FOOTBALL
LEAGUE TITLE-HOLDERS

Mavo (10)—1934, 1935,
1936, 1937, 1938, 1939,
1941, 1948, 1949, 1954.

Kerry (5)—1828, 1929, 1931,
1932, 1959,

Meath (3)—1933, 1946, 1951.

Dublin (3) — 1953, 1955,
1958,

Cork (2)—1952, 1956.

Galway (2)—1940, 1957,

Laois (1)—1927.

.............................

successive 21-yards’ frees, all in the
space of a couple of minutes near the
end, as Cork supporters watched in
an agony of suspense. Cork were then

only three points in front.

“STONEY” WALL
Next outstanding event in the
League was the power hurling of
Tony Wall, when helping Tipperary
to defeat Clare at Ennis. Such was
the majesty of Wall’s hurling that
day that, at the end of the hour, that
(Continued on page 58)
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DAMASKS AND HOUSEHOLD LINENS
TAILORS LININGS AND INTERLININGS
DUNGAREE DRILLS— SHIRTINGS—TICKENS

ALTER LINENS—SPUN RAYON DRESS GOODS

(zlzeetzmoam & Boyne
LINEN COMPANY |.|M|TED

R ara e YOUR DRAPER CAN OBTAIN SUPPLIES

YOUR GUARANTEE FROM ANY LEADING WHOLESALER

GOODS WOVEN IN DUBLIN AND DROGHEDA
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ACDEVKNIT”

Hosiery and Knitwear

HAND AND MACHINE MADE HOSIERY AND GLOVES

Manufactured by

B. McDEVITT & CO. LTD.

The Glenties Co. Donegal
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CAMOGIE REVIEW

By SEAN O’DUFFY

DUBLIN STILL SUPREME

THE year just coming to a close has been a busy one for officials and players alike. Though

nothing of an outstanding nature occurred

the

game made

steady progress. This is

especially so in Leinster where camogie has taken on a new lease of life in Kilkenny, Carlow, Laois,

Wexford, Longford and Kildare.

Credit for this is due to the fact
that the Leinster Council introduced
a junior competition which has given
the weaker counties an opportunity
to sample inter-county fare in their
own class, This proved a great
success and teams not before heard of
made their mark. Another innovation
was a tournament for champion clubs.
Teams from Wicklow, Laois, Long~
ford, Carlow and Kilkenny competed,
and Ardagh from Longford even-
tually won.

In senior ranks Louth, Wicklow,
Longford, Wexford and Kildare put
. up good performances. Dublin, as
usual, had a bye into the Leinster
Final. Wexford, their opponents,
failed to impress and the champions
won easily. Kilkenny annexed the
Junior title.

In Connacht Mayo had a busy
year and many local games saw the
county face the provincial champion-
ship in confident mood. A 5-0 to 3-1
victory over Galway regained lost
prestige and they followed this up
with an easy 7-2 to 0-3 defeat of
Sligo in the Connacht Final to regain
the crown lost the previous year to
(Galway. Roscommon did not come
up to expectations and failed to make
good in the championship.

With characteristic energy the
Ulster Council is still pursuing a
policy of forthright expansion. While
all affiliated counties are not up to
standard, Antrim and Derry must
still be regarded as equal to any teams
in the country. Their clashes in the
Ulster champicnship and Maguire
Cup are always interesting and this
year extra time had to be played
before a decision was reached iIn
Antrim’s favour.

Down has failed to field a team
in recent years but Tyrone, Cavan,
Armagh and Monaghan, while not
hitting the headlines, are improving
with experience.

BELOW STANDARD

Munster’s efforts this year did not
come up to the standard of previous
years. Clare, Limerick, and Kerry
did not appear in the championship
list and it was left to Tipperary, Cork
and Waterford to uphold the past
glories of the province.

IN FLUENT STYLE

Cork was not so prominent and
when Tipperary put them out of the
championship by 7-0 to 3-2 it was
clear that the Leesiders were no
longer the team that had, down the
years, almost a monopoly of the
honours. Waterford, the surprise
team of the year, then made history
by winning the championship from
Tipperary by 1-3 to 1-2.

Waterford made their first appearance
in the All-Ireland series against London-
Irish at Dungarvan. The visitors made a
very good showing and the big crowd
thoroughly enjoyed the game, which the
home team won by 2-7 to 2-3. Despite
the long journey and other difficulties,
London’s performance proved the exiles

had their best ever tiagam

Waterford next faced Mayo and
this game was awaited with more
than ordinary interest. The game at
Newport attracted a record crowd to
the venue and when the final whistle
sounded the teams were level at 2-2
(Mayo) to 1-5 (Waterford). Extra
time was played and at the end the
teams were again level, Waterford
having scored three points and in a
last minute rally Mayo snatched a
goal,

The replay at Roscrea two weeks:
later was also a close affair, and Mayo
just emerged visitors by a single point
—3-4 to 2-6—to enter the final
against Dublin.

In the other All-Ireland semi-final
Dublin travelled to Casement Park
on July 19th to oppose Antrim. Once
again the northern girls gave the
champions their hardest game. After
a thriller Dublin won by 3-3 to 2-4.

Mayo’s first appearance in the All-
Ireland Final attracted widespread
attention. It was hoped that their two
clashes with Waterford would have
fitted them for offering a serious
challenge to Dublin’s supremacy.
However, this was not to be.

An early Dublin goal knocked the
heart out of the western girls and as
time went by it was evident that
Mayo were not in the same class as
the champions.

Dublin’s stickwork and combina-
tion were a joy to behold and try as
they might Mayo could not hold
them in check. The final score of
11-6 to 1-3 told its own tale and the
title went to the Metropolis for the
18th time.

PROGRESSING

The Inter-Provincial series initiated
three years ago for the Gael-Linn Cup
continues to show progress. This year
was no excepion and an all-round im-
provement in the standard of play
was noticeable.. This competition
was founded to foster the game in the
provinces and to give top-class
players in weaker counties an oppor-
tunity to play in important games. To
date the competition has successfully
achieved its objects.

(Continued overleaf)



Leinster have been successful every
'year since its inception although they
had a very close game with Munster
this year, and only survived a hard
game by a margin of two points.
Ulster in the other semi-final had a
close call from Connacht, the score in
their favour being 3-4 to 3-3.

The final at Casement Park re-
sulted In a 6-0 to 1-3 victory for
Leinster over an Ulster side that feil
away after a good first half.

The Ashbourne Cup games took
place at Cork. Feature of the touraey
was the fact that while Dublin won
the Cup they were defeated by a
strong team from Queen’s. The latter
have yet to put their name on the
trophy, but in recent years a notice-
able improvement in their play has
been apparent. Perhaps the coming
year will see still further improve-
ment. Let us hope that soon Queen’s
will bring the trophy over the border
for the first ume.

U.C.D. and U.C.G. finished lavel
on points but the Dublin girls’
superior aggregate score gave ‘hen:
the spoils. They scored 14-1 to 12-0
for Galway.

DISCOURAGING
Far from encouraging is the report
received from the provinces regarding the
progress in the colleges. It is not easy to

find a reason for this, though perhaps it
may not be out of place to suggest that
the authorities show little evidence of any
interest in the game,

While Dublin has a number of
teams, not all of them take part in
competitive games. This in itself is
a great drawback because it is well
known that the students themselves
are very keen to take part in the
League and Championship. The
latter was revived this year and Holy
Faith (Clarendon St.) beat Maryfield
(Cross and Passion), Drumcondra, in
the final.

It would be great if all the Colleges
took part, as nothing stimulates a
game like competition. Where teams
exist in the provinces, visits to the

r--------‘.-'.'

i CAMOGIE ON TV.

R the first time ever

Camogie was televised at
Casement Park on Sunday,
July 19th, when Dublin met
Antrim in the All-Ireland
semi-final. Both the picture
and the commentary were
satisfactory. This was done
by the B.B.C.

What a contrast with our
own Radio Eireann, whose
officials have repeatedly re-
fused to broadcast our own
All-Ireland Finals ! ! !

Camogie Title-Holders
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; "Dublin (18) — 1932, 1933,
city should be encouraged, and return 1937, 1939, 1942, 1943,
games arranged, 1944, 1948, 1949, 1950,

A fruitful field exists in the schools 1951, 1932, 1953, 1954,

s 1955, 1957, 1958, 1959,

and ::'ulieges for those charged with Cork (6)—1934, 1935, 1936

organmsing camogie so 4as to ensure 1938, 1940, 11941, ' '

a constant supply of new talent. This Antrim (4) — 1945, 1946,

is the only way in which the future 1947, 1956.

of the game can be assured. ’---------—.
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ATTENTION ALL G.A.A. CLUBS
For your next Ceili and Old Time make sure of success by booking the

DUNDRUM CEILI BAND

Enquiries invited to Manager. Phone: Dundrum 234.
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g R Cumann Luith-Chieas Gael
Sincere 5 § COMHAIRLE ULADH |
: R ULSTER COUNCIL G.A.A. 4
N GOOCJ WISheS N S.F. CHAMPIONSHIP FIXTURES—1960 4
1; #i‘ June 5th: Er
5 DERRY v. ARMAGH at Magherafelt. ;
_ for a ﬁh %  June 5th: ;‘L
1’-'{ ?- ? CAVAN v. DONEGAL at Cavan. 2
31 r 2 June 12th: 4:
i ¢ e ANTRIM v. DOWN at Belfast. "
%  Happy Crispness # § ju. oo -'
3 28 TYRONE v. MONAGHAN at Dungannon.

;J {':'- June 19th: o
; 1S FEIRl'viANAGH v. CAVAN or DONEGAL &
L Ak at Irvinestown or Bundoran. %
g from: 4N July 3rd: /
Semi-Final “A” (ARMAGH/DERRY v. %
AR CAVAN/DONEGAL/FERMANAGH). ;
N . N July 10th: Y
w TAYTO LTD. i Semi-Final “B” (ANTRIM/DOWN v. §
e MONAGHAN/TYRONE). %
U ,n;ﬁ July 24th: i
S N 4 FINAL.




FOOTBALL—by Sean Murphy

EFORE a record crowd at Gaelic Park,

New York, Kerry captured the St. Brendan
Cup after what was acknowledged as being
one of the greatest football games ever seen
in the city of skyscrapers. The final score of
2-11 to 1-8 gives no indication of the epic
struggle which ensued before the exiles con-

ceded defeat.

From the throw-in it was a good
hard, honest-to-goodness match be-
tween well-matched fifteens. New
York had a first-class selection on
duty. They played very good con-
structive football, excelled at high
fielding and were a much better side
than Galway.

Up to the last ten minutes Kerry
were in serious trouble and in the end
it was the All-Ireland champions’
superior speed and fitness which were
decisive. These assets, major factors
in all Kerry’s 1959 games, were never
more wanting ihan against New York.
New York had piayers fit for places
on any team in Ireland. Eddie O’Sul-
livan led his men well and his brilliant
football time and again harassed the
Kerry defence.

They fielded well, covered off in
style, hit hard, but fairly, and gave
the Kingdom attack a worrying hour.
Sean Brennan, Tom Gallagher and
Paddy Casey excelled in this depart-
ment.

Jim Foley, a Kerryman, was their
best midfielder while O’Sullivan had
able assistants in attack in Tom
Moriarty and Mick Furlong.

Kerry displayed all their usual ac-
complishments, The defenders treated
the crowd to typically high Kerry
fielding and all emerged from the
game with reputations untarnished.

Kevin Coffey and Seamus Murphy
had really good games at midfield and
were always one too many for
different New York pairings.

The attack again impressed with
their point-scoring from long range.
John Dowling led the line in inspiring
style while Paudie Sheehy crowned a
fine display with a wonderful goal.

All in all it was a most satisfying
game. Spectators got good value for
money and many were satisfied with
a Kerry victory. They gave the All-
Ireland champions a reception that
had to be experienced to be appre-
ciated and their enthusiasm had to be
seen to be believed.

New Yorkers wanted to see were
Kerry as good as reports stated. 1hey
found out that they are, and in the
process were treated to a great game.

They also saw the All-Ireland
champions being led with ten minutes
to go and saw a real traditional Kerry
finish which left everybody, including
the Kerry team, happy.

ST.BRENDAN
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HURLING—by Tony Wall

ANXIGUS to regain, in some measure, the
prestige lost in their humiliating cham-
pionship defeat by Waterford, Tipperary
hurlers travelled to New York determined to
bring the St. Brendan Cup back to Ireland.

Twelve months previously New
York had come to Croke Park and
served up a power-packed display of
hurling to capture the trophy from
Wexford. Mindful of that perform-
ance Tipperary were under no illu~
sions as to the task in front of them.
They meant, however, to give the
exiles a taste of Tipperary hurling
at its best. How well they succeeded
is shown in the scoreline which read,
Tipperary 4-11, New York 1-5.

This was undoubtedly Tipperary’s:
best performance of 1959. From the
throw-in they set about their task in
determined, relentless fashion. Frills
were absent as the ball was kept ox
the ground and hurled from wing to
wing so that New York were carly in.
trouble.

Inaccurate shooting, and fine goal-
keeping by New York’s Paddy Flem-
ing, kept the score down and spas-
modic home raids troubled the Tipp.
defence. Jim Carney, John O’Meara
and Ralph Prendergast had near
misses before Tipperary weathered
the storm and came away to lead
by 2-3 to 0-3 at half-time. -

In the second half Tipperary, with:
the advantage of a slight breeze and
the sun, showed more accuracy and
added 2-8 to their tally. They were
never in danger of defeat and ran out
easy winners over a disappointing

- New York fifteen.

This was a victory for team-work.
Through the field Tipperary showed
no weak links. Backs and half-backs
were soundness personified and gave
ample cover to a top-form Terry
Moloney. The forwards combined
effectively with Jimmy Doyle and
Donie Nealon notching some neat
scores.

New York seemed too keyed-up for
the occasion while their spell of
special training seemed to have been
overdone. This was proved on the
following Sunday when, hurling in
more relaxed mood, they turned the
tables on Tipperary in a challengs
game,

To their credit, however, they
stuck to their task to the end. Lady
Luck frowned on their efforts at times
but they could not match a visiting
side playing at top form.

Feature of the game was the sports-
manlike manner in which it was
played. Pulling was fierce but clean
as Tipperary gained the St. Brendan
Cup to compensate in some measure
for their championship defeat.



INETEEN HUNDRED AND FIFTY-NINE HAS BEEN ONE OF THE BEST YEARS EVER FOR
GAELIC GAMES IN BRITAIN. A RECORD NUMBER OF 155 CLUBS AFFILIATED TO THE

SIX COUNTY BOARDS FUNCTIONING ON THIS SIDE OF THE IRISH SEA. THESE WERE MADE
UP AS FOLLOWS: LONDON, 72 CLUBS; WARW ICKSHIRE, 34; GLOUCESTERSHIRE, 17; LAN-
CANSHIRE, 14; YORKSHIRE, 11; AND DERBYSHIRE 7.

The inter-county games for the
championship of Britain were very
well contested with improved attend-
ances at all matches. In most cases,
in fact, record crowds were the rule
rather than the exception.

In the various counties there has
been very evident progress made in
the past twelve months. Membershio
has increased everywhere but the con-
duct at some games could be better.

The London County Board,
naturally, has been most in the
news. It is the largest and longest-
established and its Wembley tourna-
ment games on Whit Sunday have
served to focus more attention thaa
ever before on Gaelic games in
England. The Wembley venture was
a great success and all over here look
forward eagerly to next year.

With its hurlers capturing the All-
Ireland junior crown the London

By PADDY O'DONOGHUE

Board can well look on 1959 as a
yvear of exceptional achievement. The
footballers proved their worth also
when giving a really good Fermanagh
side a rare tussle for honours.

On the club front it has been a
year of great activity in England’s
capital. All competitions have been
completed, a fact which reflects credit
on Board officers and clubs,

The Gloucester Board is one of the
most improved in Britain. Under
secretary, Seamus Ferguson from
Roscommon, great progress has been
made 1n this area, which stretches
from Southampton to Newport in
Wales.

In Warwick the board is now in
a very sound position. Secretary,
Gerry Flanagan, another Roscommon

man, reports that all competitions
have been completed and that all is
well with Gaelic affairs in the Eng-
lish midlands.

The Yorkshire Board had a very
good year and sent out two fine teams
for the Provincial championships.
They were very unlucky in both and
should be hard to beat in 1960.

Derbyshire is our newest Board
and still has a hard, uphill fight on
hands to keep going. However, pro-
gress 1s being made and the per-
severence of the Derbyshire gaels
will, in due time, reap its own
reward.

Lancashire County Board have no
fears for the future, and are getting
stronger every year. With that grand
old gael, Sean MclInerney, who has
given a lifetime of service to the
G.A.A. in Britain, to lead them, and
a first-class secretary in P. J. Don-

- (Continued on page 58)
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. DOWN'S GREAT YEAR |

T has become customary in some circles to wonder at Down’s sudden emergence into the

top rank of the country

‘s football sides and to regard the present team in amazement as

some sort of mushroom growth, Nothing, of course, could be further from the truth,

Down has been very near the top
for many years without being able to
make the last break-through. In the
early forties, football in the county
was of a very high standard. Indeed
the amount of individual talent avail-
able was, 1 think, higher than it 1s
to-day.

Only the wartime conditions, and
the consequent reduction of com-
petition, I believe, prevented the
emergence of Down as a first-class
side at that ttme. In 1946 the Junior
All-Ireland was won with a team of
exceptional ment but unfortunately
the talent of that side was not fully
capitalised.

I often like to think that I have
watched the development of the
present side since the early ‘Fifties’,
following the establishment of the

All-County Football League and the
rise to prominence of the Newry
schools in Ulster Colleges Football
competitions.

Prior to the inception of the All-
County League competitions in Down

By MAURICE HAYES
(Down County Secretary)

were run in divisional areas. Teams
and players from different sides of the
county met only rarely and the edge
of competition had been dulled by the
too frequent meeiings of the same
teams.

The new league formation brought
ten of the leading sides together,
broke down divisional barriers, and
helped in the development of a new
county spirit.

About the same time, the Newry
Colleges, which had striven in the
interests of the Association from
the beginning (Michael Cusack
had been a professor at St. Col-
man’s, and the Abbey, practically
unaided, had produced a minor
hurling team of All-Ireland stan-
dard in 1932) without much to
show in the line of trophies,
began to sweep all before them.

DOWN — “GAELIC WEEKLY”
TOURNAMENT FINALISTS—1959

First St. Colman’s and then the
Abbey C.B.S., won the MacRory Cup,
and they have both kept winning with
almost monotonous regularity ever
since. It 1s an indication of the
strength of the game in these two
schools that no Ulster Colleges trophy,
Senior, Intermediate or Junior, has
left Newry in the past three years.

IMPORTANT FACTOR
Another important factor in Down’s
development during these years 1s that
the office of County Chairman has
been held by George Tinnelly of Ros-
trevor since 1949. He is a man who
enjoys the highest confidence of all
groups in the county. This has
furthered a consistent policy of team-
building. As well, the Chairman has
contributed to the development of a
fine team spirit, not only among
players, but among selectors, trainers
and officials connected with the team,

which is only now bearing fruit.
Since the war, too, there has been
great concentration on minor and

(Continued overleaf)




juvenile football in Down and many
fine minor county teams have been
produced—Ilargely due to the patient
work of Rev. Fr. Pettit and his com-
mittee. Although no titles came our
way (Down must have been beaten by
the ultimate Ulster or All-Ireland
winners more oOfter than almost any
other team in this grade during these
years) a large reservoir of skilful
players was built up.

All these factors combined in the
middle fifties to make the time ripe
for further development. The patient
work of team-building begun then,
despite an almost disheartening series
of defeats in the early stages, and
despite various temporary set-backs
caused by the loss of players through
emigration, injury, retirement or de-
fection, has now started to bear fruit.

Every effort was made to get games
against the best opposition, especially
southern teams, who would confront
our players with varied styles of foot-
ball. The counties who helped us
at that time have no idea of the value
of their encouragement.

FOREMOST AMONG OUR FRIENDS OF
THOSE DAYS IS THAT LOYAIL DUBLIN-
DOWNMAN, LIAM FERGUSON, WHO,
TIME AND AGAIN, BROUGHT US ALL-
STAR SIDES OF THE HIGHEST CALIBRE.
AS EARLY AS 1955 DOWN WERE UN-
DEFEATED IN THEIR SECTION OF THE

LAGAN CUP. IN 1858 THEY FORCED A
PLAY OFF FOR DIVISIONAL HONOURS
WHICH THEY WON IN 1057 WITH A

DEPLETED TEAM.

WELCOME RETURN

The return of Paddy Doherty,
Tony Hadden and James MacCartan,
three players with senior experience,
was a wonderful injection at the start

of 1958. A junior team was built
round them which included Leo
Murphy, Kevin O'Neill, Patsy
O’Hagan, Dan McCartan, Eamon

Lundy and Seamus Rodgers.

This side swept through Ulster and
would almost certainly have won the
Junior All-Ireland had not the County
Committee, wisely in my opinion, de-
cided to go all-out for Senior honours.
In this they failed narrowly to Derry
in the Ulster final.

A measure of compensation on that
day was Down’s first Ulster Minor
title, won by a brilliant team which
has since given Sean O’Neill and John
Haughian to the Senior panel, shortly
to be followed by Pat Fitzsimons and
Gerry Doran.

It is also pleasing to note that two
more of our “emigres” have returned
from abroad—]Joe Lennon, who has
recently been doing well at midfield,
and P. J. Macllroy, who will shortly
make a return to the side.

At the start of 1959 the County
Committee appointed a Selection

Committee of three and early pre-
paration was made for the new
season’s campaign in what was to be
the greatest year ever for the county.
The first success was in the Semi-
final of the Wembley Tournament
when Derry were defeated by a point
scored almost in the last minute of a
thrilling game.
DID A GREAT DEAL

The trip to London did a great deal
for the team, building confidence,
making them feel somebodies in the
football world, and giving them the
opportunity to rub shoulders on equal
terms with a fine group of athletes and
sportsmen from Galway. Down won

— #
DOWN?’S
GREAT
YEAR

a fast entertaining game by two
points and put themselves in the head-
lines for the first time.

Next came the MacKenna Cup.
After an extremely lucky win
over Donegal in the first round,
and a fine game against Derry in
the semi-final, Dewn defeated
Monaghan in a hard-fought final
to win the trophy for the first time
since 1944,

Then came the championship. A
runaway win over Antrim, a tem-
porary halt in a drawn game and re-
played semi-final against Tyrone,
which most of us prefer to forget for
a variety of reasons, and a brilliant
display against Cavan in the final
gave Down their first ever Ulster title.
What a welcome the team was given
on their return to Newry that
evening !

Such was the excellence of Down’s
performance in this game, that any
other match was bound to be an anti-
climax. So it proved in the All-
Ireland Semi-final: Down did not
produce their true form and Galway

won easily.

THE GAELIC WEEELY TOURNAMENT
WAS FEAGERLY AVAILED OF AS AN
OPPORTUNITY TO PROVE THAT DOWN
WERE BETTER THAN IT APPEARED ON
SEMIFINAL DAY. PROOF WAS NOT LONG
WANTING IN A FACILE VICTORY OVER
A STRONG TUBLIN TEAM AT NEWRY,
AND A FINE DISPLAY IN THE FINAL
AGAINST ALL-IRELAND CHAMPIONS,

EERRY.

Who is to be singled out for
special praise? Who is to be
credited with the major share in
Down’s resurgence? The answer is
no-one. We have at all times,
despite the demands of sports
journalists, tried to avoid the cult
of the personality.

24

ALL CONTRIBUTED

I believe that every player at some
stage of the year has contributed his
share to eventual victory. One may
have left his mark on some game,
another elsewhere, but, all in all, my
memories do not allow me put any on
a higher pedestal than the others.

Eddie MacKay has been an in-
spiration in goal. How often has
George Lavery emerged with the ball
when all seemed lost? How many
times have the towering catches of
Pat Rice and the lengthy kicks of
Leo Murphy turned defence into
attack? Has not Kevin Mussen time
and again played a captain’s part?
How often in times of trial has James:
MacCartan’s audacious foray pro-
duced the goal that set the side alight?

Dan MacCartan, Kevin O’Neill,
Joe Lennon have all played their part.
If Paddy Dougherty has got the bulk
of the scores forward, who can forget
the games that Brian Morgan’s
steadiness and astuteness won for us?
Fresh in memory are Sean O’Neill’s
artistry, Patsy O’Hagan’s goals in
Wembley, Tony Hadden’s Ulster
Final, Kieran Denvir’s fisted points,
and Jarlath Carey’s amazing dura-
bility.

Down have always played well
as a team—then no one is out-
standingly good—or badly as a
team, when no one is particularly
worse than the rest. This team-
work goes even further.

The fifteen on the field are the
representatives of a much larger team,
but with the same happy spirit of
comradeship, comprising the other
ten members of the senior panel, the
selectors (including Barney Carr who-
has been in charge of tactics), Danny
Flynn, the trainer, the medical ad-
viser, Dr. Walsh (himself an ex-
county player of note) and a host of
others under the genial captaincy of
George Tinnelly.

, NOT AT PEAK

The present Down team i1s young
—average age 23—and will not reach:
its peak for some time yet. The
selectors set out to win an Ulster
Championship this year, and this
object has been attained. The team is
a two-year old, and like all two-year
olds, is rather unpredictable.

WITH THE MAINTENANCE OF
THE PRESENT RATE OF P "-
GRESS, AND 7ITH THE F -
PERIENCE GAINED FROM MEET-
ING TOP-CLASS TV *MS THERE IS
NO REASON WHY CONSISTENCY
SHOULD NOT BE ATTAINED, AND
FURTHER HONOURS GARNERED
WITHIN THE NEXT TWO
SEASONS.
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P. D. Mehigan

“The strong-limbed boys for stiff defence,
The quick-eyed lads to score—
That’s how we kept the field at home,

compares . ..

Said Brian_of Dromore.”

| i DA AT A

—PADRAIG ARCHER.
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HURLING AND FOOTBALL |

ONG before the G.A.A. came, hurling and football were
munal games—there was no limit to the numbers engage
They were played in a holiday spirit and in great good humour. It was

purely recreational.

against parish and often barony against barony.
ball was big or small; whether a caman was use

of propulsion !

Both games needed athleticism of a more or
less high degree; they demanded courage, resolu-
tion and stamina; both games demanded skill and
a share of strength, yet it is remarkable how few
men excelled at both. Down through the
years some tens of thousands of athletic young
men have played inter-county games in both
hurling and football. Yet the truth remains that
of these tens of thousands of eager men, only a
bare handful have won All-lIreland championships
in both hurling and football'!

Some of the early records are not very accurate, but,
so far as my research work carries me, the following are
the “SEVEN MEN OF MOIDART ” who have won
All-Ireland medals in both hurling and football: —

Willie Mackesy of Cork, 1903 Hurling; 1911 Football.

Pierce Grace, Kilkenny, 1906 Football; 1912 Hurling.

Sean Kennedy, Wexford, 1910 Hurling; 1915 to 1918

Football.

Paddy Mackey, Wexford, 1910 Hurling; 1915 to 1918

Football.

Frank Burke of Dublin, 1917 Hurling; 1921, 1922,

1923 Football.

Derry Beckett of Cork, 1942 Hurling; 1945 Football.
John Lynch (now Minister for Industry & Commerce)

won six All-Ireland gold medals in a row—1941, 2,

3, 4 in Hurling; 1945 Football and again 1946

Hurling—a record in G.A.A. achievement.

These distinguished names are the exception that prove
the rule—football and hurling demand different attributes
in a player’s make-up, both physical and mental. A
certain amount of luck steps into the winning of All-
Ireland medals and some hundreds of men of my ex-
perience have played both hurling and football with 2
certain degree of proficiency. Few excel equally in both
and many good judges maintain that one hinders the
other.

It has often been observed how rarely do hurling and
football flourish in the same county at the same time!
That, to some extent, explains the scantiness of the number
of players who have reached the “top of the tree” in both.

Broadly speaking the “defenders” in both games are
heavier men than the swifter forwards; but the first great
difference is that Gaelic football makes a far greater
demand on a player’s physical strength and endurance
than the sister game.

Football calls for more sustained effort. The smaller
ball travels farther and faster and the player gets it away
quickly; the demand for full effort is briefer in hurling
and there is more rest in between. There are far more,
and heavier, body charges in football. Fair, legitimate
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played in rural Ireland as ‘com-
d in either side. The games were
parish
The games had much in common, whether the
d, or the drive with the foot was the medium

shouldering is a fine feature of Gaelic football, and it
takes a strong, well-muscled body to stand the frequent
shocks.

I hold that football demands longer and more
thorough physical training that does hurling. Given equal
skill, the victory goes to the football side that stands up
best to the close rigour of the game. Tougher physical
strength is demanded in football where the weakling has
no place.

In hurling, on the contrary, I have seen men
of frail physique and incapable of resisting even one
body charge — I have seen them come out on top by
sheer skill, speed and dexterity!

The slow-thinking footballer will often make a very
sound, reliable back. He wouldn’t have a ghost of a
chance in hurling, where the ball flies at lightning pace.

No great dexterity is demanded in the footballer.
Strength, courage and endurance are the outstanding
attributes for the really good inter-county man.

It doesn’t take long to learn how to kick a ball correctly;
we are all natural footballers, even from infancy. It is
instinctive to kick even the stones along the road going 1o
and coming from school. No youthful instruction is
necessary, and I have seen many fine footballers who
never kicked in a football match before they were 21.

Hurling is quite different. One must practise the stylish
use of the crooked ashen blade in one’s early youth.
Otherwise there is little chance of reaching the top. An
inquisitive admirer of hurling and hurlers once said to
Jack Walsh of Mooncoin (R.I.P.), one of a famous hurling
family of Clogga: —

“How did ye Kilkenny men learn that short, neat
swing which distinguishes Kilkenny hurlers?”

Jack was tired of the boring inquirer. “Piltell
you, then,” said Jack. “When our men came home
from a fair and we were kids, they’d be drinking stout
in the kitchen and we’d hurl the corks around the

floor with a spoon!”

Hurling demands a faster-moving eye than football;
it demands more dexterity of arm and wrist. Driving a
football any considerable length demands far greater
physical strength than driving a hurling ball. A lengthy
hurling stroke is largely a matter of timing and skill—a
knack if you like.

Hurling is an art that must be studied young. Watching
first-class men at practice or match play is a great help.
Few youths need be shown how to kick a football
properly; expert instruction in hurling is most important.

The different part played by left and right hands;

(Continued on page 28)
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Top Twelve of 1959

HEN TRYING TO DECIDE ON THE BEST HURLERS AND FOOTBALLERS IN ANY PAR-
TICULAR YEAR ONE NATURALLY TURN S TO THE COUNTIES WHO FIGURED IN THE
LIST OF TITLE-WINNERS. THIS, OF COURSE, 1S DUE TO THE FACT THAT THEY ARE SEEN IN

ACTION MORE OFTEN THAN TEAMS KNOCKE

PIONSHIPS.

At times, counties, through some
misfortune or other, make an early
exit from the race for honours. Other-
wise they might have gone on to
garner an All-Ireland title and supply
players who would have come into the
reckoning when individual honours
came io be discussed.

‘This strain of thought immediately
brings to mind the Dublin hurlers,
who so narrowly failed to Kilkenny in

the Leinster final. Who knows but
they might have gone one better than
the Noresiders in the decider.

Then there was the case of Louth,
who almost beat Dublin in the drawn
football game at An Uaimh. Worthy
of mention, also, are the two games
between Armagh and Cavan. Perhaps
Armagh would have beaten Down
had they reached the Ulster final and
gone on to achieve greater deeds than
the Mournemen.

There were many more hard-luck
stories best described by members of
the teams concerned. However, while
I emphasised certain cases above, I
do not mean to say that the All-
Ireland titles do not now rest where
they deserve.

It is the tally on the scoreboard at
the end of a game that counts and
invariably the best team brings home
the laurels. However, I mention the
above for the purpose of selecting the
best performers through the year.

Starting with the minor grade, let
me say here and now that, with the
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exception of the hurling final, which
was a real treat, the standard fell
below that of the previous year.

-

Christy Ring . . . No. 3 in hurling.

Tipperary and Kilkenny are assured
of a great future judging by the array
of youthful talent they had this year.

Kilkenny's Eddie Keher has al-
ready made the grade in senior ranks,
and it should not be long before such
as Nicky Hanrahan, Sean Nyhan and
Paddy Brett step into the elite of the
caman game.

Tipperary, of course, always send
out a first-class minor team and there
seems a bright hurling future in front
of Tom Ryan, Ronnie Slevin, Albert
Croke and Larry Kiely.

In football, Dublin never looked in
serious trouble except when playing
Cork in the semi-final. The Metro-
politan youngsters moved as a unit all
through the year, Eut had some grand

7

D OUT IN THE EARLY ROUNDS OF THE CHAM-

individuals as well. Eddie Grainger
and Brian McDonald have already
proved their worth with the seniors,
while Mick Kissane is another who
caught the eye.

Cork’s midfielder, Dermot Mc-
Gann, will be heard of again, while
his team-mate, David McCarthy,
Galway’s Noel Tierney and Cavan'’s
Phil Murray and Finbarr O'Reilly are
other teenage footballers of 1959
who seem to have bright futures.

Fermanagh, whom 1 heartily con-
gratulate, were the only Ulster county
to win a title, for which they owe
much to Mick Brewster and Kevin
Sreenan. .

While there were many stirring
contests in both senior grades, the
best remembered will be the hurling
final games. No wonder B.B.C. com-
mentator Kenneth Wolstenholme was
amazed by the skill, craft and en-
durance of the men on both sides.

Tom Cheasty, with his unorthodox
hurling, left an imprint on these
games that will be spoken of in
Waterford for many a day. Frank

Jack Mahon . .. No. 6 in football.

Walsh, with his uncanny speed and
anticipation, together  with  his
accuracy in taking scores, deserves
special mention. Seamus Power, Phil
Grimes and Martin Og Morrissey all
played big parts in capturing the
McCarthy Cup in 1959,
(Continued Overleaf)



Kilkenny had their heroes too, not
the least being Sean Clohessy, who
regained his best form at a vital stage
of the 1959 campaign. John Maher
deserves credit for his defensive play
under the handicap of not having the
same training facilities in England.

What of Christy Ring himself? He
cannot be overlooked in this final
shake-up. His scoring feats on at
least two occasions, and his play
during the year, make one wonder
how long more he will wear the Cork
jersey. Paddy Barry and John Lyons
are two other Rebel County veterans
who, like good wine, seem to improve
with age.

Tipperary and Tony Wall, with yet
another old-stager, John Doyle, and
his younger namesake, Jimmy Doyle,
gained further honours in hurling
fields on both sides of the Atlantic.
Nick O’Donnell, another seasoned
campaigner, kept the Wexford colours
flying.

What of the Dublin men? They
will, I think, be to the fore in 1960,
particularly if Fran Whelan and
Larry Shannon keep their present
form. They are part of a first-class
team.

So much for hurling. Kerry, quite
naturally, supply most of the big
names in the football honours list.
Kerry folk must be very proud of
Sean Murphy, whose consistent play
was a feature of his county’s triumph.
I have yet to see him play a mediocre
game, having watched, as well as
played against him, over the years.

<XV mMmIOrno Zmw

The Kerry team of 1959 was, in
my opinion, as good a combination
as the great Kingdom sides of the
early forties. Their victory march
owes much to the tenacious John
Dowling, stout-hearted Kevin Coffey,
that great forager, Tom Long, bril-
liant Michael O'Connell, stylist
Seamus Murphy and scoregetters,

Paud Sheehy and Dan McAuliffe.
collapse

Galway’s before the

TOM LONG
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mighty Kerry was not the fault of
Frank Evers or Matty McDonagh.

able by dexterity.

sdIeE  Inan.
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Though it was not Sean Purcell’s best
game, he still tried hard. Jack
Mahon’s defensive play in the final
fell below his previous brilliance, but,
of course, every player has an off-day
occasionally.

Dublin had not all the luck in their
semi-final. They came through a
tough Leinster campaign, due mainly
to the brilliance of Cathal O’Leary,
whose speed, and ability to turn
defence into attack, was a feature of
every game. Kevin Heffernan once
again proved a thorn in the side of
most defences and, if anything, en-
hanced his already high reputation.

Jack Kenna, Noel Delaney and the
evergreen Mick Phelan did much to
boost Laois football, while Mick
Brady and Greg Hughes had fine dis-
plays for Offaly.

Cavan, like Meath, are finding it
hard to come back into the top
class, but, goodness knows, it is not
the fault of Jim McDonnell. The
man whom I admired most in Louth’s
fifteen was Jackie Reynolds, while
Stephen White and Kevin Beahan
also had their moments of glory.
Cathal Flynn of Leitrim must surely
rank as one of the highest scoregetters
of the year.

It was a great season for Down
football, and, with more experience,
this youthful team will be there or
thereabouts in future campaigns. The
men who caught the eye most were
Jim McCartan and Sean O’Neill.
Derry’s Jim McKeever got little
chance to show what a fine footballer
he 1s. Neither did many others.
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: Hurling and Football |
Compared

(Continued from Page 25)

the body balance and foot; the final flick of wrist at l
impact; the follow-through of the stroke—all must be
faithfully studied. A first-class hurler must be more .
nimblz and more flexible of body than the footballer; I
he doe:n’t make demand on the same rude strength. Yet
the able hurler must be wiry and fit enough to stand the I
shocks of vigorous play. These shocks are few and avoid- '
B
F

There are many properties in common between hurling
and football and both can be thoroughly enjoyed by the
Yet there are striking differences in the
demands of one and the other.

The broad difference is that football lays stress on
strength and endurance under sustained effort; hurling
demands more dexterity of arm, more resiliency of bodv.
more speed of thought and keeness of eye. Yet both make
splendid contrast and satisfying entertainment,
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;Looking back on '59

§ OOKING back on 1959 it is hard to get away from the many great games witnessed in the
Yet there were other happenings, intimately connected with
Gaeldom, worthy of mention when the past twelve months are recalled.

tussles for All-lre'land titles

Pride of place must go, without question, to the opening of the new
Hogan Stand on June 6th. This event, commemmorating the 75th anniversary
of the founding of thr: (Gaelic Athletic Associatioon, was an achievement
redounding to the credit of the men who conceived the idea.

Capable of seating 16,000 spec-
tators, and costing £250,000, the new
stand is symbolic of the progress
made by the G.A.A. since that
November day in Thurles way back
in 1884.

Now Croke Park can boast of one
of the most modern and Dbest-
equipped sporting arenas in the
world, and it is indeed a fitting show-
piece for the headquarters of such a
great association.

During the year the grim reaper
was busy and many staunch and illus-
trious Gaels are no longer with us.

1959 was in its infancy when Bill
Landers, scion of the great Tralee
footballing family, passed away. Soon
to follow him were that able Cork
administrator, Andy Scannell; Pad-
raig Kehoe, father of the illustrious
Padge, a noted Wexford patriot, poet
ana Gaelic figure, and Owen
McFadden, a treless Tirconnaill ad-
ministrator.

Then in February came the sad
news that the Patron of the Associa-
tion, His Grace Most Rev. Dr.
Kinane, Archbishop of Cashel, was
no more. All Gzeldom mourned the
passing of a prelate who, in his youth,
was no mean caman-wiclder himself.

From New York came word that
apother great Tipperary personality,
“Wedger” Meagher, had answered
the great call. Later in the year the
Premier County lost another famous
figure in the person of James Maher
of Thurles, doyen of the county’s
Gaels and a man who grew up with
the G.AA.

Also laid to rest in 1959 were three

former wearers of Kilkenny's black
and amber, Dick Doyle, holder of
seven All-Ireland hurling medals, Pat
Fielding, his Mocncoin team-mate on
Kilkenny’s first champion side :n
1904, and Peter Blanchfield, noted
caman wielder of the *30’.

Thomas O’Connor, the last of
Wexford’s football champions «of
1893 passed away, as did Sim

Donohoe, iron-man of the Model
County’s successful hurlers in 1910.
Patrick Duffy, long-term Louth
official, joined the great majority and
so did Joseph Gallagher, noted

By EAMONN. O’BRIEN

Antrim footballer of the 1912 era and
groundsman at Casement Park.

All these men were pillars of the
Association, and each, in different
ways, helped make it what it is to-day
They, and many others too numerous
to mention, will be missed, Suaimh-
neas Siorrai do n-ainmneacha.

The year had its bright side too.
Bobby Rackard, that stalwart Wex-
ford hurler, made a comeback with
his beloved Rathnure to the delight
of the entire county. Another to defy
illness and reappear on the playing
fields was Waterford’s sweet half-
back, Mickey O’Connor.

O’Connor won that coveted All
Ireland medal as did his team-mate
Tom Cunningham, who turned out in
the replay with Kilkenny after an in-
jury had kept him inactive since
February. Pat Stakelum made a
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comeback in Cork when Tipperary
were in dire straits and showed ail
his old skill.

Queen’s University, Belfast, cap-
tured the Sigerson Cup for the first
time, tc the unbounded joy of the
entire North and the satsfaction of
the rest of the land.

In the National Football League
we had brave showings by Leitrim
and Offaly who reached the semi-
finals for the first time. Their sub-
cequent failures detract not ore bit
from their earlier feats.
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Emigration is still draining away
our manhood to the continued
strengthening of the Association :n
exile. Prominent figures to leave our
shores in 1959 were Jack Mangan,
Galway’s genial goalman, and Nace
O’Dowd, Sligo’s pride and joy.

(Continued on Page 50)
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'RAILWAY CUP GAMES!

NLY the Railway Cup football games held to tradit ion this year, the semi-finals being played in February and
the final on St. Patrick’s Day as usual.

Special significance was attached to
the hurling competition. The semi-
final between Leinster and Connaught
took the place of the normal final on
St. Patrick’s Day while the staging Jf
the actual final itself coincided with
the opening of the new Hogan Stand.

Let us take the football first. The
semi-finals were the same as in the
previous year, Munster v. Ulster and
Leinster v. Connaught. This year,
however, home venue favoured the
southern and eastern provinces.

An Ulster team with grand ball-
players like Charlie Gallagher, Sean
O’Connell and Paddy Deoherty in-
cluded, plus Jim McKeever and Tom
Maguire at centrefield, travelled to the
Kerry stronghold of Tralee. Whether
they missed their star centre half-back
John Rice, or whether the rather shert
pitch didn’t suit their style of play,
the northern stylists never cut any ice
against the Munstermen.

John Dowling had been chosen in
the unusual berth for him of full for-
ward. He was an immediate success

in the position and gave the Ulster
defence a trying afternoon and got
some lovely scores into the hargam
The midfield pair of Mick O’Connell
and Paddy Han'ingmn also did therr

By JIM CROWLEY

share. Munster won well and seemed
well set to take the title.

Connaught came east to Tullamore
to defend their crown. Their hopes of
victory received a severe setback with
the absence of two great Railway Cup
men, John Nallen and Patsy McGarty.
Leinster had picked a team based cn
youth with old Leinster campaigne:s
like Ollie Freeney and Kevin Heffer-
nan to hold the attack together.

With Peter Nolan on top of his
form much of the edge was taken off
the Purcell-prompted western attack
although the Leitrim left wing of Jim
O’Donnell and Cathal Flynn was
always dangerous.

In defence Jack Mahon, Nace
O’Dowd and Willy Casey defended
well against the wiles of Freeney,
Heffernan and Kenna but in the end
the accurate boot of the Dublin
“forty”’ men proved decisive.

The opening match on our festival
day was the hurling semi-final be-
tween East and West. In cold, dull
conditions the Galwaymen played up
to their best form and with P. J.
Lally and Joe Salmon swinging a lot
of the ball towards the Leinster posts,
Nick O'Donnell and company had
a busy time. The Wexford full-back
defended heroically until he was
forced to retire injured, and with his
departure things seemed to grow
worse for Leinster.

Tim Sweeney was a constant prob-
lem on the wing and big Jim Fives
guarded the middle well. Leinster
could not penetrate a rock-like:
defence and so a rather surprising
result came to hight.

(Continued on Page 56)

LEINSTER — RAILWAY CUP FOOTBALL HOLDERS — 1959
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UNIVERSITIES

a T the moment interest in Gaelic Games in our Universities has reached an unprecedented height.
One has only to look at the record of University teams in local competitions to appreciate

this.
the best.

This year’s competitions were no exceptions. Queen’s
University triumphed for the first time in the Sigerson
Cup whilst University College, Cork once again captured
the Fitzgibbon Cup. First let us tske a look ar the
Sigerson Cup competition and what it means.

Very few, if any, trophies in Gaelic Football are sought
with as much fervour and enthusiasm as the Sigerson
Cup. It was first presented in 1911 in memory of Dr.
George Sigerson for the winners of the University foot-
ball championship. -

Down through the years this competition has gone from
strength to strength and is now one of the foremost attrac-
tions on the G.A.A. calendar. It is the burning ambitioa
of every university footballer to play in a Sigerson.

By JIM McDONNELL

The competition is staged around the end of November
each year and alternates between, Dublin, Cork, Belfast,
and Galway. The semi-finals are played on a Saturday
and the decider on the following day, Sunday.

Players suffering from stiffness or bruises obtained in
the semi-final have cnly a few hours to recover before
lining out in the final. Because of this an extraordinary
degree of fitness is required. Therefore the four teams
undergo an intensive course of training, often extending
over four weeks.

The standard of play in the Sigerson Cup is well-
known. The fact that the Combined Universities football
team, picked from Sigerson and ex-Sigerson players, has
twice, in recent years, beaten the Rest of Ireland speaks
for itself.

The football in the Sigerson €up is usually of the hard,
uncompromising variety but, because of the fitness of the
players, there are few injuries. Hard knocks are given
and taken without a grumble. Every ball is keenly fought
for and a player seldom stops to pick if he can first-time
it on the ground.

But, while the winning of the Cup is of course of
primary importance, the social aspect of * Sigerson
Week-end” cannot be too highly praised. Here old friend-

ships are renewed and new friendships formed.
The students make full use of their break from the

lecture rooms. Everywhere there is an atmosphere of
gaiety and fun. As soon as the big game is over the cele-
brations begin. The cup is filled and refilled with all sorts
of mixtures and the boys enjoy themselves as only students

<an.
On the night of the final the home team are hosts to

32

The Inter-University games arouse nation-wide interest and the standard compares with

their visitors and a magnificent dinner is provided for all.
When 1t 1s over the students scatter again to the four
corners of Ireland taking with them lasting memories of
another great “Sigerson”.

This year’s Sigerson was no exception. Held in Galway,
the standard was extremely high. Queen’s University up-
held their reputation as one of the top teams in Antrim
when they battled their way into the final and met hot
favourites, U.C.D.

Dublin appeared set for an easy victory when they led
11 points to 1 at half-time. However, Queen’s, calling
on all their great reserves of strength and fighting spirir,
fought back in a thrill a minute second half to earn a
draw,

Their great victory in the replay, at Ballybay, 1s now
history. That triumph, which earned for Queen’s its first
Sigerson Cup, served to make the 1959 Sigerson a truly
memorable one.

The Fitzgibbon Cup series lived up to its reputation
for providing tough, exciting fare. Cork once more cap-
tured the prized trophy after a great siruggle with U.C.D.

The standard of hurling in our Universities is at a very
high level at the moment, as is evidenced by the perfor-
mances of the various teams in their County Champion-
chips.

U.C.C., the winners, made a great showing in the Cork
Championships and were considered urlucky by many not
to have captured the ttle. U.C.D., although they made
an early exit from the championship, have consistently
been one of the top teams in Dublin club competitions
over the past number of years.

Galway and Queen’s, while they have not comparable
records in local championships, coarrive to extend both
U.C.D. and U.C.C. in the Fitzgibbon Cup.

The student cailini are also well catered for in the
camogie sphere. The past year’s Ashbourne Cup com-
petition set a new standard in University camogie.
Holders, U.C.D., again emerged triumphant after three
gruelling matches. This must certainly be the toughest of
our Liniversity competitions, as it entails three matches
on three successive days compared with two games in the
Sigerson and Fitzgibbon Cups.

As can be seen from last year’s events the games of
the Gael are flourishing in our Universities. Certainly
there is room for improvement but, all in all, these com-
petitions are growing in importance with each succeeding
year.

A striking proof of the work these competitions do for
our games was the performance of the “Cinderella” team,
Queen’s University, in the Sigerson. For so long the poor
relation of the four, they set a standard of which any
team could be proud.
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KERRY ADD TO tAU

HIS year's " Gaelic Weekly ” Tournament was an outstanding success in every respect and

proved that, next to the All-lreland Championship, National League and Railway Cup, the

Cuchulainn Trophy is the most sought-after prize in present-day football. The semi-finals and final
produced full-strength teams, tcp-class football and sportsmanship of a high order.

The semi-finals, fixed for Septem-
ber 13th, saw Galway, holders of the
trophy, drawn against Dublin, and
Kerry opposing Kildare. Keen dis-
appointment was felt when Galway,
due to the proximity of the All-
Ireland final, were unable to field out
on the day fixed owing to injuries.
Verv reluctantly the committee in
charge was unable to grant them a
postponement and Down were invited

to take the Westerners’ place.

Kerry and Kildare at Newbridge
brought back memories of famous
clashes of other days between the
green and gold and the Lily-Whites.
Played in glorious sunshine, the game
attracted a huge attendance which left
the ground well satisfied with the fare
provided,

Through the first half Kerry held
a slight lead without ever appearing
to be in undue danger. The opening
ten minutes of the second period con-
firmed this opinion but the picture
changed suddenly.

A snap goal from a fourteen yards
free by Kieran O’Malley, followed by
another major shortly after, gave Kil-
dare the lead and roused both teams
to an all-out finish.

#

TeroME O’SHEA.
Kerry captain,
receives the
Cuchulainn
Trophy from
Dr. 7. ¥. Stuart,
President of ol
G.A.A.

o

Fighting back strongly Kerry re-
gained the lead, increased it, and ran
out worthy winners by 2-8 to 2-5.
What might have happened if the
Kildare attack was more incisive is
still one of the talking points of 1959
in the Shortgrass County.

On the same day Dublin travelled
to Newry where a very large crowd
was delighted to see Down return 1o
their brilliant best. The Mourne
Countymen registered a 1-17 to 0-5
VICtOry OVer a Very strong metro-
politan fifteen and in doing so re-
captured all the brilliance which had
gained them the Ulster championship.
This victory helped in some measure

by GERRY McCARTHY

also to blot out the memory of the
Northerners’ dismal All-Ireland semi-
final showing against Galway.

The way was now clear for the
final between Kerry and Down. Fixed
for Croke Park on October 4th the
replay of the All-Ireland Hurling

Final caused the game to be put back

to October 11th.

By this time Kerry had annexed the
All-Ireland Championship and were
preparing to travel to New York.
They were anxious to visit the States
with an unbeaten record and to add
another trophy to their collection,
Having already beaten Dublin,

Leinster champions, and Galway,
Connacht king-pins, the Kerrymen
were also keen to register a victory
over the Northern title-holders and
crown themselves undisputed cham-
pions of Ireland.

Down, on the other hand, came to
Croke Park anxious to test their
mettle against the All-Ireland cham-
poins and to be the first, if possible,
to topple the new title-holders. Above
all they wanted to wipe out forever
the memory of their previous appear-
ance at Headquarters against Galway.

With both sides having so many in-
centives to spur them on, the game
promised a lot. How well it lived up
to that promise the 22,000 present
will readily agree.

LIKE GREYHOUNDS

Breaking like greyhounds from the
trap Down swept away from the

(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from previous page)
throw-in and their short passing and
solo running had the Kerry defence at
sixes and sevens for a while. All this
territorial supremacy, however, was
not translated into the equivalent
amount of scores.

After fifteen minutes Down had
only three points to their credit.
Kerry at this stage had no score but
it was evident they were getting the
measure of the Ulster champions.

In the seventeenth minute Kerry had
their first score, a point, Five minutes
later they were level and a goal shortly
afterwards left them leading at half-
time by 1-3 to 0-3,

The best football of the hour was
seen in the second half as Down made
determined efforis to overtake the
champions. Gamely as they fought,
however, the solid Kingdom defence
gave them few openings. Scores were
evenly exchanged in this period but
near the end Kerry increased their
half-time lead by two points to run
out deserving winners by 1-11 to 0-9.

Outstanding displays for Kerry

(e

were given by Jerome O’Shea (cap-
tain for the day), Tim Lyons (until
injured), Tom Long, Seamus Murphy,
John Dowling and Paud Sheehy.

For Down, Eamonn McKay {goal).
Pat Rice (a great corner-back), Kevin
Mussen, Dan McCartan, Tony Had-
den and Paddy Doherty left their
marks on the game.

GREAT SPECTACLE

As a football spectacle the Gaelic
Weekly Final was far ahead of the
All-Ireland final. While it lacked
some of the bite of the championship
game it provided a superior brand of
football which was entirely satisfying

for the attendance.

Kerry won because they showed
once again their facility to pick off
long-range points with the minimum of
trouble and exertion, They proved
themselves worthy champions and kept
their record intact.

Although beaten, Down thoroughly

vindicated themselves in the eyes of
all present. They proved themselves
fine footballers and grand sportsmen.

Gaelic Weekly Tournament

They overdid the hand-to-toe gambit,
however, while a tendency to carry
their passing movements too near the
Kerry posts nullified much of their
approach work.

The game against Kerry, however,
should have been of immense value to
them and I expect to see the Mourne
County men make another bold bid
for premier honours next year.

Tyrone in 1957, Galway i 1958
and now Kerry have brought the
Cuchulainn Trophy to three of the
four provinces. Will it be the turn
of a Leinster county in 19607

THIS ARTICLE WOULD NOT BE
COMPLETE WITHOUT EXTEND-
ING SINCERE THANKS TO THE
PRESIDENT OF THE G.A.A., .DR.
J. J. STUART, ITS GENERAL
SECRETARY, PADRAIG UASAL
O CAOIMH, THE CENTRAL COUN-
CIL, THE PARTICIPATING COUN-
TIES, PLAYERS, OFFICIALS AND
REFEREES AND ALL WHO IN ANY
WAY HELPED TO MAKE THIS
YEAR'S “GAELIC WEEKLY” TOUR-
NAMENT SUCH AN OUTSTAND-
ING SUCCESS.
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N.C.A. REVIEW

By C

 O’'SLUAGHAIN

Paris Trip Was
The Highlight

HERE is no doubt but that the highiight of the 1959 cycling season, which, thanks to the

unprecedented spelil of fine weather was the best in rece

nt years, was the NCA's return to

International Racing, when a four-man team made a ftrip to Paris last July.

This trip, the result of three years’
negotiation by the N.C.A. Inter-
national Racing Secretary, was the
N.C.A.s first trip abroad since 1952
and its first Continental engagement
since the 1947 World Championships
at Zurich.

And what a successful venture it
was! The four riders concerned,
Gerard Meehan of Belfast, Bean
McKenna of Meath and the two
Dubliners, Ron Williams and Cecil
Donahue, amazed the Continentals bv
taking seccnd, fourth, eleventh and
twelfth individual placings as well as
beating the French by a clear margin
in the team section of the centrepiece

ALL-IRELAND

Senior Track

440 yds.: F. O'Sullivan (Fermoy)

880 yds,: F. O'Sullivan (Fermoy)

1,000 metres: F. O'Sullivan (Fer-
moy) :

1 mijle: F. O'Sullivan (Fermoy)

2 miles: F. O'Sullivan (Fermoy)

3 miles: F, O'Sullivan (Fermoy)

5 miles: M. Palmer (Westport)

5 miles point-to-point: N. McArdle
(Dundalk)

10 miles point-to-point: M. Hoey
(Dundalk)

Junior Track
1 mile: M. O'Leary (Dundalk)
2 miles: O, Shaughnessy (Dun-

dalk)
3 miles: J. Murphy and M, Dolan

deadheated.
4 miles: P. Doyle (Midland)
5 miles: D). Byrne (Wexford)
7,000 metres: P. Hennelly (Tuam)
8,000 metres: P. J. Doyle (Ennis)

Youths' Track
1,000 metres: M. Twomey (Fer-
moy )
Senior Road

25.mile Time Trial: P. Flanagan

(Midland)

50-mile Time Trial: P. Flanagan
(Midland)

50-mile Massed Start: T, Beamish
(Clan Brugha)

100-mile Massed Start: M. Slat-

tery (Clonmel)
National League: P. McCormack

¢ Brownstown )
e il

CHAMPIONSHIP

of the Parisian racing calendar—tue
120 kilos Grand Prix del U.S.M.T,

BEST EVER

This was the best ever performance
by an Irish team on the Continent,
and amazed French cycling experts,
who have a very poor regard for
Irish cycling standards as a result of
the pathetic efforts of our “official”
teams in the World Championship
series every year.

The only dark spot ¢on the venturz
was the amazing lack of publicity the
team’s fine performance got at home.
For some reason known only to theni-
selves the naticnal press, with one ex-

Junior Road
50 kilos Massed Start: J. Me-
Laughlin Belfast)

ULSTER CHAMPIONSHIPS

Senior Track
440 yds.: P. Quinn (Dungannon)
880 yds.: P. Quinn (Dungannon)
1 mile: P. Quinn (Dungannon)

2,000 metres: uinn (Dun-
gannon) \

3,000 metres: P, Quinn (Dun-
gannon ) <

4,000 metres P. Quinn (Dun-
gannon )

5,000 metres: P. Quinn (Dun-
gannon )

Junior Track

880 yds.: J. J. Gorman (Emyvale)
1 mile: J. J. Gorman (Emyvale)

Senior Road

25-mile Time Trial: F. Thompson
(Glen, Belfast)

100 kilos Massed Start: J. Mec-
Laughlin (Cromac, Belfast)
MUNSTER CHAMPIONSHIPS
Track
440 yds.: Tom Lavin (Glanmire)
880 yds.: D. Ahern (Castleisland)

1 mile: J. Dorgan (Blarney)

2 miles: F, O'Sullivan (Fermoy)

3 miles: J. Dorgan (Blarney)

4 miles: M. Murphy (Castleisland)

5 miles: M, O'Leary (Hilltown)

5 miles Point-to-Point: F. O’'Sul-
livan (Fermov)

2,000 metres: T. Lavin (Glan-
mire)

3,000 metres: D, Ahern (Castle-
island)
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ception, did not even bother to pub-
lish the race result.

This, however, is not so surprising
when we consider that these self-same
sporting “‘experts” rank a sport such
as cricket among the Top Ten in
Ireland.

On the home racing front there 15
no doubt but that the year will be
classed as one of the best ever for
many a long day. The warm weathce
brought big fields and high speeds to
make it a year of really tip-top racing.

One notable point was that on the.
road-racing front no one man could
be said to be top dog, a sure sign of

SULTS '{

4,000 metres: F. O'Sullivan (Fer-
moy ) !
5,000 metres: D, Ahern (Castle- l
island) :
6,000 metres: T. Lavin (Glan- .
mire )
Road :
25-mile Time Trial: J. Gearon i
(Clonmel ) I'
25-mile Massed Start: T. Ryan l

-

(Shamrock)

50-mile Massed Start: J. Gearon
(Clonmel)

50 kilos Massed Start: T. Lavin

(Glanmire)
100 kilos Massed Start: M, Slat-

tery (Clonmel)
CONNACHT CHAMS'HIPS

Senior Track

1,000 yds.: M. Palmer (Westport)
3 miles: P. Mannion (Laught)
5 miles: M, Palmer (Westport)
5 miles Point-to-Point: M. Palmer

(Westport)
Junior Track

1 mile: R. Kennedy (Westport)

2 miles: N. Burke (Westport)

i
E
E
Senior Road :
{

25.mile Time Trial: M, Palmer
(Westport)

50 miles Time Trial: P. Mannion
(Laught)

25.mile Massed Start: J. Keane
(Glinsk)

100 kilos Massed Start: J. Keane
(Glinsk)

&4
5
.
¥
i
i

Junior Road
50 kilos: N. Reid (Westport) ¢

MWM



Che

ear In Handball

T can be said with all honesty that the game of handball increased in popularity during the year with a record
number of clubs affiliated to the Irish Handball Council. Although a record number of counties did not
affiliate the ones who did are definitely improving in strength.

The main attractions in the hand-
ball calendar, the All-Ireland Cham-
pionships, were well up to par, with
quite a few surprises before the end.
Of the twelve titles contested only
three counties managed to retain their
crowns, Kerry in Senior Hardball
singles, Limerick in Senior Softball
Doubles, and Wicklow in Minor
Softball Singles.

Over the past two years the titles
were evenly divided between Leinster
and Munster with seven counties
sharing the honours, Kerry and
Wicklow taking the lion’s share with
three titles apiece, and Louth com-
ing next with two.

Feature of Year

The feature of the championships
was the winning of three minor titles
by Wicklow’s Joe Clery and Mick
Dwyer.

This county, where the game at
the moment is on the crest of a wave
of enthusiasm, had its greatest ever
year with the winning of these three
titles. Most praise must go to that
great star in the making, Joe Clery
from Tinahely.

Joe, who improves with each out-
ing, literally played himself to a
standstill when winning at least one
of these titles. At the moment, being
only eighteen years of age, he must
have a great future in handball ahead
of him.

Extremely strong, he also possesses
that vital attribute of the great hand-
baller . . . a cool and crafty brain
which can make his muscles adapt
themselves to any type of play.

His Tinahely admirers, in apprecia-
tion of his great handball feats for
the past two years, turned out in great
numbers on the night on which he
won- his third rtitle and, amid great re-
joicing, he was presented with a suit-
ably inscribed wristlet watch.

His partner, Mick Dwyer, also
came in for congratulatons and
was also the recipient of a presen-
tation on that never-to-be forgotten
night.

Handball was one of the sports
which narrowly missed being included
in the list of the ten from which the
top personality for the past year wil!
gain a Caltex trophy.

I think I am being fair to all title-
winners and all the top men when I

suggest that Joe Clery would un-
questionably have been the top hand-
ball personality of the past year if

JOE CLEARY

handball had been included in the
ten sports selected.

Sensation
The isénﬁatiun of the All-Ireland
Championships was, of course, the

r
el F ¥ ¥ _F ¥ B

By R. A. DILLON

o

amazing win of Fintan Confrey
(Louth) - in the Senior Softball
Singles final over Paddy Downey
{Kerry} The Tralee man, defend-
ing champion, and considered by
many to be much the superior hand-

baller, was expected to “ murder”
Confrey in that match in Clogh.

One who didn't subscribe to
this opinion was the red-headed Wee
County man who played like a
champion born to take his first senior
title . . . in his first year in senior
ranks.

Downey made some amends for this
surprising defeat a week later
at Talbots Inch when he and Jimmy
O’Brien turned the tables on Con-
frey and his partner, Joey Mabher, in
the Senior Hardball Doubles final.

Earlier in the month Downey had
successfully retained his Senior Hard-
ball Singles crown against Wexford’s
Mike Murphy. The latter deputised
for John Ryan who unfortunately
suffered a badly fractured leg while
at work a short time before the final.
This robbed the game of a lot of its
appeal as Downey and Ryan were ex-
pected to provide the best final for
years.

Another Downey, Denis, younger
brother of Paddy, took the Junior
Hardball Singles title with the easiest
of wins over Dublin’s Mick Hore at
Ballyporeen. This final was expected
to produce fireworks with two such
vaunted hard hitters clashing. Hore

(Continued on page 48)

TITLE WINNERS

All-Ireland Championships

5.5.5—Louth (F. Confrey)
Runner-up—Kerry (P, Downey).

5.5.D.—Limerick (T. McGarry-
M. Mullins). Runners-up—Kil-
kenny (Delaney brothers).

l SH.S. — Kerry (P. Downey).
Runner-up — Wexford (M.
Murphy).

S.H.D.—K P. Downey-].
| O'Brien). Ruﬁmip— h ]EII'
Confrey-]J. Maher).

J.S.S. — Clare (M. Kirby).

Runner—up—Louth (T. Reilly).

J.S.D.—Louth (Reilly brothers).
' Runners-up — Limerick (M.
!

O'Brien-S. Walsh).

JH.S.—Kerry (D. Downey).
Runner-up—Dublin (M., Hore).
w] I::-II D}—!lglldan (T. TDavaP

inders unners-u i
(Cleere brothers). SR

M.S.S5.—Wicklow (J. Clery).
Runner-up—Clare (M. Hugan]

M.S.D.—Wicklow (]J. CI {ﬁ

(J. Clery).

Dwyer). Runners-up—Clare

Hogan-S. Ryan).
M.H.S.—Wicklow
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Runner -up — Tipperary (C.
Cleere).

M.H.D.—Tipperary (C. Cleere-
J. Cleary). Runners-up—Wicklow
(J. Clery-M. Dwyer).

All-Army Championships
S.S.—Pte. Davin (Southern
Command). Runner-up—Pte, M.
Hore (Eastern Command).
S.D.—Sgt. W. Cockburn-Pte.
M. Hore (Eastern Command).
Runners-up—3Sgts. C. Geary-R.
Maher (Curragh Training Camp).
H.S.—Pte. M. Hore ( Eastern
Command), Runner-up—S
Geary (Curragh Training p}
H.D.—Sats. C. Geary-R. Maher
(Curragh Training Camp). Run-
ners-up—3Sat. W. Cockburn-Pte.
M. Hore (Eastern Command). ... !
¥

St. James's Gate Open
Handicap Tournament
J. Clery (Wicklow). Runner-up
—J. Maher (Louth).

Gael Linn Tournament
T. McGarry (Limerick).
ner-up—J. Maher (Louth).

Run-
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HEN London started out on

the All-Ireland trail this
year they could not have fore-
seen that it would end up in
Croke Park with victory over
Antrim before a packed stadium
as a curtain raiser to the senior
hurling replay. Like the senior
champions, London’s visits fo
headquarters have been all too
few and their victories even
fewer. The junior title last
crossed the Irish Sea in 1949,
and until now the annual effort
to retrieve it has failed.

This year, however, an early start
was made. In fact the first steps to
Croke Park were taken at the Con-
vention last year when some very
trenchant criticism was heard of the
performance of our representatives in
the previous summer. Everyone con-
cerned with the team came under fire
and it was then and there decided
that an all-out attempt would be
made this year.

This was no more than timely as
London, with seventv-cne clubs,
should be able to compete on level
terms with most of the counties at
home.

It may be argued, of course, that
county teams in Great Britain do
not get enough match practice to-
gether. Indeed this might be put for-
ward as a reasonable excuse except
for the fact that this year’s win pin-

LONDON'S JUNIOR TITLE

By PADDY MULLANE

pointed the only thing wrong with
teams selected to represent Britain
in previous years. That is the absence
of serious training.

The Beginning

However, let us start at the be-
ginning. 1here are six counties in the
pritish Championships, Warwickshire,
Lancashire, Yorkshire, Derby, Glou-
cestershire and London.

This year the final lay between
Warwickshire and the London boys.
London faced this game fairly con-
fidently with an experienced side
built around the Pearse’s star, Billy
Duffy, and his equally famous col-

league, Sean McDermott’s man
Donal O’Grady.
In addition to these two very

capable players they had a brilliant
goalkeeper in Alec Morrissey and the
quick-thinking and agile Corkman
was to prove a vital asset.

Their opponents, too, had their
share of experienced men in J. Shire
of Limerick, and M. Maher of Kerry,
both of whom represented their home
counties, in defence M. Galvin
(Limerick), B. Finnerty (Galway),
M. Comerford (Kilkenny) and P.
O’Connell (Kerry), all inter-county
men at home, as well as D. Curtin,
the former Cork minor, and M. Mur-
phy, an Offaly minor. This gave

AR T

them a very sound appearancé and
they were expected to give London
a close game.

This did not happen, however, and
London ran out easy winners on the
score 10-11 to 2-2. Billy Duffy was
the architect of this win with a per-
sonal tally of 4—5, But he had able
assistants in Eamon Murray and Billy
Dargan. The defence, too, showed
up well and it was due to some
sound work by full-back M. Kerrse
that the Warkickshire score was
kept so low.

This win put the team in great
spirits. Much attention was focussed
on the progress of the Cork team at
home, the ‘‘rebels” being looked
upon as the most likely opponents
following their wvictory over the
“Kingdom.” ;

By this time the county champion-
ships were in full swing and the
selectors were leaving no stone un-
turned in their efforts to improve, if
possible, the chances of bringing the
All-Ireland across the Irish Sea.

Prospects Brighter

The opponents for the final came
to light when Cork were beaten by
Antrim and suddenly our chances
seemed brighter. The Ulster Cham-
pions, despite their triumphs over
Wexford and Cork, somehow did not
seem quite so invincible.

(Continued on page 48)

ALL-IRELAND JUNIOR HURLING CHAMPIONS—1959
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Cipp's 12th Minor Citle

ON the first Sunday in September Tipperary minor hurlers captured their twelfth All-
Ireland title when they snatched victory from the grasp of a gallant Kilkenny side in the
dying minutes of a thrilling decider at Croke Park. The scoreboard read Tipperary 2-8,

Kilkenny 2-7.

This was the climax, but what of
the beginning and what of the other
battles which led to the youngsters
in blue and gold thrilling the thou-
sands in Croke Park with their skill
and daring?

MINOR TRIALS

Every May in Tipperary is a very
exciting time for the Minor hurlers,
for at this time the famous Minor
trials are held in Thurles. Young
hurlers, with hope and ambition in
their hearts come from the four
corners of the county and there, under
the knowing eyes of the Miner selec-
tors, battle for a place on the team.

LS

By TONY WALL

Usually the form shown at these trials
is indicative of the chances for the
coming championship. 1959 proved
no excention.

Talking to shrewd judges about
this year’s trials I still remember the
comment of Tommy Butler, former
Tipperary goalkeeper. These were his
words, “There were thirty players up
in the field last night and each man
was as good as the other. It's im-
possible to know whom to leave off
the team. Any one of the thirty is
good enough. It will be a good team
this year.”

And so it was.

As a result of the trials the follow-
ing team: was picked and did duty
throughout the year:

J. Donoghue (Arravale Rovers), W,
Lonergan (Carrick-on-Suir), G. Kin-
nane (Borrisoleigh), Pat Griffin (Arra-
vale Rovers), John Carroll (Moy-
carkey), Albert Croke (Boherlahan),
Ronnie Slevin (Borrisokane), Tom
Ryan (Toomevara), Tom Ryan (Kil-
lenaule), Paddy Doyle (Thurles), Billy
Carey (Moyne), M. Duggan (Gort-
nahce), M. Nolan (Roscrea), J. Kiely,
capt. (Glengoe), J. Ryan (Gortnahoe),
Subs.—]. Donoghue (Arravale Rov.),
John Gleeson (Moneygall), Paddv
Crompton (Clonakenny), M. Ryan
and P. Tynan (Killenaule).

LINUSUAL FEATURES

That was the team, and it had some
unusual features. Firstly, it contains
only one representative from Thurles,
Paddy Doyle (a brother of Jimmy).
This is very strange as Thurles and
the C.B.S. there invariably provide
the backbone and the experience of
Tipp. minor teams. This year was an
exception.

Then again it containg only three
players who had been on the team the
previous year, These three had also been
on the victorious 1957 team., Usually
there are about six players having their
second year on the county minor side.

Another point is that fifteen clubs

are represcnted on the team. The fact
that representatives of these scattered
clubs were welded into a unit with a
single purpose speaks well for the
team and its handlers.

MATCHES

The first outing was against Kerry
in Killarney on May 14th. The score,
9-15 to 0-1, told its own story and
showed that the side had possibilities.

The second game was a stern en-
counter against old rivals Cork 1n
Limerick. This match took place
before the Waterford-Galway game
but proved much more entertaining.
The final score was 2-9 to 3-4, a two
points victory, and it was not until
the final minutes of the game that
Tipp. came out on top.

Cork led by four points at half-
time but Tipp., playing with great fire
and dash, went into a two point
lead with 10 minutes to go. Cork
came again and looked all over
winners when a goal from a melee left
them in front. However another rally
brought three Tipp. points in as many
minutes and the final whistle spelt
victory for the blue and gold.

This game, like all Tipp’s. victories
this vear, was a triumph for team-
work. All were sound and had a sharz
in victory but Tom Ryan of Toome-
vara was the hero of the hour, with
Paddy Dovle, who notched six points,
not far behind.

THE MUNSTER FINAL
This victory put the team into the
Munster final against All-Ireland
champions, Limerick, who had
accounted for Waterford and Clare in
38

their half of the draw. This was 4
needle game for Limerick had beaten
Tipp. in 1958 at the same venue
(Cork) and had gone on to win the
All-Treland. They fully expected to
repeat that victory, with eight of the
previous year’s team still eligible.

Tipp. were undaunted however and
here again the score tells the story.
Tipperary 5-8, Limerick 1-4.

In this game John Carroll held Lime-
rick's P, Murphy scoreless and had an

outstanding game, but again I must
stress, it was team-work which carried

the day.

Tipp.’s next game was in the All-
Ireland semi-final against Roscom-
mon. 1he score was 8-14 to 3 pts.
As Tony Gavin, the Roscommon
goalkeeper, was rated the best man cn
the field the less said about this game
the better.

Tipperary minors were once again
in the All-Ireland Final. The result
is now history. The margin of victory
was one point and came in the 57th
minute when Paddy Doyle took a
neat pass, was fouled in his efforts
to go through, and from the resultant

free Tom Ryan goaled to bring Tip-

perary level for the first time in 35
minutes.

Many scribes and onlookers were
adamant that Paddy picked up that
ball. The referee however was there
and saw that he did not. After-
wards Paddy himself, who 1s nothing
if not honest, told me that he did not

pick it up. The ball was off the
ground . . .
Anyway the free was awarded to

Paddy and Tom Ryan did the needful
and the Sunday Press Cup ended up
once again in Tipperary hands.

All the players shone that day but
none inore than Tom Ryan of Killen-
aule, who had a great hour. John
O’Donoghue  (goal). Pat Griffin,
Albert Croke, Larry Kiely and Paddy
Doyle were others to shine but hers
again the victory was primarily due
to all-round solidarity.

It is very hard to compare teams of
different eras but general opinion in
Tipperary was that this team was not
better than some great teams of the past.
It was a better all round team than the
one Jimmy Doyle steered to victory in
1957, but old stagers will not agree that
it could be compared with the greatest
team of all, the 1945 fifteen, which con-



A panoramic view of Croke Park as Waterford and Kil kenny teams march around before the All-Ireland Hurling
Final Replay.
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Pat Rice (4) of Down goes @ =
highest in the Gaelic Weekly =~
Final. Also in photo are Dan =

McCartan (7) and Jobn Dowling | = -

John Dowling breaks through the Kildare defence
in the Gaelic Weekly Tournament semi-final.
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(Left) All eyes follow the

ball as it soars high over the

bar for a Dublin point

against Louth in the Lein-
ster Championship.
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{Above) A narrow shave for Waterford in
the Munster Hurling Final as Ned Power

saves under pressure from Cork's Mick £
(ruane with John Barron looking on.

{Below) Action in the Offaly goalmouth in
the Leinster Football Championship replay Ned Wheeler scores a

Eu:la.i__nst Laois. : goal for Leinster in the
: Railway Hurling Cup '
semi-final against
Connacht.

(Above) The ball is in the (gRNs

net for Dublin's second goal, Sy

scored by Olly Freaney in §§

the All-Ireland Football iy
semi-final.

{Right) John Kennedy of
Galway in action against
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Kilkenny forwards press home an attack
Championship game with Laois.

b * *

Roscommon defender, Mick Shivnan, saves a dangerous

situation in the Connacht Championship against Galway.

Others in picture are, from left: John Oliver Moran (2),

Joe Young (15), John Joe Breslin, Aidan Brady and
Jackie Coyle,
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Dave Geaney rises high to fist a Kerry point in the
National Football League Final against Derry.
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SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES REVIEW

HE Colleges’ G.A.A. programme provided many memorable encounters, a host of uutstandmg performances, both
:ndwlduai and on a collective scale, and the u.:ual crop of hard-luck stories.

The year also saw some new names
inscribed on the honour's roll. Top-
ping the list in this respect was the
feat of St. Joseph’s, Fairview, who
won the Hogan Cup for the Individual
Colleges’ All-Ireland Senior Football
Championship for the first time.

From the start of the season, the
Des Foley - powered St. Joseph's
looked a side of distinct champion-
ship possibilities and while. in the de-
cider, they had to fight all the way
against a gallant St. Nathy’s Ballagha-
derreen team, there could be no
doubting the merit of the Fairview
SUCCESS,

Success breeds success is a well-
know adage and it is to be hoped,
that, when the victory of the Dublin
minors in the All-Ireland Champion-
ship later in the year is recalled, due
credit will be given to the St. Joseph’s
College for their part in this great
triumph. On that victorious metro-
politan side were eight of the Hogan
Cup heroes.

Specialists Again

In the Croke Cup for the Hurling
Championship, we saw another St.
Kieran’s, Kilkenny, victory. Spe-
cialists in ' the competition, St.
Kieran’s had a powerful combination,
spirited and skilful, which withstood
the best that the other provinces
could offer. Thus they became most
worthy title-holders for the third
time in the six years of the champion-
ship’s existence.

Despite their great tradition, how-
ever, St. Kieran’s were by no means
considered “home and dried” against
comparative newcomers to the com-
petition, Tipperary C.B.S. The Tip-
perary school had won the Dr. Harty
Cup at only their third attempt and
their super-charged hurling through
the series had stamped them as a
match for the best.

In the end, however, Kilkenny
craft carried the day but we were
left in no doubt but that Tipperary
have come to stay.

A particularly fine performance
was that of St. Joseph’s College,
(rarbally Park who, out of the com-
petition for a number of years, made
a brilliant come-back to win the
Connacht hurling title. In the All-
Ireland semi-final, they made a
nightmare start, conceding a goal in
the opening minute, and were trail-
ing by 5-3 to 2-4 at the interval.

By DONAL CARROLL
(“Irish Independent” Sports Staff)

On the turn-over, the Ballinasloe
boys hurled with rare abandon and
but for some magnificent work by the
St. Kieran’s defence might well have
turned the tables on their fancied
opponents.

St. Nathy's, Ballaghaderreen, car-
ried all before them in the Connacht
football championship and their
excepiionally well-balanced team
went down with colours flying to St
Joseph’s 1n a top-notch All-Ireland
decider.

Big Surprise

One of the big surprises of the
vear was the grand effort of St. Flan-
nan’s, Ennis, who, having lost their
Munster hurling crown to Tipperary
C.B.S., emerged as worthy winners
of the football title. It was a measure
of their capabilities that they failed
by only a goal to the eventual win-
ners, St. Joseph’s, in the semi-final
at Roscrea.

Up north, it was the “old Newry
firm"' of Abbey C.B.S. and St. Col-
man’s who again dominated matters;
Abbey winning the premier football
title and St. Colman’s compensating
by annexing both the Corn na nOg
and Ranafast Cup trophies.

In dealing with performances on
a collective scale, one cannot go be-
vond the respective hurling and
football champions, St. Kieran’s, Kil-
kenny, and St. Joseph's, Fairview.
Both, to be sure, were liberally
studded with star performers but in
the cut and thrust of the provincial
championships, and later in the All-
Ireland series, they showed an
all-round solidarity, a purpose and
determination, which defied all
opposition,

Individual Stars
Of individual stars there were
many. St. Joseph’s, for instance, had,
besides Foley, such accomplished
footballers as Patsy Talbot, a really
brilliant goalkeeper, Simon Behan
and the diminutive Sean (“Blackie™)
Coen. Their rivals in the final had
outstanding players in Sean Durcan,
Michael Durkin, Conor Maguire
and Padraic Maye.
In this respect it would be well
to emphasise the fact that we are not
43

considering players on a one-match
performance but rather on their form
throughout a hard and testing
season.

Other footballers who came into
the reckoning were Jim Brady and
Hugh Murphy of Abbey C.B.S.;
Jude O’Doherty of St. Flannan’s,
Ennis, and a host of others such as
Jim Travers and Brian Barrett (Scoil
Criost Ri, Cork), Michael (“Tau-
sey”) Lyons and Paddy Sheridan {St.
Jarlath’s, Tuam), Mickey Swords
and Frank Carty (St. Finian’s, Mul-
lingar), the McGanns, Diarmuid and
Sean (Farranferris), Joe O’Donnell
(St. Eunan’s, Letterkenny) and
Bennie Macken and Bennie Mitchell
(St. Mel’s, Longford).

For all that, I must give my vote
to St. Joseph’s Des Foley whose
leadership and inspiration “carri
the champions over many rocky
roads. Undoubtedly, further honours
await the Fairview boy, but nothing
he might achieve in subsequent years
could dwarf the superb displays he
gave for his school in the year now
under review.

In hurling we come up againsi
the same difficulty—a host of players
whose consistency placed them a cut
above all others. I was pnwleg—::d to
see many such “contenders” and my
“short list” includes such as Eddie
Keher and John Alley of St. Kieran’s,
Fonsie Condon and Ailbe Heuston
(Tipperary C.B.S.), Pat MclInerney
and George Kinnane (St. Flannan’s),
Eddie Heskin and T=d ’Callaghan
(St. Colman’s, Fermoy) and Rody
Campion and Larry Kiely (Patrician
College, Ballyfin).

My final choice, however, was St.
Kieran's, John Alley, a sturdy, sure-
striking player, who was just as
commanding a mid-fielder in the All-
Ireland decider as he had been
thmughuut i realI}r testing colleges’
campaign.

Heading the list in the what-might-
have-been department was the failure
of St. Nathy’s, Ballaghaderreen, to
score from a penalty at a vital stage
of their game against St. Joseph'’s,
Fairview.

The new season has brought new
contenders but if it can produce as
high a standard, both in football and
hurling, as many thrill-a-minute en-
counters, and as exemplary a stan-
dard of sportsmanship, we will be
well satisfied.
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There’s 509, more cream Iin

JERSEY MILK

And there’s wonderful food
all products of Hughes Brethers Limited—

value, too, in
Pasteurised Milk, Buttermilk, Cream, Butter.
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CREAM At Its Best
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Stadium means to an Englishman.

" Wembley Has Come
lo Stay

ALL sports followers know what Wembley

It is the equivalent

of our Croke Park. The Olympic Gnmes of 1948 were held there. Contrary to the view of
most, it is NOT a soccer stadium. Rather is it a commercially run venture open to all games.

I had read a lot abour its famous
lush turf but I must say this aspect
of Wembley disappointed me. Give
me Croke Park any day or any one
of half-a-dozen other pitches here
in Ireland.

The sod did not appeal to me. The
grass was too closely cropped for
Gaelic football. Whatever the cause
there was not the same feel in it as
in some of our best pitches. Neither
was the playing area big enough.

Now for the bouquets. Its stands
and ground facilities are superb not
to mention the beautiful dressing-
rooms. The Stadium restaurant and
bar is huge and the banquet held
there after the games is something
to look forward to.

The playing field is perfectly level.
In our 1958 game with Derry, duc
to a strong breeze, it was necessary
for one player to hold the football
while another was taking a free. This
should bear me out about the even-
ness of the pitch.

Stroke of Genius

It was a stroke of genius on the
part of the London County Board to
hire Wembley Stadium for their
Whit venture. Now it has become
a MUST on the G.A A. calendar and
1s also a profitable proposition for the
London G.A.A.

Last year the attendance was about
33,000. It was anticipated that this
would be exceeded this year but it
was not. Receipts were better but the
attendance was down by a thousand
or so. However, Wembley has been
booked again and I feel sure that for
various reasons the attendance will be
up.

The main reason, of course, is the
auality of the fare served up to date.
Last year the hurling game between
Kilkenny (winners) and Clare was a
thriller. The football clash between
Galway (winners) and Derry was a
came of halves (Galway first and
Derry second).

This year the football produced a
rousing tussle and if Cork did beat
Kilkenny well in the hurling, it was

only after a grand exhibition by both
sides.

The recent filming of the All-
Ireland Hurling Final and replay for
British T.V. will also help and the
English themselves, if only out of
curiosity, are bound to take an in-
terest sooner or later.

By ]ACK MAHON
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PADDY BARRY . .. gave
the best hurling exhibition

Even the “Sunday Times” sent
along a reporter last year and, al-
though he treated them flippantly,
he was quite fair to our games.

For the past two years, qualifying
games have been necessary before
going to Wembley. Some counties
have been luckier than others in this
respect. For instance, no Leinster or
Munster football county has yet
played there.

Suggestion

If the present system is revised, I
would suggest having a repeat of both
All-Irelands at Wembley. You may
say this will involve Ga[waj,r again
next year, and that that is my reason,
but I will stand by this view in other
years too, because I believe that the
All-Ireland finalists deserve such an
honour.
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I have been to London with Gal-
way on three occasions. On the first
we played Dublin at Woolwich
Stadium. Wembley is so much better.

It gives the week-end an atmosphere
all its own and makes the game more
important to both players and spec-
tators. It is now MORE than an ex-
hibition match. A team wants to win
at Wembley and supporters, judging
by the cheering of the last two years,
want to see their favourites win also.

The two days in Wembley featured
some great individual displays. I will
mention just four from the games al-
ready played there.

Frank Evers gave a magnificent dis-
play at mid-field in Galway’s defeat
of Derry, while Sean Clohessy’s wrist-
work was THE feature of Kilkenny's
win over Clare. This year it was
Paddy Barry who gave the hurling
exhibition, while I thought Tony
Hadden’s mid-field -::l:splagr for ann
was a major factor in their triumph.

Proud Occasion

I would like to plav again at Wem-
bley. It is an occasion on which every
Itish exile feels very proud. The
Artane Boy’s Band adds the Croke
Park “touch” and play in their usual
very efficient manner.

So far there has not been an un-
toward incident in any of the games
played. I hope there never will be.
All exiles want to feel proud of their
native games and I feel the players
owe them that much at least.

The London G.A.A. is a go-ahead
body, as their grounds in New
Eltham show. They are doing a good
job for our exiled brethren and de-
serve all the success they are now
enjoying. Here's hoping that Wem-
bley 1960 will be a real money-
spinner for them as money is urgently
required for ground development.

Whatever teams play there in 1960
will be enjoying an honour, as a
Wembley experience is well worth
having.

RESULTS
Down, 3-9;  Galway, 4-4
Cork, 7-9; Kilkenny, 3-8
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Fermanagh’s First!

ON 11th October, 1959, the foggy silence o
Fermanagh supporters as their team

the All-Ireland Funior title. It was Fermanagh’s first All-Ireland,

It was a wonderful end to a happy
but arduous campaign during which
Fermanagh met and beat the junior
teams of powerful Derry, Dublin and
Kerry, and won the title outright in
the heart of the British capital.

GREATEST MOMENT

The greatest moment of all was
when the team returned with the All-
Ireland Junior Cup, and paraded
through Enniskillen, with bands play-
ing, bonfires blazing, and ten
thousand fans wildly cheering. It was
a unique moment undreamt of in
Fermanagh seven months earlier when
the victory march began.

Fermanagh were always hopeful in
Spring. They usually did well in
inter-county games against senior
opposition.

This year it was the same hopeful
Fermanagh who raet Derry at Irvines-
town on March 22nd in the first
round of the Ulster Junior Champion-
ship.

So it was no surprise when Derry
were well beaten by 0-14 to 0-6.

A fortnight later Donegal were
crushed by 4-9 0 2-4. However it
was only when they congquered
Armagh at Armagh by 2-12 to 1-6
that Fermanagh folk became con-
vinced that this was their vear.

It was not so much the results as
the manner in which they were
achieved that aroused this feeling.
Captain, 5. Maguire at full-back, and
full-forward Owen Clerkin (vice-
capt.), who bagged six goals in three
games, were Inspiring their less ex-
perienced team-mates.

Established stars like Kevin
Sreenan, John Maguire, Mick
Brewster, John O'Neill and Jim
Cassidy were at last all hitting form
on the same day. Each game brought
forth a new star. Against Derry John
Treacy and Hugh Flanagan, against
Donegal Pat Loughlin, and in
Armagh P, T. Treacy proved their
worth.

The pattern of each game was the
same. Fermanagh, slow starters, had
an early deficit to overcome, yet in
each match, gained the lead before
half-time and ran riot in the second
half. They showed fitness and fight-
ing spirit and each successive game
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welded them into a tougher, morz
crafty unit.

Yet before the Ulster Junior Final
against Antrim in Dungannon on
May 3rd, Fermanagh were preparing
themselves for the disappointment
which came regularly when they were
on the threshold of triumph. But i
the first half the defence, despite the
absence of Mick Brewster, stood up
to> a ceaseless Antrim barrage, so that
against the breeze Fermanagh led at
half-time by 1-1 to 0-2. Hugh
Flanagan, Jim Cassidy, the emergency
centre-half, and newly promoted
Owen Caliaghan were the heroes of
a great resistance.

In the second half John Maguire
and P. T. Treacy took control at mid-
field, Owen Clerkin notched his
second goal, while Frank McGurmn
pointed from every angle. He just
could not miss, scored seven ponits in
all, and Fermanagh won by 2-13 to
1-4,

There was a long delay before the
All-Ireland semi-finals. Fermanagh
still had some weak links, and no one
dared to hope that they had vet
reached All-Ireland winning stan-
dards. But late in July they acquired
former Antrim star, Paddy O’Hara,
as trainer.

SUPPLIED EXPERIENCE

He supplied the experience of All-
Ireland conditions which so many
northern teams have disastrously
lacked.

On August 30th the Fermanagh
team stepped out onto O'Toole Park,
confident that they would shock
dDEblin and surprise all Ireland. They

14.

They led by five points in five
minutes. But, when they lost John
Treacy, the whole team became un-
settled and Dublin surprised them
with their strength and speed. Only
for Kevin Sreenan’s brilliance, the
cool head of Mick Brzwster, and the
dour defence of S. Maguire, Liam
McMahon, Jim Cassidy and goalie,
Jchn O’Neill, Fermanagh might have
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f a London suburb was shattered by the joyful shouts of thousands of
gradually drew ahead of a sturdy London selection to capture

crumpled, but they held on for a
draw, 2-8 each.

Now that they had tasted All-
Iteland class football Fermanagh were
determined to forget the poor form in
(3Toole Park and show their real
worth. Before a large home crowd in
Irvinestown they pounded Dublin
non-stop in the first half, spurred on
by the regular Clerkin goal.

The Ulstermen eventually won by
4-13 to 3-8.

After that it was a logical step to
meet Kerry in Croke Park. Kerry’s
All-Ireland reputation caused some
worries. But J. O'Neill, J. Treacy,
and P. T. Treacy had played in
Croke Park for Ulster Colleges;
Kevin Sreenan had performed there
often, and Paddy O’Hara arranged a
Sunday morning visit to the great
stadium which took away any anxiety
the others might have had about
Croke Park nerves.

TREMENDOUS START

Fermanagh had a tremendous start.
By half-time they were leading by 1-7
to a single point. And although Kerry
got through for two goals, it was not
enough to save the game, and Fer-
managh won 1-13 to 2-3.

Still the Cup was not theirs. They
had a long, weary journey to London
ahead of them and, by all reports, a
tough London team to beat.

Of the eight games in the series it
was the first time that they were not
in front, and playing well, at half-
time. London, perhaps, were unfor-
tunate not be to leading as they had
outplayed Fermanagh in most sec-
tors. But in the second half
Fermanagh showed the courage born
of many hard struggles.

John Maguire, P. T. Treacy, Kevin
Sreenan and Mick Brewster gained
every ball that fell round midfield.
Fermanagh launched attack after
attack, and forged ahead to win con-
vincingly by 1-11 to 2-4,

An hour after the match the players
and spectators were still standing
around as if reluctant to leave the
scene where for the first time Fer-
managh were crowned All-Ireland

Junior Champions.



LONDON’'S JUNIOR HURLING TITLE

(Continued from page 37)

For the dual purpose of helping
the selection committee and getting
the players into shape as a team a
challenge game was arranged between
the full county side and a Brian Boru
selection. This proved of little value
"except to give the selectors some-
thing tc worry about when the Brian
Boru sclection won by a point.

As a consolation, however, they
did see some grand work by the full-
back line and some great saves by
Morrissey. Up front the forwards
were off target and only the energetic
Billy Dargan looked a player of
county class. Eamon Murray had one
of his off days; the other county
forwards were little better. Only Chris
Hickey was in form while Paddy Rvan
was at loggerheads with his hurley.
The fact that the game was filmed for
television may have resulted in the
tame manner in which it was played.

Following this game the panel of
players from which the final twenty
would be picked went into training
three nights a week at Primrose Hill
and also started their gym training
under a County Council instructor.
On the following Sunday Waterford
drew with Kilkenny and the Central
Council announced that the two All-
Ireland finals would be played to-
gether on October 4th.

Surprise Placings

When the team was announced
the big surprise was the omission of
Donal O’Grady who was replaced
by Paddy O’Dwyer at centre-half-
back. Another Clare inter-county
man, loddy Guinnane, was sup-
planted by Blondie Murphy of the
Pearses, while Willie Ryan, the St.
Mel’s Tipperaryman, was replaced
by Martin Kelly of Bro. Pearse.

These changes did not meet with
general approval and there was a
certain amount of criticism of the
chosen line-up. The selection com-
mittee nevertheless knew what they
were doing and when the team left
by air for Dublin they were quietly
confident, They arrived in the city
at one o’clock on Saturday, October
3rd, and twenty-seven hours later

were All-Ireland - Junior Hurling
Champions.
That wvictory in Croke Park

climaxed a wonderful year for Lon-
don hurling. For the members of the
Bros. Pearse club on the side, Billy
Duffv (Capt.), Eamon Murray, Mar-
tin Kelly, Blondie Murphy and Joe
Rabbitte it was their third major
trophy in 1959. Previously they had

-

helped their club capture the post-
poned 1958 London County Hurling
Championship and the 1959 ttle as
well. Mike Carmody, the right half-
back, turned the trip to Dublin into
his honeymoon and was delighted to
emulate the feat of Tadhgie Lyne
of Kerry.

The London County Board officials,
under Chairman James Mullarkey,
were overjoyed that their great efforts
for Gaelic games had borne fruit.

Much credit, too, must go to
County Treasurer, John Moriarty,
who trained the team and to Willie
Barron, the old Waterford stalwart,
who gave tactical talks to the team.

Truly, it can be said, that the 1959
All-Ireland Junior Hurling Cham-
pionship was brought across the Irish
Sea by the combined efforts of all the
(;aels in London,

What does this win mean to the
game in London? Obviously the fact
that a new team will have to be
found to defend the title will
stimulate interest tremendously with
players making every effort to cap-
ture a place on the team for 1960.
While on the subject, what are the
chances of successfully defending it?
They must be considered pretiy
strong on the evidence provided in
the practice game which the cham-
pions lost to the Brian Boru selec-
tion.

Warwickshire are likely to offer
the strongest challenge in the com-
ing season although County Secre-
tary, Gerald Flanagan, tells me their
team will not compare favourably
with their teams of the past.

However we will tackle next year
when 1t comes.

HANDBALL REVIEW . ..

(Continued from page 36)
inexplicably never rose to the occa-
sion and but for one lively spell when
Downey was trying for his winning
ace in the last game, this final was the
dreariest of the year.

Monopoly?

Limerick’s Tom McGarry and
Martin Mullins again won the Senior
Softball Double when they beat the
Delaney brothers from Kilkenny in
the final.

By the easy manner in which these
Limerick boys have taken this par-
ticular title for the last two years 1
would not be a bit surprised if they
were to make their own of it for many
years to cCome.

Clare won her second All-Ireland
title when young Michael Kirby over-
came Louth’s Terry Reilly to take the
Junior Softball Singles crown. It
will be recalled that another of the
Kirby brothers, Pat, won this par-
ticular softball singles title for Clare

two years ago to give his county her
first ever All-Ireland handball title.

Another family crashed the head-
lines when the aforementioned Terry
Reilly and brother Paddy annexed
the Tunior Softball Doubles crown.

Tipperary deserve great credit for
halting Wicklow’s  all-conquering
gallop in the minor championships
when Con Cleere and John Cleary
just pipped Clery and Dwyer in a
thrilling Hardball Doubles fiinal.

Once again no All-Ireland titles
went to either Connaught or Ulster.
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However, judging on performances in
the semi-finals the time is not far
distant before these two provinces
will again figure in the honours’ list.

The All-Army Championships
were a personal triumph for Pre.
Mick Hore (Eastern Command) whao
as well as winning the Hardbaii
Singles title, took the Softball Doubles
crown in partnership with Cpl. Willy
Cockburn. These championships,
which were run off without a hitch
in the Garda Depot in the Phoenix
Park, were a masterpiece of efficiency
and orderliness. For this a lot of
credit is due to Lieut. Paul Buckley
(Eastern Command).

Sgt. Dick Maher (Curragh Train-
ing Camp) was once again in the
honours’ list when, partnered by Sgt.
“Chubby” Geary, he took the Hard-
ball Doubles crown.

Pte. Devlin (Southern Command)
provided the shock of the Champion-
ships. This unknown from down
South beat Mick Hore in the final of
the Softball Singles.

Gael Linn Double

The greatest ever Gael Linn tour-
nament saw Tom McGarry of
Limerick take this magnificent cup
for the second year in succession at
Newport with a great final victory
over his opponent of last year’s final,
Joe Maher of Louth.

Last year’s final was close and ex-
citing but this year’s was a comnlets
contrast. McGarry, once he had re-
duced Maher’s early lead, drew away
to win convincingly.
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Corn Ui Bhroin, 1960
Round (1) (All games on 27/3/°60; extra time

Junior Hurling and Football (2 years draw)
—(Venues for 1961 in the away county
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for 1960) played if necessary.)
(A) (1) Lughbhaidh v. An Mhi, at An Uaimbh.
(1) Lughbhaidh v. An Mhi—at Drogheda. (2) Iar-Mhi v. Longphort, at Longford.
(2) Longphort v. Iar-Mhi—at Longtord. | (3) O bhFiilghe v. Cill Dara at Tullamore.
(B) (4) Loch Garman v. Ceatharlach at Carlow.
(3) Cill Dara v. Ath F]liath—at .I}ruir:head Nua. (5) Cill Mannt4in v. Ath Cliath at Aughrim.
(4) Ceatharlach v. Cill Manntain—at Carlow. (6) Laois v. Cill Choinnigh at Portlaoise.
; (©) ' | Round (2)—Dates and venues and referees to be
(5) Laois v. O bhFailghe—at Birr, H arranged by Chairman and Secretary.
(6) Loch Garman v. Cill Choinnigh—at Ennis- t
corthy. |
Round (1) on 3/4/°60; extra time to be played Senior and Minor Footbali E
if necessary.
Round (2)—(A) (1)v.(2) (1) Longphort v. An Mhi, at Mullingar — ]
B G)v.(4) 200, :
(C) (5)v.(6) 24 /4/1960. (2) Laois v. Iar-Mhi at Tullamore—38/5/°60. !
Venues and Referees to be arranged by Chair- ' (3) Loch Garman v. Cill Dara at Carlow— !
man and Secretary. Semi-finals to be drawn. 1/5/°60. ;
: hFailgh Droichead
Minor Hurling Preliminary Rounds () geua;h_ai‘lja;?/jgﬂ.(ﬁh AR - D Reee
(A= Gill Masmtan, v G Dara, 10,/4/90 (5) Lughbhaidh v. Cill Manntiin at Croke Park
(2) Ceatharlach v. (A)—24/4/60. —8/5/°60.
Minor Football Preliminary Round (6) Ath Cliath (a bye).
Ceatharlach v. Cill Choinnigh, 17/4/60—DBally- Round (2)—(7) Ath Cliath v. 29/5/60.
ragget.
(8) Bye.
Senior and Minor Hurling (9) V. 5/6/°60.
(1) O bhFailghe v. Iar-Mhi—10/4/60. (10) Bye.
(2) Laois v. An Mhi—10/4/60.
3) (1) v. (2—22/5/60. To be drawn as from above.
. First out of the hat plays Ath Cliath, next
Minor (3) v. (2) Preliminary Round team drawn a bye, next two teams as at (9) and
Championship Semi-finals last team a bye.
Cill Ehg;mgh or Loch Garman or Ath Cliath Semidfinals—(11) (7)v. (8—26/6,60:
Semi-finals—12/6/°60 and 19/6/°60. (12) (9) v.(10)—3/7/°60.
Final—10/7 /’60. | Final—(11) v. (12) on 17/7/°60.




LOOKING BACK ON

(Continued from Page 30)
Johnny Cullotty of Kerry won an
All-TIreland medai guarding the net,
tc add to the one he gained as a

corner-forward in 1955. Surely a
record 1in itself.
Another son of the Kingdom,

Tadgh Lyne was recalled to the
county side for the All-Ireland final.
That move started them talking but
it was nothing to the furore created
when the bould Tadhgie tied the

’39
matrimonial knot the very day before
the big match.

Other well-known performers to
join the ranks of the benedicts were
Padge Kehoe of Wexford, Dan
O'Neill of Louth, Noel O'Reilly and
Hubert Gaffney of Cavan, Hauleen
McDonagh (Galway), Dermot Kelly
(Limerick), Jimmy Smith (Clare),
Jimmy Grey and Mark Wilson of
Dublin, Tony Wall of Tipperary and
Jackie Gallagher of Leitrim.
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On the club front, St. Vincents won
their tenth Dublin football title in 11
years. Truly a great achievement. St
Finbarr’s, one of Cork’s  illustrious
hurling names, captured the county
football title for the third time in four
years while Tuam Stars are still
supreme in Galway.

In hurling Glen Rovers captured
the Cork title for the seventeenth time
since 1934 while Mt. Sion are Water-
ford champions for the seventh year
running and the fifteenth time 1u
twenty-one years. Imposing records,
surely, even by the standards of these
great clubs.

New records were established in
Tipperary, where Thurles Sarsfields
are hurling champions for the fifth
year running, and in Wexford, where
Enniscorthy St. Aidan’s won their
fourth hurling title in a row.

Necdless to say Mr. Hurling him-
self could not be kept out of the news.
In February the Rest of Ilreland
selectors dropped a bombshell by
omitting him from their team. How-
ever, Christy was still going strong in
November and astounded the nation
by notching 'six goals and four points
i a National I eague game against
Wextord.

With Ring still going strong Ollic
Freeney of Dublin announced his re-
tirement from the game. Like him or
love him, and Freeney seemed to
generate extremes of both sentiments
in rival supporters, you must adrait
the Gaelic scene will be the poorer
by the departure from the playing-
fields of Dublin’s arch-schemer.

Jim Crowley, Dublin’s sporting
defender, and Tom * Pook ™ Dillon,
Galway’s craggy corner-back, retired
from inter-county fare. Happily both
are still displaying their talents in the
club sphere.

Forcibly removed from active ser-
vice, as a result of severe leg injuries
sustained in a traffic accident, was
Sean Moore, Cork’s towering foot-
baller. Tom McGarry, Limerick’s
versatile athlete met with similar
trouble while John Ryan, that master
Wexford handballer, was injured at
work. Tipperary’s sterling defender,
Jimmy Finn, received an eye injury
in June which side-lined him ever
since. May they all be back in harness
in the New Year.

Many other happenings in 1959
deserve mention. However, space
being at a premium, and the Editor’s
patience getting very scarce, I am
forced to conclude.

MAY 1960 BRING READERS ALL THEY
DESIRE AND THE BEST OF GOOD SPORT,
WHETHER IN CROEKE PARK OR IN THE
LITTLE FIELDS WHERE THE CRY OF
“BACK TO THE LINE” GOES UP WHEN-
EVER THE PLAY COMES NEAR.
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"DUBLIN'S 17" MINOR TITLE
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EVER since Dublin achieved a hat-trick of minor All-Ireland football victories in the
“years 1954, 1955 and 1956, they have commanded a healthy respect in the competition.
With the seniors last year, Dublin youth was also to the fore when a notable Metropolitan

football double was realised.

Back in 1945 I remember a fair-
haired marvel named Oliver Freeney
sparking off another victory. With the
1959 championship season approach-
ing, I wondered what Dublin could
put into the field to retain their Minor

title.

Unlike a senior team which can go on
for years, a minor side may vanish com-
pletely after one year. Thus, minor men-
tors must be continually on the lookout
for likely under-eighteen prospects for
county teams.

As early as March or April the

Dublin Minor Board holds trials for
places. This method of guidance to
selectors, which I view with much
misgivings, is understandable in the
case of the wide field of selection in
the Metropolitan area. I still main-
tain, however, that the best mode of
selection is based on club perfor-
mances throughout the year,

If Dublin minor mentors have
such a large pool of talent from which
to choose, should they not capture a
minor title every year? Having a big
selection is very desirable but knitting
fifteen good young footballers into a
forceful unit is a far different matter,

Here I must congratulate the
Dublin mentors who, more often than
not, arrange challenge matches for
their probable minor selection before
the Leinster championship has

actually commenced. This gives the
lads an opportunity of getting to

By JIM CROWLEY

know each other and to understand
each other’s play.

First Signs

Looking at the All-Ireland Colleges
final in Croke Park last April, I knew
that Dublin minors would be there or
thereabouts in the championship. Of
a very workmanlike wvictorious Sr.
Joseph’s side, I learned that Paddv
Talbot, Alan Doran, Mick Campion,
Frank Byrne, Simon Behan and Sean
Coen were all eligible for Dublin. It
was no surprise to learn that they had

all been selected.

Another encouraging factor was the
knowledge that Brian McDonald, Mick
Kissane and Paddy Taylor, stars in the
1958 triumph, were again available for
selection. Sean O'Neill , chairman of the
Board was nominated as trainer and
things began to take shape.

Wexford, having beaten Carlow

and Kilkenny, were faced first in
Portlacise. On a hot summer’s day,
Dublin pulled away in the second half
for a good win. Brian McDenald on
the “40” showed that he was a natural
leader in attack and was one of the
big “men™ in the victory.

The next hurdle was in Navan
where Louth were encountered. Louth
had impressed in beating Kildare but

against Dublin’s clever combination
they had no answer. For this game
Dublin intreduced a new right winger
from the O’Tooles club, Paddy
BPelaney, who was to play an impor-
tant part in subsequent victories.

After this good win over Louth,
hopes were high for the Leinster final
against Offaly in Tullamore. Offaly
put up a good show but after a
wonder McDonald goal—the best I
saw in the 1959 championship—the
midland challenge faded and Dublin
were in another All-Ireland semi-
final.

Surprised Us

Cork surprised us in the semi-final
with their grand, confident football.
What I had expected to be an easy
victory very nearly turned into a
defeat. Cork football appears to have
a- bright future with these lads.

Paddy Delaney’s ability on a long-
range free was demonstrated in this
game. One particularly fine effort for
a point was the signal for a Dublin
recovery and victory.

Up north, Cavan minors had
emerged as Ulster representatives. I
saw them in the Ulster final against

CAVAN, ALL-IRELAND MINQOR
FOOTBALL FINALISTS, 1959
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Chrlstmas

T’S Christmas time once again and it is indeed a pleasure to extend to all readers and Gaels

everywhere sincere good wishes for the holy

season, and the blessing of the Christ Child on

the:r festwrtles. May the simplicity and love of the first Christmas morning ever be in their hearts.

Christmas is a time for memories,
o let us join a company of old Gaels
assembled under congenial auspices.

When recollection is given rein,
what a spate of reminiscences
follows! The light in many eyes

turns inwards to visions of other days
and scenes.

There would be amongst that
group men who witnessed some of
the earliest games of the infant G.A.A.

They would speak of tremendous
contests between two score men and
t'wo on fields tmlj,r mown that morn-
ing. An old man’s eyes would gleam
again with the ardour—the abandon
—of the games, and another’s sparkle
with the long dormant enthusiasm of
those days.

Some real veterans would tell of
Birr and Clonskeagh, where the first
honours of the Association were won,
and the era of Clonturk Park would
be recalled.

Then, assuredly, the greatness of
native games would find testimony in
the praise of the county teams which
appeared in those days.

Dublin’s ** Young Irelands”™ and
Kerry’s “Laune Rangers” would rise
again In the mind’s eye as examples
of the spirit, strength and skill that
dominated the football arena then.

EPIC STRUGGLE
And another Kerry team—Ballyduff—
would recall the story of an epic struggle
with the grim hurlers from Wexford. It
would claim more than passing mention;
for it was such a contest as has mnever
since been seen in a native arena, There
was more of the spirit of the ancient
Fianna abroad that day than ever since.
Forgetful of all else, those hurling rivals
seemed pregrred to contend for hurling

supremacy from dawn to dusk.

Again, we would have the “Young
Ireland’s ” reappear to play Cavan
Slashers in the All-Ireland Semi-
Final at noon, 2nd defeat Cork’s
Clondrohid that evening for the Blue
Riband.

The long-memoried would think of
other great Cork football teams of
those days—Midleton, Dromtarriffe,
“Nils Desperandum ” and Lees;
Louth and Kilkenny in football, and
far-away Derry in hurling, also
appeared on this long-vanished arena
hard by the historic Tara.

On such occasions it is only natural
that old hurling days form the topic
of conversation and the veriest details
of many an unforgettable game arc
splendidly described.

Some go back t¢ a memorable day
in Dungarvan over half a century ago
when Cork and Kilkenny served up
a feast of hurling that has survived
the years and is still spoken of as
vividly as that afternoon when a
grand company, that included Father
Dollard (the * Poet Priest of Gael-
dom™), Pat McGrath, Dan Fraher
and Ald. Jim Nowlan, first discussed

By SEAMUS O CEALLAIGH

its undisputed merit with that greatest
of Gaelic journalists—"“Vigilant.”

In 1931 the same classic counties
emulated the fame of their predeces-
sors in three magnificent struggles.

Others harp on the drawn game
between Limerick and Tipperary at
Thurles 1n 1923 as a hurling exhibi-
tion whilst Tipperary’s subsequent
meeting with Kilkenny for the Blue
Riband provided one »f the most
colourful of games, in which the lead
changed as rapidly as the flashing
seconds.

Another grand struggle was the
ever-memorable first meeting between
Leinster and Munster in the revived
Railway Cup series, whilst the 1912
Final between Cork and Kilkenny
caused more heart-throbs than any
game before or since.

WONDERFUL EXPONENTS

Down through the years the great
game of the Gael has had some
wonderful exponents. A few recalled
from random is no insult to the
memory of the others.

Cool, stylish and clever Jim
Kelleher of Dungourney; mighty
“Fox” Meagher of Tullaroan, and his
worthy successor, John Power of Pil-
town; Andy Fitzgerald, the “Cork
stone wall”; Sean Kennedy of New
Ross, All-Ireland champion in hurling
and football; the ready and reliable
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Jack Rochford of Three Castles; and
that grand full-back of his day, James
(“Sean Og”) Hanley of Kilfinane.

Dick (“Drug”™) Walsh, the famous
captain of Moondharrig’s former great
team; Mike Maher of Tubberadora,
the Tipperary giant, kindliest of
Gaels and loyalest of companions;
O’Grady of Moycarkey, the Lalors
and Tom Murphy of Three Castles;
Matt Gargan, Paddy Lanigan, Dan
Stapleton and that stylist, Dr. J. J.
Brennan, of the * City of the Con-
federation”; Denis and Andy Buck-
ley, Stevy Riordan and * Parson ™
Coughlan of Blackrock; the genial
Harry Boland from Liffeyside; the
well known Sim Walton; the Graces
and Jerh. Doherty of Tullaroan; the
Doyles of Mooncoin, Tom Hayes and
Denny Lanigan from the Treaty City;
Jim Kelly, the * Kilkenny Scoring
Machine”; Tom Semple and the
Mocklers of Tipperary; the Mackeys.
of Castleconnell, the Leahys of Boher-
lahan; the O’Maras »f Toomevara
and the famous Aherns who made
such history for the little village of
Blackrock. A brilliant company surely.

Then think of some of the great
teams that have adorned the hurling
field. The strength, power and irresis-
tible dash of Tubberadora; the in-
stinctive science, grace and speed of
the Blackrock men; “ Come on ’de
’Barrs”™, warcry of the famed St. Fin-
barrs side from the Lough parish; the
flashing strokes of the Tullaroan boys
or the sound ground hurling of the
men of Mooncoin, Boherlahan and
Toomevara in their heyday; Claug-
haun and Young Ireland, famous.
Limerick City rivals; O’Gonnelloe in
Clare; Kilfinane, full of olden:
memories; the jockey caps of the:
hurlers from Horse and Jockey; the
prowess of the boys from Thurles;
Faughs and Kickhams, well known in
Dublin hurling; Mount Sion, nursery
of many a great player; and Bally-
duff, who breught to the “Kingdom”
its only hurling crown.

IN LIGHTER VEIN

And for a lighter interlude, let us
have a few stories:

WE open with a little yarn

that the great Kerry foot-
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ball captain, the late Dick Fitz-
gerald of Killarney, often told
against himself.

Dick was acting at Croke
Park in an important football
game in which Dublin was par-
ticipating. There was a crowd
of Liffeyside youths behind the
canal goal, and when Dick
failed to flag what they thought
to be a score, he got a great
harangue, and then, for a finish-
up, one of them shouted: “An
ould country farmer. What
could he know about football
anyway?"

What did Dick know about
football? One of the greatest
of Kerry captains, his book,
How to Play Gaelic Foorball is
still the recognised authority on
this most popular of all games.

N a crowded train running
well behind schedule from
the “beyonds” of Kerry to an
All-Ireland football final, a man
sporting a big green and gold
favour produced a good sized
fruit cake, which he polished off
in surpnsmgl}f quick fashion.

Time passed. Suddenly ne
began groaning and doubling
himself up, and then straighten-
ing out azain. When this had
gone on for some time another
occupant of the compartment
asked him: “What's the matter
at all? Can I do anything for
ynu?”

“That cake I ate,” groaned
the sufferer, “it had nuts in it,
and I think the missus forgot
to shell them.”

“Heavens!” exclaimed the
sympathiser, “and do vou feel
you can crack ‘em just by
bending?”

NELLY (at a hurling match,
with her boy friend):
“Who’s number ten, Sean?”
“That’s young Jimmy Dovyle.
He'll be our best man before
very long” remarked Sean, a
fervent Tipperary hurling fan.
“How nicely you put it,
Sean,” exclaimed Nelly, “I
knew you’d spring this on me
when I wasn’ expecting it.”

FATHER had been lectur-

ing his small son, stressing
that we are here in this world
to help others,

The lad considered this for
some time, then asked with a
puzzled frown: *“What are the
others here for?”

A NORTH Tipperary hucler,
arrested by the Black and
Tans and duly lodged in Lime—
rick Prison, was worried con—
cerning a plot of around that he
had intended digging.
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He wrote his wife: *“Mary,
whatever you do don’t let any—
one dig the garden. That's
where the guns are hidden.”

The letter was duly cen-
sored, and a short time later
soldiers came and dug up the
garden from end to end but, of
course, found nothing.

Mary, very worried over the
incident, wrote to her husband
asking what she should do now.

The prompt reply was short
and to the point: “Put in the
EFI.I{IE.”

PUZZLED small boy

watched a party of anglers
putting off in their boat. “But
daddy,” he asked, “do the fish
like all that beer?”

AT a sports meeting two hefty
teams were struggling in a
tug o' war. Among the spec-
tators were two elderly ladies,
who became more and more
agitated as the teams, evenly
matched, began to show signs
of exhaustion. At last one of
them said 1o the other: “Why
don’t they cut the rope?”

MALL son: * Daddy, was
baby sent down from
Heaven?”
Father: “Yes, Liam, he was.”
Small son (with a sigh): *I
s'pose they like to have peace
and quiet up there.”

HE was a completely hopeless
golfer, although a good
hurler in his dav.

One occasion, when he was
playing even worse than usual,
he muttered to his caddie: “I
took up this game to practice
self-control.” :

“You ought to have gone in
for caddving, sir,” said the boy,
with a deep sigh.

GALWAY hurler had ro
seek work away from home
and was paying fifty shillings a
week for board and lodging.
One day his landlady said,
“I'm afraid I'll have to charge
you znother ten shillings, vou’re
such a big eater!™
For heaven’s sake don’t do
that,”” said the Galwayman.
“I'm killing myself already try-
ing to eat fifty shillings worth!”

WELL - KNOWN  and
popular County G.A.A.
secretary tells the story of the
inveterate follower of hurling,
who rarely missed a game, yet
was mnever Kknown to pass
through the entrance gate, He
always contrived to find another,
and less expensive, way into
the arena.
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On the occasion of a par
ticularly attractive match the
secretary thought it would be a
good idea to save the bad
example of an unauthorised en-
trance, and, on meeting the cul-
prit, said: “Here’s a pass fcrr
next Sunday’s match, Tommy.”
And back came the retort: “No,
thanks, Johnny; I'd rather go
over the ditch.”

OUNG IRELAND and
Ahane were playing at
Limerick Gaelic Grounds in the
County Senior Hurling Cham-
pionship.

It was the day of the great
All-Ireland hurling final of
1945, between Tipperary and
Kilkenny, and the broadcast
from Liffeyside was being re-
layed through loudspeakers.

The announcer said that one
of the Kilkenny lads had dis-
carded his hurling boots “‘just
as that doyen of hurlers, Mick
Mackey, often did in his hey-
da}'.”’

The Limerick crowd rocked
with laughter. Humour of the
situation was that Mick was
just after removing a pair of
new hurling boots and pitched
them to the sideline, continuing
the game in his stocking vamps.

MUCH - TRAVELLED
Gael tells a good story
that happened while he was
staying at a hotel in Germany
many long years ago. He had
been examining the ruins of an
old church and had lost his way,
Seeing a couple of friendly-
looking strangers he asked them
the surest way to get back to the
hotel. They told him. He
thanked the men, and, when
leaving, asked them their names.
“I am the Emperor of
Russia,” said one of the men,
“and I am the Emperor of
Prussia,” said the other,

The Irishman bowed
solemnly, raised his hat and re-
torted: “In that case I am the
Emperor of China.”

The two astonished men
stared after him for, as it hap-
pened, they actually were the
Emperors.

THE early hours of the morn-
ing the 1939 Cork-
Kilkenny All-Ireland hurling
final witnessed a terrific thun-
derstorm, followed by a great
downpour of rain, to be re-
peated later in the day, making
the second half of the match
ever memorable for a grand dis-
plav under apalling conditions.

At breakfast in a well-known
hotel a Cork “fan” was dole~

(Overleaf



fully gaping through the win-
dow at the heavy rain when the
waitress appeared,

“I say,” he said, addrsesing
that worthy, “it looks like the
Flood.”

“Like what?’ the girl en-
quired.

“Like the Flood,” the Rebel
County man continued, *“You
have read of the Flood and how
the Ark landed on Mount
Ararat, haven’'t youl”

“No, sir,”” admitted the wait-
ress, I ain't seen a mewspaper
for more’'n a week.”

IT happened on the road to

Ennis the day Limerick
plaved Galway in the 1940 All-
Ireland Senior Hurling Semi-
Final.

Two cyclists, one of whom
had a decided squint, came into
vielent collision, and sat down
on the road with wrath stamped
on each of their faces.

“Why the mischief don’t you
look where you’re going?”
queried the first angrily,

“Why don’t yvou go where
you're looking?” was the prompt
and bitter retort.

Setting: The Mansion House
Ceili on the night of the
1940 All-Ireland Hurling
Final, won by Limerick.

NOTED Limerick hurler
* approached a young lady
with the query: *“ Excuse me,
Miss, but do you know the
*Walls of Limerick’ ? »

Proprietors and Management

[

of

Crofton House Hotel

“Of course I do,” she ex-
claimed, “sure isn’t my brother
married to one of them!”

URING the renovation of a
Louse whilst the owner was
onn holiday, the telephone rang.
A workman answered it. To
his surprise he heard: “ Will
you lay me a ‘fiver’, Tom, on
Limerick to beat Kilkenny in
the hurling final.”
“Sorry, but there’s nobody
home here, friend, this is an
empty house ™ said the work-
man.
“Is that so” came the reply,
“Who are you then, a ghost?”

ONE day during playtime the
boys had a hurhing match
in the school yard, and Tommy
had his new hurley broken.
But small consolation he got
from Paddy, who said: “Serve
you right! Don’t you know you
should never bring out a new
hurley the first day!”

IT was in a hurling match and
a player had been ordered
off by the referee. In the old
days that would have been the
signal for a faction fight that
might range over twenty
parishes, and be prolonged from
generation to generaticn. On
this occasion there was not a
word.

Onlookers were amused at the
consternation vividly depicted
on the face of an old man, who
had seen other things, and who
had as many marks and cica-

Made in
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trices on forehead and face as a
German student.

With the instinct of old
traditions, he had evidently been
expecting a glorious fight. When
he saw how things ended, he
was cdeeply disgusted. He looked
for zome time 1nto vacancy, as
if calling up the ghosts of bye-
gone days, and then, sauntered
sadly away, muttering, °‘ By
gonnies! . What’s this misfor-
tunate country coming to at all,
at all?”

IT is refreshing to listen to the

yarns of the old hurlers, and
to recall the glamour of the
games of fifty or sixty vyears
ago,

And now the last word from
the old veteran: “What can the
lads of to-day know of our tims,
with their private cars, stream-
lined buses and all-steel trains.
The old wagonette, the unlined
fields, the togging off at the side
of the ditch, are all part of the
past — the rameish of an old
man about the time when he
was young.”

50 IN THE FAST-FADING LIGHT OF
ANOTHER YEAR WE LEAVE THE OLD-
WORKERS IN THE CAUSE OF THE GAEL.
MAY THEIR MEMORY EVER BE AN
INSPIRATION TO THOSE ENTRUSTED
WITH THE TASK OF MAINTAINING THE
GAELIC TRADITION.

Necedlaig fe shean agus ath-bhliadhain
fe shonas oraibh go leir, a chairde
Gaedheal !

is your guarantee of
DURABILITY, QUALITY

and STYLE

Dun Laoire

send Greetings and Good Wishes to
their many patrons and hope to renew

acquaintances during the coming year.

DANCES * WEDDINGS * PARTIES

FULLY LICENSED % PHONE 849021

Specialities:
Ladies’ Tweeds, “Sports” Clothes, Boys’
Hard - wearing Tweeds, Ouvercoatings,
Blankets, Rugs.

*
If it is DRIPSEY you can buy

it, confidert that you will get
gendine value for your money.
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TIPPERARY (43)

Senior Hurling (17)—1887,
1895, 189%6, 1898, 1899,
1900, 1906, 1908, 1916,

' 1925, 1930, 1937, 1945,
1949, 1950, 1951, 1955.

Senior Football (4)—1889,
1895, 1900, 1920.

Junior Hurling (7)—1913,
1915, 1924, 1926, 1930,
1933, 1953,

Junior Football = (2)—1912,
1923,

Minor Hurling (12)—1930,
1932, - 1933, 1934 1947,
1949, 1952, 1953, 1955,
1956, 1957, 1959,

Minor Football (1)—1934.

CORK (39)

Senior Hurling (19)—1890,
1892, 1893, 1894, 1902,
1903, 1919, 1926, 1928,
1929, 1931, 1941, 1942,
1943, 1944, 1946, 1952,
1953, 1954.

Senior Football (3)—1890,
1911, 1945,

Junior Hurling (8)—1912,
1916, 1925, 1940, 1947,
1950, 1955, 1958,

Junior Football (3)—1951,
1953, 1955,

Minor Hurling (6)—1928,
1937, 1938, 1939, 1941,
1951.

DUBLIN (39)

Senior Hurling (6)—1889,
1917, 1920, 1924, 1927,
1935,

Senior Football (16)—1891,
1892, 1894, 1897, 1898,
1899, 1901, 1902, 1906,

WENTY-EIGHT counties, in-

cluding London, have won
an All-lreland title in one or
more of the six grades. Tipperary
and Dublin are the only counties
to have been victorious in all.
Leitrim, Donegal, Derry, Antrim
and Carlow have yet to win an
All-lIreland title. Here is the list
of the total number of successes
recorded by each county.

1907, 1908, 1921, 1922,
1923, 1942, 1958,

Junior Hurling (3)—1932,
1937. 1952,

Junior Football (4)—1914,
1916, 1939, 19485,

Minor Hurling (3)—1945,
1946, 1954,

Minor Football (7)—1930,
1945, 1954 1955, 1956,
1958, 1959,

KERRY (33)

Senior Hurling (1)—1891.

Senior Football (19)—1903,
1904, 1909, 1913, 1914,
1924, 1926. 1929, 1930,
1931, 1932, 1937, 1939,
1940, 1941, 1946, 1953,
1955, 1959.

Junior Football (8§)—1913,
1915, 1924, 1928, 1930,
1941, 1949, 1954.

Minor Football (5)—1931,
1932, 1933, 1946, 1950.

KILKENNY (22)

Senior Hurling (14)—1904,
1905, 1907, 1909, 1911,

1932,

1912, 1913, 1922,

LL-IRELAND HONOURS LIST

1933, 1935, 1939, 1947,
1957.

Junior Hurling (4)—1928,
1946, 1951, 1956.

Minor Hurling (4)—1931,
1935, 1936, 1950,

LIMERICK. (14)

Senior Hurling (6)—1897,
1918, 1921, 1934, 1936,
1940,

Senior Football (2)—1887,
1596.

Junior Hurling (4)—1935,
1941, 1954, 1957.

Minor Hurling (2)—1940,
1958,

GALWAY (9)

Senior Hurling (1)—1923.

Senior Football (4)—1925,
1934, 1938, 1956.

Junior Hurling (1)—1939,

Junior Football © (2)—1931,
1958,

Minor Football (1)—1952.

WEXFORD (8)

Senior Hurling (3)—1910,
1855, 1956.

Senior Football (5)—1893,
1915, 1916, 1917, 1918.

LOUTH (8)

Senior Football (3)—1910,
1912, 1957,

Junior Football (3)—1925,
1932, 1934,

Minor Football (2)—1936,
1940.

(Contd. on next page, col. 1)

Telegrams: ““ McKeogh, Ballina, Killaloe ”

JAMES McKEOGH

Telephone: Killaloe 9

GROCERY, WINE, SPIRIT AND PROVISION STORES
MODEL STEAM BAKERIES AND HIGH-CLASS CONFECTIONER

Cakes and Bracks

; WHOLESALE AND RETAIL MERCHANT
I
I
I
I

BALLINA

KILLALOE




CAVAN (8)
Senior  Football (5)—1 933,
1935, 1947, 1948, 1952,

Junior Football (1)—1927.
Milngc;- Football (2)—1937,
3.

MAYO (8)

Senior Football (3)—1936,
1950, 1951,

Junior Football (3)—1933,
1950, 1957,

Minor Football (2)—1935,
1953,

MEATH (7)

Senior  Football (2)—1949,
1954,

Junior Hurling (2)—1927,
1948,

Junior Football (2)—1947,
1952,

Minor Football (1)—1957.

ROSCOMMON (6)

Senior  Football (2)—1943,
1944, M

Junior Football (1)—1940,

Minor Football (3)—1939,
1941, 1951,

WATERFORD (6)

Senior Hurling
1950,

Junior Hurlmg
1934,

Minor
1948,

(2)—1948,

(2)—1931,

Hu:lmg (2)—1929,

LONDON (5)

Senior Hurling (1)—1901.

Junior Hurling (3)—1938,
1949, 1959,

Junior Football (1)—1938,

KILDARE (4)

Senior Football (4)—1905,
1919, 1927, 1928,

CLARE (3)

Senior Hurling (1)—1914,

Junior Hurling (1)—1914.

Minor Football (1)—1929

OFFALY (2)

Junior Hurling (2)—1923
1929,

WESTMEATH (2)
Junior Hurling (1) .
Junior Football (1)—1929.

ARMAGH (2)
Junior Foothall (1 :
Minor Football (1)—1949,

TYRONE (2)

Minor Football (2)—1947,
1948,

LAOIS (1)

Senior Hurling (1)—1915,

DOWN (1)

Junior Football (1)—194s6.

LONGFORD (1)

Junior Football (1)—1937.

SLIGO (1)

Junior Football (1)—1935.

WICKLOW (1)

Junior Football (1)—1936.

MONAGHAN (1)

Junior Football (1)—19586,

FERMANAGH (1)

Junior Football (1)—1959,

RAILWAY CUP GAMES

(Continued from Page 31)

It was tough luck on the F olev
brothers to have to cry off the Leinster
football team for their first Railway
Cup final. Munster were without ace
midfielder Mick O’Connell.

Cathal O’Leary operated in the
midfield area for Leinster and quickly
warmed to his work. The constant
pressure from midfield was bound tc
bring scores and when a vital one
came it proved a gem. A struggie in
the Munster goal area saw Ollie
Freeney falling but hammering the
ball to the net.

Sean Brearton and Jack Kenna
were ceaseless foragers on the wings
but nevertheless the scores were
coming slowly. Munster kept in the
hunt through isolated raids which saw
John Dowling, though well shadowed
by Andy Doyle, notch some nice
points,

That was the general pattern
throughout the éntire game—Leinster
pressing but the Munster full line de-
fiant. A late Leinster goal clinched
ihe 1ssue in a poor enough final.

In June we saw the official openinz
of the new Hogan Stand, preceded bv
a pageant and succeeded by the Rail-
way Cup hurling final between
Munster and Connaught. Joe Salmon,
due to injury, was unable to field for
the westerners.

For Munster we had a man at full-
forward who could draw a crowd on
his own—Christy Ring. Whenever
we talk about the opening of the
stand we also talk of the Cork-
man’s master scores.

This was without doubt Ring’s
match, and a copybook demonstration
on how to take goals and points.
The fact that he was deprived of his
hurley on one occasion didn’t prevent
this hurling genius from scoring as
good a goal as you would wish to see

with the palm of his hand.

The rangy handballer from
Limerick, Tom McGarry, was ulso 1n
top form while Martin Og Morrissey
gave a grand exhibition on the leit
flank of defence. P_ ]J. Lally tried
all he knew in a lost cause but it was
all to clearly Christy Ring’s day and
Munster’s Railway Cup.

TIPP'S 12th MINOR TITLE

(Continued from page 49)

tained stars like Pat Stakelum, Seamus
Bannon, Paddy Kenney and Jack Harris.

They, however, were beaten by
Dublin in the All-Ireland Final while
this year’s team are All-Ireland cham-
pions as a result of a fight back
against the odds, which would have
done credit to any great side.

Teams of different eras just cannot
be adequately compared. Suffice to
say that this year’s was good enough
to come from behind like champions
to notch the twelfth All-Ireland title.

It 1s impossible also to say which
members of this or any other Minor
team will hit the top in Senior ranks.
So many brilliant minors have come
and gone without doing so that I am
very wary of attempting a prediction.

Some minors give up the game
completely. Others have just not got
the physical qualities to make the
grade in Senior ranks after being able
to hold their own with ease against
the minors. Others just seem to lose
the form that made them minor stars

Being on a champion minor team is
no guarantee of future greatness.
Many a player who did not make thz
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grade as a minor has later on
blossomed into real brilliance.
However, in spite of what I have
said, there are a few members of this
team who seem to have the ability to
make the grade. I will be surprised
if Tom Ryan of Killenaule is not
heard of again. Paddy Doyle and
Larry Kiely seem to be forwards of
the future and Albert Croke looks

good at centre back.

It is a long road to senior grade, how-
ever, and unless these players or any
others put in much hard work they just
will not get there.

THE SELECTORS

And finally let me pay tribute to
the men behind the team—the selec-
tors. The selection committee has
varied little for the last ten years
and much of the success of Tipperary
Minor teams can be attributed to this,
More than any other selection com-
mittee that I have known they have
done their work splendidly.

Credit is due to all five but
especially to Paddy (Sweeper) Ryan,
Sean Dwyer and Mick Moylan, who
have done duty for many years now
without hardly a mistake and this
year carried on the good work once
again,
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EnglishIrish

Dictionary

The new authoritative dictionary contains from 45,000 to
50,000 articles apart from many phrases and idioms in
the articles. A great deal of information has been packed
into a volume of 864 pages. This has been achieved by
the use of a small but easily legible type, and by careful
and economic planning of the articles and examples.
The dictionary is based primarily on common English
usage, the object being to supply the average reader with
Irish equivalents for his everyday language. The standard
spelling and grammar is used throughout.

The editor was Dr. Thomas de Bhaldraithe, Lecturer in
Irish in University College, Dublin, who has studied
lexicology in England, Germany and in the Scandinavian
countries and who has published contributions to the
vocabulary of the dialect of West Galway.
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This dictionary will be indispensable to the
student, the reacher, the writer and to all those
who use Irish in their work.

Demy Oct, 15s.

FOILSEACHAIN RIALTAIS
G.P.0. ARCADE, DUBLIN
or through all booksellers
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BRITAIN

(Continued from page 22)
nelly, brother of the well-knowa
ITyrone {footballers, we can expect
sertous challenges in future years
from Lancashire teams.

We in Britain are looking forward
to 1960 and an increase in the
number of visits by club and county
teams from Ireland to engage our
teams. We hope also to see more
selections from this side of the
Channel returning these wvisits. We
are always keen to pit our strength
against home fifteens in order to
measure our progress.

Whatever county wins the Pro-
vincial Championship of Britain in
1960 we hope they will retain the
junior hurling trophy for us. A bold
bid will also be made to add the foot-
ball title to it.

Officers of the Provincial Council
of Great Britain are: —

President, J. C. Holden, Kilkenny;
Vice-President, J. B. Whittaker, Tip-
perary; Hon. Vice-President, Rev. D.
Stritch, Kerry; Secretary, D. Murphy,
Kerry, and Treasurer, S. T. Cassidy,
Mayo.

THE GAMES IN |

r-_----------------_‘-1’

)
!\ NATIONAL LEAGUES ...

(Continued from page 17)
former brilliant Clare defender, John
Joe (“Goggles”) Doyle, said to me
—“Don’t ever again refer to that man
as Tony Wall — call him ‘Stoney’
Wall.”

On the same day at Ballinasloe
Galway defeated Limerick by 2-7 to
1-4 in a thrill-a-second contest of
rare splendour. From start to finish
an 8,000 attendance was enthralled
to the marrow by a match, every
second of which contained a story.
That was the game that really
“brought out” Tom McGarry

In many a previous test he had
proved his worth but it was that hour
at Ballinasloe that really established
him in the present-day hall of fame.

A week later we saw the first signs
of a Waterford revival when, at
Waterford, the Decies county over-
came title-holders, Wexford, by 2-8
to 1-8 in a hectic battle, high-
lighted by brilliant patches of hurl-
ing. It can be said, without any
fear of contradiction, that Seamus
Power, Waterford’s captain and mid-
fielder, owned that match.

HURLING TEMPEST

A few weeks later a furious hurl-
ing tempest hit Cashel when Tip-
perary were put to the pin of their
collar to defeat Limerick by- 2-9 to
1-6 at Leahy Park.

That contest was breath-taking in
its intensity and, had it been an All-
Ireland decider, it would have been
hailed as one of the greats of the
series,. Wall produced another
“blinder” that day and it seems in-
credible that he should have slumped
so much in so short a time.

There was another joyful hour in
Waterford early in February when, in
a game of tremendous pulling, Kil-
kenny defeated Waterford by 3-6 to
1-8.

IN THE LEAGUE FINAL, TIP-
PERARY, THE MODERN SPECIAL-
ISTS OF THE COMPETITION,
BEAT WATERFORD BY 0-15 TO
0-7. APART FROM THE DEVAS-
TATING POWER OF THE
TIPPERARY DEFENCE IN THE
SECOND HALF IT WAS NOT A
NOTEWORTHY CONTEST.
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CONNAUGHT CHAMPIONSHIPS

1960

9O

CALLING COUNCIL PATRONS

PLEASE WATCH OUT FOR DATES OF SENIOR FOOTBALL

CHAMPIONSHIPS

First Rounds: JUNE 5th and 12th, 1960 - Semi-Final: JUNE 19th, 1960

FINAL : JULY 10th, 1960
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ANTRIM’S HOME TITLE

NTRIM DID NOT WIN THE ALL-IRELAND JUNIOR HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP THIS YEAR.
NATURALLY, EVERYONE IN THE NORTH, AND INDEED MANY FROM SOUTH OF THE
BORDER EXPRESSED DISAPPOINTMENT THAT THE MEN FROM THE FAMOUS GLENS DID
NOT DEFEAT LONDON IN THE FINAL PROPER, THE CURTAIN-RAISER TO THE GREAT
REPLAY BETWEEN WATERFORD AND KILKENNY FOR THE SENIOR CROWN.

But there is a certain amount of
pride in recording that Antrim are
champions of Ireland and the manner
in which they brought about the
downfall of the holders, Cork, on
one of the most historic occasions in
the history of the Gaelic Athletic
Association, was heartwarming. That
day, September 20, 1959, Ulster
was to the fore both in football and
hurling. Antrim, following their win,
gave the Fermanagh players the in-
spiration to go out and defeat Kerry

in the football home final.
On that day, Antrim were once again

i1 Croke Park for what many people ex-
pected to be a heavy defeat. But per-
severance, courage, and determination at
last brought them that long overdue
SUCCESS.

Defeat Their Lot

Since collecting their first Ulster senior
title away back in 1900, defeat had been
their lot when meeting teams from the
southern counties. Their type of hurling
differed greatly from their opponents, but
they battled gamely in search of victory.

In 1947, Ulster went junior, as it was
though their teams might be more
suited to that standard of hurling. Done-
gal and Armagh failed to make the grade
before Antrim reached Croke Park in
1950.

The Start

Came July, 1959, and Antrim went to
Portaferry, Co. Down, to meet the home
county in the Ulster semi-final. Only
three teams compete in Ulster now, An-
trim, Down, and Donegal, and the con-
sequent lack of match practice could be
a deciding factor in the failure of
northern sides when the final stages
arrive,

The small band of Antrim supporters
present that day could not see the team
‘making much more progress in the cam-
paign, as the wearers of the saffron
scraped and scratched their way to a
4-11 to 2-8 win. Indeed if injuries mid-
way through the second half had not
upset Down, they could well have ousted
Antrim,

At half-time, Down were leading by
2-6 to 0-4, were playing like champions,
and had the Antrim men on the run.
But thanks to fine displays by Seamus
Gallagher, Pat Mullaney and Des O"Neill,
Antrim got in front to reach yet another
provincial final,

By GERALD McGUIGAN

A fortni 1gﬂ:ﬂ; later, Donegal came to
Casement Park, and provided very poor
opposition, Aﬂtrim still did not impress,
although winning by the outsize margin
of 23 points, 8-7 to 2-2. Of that side,
only seven appeared in the game against

London.
On August 16, in the home semi-final,

Wexford travelled to Casement Park
with a fine reputation. They had emerged
from Leinster, and were favourites to
reach the final. But, urged on by a large
crowd, the local boys created a first-class
surprise..

This was a game which Antrim should
have had well sewn up before the in-
terval. Instead they had to call on all
their resources of energy and hurling
skill to fight off a great second-half rally
by the Wexford boys.

McDonald's Return
This game saw the return to the An-

trim side of Seamus McDonald, who had
retired from the game after the failure
to Cork in last year’s home final. Mc-
Donald, who played for Ireland against
the Combined Universities a few years
ago, certainly added punch to the attack.
He emerged as top scorer against Wex-
ford, to put the county in the home final
once again,

There were many wide open spaces on
the terraces of Croke Park when An-
trim and Cork came out to battle for the
“home” honours. Antrim had been in
strict training and were in the pink of
condition. Cork, by their success last
year, had to field a completely new team,
but were still expected 10 be too good
for the Ulster champions.

The first twelve minutes gave no in-
dication as to which side would win, as
neither recorded a score. From a Cork
attack the ball went wide, and Des
O’Neill, the Antrim goalkeeper sent the
puck out a prodigious length, almost to
the Cork twenty-one vard line, where
Oliver Campbell scored a capital goal.

That was the injection needed. An-
trim were rampant. An all-out assault
on the Cork goals ended when a free was
awarded to Antrim. McDonald showed
all his skill by flicking the ball to his
left for an unmarked Pat Mullaney to
crash to the roof of the net.

Half-time saw Antrim leading 2-2 to
1-0. This did not look a healthy lead,
as Cork had the assistance of the breeze
in the second period.
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It was then we saw Antrim at their
best. The backs were terrifficc, They were
fearless, never shirking the tackle, and
before long the margin between the sides
was widened., Cork were not yet finished
and brought Antrim supporters’ hearts to
their mouths in a late attack, But the
backs stood firm, and Antrim were home
at last.

The stars of the game? Every one
in the team. The long years of trying had
been rewarded.

Could Have Won

The failure to London detracted some-
what from that success. Antrim could
have beaten the exiles had they adhered
to the top quality hurling evident against
Cork, and for thirty minutes against
London.

But when London went into a slight
lead, everyone seemed to panic. Changes
were made which reduced the smooth
moving scoring machine to six loose
parts.

It is some consolation to .remember

that London had the services of players

like Billy Duffy, Des Dillon, and Liam
Dargan, who had played for senior
county teams before going across the
Irish Sea, When it is recalled that Dillon
once served as a doctor in Belfast, per-
haps had he been on the Antrim side
the result might have been reversed,

IL.ady Luck did not look too kindly
on Antrim that day, but perhaps next
year the Saffron and White will go all
the way.

Cost Fantastic

Biggest drawback to the game in An-
trim is the problem of hurleys. The cost
of procuring these is fantastic. Recently,
only through the kindness of an admirer
of the game in the county was a minor
trial game played.

The schools are the places in which
to set Antrim on the road to success, but
without the equipment, it is an wuphill
fight. Great work is being done by the
teachers to foster the games, Maybe
in the not too distant future their efforts
will be rewarded.

The great quality in Northern teams
going to Croke Park is that they never
give up trying. Several of the Antrim
team this year were making a final effort
to win that elusive medal, They failed,
but they will be just as proud as the
players when the day comes and fifteen
hurlers in Saffron and White are borne
shoulder high from the arena as All-
Ireland champions.
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THERE IS NO BETTER FOOD THAN

Pasteur Cream or _
Pasteur Cream-Cheese

They contain the vitamins necessary for

FITNESS AND VITALITY
and are SUPREME BODYBUILDERS

* Your Local Grocer can supply you *

THE PASTEUR DAIRY

Depot :
19 PEMBROKE LAMNE, BALLSBRIDGE
DUBLIN Phone 62077

.1

ALL ITRELAND KNOWS

THE

ORMOND
HOTEL

S

RESTAURANT OPEN—7.30 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Fully Licensed

SNE 2

ORMOND QUAY, DUBLIN

PHONES—Office 72648/9 - Visitors—705201, 705211

FOR YOUR

VOLKSWAGEN

SALES and SERVICE

CONSULT

CHRIS O'MAHONY LTD.

LOWER GLANMIRE ROAD, CORK

Phone 25261 (3 lines)

 SHOWROOMS

Ireland’s Largest and Most Modern China
and Glass Shop

Large Selection of

LOVELY WATERFORD GLASS
ARKLOW POTTERY
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You are cordially invited to inspect our stock

% Gift Tokens for any Amount are available

Only address :

2 32/33 LOWER ABBEY STREET, DUBLIN

Phones: 44966 & 41340,




EACHTO chuig bliain 6 shoin bunaiodh Cumann Ll:flithchleas Gaedheal.
shil bunaithediri an Chumainn, agus iad ag bund na h-eag

rlmeachtai Mora na Bliana

cail air sna blianta a bhi rémpa. Ar ndo, nil san tugirim sin ach

nochtann an lom-thuairim sin nil siad ag tidirt cothraim do Mhichéal

Na daocine a bhunaigh an Cumann
daocine fadcheannacha a bi iontu—
daoine a chreid iontu féin, in Eirinn
agus ins na cluichi, Is ar @&igin a
chuirfeadh na daoine sin Cumann ar
bun nach raibh i ndan dé ach
teipeadh.

Thuigeadar nd béadh teipeadh i
ndan dé. Thuigeadar stair na tire
ach, thar rud ar bith eile, thuigeadar
aigne mhuinntir na h-Eireann, Bhi
a fhios acu go raibh an chuid is mo
de mhuinntir na h-Eireann taobh
thiar da n-iarracht.

Rad eile, ni fas aon oiche a bhi
1 gCumann Ldithcleas Gaedheal. Na
daoine a thainig le chéile an Ia
stairiuil ud san mbliain 1884, daoine
ab ea iad a raibh tuiscint acu do stair
na tire agus a thuig go raibh dian-
iarracht riachtanach da mb’iil leo
Eire a mhtscailt as suan na gcéadta
mbliain.

Ma ta cuid dar saoirse bainte

Le SEAN O FOGHLU

amach againn; m4 td feabhas mor ar
cheist na teangan, ta a lan -den
chreidivint. ag dul do Chumann
Luithchleas Gaedheal.

Cumann ar bith a bhfuil bunaite
de mhuinntir na tire taobh thiar de
ni teipeadh ach a mhalairt atd 1 ndaa
dé. Sin é an fa gur éirigh chomh
maith sin le Cumann Luithchleas
Gaedheal. Inniu nil sport-eagrdiocht
aimitéarach is mo na é ar fuaid an
dombhain.

Gach bliain scriobhtar leathanach
nua i stair na h-eagraiochta agus 15
é an dalta ceanna é ag an mbliain
1959.

Ar an seachti 14 de Mhi Meitheamh
mar shompla, h-oscladh nua-drdan Ui
Ogain go h-oifigitil agus do bhi na
milte 1 iathair i bPairc an Chrécaigh

Tathar ann adeir nar

raiochta, go mbéadh GiI"ECI-:Ei sin
leath-fhirinne agus na daoine a

Ciosbg na da chairde.
ar an ocaid. Measaim gur nocht an
Dr. S. S. Stiobhairt, Uachtaran an
Chumainn, a raibh i geroithe
Gaedhael an 14 sin nuair adiurt se:
Ieis an Ardan nua seo ata
da oscailt go h-oifigifil inniu i
geuimhne ar Mhicéal O hOgain
taimid ag buan@i &r mbrdéd as
ar sinsear agus ar ndilseacht do
chluichi na nGaedheal. ;
Sna cluichi, ar nd6, is mo a bhi
spéis ag lucht leanmina Chumann
Ltithchleas Gaedheal mar is gnathach
agus thirla i rith na bliana a ghabh
tharainn neithe a mbeidh tracht orthu

go deo. )
Maidir le cdrsai {fomdnaiochta
d’fhéadfai gan dabht “bliain Phort-

lairge” a thuirc ar 1959. Cé dhéan-
fas dearmhad ar an da chluiche a
h-imreadh i gCraobh na h-Eireann
idir' lucht na Déise agus Cill
Chainnigh? _
(Continued overleaf)
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O’GORMAN’S

LIMITED

HAT AND CAP MANUFACTURERS

EXCHANGE STREET - - - CORK
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TAILOR - MADE CAPS AND
BRACES ARE STYLED FOR PARTICULAR PEOPLE

T. OGORMAN & SON
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I dtosach na bliana ni déarfadh
éinne go mbéadh Corn Mhic
Charthaigh buaite ag Portldirge sar a
mbéadh an bhliain istigh Ach sin
direach an rud a thérla.

Nuair cuimhnitear ar éachtai
Phortldirge i gCraobh na hEireann
dearmhadtar gur éirigh leo dul isteach
sa chraobh-chluiche san Sraith-
chomoértas Naisiunta. Bhuaidh Tiob-
rad Arann orthu éasca go léor annsin.
Bhi ocht bpointi eatarra nuair a
séideadh an fheadég ag deire an
chluiche. Cheap daoine nd béadh
seans da laghad acu i gCraobh na
h-Eireann ach bhi dul amt mér orthu.

I Luimneach theaspdin na Déisigh
cad a bhi siad i1 ndian a dhéanamh.
Theip glan ar Ghaillimh a bhi ag
imirt i gCraobh na Mumhan don
chéad uair. D’éirigh le Portlairge
seacht gcul agus aon chiilin amhain
déag a bhaint amach. B’igin do
lucht na Gajillimhe bheith sasta le
h-ocht gcuilini.

Ma bhi amhras ar éinne i dtaobh
éifeacht Phortldirge ni fada a mbhair
s¢ nuair thug na Déisigh an coup
de grace do Thiobrad Arann—foir-
eann a raibh a suile dirithe acu ar
Craobh na h-Eireann. Bhiothas da
ra ansan nach stopfadh éinne an
fhoireann iontach seo.

Theip ar Chorcaigh stop a chur leo
ach bhi bothar cruaidh rémpa go
féill. Ni raibh idir iad agus a mian
anois ach Cill Chainnigh.

h-Imreadh Craocbh na h-Eireann
agus nuair a chriochnaigh an cluiche
thi an dd fhoireann cothrom. Agus
sinn ag teacht amach as Pairc an
Chrocaigh an la iontach ud chuala-
mar daoine 4 ri—iad suid a raibh
dothain anila acu chuige—go raibh
Craobh na h-Eireann caillte ag Port-
lairge. Da mbéadh a fhios acu bhi si
caillte ag Cill Chainnigh.

San athimirt bhi sé soiléir san
tarna leath go raibh a bport seinnte
ag lucht Cill Chainnigh. Theaspéain
na Déisigh an mianach a bhi iontu.
Ba chuma cad a dhéanfadh Cill
Chainnigh bhi an cluiche buaite ag
Portlairge deich néimeat roimh an
deireadh.

Maidir le cirsai peile, rinne Baile
Atha Cliath éachtai ar phdirc na
h-imeartha agus méd theip orthu
Craobh na h-Eireann a choimead 1a
s¢ le ra acu gurab iad an dream a
bhuail iad-muinntir Chiarrai — an
thoireann a sciob leo an Chraob-
Chorn.

D’éirigh le Gaillimh muinntir an
Diin a stop agus cheap a lan daoine
gur acu-san a bhéadh an Corn ar
deire thiar. Bhi a mhalairt de
thuairim ag lucht Ciarrai, afach.

Bhaineadar an Chraobh - chluiche
agus, chun a drdréim a theaspiint,

chuadar treasna na farraige gur
rugadar leo abhaile Corn Naomh
Bréannain 6 Nua Eabhrach, Chomh
maith leis sin, bhuadar na Sraith-
cluichi Niisitnta san bpeil agus Corn
Nuachtin Gael freisin.

I ngearr-alt den tsaghas seo ni
féidir cur sios a dhéanamh ar na
cluichi go léir ach ni mér diinn
comhgdirdeachas a dhéanamh le
Fearmanach agus Lonndain gur
éirigh leo boinn Chraobh na hEireann
a bhuachaint,

Déanaimid cémhghdirdeachas mar
an gcéanna le lucht imeartha na
gcluichi Gaedhealacha i ngach cuid
d’Errinn pé acu fuair siad bonn né
nach fuair. Is iad a choimedd an brat
ar folumhain i rith na bliana. Is iad,
leis, a mheall na céadta, ni h-ea, ach
na céadta milte, chun na cluichi.

Taimid bréduil, freisin, as an lucht
féachana nar theip orthu domhnach j
ndiaidh domhnaigh freastal ar na
cluichi i ngach cuid den tir. Ba chéir
diinn bheith brédiil chomh maith as
lucht riartha an Chumainn a d’oibrigh
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chomi duathrachtach sin i rith na
bliana.

Mar focal scoir, td biiochas an
naisiuin tuillte ag Michedl O h-Eithir
as ucht na gcintas reatha a thug sé
dhdinn 1 rith na bliana. Ni féidir &
mholadh ré-ird mar gheall ar an
geuntas ud a thug sé dhiinn 6 Nua
Eabhrach. T4 moladh, freisin, ag dul
go Micheal O Muireartaigh mar
gheall ar an gcuntas a thug sé dhiinn
ar an chluiche idir Cill Chainnigh
agus Gaillimh.

T4 blian eile curtha dinn agus bé
an cail is moé a thdinig ar Cumann
luith-chleas Gaedheal na an barr
sportulacht agus feartilacht na
bhfoireann ins na comortasai Eadar-
Chonntaethacha. Gan dabht td
buiochas an Chumainn féin tuillte acu
sud go léir a chabhruigh chun bérr-
fheabhas a chur ar an ngluaiseacht
mor seo, chun maitheasa na h-imear-
théiri a thug da nduathracht chun
slacht do chur ar imeachtai an
Chumainn.

Go raibh rath Dé ar an obair.

il il i, i i
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The Year n [Football

T WAS SURELY FITTING THAT THE G.A.A’s ANNIVERSARY YEAR SHOULD HAVE BEEN
I ONE OF THE MOST MEMORABLE OF THE SEVENTY-FIVE THAT HAVE PASSED INTO

HISTORY.

NOT ONLY WAS THE NEW
CROKE PARK, WITH ITS MAG-
NIFICENT DOUBLE-DECK
HOGAN STAND, OPENED FOR
OUR WONDROUS ADMIRA-
TION BUT IT WAS ALSO A
MEMORABLE YEAR FOR FOOT-
BALL.

For football followers 1959 pro-
duced many cherished memories
despite the fact that the champion-
ship year ended with the anti-climatic
All-Ireland final.

And yet even that disappointing
game was memorable. It brought a
huge thmng of 85,897 into Croke

B}r MICK DI.INNE

even further
ahead as leaders of the champion-

Park and put Kerry
ship roll of honour by giving them
their 19th senior title.

KERRY'S YEAR

It was, of course, Kerry’s year,
To a county that has so often in the
past collected football’s major hon-
ours went every trophy available in
1959.

Kerry commenced 1959 with an
unbeaten record in the National
League — a competition that in
other days rarely evoked serious at-
tention or all-out effort on the part
of teams from the county.

However, in this modern age, the
National League has gained a new
importance and greater prestige.
Success therein swells the winning
county’s coffers and can send the
players on a trip to Amrica.

So with this an “American League”
Kerry came unbeaten through Divi-
sion IV and in the semi-final in
April faced Offaly, a county that had
never previously reached this stage
of the competition.

NO SLIP-UP
An easy victory sent the Kingdom
on to the final where they met

Derry, the team that had shocked
them in the All-Ireland semi-final
the previous August. But this time
there was no slip-up and the League
title returned to Kerry for the first
time since 1932.

This was Kerry's first success of
of the year and their form installed
them as pre-championship favourites.
It also proved Mick O’Connell to be
one of the top mid-fielders in foot-
ball and later games confirmed him
as the outstanding player in that
sector.

FRANK STOCKWELL . . .
came out of retirement,

Further, this League success
showed that former mid-fielder, John
Dowling, was about to become an
equally effictent full-forward and it
produced red-haired Kevin Coffey as
a real discovery at centre-back.

The championship opened in May
and such Leinster counties as Wick-
low, Westmeath and Wexford saw
their bright hopes dashed in the first
round.

It was a year of drawn games. The
first was between neighbours, Laois
and Offaly. Dublin and Louth had
also to meet twice and, after a thrill-
ing drawn tie, Louth, without the
injured Kevin Beahan, collapsed and
Leinster champions, Duhlm, quali-
fied for another provincial final.

Ulster had its draws, too. There
in fact they had the unusual experi-
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ence of having both their semi-finals
finish level. It took Down and Cavan
two hours to overcome Tyrone and
Armagh respectively.

In the south Kerry were coming
through the province, but none too
impressively, as their victory over
Cork in the final showed.

Over in the west Leitrim, who, led
by Packie McGarty, had achieved a
great resurgence over the past 18
mpnths, qualified for a third provin-
cial final tilt at Galway. They had
high hopes of gaining compensation

for their disappointment in the
League semi-final by Derry.
Here their collapse was even

greater and, in a game that marked
the return to football of Galway’s
Frank Stockwell, who had retired 11
months previously, the western cham-
pions easily collected their fourth
successive title.

BIG SHOCK

Derry’s dismissal by Armagh was
the big shock up north. Their place
on the roll of honour was taken by
a sprightly, cohesive group of Down
players led magnificently by Kevin
Mussen, George Lavery, Paddy
Doherty and Jarlath Carey

This first success for the men from
the Mournes was vindication for
those who predicted big things for
them when they beat Galway in the
London Whit tournament at Wem-
bley Stadium.

When Dublin shook off the deter-
mined first-half challenge of Laois in
the Leinster final the way was clear
for the All-Ireland semi-finals. And
what a game the first one was!

Kerry and Dublin, drawing over
70,000 to Croke Park, shattered the
attendance record for a semi-final
and served up some of the most
thrillingly brilliant football seen in
headquarters for many a year.

MID-FIELD DOMINANCE

It was a game that will be remem-
bered for many things, but most
especially for the supreme dominance
of Kerry’s mid-field where magnifi-
cent Mick O’Connell and his most
effective partner, Seamus Murphy,
had a stranglehold on Dublin.

(Continued on page 68)



I GET a certain personal satis-
faction out of the fact that it
was during my term of office that

the Fatal Accident Fund was
brought into existence in Munster.

It is regrettable that, twice during
that period, we were given painful
reason to realise the necessity for
such a fund.

Two young men died as a direct
result of accidents sustained on the
playing field, and, while I do not
for a moment believe that any
amount of money can compensaze
parents for the loss of a beloved
son, I do feel that it is good that
we of the G.A.A. in Munster can,
1f any such fatal accident occurs in
the future, at least relieve the
stricken parents of the financial
embarrassment that may result.
Since the fund was established no
demand has been made on it, and
we trust that such will be the case
for many, many years to come.

The second outstanding achieve-
ment of the Council during my
term of office was, In my opinion,
the step which led to the invitation
to Galway to participate in the
Munster Hurling Championships
for an initial period of three years.
This invitation has, of course, to
be ratified by Convention today,
and will be before you again under
your incoming President when you
come to deal with Motions 2 and 3
on the Agenda. As every county
has, however, agreed to the issuing
of the invitation, I believe that

these will be unanimously and
quickiy adopted.

No one, least of all the members

of the G.A.A. bere in Munster,
which is predominantly a hurling

province, will for a moment think
that our jnvitation to welcome
Galway into Munster for inter-
county hurling purposes, is a charm
that can halt the decline in hurling
or restore it in areas where it has
died, or never did exist.

Indeed we in Munster did not
tender our invitation to the Galway
hurlers with the idea that Galway’s
participation in the Munster
Championship would be the pana-
cea that would put right our most
ancient and most spectacular game
in its rightful place in the country.

Our only purpose in tendering
this much-discussed invitation was
that the powers that be i the
G.A.A.—the persons whose duty it
is to strive and continue to strive
for the restoration of hurling—
would realise that, if it is in itself
desirable, and in the interests of
game generally, that Galway
should be included for the time
being in one or other of the strong
hurling provinces, that Munster is
ready and willing to receive these
men of the west.

It is, however, the most press-
ing duty of the G.A.A. ioday to
take whatever steps are neces-
sary, and to spend whatever
money may be needed, to make
sure that the fate that has be-
fallen the game of Rounders
will not also overtake the game
of Hurling.

The hurler is a man apart. He
is, in 99 cases out of 100, a dedi-
cated man, a man of one allegiance
only. Hurling is the oldest of our
national games. It was played in
some form or other in this country
“beyond the misty space of twice a
thousand years”, as the poet so
aptly puts it

Cumann Lumc-Cleas Jaedeal

COMAaIrRle na Mmuman

In his closing address as Chairman of the Munster Council, Mr. Frank
Sheehy, M.A., N.T,, stated  at the Munster Convention last February :

It is the game that gets specific
mention as a characteristic of the
Irishry and as a bulwark of Irish
culture by the framers of the
Statute of Kilkenny (1367), which
was aimed at destroying the Irish
way of life. This act of a British
parliament forbade the playing of
the game, when it made 1llegal “the

striking of a small ball on the
ground with a stick called a
caman,”

I am satisfied that the members
of the G.A.A. in Munster will do
everything that is humanly possible
to help speed the day when first-
class hurling will not be confined
to a dozen or so counties but will,
like our bigger ball game, be
played throughout the length and
breadth of our i1sland.

Our decision to accept Galway
into Munster for inter-county hurl-
ling purposes must be sanctioned
by the Easter Congress before
which there will be another scheme
for the playing of the All-Ireland
Hurling series—a scheme now
generally referred to as * Sceim
Cill Dara”. Munster Gaels will, I
know, examine the Kildare plan
carefully (incidentally, it is the
brain-child of a Corkman, son of a
Kerry father) and, if they consider
that it will help to achieve the
desired goal of 32 Senior Hurling
teams from 32 counties in the All-
Ireland series, then they will sup-
port it, but, whatever final decision
emanates from the Congress at
Easter, we must be eternally
vigilant to see that there will be no
slackening of effort to put our
finest national game in its rightful
place in the country.
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" ALL-IRELAND SENIOR FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS, 1959—Front row (left to right): P. Hussey, P. Sheehy,
J. Culiotty, M. O'Connell (capt.), J. Dowling, Seamus Murphy, T. Lyons, D. Geaney. At back: Sean Murphy,
D. McAuliffe, K, Coffey, J. O'Shea, M. O'Dwyer, T. Long, N. Sheehy, T. Lyne.

fo & L FERMANAGH

A -

FERMANAGH—AIl-Ireland Junior Football Champions, 1959—Front row (left to right) : H. Murphy, J. Rasdale,
E. Courtney, J. Maguire, K.Sreenan, D. Devenney, O. Cl erkin, F. McGurn, J. O'Neill, L. McMahon, J. Cassidy.
Back (1. to r.): J. Collins, O. Callaghan, J. O'Keeffe, S. Maguire, J. Bartley, J. P. Prunty, P. Breen, P. T. Treacy,
D. O'Rourke, P. Loughlin, M. Brewster. .

Victoria Hotel, Cork

FOR COMFORT, CUISINE AND SERVICE
SITUATED IN CENTRE OF CITY :: CONVENIENT TO ALL PLACES OF INTEREST

Telegrams: “Victoria, Cork™ Phone: 20293; visitors: 227261




 GAELIC G
e THE ARMY

MES IN

T is time again to look back on a year of sport in the Army. For me it was an easy year—just

one

game for the Curragh T.C. and none for the Formation team. My unit in Kildare

was only team building and so we had not a heavy programme.

The Curragh T.C, made it a
record of three-in-a-row in hurling,
and the Air Corps did likewise in
football. The Corps went one better
when they took the Chaplain’s Cup
(hurling) for the first time, to end
a long series of defeats in finals of
this competition. The medical Ser-
vices’ Cup (football) also returned to
Baldonnel after an absence of just one
year. What a year for the boys of the
“Corps”!

For those not familiar with Army
games may I point out that there ar:.
two major competitions in both hurl-
ing and football. In early Spring and
Summer the Chaplain’s Cup (hurling)
and Medical Services Cup (football)
are played. These may be described
as the individual unit competition and
correspond to the All-Ireland. In
September and October the Inter-
Cemmand competitions are run (the
counterparts of the Inter-Provincials).

To prepare teams for these com-
petitions, local games are run and, in
this respect, the Curragh has a won-
derful crganisation. In hurling three
competitions take place. The League,
the Championship and the Todd
Burns Cup. In football there are the
League and the Championship. Here
it should be mentioned that all units
run seven-a-side leagues to prepare
their teams.

All these games are played during
recreational training period, 2 p.m. to
5 p.m. on Wednesday, or after dutv
hecurs on week-evenings, starting time
usually being 6 30 p.m. This explains
why Army teams are so fit and are
in such demand for challenge games.

MAJOR SHOCK

In 1958 the Curragh Formation
won the Chaplain’s Cup after a lapse
of seven years. With the same team
available we were favourites to win
it again. Qur approach to our first
game was casual and, when the
appointed hour came, only a seccnd
string was togged out. “The Bloods”
—alias the 3rd Battalion—took fuil
advantage of 1his situation, and
created the major shock of the vear,
when beating us by two points. This
defeat was later to prove a blessing

in disguise for the Camp team.

The - Boy Apprentice School at
Naas toook part in this competition
for the first time and had a five points
victory over Cadet School in their
opening game, ‘“The Bloods”, how-
ever, easily beat the “Boys” in the
Curragh Area final.

Meanwhile the 1st Battalion at
Galway had woa out in the West,
while down South 13th Battalion were
champions. In the Eastern Command
the 5th Battalion won out and, with
Air Corps, only five teams remained
to battle on.

“The Bloods” fell casily to the
airmen, who then accounted for 5th
Battalion to reach the final. The 13th
also qualified with a rather easy
victory over lst Battalion.

By TONY WALL

——

The final had a particular appeal
because 13th were trying to win
before going out of existence on Oct.
Ist. With some of the airmen it
was also a case of ilow or never.
Result—a draw, cven after the extra
time, which is usual ‘n Army com-
petitions. Air Corps took the honours
at the second meeting.

In the Medical Services Cup (foot-
ball) Air Corps beat Curragh and 2nd
Battalion to reach the final The 1st
Battalion beat the 4th Battalicn and
then fell to the airmen in the final.

The month of August was devoted
to holidays for some and quiet train-
ing for others. Lt. Tadgh Leyne—of
Leyne Plan fame—had his panel of
players (less yours truly)—training
hard for the All-Army and a possibie
record. In challenge games with
Glenealy — Wicklow champions —
twice, Abbeyleix and Eire Og, Dub-
lin, no defeat resulted.

I was on holidays during the early
games and was pleased with the per-
formance of the boys. Western Com-
mand and Air Corps had fallen and
the lads were in the final.

I was in the U.S.A. and, while
there, heard of the victory of Eastern
Command over Southern Command.
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I remembered the 1958 Semi-Final
against the East and was determined
to be with the team even in defeat.
It it was to be a repeat of 1958 I
wanted to be part of it.

I managed to get to the Army
Grounds in Phoenix Park from the
U.S.A. in time to tog out for the
final. I was handed No. 16 jersey and
told “strip, you're playing at centre-
field.” I had read the preview of the
game in the morning paper and was
not surprised to see a record atten-
dance present in brilliant sunshine.

Sgt. Tom Sullivan, of Limerick,
was the referee. He has been honoured
with an All-Ireland and had chargz
of our 1958 game. This was a terrifijc
Final and was won after a tough, but
very fine game, by three points, I
managed to get four points off frees.

That was my last game for the
Curragh., Next year I hope 10 help
Southern Command.

The Football Final was played at
the Curragh in a downpour and extra
time was necessary te decide the issue.
Air Corps were seeking three wins in
& row in this competition and had
beaten the West. Curragh had beaten
the East while Southern Command
had fallen to East in the opening
game.

While looking at the Football Final
I was glad that hurling was my game.
It was clean, bur certainly it was
tough and was considered the best
game for years. With this I agree, for
I never saw better. It had everyhing,
even a good referee in the person of
Capt. John Joe Barry—a Kerryman
—and former Lily White centre-field
player. He made a few decisions
which displeased spectators but which
are contained in the Official Guide,

The Army had but a slight interest
in the All-Ireland Final this year. In
1957 Sgt. Mick Kenny captained Kil-
kenny to victory and in 1958 I had
a similar honour for Tipperary.
Young Pat Kelly of Kilkenny had
served at the Curragh and was our
sole link this year. He is still on the
Reserve at the Curragh.

In the football decider we had Lt.

(Continued on page 70)
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OR ME THE HURLING SEASON BEGAN AS
GAME BETWEEN THE TWO MOST TALKED OF COUN
WHO MET
DRY, COLD FEBRUARY DAY.

AND KILKENNY,

And what a feast of hurling those
two grand teams gave us before Kil-
kenny upset the odds by scoring
a narrow victory.

A couple of weeks later we had the
first big event of the year when All-
Ireland champions, Tipperary, took
cn the Rest of Ireland in the second
of this new series of annual exhibiticn
games.

But, whereas, in the previous year,
Kilkenny had won readily from the
“Rest ¥ at Nowlan Park, Tipperary
failed to rise to the occasion even at
Thurles, and were well beaten by an
Ireiand team, the selectors of which
had been severely criticised before-
hand for omitting Christy Ring.

Due to the desire to put on a suit-
able hurling game for the official
re-opening of Croke Park in June, the
Railway Cup hurling final was not
played, as has so long been customary,
on St. Patrick’s Day. Instead we had
the semi-final between Leinster and
Connacht in which the latter surprised
and delighted their supporters by
turning in a grand display and con-
viricingly conquering the disjointed
Leinstermen.

Galway In News

These Galway hurlers were again
in the news a couple of weeks later
when the Annual Congress made the
first major change since its Inaugura-
tion in the time-honoured method of
ruzning the All-Ireland Champion-
ships on a provincial basis.

Galway, at their own request, and
with the prior approval of the
Munster Council, were transferred
into Munster for hurling purposes. A
similar request from Antrim for a
transfer into Leinster was later con-
sidered by the Leinster Council but
had to be turned down as the matter
had not come before Congress.

It was unfortunate for the experi-
ment that all three Galway teams,
senior, junior and minor went out in
the very first round of their Munster
Championship debut.

However, that is to anticipate.
Meanwhile the National Hurling
League had been proceeding to its
- cenclusion.

Waterford, despite that February
defeat by Kilkenny, had not been in
the least bit shaken and came

IN A CLEAN, HARD FAS

By Padraig Purcell

(Sports Staff “Irish Press”)
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through their division qualifying to
meet in the Final a Tipperary side
that had not been unduly troubled
in winning through in the other
sector.

The final was fixed for Nowlan
Park, Kilkenny —a rather unusual
setting for a National League decider
nowadays, but one very suitable for
supporters of the counties concerned.

But it was a disappointing game,
especially so for Waterford’s many
supporters. Through the field the
Decies hurlers had rather the better
of the play for most of the hour but
their forwards could make no impres-
sion at all on the resolute Tipperary
defence, while Tipperary, at the other
end snatched sufficient scores to assert
their supremacy with something fo
spare.

So Tipperary not alone completed
the League and Championship double,
but assured themselves of a trip to
New York in September for the
St. Brendan Cup Finals.

And yet, like many another, I left
Nowlan Park that day feeling that
the Waterford lads had not done

themselves justice—as they were to

prove conclusively before the season
was over.

Feature Flopped
Croke Park re-opened in June but

unfortunately the feature game—the
Railway Cup Final between Munster
and Connacht—fell far short of ex-
pectations. The Western lads seemed
a bit overawed by the occasion, were
soon trailing, and were in the end
routed by a virile Munster side for
which the veteran Christy Ring had
one of his greatest hours.

By this time the champmnslnps
were already under way — Leinster
being particularly early in the field.
There were no surprises’in the ini-
tial rounds in the Eastern Province,
Laois came through to the semi-finals,
and met Kilkenny, while Wexford
and Dublin were paired in the other.

It was Munster that provided the

sensations and a Waterford side,, that
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IT ENDED, WITH A NATIONAL LEAGUE

IES OF THE YEAR,
GAME AT WATERFORD ON A

WATERFORD

seemed to have acquired new dash
and determination from their leagu=
final set-back, figured in all of them.

In their opening game they met
Galway at Limerick. The Connacht-
men were somewhat weakened by in-
juries ,but no one expected them to
be routed as they were by a fast and
fiery Waterford fifteen who hurled as
though their very iives depended on
1t.

Meanwhile Tipperary were hard-
pressed to hold a lively Limerick side
at Cork, so that Waterford looked to
have a sporting chance of taking a
fall out of the All-Ireland champions
when the latter returned to Cork a
couple of weeks later to face the mea
from the Decies in the Munster semi-
final.

Sensation of Decade

The outcome of this game was
the hurling sensation of the decade.
Waterford, backed by the wind, ran

riot in the first half, hurled the All-

Ireland champions off the field and
had chalked up twenty-five points at
the interval while the Tipperary end
of the score-board was still as blank
as the faces of the Premier County’s
followers.

Tipperary rallied somewhat after
the interval, but never had a hope of
overtaking the rampant Waterford
men who were promptly installed hot
favourites, in popular opinion, to take
the All-Ireland title. '

In the other semi-final Cork had a
very easy win over an extremely poor
Clare side, but were not very strongly
fancied against Waterford in the pro-
vincial decider. Yet the Leesiders
chowed unexpected fight and, thougn
trailing for most of the hour, staged
a late rally that gave Waterfurd
followers some anxious moments
before the Decies hurlers came
thkrough with three points to spare.

In Leinster, Kilkenny cruised to
easy victory over Laois at Birr, but
Dublin and Wexford had a rare set-to
at Nowlan Park before the Metro-
politans got through to the final by a
narrow margin.

That Leinster final was a ding-
dong struggle. There was nothing
between them in the first half but
Dublin got on top in the last quarter.



Three points ahead with less than
as many minutes to go, Dublin
seemed set for their first Leinster title
in seven years, but, after McGovern
had driven over a Kilkenny point, the
Noremen came again for their cap-
tain Sean Clohesy to score the win-
ning goal with virtually the last puck
of the game.

1957 Repeat

That left Kilkenny and Waterford
in the All-Ireland Final, a repeat of
their 1957 decider.

Through August, however, football
ruled the roost. Some of us missed
the semi-final to which we had so
long been accustomed and, for a time,
the caman-game seemed to be entirely
cut of the limelight. But, under the
curface, interest was already boiling
up, and, when the teams went into
training, there was no other topic in
the whole South-East except the
prospects of the finalists.

Waterford, on form, were the more
fancied side, and deservedly so, but
many keen critics felt that Kilkenny’s
display in the Leinster Final was no
criterion of their real worth.

However, through the first half of
a fast and furious final on the first
Sunday in September, Waterford
justified their favouritism by domina-
ting the exchanges and, but for some
wonderful work by Ollie Walsh be-
tween the Kilkenny posts, must have
had the game won by half-time.

After the interval, however, Kil-
keniny astounded even their own sup-
porters by rallying magnificently,
firding loopholes :n the hitherto un-
beatable Waterford back-line and
looked set for an amazing win when
they led by a goal with a minute to go.

Sterling mid-fielder Seamus Power
pulled the game out of the fire for the
Munstermen, by beating Ollie Walsh
at last for a goal on the call of time,
and gave us another day on it.

Left No Doubt
Four weeks later the teams mer

again. This time Kilkenny seemed 1o
be racing to victory through the first
quarter. But, once Waterford got into
their stride, they left no doubt at all
about their superiority and ran out
very convincing winners to take their
second All-Ireland crown.

With this victory the names of
every member of the winning side
will for ever be proudly associated,
‘but none more so than those of
Martin Og Morrissey, Seamus Power,
Tom Cheasty and captain, Frankie
Walsh.

Nor can we forget their trainer,
that all but legendary Mount Sion
hurler, John Keane, who performed

the almost impossible feat of keeping
his charges in top trim right through
the season.

We were not finished yet, however,
with the Waterford-Kilkenny saga.
Three weeks later they met again, 11
the National League, and, again after
a thrilling hour, they finished on level
terms.

This left the remarkable outcome
of their four competitive clashes
through the season as two draws, one
win for Waterford, and one for Kil-
kenny. But Waterford won the all-
important game.

Compensation

However, Kilkenny were not with-
out their compensations for, in addi-
tion to retaining their Leinster title
they also kept the Walsh Cup, and,
after seeming to be well beaten,
staged one of their amazing rallies
in the Oireachtas Final, to pip Gal-
way in the last minute and retain
the Corn Thomais Aghais.

Antrim made hurling history by
winning the home junior final for the
first time, but were well beaten in the
final proper by a great London side,
captained by Galway’s Billy Duffy.

The minor final was another
thriller, with Tipperary somewhat
fortunate to snatch victory in the
dying seconds from a Kilkenny team
that displayed better form in the final
than in any previous game,

But no summary of hurling in 1959
would be complete without paying
well-deserved tribute to the men of
Carlow who won the Second Division
of the National Hurling League for
the second successive year and moved
up to the First Division.

My Men of the Year

And, finally, here is my list f
“hurlers of the year”. Pride of placz
I give to Waterford’s Seamus Power,
alt through the season the sheet-
anchor of his side. Next, for his
amazing display in the drawn All-
Ireiand game, I place Kikenny’s Ollie
Walsh. Third, as the most improved
player of the year, I put Galway’s
powerful half-back, Mike Sweeney.

Tom Cheasty is fourth on my list
—where would the Waterford attack
be without him?—while Jimmy Doyle
of Tipperary comes fifth for sterling
service to club and county, at home
and abroad.

Those are my top five of the year,
while, as the most promising player
that the season’s hurling has pro-
duced, I nominate Eddie Keher of
Kilkenny who has been more impres-
sive with the seniors than he was in
Colleges and minor ranks earlier.

68

BAL

(Continued from page 63 )

‘With ten minutes to go and Kerry
leading by 1-9 to 0-4 it seemed all
over. But then those eager, menacing
Dublin forwards got the share of the
ball they had been starved of earlier
by splendid backs like Kevin Cofiey,.
Mick O’Dwyer and Sean Murphy. In
stunning raids Paddy Haughey and
Olly Freaney slammed in two goals,
but they were too late and Kerry
were into the final.

The brightest hopes nurtured in
the hearts of Down supporters seemed
about to be fulfilled in the first ten
minutes of the second semi-final.

Before 62,000 spectators they be-
dazzled Galway and dashed and
darted repeatedly towards the Rail-
way goal with an ease that suggested
they would trounce their more experi-
enced opponents.

But then the Connacht champions
hit back. Points from the accurate
boot of their captain Sean Purcell,
who moved to full-forward in the
absence of the injured Stockwell, had
them in front by three points at the
interval.

Then, with Jack Mahon superb at
centre-back, Sean Meade performing
most capably at full-back and Frank
Evers, on the “40,” displaying much
of his old form, Galway went on to
an easy seven points’ Victory.

The background to the final in Sep-
tember promised one of the greatest
of all time. You couldn’t imagine it
being a poor game, for it had all the
ingredients of a thriller.

DAMP SQUIB

But, unfortunately, it turned out to
be a damp squib. Galway were
trounced despite the fact that Evers
and Martty McDonagh gave them an
hour-long superiority at mid-field—
the one sector where few expected
them to be on top.

But this availed them nothing be-
cause their shrewdest forwards were
held in a vice-like grip by Sean Mur-
phy, the man of the match, Kevin
Coffey, Niall Sheehy, Mick O'Dwyer
and Jerome O’Shea.

There was no stopping Kerry. As
the year started so it finished with
the Kingdom triumphant. They cap-
tured the “Gaelic Weekly” trophy in
October and then flew out to New
York where, in two exciting games
with the New York All-Stars, they
collected the St. Brendan Cup and
the Jack Phelan Memorial trophy.
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ATHLETICS . . .

(Continued from page 13)

ling test. In previous years Paddy
~ finished fourth, fifth and second and
- won it in 1957. Clubmate J. P. Cur-
tin was runner-up with 4,623 points.
ACHIEVED AMBITION

At this meeting too, 184 vear-old Denis
Toomey achieved an ambition. Youths’
champion and record breaker, Catholic
Students’ Games winner, senior champion
—now Irish senior javelin record holder.
With a magnificent effort of 195 2” he
added 10 feet 2 inches to the old distance.

It has indeed been a memorable year
for N.A.C.A. athletes. Much of the credit
for the all-round improvement in standard
must be given te that small band of

ARMY GAMES . ..

(Continued from page 66)

Kissane and Lt. Young on the Galway
lineout. Both ,of course, were on the
1956 Galway team.

In the Junior Final at London Sgt.
Kevin Sreenan of Air Corps played
his part for Fermanagh.

Now I may well ask what does the
future hold? I think 1960 will see a
big step forward for Army games,
and maybe, even a representative
game. It must come in the form of
Army v. F C.A. or, perhaps, Forces
v. All-Ireland champions.

MAJOR ROLE

The Army could play a major role
in the council chamber in the person
of the Kildare delegate to the Annual
Congress—Lt. Leyne. This Corkman
has had a scheme for the improve-
ment of the All-Ireland and National
League in hurling defeated twice
already at Congress.

From a Kildare viewpoint the
Junior competitions must be changed,
as suggested by the * Special Com-
mission”. I can see this motion having
his attention also since he is a mem-
ber of the “Special Commission.”

Capt. Eamonn Young has his own
little subjects and will this year have
a motion on “‘substitutes for players
sent off.” This deserves attention and
was sugqgested by Bro. O Floinn of
C.B.S., Dublin.

For attention also will be the
motion of Cork at 1958 Congress,
regarding “independent Appeals
Board.” This was defeated and was
well spoken to by Cork delegates. In
1959 it was ruled out of order at th
Cork Convention. However, it
appeared at Congress from another
county and failed to get Cork
support, apart from Capt. Young.

With Capt. Young and Lt. Leyne
in the council chamber, Capt. Barry
and Sgt. Sullivan as referees, and a
ist of Inter-County players too
numerous to mention the Army is
playing its part in our national games.

zealous voluntary workers who, annually,
organise the Summesr School of Athletics.

Year after year, under the watchful eye
of Chief Coach Jack Sweeney, priests,
brothers, teachers and clubmen have
been instilled with the knowledge required
to teach the basic skills to wyouthful
athletes.

Seven years ago the school started on
a shoe-string with twelve students. This
year 54 availed of the course, recognised
now by the Department of Education.
The success of the venture is reflected in
the results of schools’ and colleges’ sports
and the Junior championships.

Forty-five new clubs affiliated this year
to bring ou end-of-season strength tc
257 clubs. This seemingly indicates a

quickening interest in athletics in our
‘four green fields”.

Yet, alas, we must face the fact
that the public has turned away from
storts’ promotions. I have seen a
mere handful of people patronise
meetings at which two, three and,
sometimes, five Irish champions
appeared,

What must be done to woo back the
vanished spectators? Clubs, county
boards and couacils must do some hard
thinking to find wherein they have been
remiss, and to plan brighter and more

streamlined organisation for the cash
customer.

You seldom go
unnoticed

when you are wearing a stylishly cut and

handsomely tailored Ideal Overcoat. The materials

used are of the finest quality and consequently

the desirable combination of good looks and long
wear is achieved.
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Made by the makers of Dunloe Weathercoats—Ideal Weatherproofs Lid.,
Cork and Dublin.
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MEDAL HOLDERS

HIRTEEN counties between them have shared

the All-lreland senior football championship.

The following is the complete list of players who

have won All-lreland medals with the victorious
teams,

KERRY

Years of victory: 1903, 1904, 1909, 1913, 1914, 1924,
1926, 1929, 1930, 1931, 1932, 1937, 1939, 1940,
1941, 1946, 1953, 1955, 1959.

Seven—Dan O’Keeffe, 1931-32, 1937, 1939, 1940-41,
1946.

Six each—Paul Russell, J. Walsh, C. Brosnan, R. Stack,
J. Barrett, J. Ryan, 1924, 1926, 1929, 1930, 1931,
1932.

Five each—M. McCarthy, R. Fitzgerald, 1903-4, 1909,
1913-14; M. Doyle, J. J. Landers, 1929-31, 1932,
1937; Tim Landers, 1931-32, 1937, 1939, 1941; J.
Walsh, 1932, 1937, 1939-41; J. Keohane, T. O’Connor,
1937, 1939-41, 1946.

Four each—C. Murphy, 1904, 1909, 1913-14; J. T.
Sheehy, 1924, 1926, 1929-30; D. O’Connor, J. O’Sul-
livan, 1929-32; T. Healy, W. Dillon, W. Myers, C.
O’Sullivan, 1937, 1939-41; W. Casey, P. Kennedy, 5.
Walsh, 1939-41, 1946.

Three each—C. Healy, P. Dillon, 1903-4, 1909; T. Cos-
telloe, T. Rice, J. Skinner, 1909, 1913-14; J. Baily,
1924, 1926, 1929; J. Riordan, 1926, 1929-30; T.
O’Donnell, 1929-30, 1937; S. Brosnan, 1937, 1940-1;
J. Gorman, M. Kelly, 1939-41; P. B. Brosnan, 1940-1,
1946, Sean Murphy, T. Lyne, 1953, 1955, 1956.

Two each—]. Gorman, J. Buckley, A. Stack, J. Myers,
D. Curran, J. T, Fitzgerald, D. McCarthy, R. Kirwan,
F. O’Sullivan, 1903-4; D. Breen, 1903, 1909; J.
O’Sullivan, 1904, 1909; D. Mullins, J. Lawlor, C.
Clifford, J. Rice, P. O’Shea, D. Doyle, P. Healy, J.
Mahony, 1913-14; ). Moriarty, 1924, 1926; W.
Landers, 1924, 1932; E. Sweeney, 1929-30; E. Fitz-
gerald, 1930-31; P. Whitty, 1931-2; D. Spring, 1939-
40; J. Lyne, 1946, 1953; E. Roche, J. Cronin, J. M.
Palmer, Jim Brosnan, J. J. Sheehan, 1953, 1955; ].
O°Shea, John Dowling, P. Sheehy, J. Culloty, 1955,
1959.

One each—7T1. Gorman, W. Lynch, E. O'Neill, D.
Kissane;, 1903; P. J. Cahill, T. O’Sullivan, 1904; F. T.
Cronin, M. J. Quinlan, E. Spillane, J. Kennelly, J.
Mullane, B. O’Connor, J. McCarthy, P. Kennelly,
1909; P. Breen, 1914; P. Sullivan, J. Sheehy,
J. Murphy, R. Prendeville, John Baily, 1924; D.
O’Connell, W. Gorman, P. Clifford, J. Slattery, T.
Mahony, 1926; M. Regan, 1931; C. Gainey, 1932; W.
Kinnerk, T. Leary, J. Flavin, 1937; M. Lyne, 1941;
F. O’Keeffe, D. Lyne, T. O’Connor, P. Burke, D.
Kavanagh, B. Garvey, J. Falvey, G. Cremins, 1946;
James Murphy, D. Murphy, C. Kennelly, M. D. Hanafin,
Ashe, S. Kelly, G. O’Sullivan, J. Foley, 1953; G.
O’Mahony, T. Moriarty, D. O’Shea, T. Costello, M.
Murphy, 1955; N. Sheehy, T. Lyons, K. Coffey, M.
Dwyer, Mick O’Connell, Secamus Murphy, D.
McAuliffe, T. Long, D. Gearey, Moss O’Connell, Jack
Dowling, G. McMahon, 1959.

DUBLIN

Years of victory: 1891, 1892, 1894, 1897, 1898, 1899,
1901, 1902, 1906, 1907, 1908, 1921, 1922.
1923, 1942, 1958.

Fipe—Jack Grace, 1901-2, 1906-8.
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Four each—R. Curtis, 1891-2, 1894, 1897; L. Kelly,
1892, 1894, 1897, 1901; J. Brennan, 1902, 1906-8.
T'hree each—). Kennedy, G. Roche, P. Heslin, J.
Geraghty, P. Kelly, 1891-2, 1894; T. Errity, 1892,
1894, 1902; P. Redmond, 1897-8, 1901; J. J. Keane,
W. Sherry, 1898-9, 1902; P. McCann, 1898-9, 1901;
P. Daly, 1901-2, 1908; M. Madigan, 1901, 1906-7; J.
Dempsey, D. Brady, 1902, 1906-7; D. Kelleher, H,
Hilliard, T, Walsh, 1906-8; John Reilly, Joe Norris,
P. Carey, John Synnott, P, Kirwan, F. Burke, 1921-3.

I'wo each—]. Roche, J. Silke, S. Hughes, S. Flood, R.
Flood, 1891-2; T. Lyons, M. Condon, 1891, 1894,
G. Charlemont, M. Byrne, 1892, 1894; J. O’Brien,
1897, 1901; M. Rea, J. Lane, T. Redmond, J. Heslin,
D. O’Callaghan, P. Levey, D. Errity, P. Fitzsimons, ].
Ryan, J. Ledwidge, 1898-9; J. Fahy, 1901-2; M. Kelly,
M. Curry, M. Barry, P. O’Callaghan, P. Casey, T.
Quane, P. Grace, 1906-7; J. Lynch, D. Kavanagh,
1907-8; P. Fallon, 1908, 1921; W. Donovan, T. Pierce,
C. McDonald, 1921-2; John Murphy, 1921, 1923; ]J.
McDonnell, P. McDonnell, Joe Synnott, 1922-3.

One each—]. Charlemont, J. Scully, ]J. Mahony, A.
O’Hagan, P. Hogan, T. Murphy, T. Halpin, M.
Cooney, 1891; F. O’Malley, T. Doran, 1892; T.
Hughes, T. O’Mahony, P. O’Toole, J. Kirwan, P.
O’Mallev, 1894; P. J. Walsh, W. Guiry, R. Scanlan,
W. Caliahan E. Downey, D. O’Donnell, M. Chambers,
V. Kelly, C. Cannen, P. O’'Donoghue, R. O’Brien, J.
Matthews, J. Flynn, 1897; C. Sargent. T. Norton. P.
Smith, 1898; D. Smith, C. Grady, ]J. Norton, J.
Farrelly, 1899; J. D’Arcy, J. McCullagh, D. Holland.
T. Doyle, B. Connor, M. O’Brien, J. Whelan, T. Law-
less, V. Harris, 1901; S. Mulvey, M. Casey, A. Wall, .
P. Weymes, J. O’Brien, J. McCann, P. Brady, E. Brady,
1902; M. Keane, L. Sheehan, 1906; T. Healy, F.
Cooney, JK. Brennan, T. McAuliffe, P. Whelan, M.
Collins, M. Power, J. Shouldice, 1908; E. Carroll, A.
Belman, J. O’Grady, W. Fitzsimons, 1921; W. Robbins,
A. Gibbons, W. Rooney, 1922; J. Stynes, M. Shanahan,
J. Sherlock, P. O’Beirne, L. Stanley, 1923; C. Kelly,
R. Beggs, P. Kennedy, C. Crone, P. Henry, P. O'Reilly,
B. Quinn, M. Falvey, J. Fitzgerald, J. Joy, P. Berming-
ham, G. Fitzgerald, P. O’Connor, T. Banks, M.
Fletcher, 1942; P. O’Flaherty, L. Foley, M. Wilson,
Joe Timmons, C. O’Leary, ]J. Crowley, J. Boyle, John
Timmons, S. Murray, P. Haughey, O. Freaney, D.
Ferguson, P. Farnan, J. Joyce, K. Heffernan (captain),
1958.

WEXFORD
Years of victory: 1893, 1915, 1916, 1917, 1918.

Four each—Gus Kennedy, P. Mackey, T. Murphy, Tom
Doyle, A. Doyle, James Brennan, M. Howlett, R.
Reynolds, T. McGrath, 1915-18.

Three each—Sear. Kennedy, F. Furlong, T. Mernagh,
1915-17.

Two each—Fr. Wheeler, James Wall, 1915-16; ]J. Crow-
ley, 1916-17: W. Hodgins, 1917-18.

One each—T. Hayes, T. Redmond, P. Curran, ]J.
McGinn, J. Doyle, J. O’Neill, N. Lacy, J. Phelan, M.
Curran, J. Bolger, James Redmond, F. Boggan, A. Fur-
long, T. O’Connor, J. O’Connor, P. O’Connor, J. M.
Redmond, J. Kenny, 1893; J. Furlong, E. Black, 1916;
J. Quinn, 1917; N. Stewart, J. Doran, J. Crawley, P.
Todd, J. Redmond, 1918.

CAVAN
Years of victory: 1933, 1935, 1947, 1948, 1952.
T hree each—B. O'Reilly, P. Brady, A. Tighe, M. Higgins,
1947-8, 1952.
Two each—]. Smith, W. Young, M. Dennehy, P. Phair,
(Continued on page 77)



CROSS the Atlantic in the
United States and Canada
Irish exiles participate in their native
games with as much fervour as if they
were at home.

From coast to coast in the United
States there is a G.AA. club in
practically every big city. The
strength of the games in New York
is well known. Their teams in both
hurling and football have proved
their worth against home opposition
on many occasions Other American
cities can send out sides capable of
matching and, at times, beating the
New ankﬁrs. At the American
League Convention there were dele-
gates present from more than 20
cities in the States and from Canada
as well.

From the far West came represen-
tatives of Los Angeles and San
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Francisco. Toronto and Montreal
represented the land of the Maple
Leaf. Other delegates came from
Buffalo, Chicago, Detroit, Cleve-
land, Boston, Syracuse, Rochester,
New Haven, Baltimore, Washington,
Hartford, Pittsburgh,etc.

GREAT PROGRESS

All these centres report great pro-
gress made in the last twelve months.
American-born players are to be
found on all teams. San Francisco
report new clubs fielding out in both
hurling and football. In Boston a
provincial championship is envisaged
embracing Boston, Springfield, Hart-
ford, Bridgeport, New Haven and
other cities in Massachusetts and
Connecticut.,

American League includes teams
from Montreal and Toronto. This
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is run in two sections, East and West,
with the sectional winners playing off
for the title.

In the U.S. inter-city hurling
championship Chicago visited New
York but failed to the homesters,
who won by 18 points to 12.

Apart from regular competitions,,
inter-city challenge games with
teams travelling huge distances are
no exception. For example, Chicago
visited San Francisco to return a
visit the men from the Golden Gate
paid the Windy City in the previous
year.

Feature of the year in New York
was the visits of the Kerry and Tip-
perary teams. The exiles perfor-
mances in those games are well known
by now. Locally chief interest centred
in the delayed 1958 championship
finals. In these Cork beat Offaly in
hurling, while Leitrim footballers
created a big surprise when beating
Kerry, That was Leitrim’s first New
York title in 25 years.

The future of gaelic games in
America and Canada looks safe The
comparatively cheap internal air-
travel makes the holding of inter-
city matches possible, and competi-
tion of course is the life-blood of any
game.

The strides made by our Exiles
across the Atlantic can best be de-
duced from the fact that such
august organs as “The Herald
Tribune” “New York Mirror” and
“New York Times” reported the St.
Brendan Cup Finals factually and
not in a jOCOSe manner.

This was a new approach by the:
New York press and shows the games
of the Gael are now am important
part of the American scene.
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GYGLING REVIEW

(Continued from page 35)

high standards. Indeed each Monday
morning saw another name in the
headlines and it was a gocd man who
could even win one or two of the top
races during the year.

Most of the cld names lived up to
their reputations and many new ones
came into the limelight. Perhaps the
most spectacular arrival was Paddy
McCormack of Brownstown, who
climbed from mediocrity to fame

......

CECIL DONAHUE

overnight to take the National League
title.

RAS TAILTEANN

Of the races themselves, the centre-
piece was Ras Tailteann. This year,
for some mysterious reason or other,
our National Tour clicked and ninety-
five starters lined up in O’Connell
Street.

This was a fine tribute to the
N.C.As strength. It is an amazing
but true fact that the field in Ras
Tailteann, which is limited to certain
riders, was greater than the TOTAL
racing strength of C.R.E., which is
recognised internationally as the con-
trolling body for Irish cycling.

The race itself was a cracker from
start to finish and even the last man
had a higher average speed than many
previous winners.

FEach stage proved to be a ding-
dong battle hut, in a race of cham-
pions, it is unanimously conceded that
the winner, Ben McKenna, was the
Championissimo, which is the cycling
phrase for Champion of Champions.

This modest Meathman has had an
amazing record in this race, being
second in 1958 and third the yeur
before.

He has recently passed the Garda
examination and is due to report for
training shortly. Imagine the surprise
some cyclist is in for if he tries te
outsprint Garda Ben, if halted for not
having a light.

One of the most amazing features
of the road scene was the large
number of comebacks and the brilliant
performances of a number of veterans
who ought to have retired long ago.

Men like Hal Coaway, Gerry
Keogh, Con Carr, Joe Mclvor and a
lot of others are still to the fore, whilz
Mick Christle came back, after two
years off the bike, to win two races
and get places in half a dozen.

On the track there was one very big
gap that will be hard to fill. “ The
Bairder” kept his promise and retired.

POOR RELATION

Tracking these days is very much
the poor relation in Irish cycling and
standards are really low. I deubt i
there is anyone who could have lived
with sprinters of the calibre of Frank
Baird, Sean and Bertie Donnelly and
other former greats.

The only exception is Frank
O’Sullivan who was top dog in the
short distance sphere. He won every
title from % to 3 miles.

Road racing seems to be the
glamour sport these days and the
track game is suffering as a resuit.
More’s the pity. I firmly believe that
the two branches go hand in hand
and the rider who cannot perform in
both departments is only half a cyclist.

FOR
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Why don’t some enterprising sports

promotors take a leaf from the book
of their French counterparts and
feature revenge races on the track
between the Ras Tailteann stars
during August and September?

Publicity, gimmicks and ballyhoo
have built up road racing to un-
dreamed of heights and could well
bring tracking back to its former
glories.

The new Dublin Corporation track
in Crumlin is due to be finished
shortly. Let us hope that it will usher
in an era of tracking.

DARK SPOT

The only dark spot on the whole
year was the ugly incident which cui-
minated in Mick Slattery going over
to the CRE ranks.

This was most unfortunate as there
was a possibility that Slattery might
have become a top-notch cyclist. He
showed a certain amount of promiss.
Now, however, he has signed his
cvcling death warrant, for every pro-
vincial cyclist who has taken this step
has disappeared from the scene.

Not even the great Karl McCarthy,
one of the toughest riders of all time,
could survive a weekly trek from his
home to Dublin for racing.

The whole thing was due to an
accusation of professionalism against
three Clonmel cyclists by Tipperary
officials. The other two admitted the
incident, Slattery did not and im-
mediately applied for and was
granted CRE membership.

All-Ireland Hurling and Football
Championships
Nationa! League (Hurling and Football)
“Gaelic Weekly”” Tournament Cup and
Gold Medals
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DUBLIN’S MINOR TITLE

(Continued from page 51)

Antrim at Clones and was impressed
by their defence, especially the full
back line of Cafferty, McKiernan and
O’Reilly.

In a rather drab semi-final against
Galway, Cavan came from behind tc
snatch a dramatic viciory seconds
from time. As a result of Cavan's
form in that game Dublin were in-
stalled as firm favourites for the
Minor Final,

A favourite’s tag is a dangerous
thing to carry into any game, particu-
larly a final. Cavan got down %o
business from the start and had
Dubliners rubbing their eyes when
they notched a goal and a point with-
cut reply in the early minutes,

Whenever Dublin ventured douwn-
field Cafferty, McKiernan, O’Reilly
and Kennedy stood firm. In the up-
stairs work the Cavan boys were the
dictators but Eddie Grainger, Dublin’s
right full-back, was going up as weil
as any of them. Half-time saw us
being led by a point.

It took us seven minutes of the second
half to equalise with a Gerry McCabe
point, Dublin were now improving,

Paddy Delaney, Sean Coen and Brian
McDonald were swinging that ball about
at the right altitude. Joe Levins was now
climbing higher than all in the midfield

area and Ferqal McCourt, Mick Kissane
and FEddie Grainger were dealing con-
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LEINSTER CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP

HE Leinster Club Championship again aroused
T tremendous interest, Unfortunatzly, from the
financial point of view, these championships were not
so successful. However, they provided an opportunity
for clubs from the weaker hurling counties to compete
a7jzinst the champicn clubs from hurling strongholds.

The results were as follows:
1958 CHAMPIONSHIP

1st March, 1959—S8Sem!-final: Bennettsbridgze, 3-6; St
Aidan’s, 2-3.
1st April, 1959—Bennettsbridge, 5-0; Faythe Harriers,
The match was subsequently awarded to Faythe

Harriers on an objection.
1959 CHAMPIONSHIP
15t Round—Faythe Harriers, 2-9; New Irelands, 3-1.

: Clonad, 3-6; Drumcullen, 2-0. Castletowngeoghegan,

5-9; Boardsmill, 3-4,

2nd Round—Faythe Harriers, 7-12; Tullaroan, 5-1.
Castletowngeoghegan, 3-6; Clonad, 3-2.

Semi-final—St. Aidan’s, 7-10; Castletowngeoghegan,
4-7,

Pinal—Fayvthe Harriers v. St. Aidan’s remains to be
decided.

The thanks of "“Nuachtan Gael” go out to the mem-
bers of the Leinster Council for their support and co-
operation during the year. To such staunch Gaels as
Hugh Byrne and Martin O'Neill and indeed to every
member of the Council we extend on behalf of the
Directors of * Gaelic Weekly ¥ our deep gratitude for
their kindness in this and in many other ways during the
vear. Go raibh mile maith agaibh.

L T T
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BEANNACHTAI
NA NOLLAG

dar dtimiri is dar mbaill

Another year of solid achievement comes to an

2 hafi end. The prize fund is almost £2,000 weekly.
Bllﬁ.lfl de The schemes for the language and the nation
grow bigger and more numerous every day,

Obﬂlf showing practical return for members’ subscrip-
tions—perhaps the most ambitious being the

théll giﬁil complete industry in the Connemara Gaeltacht
for the quick-freezing of fish and vegetables.

Fishing boats have been bought and supplied t
the Irish-speaking fishermen on a “pay-as-you-catch” basis. Thousands of lobsters
and crayfish are to be exported annually, and vegetables also, in addition to supplying
+he home market. The entire sea, lake and river fisheries of the Teilionn and Carrick
area in Donegal have been bought out, and a five year development plan adopted
for the local Duffin Estate and farm. The Gaeltacht scholarship scheme has also won
nation-wide applause once more; and also the Monday radio programmes. Big strides
ahead were made in the Gael Linn film productions. Weekly newsreels became a
reality and part 1 of a monumental Irish historical feature film, “Mise Eire” was
completed and will be exhibited generally early in the New Year. The gramophone
record scheme has also been successful. The first release of six recordings of traditional
music was followed by the release of the first of a series of long-playing records. The
drama club in Dublin and Drama Festivals throughout the country continue to forge
ahead. New schemes this year included the Irish Singing Competitions, Cabaret Shows,
Concerts and a weekly Céili at the Dublin Mansion House. Yes, Gael-Linn truly goes

from success to success— ‘Bionn toradh ar obair Gael-Linn!”

54 SRAID GRAFTON, ATHA CLIATH
75
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‘ Fine carpets
make fine homes

WHO") | e
PAYS

IF YOU’RE INSURED WITH THE

VOLUNTARY HEALTH INSURANCE

BOARD WE WILL HELP YOU PAY
THE BILLS

!
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|
~ finest carpets
|

I Pamper your home with luxurious
Kincora . . . its inherent high quality
gives life-long service, yet Kincora luxury
can be vours for a very modest outlay.
Wilton, Axminster and Brussels carpets

—see them in the shops.

(TR

+ Kincora are the carpets used to-day in
so many of Ireland's most important
buildings,

PERMANENTLY MOTH - PROOFED

All Kircora Carpets are now

KINCORA CARPETS LTD.,, CORK

Nowadays, few people, no matter what their
occupation, can afford costly medical and

hospital expenses, either from savings or out

of salary. But you can avoid unnecessary | ( : IF T S

worry by taking advantage of benefits to be

gained from the Voluntary Health Insurance F 0 R A LIF E T I M E

S
Scheme. | £29- m 0 or H.P. Terms

POST THE COUPON BELOW TO-DAY. You | -

will receive by return full details of the |
| The Mew
Voluntary Health Insurance Scheme. f ROYALITE
i 3 Hi;l‘l

e e s ' s~ i Y i i = Wi = i 1 e =] S = ~H——

& Ibs. Weight
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VOLUNTARY HEALTH
INSURANCE BOARD

. S e —— —— — — — — — —

NAME (s i o et e The JOELI Family
Fireproof Safe
ADDRESS ol st i . T I
: { ) A Gift with security in mind !
................................................ || : ££5 ar H.P, Terms
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vouunany weaurw msunance sonwo | NQU YA TYPEWRITERS

9 SOUTH LEINSTER STREET, DUBLIN

70 SOUTH MALL, CORK 9 Washington Street, Cork
37 Snuth Frederick St., Dublm -




T. O’Reilly, H. O'Reilly, W. Connolly, L. Blessing, P,
Devlin, D. Morgan, J. Smallhorn, M. J. Magee, "l::rm
O’Reilly, 1933, 1935; W. Doonan, P. Smith, J. ].
D'R&ill}r, S, I.?hﬂ:ignamJ o=l s Dake, O Staﬂ'ﬂrd, |
Donoghue, 1947-8; V. Sheriock, J. J. Cassidy, E.
Carolan, 1948, 1952.
One each—P. Lynch, T. Coyle, V. McGovern, T. Crowe,
P. W. Connolly, 1933; T. Delan, P. Boylan, 1935; V.
Gannen, J. Wilson, C. McDwyer, T. P. O'Reilly, 1947,
J. D. Benson, O. R. McGovern, 1948; §. Morris, J.
Pfh.uahb, D. Maguire, P. Carolan, L. Maguire, T.
Hardy, S. Hetherton, J. Cusack, P. Fitzsimons, 1952.

TIPPERARY

Years of victory: 1889, 1895, 1900, 1920.

Two each—William Ryan, P. Finn, P. Glasheen, Bill
Ryan, 1889, 1895: R. Quane, J. O'Brien, 1895, 1900.
One each—G.. Kavanagh, J. Cranly, Joe Ryan, Edward
J. Rohan, P. Buckley, W. Shea, R. Whelan, J. Daly,
P. Hall, J. Keary, M. Wade, B. O’Brien, P. Rvan, L.
Fox, John Rvan, T. Dwyer, 1889; J. Carew, J. Carev,
P. Dwyer, J. Heffcrnan, Ml. Finn, M. Mclnerney, R.
Butler, P. Daly, M. Finn, J. Riordan, M. Connery,
1895; J. Tobin, P. Moloney, W. McRell, J. Dwane,
P. Meyers, M. Walsh, R. Hourigan, P. Wall, W. Toole,
D. Harney, J. O’Shea, J. Cooney, D. Smyth, P. Cox,
J. Hayes, 1900; A. Carroll, J. McNamara, Ned O’Shea,
(G. Lanigan, James Ryan, J. Shelly, W. Grant, M
Barrett, M. Tobin, J. Ryan, J. Doran, G. McCarthy,
V. Vaughan, M. Arragan, T. Powell, 1920.

KILDARE
Years of victory: 1905, 1919, 1927, 1928.
T hree each—M. Buckley, P. Doyle, 1919, 1927-8.
Two each—Larry Cribben, 1905, 1919; M. Walsh, Gus
Fitzpatrick, F. Malone, J. Higgins, J. Haves, Joe
Loughlin, W. Gannon, J. Curtis, P. Martin, W.
Mangan, P. Loughlin, T. Kecgh, M. Goff, 1927-8.
One each—). Murray, M. Murray, J. Fitzgerald, M.
Fitzgerald, M. Kennedy, Joe Raffzrty, J. Gorman, T.
Keogh, F. Conlon, J. Scott, W. Merriman, W. Bracken,
W. Losty, J. Cﬂnnﬂl! E. Kennedy, T. Kelly, 1905;
L. Stanley, ]J. Cﬂnlnn, ] Mnran, T. Goulding, J'.
O’Connor, M. Sammon, J. O’Reilly, C. Flynn, B.
McGlade, James O’Connor, Joyce Cnnlﬂn, G. Mangan,
1919; D. Ryan, 1928.

GALWAY
Years of victory: 1925, 1934, 1938, 1956,
Two each—M. Higgins, D. O’Sullivan, J. Dunne, M.
Connaire, R. Griffin, M. Kelly, B. Nestor, 1934, 1938,
One each—M. Walsh, T. Molloy, J. Egan, D. Egan, H.
Burke, F. Benson, W. Smyth, T. Leetch. M. Bannerton,
Leonard McGrath, P. Roche, G. Jennings, P. Ganly,
Lar McGrath, M. Donnelan, 1925; M. Brennan, P. T.
McDonnell, M. Ferriter, H. Carey, T. Hughes, T.
McCarthy, F. Fox, D. Mitchell, 1934; J. McGauran,
M. Rafferty, R. Beggs, F. Cunniffe, C. Connolly, T.
Burke, J. Flavin, E. Mulholland, M. Rvder, P.
McDonagh, 1938; J. Mangan, J. Keeley, G. Daly, T.
Dillon, J. Kissane, J. Mahon, M. Greally, F. Evers, M.
McDonagh, J. Covyle, S. Purcell, W. O’Neill, J. Young,
F. Stockwell, G. Kirwan, 1956.

LOUTH
Years of victory: 1910. 1912, 1957.
Two each—Q. Markey, Johnny Brennan, M. Byrne, [.
Quinn, J. Clarke. Eddie Burke, Joe Mulligan, T.
Matthews, Jack Bannon, Larry McCormack, 1910,
1912.
One each—Jack Carvin, Joe Donnelly, Claudie Clarke, ].

Hanlon, Mick Hand, T. Donegan, Tommy Morgan,
1910; Jim Smyth, J. Fitzsimons, J. Reilly, D. Warren,
Joe Johnstone, ). Campbell, S. Fitzsimons, 1912; S.
Flood, O. Reilly, T. Conlon, J. Meehan, P. Coleman,
P. Smith, S. White, D. O’Neill, S. O’Donnell, K.
Beahan, D. O’Brien, F. Lynch, J. Roe, J. McDonnell,
J. Cunningham, 1957.

CORK

Years of victory: 1890, 1911, 1945.

One each—]im Power, P. Moore, J. Leahy, R. Kelleher,
M. Coleman, T. Lucy, J. Fitzgerald, Joe Fitzgerald,
M. Riordan, “Tit” Downey, R. Power, J. D. O’Brien,
W. Hennessy, M. Egan, J. Aherne, M. Murphy, Mick
Buckley, W. Buckley, M. Hennessy, Jack Downey, P.
Sullivan, 1890; M. Mehigan, M. (¥Shea, E. Barrett,
J. A. Beckett, J. Shandon, J. Donovan, W. Mackessy,
M. Cotter, T. Murphy, W. Lehane, J. Lehane, J. Lynch,
C. Kelleher, J. Young, P. Connell, C. Paye, J. O'Neill.
1911; M. O’Driscoll, D. Magnier, P. Murphy, C.
Crone, P. Cronin, T. Crowley, D. O’Connor, F.
O’Donovan, Eamonn Young, E. Casey, H. O’Neill, M.
Tubridy, J. Lynch, J. Cronin, D. Beckett, ]. Ahera,
1945,

MAYO

Years of victory: 1936, 1950, 1951.

Two each—]. Forde, P. Prendergast, S. Flanagan, H.
Dixon, J. McAndrew, P. Carney, E. Mongey, M.
Flanagan, J. Gilvarry, T. Langan, S. Wynne, S. Mul-
-derrig, Peter Quinn, 1950-1.

One each—T1. Burke, J. McGowan, P. Quinn, P. Kelly,
T. Regan, J. S. O’Malley, G. Ormsby, P. Flannelly,
H. Kenny, J. Carney, P. Laffey, T. Grier, P. Moclair,
J. Munnelly, P. Munnelly, 1936; W. Durkin, W.
Kenny, M. Mulderrig, P. Solon, M. Caulfield, 1950;
J. Staunton, P. Irwin, L. Hastings, 1951.

LIMERICK
Years of victory: 1887, 1896.

One each—D. Corbett, T. Fitzgibbon, W. Gunning, R.
Breen, John Hyland, T. McNamara, W. Spain, E.
Casey, M. Slattery, P. Corbett, J. Kennedy, James
Mulqueen, M. O’Brien, P. Kelly, T. Kennedy, P.
Keating, W. Clery, R. Normoyle, P. Reeves, T. Keating,
T. McMahon, 1887; Con Fitzgerald, D. Birrane, W.
Guiry, John Riordan, L. Sheehan, L. Roche, C.
lelman: ] Buttimer, T. Campion, James Dalton, W.
Murphy, W McNamara, J. Nash, John Murphy, M.
Ryan, P, Rﬂche, James O’Riordan, 1896.

ROSCOMMON

Years of victory: 1943, 1944.
Two each—]. P. O’Callaghan, W, ]ackson, B. Lynch, L.
Carlos, O. Hoare, E. Boland, L. Gilmartin, P. Murrav,
1 Murraj,r, D. Keenan, D. MEDEI'IHG'EL" J. McQuillan,
F. Kinlough, 1943-4.
One each—F, Glynn, L. Cummins, 1943; J. Casserly,
H. Gibbons, J. J. Nerney, 1944.

MEATH

Years of victory: 1949, 1954.

Tewo each—M. O'Brien, P. O’Brien, K. McConnell, P.
O’Connell, B. Smyth, M. McDonnell, P. Meegan, P.
McDermott, 1949, 1954.

One each—K. Smyth, S. Heery, P. Dixon, C. Hand, ]J.
Kearney, F. Byme, W. Halpenny, P. Carolan, 1949;
P. McGearty, K. Lenehan, J. O'Reilly, E. Durnin, T-
O'Brien, M. Grace, T. Moriarty, 1954.



SURVEY OF IRISH
DANCING -

SURVEY of the position of Insh Dancing in the life of Ireiland to-day shows that the hopes entertained in
Irish-Ireland circles for half a century and more have not been realised. By that statement I mean that the
popularity of Irish figure dancing in the life of the ordinary people has shown a marked decline, particularly

within the past decade.

Outside the Gaelic League branches
there are few ceilidhthe in Dublin
catering for the ordinary “man in the
street”, The same is true generally 1n
the Twenty-Six Counties.

The position in the occupied six s
much more healthy from an Irish-
Ireland point of view. There, thz
Irish-Ireland bodies, notably the
Gaelic League and G.A.A., conduct
their social gathierings strictly on
gaelic lines.

It may well be asked what is the
cause of this falling away from
adherence to the strict observance of
Irish-Ireland entertainment as visual-
1sed by the two pational bodies pre-
viously mentioned? The truth is that
the national spirit has become weaker
for many reasons: radio, television,
false internationalism, film star wor-
ship, trashy literature, etc. etc.

A decade or so ago the weekly
Sunday night ceilidhe in the Dublin
Mansion House was patronised by
some six to seven hundred people, but
the gradual fall in attendance caused
the cessation of the function.

Recently Gael-Linn stepped inty
the breach and revived this weeklv
ceilidhe with promising results. It is
the one bright ray of hope that Irish
figure dancing by the general Dublin
public will retura to its former popu-
larity.

Let us now turn to the position of
solo competitive dances which take
place annually under the aegis of the
Irish Dancing Commission, a sub-

sidiary body to the Coisde Gnotha
of the Gaelic League, This body is
represented in all the provinces where
provincial championships in senior,
junior and minor grades for both
sexes are conducted. The two leading
exponents in ach grade qualify to
Y A Y R SRR ST SR R OIS SR AN
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compete at the annual Oireachtas
Rinnce, usually held in the capital.

Great progress has been made n
this connection and this annual
furction is always conducted with
precision and efficiency. Decisions cf
the operating adjudicators are accep-
ted in a true sporting fashion and
protests or appeals are non-existent.
Keen rivalry exists between the many
Irish Dancing schools scattered
throughout the country.

Figure dancing is included in the
Oireachtas programme and entries
from the many dancing schools are
numerous. A special figure-dancing
competition is reserved for represen-
tatives of Gaelic League branches.

Apart from this special adult com-
petition the vast bulk of competitors
are In the minor and jumor grades.

‘matters of this kind is

It is worthy of note that the senior
competitions, where the age condition
1s elghteen and over, attract consider-
ably fewer entrants.

Another peimnasuent feature is the
very high proportion of girls to boys
in all grades. Approximately the pro-
portion is five or six 1o one.

The G.A.A., some twenty years
ago, anxious to assist the sister Gaelic
League organisation, prohibited by
rule the holding, by any of its clubs,
of functions where anything other than
Irish dancing was practised. That rule
still stands. It must be admitted with
regret that it is violated more
frequently than any other regulation.

Attached to many G.A.A. clubs are
personal groups calling themseives by
some colourless name for the purpose
of organising money-gathering func-
tions. All this forces one to the con-
clusion that there 1s poor support
amongst adults for Irish dances and
Irish dances only.

The difticulty of changing ths
habits of the people generally in
great. Regrei-
fully it must be recorded that Gael-
achas so far has not succeeded to any
appreciable extent where dancing 1s
concerned.
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ROONEY SCHOOL OF IRISH DANCING ;_,
NEWRY %

CLASSES CONDUCTED IN OUTLYING DISTRICTS OF NEWRY }
Enquiries to Mrs. Keenan, Courtney Hill, Newry o
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GALLOWGLASS CEILI BAND

>TARS OF RADIO, “TOP RANK", "“BELTONA” AND "COLUMBIA” RECORDS

PAT McGARR
MARION VILLA, BLESSINGTON ROAD, NAAS, CO. KILDARE
Phone : NAAS 269




NEW science which has be-

stowed great benefits on
industry is already proving of im-
mense value to agriculture and
farming. Work Study and its related
techniques have opened up new
ways of simplifying the job, improv-
ing management of farm labour,
increasing output and reducing stress
and hardship.

The mndern milking parlour,
which is capable of a wvery high
throughput of cows, with a mini-
mum amount of labour, is just one
example of what can be done when
work study techniques are applied
The cows are close to the milker and
his movements have been greatly
limited, thus cutting waste time in
walking and other unproductive
work,

Work physiology and work psy-
chology are two aspects of what is
called human engineering. Designers
of farm machines and tools are re-
cognising the importance of this

aspect of design.
By careful measurement and obser-

vaticn they have worked out where the
controls of a tractor or combine har-
vester are best located to facilitate easy
use over long periods without tiring.
Strange as it may seem, on some
machines still in widespread wuse, the
operator may be expected to perform
two or three different operations simul-

— When

means

CONSULT

Causes,;

OF PHOSPHATE.

Prosphate

AND YOUR VETERINARY
I Issued by the Department of Agriculture R

WORK STUDY
AND FARMING

tancously with the same hand or foot.
As can well be imagined, the operator
would soon tire and any improvement
that can be made will directly improve
output and the standard of work.

AS FATIGUING

Did you ever know that it may be
just as fatiguing to spend a day plough-
ing with g tractor as it was in the old
days with horses? It appears the same
amopunt of energy is used with both
methods. Tractor ploughing puts quite
a strain on the nervous system and
demands on nervous energy have a more
fatiguing effect than similar demands
on physical energy.

Logding manure by hand would
appear to be one of the most laborious
of jobs. However, the work physiclogy
experts tell us that there is practically
the same energy expenditure when load-
ing with a tractor and manure fork.

With the tractor outfit the operator
must concentrate deeply and, if the con-
trols of the tractor gre not properly
positioned within easy reach, the exer-
cise is rendered more difficult.

your COWS
don’t go in calf

SHORTAGE OF PHOSPHATE in their food may be one of the
If they chew RAGS and BONES, i

they are in POOR CONDITION, it is most likely due to SHORTAGE:
Overcome this by applying PHOSFHATE
MANURE to the land they graze or by giving them an APPROVED
MINERAL MIXTURE for CATTLE.

MORE CALVES
MORE MILK
MORE PROFIT

it occurs frequeritly.

YOUR AGRICULTURAL
SURGEON

79

Work study has much to offer in the
design and location of f“rfﬁ"'ﬁﬁﬁﬁ_.mgs

#3n the past¥decade gii@pfehave been hpent
4 erecting and re-constructing |these
o

Soucriia NP

dings. they are r well

" built, but thers are other ‘important as-

pects which tend to be ignored or not
given sufficient attention.

Badly designed buildings represent a
waste of labour and food, a doorway to
infection and disease and a thorn in the
side of good management. Higgeldy
piggeldy grouping of buildings is all too
common in many of our farm yards.
A work study expert, with his tech-
niques, time and motion study and work
measurement can do much to resolve
the situation.

DRAW BACK

Familiarity, as 15 well known, is one of
the big draw backs in spotting mistakes
or doing things in an original way, The
farmer who is on the job every day will
be slow to notice that a door broken in
a building may save hours of walking
time over the year, or that a food store
near to feeding stock can reduce trans-
port of materials to a minimum,

Quite an amount of work has been
done on what is called functional group-
ing of buildings, that is, locating to-
gether buildings which have related
purposes. All this information is now
available to the farmer through the
advisory service,

INSTRUCTOR

N
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DEALERS IN SALMON
AND POULTRY

John Murphy

(M. Murphy)

BRIDGE QUAY
NEW ROSS

Guthan 60
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For Quality, Service and
Satisfaction call.at . . .

J. H. KINAHAN

Girocer and Confectioner
12 HENRY ST., ENNISKILLEN
Phone 2892
A O L Sy e S S S S T A

DVPYPrISERS ®

SIOBHAN"S
CONFECTIONERS

BRIDGE STREET, ROSTREVOR, CO. DOWN

i cexD mite rdilce
%

TEAS AND LUNCHES

CENTRAL CAFE B
CHURCH STREET, WARRENPOINT, Co. DOWN |

When in Enniskillen make sure you stay at . . .

FAIRVIEW CAFE, FAIRVIEW PLACE

for Good Accommodation and Reasonable Terms

also visit ' THE ERNE SNACK BAR,” Darling Street

for a quick meal and good food.
(Proprietor—M. Cox)

— PETROL SUPPLIED TILL 10.30 p.m. 7 DAYS A WEEK —

JOHN McGOWAN’S
NEW PETROL STATION — AT DROMLYON

Used Cars Supplied. Good Selection always in Srock
PHONE 2361 TAXIS FOR HIRE

—

G. G. MAGUIRE & SON

Grocers and Egg Exporters : Feeding Stuffs : Ferttlisers : Hardware

G.A.A. TEAMS CATERED FOR AT—

Coal Boots and Shoes Petrol and Oils
DERRYGONNELLY, CO. FERMANAGH
Phone 214

T. GALLIGAN

GENERAL DRAPER AND OUTFITTER
MILLINERY AND MANTLE WAREHOUSE

THE DIAMOND, ENNISKILLEN, CO. FERMANAGH
Phone 2421

e e A

Telephore: Lisnaskea 237

FLANAGCAN’S CAFE
LISNASKEA, CO. FERMANAGH

All-Ireland Championship

THE DERBY CAFE
ICE CREAM SPECIALISTS

Phone: Derry 2947, and Enniskillen 2365.

Congratulations to the Fermanagh Team on winning the Funior

(A. Vannarelli & Sons)

24 Church Street, Enniskillen and Strand Road, Derry

Lough Derg parties and G.A.A. teams specially catered for. Open fo
everybody; and on all Bank Holidays and Sundays until midnight.

Telegrams: Clarke, Lisnaskea

P. Clarke & Sons Ltd.

Public Works Contractors
and Quarry Owneis

*

Slushill Quarries
LISNASKEA

A

o, gl i i, il i gl
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MAHON’S HOTEL ;
IRVINESTOWN

Established 1881. Fully Licensed

MAGUIRE’S :
|

for Fruit, Confectionery, Cigarettes, Ices and Minerais

THE GARDEN, 30 DARLING STREET, ENNISKILLEN |

*

Suppliers of Stone, Sand,
Concrete Units and
Tarmacadam

i i B i B, T,

L
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)

P. HEALY

THE GAELIC HOUSE — RAILWAY BAR
WINE AND SPIRIT MERCHANT
MAIN ST., BROOKEBOROUGH, CO. FERMANAGH
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KINGSTONS LTD. -

O'CONNELL STREET
109 GRAFTON ST., 10 GEORGE’S ST.,

FOR MEN AND BOYS

DUBLIN

Listen to Tacob’s programme ““IRISH REQUESTS™

o

oven-fresh

Jacob’s Cream Crackers are deliciously light

and crisp, perfect at any time of day.

They’re so fresh, too, and with that unigue flavour.
Jacob’s Cream Crackers go with anything.

Taste them with Irish cheese and Irish butter.

No wonder they're everyone's favourite,
Jacob's Cream Crackers are always perfect.

Available loose or in the |[i4 K { agolbs
= lﬁ'ﬂxﬂ"”l!-_::;l;t“‘p:{l:": "
AIR-SEAL PACKET §: & - RN o CRACKERS

Enjoy @ER:E
best biscuits

Radie Luxembourg every Saturday at 10 p.m.

o :::. 2

pabguen L BEST

CREAM CRACKERS
always crisp and




“Reindeer trotting through the snow’

Said Santa Clause “ Ave much too slow”’

“I'll use a car for added speed

And Esso Extra’s what I need”





