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Cruise’s Hotel —
- Part of Limerick,

. old and new
LIMERICI\ Sies
HISTORY FOR .OVER
o 173 YEARS

.CRUISE S ROYAL HOTEL, so much a part of the
colourful history of Limeriek over the past 173

A PART OF

years, is very much in the

taken over by the Trinidad Sugar Estates Company,
Ltd., and will-continue to expand in the years shead,

Already,. plans are ready to be put into effect and
-all members of the staff have been assured that their’
.employment will not be affected in any way.

as owxner.

River Shannon.

‘The story of Chuise’s R_é_val
Hotel is very much associaved
with the development of Lime-
riek.  Xstablished n 1781, its
many “interesting and colotirful «
associations date back to before
Bianconi's time. In _those far-
off, days, the Royal Maii Coach
passed through what is now the
entrance door, ignored  the
ladies - drinking tea, coffee or
cocktails in the lounge, made
.no stop at the pubhc bar and
probably stabled in what is now
the Desmond Hall or the Ball-
room.

CHARACTERS
Many were . the Imbortant:
charagters of history to stay at
Cruise’s. Daniel O'Uonnell was
"a very popular personality there,
and following his famous.elec-
tion in Clare—~the 8rst Catholje
to be elected to P S:nt since
the 'Tredaty of Limarick, he
stayed at:Cruise's and addressed
one of the biggest meelings seen
in the city. -Smith O’Brien,
Johni Mitche} and Thomas
Francis Meagher spent much of
their tifne at Cruise's, and many
are the stories associated with
‘thelr Limerick visits. . .
“Cruise’s has; had its day of
tragedy also, and witnessed the
opening scenes of that térrible
murder which was afterwards
romant1c15ed by Gerald  Griffin
s “The Coliegians 7 dramatlsed
by Dion Boucicault as “The
olleen Bawn’” and put to
usic as the opera, “The Lily
of Xillarney,” by &ir Julius
Benedict, The -writer of the
original story of the murder of
Elen Henly—"*The True Story
of thre Colicen Bawn by one who
knew her in life and saw her in
death,” waks the Rev. P. Fitz-
gerald, Rector!of Tarbert, He
stayed in Cruise's the night be-
fore he accompanied the tragic
couple in a_steamer down.the
Shannon. * He clzimed to have
enjoyed & hearty dinner - with
them on that oc on. »

WIAI\Y MEMORIES

But, as.I have mentioned,
are many memories
attached to Cruise’s, and -all of
themof interest, .The founder
of the hotel was Edward Cruise,
-Then came. George Russell
“Prancis” —. the “Francis,” his
father's name. to distinguish
him ¥rom the many other Rus-~
sells.-great benefactors of Lime-
rick in days gone by. He
retired in 1806 and was suc-
ceeded by Samuel Dickson,
William Collopy andlater Eliza
Moriarty. who became & very
®ood friend of Danjel O'Connell.

The vears moved on and in
‘Dublin a voung Cerkman had
his eve on Cruise’s. He was
Mr. Kenneally, who was at the
time managing 2 well-known
hotel there. But before telling
the unusual storv of how his
dream camé true, let’ us look
back a few vears to the begin-
ning of Mr. XKenneallv's sue-
cessful  career A native of
Creokstown in Co. Cork, he
was educated-ih Mungret Col-
lege, where he established his
ﬁts+ connections with the City

the Broken Treaty. =+

'IO TNG

His ﬁrst hotel” was Jury's in ;
where ,he gained his':
fitst experience” “of the busmess,
and from theme went to the
White Heart Hotel in Windsor.
In the following vears he:

served in the Rodnev Hotel, De " said.

Verel Gardens. Xensington,
Iendon: The Savov,
end the Great. Eastern Hotel |
also in the same city. It was !
at this staee that he ‘decided
to <o to the Continent but be-

fore the time came he receiveds-

2 Jetter to the effect that if he
was interested in the apooint-
ment of Mana<er at the Moira
Fotel in Dublin he wou'd be
afforded the ovnortunity = of
avnearing for interview. Mr.
Kenneallv was mast certainlv
interested but he had just one
doubs .. Would he be con-
sidered toa voung? The fact is
%e was appointed and hecame
Ireland’s voungest hotel man-
aver gt the ace of -22 vears.

hat was In 1651,

It was the following year that”

he jearned of the vacancy at+Irish.

“ruise’« Hotpl in Limerick. The

Limerick Leader, Saturday,

But there is one who will not be staying on . . .
He is'Mr. Colm Kenneally,
- with Cruise's since 1952, first as Manager and later
Having sold the famous hotel recently,
~ he will say farewell to Limerick and set out again
‘ to establish another hotel in an area so far un-'
decided . - . buj certamly far from the banks of the

: O'Donbpghue,

O'Donoghue),” Mr. Gerrv
yilins and Mr, Donal O Donog-
ue,

i looked

London, ;

news again. It hag been

Wwho has been associated

who died only
very Tecently. On the board
were @ Mr  Patsy McAknden,!
Mr. Jim Clarke (who died
almost at the samce time as“
ol

WISH -CAME TRUE .

Almost immeaiately the newly
appointed manager took on the
major. task of improving con-
ditions generally. Steps were
taken - to. bring abour.a big
adven¢ement in business — an
effort “that met with consider-
i able suecess in' the four years
that - -Fo"ownd A%+ the end  of
that period Mr. Kenneally left
Cruise’s, having aéquired an
interest in two ¢ity hotels | . .
But ‘at all times his heart was
in LCruise's,. and there was
always the wish to acquire it.
The wish became a reality Th
May, 1960. Mr. Kenneally pur-
chased the hotel and set ahiout
what - became. Cruxseg finest
transformation.

Feellng that Limerick was
very much on the road forward
towards grea.ter dévelopment,
both in tourism and in industry, -
Mr, Kenneslly considered that
the hotel was lacking in proper
facilities to, cope. with such |
- developments, Mr. John Thomp-
son was re-appointed architect
to prepare a master-plan and
work ‘went ahead. The new
bar, widely known far outside
this couritry ‘as the Inner Rar,
was constructed and has since
become the admiration . of
people from almost every corner.
of the: world.

Each of the 85 bedrooms was
completely re-decorated and TV
installeds = Private baths were
fitted in 32 of the Tooms. . The
German expert, Herr Saufer,
who was responsible for the
building - of the new Eurbpe
Hotel in Killarney, was engag ged
to do the interior design wark,
which . was carried out under .|
Mr. Thbmpson, and the entrance-
hall, reception hall, reception
offices,: lounge and cocktail bar
were completelymodermsed and
e‘ctendad ;

TRANSFORMATIOV

Al matetials were spec;ally
imported from Switzerland,
Germany  and France and a
truly amazing transformation
was brought about. When this
part of the programme had
been ¢ompleted, work was com-
mencéd on the baliroom, which
was greatly extended and which
has .become one of the best-
known: in this country “to-day,
being the- vepue for ‘many - of
the most important functions
in the’ South of Ireland. The’
grill - room  also received . a°
major face-lift, adding greatly
to.its popularity as a rendezvous -
for gourmets.

In the course of -a _most in-
teresting interview, Mr. en-
neally told me that he believed
every hotel should. get a fdce-
‘Jift everv three years at least.
This was very important tor
.many reasons, but mainly fréin
ithe point of view of ‘bringing
aboéut greater improvements: at
‘all timhes. Asked about the
prospegts of the tourist trade
for the coming seasom, Mr.
Kenneally stated - that = they
excellent. + “In  fact,
they could not be better,” he
“From. the bookings re-
ceived ‘there is no, doubt that
our season- will be beiter than
the previous one, and the” 1963
season : ‘was- & very, good dne,
ndeed,:
BETTER FACILITIES., .
Mr. Kenneally ¢ojd mie that
he will suggest to "the new
Board of Directors that they
.proceed with the planned ex-
stensjon’ programme right away.
More - bedrooms are urgently
needed. At present. the accom-
Joodation - available is totally
inadequate, he said, and this
could be said of the winter
months- also. I was interested
to get. a break-down of the

nationsalities | of guests - at
Cruise’s: 60 vper cent.’ were
Britiah, 20 per cent.  were

American and 20 per cent. were

Commenting on' the need for

thonsht of returning apoealed
and *was a hapnv
on,-indered, when he !
the hotel of so manv,
rovies, as manager. At this

r,'eriod the hotel was owned bv

a company, led_by Mr. Paddv

better *facilities for tourists
generally throughout the city
6f . Limerick, Mr. Xenneally
‘stated ‘that some consideration
should be given by traders to
the  extension of shopping

Jan. 18, 1964

evening and pad @
wash and dinwer afterwards
foundithat it was impgssible: &

to buy Waterford cut |glass,:
lace or any souvenirs,
various stores throughout
city were closed and b H
of this. many were losihg a°
considerable. amount of
ness, It was his. opinion
indeed, that of .many ofhers,:
too, that the matter called for!
the special consideration pf all
those  congerned,

arrived - aroyud 4 Craise's
me Gresbam Hotel

pole before rcturn

:went to the! Castie Hotel
Burndoran and from  there. 10
the Marhattan in Tralee.

GoT HIS WISH

: Cruise’s. He wns always
‘to return thefe some day—but

@

BY TOM TOBIN
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spent two
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**an uf 1h§
TV, She ww
Mr, Ken
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Rnown waitress
four cbilq:en.

gory ?ec-( Rock
Barbara - ‘Rush.
asked Maurcen
shout the departure of
w:;ba-iv, she was - guire
“There’s 10
wer!d we b2
wuiss HWim. Some of us didimot Groxu var

vays agree’ with him, ‘but ave ‘m Lordw
found. . him. perfectlv
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staff,
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IRISH CABARET
Another: important ma
mentioned- by Mr. Kens
was the lack of suitable
tainment facilities. These
seriously lacking in Lim
and because of this fact a
high proportion of their tof
E dyed only one night ig
ty in fact, it could be
stated Ynat the figure would
reach 08%, What was
urgently needed to hold
tourists was something Iri
the way of entertainmen:
Vigitors did not want
to a cinema’ or a dance.
were forms of eéntertain
that they could have in
own countries. ‘He believed
Irish cabaret, featuring
and song of the Ireland
and present. was the ahswer
and he would like to see it
lavnched in Limerfek Tin
.for the coming tourist' season.
It would mean much morg
many people realised” and
certainly help to hold
visitors' for. much -longer
just one nighi ‘He ha
doubt that the would
big future for tourism in
rick in. the years -ahead
Limerick  would  have - §
geared to handle it tq
satxsfact:on of the visitor.
LOYAL
Mr. Kenneally told me
he 'will" feel lonely im Id
Limerick and . particuiar
parting with such .an exg
taff — a staff who. pl
then' loyal support té ki
ali times. "I am deenly ing
tc them for their trlbute :
told me yesterday, ““and
always remember “fhem
have always been g Very
family heére in Cruisd's.
every member of the sta!
sonally and .their progres
welfare have always be¢]
caoncern, As I have said, |
be very, sorry to leave
but I have.the censolaii
‘knowing that thgir j
assured and will hot be|i
fered with. . I wo#kld als
to say that the general
in Limerick have always|
very kind to me and
glven me . wonderful sy
down through the years.”
It was good to héar fro
 Keénneally that he is very
‘tthet such an entetprising
pany is taking over Cr
*The board members are
and progressive, (with a|
substantial capital. They 1
to. take up where. I hav
off, without delay, and will con~
tinue to expand and dg i
.the. hotel” ' Mr. Keénneall]
that the chairman of the
r. Gerard Browne, woy
‘much for the hotel an
Limerick also,
LIMERICK ASSOCIATIO
- Mr. Browne's wife Has|Lim
rick assoc:agmns and ‘is
anxious to.. visit  Limerif]
find out if she has any re
still in the area..Ancther| miem-~
‘ber of ‘the Board, Mr, B, I»
Byndon Ayres, has famil]
nections in Cork ‘while

Lord Mentagu and Lady|
tagu, ‘also directors of
‘company, visited' Limeri
‘cently” and stayed at C:
‘they ‘were greatly impr
by  the  hotel and the =i
general. Other members
New Board are Messrs.
ils, J. R, Ekins and A. £
quhar, | N

One “of the most’ un
features to be seen just|i
itne entrance. of the -famous
lhotel is the Fountain ot
iy, This is quite. a distjnctive
Iountam ‘whieh was bpit im

1sol winen the custom of throw-
g coms inte it was |estab-

lisned fo -aid local charites.

up to date over £1,000 has been
co.dected. . . . a .most viluabie
contribytion to| the worghwhile
eorts-OX numerous - locai or- |
gamsations. b
diuoonG THE STAYE
During the course of m
to-Crulse’s, I had the p
of 'meeting Mrs. Mary
who nas been, twelve yeal
tne hotel' as” manageress)
lhang. ‘has seen -‘many cof
‘in the hotel business b
greatest has been.the tr
vus_inkrease in the voiy
trade . . . and the conti
growth @w¥r receént years.
in Co Roscommon,
Hand jas educated in ty
etto l.ege, Dublin, s&nd
eight years in the Civil' §
attached to the Dept. of
try and Commerce,
marriage to Mr. Walter
ah engineer with the
ghe came to ILimerick
joined the ~staff of Criise’s
where she remains to-dgly, still

very much a part of thg inter-
nationally famous hotel.
" Another well known person-

ality on the staff of Crujse's is
Head Chef Brian :
whose home is at 17 Langdowze |

Gardens, _ Married, with = {wo
children, Brz:m s wife ]
merly

ihovrs. - Av matters were, the

1'hese rowate every monih and i
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1S-ONLY ONE GYE. With

fast. Better buy some more fo- day.

‘It’s irue. THERE are many savoury crackers. THERE?
“its distinctive flavour it
goes with anything. One thing is certain, Gye goes

i
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