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LIMERICK’S NEW LOOK

_cicl, which this year celebrates the 300th anniversary of its Treaty, has an unenviable reputation in the rest of Ireland. Is it really as bad
as they say? Today and for the next three days, Irish Times writers assess the city and its people.

Ditching the £
image of
Stab City

John Waters finds a new spirit of glasnost in Limerick, a
widespread acceptance that if the public perception of
the city is to be addressed, it must first of all be
acknowledged. Jack McManus took the photographs
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“City of beautifl churches — the Limerick Confraternity had  But, says O'Shannon, Limerick
Cﬂﬂf"ﬂ .iﬁll;rﬂ i an all-time high mmbmh?p of has changed for the better
f 5 “Peaple may take the piss out of

E‘igi of pubs and lowly 7%
ires

City of gossips that tell what
re told,
City of youth thar just wails
fo grow old."

Sl:lI WENT the first stanza
of an  unsi ;
written on the back of a
menu found by a waiter in
Limerick’s former Interconti-
nental Hotel (now Jury's) in
1970. Tt is quoted in the
official ' souvenir thook of
Limerick Treaty - 1991.

mh kas been: Limerick's 'irrnar
Fuat i1 in the eyes O
[elt]3 Hﬁal m who i recent
years have begun to address the
problem have incorporated into
their propaganda this and other
elements of the city's. previousty
Fow e estecm, Creating
veritable culture of sclf - depreca-
tion. There is & new spiril of
in  Limerick, & wide
spread  acceptance that if the
public perception of the city as a
not entirely. godforsaken kip is to
be addressed. it must first of all
be scknowledged,
This makes the visiling journa-
list’s task just o lule Jess hazard-
ous

Limerick alto has & masty, and
not  unrelated, history ant-
Semitism, Many of the Limenck
Jewish community meved 1o Cork
in 1884 following & series of
hostile ncidens. In 1904, the
director of the Holy Family Con-
fraternity, Fr Creagh, told his
congrégation that the Jews were
“a - curse to Limerick''. He
pecused  the lews of improper
business methods, of “shedding
Christian blood™ and of plotting
to kidnap Christian children.

“T{ 1. have the means of driving
them out [ shall have acocom-

ishved ome thing in my
ife,” he told his am:m:f:d flock.
There  followed  the I.imr.rl'ﬂ'f
pogrom, &N cconamic boyoon o
the Limerick Jewish commumity,
which lasted for two years. At the
end of the last eentury there were
130 Jews living in Limerick; 100

fater there are jusl twio,

All of this has helped to make
Limerick something of a puzzle
among Irish cities. A mulitan
labour tradition, combined with-a
religions fervour unparalicled
. has created o social
eocktail which serves 10 scare ol
outsiders of almost every hue.
This has created all soris of odd
historical contradictions, fuch .as
the support by leaders. of the
Limerick labour movement [for
Franco during the Spanish Civil
War,

In recent years, Limerick has
been dogged by social problems
and an wonsightly 1y centre
Theou t the I‘Ih
E:rti ar, the principal streets

came fun dowm, ‘with an arrs
of gaping hobes and derelict build-
ings. Around this period, oo, the
city spawped two pitant
glmﬁ::m Moyross and South Hill,
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and "10s in

Treaty 300, Bag ot has instilled a
helluva ot of pride in’ Limernick
people.”

Anather who shares this view i
local Labour politician,  Jim
Kemmy — in the words of Cathal
O'Shannon, “the accepiable face
of Limerick™, Kemmy has. long
led the struggle against the forces
of darkness 1n his native city. The
fact that his political position is
pow nigh unassailable is gencrally

rded as the most eloguent
that much of thiz darkness
been beft in the past.

Kemmy himself, however, i
miore circumspect, pointing to the
continuing falure of the cty 0
come [0 lerma with ifs growing
population of travellers as eve-
dence that all B fo MEAns as
rody mE Gne mi be led 10
behieve. While the Treaty 300
celehrations  gather momentum,
residents in the Casticroy area off
the Dublin road are embroled in
an escalating comiroversy gver a

for a E350) halting,

ste. “These are issues behind the

scenes,” says Kemmy. “And

we'te making a very bad job of
handling them.” i

Jim Kemmy is publisher and

editor of a twice-yearly historical
The  Ofd - Limerick
Journal, which & credited with
much 1o the cily’s
recent awakening to its own cul-
ture and histoey.

Kemmy is af once Limerick's
ficreest -critic. and  its. staunchest
defender; but & anxious that the
Treaty, 300 nob be an excuse once

r over the cracks of
ny evaluation of the
past or preseni, he says, must
embrace the bad ms well as the
— and not just in Limerick,
mmy secs his native cily as
in micTocosm

provincialism,
xenophobia

mindedness which did 5o much 1o 'This often happens when scream with anger and bitterness.
as le get independence. Free- W ghould always be angry in
many ways life in Limerick dom and liberty are NEVEr and-  this country aboul poverty and
di ; L injustice, and they were the pro-
Britich left, use a lot of the ment of triumphatism, which gucts of those forces. Buta lot of
sons of the wealthy clder genera- masquerades as culture, in which (he things which are regarded as
tign simply continued on into the pe with views other than your  ypigue 1o Limerick also surfaced
piolessions, and the statas quo oOwn are not tolerated or inles jn other parts of Ireland, although
nol in the cxlreme way

sh.a[iu: the country 85 a whole,
tin

didn't cha much when the Iysed, There's also often an cle-

erpetuated dtself. The city grated. rh
];n:urn: very  introverted amrl “In this and other respecis. ﬁ:wyaﬁ-ﬁ here in Limerick,"
lacked szell-conhdence. ople Limerick i3 a_ microcosm ol

didn't care very much for the Ircland. This culture blotted  oal Limerick as metaphor for
: ' all dissent. The Church was all- Ireland, says Kemmy, continues
to hold true. “We're still in a
the political parties were incffec- mess. Limerick i still a micro-
tofists; which pave a kind of all- tual and cut off. We did some COSm of the couniry as a whole,
embmcing - fellow-feeling, but in terrible things in the name of Having gone down the free-irade
other ways was narrow and limit-  religion ithes — things moad, we haven't becn able 1o
ing. that, looking back, make you generate encugh enterprise. fo

warld outside:
“The working class came under

powerful, the press afraid, and
the influence of the  Rede

—

The biggest challenge, many agree, is to convince the
locals that Limerick, for all its problems, really is as
good as anywhere else

As good as anywhere

IT HAS to be saidd thal th i & Limerickmon beaves Lime- They polnt to the city's thriv.
ﬁtﬁphﬂmmﬂ likely 10 wrj: rl:-:, be's gone. Out of sight ot Ing arts scene, the Beiltable, the

Jim Kemmy . . . .uxﬁuunthnlheTre:h'mhnﬂmduucxmnmnﬁlnlnmmrm cracks of the past.

create employment for our Young
people. .

Bul, tays Kemmy, Limerick. is
changing; its conlinued poor
image i3 now less than fair.
"Every town has pood and bad.
We're all products of our heritage
and Background. Peaple coptinue
to think of Limemck as an outpoest
of backwardness and provincials
ism, and ihat is unfakc, T think, 1
have no difficulty Iihn%hain Lime-
pick a1 all. That's not chauvinism

u must make the Best of vour
E?: wherever you go. A lot of the
city's poOT image i PECENt years
came aboul because of the usage
of catchphrase shorthand journal-
ese 1o deal with some of the
social problems that were happen-
ing hers."

imerick s also known
pationally for the owtspokenly con-
servative public statemenis. of 1ks
archbishop, Dr Jeremiah  New-
man. Jim Kemmy, who has en-
Eﬂ.gl:d. in public coptroversies with

f MNewman of ABUMErous
oocasians, says- that he continocs
to have a | personal relation-
ship with :ﬁﬁnn:hl:dshnp.

“He has s good mind, he's
well-read and i well intenisoned
But he likes controvemsy. as ekl
I wish he'd let the mlgjn by,
You can'l kesp the [oods o



Civic Trust founder Denls
Leonard ... A Ehuumphy
bult on sell help.

i the Treaty 300 yearbook
ms0, for example, the chairman of
ghe 1991 celebrations committes,
Cathal O'Shannon, describes how
he, a Dubliner, first encountered
the city in the 1%40s and 'S0s. It
was, he says, "n light - assed sort
of ‘place, where the natives could
be  distinetly wnfriendly to oul-
siders.'" (Shannon neatly
summarises the intpression of the
moderately uninformed oulsider,
af Limerick as *'a &y of prest -
ridden  hypocrites, cating lumps
out of the altar-rails at
Redemptorist sodalities,
crawthumping  for  Christ  while
finding a little time for Jew-
baiting on the sde.'”

Limerick was historically a city
of merchant princes. and.  ther
economic  subjects. Both a port
and market fown, 5 principal
industries were related to farming
— bacon curing, flour, cheese,
clathing, condensed milk. The
refationship between the working
and employer classes was always
an uneasy and uneven one, lead-
ing to a long history of industrial
mE&g:mul:lm. R R

£ a rt, Lamencs  mesat-
nhly'_?ﬁﬁﬂaﬁln guota of drinking.
fighting and prostilution, and re
resenied: a ripe picking ground for
the various religiogs orders which
set up there following Catholic
Emancipation in the [ate 1800s.
Foremost among these were (he
Jesujts and ‘the Redemptonsts,
who  appointed themselves o
cater respectively for the spiritual
welfare of the middle and: working
classes of the city.

The Jesuits turned out the sons
of the merchant princes for places
in" the ruling and - professional
cliss=s, while the Redempitorisis,
using the crude, bul effective
instrument of the confraternity,
kept the workers in check. The
Holy Family Confraternity, above
all else, gave Limerick its reputa-
tion ms “nothing but a city of
churches and picty upon peety.”

The confrafernity, with its
headquarters at Mount 5L
Al us Church, was' run on

ilitary lines. There was a boys®
division which met once a week
and 8 men's division which met
on Mondays, Tucsdays and Wed-
nesdays. A confralemity ix a
variation on the sodality, &n asso-
ciation of the faithful which
comes together to pray and par-
take in  ceremonies’ such as
rosarics” and benediction.

Bui 'in Limen<k it was much,
msch more than this. There were
prefects,  badges of  office amd
sanctions for non = attendance of
lack of due reverence. Attendonce
was compubiory, and  excuses
were cross’- checked by the pre-
fects or the director. In IEI:B.
immediately prior o the seimng
up of the Limerick Soviet — the
first soviel owtside of the LISSH

authority houses, an either side of
town, th of which became
notorigus  sources of crimes,
violepce and sosial alicnateon.
Bath gilates have
unemployment-levels in excess of
B0 per cent, and are undoubiedly
high among the blackspots of
Europe in this regard, After a3
series of notorious incidents in
the E{IL_!n the late 705 and carly
*fs, Limernick camed itsell  the
name of Stab City. This perception
fed back imto ithe aiy's omm-
scioudness, leading to further apa-

thy and decay.

I]ﬂi: indifference  became 50
acute that at ope point in the "Ts
il wad to run & ring rosd
th the  city’s most  historic
location, King John's Castle,
which dates from 1200 AD
Within the decade, however,
sericus strides have been made o

restore the city centre, first
through the efforts of Shannon
Deve ni, and lafterly through

the work of the Limenck Civic
Trust, the first body of its kind t0
be 3=t up in this country,

The Civic Trust to date has

helped 1o complete in the region
af 50 renewal projects in the &y,
n.; a mtajram-t al El rﬂﬁuﬂ. l‘.‘wher
the I bew years, t Ll has
lymﬁ’fﬁ derelict  buildings and
giles, many the property of abien-
tee landlords, for repewal and
restoration. It has worked (n
concert with Limerick Corpora-
tion, has engaged in its own
fundraising activities and has
creatéd avenues through the
bureaucratic jungle which usuaily
causes  such imitiatives o b

e result, says Civic Trust
founder, local man Denis
Leonard, i an upsarge in com-
munity Egjrit anid awareness.

The pe Trust idea was bor-
rowed and adapted by Mr
Leonard from a model which had
been successfully applied in seve-

ral  British cities. He became
involved  about 10 years ago,
when a wis mooded 1o

decentralise some 1,400 cvil ser-
vanis from Dublin to the Limerick
r;.fjm. Such was the level of
reluctance among the owl ser-
vants that it began to occur o
Limerick that something needed
to be done about its image prob-

lemn.

Limerick [mage Committes was
formed, from which later devel-
oped the Limerick Civic Trust,

The: Civic Trust phd ¥,
ui? Denls Leopard 3 b on
self-help. Their biggest obstacle
was the lack of a coberent local
feadership to ¢o-ordinate  the
warious  initiatives, -Cihers, while

ing fuliome tribute 1o the
efforts of Denis Leonard, say-that
his fellow-citizens could do much
more to help than is yet the casc.

Mot the money has not
been  Limerick money,”” says
Cathal O*Shannon, “And much of
the cffori has come from the
blow-ins, In the t five years,
thanks mainly ‘to Depis Leonard,
there's been o realisation that this
can be o good-looking city. But
thai was long overdue. Limerick
mq,ﬂmmd}n"ﬁ'ﬂs.'ﬂh
and T8, was & ' sell-senang,
inward-looking, unadveniurous,
self-satisfied sel-up. It took 2 lod
to shake them out of lcthargy.
Much of the problem was sheer
greed: the le who owned the
sites and buildings around the iy

centre. They let it become like 2 |

bomb-damaged  lot, sure in- the
Enn.w]gd that, come beliter
times, they would be able o

make a bt of money out of it.”

Lathal O 'Sharnnon . .
trying hardest to turn th

|}
. “It’s the blow-ins, mostly, who are

e city's poor image inside out.™

for whatever reason, [o
seitle - there.

#Limerick people don't talk
to you,”" smys onc jongthme
who prefers o restiadn
aponymaouns. ‘'They confront

with words., You think
these people are antagomistic,
hut they're not. It's just their
way. Part of whal they have 1o
how io handie their

i

zlhrmi Ingy QD L GiT aes mdﬁtﬂm e .-.d ..... BT - e -
way." L tude now: £ have 1o survive,
As Cathal ('Shannon thet oll life ks pat pecessarily | Owr nld-[aﬁfﬁcd role of being
out, i's the blow-ins, mestly,  elsewhbere. The biggest chal | paternal i po use anymote. That
wha are trylng hardest (o turn  lenge, many agree, |8 to con- | concept is outdated: we can't ruke
the clty"s poor image inside cut,  vince the locsls that Limerick, | peaple’s mindd anymore. We
The late O'Malley, widow  for all lis probiems, really o 88 | peed to leamn tolerance. The day
of the former cducation minls-  good & anywhere else. of Big Brother is-over, There's a
P Mﬁd used to say thal Some, however, while | family planning clinic in Limerick
Limerick all the disadvan- scknowledging the improve- | gince 1975, and nobody fakes »
tages of (he small town, and  menis, polnl to the vast amount | blind bit of notice it. That
none of the sdvantages of the to be made in er, which bahops once had,
chty, bt uu:‘r of the youmger  Unra Limerick’s vast slipped away.
Inhabitants modern Lime.  estry of social despair. 1l “There's a drift opened up, a
rick, some of whom moved  ciiy’s facelift sn't just to be an | popalignment, between the peaple
there from the capital, mow  cxercise in window dressing, | and 1_].‘%.-.“ power structures. There
Insist that It's the other way they say, mnrml‘lﬂﬂ? is a great need for alternatives in
shout. needs to be dome @ prob- | society, 5o as to give people the
At the momenl,” says one,  bems like the traveliers, and the o;?xrr:unity o cxpress their true
“jt’s just a lctle on the small  vast welfare ghetloes on the | gelves, We need (o involve people
gide to be anomymous o, but fringes of the cty. more and more in our sociely 1?-'r:
that isn't by any means ubw In general, though, the must all, in Limerick and else-
a disadvantage.” Most v-mﬁ: posis ks positive.. Limeric where, look at what we have
sgree that buoilding the unlver- talk among themselves | gdope in the past, and at the
sity several miles out, on the  mboul someone — a native son robdems we have as o resuli.
outskirts of the wcity, wis & of sofse Hﬂml'ﬂ."—“ the name J}m“ are there to haunt us, and
major mistake, but neverthe-  of *"Dickbe Harris. This chap, | all of us must be indicted for it
beas, the city st night Is an alive  they aver, has “‘cleaned up Bis | It's pot just a problem for Lime-
place, The city centre pubs are act and made a comeback™ In | pick. It's not just a problem lor
thronged, even mid-week, with  his own line of work. And his | the povernment. It's all our prob-
the workers from the city's  oative city is trying bard fo | jem™
offices and factories. follow his example. TOMORROW

Women of Limerick

Charles Roe, Welder.

1'm invelved inraiming wealders, from bosics, in ol
manner of welding,

Y That means that under ona fooal, | have'to have the
necessary equipment for everything from MG walding 1o
plastic welding. And that's o lob of equipment: torches,
wiraleads, Huxes, fillers and soon. Mot fe menhion goses,
from Oxygen to 0 and. F falishiald, ro Argon ond
Aeaiviana;

I'm training individuals: wha moy never hove held o
rarch in their lives, and teaching them a complicoted and
J_.‘:re_'_h-::is.e procass.

TAKE IT FROM US.
WE UNITE
THE TOUGHER ELEMENTS.

“Me therefore need perfection. Claan, well maintained
aequipment; ond pure goses,

“irish Industrial Goses supply cll the needs. They howe
donea far years. They also provide service and educational
facilities. For example, iFwe hove a problem, o it thera's a
naw gas available, G ore only too happy to corme in and
bring us up to dote,”

the human element

Iriah Industrial Gasas P B ST Bhuanas, Dupin 13 T 08511084 Cor (001-5036H
Lieriariich {05 -4, W icmrarny D500 & Ao (PEE-75 1 D0
EF Lt TP R AT G e




he.; c_iquarters at

vic® Trust founder
Imnard AEter
' hl.'ult on self help.

“an thf:. TI'EEI}.F 300 }reaﬂ;m}k

- auso, for example, the chairman :}f :

the’ 1991 celebrations committee,

- Cathal O’Shannon, describes how -
he, a. Dubliner, first encountered’

the city in the 1940s and '50s. Tt
was, he says, “‘a tight'- assed sort

- of iplace, . whera the natives could

“be dlst_:nctly unfriendly to out-
siders.’” ~O’Shannon neatly

summarises the impression of the -

~ ofrLimerick as “a city: of pl'l.EEt+

ridden h ites, eating- lurq
out of "the altar -rails
Redemptorist
crawﬂmmpmg for Christ - while
finding. a little time  for JEW -
: haﬂmg cm ‘the side.”

Limerick was historically -a c:ty-

of . merchant princes and their

economic subjects. Bnth a rt
el £ -¢created avenues

bureaucratic jungle which usually !

and market town, principal
industries were ralatf:d to ‘farming

.— bacon " curing, flour, cheese,

‘clothing, condensed ‘milk. The

relationship between the working

and employer classes was always

an uneasy and uneven one, lead-
ing to a long history of mdustnal :

confrontation.
Being a

ably fulﬁlle

- fighting and prestitution, and rep-

. resented a ripe picking ground for

ort, Limerick lnevit-

the various religious orders which
ollowing Catholic'

set up there

“Emancipation. in the late 1800s,
Foremost among

Jesuits " and the
who - -appointed

Rede
themse

classes of the aty.

The Jesuits turned out the sons
of the merchant princes for places
in< the ruling and professional
classes, wh:tle.: the - Rede mptunsts
using the ‘crude, but "effective

instrument of ‘the confraternity, 53
kept the workers in check. The

‘Holy Family Confraternity, above
all else, gave Limerick its reputa-
tion as’ “nothing but a 'city ﬂf
churches and piety upon piety."”
The confraternity,” with its
Mount St.
Eﬂnsus Church, was run on
tary lines. There was a boys’
dms;an which met once a week
1 and’a men’s division which met
on Mnndays Tuesdays and Wed-
nesdays. A confraternity is a
variation on the sodality, an asso-
ciation of the faithful
‘comes together to pray and par-
take, in ceremonies
rosaries and benediction.
But in ‘Limerick it was much,
much more than this. There were

prefects, badges of office and

sanctions for non - attendance or

lack of due reverence. Attendance. .

was compulsory, and excuses
were. cross - checked by the pre-
fects or the director. In 1918,

immediatel{ prior to the _setting::
1

. up of the Limerick Soviet — the
first soviet outside of the USSR

“*fown,’

- hi

i the ci
780,

philosophy -
-7 it was'

- Deve
the ‘work of the Limerick Civic .
Trust, the first body of its. kmd to
. be set up in'this country. w0
4 'II'th Civic', Ti*ust to ﬂ_flate has "'
. < helped to complete in the region
. moderately uninformed outsider, = ok 50, reaewal Ern ccts in’ the E;t}r

' at a total cost of £1 ‘million. Over

sndalltles,'

founder, .

its quota of drinking,’

these “were  the
ptorists, . .'
elves  to
cater respectively for the’spiritual -
welfare of the middle and wc-rkmg

‘Cathal G’Shanncn. “An

WHiEn “can be-a good-looking city.

such -as -that was long overdue. Limerick

..... 4}5 An u_hlru'ub1 Rlid uulﬂl S LW {1 U-l-_"

oth “of'. which - bf:camef'r
< notorious sources of , crimes,
' violence and social alienation.

Both estates. ha';_u:

incidents-

fed “back. into -

unemployment-levels in excess of -
- 80 per cent, and are undoubtedly .

glgc among the ' blackspots of |
.. Europe "in this - regard. After a
-~ series of notorious
in the late *70s and aarl;.r-
imerick ‘earned ' itself. the
- name of Stab City.This rccptiﬂn &
; the cty’s con-. .
| . sciousness,’ leadmg to further apa-
woa thyand decay,
Denis

Civic "indifference became 'so '.
acute that at one point in the '70s -

location, King John’s
which . dates frnm

Castle,

serious strides have been made to
restore ' the ‘city centre, first
throu

opment, and latterly throu

the past few years, the trust has
targeted. derelict buildings and

. sites, many the property oif absen-
tee landlnrds,-

for renewal and

restoration. It has worked in

concert with I_.lmn:nck E‘urpﬂra-]

tion, has engaged in its own
fundraising « activities and has
through - the

causes such

stymied.
The result,

initiatives to be
says Civic Trust
local ‘man’ Denis
Leonard, is an upsurge in com-
mumt}r Cpmt and awareness.

vic Trust idea was’ bor-

mwr:d and adapted by Mr

“Leonard from a model which had

been successfully applied in seve- |
ral 'British cities. He

when a proposal was mooted to
decentralise some 1,400 civil ser-
vants from Dublin to the Limerick

ion.  Such was. the

to be done about its. xmagﬂ prob-
lem.

Limerick Imagc Committee was
formed, from which later devel-

‘oped the Limerick Civic Trust.
The. Civic = Trust - philo Jhy,-

s Denis Leonard is:bas
S€ f—hclp

leadership to co-ordinate the

various initiatives. Others, while.
‘paying fulsome tribute

ta" the
eftorts of Denis Leonard, say that
his fellow-citizens could do much
more to help than .is yet the case.

“Most of the money has not
been' Limerick ™ money,’” says
. ‘much of
the effori has come from the
blow-ins. In the % ast five years,
thanks mainly to -Denis Leonard,
there’s been a realisation that this

But

society, as was in' the '50s, '60s
and ’'70s, was a ‘self-serving,
inward-looking, -unadventurous,
self-satisfied set-up. It took a lot
to shake them out of lethargy.
Much of the problem was sheer
greed: the people who owned the
sites and buildings around the city
centre. They le:t it become like a
bomb-damaged lot, sure in the
kn-:rwie:d e that, come better
times, they would be able to
make a lot of money out of it.”
|

L

-the :efforts  of WShannnn. ;

became
~involved about 10 years ago,

level of

eluctance - 'among ‘the civil ser- |
vants that it began to occur to !
“Limerick that something ' needed

Their biggest: ‘obstacle :
was the lack of a coherent.local

roposed to run a ring road -
: thrqug ‘the city’s most - l'nsznnc.'

1200 - AD.. .
Within the past decade, however,



