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Limerick
staffing, and on fundraising to support costs.

Another facility focated on the Dock Road is the
Limerick Marine Search and Rescue. The 21 year-old
service that is ran entirely by volunteers buiit tie 20
x 15 meter facility in 1995.

Limerick Marine Search and Rescue works in con-
junction with the Irish Coast Guard and usually
patrols the area from the Shannon Bridge down to
port at Foynes.

From private donations and focal fundraising the
23 member volunteer force runs the rescue service
which includes a river rescue boat, a sea-going res-
cue boat, a special built dive truck, a rescue swim-
mers truck and a pick-up truck for transporting boats.

According to a co-founding member of the group,
jimmy Connors the traffic levels on the road have
sieadily increased since opening the building mak-

Marine Search and Rescue Centre relies entirely on volunteers for training and 24/7

ing it difficult at times for the volunteers that run the
service to get-toithe site. There is however a slipway
for launching boats from, just 270 meters directly
behind the facility. But on occasion the rescuers have
had to face the traffic to use the Dock Road in order
to get to St. Michael’s to launch a boat.

On average fthe Limerick Marine Search and
Rescue perform around 40 rescues & year. Some
could take fivnﬂninutes others can go on for weeks
on end explaingd Connors. Hopes are fo extend the
existing building to include the paved courtyard in
the back within the next five years so that all the
equipment can be stored under one roof.

The building | already contains a radio room, a
three-bed dorm room, a small meeting room, an en-
suite kitchen, and a garage area.
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Blackberry Park is host to a combination of retail and services,

‘took place in 1938. -
By the early 1950
-however, the rising -

‘cement  called*
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CastlePark Motors on the Dock Road is main dealer locally for Citroen cars and LCVs; showrooms are superb.
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nt, fuelling construction
benefits in terms of fuel effi-
ciency over the older wet
process kilns, which were taken
out of service

Today, limerick Works . sup-
plies ‘the market in southem
and western parts of the coun-
try and also serves export mar-
kets when required. Operated
by Irish Cement, the works are
one .of two main worksites in

“the country the other being at
Platin, near Drogheda.

Production is sef to remain at
the works as the site continues
to ‘maintain the high standards
seen in recent years.

_incressed- annual capadity o
725,000 tonnes from five wet
‘process kilns. -

It was not: until 1980 that
. forecasts of further growth in -
- construction activity indicated
' al devel-

_tonnes was completed in early

1983. The introduction of the
newer dry process- at Limerick
provided

original small single
wet process - kiln

73

demand for -

for expansion
and the years
that  followed
‘saw an  almost
continoous
series of proj-
ects, which by
1965  had

Galiee D
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Full Range of Coals,
Smokeless Coals,
Anthracite, Ovoids, Nuggets & Gas

Greenheat Woodpeilets
& Woodbriquettes
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