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New owner tells of plans for
Kate O’Brien’s ancestral home

by Marie Hobbins

SINCE exclusively revealed by the Limerick Post
that a “mystery purchaser” had made a successful
bid for the ancestral home of author Kate O'Brien,
there has been much speculation as to his plans
for the Mulgrave Street property.

Last Friday, this reporter confirmed the
development to Mayor Jim Long, just hours before
he was to officiate at the opening of the Kate
O’Brien Weekend-in the Belltable Arts Centre.

The well known County Limerick businessman
and horse breeder specifically requested to the
Limerick Post that his name not be revealed “just
yet”.

He disclosed that his decision to purchase was
only recently taken.

“| had no prior plans to acquire it - | was passing

by one day not so long ago and saw the for sale -

sign and just then began to give it some thought,”
he said.” _

In the company of the conservation architect,
Tom Quinlan, the new owner will undertake
restoration of the property, which is a protected
structure.

Having fallen into dereliction in recent years, the
house,. which city. councillors_have, for the past

_makeover.

number of years been urging Limerick
City Council to acquire for the city,
recently received an exterior surface

Emphatic that he has “absolutely no
intention of converting it into bed-
sits,” the new owner says: .

“I am currently exploring ideas but
you can rest assured it will benefit the
city and community culturally.

“I'm looking at perhaps a
combination of a writer’s museum and
maybe a presence from the University
of Limerick School of Architecture -
those are just two ideas at the
moment.

“Reconstruction work to the
property’s railings and all brick work,
will be carried out by local craftsmen.
The overall restoration work will take
about a year”.

A surprise find in the house was the
discovery of school books from Laurel
Hill, which Kate O’Brien attended.
Also found were a pair of tennis shoes
and a collection of Irish Silver.

The property, which was acquired by
the O'Brien family in the 1700s on
Mulgrave Street, then called the
Gallows Green Road (there was a
gallows on the Fair Green nearby
where pubic hangings were carried
out, for centuries). -

The gallows was removed in the
1950s, or perhaps earlier.

‘’'m looking at perhaps a combination of a writer’s museum and
maybe a presence from the University of Limerick School of
Architecture - those are just two ideas at the moment...

The writer's ancestors supplied
armies with horses for troopers and
found favour with the Czars who
required a certain type of horse for
the Russian Imperial Army.

The new owner told this reporter
that it is on record that in their
dealings with. land owners. in
Ballysimon and Park, whose fand they

frequently used to graze the horses,
“gveryone was paid - they were a very
honourable family”.

Welcoming the development, Mayor
Jim Long, who last year attended the
naming of a prominent street in Avila,
Spain, after the Limerick author who
lived there for a number of years,
said he is absolutely delighted that

the new owner has committed to
making the house benefit the people
of Limerick. '

Welcoming the ‘great news,”
Tom Shortt said:

“| admire someone who, out of his
own resources is contributing so
admirably to the city - if it is to be
used as a writer's museum etc, it will

Clir

have great potential for Limerick.

“A city can be defined by its writers
and a writer's museum would attract
visitors who appreciate good literature
- this new owner deserves support - |
admire his fantastic. generosity and
vision and | hope the city’s institutions
buy into the opportunity hie has gifted

Limerick gears

THE former President of the University of Limerick,
Dr Ed Walsh, will lead the 40th St Patrick’s Day
Parade as Grand Marshal.

He said he was deeply honoured to have been
chosen.

Deputy Mayor, Cilr. Tom Shortt, said Dr. Walsh is
a fitting Grand Marshal.

“t was his vision and foresight that led the
charge to develop the University of Limerick 40
years ago”.

The Limerick St. Patrick’s Day Parade regularly
attracts more than 70,000 spectators on to the
streets.

or St Patrick’s Day festival

Attendmg the event

were, Laura Ryan

and Orla Q’Halloran.
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The theme is: “The Worid in
Union,” - which will celebrate
Limerick’s huge community base,
its ethnicity, diversity and the fact
that St. Patrick’s Day is now truly
a global phenomenon.

The Limerick Military Entry will
be led by the Colour Party down
the traditional route of O’Connell

Street past the Review Stand to

Merchant’s Quay; Ireland’s largest
tricolour will be carried by
students from Villiers . School,
2012 Flag Ambassadors.
Highlights will include:

Street entertainment -and
Limerick's - talented arts and
community groups. showcasing
their talents with brightly cotoured
floats.

Meanwhile, on Sunday, March
18, 21 bands from ireland, the
USA and Europe will compete 1o
be crowned Overall Parade
Champion. 13,000 musicians
are expected to  participate, in
what should prove to be a
marvellous day's entertainment.

*Further details next week’s
edition
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