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FORD

SPECIAL VALUE
SPECIAL QUALITY

3910 SPECIAL

Just look at these specifications —

®© 50Horse Power(B.S.) e Excellentground speeds—
19.6 M.P.H. Ideal for transport operations.

® In-board wet disc brakes—safe with low maintenance.

® Independent PT.O. heavy duty clutch —safe
and easy to operate. ® 8 X 2 transmission
— proven durability giving long life.

® G.R.P. cab-suitable for operation in

confined spaces.

4610 SPECIAL
Just look at these specifications —

| |- =/ b, ® 64 Horse Power (B.S.)
L] /k @ o ® 8 X 2 transmission — floorchange —
- '

= proven durability giving long life.
e o GR.P cab—suigﬁ opir
¢ confined spaces.
® In-board wet disc brakes — safe with
~  low maintenance.
Pt @ Independent PT.O. heavy duty clutch
fuice, safe and easy to operate.

e for operation in
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In today’s world of escalating costs Ford'’s Special tractors give the Irish Farmer outstanding value for money.

TWO TRACTORS—ONE HIGH STANDARD

See your Ford Iractor Main Dealer today about the 3910 and
4610 Specials: They’re more than just Good Tractors.
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EDITORIAL COMMENT
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CHANGING TIMES

T is hardly surprising in an organisation as male few have also attended the Annual Congress. Moreover,

orientated asthe G.A.A. thatnone of the candidatesfor  at least one lady has acted as a County Board P.R.O.
the up-coming election for the position of President-Elect The G.A.A. has benefited from thisnew dimension. The [

is a woman. It would appear, too, that we will stillhave a only pity is that so far, the influx of the ladies to the roles

long wait before a lady will prove a serious contender for of officers has not been all that marked.
the position. Surely the time has come for the G.A.A. to strive to

This is not to say that the G.A.A. is opposed to the  encourage more and more women to interest themselves

principle of the fair sex playing a prominent part in the  in running the organisation at all levels? Here is a vast R S
-dministrative side of affairs. Rather isit areflectionofa  potential for the good of the Association; a potentialthat §
way of life and a general approach that has proved the i encouraged more strongly than in the past could yield a 2

norm in Ireland for so long. , real dividend.

But, the times they are a changing! The days when the After all, many clubs these days arebeing hampered by
only tangible way that women worked on behalfof Gaelic a shortage of manpower. It is not uncommon to find the
Games was h}’_Wﬂﬁhi“g jersies and providing and serving same small band of enthusiasts involved in all aspectsofa R
meals at functions have long passed. club from holding down officerships to organising fund S

Outside of sport, we have become fairly accustomed raising promotions and acting as mentors for juvenile and
now to women in positions of importance in business, adult teams. An influx of ladies could help to ease the
politics, the arts and social aft airs. They have also been burdens of the menfolk.
hammering home generally the point that mendonothave Over the past few yearsmore ladies than menhave been
a monopoly of the correct ideas or approaches needed for entering the teaching profession. Happily, some of the
progress in the many and varied fields of life in general. female teachers are turning their attentions to coaching

The same is true in sport. The modern, well-educated  school teams in hurling and football. But are they doingso

. sufficient numbers to offset the diminishing number of

lady — and there are many around at present — canmore
than hold her own with the best of the male side in male teachers, who for the most part were fervent

administrative affairs, and can frequently also set the enthusiasts of our native games and without whose
pace. In some codes outside of Gaelic Games, women dedication the G.A.A. would not be the dominant forceit

have also attained important executive positions in sports now is?”’ |
that cater for men as well as women. If the trend continues, whereby more ladies than men

The changing pattern has also been reflected to some  are taking up the teaching vocation, it would be wise

degree in Gaelic sport. We have had some ladies selected policy, on the Association’s part, to be seen to be
from time to time to the position of club secretary; others encouraging the fair sex to play a more active role in all

have served on committees at club and county level, anda facets of G.A.A. activities.

DONT LET JACK GO!

“Junior Desk’’ is the last one. We appeal to all readersto

EVENTEEN vyear’s ago Galway’s Jack Mahon
cntroduced into this magazine a special exclusive write into Jack to plead with him to reconsider his s
column for young readers’ entitled ““Junior Desk.” decision.
Many present day players and many former players R
grew up with “Junior Desk’’ and one could include many A
~dministrators and officers who have been devotees of the ML
column for years. m '8 | SEtons
The writer has, on many occasions, when talking to S
many of the outstanding players been told that ‘‘Junior

Desk” was the item they turned to first in the magazine.
Now Jack informs us that the current edition of - EDITOR
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Q: Thereis mounting pressure from playersand mentors
for a complete transformation of fixtures vis-a-vis the
Leagues — the general consensus of criticism is levelled at
League games — especially hurling — being played at a
time of the year unsuited to playing conditions, with the
added possibility of injuries to players. How would you
reply to such criticism?

A: A small minority of our officials have been criticising
the playing of National League games in winter for some
time. The reasons given have been two-fold: (1) that the
winter months are unsuitable for hurling, in particular. (2)
that most County teams are idle during most of the late
Spring and early Summer when the weather would be more
suitable for players, officials and spectators alike. The first
point I would like to make is that the National Leagues were
set up as winter competitions to give inter-county teams a
greater spread in the inter-county year. This decision was
taken not a few years ago but as far back as 1925 and the first
National League finals were played in 1926. It isironic that
this criticism of the National Leagues has reached a cres-
cendo in the sixtieth anniversary year of the Competitions.

Q: Why did the findings of the recent Committee, set up
to inquire into a complete overhaul of the fixtures list at

national level, receive such a cold reception?

A: The findings of the Fixtures Work Group were very
widely discussed at every level of the Association, as the find-
ings of the Work Group had been awaited with great interest.
Each County Committee discussed the proposals at length
and decided on their attitude towards each of the proposals.
In so far as the National Leagues were concerned, the argu-
ments against playing the Leagues in conjunction with the
Championship were:

(a) The fixture problems for Counties and Provincial
Councils during the Summer months would be exacer-

bated by adding an extra competition to an already
over-crowded time of year.

TALKS FRANK
TOMMY

(b) The club fixtures within counties would be diminished in
status and the premier competitions for the ordinary
club players, who form the bulk of the Association’s
membership, would be relegated to the Autumn and
Winter time.

(¢) There wouldbealossofrevenue for County Committees
and clubs as aresult of the playing of County Champion-
ships in Winter time.

(d) There would be no major inter-county games for six
months of the year.

The members of the Central Council are members of
County Committees and they had been directed by their
counties as to what their attitude should be towards the pro-
posals. Unfortunately, the Association was severely criti-
cised for not debating the proposals by people who were
unaware of the fact that there had been considerable discus-
sion in each county prior to the meeting of Central Council.

Q: Some will argue that the summer months must be set
aside for domestic county championships. Would youcon-
sider this a valid argument’ or is there a deeper concern,
namely the importance of media coverage given to League
games through the winter months and thereby combating
other winter games from enjoying unrivalled coverage?

A: In my reply to the previous question I have noted that
counties were not in favour of having a very long closed
season and this has also been the majority view of numerous
Congresses whichhave discussed theissue. The G.A.A. hasas
its aim the promotion of its three games and it has tradition-
ally attempted to provide a regular programme of games for
the vast majority of its players. This has always been the
prime purpose and the media publicity — beit good or bad —
is an offshoot, but is not the major objective of the Associa-
tion.

Q: Could another factor be the fear of G.A.A. players

crossing over to soccer or rugby if the G.A.A. had a pro-
longed winter break?
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A: Many G.A.A. players now play a variety of other field
games and there is no objection to this as long as it does not
affect their loyalty towards their club or county. The experi-
ence has been that players who leave to play other codes for a
portion of the year return to the G.A.A. games for the
Championship campaign, which hasaspecial attractiveness.
I am on record, through my Annual Reportinrecent years, as
stating that many G.A.A. units are not strict enough In
insisting on loyalty and commitment from their playing
members and this is not a ‘Ban’ mentality.

Q: Do you see a future for the Compromise Rules games
with the Australians?

A: There is a very exciting future for International games
with the Australians on a long term basis if asmall number of
matters can beironed out: (1) the Australian attitude towards
discipline has to become more stable. (2) The games willneed
to prove more popular to the Australian spectator than they
did in 1986 and (3) the Associations in both countries need to

be prepared to continue to commit their time, people and

resources to the ironing out of small problems which will
inevitably arise. There has been a degree of criticism here in
Ireland of the 1986 series and the criticism has been more
strident than it was in 1984. I can understand how people
would be critical of aspects of the 1986 games — [ was critical
myself in Australia — but 1 cannot understand people who
attack the President and myself personally for our involve-
ment in the venture. The whole exercise was begun asa result
of a2 motion from a club to our Annual Congress and the
motion was passed unanimously. Some people seem to think
that the President and myself had a holiday in Australia, but
the whole tenor of the tour was far removed from a holiday
and we would have had a much easier time athome. However,
I feel that the Association has committed alot of money to the
1984/1986 experiment and it is, I believe necessary to have
a further period of experiment to see if the matters I referred
to at the outset can be put right. If the whole experiment
proves to be asuccess we will have a lot to gainintermsof the

incentive being offered to our top players — and the 1986

experience has shown that such an incentive is not limited to
the successful counties — and the game will inevitably
become much more popular at home as a result. Even if the
experiment should fail, I would claim that the benefits will be
substantial. We have all been shown the value of trying out
playing rules in match conditions and wehave been givenalot
of food for thought with regard to our own rules. In addition,
it has been shown that a small number of changes could make
our own game a much faster and more free flowing spectacle,
if that is what we want to do. But above all else, the experi-
ment has given, and will give us, the opportunity to compare
ourselves against another Association from a playing stan-
dard and administration point of view. I believe that the long
term effects of this exposure to an outside influence could be

substantial.

Q: Apart from all other factors, would the very costly
financial underwriting of future tours not spell doom?

A: If the games in Ireland in 1987 prove to be slightly more
popular with the general public than the games in 1984 we can
underwrite the cost of a tour to Australia in 1988 with a
mixture of sponsorship and profit from the 1987 gate
receipts. On the other hand, gate receipts are not as vital to
the Australians as they have a much larger sponsorship pool
to call on. Therefore, I have no major worry about the costof
tours if the games continue to prove attractive to the general
public.

Q: Another topic currently enjoying much media
attention is the way referees are chosen for major games,
especially the All-Ireland senior finals. How, in fact, are
referees for major games chosen?

A: The referees for all games under the control of the
Central Council (i.e. National Leagues, Railway Cupand All
Ireland Semi-Finals/Finals) are chosen by the Games
Administration Committee. This Committeeservesthesame
three year term as all other central Committees and consists

eOVERLEAF
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of a Chairman appointed by the Uachtaran, one delegate
appointed by each of the four Provincial Councils and one
delegate from each of the Provinces elected by Central
Council. So, in effect, the Committee has two people from
each of the four Provinces, a Chairman and the Secretary (P.
Quigley) who does not have a vote in any of its deliberations.

Q: On the topic of referees being allowed to personally
respond to criticism. Why is the Association so firmly set
against such a proposition?

A: At one time the Association had no policy in this regard
and some referees tended to answer back their critics—from
inside and outside the Association — with the result that the
issue involved had been tried in the mediabefore the disciplin-
ary Committee got a chance to deal with it. Such publicity
was, on occasions, very unfair to players involved in such
incidents and the Association decided that neither side to a
game i.e. the administrators/team officials or the referee
could talk out of turn until the report of the referee was dealt
with officially. In recent times the Management Committee
did point out that where a referee is being wronged by public
criticism he could get on to the Association’s P.R.O., evenin
advance of the hearing, and have the matter clarified, but
such action is entirely at the discretion of the P.R.O.

Q: What is your attitudetowards the professional sports
journalists who seem to makea full time career of knocking
the G.A.A.?

A: I have a very high regard for the professional sports
journalists many of whom I have got toknow very well during

my seven years in Croke Park. The G.A.A. is sometimes
accused of being over-sensitive to criticism but my experi-
ence is that we take a lot of criticism and still retain a good
relationship with the journalists involved because we accept
positive criticism and indeed such criticism keepsus all on our
toes and is healthy for us. However, four or five newspaper
columnists in recent years have been consistently critical of
the G.A.A. and its administration in a very belittling and
destructive fashion. I am not sure if these people are carrying
out a deliberate policy on behalf of their newspapers or
whether it is on their owninitiative that they are taking such a
line but the Association has recently decided to take the
matter up with the management of the newspapers
concerned. I want tostress againthat lamnotreferringto the
professional G.A.A. journalists in this regard. I also want to
point out that we do not wish to make too big an issue of such
constant ‘knockers’ because the general public are not as
gullible as to take such constant criticism seriously.

Q: The Association has a full time P.R.O. whose duties
include dealing with the media but at times, when some
controversy arises, the response emanating from Head-
quarters seems to be autocratic, conveying to the man in
the street, impressions of the G.A.A. being hypersensitive.
Obviously the G.A.A. 1sanindependent organisation with
its own inbuilt rules and regulations and consequently is

6

not obliged to explain its every move but, unlike soccer,
rugby or other sporting organisations, the G.A.A.1sapart
of everyday Irish life, reaching into the sporting lives of
90% or 95% of our island’s population. Is there not then, a
greater responsibility resting on the Association to beseen
to be more forthcoming with the general public?

A: First of all, I am surprised that you would consider the
Association to be autocratic or seen to be autocraticin how it
deals with criticism. As I stated earlier, I feel thatwe allow far
more criticism, from within and without, togounchallenged.
The reason why we do this is because, as I stated already, we
are not afraid of a bit of healthy controversy and we are well
used to taking a fair amount of pretty unfair criticism. Infact,
I come under a lot of pressure from people who feel that every
misleading or false statement about us should be challenged
or corrected. What such people donotrealiseisthat weevoke
so much discussion in the media at the height of the game
season that our P.R.O. could be engaged full time indrafting
replies/rebuttals, many of which would not be used by the
media at all.

Where the basic policy of the G.A.A. is being attacked,
however, the Association has aduty todefend itself and thisis
very often what leads to charges of conservatism, illiberalism
or worse. The interesting thing is that our severest critics are
the ones who are most offended if they are themselves
criticised in any way and they always have the power of
changing the subject when an argument is going against

them.
I am not aware of any major issues on which we have not

been forthcoming with the public. Thedifficultyisthatwe are
going to be branded as conservative and outdated unless we
agree with the issues being pushed by a small number of

‘liberals’. .
Q: There have,inrecenttimes, beensome bad, one might

even say outrageous, incidents, both on and off the field,
which have disgraced the good name of the Association.
Granted one could argue thatinrelation tothe hundreds of
matches played every week, the ratio of “*dirty”’ incidents
is not high but unfortunately it’s the few ugly ones that
capture the media headlines. Does this embarrass you and
if so, do you see any way such unwanted news items could
be aborted, possibly by life bans on guilty parties?

A: Discipline, or rather lack of discipline on and off the
field, is our greatest weakness as an Association and it is one
of the weaknesses which should be easiest to eradicate. I do
feel embarassed when serious breaches of discipline occur,
but I feel even more embarrassed when I see responsible
officials, at every level, put up a fight on behalf of the person
or persons guilty of very serious misdemeanours. As you are
aware the trend in recent years has been towards a major
clean up in our games and the abolition of the charge on the
goalkeeper and the ‘third-man’ tackle did a lot to clean up our
games. Hand in-hand with this trend the penalties for
breaches of the disciplinary rules were made lesssevereon the
grounds that referees wouldbe moreinclined to report people

for serious incidents.

‘THERE IS A VERY EXCITING FUTURE FOR INTERNATIONAL GAMES WITH THE AUSTRALIANS !
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While it is true that we now have a very small number of
serious incidents relative to the number of games played, we
could do without the very serious cases of indiscipline which
you are referring to and I hope we will be able to eradicate
them through better use of the full team of m atch officials and
the imposition of stiffer penalties. The imposition of alifeban
would be a very serious step but it may be necessary to
consider it, if the incidence of serious assaults continues.

Q: Everyone admires the great achievements of Kerry’s
footballers over the past decade or so, but does the
continued supremacy of one county concern you in the
long term leading perhaps to apathy in other footballing
counties, especially affecting youngsters who could be
stricken by a virus of despair?

A: T am not in the least concerned by the Kerry domination
of the Football scene as the present Kerry team is an out-
standing team with a marvellous backroom team led by Mick
O’Dwyer. The achievements of this Kerry team will go down
in history and will be a bench mark for comparing all great
teams in the future. Such an exceptional team, in my opinion,
raises the all round standard of the game and encourages
other counties to seek to match them. Success, thankfully,
goes in waves and I would be heartened by the rise of Laois
and Tyrone in recent years. I would also love to see the tradi-
tionally strong neighbouring counties of Louth, Meath and
Cavan coming back to prominence, while Galway and Mayo
are overdue success and bring their own particular style to the
big occasion.

In my experience young people will not despair as long as
there are heroesthat they canliveup to. The great thing about
our games is that despite the statistics whichshow that onlya
relatively small number of counties have arealistic chance of
achieving the ultimate success in any one year, the majority
of the counties approach the Championship each year withan
air of hope and expectation. For some counties the hope may
be only to win the Provincial title, others may be less
ambitious still in hoping for what is euphemistically called “a
good run’, while others still may be hoping to win one game.

I have only dealt with Football in this reply bcause the
question referred to Football, but the position is basically the
same in Hurling although there has not been the same
domination by any one county in recent years.

Q: Up to quite recently the All-Ireland finals were con-
tested on the 1st and 4th Sundays of September —now the
format has been changed to the 1st and 3rd Sundays,
leaving only a fortnight between both finals. Speakingasa
publisher, and I'm quite sure this applies to personnel in
Croke Park in charge of producing the Final Programmes
and those in charge of ticket distribution, the extra week
made a great difference regarding printing deadlines and
trying to be as up to date as possible with coverage con-
tent. Could I ask you why the change was made and is it

irreversible?

A: The change was made because playing the Football final
on the third Sunday in September leaves an extra Sunday
available for counties to complete their inter-clubchampion-
ships, which enable the All-Ireland Club Championship com-
petition to be played off earlier. I would, obviously, be in
complete agreement with you on wishing to go back to the old
system, as the present system requires me to distribute the
Hurling and Football tickets in advance of the Hurling Final
and this year a considerable amount of my time in the week
before the Hurling Final was taken up with queries concern-
ing the Football game. If an extra week was available, I would
certainly be much happier.

Q: Another contentious issue 1s the controversy arising
from the leasing out of Croke Park for popfestivals. Many
people, both inside and outside the Association, find it
difficult to reconcile the staging of pop concerts in Head-
quarters with the avowed aims of the G.A.A., which areto
promote the Irish way of life through out National games,
language and culture. If the reason is simply one of
generating revenue, some will say that the G.A.A. could
earn considerable amounts by leasing out Croke Park for
the playing of major soccer games, backing up their argu-
ments by pointing out that soccer, once seen as a purely
British game, is now the biggest and probably the most
popular international team game, due no doubt to the
massive T.V. coverage of the World Cup tournaments.
How would you reply to such critics?

A: It appears that the G.A.A. cannot win on this issue. As
you are aware the G.A.A. imposed a ban over the years to
protect its members from the influence of the games, music
and dances which were seen as being in competition with
those which itsought to promote. When theban was removed,
the Association decided to adopt a positive attitude iIn
attempting to help and give support to the Irish music, Irish
dance and the Irishlanguage. The former twoitems were pro-
moted through the Scér competitions while the Irish
language was promoted through the establishment of a
Coiste na Gaeilge and Irish language officers at club and
county level. However, the Association is not now in the
business of imposing bans on its members who differ from it
with regard to music, dance or culture, but seeks to positively
promote what is traditional and Gaelic. I believe that we can
adequately fulfil our cultural obligations with regard toIrish
music and, at the same time, allow those of our members who
enjoy other music to enjoy it on our property. It we didnotdo
this, we would be accused of turning our backs on the wishes of
the vast majority of our youth members.

My only disappointmentinall of thisisthat we cannot have
an Irish music concert to equal the ones held at present and if
an Irish promoter takes on such an undertaking he will get a
very sympathetic hearing from us.

The use of our grounds for Soccer is a different issue as
Soccer is a game which is in direct competition with our
games while we are only lending support to other organisa-
tions which are involved in the music and cultural field.

« LACK OF DISCIPLINE ON AND OFF THE FIELD IS OUR GREATEST WEAKNESS .. ."
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SENSATIONAL SPILLANE!

o

*PAT SPILLANE
IN ACTION

AS the football pulse quickens just
now with the Ford League gain-
ing in Momentum, and the promise
of some great matches in the offing, it
adds considerably to the keen antici-
pation of what is to come that we will
again have opportunities of admiring
the special gifts of one of the true
greats of the game — Pat Spillane.

He celebrated his 31st birthday in
December, and so must now be inthe
winter of his playing career, I doubt,
though, if this will prevent the lion-
hearted Templenoe club man from
taking on the best defences yet again
this season with the confident
approach and the ceaseless
endeavour that have kept him at the
top for so long.

The quality of Spillane’s football
last year did anything but suggest
that he was ready to move over and
allow someone else step into his
shoes in the Kerry team. Remember,
for instance, the show-down with
Tyrone for the Sam Maguire Cup?

If ever a footballer stamped his
personality in brilliant style on a

By JOHN O’REILLY

national decider it was Pat Spillane1in
that game. The left half forward was
here, there and everywhere.

He helped out his own defence time
and again, did much useful work
around the midfield areas as well, but
for all his efforts away from his own
area of operation, he still did not
neglect his duties as a forward. Time
and again Spillane tormented the
Northern back division, and he also
hit the defending champions’
opening goal.

What a grand score it was! Ger
Power sent a clever chip across the
Tyrone goal from the left wing under
the Nally Stand, and there was Pat
Spillane in the right place at the right
time thanks to good positional sense.
Where many another attacker would
have gathered the ball in front of
goal, he demonstrated a keen brain
and quick reflexes by fisting it home
for a first-rate score, and one that set
the Kingdom squarely on the road to
another All-Ireland crown.

By the end of the match the man in
the No. 12 jersey had 1-4 to his credit,
and even though Kerry were a
masterful team, and had many bright
stars in all departments, Pat Spillane
still shone out like a beacon as the
‘“‘man-of-the-match”. His was one of
the best one-man displays in a football
final in any era.

Smail wonder that he saw out 1986
by gaining his second Texaco trophy
as thefootballer of the year. Allthisat
a period in his playing career when
many would have had us believe that
he had left his best days behind him.

Added merit was given to
Spillane’s showing last September by
virtue of the way that he battled back

bravely from serious ligament
trouble a few years ago that
threatened to end his career
prematurely.

However, with the same
unconquerable spirit that has earned
him such a proud rankinginfootball,
the Kerryman took a serious
operation and a long and painful
period of rehabilitation doggedly in
his stride to rebuild not only the
injured limb, but his football career.
That says much for the character of
the man.

Even more a tribute to the man is
that he hasnotsettled for second best.
Far from being a shadow of his

former self since his comeback —

and that would have been under-
standable enough in all the
circumstances — he has played some
of the best football of his career since
returning to active fare.

Those of us who follow the game,
however, will not need a review of the
trophies won over the years to
appreciate the special talents of Pat
Spillane.

He has already provided a rich
store. of golden memories
memories of high-powered displays
of non-stop matching-winning foot-
ball and of sportsmanship of the
highest order.

There are those who say that Pat
Spillane is the greatest footballer of
all time. Others will arguethatitisnot
possible to compare players of one
period with those of another as styles
change all the time, and pressures
have increased greatly in the modern
game.

I am not going to get into that
argument. Suffice here tosay that Pat
Spillane has proven his right to walk
tall with the best of them,andthat the
point should be hammered home
time and again in 1987 as he and
Kerry bid to Keep !the title winning
squad on therails to another four-in-
a-row of All-Ireland senior
championships. '
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HE start of another year In

Gaelic Games is upon us, and
let’s hope that it will prove one of
exciting matches, sporting play, good
individual performances, and a
generous quota of upset results just to
give that added competitive edge and
touch of variety to the campaign.

[ am not in the business of attempt-
ing to forecast where the major titles
are likely to go during 1987. I leave
that to other people. What I will say,
though, is that on the evidence of
events last year we could be in for
some stirring days indeed in the
months ahead, both atcluband inter-
county level.

My aim here in QUIZTIME is to
try and help whet the appetite for the
fare ahead by looking ahead and also
looking back in a series of questions
that I hope will get YOU 1n the
mood for the new season on the
playing fields.

The emphasis in the first exerciseis
on looking forward to the coming
programme, not only in hurling and
football, but in handball and
camogie.

That all games trend is maintained
in the second exercise,and the QUIZ-
TIME in general caters for followers
of all aspects of the national games. |
think that is as it should be, because
handball and camogie are vital links
in the scene.

Just as in past features I am again
linking a points scale with the
questions because the reaction of
readers’ has clearly shown that this
aspect helps to make the QUIZTIME
that little more interesting.

At the same time, the scoring of
points is not the chief aim. Enjoy-
ment, a little information gleaned
along the way perhaps, and the
reviving of old memories will, L hope
prove the reward for all who accept
the friendly challenge of QUIZ-
TIME. If that proves the case then I
will have started the New Year off on
the best possible foot.

Now, let’s get under way with the
series of ten questions that willhelp to
put the spotlight on some future
happenings in a section that I call:

LOOKING AHEAD

1. The Railway Cup competitions,
usually played in the spring, willhave
new dates this year. Will these games
now be played in August, September
OrDCOBETT i vy vwawii ¥ wawss

2. What county will defend the All-
Ireland under-21 football title this
VEALT v.siaiminiein d6 60k e Bies o 418 § ove

3. The Irish Handball Council will
welcome a new President at the
Annual Congress in March when the
official chosen as President-Elect last
year, will take over the post. Who is
he?

4. Where will the Annual Congress
of the G.A.A. be held at the end of
March? « c vovvrenorsaaavsiosioes

5. Laois, who won the Ford Foot-
ball League title last year, will be

11
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striving this summer to lift their first
Leinster senior crown in the code in
how many years — 38, 41 or 437 ...

6. Dublin have been regular con-
tenders in All-Ireland senior camogie
finals in recent times. This year they
will be striving to reach their sixth,
third or second successivefinal. Your
SRIBBHIONT sonoss mesmassn tawt e

7. Feile na nGael is the youth
festival of hurling, camogie and
handball, promoted each year during
the summer. Last year’s Festival was
in Ennis, but where will the 1987 Feile
be staged?

8. What major games will be
played on St. Patrick’s Day next? It
may help you to know that two finals
will be staged thatday. ...........

9. There will be an unusual
dimension to this year’s All-Ireland
senior football final, irrespective of
the counties engaged in the conclud-
ing round. Any ideas what this
unusual dimension will prove to be?

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
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10. What county will be defending
the Dr. McKenna Cup in the all-
Ulster knock-out senior football
tournament later this year?

Five points on offer here for each
question answered correctly, except
Question 7. This one carries a five
points bonus for the correct answer,
with the result that the possible tally
for our first section stands at 55
points. YOURRETURN .........

Now, just to test your memory of
past events, here is a short, snappy
exercise of five questions dealing with
happenings in the decade so far,
‘which I entitle.

lllllll
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EIGHTIES’ LOOK-BACK

1. Who was in goal for Galway
when they won the 1980 All-Ireland

semiot Burhng title? . .. coov i vmns

2. The Texaco Award winners of
1986 are featured in this issue. But
who won the title in Camogie in this
promotion in 19817 Careful now! ..

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

3. Two World Championships
have been staged so far in this decade
in handball. Name the venues for
each championship ..............

4. Who captained the Kerry team
sensationally deprived in 1982 of a
record five All-Ireland senior foot-
ball crowns in succession by a last
gasp Offaly goal?

5. Dermot McNicholl, one of the
heroes of last year’s successful Aus-
tralian tour, captained Derry to an
All-Ireland minor football title
earlier inthedecade. In what year was
he presented with the winning team
trophy?

Again each question carries five
points, with a bonus of five for No. 2.
This section, then, could improve

your points totalby 30 points. YOUR
SUAHE 1t i3 45 S s nris s b.ul, S0

Another short exercise and a

follow up to one in the last issue of
Quiztime in the Winter edition, which

lllllllllllllll
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apparently went down really well

with readers.
All that is necessary is to find the

common denominator shared by the
players featured in each question
based on 1986 happenings:

IN COMMON

1. Paul Hayes and Adrian Brennan

2. Kevin McCabe and Brian
LrDonnell ... ..ces e PN L
3. John Henderson and Eugene
SRR oo sosmpmnsissipemmsvoes

4. Michael Walsh and Billy Bourke

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

5. Maura McNicholas and Miriam
Malone

This section also has each question
worth five points. However, if all
questions are answered correctly,
then, I award a bonus of 10 points.
Possible marks, then, 35 points:
YOUR HAUL

Finally, memories of the past will
be revived by our Team Picture Exer-
cise. It is of a squad that contested an
All-Ireland senior hurling final not
all that long ago, and from a county
that has slipped back somewhat in
terms of the ratings in recentseasons.

See what you can remember of this
team that helped to provide many
bright highlights in the year in
question.

-----------------------
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PICTURE QUIZ

1. This 1s a selection from what
county?
2. If you get thatright youmayfind
it easy enough to give the year that
this selection lost the All-Ireland
senior final
3. Who captained the team? He is
fifth from left in the frontrow .....
4. Who 1s the hurler on the
immediate left in the back row?

llllllllllllllllllll

------------------------------

5. Who was in goal with this selec-
107 1 B R A A
6. This selection scored three goals
in the concluding round. True or
BRISET . conun vrammmmes ws smamo
Five points once more for every
correct answer — and a bonus as well
for the perfect return. If you getall six
questions right, thenadd on 15 points

to your score. Possible tally: 45
points. YOUR SCORE

HOWDO YOU
MEASURE UP

Total points on offer in Quiztime:
165 points. A score of 130 points plus
adds up to a really excellent rating.
110to 130isverygood,and 100to 130
good. Below that? Well, don’t worry
very much; you can always keep a
close eye on happenings in the
coming months and try again in
QUIZTIME.

llllllllll
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[reland
OUR land
of breathless
physical beauty.

X President of the United States

of America, John F. Kennedy
once said, on referring to the natural
beauty and splendour of Ireland, “If
only you realised that your country
possesses something that most other
countries can only dream about”.
When His Holiness Pope John Paul
II visited our shores in 1979 it 18
reported how utterly amazed and
taken-aback he was by the warm wel-
come which greeted his arrival.

Ireland has indeed some of the
most breath-taking scenery one
could ever wish to see and the tradi-
tional “Irish hospitality’” 1s by no
means a myth either, as evidenced by
the influx of tourists each year to The
Emerald Isle. But do we as a nation
appreciate her?

It could be argued that we don’t,
when one looks at the number of Irish
people who holiday abroad each year,
encountering such difficulties as lan-
guage barriers, currency changes,
driving on the right-hand side of the
raod and insurance costs for medical
cover.

A holiday in Ireland throws up no
such barriers and what better way to
take in all she has to offer, than a stay
in one of the many conveniently
located hotels throughout the
country. All hotels provide meals as
well as sleeping accommodation and
some provide meals and refresh-
ments to non-residents also, thereby
ensuring ample opportunities of
meeting the local people as well as
other holiday-makers.

BY |
COLIN CLARKE

Many of Ireland’s hotels are ideally
situated for touring the surrounding
countryside and also  provide
numerous facilities such as golf,
fishing, horse-riding, tennis and
swimming, to name but a few of the
wide range of pastimes available.

Ireland’s countryside is a land of
breathless physical beauty, wild
untouched scenery, profuse in
historic sites and colourful lore.Itisa
lovely land of unpolluted air and
water, quiet winding ways and
blessed peace. If Dublin is the
gateway to the East, then Knock is
the gateway to the West, the rebirth
of which has been made possible by
the recent opening of Connaught
Regional Airport. Standing on the
runway itself, on a clear day one can

The De La Salle Brothers

teach the message of Christ in their schools
and colleges throughout the world. Their chief
concern is for the poor and underprivileged.

Young men who think they might wish to devote

themselves to the service of Christ, as teachers
of His Word, may obtain furtherinformation from:

REV. B. NORBERT DEVINE
MOUNT LA SALLE
BALLYFERMOT
DUBLIN 10.
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*The famous -akes of
Killarney.

behold a magnificent view of the five
counties of Connaught and also
Donegal in the North West, Leitrim
the lake-land county and Sligo the
“Yeats Country”’ with its beautiful
Ben Bulben.

Further South one can experience
the Corrib County, Galway and the
Burren, land of exotic flora, abbeys,
archaeology, castles and beaches.
With its wild Atlantic border, this
area boasts some of the most spec-
tacular coastal scenery in Europe.
And what of Kerry —anareasteeped
in Irish tradition and a haven for the
sightseer, the famed Lakes of Killar-
ney or the eighth wonder of the
world, as someone once said, the
Ring of Kerry and the Blasket
Islands. A Céad Mile Failte awaits
everyone in the South-West.

Cork is the biggest county in Ire-
land and it comes as no surprise
therefore that the Rebel County has
plenty to offer by way of hotels from
which to survey the many splendid
beauty spots of the South coast.

Waterford and Wexford, often
described as the Riviera of Ireland,
are fringed with miles and miles of
golden sandy beaches and Wicklow,
with its famous Meeting of the
Watérs in Avoca, is lost within its
own majestic piece of country, yet is
situated but 30 miles from the
Capital.

Hotel prices in Ireland are
extremely reasonable and facilities
available are ideal for family holidays.
In addition to the obviousattractions
of a holiday at home, rather than
going abroad, one is adding to the
wealth of the economy by so doing.
The writer, having travelled exten-
sively throughout Ireland, was not
surprised at the Pope’s reaction!




T this time of the year many
indulge in the always
entertaining practice of selecting the
county teams they believe will winthe
top titles in the up-coming League
and Championships. My own
weakness when it comes to this type
of annual “crystal ball gazing”
exercise is to concentrate on the
young men of hurling and football

who made an impact in 1986 and an
attempt to select some of those likely
to make an impact in the hurly burly
of competitive senior games in the
offing.

Top of the list must surely be that
bright young hero of the Australian
tour last October, John O’Driscoll.
At only 19 he set a brilliant headline

‘We preach Christ Crucified’

For Further Information

Rev. Director of Vocations,
Mount Argus,

Live in prayerful communities

Preach the message of Christ’s
Passion and death

Have a special concern for those
who share in Christ’s Passion

Work for justice and peace

write to:

Dublin 6.
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SOME YOUNG MEN OF HURLING AND F

to his older colleagues with play of
the highest possible quality in the
Ireland jersey.

The young Leesider seemed to be
almost an ever present on our
television screens with his polished
play and scoring skills every time the
cameras brought us the Test action
from so far from home.

O’Driscoll is a very accomplished
footballer, sure in his fielding capable
of creating opportunities for his
colleagues up front, and who obviously
knows where the goals are. There can
be little doubt that he will have a big
part to play in Billy Morgan’s plans to
bring the Rebel County back to the top
this year.

From a minor of 1985 to an under-
21 star of last year— David Regan, of
Birr. What a year he had in 1986!
Colleges, minor and senior hurling
all in the same season, and a bright
light as well in shaping not one, but
two historic national championships.

Regan got a goal for Birr
Community School as they beat that
famed Cork nursery, North
Monastery, in April to take the All-
Ireland Colleges’ senior champion-
ship for the first time. Later in the
year he was consistently on the
scoring target and also very
influential in general play at centre
half forward as Offaly marched to
their first national minor crowninthe
ancient code.

Then, with the start of the 1986-87
Ford League, David was called up to
the Offaly senior side in a bid to
bolster up the attack. Certainly, a
year to remember for the Birr youth.

Regan played four games with
Offaly before Christmas, and showed
up really well. He also displayed his
scoring touches in those matches to
good effect.

The young man from Birr is very
talented with plenty going for him
and has much to offer the game and
Offaly. I confidently look to him to
capture plenty of headlines not only
this year but in the future.

by
Peter O



0OTBALL WHO MADE AN IMPACT IN 86

'Leal"}'

Another minor finalist of last
season who is already moving up 1n
the senior grade is Donal McCarthy,
of St. Sylvesters, Malahide. One of
the high points of under-age
competitions in 1986 was
McCarthy’s inspired showing at full
forward as he blue-printed Dublin’s
[ einster football final win over
Meath.

McCarthy undoubtedly looked a
senior star in the making during that

under-18 campaign, and like Regan |

he had not long to wait for his big
chance. It was a baptism of fire, too,
the full forward position against the
might of Kerry in the League n
Tralee at the end of November.
However, the Malahide teenager
came through with flying colours, and
did more than enough to suggest that
he can make a vital contribution to the
Dubs recovery mission over the
coming year. He is a smart-mover,
distributes the ball well, and can
blossom into a top class target man.

David Beggy is only 19 and was
playing in just his third competitive
senior inter-county game when he
won a Leinster senior football medal
as Meath’s left half forward last
August. He has continued to be
prominent with the county side, and
is another who is doing an excellent
job for the rising stars.

Gerry Mclnerney, Galway’s
polished left half back in hurling, is
older than the players 1 have
spotlighted so far, but he still
qualifies as one of the bright young
men of Gaelic Games. After all, he
won an All-Ireland under-21 medal
last September.

Gerry has certainly come along way
since he was atleft half back as Galway
made history by winning their first All-
Ireland minor hurling title by beating
Dublin in 1983.

Teddy McCarthy, who had the
distinction of winning an All-Ireland
senior hurling medal on his first
senior championship appearance as
he sparkledinattack for Cork against

Galway last September andlater won
an under-21 football medal . . . Ray
Murphy, a dashing attacker in the
Wexford team beaten by Galway 1n
the 1986 under-21 hurling decider . . .
Michael Hogan, who coloured his
superb centre half back play with
long range points scoring when
leading Offaly to the minor hurling

title . . . these are just some other
young men who [ believe will beto the
fore in the coming years in keeping
Gaelic Games ahead of their com-
petitors. i

Yes, indeed, the national gamesare
rich in rising personalities; young
men with what it takes to write the
legends boldly in the future.
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SERVICE JACOB'S WERE

G IN-ROADS IN
IRELAND,

when William and Robert Jacob inherited a family business

in 1839, they put their good name on the line.
They beheved that by insisting on the highest standard of

quality they were on the right track.
With that in mind they set out on a journey that was to make

themn the best-known biscuit-bakers in the world.
Today, Jacob's ultra-modern factory in Dublin is the most

advanced in Europe.
By investing in plant and equipment, product development

and by retaining biscuit-baking skills, Jacob’s have made in-roads in every
home in Ireland.
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KERRY’S DOMINANCE:

— stop moaning, go out and beat them!

WE’RE all jealous of Kerry and
nowonder. The otherday they
got six on the All-Stars, without ] ack
O’Shea and Eoin Liston. They have,
over the last ten years, won game
after first-class gameuntilfootballers
are as tired of them as the hurling
fraternity is of Cork. That’s the most
natural feeling in the world.

An old man said to me when I was
ecighteen, ‘‘When they're jealous o
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Kerry’s dominance in recent ye

i 4 Sy
Pictured above are two of Kerry’s greatest st
ars is that they receive

““The Bomber”’ and “Jacko” were not among th

R AR

says Eamonn Young

you, shout for joy. .. because you're a
success. There are enough failures”.

Competition is essentially fair and
indeed very desirable, and if one man
or one team dominates competition
we become fed-up but we really
mustn’t complain. Excellence earns
its own reward and the champions in
any game are away up there for
everybody to imitate and dethrone.

In Kerry’s case there’s only one
way to beat them: improve our own
standard for although over the years
the Kingdom has fielded weak teams
the lads they have justnow, are pretty
good even though many a loyal
Kerryman says there isn't a lot
coming up to replace them. Please
God, they’re right.

Is Kerry’s dominance bad for the
game? Yes and no. Certainly their
example in skill, manliness and
realistic estimate of opponents all
leading to diligence in training 1s a
very fine lesson to players every-
where, and they have shown again
and again, that morning training
spins on Dublin golf courses or on
lonely Banna Strand earn their own
just regard which won’t be won by the
softie who thinks a combination of
T.V. and the few pints at the end of
the day will help him to win matches.
The champions in any game (and to
be precise the heroes of our
football scene) are notonly acreditto
their own community but a headline
to our youth everywhere. I'm sure
that Eoin Liston’s coaching in the
clubs and schools of four great

19

ars, Eoin Liston and Jack O’Shea, in action. A measure of
d six Bank of Ireland All Star Awards this year—but
ose selected!

Munster counties is injecting new life
into the game organised by
wonderful lesser-known men from
Miltown Malbay to Gaultier.

I suppose we’ll have to admut that
the champion who bestrides the
narrow world like a Colossus does
have some bad effect. But thatis only
on the spirit of lesser men, men who
have an inferiority complex anyhow.
In such cases there is, in fact, no
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With Prudential,

you'e in great companies.

- and investments like Mercedes and o
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Hennessy. Grobond keeps a
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in Irish investment and
spreads the remainder across
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complex: they are just downright
inferior anyhow, and I never cease to
stand back and admire the shining
silver spirit of men from Leitrim,
Carlow, Waterford, Fermanagh and
many other counties who seldom see
Croke Park except from the stands
and still carry on organising the
games in valley and glen of stoney
grey soil with the bright light of
community spirit shining in therr
eyes. After all, those are the men who
form the broad firm base of the
pyramid where the Croke Park finals
are the golden top.

The counties that seldom win
anything are not the poor neighbours
that many of us, fed on the juicy meat
of Croke Park excitement, think. The
club championship in West Clare 18
as fervent as in Dublin (and indeed
there have been days when it was far
more so). The fun and excitement we
enjoy isn’t always directly related to
the public importance of the event
and the game between Kilmichael
and Drimo League in West Cork
may be the locality’s own All Ireland.
Enthusiasm like hope springs eternal
and we would be a poor raceindeed if
the supremacy of Kerry or any other
county sent us scurrying into the rat-
holes of pessimism. When Kerry go
down some other county will rise.
Here’s to an All-Ireland for Antrim.
Does anybody remember Kevin
Armstrong and Harry O’Neill?

And then there’s the question
they’re always asking me — the one
I'm trying to answer for forty years:
“What is wrong with Cork football?
Sure ye have plenty talent as ye have
shown in the minor and under-21
football. There must be something
wrong’’.

Yes thereis, and no doubt aboutit.
What’s wrong is we have in the same
province a crowd of blackguards
over the county bounds whom I have
already discussed earlier on. If we
could sever the rocks, rivers, stony
fields, the golden beaches, the
shimmering lakes and sharp-witted

towns of the Kingdom from the rest
of Ireland and push them gently but
firmly out toseawhere the warm Gulf
Stream might coax them along to the
coast of France and thence perhaps
to Northern Borneo, all would be
well. But until that happy day we’ve
got to stick it out, so what do we do?

In Cork the players are still all
around us. There are parts of the
county where they wouldn’t give one
football All-Ireland for half a dozen
in hurling. At the funeral of a great
player named, Dick Harnedy, an old
friend called me away from a group
where as you can expect games were
the subject, “Come on away with
me” grated my friend “Them fellas
are only hurlers”.

But there’s more to winning than
simple enthusiasm and affection.
Our trouble is that the young foot-
ballers in Cork are not practising a
good style of play. They have the
most dedicated trainers and coachesl

know in the clubs but I fear the lads

don’t always listen. I don’t think they
train hard enough even though the
county is full of track-and-field teams
who place more store on running and
sweat than coolness, accuracy and
skill.

I watched two teams kicking the
ball around a few weeks back
warming up they were before the
game. The carry on nearly made me
vomit. They tipped it along the
ground; they half-dribbled it in away
that wouldmakeanythirdratesoccer
player smile, they disdained catching
the ball as it cameout of the air feeling

" quiteclearly that trapping it was afar

more effective Gaelic football skill.
When the odd man did catch a high
ball he did so by letting it fall into his
open arms. All he needed was a
bucket. Leaping two feet off the
ground and catching the ball over
head was probably regarded as
stupid. It probably was for most
likely they wouldn’t hold it. In the
game itself where many men of
allegedly good standard were
playing, there was almost no fetching

21

and one point from forty yards.
There was plenty of running off the
ball and (not so much ON the ball)
and miles of swivel-assedsolos, many
of them to the corner flag where you
couldn’t score with a rifle. These
faults are the errors of youth and in
spite of them Cork will win under-age
games while great men train, coach
and send out fit intelligent young
fellows schooled in fervent college
competition and the manly club
Series.

But from eighteen on, we must
continue the football education of
the young men. That’s not always
easy: it’s admitted that for thelast ten
thousand yearsthe manunder twenty
knows it all. When I was eighteen 1
thought my father was an awful fool;
when I was twenty-one [ was amazed
to find out what he had learned in
three years. Our young men in Cork
must prove to themselves, and to us,
that they can snatch that ball out of
the sky, that they can kick over four
out of five from thirty-five yards in
play and that they can add those two
vital skills to the solo, the hand-pass,
the ground shot, both 1n play and
from the dead ball. They must listen
and learn. Man’s greatest gift is his
ability to think and as Frankie Byrne
of Meath said to me recently after a
Meath-Cork friendly game: “There's
only six inches between winning and
losing — the distance between your
ears’’.

I’'m very happy that a good selec-
tion committeedown herehaschosen
Billy Morgan to trainour senior foot-
ballers. This dedicated teacher-
player-psychologist-coach is a hard
man, by which I mean he always set
himself a high standard, in fitness
skill and thinking.

The big date is July in Pairc Ui
Chaoimh with Sean Walsh, Ger
Lynch, Ogie Moran, Mick Spillane,
and the boys, all gently led on to the
green pastures of the Marina by the
gentle shepherd from Waterville.

Let’s stop moaning about Kerry. Go
out and beat ’em.

T e T v
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MUNSTER MEDLEY by SEAMUS O’NEILL

H

BORRISOLEIGH CARRY MUNSTER’S HOPES

B ORRISOLEIGH will carry the
hopes of Munster when they bid
to keep the All-Ireland club senior
hurling. title in the province on St.
Patrick’s Day. They face a daunting
enough task against that famed Wex-
ford club, Rathnure, but the Tipper-
ary champions have a lot going for
them, and must be 1n with every
chance in a match that has the

MIKE
SHEEHY

''''

o e R Y
...........

MIKE SHEEHY . . . a chance next season of capturing the
‘one major prize that has eluded him thus far in his
checkered career, that of captaining Kerry to an All-
Ireland victory.

INTO THE ALL-IRELAND CLUB HURLING FINAL

makings of a memorable decider.

Borrisoleigh are making therr
debut this season in a final. This will
also be the second successive appear-
ance by a Tipperary club in the con-
cluding round, Kilruane Mc-
Donagh’s having won the national
title in 1986.

That is a strange statistic in view of
the lack of success of Tipperary
senior teams in national hurling com-
petitions for some years now.

Borrisoleigh beat Kilruane in the
Tipperary final, andthatsaysalotfor
the strength of the side. The county

title triumph was followed by some
good displays in Munster, and then
came a very workmanlike showing
when seeing off Ballycastle, of
Antrim, by eight points in the semi-
final.

One of the big men of the team is
Noel O’Dwyer, who punished the
Northerners dearly for fouling by

*TO PAGE 27

LIZ
HOWARD

position Liz has held for some years now. She will also be
remembered as a former panellist on “The Sund:
Game”.
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popping over points from frees. Yes,
this is thesame Noel O’Dwyer who was
in the Tipperary team thatlast brought
the coveted McCarthy Cup to the
county as far back as 1971.

It wouldcertainly bea greatday for

* MUNSTER MEDLEY *

O’Dwyer if he followed on now, after
so many years, by collecting a
national club medal. I've a hunch
that if Borrisoleigh make history,
O’Dwyer will have a major say In
creating it. He has been in great form
all through with the club, and has
been regularly putting away the
scores in irnpressive style.

AUGURS WELL

What a great start Kerry have
made to the current Ford Football
League! Those who had started to
write them off — yet again! — after
the All-Ireland final win over Tyrone
in September must start to recon-
sider their views.

This Kerry team has still not
reached the end of the road. All of
which augurs well for the prospects of
Mikey Sheehy clinching the one
major distinction that has still to
come his way — that of captaining
the Kingdom to an All-Ireland
crown.

The popular Austin Stacks club
‘man will take over leadership of the
team at the start of this year’s knock-
out series. He has given so much to
the Kingdom and football that more
than Kerry natives would like to see
Sheehy earn the last great honour.

* MUNSTER MEDLEY *

Seven All-Ireland senior medals. ..
League and Railway Cup souvenirs
. .. All Stars trophies . . . goals and
points in plenty and somespectacular
scores at that . . . yes, Mikey Sheehy
has enriched the game no end.

There are many who would like to
see a change of football champions
next September, but if Sheehy leads
the Kingdom to their fourth titleina

row, then the honour could hardly
befall a nicer man!

PERMANENT
MEMORIAL

How fitting that there 1s now a per-
manent memorial in Cork City to the
Leeside’s hurling legend and one of
the greatest exponents ever of the
national game . . . the late Christy
Ring.

Not that Ring needs any tangible

memorial. His name will be revered
as long as hurling lives, and people
talk about the game, the stars and the
giants of yesterday. Nevertheless, 1t1s
still wonderful to know that the
memory of Ring 1s now commemo-
rated in a permanent way as a result
of the opening of a new £7 million
bridge project over the Lee. The new
bridge is known as Christy Ring
Bridge, and was officially opened in
mid February.

eOVERLEAF

THINGS CAN BE DIFFERENT

The BROTHERS OF ST. JOHN OF GODbelieyethatlifecan
be different for people sufferingfrom mental illness,alcohol
and drug addiction; the elderly; people who are mentally

handicapped or poor.
In Ireland alone, BROTHERS AND LAY STAFF working

together daily, bring professional help, healing, comfort
and hope to the more than 3,000 persons in their care.

The BROTHERS' WAY OF LIFE isrooted in the Gospel, the
example of Jesus and St. John of God.

YOU, as a Brother of St. John of God, could make a
difference. For further information on our way of life

contact:

BR. DON FORKAN O.H.,
VOCATIONS DIRECTOR,

ST. JOHN OF GOD BROTHERS,
ST. RAPHAEL'S,

CELBRIDGE,

CO. KILDARE.
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Christy was the first man to win
eight All-Ireland senior medals, a dis-
tinction he earned in 1954 when Cork
beat Wexford in a cracking hurling
final. He was also Cork’s captain that
year and became the first and only man
to receive the Liam McCarthy Cup
three times. His other years as winning
captain were 1946 and 1953.

Ring won an amazing total of 18
Railway Cup medals, and that is a
feat that will never ever be repeated,

let alone beaten. He died suddenly
early in March 1979.

THE LADIES

The Editor tells me that hemakesa
case for a more active role for the
ladies in Gaelic Games in his
Editorial Comment in the current
issue. Like you, I must wait until 1
receive the magazine to find out for
myself what he has to say.

No criticism here fromme, though,
about encouraging the ladies to step

into executive roles in Gaelic Games.
I’m all for that!

And that leads me nicely in terms
of my Munster Review brieftorecord
that the Limerick City Board nanOg
has a lady secretary for the first time
ever. She is Yvonne Murphy, who has
been involved with SCOR, the
G.A.A.’s annual adult winter talent

competition.
I’m told by those who know that

Yvonne is the first lady to hold an
* MUNSTER MEDLEY *

executive post in County Limerick.
Good luck to you Yvonne in your
new role.

Here, perhaps, Munsterisshowing
the way to the other provinces. After
all, Liz Howard is not only the
Tipperary County Board P.R.O., but
has held down that position for some
time now.

TIPPERARY GREAT

How pleasing it was to see one-
time Tipperary great Tommy Doyle
honoured with the All Time Award
for hurling at the Bank of Ireland All
Stars awards late in January.

* MUNSTER MEDLEY *

Tommy, of Thurles Sarsfields,
commands a special place inthe annals
of the game for his amazing feat in
holding the legendary Christy Ring
scoreless for 150 minutes in the
Munster senior championship in two
games in 1949 — the second went to
extra time. Doyle wore the No 7 jersey
in those games.

The great defender went on to
make it three All-Ireland senior
hurling medals on the trot in 1951.
That was also the year of his last
national championship souvenir,
and his fifth in all. The first was won
in 1937 as a forward.

He played minor with the county,
and made his debut with the
Tipperary senior team in the
National League in 1936. It was to be
the beginning of a great career, one
that has ensured Tommy Doyle of
Thurles of the proudest possible
place in the annals of hurling.
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ACROSS

| — This forward won an Ulster senior football medal
last July, and was also in the [reland squad on the Aus-

tralian tour. (6,6).

6—Christian name of one of twin sisters who helped
Kilkenny to retain the All-Ireland senior camogie title last

September. (4).

7 __Initials of Offaly’s right full-back from St. Rynagh'’s
‘1 their historic All-Ireland minor hurlingfinal win in 1986.
(1,1).

8 — Surname of Tom and John, brothers from
Limerick, who last year regained the All-Ireland Coca-
Cola senior doubles title in handball. (5).

10 — Many argue that Kerry already look this to win
another All-Ireland senior football title this year. (3).

12 — Meath is often called this county. (5)

15 — An All-Ireland final captain from the West last
year. Initials (1,1).

16 — No team likes to
|8 — Tyrone’s points total only in the All-Ireland senior
football final last year. (3).

70 — Initials of a short version for the forward who

wears the No. 10 jersey. (1,1).

79 — Christian name of one of the Dubs of the
'Seventies, who made a successful comeback to win a
further All-Ireland senior football medal in 19831n attack.

(3).

74 — Initials of a former star of inter-county senior

29

inany match.(5).

hurling and an All-lreland medalist who won a Munster
club medal before Christmas. (1,2).

97 — Brendan wore the No. 11 jersey for Galway in the
All-Ireland senior hurling final last year. (/).

78 — Initials of one of Connacht’s leading stars and one
of the game’s top defenders who was in the final three for
the Bank of Ireland All Stars selection at right tull. (1, 1).

79 — Cork’s goal tally against Derry in the All-Ireland
under-21 football semi-final last August. (3).

DOWN

| — Cork’s left half back in the 1986 All-Ireland senior
hurling final. (1,5).

7 Runners-up for the Railway Cup in hurlinglast year.
(7)-

3 — Popular form of a Christian name that revives
memories of a former goalkeeping great from Kilkenny in
hurling. (5).

4 — Initials of the St. Thomas club man who captained

Galway to last year’s All-Ireland under-21 hurling final
after playing in the senior decider a week earlier. (1,1).

5 — Captain of Kilkenny’s All-Ireland senior camogie
title winning team of 1986. (1,3).

g — Galwayand Kerry metat thisstage of the finalstages
of the 1986 All-Ireland hurlingchampionship last July. (7).

9 — Christian name of a footballer very much in the
penalty spotlight in two games in last year’s All-Ireland
senior football championship, and who scored a history-
making goal as well. (3).

|1 — Right full back in Galway's unsuccessful All-
Ireland senior hurling final outing last September. (1. 7).

13 — Donegal have . . . to win an All-Ireland senior
tootball title. (3).

14 — Left full back for Tyrone as they lined-up against
Kerry in the 1986 All-Ireland senior football final. (1,5).

17 — There are still no-favourites at this standardforthe
All-Ireland senior hurling title. (4).

19 — These initials will suffice here for “Farly Arrival”.

(1,1).

71 — Short for the match interval. (1,1).

73 _ Derry isoftenreferredtoasthe ............ Leaf
County. (3).

75 — It is generally agreed thata goalkeeper in football
and hurling needs a keen this. (3).

26 — Initials of Galway’s left half forward in the 1986
All-Ireland senior hurling final. (1,1).
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cANGELA DOWNEY

Texaco Award is the highest

honour to which a camogie
player may aspire. The recipient is
assured of a special place in the
annals of the game.

Texaco Awards have been few and
far between where camogie players
are concerned. Twenty years ago, the
legendary Una O’Connor joined the
elite band as the first representative
of the sport. A year later, Antrim
captain, Sue Cashman extended
camogie’s winning list.

For nineteen years, camogie
followers scanned the short list of
selected sports with disappointment.
Deserving candidates quickly sprung
to mind but they had been passed
OVEr.

When camogiefeaturedinthe 1986
series, one name was on everybody’s
lips. It had to be Angela Downey. In
company of Sean Kelly, Pat Spillane,
Claire Hourihane and Ger Cunning-
ham, Angela at last received the

special distinction.
As a fifteen year old student from

Presentation, Castlecomer, Angela
was introduced to the camogie public
in the 1972 All-Ireland Senior Final.
Too young and too light to upset an
experienced Cork defence on that
occasion, she was soon to make all
opposition sit up and take notice.

Kilkenny and Cork played a heart-
stopping draw in the 1974 decider.
Brilliant passages of play marked the
replay. The match marked the arrival
of Kilkenny and Angela Downey.

Angela has won six All-Ireland
and three National League medals in
the Kilkenny colours. Such has been
Angela’s contribution thatitissafeto
say that her county’s tally would be
somewhat less without her services.
The semi-final at Nowlan Park last
August is a case in point.

Her lightning solo runs, quick
acceleration on the turn, masterly
ball control and blisteringshotcreate
havoc in any defence. Add to thather
extremely competitive approach and
hunger for success and it is easy to see
why she is the game’s top performer.
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TEXACO AWARD,
THE CROWNING
GLORY FOR
ALL-ROUND
ATHLETE ANGELA

by MARY MORAN

#

Angela is an all-round athlete. At
Gradam Tailte, she has displayed her
prowess at sprinting, basketball, gym
tests and, of course, camogie skills.
Undisputed winner of camogie’s
superstar competition for the past
three years, she gave a matchless
exhibition in 1985 when she amassed
a staggering 64 points.

Daughter of Shem Downey, who
won an All-Ireland hurling medal in
the great final of 1947, Angela has
achieved almost everything that the
ganie has to offer. Side by side with
her in those victories has been her
twin sister Anne.

Constantly in thenews, Angelahas
won top honours with her club,
county and province. She captamned
Kilkenny to win the All-Ireland
Senior championship in 1977. She
has been honoured with two B & I
awards and now the crowning glory,
the Texaco Award.
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President, Dr. Mick Loftus, his suecessor will be
chosen at the Annual Congress, but his term of
office still has a year to run.

‘T HE waters keep changing; the river is eternal”, That
is an old proverb that came vividly to my mind the
other day when I suddenly realised that the G.A.A.wason
the threshold once more of electing a new President.
Officials come and go in the position, but the G.A.A. goes
on and on.

It seems like only yesterday that Paddy Buggy handed
over the reins of office to Mick Loftus. The Mayo manis, of

Dinner Dances and Weddings.
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QUEEN’S HOTEL, ENNIS

THE QUEEN’S IS RENOWNED FOR ITS DELICIOUS FOOD AND FRIENDLY
ATMOSPHERE OFFERING ALL THE FACILITIES OF ATOP-CLASS HOTEL

* 40 Bedrooms, all with bathroom en suite, direct dial telephone, television and video.
* Luxurious Lounge Bar with old world atmosphere.

* Our Dining Room is renowned for its excellent food.
* Our Function Rooms cater for Conferences, Meetings, Private Parties,

For further information, contact . . . THE MANAGER PH. (065) 28963.

President elect

to be chosen at
Congress in March

By PAT MOLLOY

course, not due to step down just yet from the chief
executive post. His term has still a year to run, but his
successor will be chosen at the Annual Congress in
Wexford on March 28-29 with the selection of the next
President-Elect. -

One name immediately sprang to mind when I began to
give the matter some thought — John Dowling. He has
given tremendous service tothe G.A.A. over many yearsin
a variety of roles. A long t€nure as Offaly County Board
secretary, plus a three-year stint as Leinster Council
chairman means that he has a wealth of the type of adminis-
trative experience that can prove so invaluable for the role
of President.

As a result, Dowling has had his “ear to the ground” for
a long spell. He knows the G.A.A. inside out, from county
right up to national level, and is rightly very highly
respected throughout the country.

This was strikingly in evidence at the last contest for the
position of President-Elect at the Centenary Year Congress
in Belfast. Dowling was only beaten by Loftus on the third
count by 146 votes to 125. Experience has shown over the
years that an unsuccessful candidate at one Presidential
election can gain the ultimate honour at asubsequent contest.

I understand that Dowling will be acontender again this
year, and I have little doubt that he will be very strongly
supported. Many would say that he must start favourite. I
would not dispute that fact too strongly, but at the same

eTO PAGE 35




In

fe. We
\
ian Brothers

to prepare
is |i
77
rist

IS
Ch

"

-’-:-4 et
S,
e

G

tant part
preparing young

e

|

Sy

Impor
people for i
str

them for th

5

e

Tel. 882023

Helen's, Yark R4,

Director,St
Dublin

S
e

III
=
;

please contact
Co

?
S

S

Brother,

Vocation
[ 3

P s o

.{:::: e

Christi
or the
Dun

life of the
miniire,
0247

30

et

e’

e

T,

..

interested inthe
Director, Cluain
Dublin 7 Tel

I youare
The Vocation
'NC.Rd.

R4

5 oo )
ek e
e




eFROM PAGE 33

time, soundings I have made of late lead me to believe that
the up-coming election will prove an unusually keen one.

An interesting dimension has been provided by the
decision of Peter Quinn, of Fermanagh, to join the chase.
He is the current chairman of the Ulster Council,and many |
of the Northern counties are bound to rowin behind him. I
have heard it said, as well, that some of the Connacht
counties are likely to back the Northerner.

Quinn, 43, is a very able G.A.A. official, and like
Dowling he appreciates fully just whatisneeded tokeep the
organisation movingoutconfidentlyinto the ’Nineties. No
man in a position as important as a Provincial chairmanat
this time could fail to have his finger on the pulse as far as
this is concerned.

However, Quinn will not be the North’s lone standard
bearer. Cavan have nominated their own Jim McDonnell
for the position.

McDonnell is one of the all-time greats of Breffni
football. He willalways beremembered inaspecial way for
a classic one-man show as Cavan went down very heavily
to Kerry in an All-Ireland senior semi-final replay in 1955.
He sparkled first at half back and later at midfield, and
really stole the show that day.

Jim went on in later years to serve as Cavan County
Board Chairman for a number of seasons, and he hasbeen
active in other administrative posts as well. Then, he was
also in the news nationally last year as an administrator in
the touring party of the successful visit to Australia for the
Test football series.

The Breffni manis bound to have many supportersatthe
Wexford ballot.

ANOTHER BID

Brendan Vaughan (Clare) will be making another bid
for the job. He was one of the unsuccessful candidates at
Belfast three yearsago,and has beennominated by hisown
County Board.

Vaughan is another well qualified for the position. He
has been actively involved in Gaelic affairs,andisaformer
chairman of both the Clare County Board and of the
Munster Council.

The Banner County official’s chances cannot be lightly
dismissed. The same can be said of Michael Frawley, of
Tipperary, a former chairman of the County Board and
currently a Trustee of the G.A.A.

Then, the indications at press time were that Frank
King, who was surprisingly beaten in a contest for the
Kerry chair at the convention in January, willalso beinthe
field. He was one of the Kingdom’s most successful in the
position of Chairman of the County Board, and many
would undoubtedly be pleased to see him become the first
from the county to attain the highest executive office.

A somewhat late entry was that of long-serving Kildare
official Gearoid O Tiernan, aformer inter-county hurlerin
the ’Fifties. Although not perhaps as well known on the
national scene as most of the other candidates he still has
sound credentials for the job, having served as Kildare
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John Dowling, who has given tremendous service to the
Association over the years is bound to be a strong con-
tender for the Presidency.

Hurling Board Chairman for some five years, and
secretary of the Board for a lengthy spell. He is also
Kildare’s Irish officer.

But with Dowling also carrying the flagin Leinster, the
odds may be just that little too heavily stacked against the
Kildare Town man. His entry, nonetheless, gives added
interest to the contest.

It is very enouraging that despite the tremendous
demands on timeand energy that the office of the President
places on the man chosen, so many able officials in the
G.A.A. arestill prepared to go forward in quest of the job.
This is the type of unselfish approach that is so badly
needed now more than ever in all walks of life in Ireland if
the country is to soon emerge from the depression that has
hung like a dark and depressing cloud over our land for so
long now.

The men in line for the Presidency are all able,determined
officials of proven ability in a variety of roles. Who ever is
chosen, it is comforting to know even at this stage that hecan
be depended on to measure up to the task.

Now, I must “throw my hat in the ring”’, and make a
forecast.

I have a hunch that Quinn could make a really serious
bid on his first attempt. My reading of the pictureis that the
contest will even out into a “three man affair”, with
Dowling, Quinn and Frawley the pace-setters.

As far as I can judge, each is in with a genuine chance,
and the issue is sure to be closeright until the final votesare
counted. However, I will take my stand with John
Dowling. Having come so close to the position three years
ago, I feel that the popular Tullamore man will capture the
necessary support this time to go all the way.
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WE ARE FRANCISCANS

The Capuchin Franciscans are a missionary Order of
brothers and priests working in Zambia, Cape town,
New Zealand, South Korea, England and at home.

Please send me information about the Capuchin Franciscans
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Address ............
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Send this to:

Fr. Terence Harrington, Director of Vocations,
Church-Street, Dublin 7.
Phone (01) 745322

SMA FATHERS

Africais hungry...

... Not just for
Food... _

Dear friends,

We have been
working in Africa for
more than 100 years,

“Feeding the
hungry, giving drink
to the thirsty and
healing the sick”.

Young men under 30 who
would like to know more about
our way of lifeand the missionary
priesthod are welcometo write to
us for further information and
advice. God may be calling you!

There’s work tobe done, send
the coupon today for
information and advice.

M ISSIONS
T0

A FRICA

FR. PAT O'MAHONY,
S.M.A. FATHERS,
WILTON, CORK.
PHONE (021) 41069.



OMMY O’Brien should be asked
to stand and take a bow.

That is the least recognition that
can be given to the reigning President
of the Irish Handball Council, who in
a very short space of time, will be
handing over the position to Mick
Tyrell from Tipperary. O’Brien has
completed his three year term of
office and he can leave it with an easy
conscience, in the knowledge that he
served handball well.

He continued to inspire the upward
spiral of the game as it seals a placein
the major sports category.

The acorn that was sown at the
World Championships in 1970
continued to grow into a healthy oak,
and O’Brien provided further
nutrition for 1it, with his deft
administration of the 1984 World
Championships.

These were held in Ireland to mark
the Centenary Year of the G.A A.
and heralded outstanding victories
by Tom O’Rourke in singles and the
Quish Brothers, Tom and John in
doubles.

On a broader base, though,
O’Brien mirrored handball in that
Centenary Yearwithanewimage, He
crystallised the efforts of the previous
fifteen years into a compact package.

Handball was now standing four
square in relation to hurling and
football. The handball court was
now the Mecca inmany GG.A.A. clubs
and those who had provided for other
sports to the exclusion of handball
realised that they were the losers.

What a far cry, indeed.from the
unhappy days when handball was
squealing for protection under the

G.A.A. banner.
Thankfully, the handballers have

emerged from their self imposed

The handball court is now

says Sean Clerkin

isolation and have become active
members of the G.A.A. and there has
been reciprocations from the parent
body.

It was easy for O’Brien to be part of
that integration since his ideology is
that of the G.A.A.

He has been an active member of it
since his youth, whether thatbeinthe
role of player or administrator. As
Tommy steps aside from the pivotal
position in Irish handball, he will
continue to promote the game with
no less determination.

He is, after all, still the Secretary of
the Leinster Council, and this is quite
an onerous task in its own right.

He is a member of the Talbots Inch
and O’Loughlins Clubs, sufficient
testimony of his deep-rooted interest
in the handball and GA.A. activities
of his native county.

It was third time lucky for Mick
Tyrell when he won the contest for
the Presidency at last year’s
Congress. That is probably the best
insight one could get into the
make—up of the Tipperaryman.
Determination 1s one of his big
characteristics and it has been very
much 1n evidence, whether his role
was applicable to club, county or
province.

He was very much to the foreinthe
development of his own club in
Clonmel, which ranks with the bestin
the country, and he has also giventhe
benefit of his expertise to the
Tipperary County Board and the
Munster Council.

Presidents of the Handball Coun-
cil, invariably pin-point their own
areas of priority and Tyrell will pro-
bably divulge his plans at Congress.

He has been ever conscious that
37

the Meccain many G.A.A. clubs

there is a certain deficiency in
handball circles relative to publicity
and public relations.

Inthis regard he wasinaccord with
Handball Administrator Joe Lynch
in decrying the decision of R.T.E. to
discontinue the Top Ace series. This
had proven extremely popular, not
alone with handballers, but amongst
the sporting public.

The decision of R.T.E. to televise
part of the senior singles final of the
Coca Cola Championship was not
accepted as a real alternative.

Perhaps Tyrell would be well
advised to enter into negotiations
with R.T.E. in conjunction with the
G.A.A. with a view to getting a
package deal to cover all games.

On the other hand, while handball
officials might often decry the failure
of the media to perform adequately,
it transpires that in many instances,
they hide their activities under a
bushel and nobody knows anything
about them except themselves.

This comes under the broad
heading of public relations, which
could well be taken as a key area for
action by the incoming President.

I would like to think too that he
'would give priority rating to the
promation and development of the
game in Dublin. Inrelationtothesize
of the population, the number of
participants in the capital is minimal,
hence a major promotional drive is
urgently needed.

As Tyrell gears himself to accept
the Presidency, he will have defined
his own priorities, and they must get
the respect and attention of
handballers.

We wish the new President every

SUCCESS.

B B B

- B B O = B e



COME AND SEE

IS CHRIST CALLING YOU TO BE A PRIEST
p OR BROTHER IN

D THE
that's 8p less than most >< CONGREGATION
other King Size c of the

gl BLESSED
SACRAMENT

Priests & Brothers . ..

CONTACT: FR. HUGH KELLY, S.S.5,,
BLESSED SACRAMENT COMMUNITY,
20 D’OLIER STREET, DUBLIN 2.
Telephone (01) 775311.

SUBSGRIPTION
FORM

To The Circulation Manager,
GAELIC SPORT,

139A Lower Drumcondra Road,
Dublin 9.

Please send a copy of GAELIC SPORT to
Name and Address as detailed below, for the
next twelve issues, and | enclose cheque for

£13.00 (including cost of postage).

JPKE 141

SMOKERS
DIE YOUNGER

Government Warning




NORTHERN SPOTLIGHT WITH PADRAIG O'BAOIGHILL

N the North many followers feel that

Monaghan should have been in Croke
Park on All-Ireland day both in 1985 and
1986 and as they now progress
satisfactorily in the Ford National League
there is much speculation that 1987 will be
their year. Their success so far in the Ford
[eague was achieved without the services
of nearly half their championship team.
Kevin Carragher, Fergus Caulfield,
Brendan Murray, Hugo Clerkin, David
Byrne, Mick Dowd and Eamonn
McAneaney were all on the injured list.
Mick Dowd has already recovered and
was impressive against Mayo. Hopes are
high that Clerkin, Byrne, Murray and
McAneaney will be back for the remain-
ing games in the League. Caulficld afteran
operation hopes to be back for the
championship. Gerry McCarville after a
rest in the Autumn is playing better than
ever and is a vital player in Fr. McQuaid’s
plan for success. Monaghan played some
lovely football against Roscommon and
Mayo but the introduction of Clerkin,
Byrne or Carragher at centrefieldwillgive
a better ball supply to the forwards.
Undoubtedly all the players who
substituted for the regulars kept
Monaghan in the limelight and
competition for places will be very
keen. Sean McKenna of Scotstown who
played at corner back against Mayo was
impressive. Similar to McCarville in de-
fence. Monaghan require McAneaney 1n
attack to send over the long distance frees

as he did in the All-Ireland semi-final of

1985. During the year no player
contributed to Monaghan’s success more
than Ray McCarron and we congratulate
him on his All Star award.

While they talked of the success of Fr.
McQuaid’s county team in his own parish
of Truagh, they mourned a great

‘Monaghan player of the past Fr. Don
Trainor of Carrickroe who went to his
eternal reward at the beginning of the
year. An outstanding forward he won a
‘championship with Emyvale and starred
for the county in the forties.

Pat Mullan:- Down Derry way where

‘hopes are high for the championship they
lost a great Gael before Christmas in the
person of Pat Mullan of Portstewart who
was county secretary from 1965 to 1980, a
period that Derry won the All-Ireland
minor title (1965), St. Columba’s College
the Hogan Cup (1965), the All-Ireland
under 21 title (1968), and an All-Ireland
Junior Hurling Championship (1975). He
was a native of Glenullen from where
present Derry star Dermot McNicholl
comes and hewas abrother ofafounder of
the G.A.A. in Derry Sean O Maolain who
was instrumental in forming the first
County Board in 1926 before emigrating
to America.

In Derry’s Ford League games to date
midfielder Plunkett Murphy of Dungiven
has turned in some great games and will be
challenging Tyrone’s Plunkett Donaghy
for Ulster’s top midfield place. With so
many players missing through injury
Tyrone were not too impressive in the
early stages of the league. However with
Kieran McGarvey back, McCabe and
Lynch ready to return they will be amore
difficult proposition in the concluding
stages of the competition. Art McGrory
will also ensure that his players are well
prepared for Casement Park on June 7th
when they take on an improved Antrim
team under former county player
Eamonn Grieve.

Donegal:- The new Donegal Chairman
Charlie Faulkner of McCumbhaills Bally-
bofey comes from Carrowmeena in

Inishowen an area not too prominent
presently in Gaelic games. Along with his
brothers he played with thelocalteam and
while working in Wicklow in 1948 he won

‘a junior football championship with the

Kilmacanogue team. Back in Donegal he
spent short periods with St. Eunans and
Tamhnach a’ Mhullaigh, Donegal Town
before he joined McCumbhaills in 1971
where he did great work as an
administrator. He has been vice-
chairman of the County Boardsince 1982.

He feels that it 1s necessary to get more
players from Gweedore andthe Rosseson
to the County Team for added grit and
determination. In fact the standard of
football in the Gweedore/Dungloe games
of the fifties was the highest I haveseenin
any county. Since they ceased at senior

level in that division Gaelic football has

been on the decline.

Dungloe:- However a very encouraging
sign of improvement in 1986 was the
performance of a very young Dungloe
team who won the Gaeltacht Inter Club
Championship in Downings and the
County Intermediate Championship.
Gweedore under manager Hughie Green
captured the Junior Championship. If
manager Tom Conaghan can get
experienced players like Martin McHugh,
Michael Carr and Des Newtown into
action with the present well drlled
county squad, they will be a formidable
team. McHugh is a vital cog in the
Donegal forward machine if he can get a
good supply from midfield. Although
veteran Martin Griffin has played some
good games here, Donegal now have no
men like Jim McFadden, Mickey Rua
Gallagher, Sean Ferriter or Frank
McFeeley to name but a few. They are not
alone with this problem.
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Pictured left are
the 1985 N.F.L.
champions,
Monaghan,
many Northern
folk believe that
this team should
have contested
both the 1985
and ’86
All-Ireland
Finals.
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! ROSMINIANS

! An Order of Priests and Brothers,
| serving God and the Church, inIreland

TE D CASTLES and in the Third World. Engaged 1n

Parish Work, Missions & Retreats,

0 I I_ PR 0 D U CTS Education, Care & Education of Blind

_ boys, of Deprived Boys, Care of
Promenade Road, Dublin 3. Mentally Handicapped Adults, our

Vocation is to respond to God’s Love
Telephone 786911 — Telex 25224. and His Children’s needs in a spirit of

Prayer and Contemplation.
Werite or call to:

FR. M. MELICAN, I.C.

TEDCASTLES Rosminian Novitiate, Kilsheelan,

Clonmel, Co. Tipperary.
are top. Telephone: (052) 33181.
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Railway Cup:- When Alf Murray of

Armagh stepped up to receive the AllStar

award at the Bank of Ireland pres entation
in the Burlington in January it reminded
us of his dazzling displays on the forty for
Ulster in the Railway Cup competition.
The names of Murray, Armstrong,
Maguire, McCullogh and Hudy Beag
Gallagher gave a status to this com-
petition that flourished through the
fifties and sixties until it began to decline
in recent years. We will miss the Railway
Cup on St. Patrick’s Day this year but we
hope that the change of date to the
Autumn will ensure that this great
competition which gave recognition to
unknown players will continue.
Comhghdirdeachas duit Alf. Bhisé tuillte

agat.

Cavan Convention: Donegal wasnotthe
only county to get a new chairman.
Tyrone and Armagh did likewise while
down Cavan way Peter Brady from the
Ballymachugh club was chosen instead of
Phil Brady, Arva, at a well attended
county convention in Ballyjamesduff.
Former Cavan player Tom Maguire was
elected vice-chairman while former star
Jim McDonnell is central council repre-
sentative. It was appropriate that- the
convention was held in Percy French’s,
Ballyjamesduff for it was here in 1887 in
McGoldricks Hotel that the first Cavan
Convention took place. The Castlerahan
club helped to organise this major event.
There was no great optimism at the con-
vention and like many other counties it
was evident that emigration was having a
deteriorating effect on clubs. However the
County Board have the minors already in
training in order to improve the standard
of play of the county team in this grade.

And recently in Slough Berkshire, the
Cavan jersey with the tricolour was onthe
coffin of a former Cavan star of the
twenties, Louis Mallon at the age of 81. A
native of Cavan town he played with
Cavan Slashers, the senior county team
and won an All-Ireland junior champion-
ship in 1927. He was also a talented
musician and spent most of his life with his
family in the Slough area of England.

Go ndeanaidh Dia trocaire ar
anamnacha na n-imreoiri uilig atd imithe
ar shli na firinne.

Shinty: With so much discussion pre-
sently about the compromise rules with
the Australians it will be very interesting
to see the renewal of international games
between an Irish hurling team and the
shinty players from the Camanachd
Association in  Scotland. Douglas

McKenzie president of the association
paid a visit to Dublin while the President
of the G.A.A. and the Director General
were in Inverness recently for a meeting
with officials of the Camanachd
Association. It i1s hoped to restart the
international series in 1988.

Up until recently we had shinty teams
coming to Killarney to play against local
hurling teams as part of the Pan Celtic
week while school teams from Scotland
have played Scoil Ui Chonail and Queens
University, Belfast. Edinburgh University
always had a strong shinty team and I
remember playing for the O Growney
hurling team in Glasgow against this
college at the University grounds at East
Fettes in 1952.

We always had close links with the
Scots. From the availablesourcesit would
seem that the first shinty/hurling game
between a Camanachd selection and the

London Irish team was played in London

in 1896. In 1899 there was 40,000 present
in Stamford Bridge for a similar game.
They played again to big attendances
during the Tailteann Games 1924 and
1932. Shintyis played onthe ground. Only
the goalie touches the ball. The shinty
stick is much stronger than the caman. A
set of international rules were agreed in
the past so it should be much easier for
C.L.C.G. to get an entertaining inter-
national game going here than to get
acceptable compromise rules with the
Australians.
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The Team For All Workers... Columban Fathers

CULBAIRE, COSAINTEOIR] with missions in
| _ Asia, Garibbean, Latin America
AGUS TOSAIGHTE AN and South Pacific invite

LUCHT OIBRE ! you to join them on mission.
* * *

Come to a Vocation Weekend
in Dalgan Pk. Navan

on April 16,17, & 18, 1987.
CONTACT

Fr. Nicholas Murray,

St. Columbans, Navan,
Co. Meath. (Ph). (046) 21525
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LEAVING SCHOOL?
PRIESTHOOD?

“You will find a great
challenge and also a

grea.t j?y in ser\_flng o The Vale View Hotel owned and
Christ in the Priesthood. managed by Mahon & Maureen O'Brien

The Sacred Heart Pope John Faul Il § has built for itself over the past20 years
' ' a reputation for high standards atevery
level of hotel service. This perhaps, is
helped by the handiwork of God
Himself. The hotel is located in such a

VALE VIEW HOTEL

Proprietors: Mahon and Maureen
O’Brien

Missionaries ara
actively involved in
that challenge in
lreland, U.K., U.5. A,

S.Africa, Venezuela,

& New Guinea. Do
you want to be part

of this challenge?

For more information
pleass f1ill in the
cCoupon & post to

Fr. Tadhg O Dalaigh;
Sacred Heart i o 3 s
Missionaries, ‘f s T N
Wﬂtem Rd, Cork. ' X

Pieas

beautiful piece of country that only the
best efforts would suffice. So eftorts
being the watch word the hotel never
ceases to improve on its amenities and
standards. The result being that this
year should please a little more than
last.

end me tudl detals a

NAME

rrrrr

o o o o o o o o

AVOCA
CO. WICKLOW

PH. (0402) 5236, 5379, 5178

ADDRESS
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sacred heart
missionaries

Western Roed. Cork. Telephone: (021) 43711




LAN na nGael, Roscommon,

must rank as one of the most
consistent teams in club football 1n
recent years. After all, they have been
prominent nationally in the club
championship for the past five years,
and on St. Patrick’s Day will make
their second appearance of the
decade in all All-Ireland decider.

The Roscommon club lost their
final debut in 1983 by six points to
Portlaoise. The Clanns did not win
out in the West in 1984, but have
dominated the provincial sceneinthe
meantime.

Clann na nGael lost 1n a replay in
the 1985 semi-final to Kerry’s Castle-
island Desmonds, who went on to
win the title. They were beaten again
in a replay last year — once more by
- Castleisland Desmonds — in the All-
Ireland semi-final.

Howeyver, there are those who feel
that the wheel 1s about to turn full
circle for the Roscommonclubonthe
national festival. Certainly, Clanns’
credentials areimpressive, astheydid
well to beat Ferbane, whose stars
¢ included Offaly sharpshooter Bren-
dan Lowry, by five pointsin thesemi-
final.

The Connacht champions have a
good all round side, powered, of
course, by the famed McManus clan.
And, two of the clan, Tony and
Eamonn junior, were prominently on
the scoresheet in the win over the
Offaly champions.

Another who found the target
impressively i1n that game was
Eamonn Dorney, who hit five points,
and has also been showing a nice line
in the scoring stakes with the county
senior team.

The All-Ireland club title 1is
proving a most elusive one for
Western teams. Indeed, the province
is the only one that has yet to win this
championship, which was launched
as far back as 1971.

Roscommon Gaels (1976), Bal-
linasloe (1980) and Clann na nGael
(1983) all appeared in the concluding
round, but still we wait forafirsttitle.

CONNAGHT

COMMENT

By KEVIN MALONE

Go to, it, Clanns! It is about time
that this dismal record was
improved. Connacht football could
do with just such an early in the year

boost.
OFF TO U.S.

Still on Roscommon . . . and good
wishes go to Dermot Earley, one of
the county’s greatest-ever foot-
ballers, who 1s taking up a post with
the United Nationsin New Yorkona
two-year stint.

Dermot, who won every honour in
the game, except the coveted All-
Ireland senior title, has been one of
the backroom boys with the county
senior football team in the Ford
League.

But the Earley tradition is being
maintained by his younger brother
Paul, who is playing good footballup
front with the county side.

Incidentally, Dermot won a Kil-
dare county senior football medal
with Sarsfields, of Newbridge, last
autuman.

ONLY ONE

It is hardly a good advertisement
for the standard of Connacht foot-
ball that Harry Keegan, the long-
serving Roscommon defender, who
was honoured at right full back, was
the province’s sole representative in
the recent Bank of Ireland All Stars
football selection. He well merited

the selection, too.

I suppose we cannot complain too
much that Connacht’s representa-
tion was so low, but I must say thatl
fully expected at least one more foot-
baller from the province to find
favour — Seamus McHugh.

I have the height of respect for John
Lynch (Tyrone), who was chosen at
No. 4, but I still feel that McHugh was
the outstanding player at left full back
over the past year, and I am surprised
that the Galway man did not get
enough votes for the job.

On the hurling front, a sharp con-
trast was provided with the selection
of as many as five Galway hurlers.
They all deserve congratulations,
and for two, Tony Keady and Conor
Hayes, the occassion was special in
that each was chosen for the first
time. 1

BRIGHT AUGURY

Let’s hope that this will prove the
forerunner for a bright season for
Galway in hurling. An All-Ireland
senior title on a third successive final
appearance next September would
prove a just reward for the county’s

efforts in recent years, and also
compensation for the defeats by

Offaly in 1985 and Cork last year in
the McCarthy Cup ties.

Still on hurling, and how good it
was to see Leitrim and Sligo playing
their parts in making the third
Sunday of February a day apart in
National League play in the code.
That was the first day that all 32
counties were engaged on the same
afternoon in hurling in the League.

Who said the ancient game is
fading away? Maybe the standard in
Division IV leaves a lot to be desired,
but it is certainly encouraging-that
counties are fielding teams in the
code and competing with enthusiasm
and determination.

That’s thespiritthat breedssuccess
in time. Leitrim opened their
Division IV programme with a big
win over Sligo. Maybe they will goon
to cut a dash in the code in the weeks
ahead.

“All-Ireland club title yet to go to Western team'.
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LEINSTER

LIMELIGHTS

By Paul Fay

MANAGER’S task can be a

daunting one in football and
hurling at the best of times, but spare
a special thought for Nickey
Brennan, a man whose hurling
artistry has won him every major
honour in the game. He hasjusttaken
over probably the mostdauntingrole
of all in Gaelicsport at present —that
of manager of the Kilkenny senior
football team.

The Noresiders have languished at
the bottom of the football ladder for
more years than most of us can
remember. But even in the light of
their performances of the past,
Kilkenny still hit a record low at the
start of the current Ford League
when they failedtoscoreatall against
Clare at Ennis, and conceded a
thundering 6-235!

They did 1mprove on that
performance in subsequent games in
the competition, but it 1s still very
clear that Brennan faces the most
uphill task in Gaelic Games in his
new role. Still, he is amanwhoisused
to the sweet smell of success at the
highest level, and so knows just what
is needed in terms of commitment,
skill and drive to get to the top.

Nickey is now 33. He was a halfback
in the Kilkenny teams that won the All-
Ireland senior hurling championships
of 1979 and 1982, and was in the
official panel of substitutes when the

‘McCarthy Cup was retained in 1983.

He did not make an appearance during

that final win over Cork.
We wish him well in his new post.

Nothing could be better for the game
than to see Kilkenny cut some sort of
a dash in football in the not too
distant future. After all, it is not as if
football success is something that
Kilkenny has not savoured.

Back in the early years of
championship play, the Noresiders
won three Leinster seniortitles: 1888,

1900 and 1911.
THE FIRST

- Here is a question that may well
appear in quiz books of the future:
Who was the first Beann Eadair,
Howth, club player to appear in
competitive senior hurling with
Dublin? .

The answer is Bernard Farrell,
who guarded the net for the Dubs in
their Ford Leaguetieagainst Kerry at
Croke Park in mid-February.

Bernard earned his place in the
record books following a somewhat
strange route to the top. He was
substitute goalkeeper for Dublin’s
minor Football team in their Cen-
tenary Year All-Ireland final win
over Tipperary. He also played that
year withtheunder-18 county hurlers
— but as a forward.

With the passing of time, Farrell
powered his way to the senior grade
in hurling in the role of goalkeeper.
He got his big chance when called on
to deputise for regular goalkeeper
Declan Feeney, who was on the
injured list, for the clash with Kerry,
and had a very good senior debut as
well.

So, keep an eye out for Bernard
Farrell, and if you are a Quiz buff,
remember the name as well, and the
unique ranking he earned in hurling.

STILL WAITING

The Quigley brothers, Martin and
John, who helped Rathnure to their
recent All-Ireland clubseniorhurling

semi-final win over Killimoredaly, of -

Galway, were both on duty when the
famed Wexford club contested their
first national decider in 1972.
Rathnure lost that game to Black-
rock, of Cork. They haveappearedin

........
........
.....

R -

Westmeath hurling star David Kil-

coyne . .. the first man from his

county towin a Bank ofireland All
Star award.

two All-Ireland club finals in the
meantime, but are still waiting for
that elusive first title win.

Will St. Patrick’s Day bring a
change of fortune? Rathnure have a
tough hurdle against Borrisoleigh, of
Tipperary, but on their good showings
in Leinster and in that All-Ireland
semi-final win they must be in with a
great chance.

Another famed member of their
side is Jimmy Holohan, who hit nine
golden points against Killimoredaly,
and has been, of course, regularly in
the scoring returns with the Wexford

county senior team. _
No review of the Leinsterscene just

now would be complete without
paying tribute to David Kilcoyne for
bringing the first Bank of Ireland All
Star award to Westmeath in hurling
or football.

David was honoured late iIn

January with selection at right full

forward in the latest hurling side. He
has been very prominent with the
county in recent years, and well
merits this unique honour.

These are proving somewhat
heady days for Westmeathfollowers,
who over the years have not had a
great deal to celebrate. Prior to the

*OVERLEAF

“Uphill task faces Nickey Brennan as manager of Kilkenny football team”™.
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BIG DAY FOR
BLENNERVILLE

St. Patrick’s G.A.A. Club, Blennerville,
Tralee, has won the Cospoir/Cantrell &
Cochrane Munster Club Development
Award for Co. Kerry. Commenting on the
activities of the Blennerville Club, Maurice
Dorney, Managing Director of C & C
Munster said, “‘St. Patrick’s G.A.A. Clubis
a fine example of the major contribution a
successful sports club can make in a small
community. Whilst being a committed
G.A.A. club, it plays a vital role in other
areas of community life, from Community
Games to providing recreational facilities
for the old folks in the area. For its commit-
ment to the community and the valuable
work it is doing, St. Patricks is clearly a
deserving winner. I would like to thank the
Sports Advisory Committee of the Kerry
V.E.C. for adjudicating and administering
the Club Development Award scheme in its
area”’.,

The Club Development Scheme has been
in operation since March 1984 when
Cospoir and C & C Munster joined forces
to provide cash injections to selected clubs

for capital projects. The adjudicating for

the most deserving club is made by the
Sports Advisory Body of the V.E, C.ineach
county. Their judgment is based on such

........

Pictured here at the presentati

things as the contribution of clubs to the
development of facilities for youthand their
involvement in the community as whole.

.......

.......

on ceremony are (left to right): Maurice Dorney, Managing

Director of Cantrell & Cochrane, Munster, Ronnie Delaney, Chairman, Cospdir and Joe
Foley, Chairman, St. Patrick’s G.A.A. Club.

FOR ENERGY AND VITALITY

ODLUM'S
TRIUMPH OATFLAKES

REMEMBER PORRIDGE IS

THE BEST VALUE
BREAKFAST CEREAL
YOU CANBUY!

ODLUM GROUP LTD.

*FROM PAGE 45

All Star award win by Kilcoyne, we
were still talking about the exploits of
another native of the Midland county
— Mick “Spike” Fagan. His con-
tribution to the Ireland triumph in
the Test Series against Australia last
October was one of the real success
stories of Gaelic Games in 1986.

I hear that Wexford-born Dave
Synnott, who captured manyhurling
headlines as a goalkeeper with the
unlikely county of Mayo, is likely to
be seen in action in club games in the
Model County.

Dave’s brilliance as a goalkeeper
with Mayo earned him inter-provin-
cial recognition with Connacht, and
he guarded the net for the West in
their Railway Cup final wins of 1982
and 1983. No mean achievement
that. He was also anAll Star replace-
ment on a U.S. tour, and wonaB+1
LINE G.A.A. Personality of the
Month award.

I understand Dave is back again in
Wexford, and will probably be seen
in action in local games with
Oylegate-Glenbrien. Could we yet
see him in the Wexford jersey?




JUNIOR DESK
BY
JACK MAHON

OR some time now I have been

toying with the idea of ending

Junior Desk. It came into being in
May 1970, went from strength to
strength almost immediately,
became the G.A.A. forum for
younger G.A.A. folk, introduced
competitions, interviews, was
responsible for inaugurating the
Programme Collectors’ Club 1n
Croke Park, and introduced many
future players and writers in its Mail-
bag Section. This is the last Junior

Desk.

When it came into being first, the
foreign soccer scene had begun to
dominate the sporting magazine
scene with its ‘“Shoot” and other
magazines. Junior Desk was my
answer to all that, a column that
would relate to young G.A.A. boys
and girls and I became very
engrossed in it and excited byit. Now
the challenge from the English
soccer magazines has been largely
met, but this sporting media
domination of Irish youngsters
continues with the American foot-
ball propaganda machine which has
begun to compete for the interest of
Irish youth.

HAPPY MEMORIES

Junior Desk is full of happy
memories for me. The Cut-Outs. The
simplicity and innocence of many of
the letters. The many friends I made.
The Gerry Penders who grew up on
Junior Desk. I’'m sorry it had to end.

The sad economic times of today
have killed Junior Desk. Let us hope
they don’t kill Gaelic Sport which
should get back to beinga monthlyas
soon as possible. To everyone who
ever wrote to Junior Desk I say a
million thanks. Thanks for the

memories.

[ have some regrets, One is that in
our existence we were NEVER
honoured by the G.A.A.’s McNamee
Awards Committee. Sometimes in
life it is nice to see some recognition

of a service. During the existence of
Junior Desk (17 years) we never once
received an unsolicited letter from
the G.A.A. Oh, yes, we did receive
verbal tributes in speeches and In
casual talks. But NEVER an official
letter of commendation. This I
regret. 1 regret too that the G.A.A.
has allowed the situation to arise
whereby Gaelic Sport appears as
irregularly as it does now. It may be
too late — it is too late — to save
Junior Desk. But Gaelic .Sport
should be saved NOW, Andlet’sstop
considering it as being solely a
commercial venture for Tommy
McQuaid who owns it. Tommy must
live too. Gaelic Sport since he
launched it nearly thirty years ago
has been his livelihood and has also
given employment to others over the
years. The powers that be should not
stand idly by and let the longest
running G.A.A. publication ever,

now become extinct. :
The Cut-Outs will I'm sure

continue. Itisfitting that myfinal one
is for a Galway hurler — in this

instance Peter Finnerty. What can 1

say of Peter, other than that heis a
great right half back. I hope he wins
an All-Ireland senior medal soon.

One thing I hope is that I was
always fair in Junior Desk. I'm a
Galwayman — a very fervent one.
Above and beyondthatI'ma (. A.A.
man. I love hurling and Gaelic
football. All-Ireland day is the big
day inmy year—every year. Theroar
of the crowd, the clashof the ash. The
sound of a football being kicked.
Summer days. ‘“The Sunday Game.”
I miss thevoiceof Michael O’Hehir,a
voice I grew up on. It was so nice to
see him on telly again recently.

THE MAILBAG

This is the final letter to Junior
Desk:- 22.1.87

Dear Jack, — First of all I must
wish you a very Happy New Year, It
is All Star time again and as usual we
will have surprises. I would say that
one will be that Jack O’Shea will not
get one this time. Imustsay thatthese
matches should be stopped against
the Australians. There is too much
money spent on these tours, that
could be put to better use in our

... FEED
MY
" '~ SHEEP”

Do you love Jesus enough to answer this challenge?

LITTLE BROTHERS OF THE

GOOD SHEPHERD

Serving the unrecognisable Jesus in the person of the homeless
and‘rmected members of our society. If you are interested in
finding out more about our Vocation,

then contact:

Brother David Lynch

BGS,

Good Shepherd
Centre,
27 Thornley Street,

Wolverhampton
WV11JS.

OR

Brother Malachy
Corbett BGS,
Good Shepherd
Centre,

Loreto View,
Kilkenny,
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games and pitches at home. Also the
refereeing standards in our games are
very poor indeed. Even the All-
Ireland final standards of refereeing
were very poor. It must have beena
terrible let down to Jack O’Shea
when Kerry did not allow him play in
the Kildare county final last year. I
think the G.A.A. should bring in
some of the rules from the Australian
game, free from hand by player
fouled, mark and a quick kick out
from hand also. Also the advantage
rule in basketball and the foul rule
when a player would commit two
fouls he should be replaced. What
about a Cut-Out of Offaly’s Eugene
Coughlan?

Yours sincerely,
Kieran Rosney,
181 Grotto View,
The Batteries, Athlone.

[Thanks Kieran, J.M.].

No, I'm not going to stop writing
on G.A.A. affairs. You’ll find me in
““Gaelic Sport” in some other niche.

Once again,asincere goraimh mile-

maith agaibh go leir. Slan.

G.A.A. Books

Coaching News Spring '87. Price:

£1.50 incl. postage from Croke Park,
Dublin 3. A must for all clubs.

Kerry G.A.A. Yearbook '87. Price

£3.50 incl. postage from Michael
Lyne, B.A. Valentia "Island, Co.
Kerry. A must.

Galway G.A.A. Yearbook ’86.
Price £2 incl. postage from G.A.A.
Office, Dominick Street, Galway. 90
pages. Good value.

QUIZ ANSWERS

LOOKING AHEAD

1. October will prove sufficient for
a correct answer. Theactualdatesare
Hurling: October 10-11 semi-finals
and final: Football: October 17-18&
semi-finals and final. 2. Cork, who
beat Offaly in the final. 3. Michael
Tyrell (Tipperary). 4. Wexford. 3. 41
years. They last won the title by
beating Kildareinthe 1946decider. 6.
Sixth successive final. 7. Ennis will be
the venue once more this year. 8. The
All-Ireland club senior hurling and

First Round:
Semi-Finals:

Ciarrai

Cluiche Ceannais

First Round

Semi-Finals

Cluiche Ceannais

LIMERICK CITY LIBRARY

COMHAIRLE NA MUMHAN C.L.G.
Munster Senior Championships

1987

IOMAINT

24/5/87 Tiobraid Arann v. Ciarrai

24/5/87 Luimneach v. Portlairge
7/6/87 Clar v. Tiobraid Arann no

7/6/87 Corcaigh v. Luimneach no
Portlairge
5/7/87 Sinsir agus Mionuir

PEIL

17/5/87 Tiobraid Arann v. Luimneach
17/5/87 Clar v. Portlairge ’
21/6/87 Corcaigh v. Tiobraid Arann no
Luimneach *

21/6/87 Ciarraiv. Clar né Portlairge
19/7/87 Sinsir agus Mionuir.

R®-ERENCE DEPT.
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Down G.A.A. Yearbook '86. Price
£3.50 incl. postage from Jerry Quinn,
50 Spelga Park, Hilltown, Newry,
Co. Down. ‘““As the Months Went
By” is superb. Top class as usual.

Young Tradrai (Newmarket-on-
Fergus G.A.A. club magazine) from

Sean O Donaile, Editor, Newmarket-
on-Fergus, Co. Clare. This 1s worth

getting, for it has an emphasis on
youth. Price £1.50 includes postage.
Slan aris.
Jack Mahon.

football finals. 9. A new trophy will
be awarded to the winners this time,
but will still be known as the Sam
Maguire Cup. The original Sam
Maguire Cup was first presented for
the 1928 final won by Kildare. 10.
Armagh, who beat Antrim in the
final at Corrigan Park, Belfast, last
May.

EIGHTIES’ LOOK-BACK
1. Michael Conneely. 2. A catch-

question this, There was no award for
Camogie in 1981. Indeed, the 1986

.award in Camogie was the first in the

code since 1967. 3. Ireland and
Canada will win full marks here. The
1984 championships were staged at
Croke Park, with some games in
County Clare, and the 1986 tests at
Kelowna, British Columbia. 4. John
Egan. 5. 1983, when Derry beat Cork
in the final.

IN COMMON
1. Goalkeepers in the 1986 All-Ire-

land minor football final — Hayes
for Cork and Brennan for Galway. 2.
They were the only goal scorersinthe
Tyrone-Galway All-Ireland senior
football semi-final. 3. The respective
full backs in last year’s Leinster
senior hurling final 4. They shared
the All-Ireland senior singles titlesin
handballin 1986. Walsh won the 40X
20 and softball titles, and Bourke the
hardball crown. 5. Captains of the
All-Ireland junior camogie final
teams last September. McNicholas
led winners Clare and Malone cap-
tained Kildare.

PICTURE QUIZ
1. Limerick. 2. 1980, when Galway
were successful. 3. Sean Foley. 4. Joe
McKenna. 5. Tommy Quaid. 6. True.
Limerick scored 3-9 as against

Galway’s 2-15.
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4< PETER FINNERTY
¥ Galway

* PETER has appeared with Galway

* in All-Ireland hurling finals at

minor, under-21 and senior, and is a
versatile hurler who has turned out in a
number of positions in defence in the

**********************r

top-rank.
He was full back in the minor team

beaten in the 1981 All-Ireland
decider, and won a national under-21
medal two years later at right half

back.
A member of the Mullagh club,

Peter will be 23 in March, and stands
over six foot. He was at right half back
for Galway intheir unsuccessful senior

GAELIC SPORT L 8. 8. 8.8.2.8.0.0.0.0.8. 8 8 & ¢ ¢
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finals against Offaly in 1985 and Cork *
last September.

The gifted defender has been
honoured by the Bank of Ireland All
Stars selectors, and was right half back
for Connacht when they regained the |
Railway Cup last March — his first *
interprovincial medal. He made his
Railway Cup final debut in 1985 at *

X

right full-back.

S T O TR W T T EE



By
!

‘l

il

BENSON ... HEDGES

; 7‘ /4

Competitors: 4

Goffs, Co Kildare. March 24th-29th 1987 3

ted abo pear circumstances permitting.



