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EDITORIAL COMMENT

A Time of Change

UCH has happened since we said here in December that, almost with-
out warning, the time had arrived to consider the selection of the next

G.A.A. President. A flurry of activity in the meantime has ensured thatthere
will be a strong field for the position when delegates meet in Killarney at the
Annual Congress at the end of March.

The list of candidates underlines a point we made when we first raised
the Presidential issue — that there 1s no shortage of men with the necessary
qualifications of provenservice and ability for the position. So, the G.A.A. 1s
already once again assured of being able to call on a man with the stature to
enhance the office of President.

The main feature of the term of office of the man who will take over as
President Elect at Killarney will be the Centenary year. The programme to
ensure that this momentous milestone in 1984 is celebrated in fitting style will
be extensive, and will call for much time and effort from the President.

That is as it should be. It is in the interests of all who havethe G.A.A. at
heart to ensure that the Centenary Year is celebrated with dignity and 1n a
way that will do the maximum possible good for the image of the
Association. We are convinced that this will eventually prove the case.

But the ordinary day to day affairs must also continue to command
attention. And, it is a sobering thought that as the Association nears its 100th
birthday, the state of football, and not the long and often repeated concern
for hurling, is giving cause for worry.

A committee established by the Leinster Council to examine the reasons
for the decline in the standard of football in the province has issued findings,
and pretty depressing some of these are. Leinster, however, is not unique in
this regard.

The general health of the game in the other provinces also leaves much
to be desired. Mayo and Cavan, once leading powers, have slumped badly in
the rankings; the Munster championship remains a Kerry-Cork affair, and,
although the Ulster series has been keenly contested in recent years, teams
from there have still not cut much of a dash nationally.

The Leinster Committee’s suggestions include one advocating a
National Coach in football. It might be a progressive move.

Then, what of hurling? With the game confined to so few counties at
senior level, and no real sign of a worthwhile breakthrough, is there also nota

need for a national coach in the code?

Tradition has played a big part in G.A.A. affairs. Competition struc-

tures have remained much the same over the years, as has the annual inter-
county schedule, starting more or less with the Leagues in October, and
finishing with the All-Ireland finals. |
Perhaps the time has come to sweep away traditional approaches and

devise new structures and schedules. Especially as the positions of hurling
and football leave so much to be desired just now. " .

These are only some points that certainly need to be seriously
considered now as the G.A.A. moves into a new Presidential Era, and is
preparing at the same time to step into its second century.
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HE opening programme of games in the first Tyler Top Ten review of 1981,
which included matches up to and including February 8§, was not a very
comprehensive one, but still produced keen competition for places in the

football and hurling charts.

A feature of the schedule was the
good form of Down footballers.
They trounced Kildare at Newry,
and then put up a fine show a week
later in their next National League
outing when sharing the points with
Armagh, again at Newry.,

A key figure in the Down draw
with the Ulster champions was

Adrian McAulfield. He highlighted -

a first-rate performance at right full
back with two wvital goal line
clearances, and, as that came after
he had played his part really well in
the win over Kildare, McAulfield
emerges as the code’s first table
topper of the year on 32 points.

Next 1n line 1s another Down star,
Donal Bell. He was another to
impress against Kildare, and then in
the meeting with Armagh, his clever
football and accuracy marked him
out as one of the Down heroes. Bell,
in fact, finished the top scorer on the
day for both teams with four superb
points, and he takes second spot in
the chart on 30 points.

Another footballer who had a
busy enough time in the opening
weeks was Anthony Egan. The
Mayo man returned to competitive
play after a long lay off due to injury
in the drawn match with Derry and

impressed at full back.

A week later, Egan’s power-
packed play in the No. 3 jersey did
much to set Mayo up for a home win
over Antrim, and as a result he
finished high in the football chart on
28 points for a third ranked placing.

Hurling saw Cork keep their
unbeaten record in the National
League with a three points win in a
classic at Pairc Ui Chaoimh over
Otffaly. The homesters had many
bright starts, but dependable and
efficient play at left full back by
John Horgan, allied to eye-catching
clearances, send the Blackrock club
man to the top of the list on 28
points,

Another familiar and long-
serving campaigner also captured
much of the spotlight in the first
round proper of the National
Hurling League after the Christmas
break — Noel Skehan. The brilliant
Kilkenny goalkeeper brought off
some great saves to make a major
contribution to a win that resulted
in  the Noresiders ending the
unbeaten Clare march.

Skehan’s display at Nowlan Park
puts him second in the table, a mere
point behind the pace-setting
Horgan.

Down stars top
football chart

*
FOOTBALL

32 A. McAulfield (Down)

30 D. Bell (Down)

28 A. Egan (Mayo)

26 T. Doyle (Kerry)

24 E, McKenna (Tyrone)

23 G. Sheerin (Roscommon)
22 G. Connellan (Roscommon)
22 T. Dalton (Cork)

21 E. Liston (Kerry)

20 D. Foley (Wicklow)

*
HURLING

28 J. Horgan (Cork)

27 N. Skehan (Kilkenny)
26 B. Murphy (Cork)

25 N. Lane (Galway)

24 P. J. Molloy (Galway)
23 E. O’Donoghue (Cork)
22 G. Coughlan (Offaly)
21 G. Hayes (Dublin)

20 J. Thompson (Dublin)
20 S. Durack (Clare)

x
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Pictured at Gaelic Sport’s Tyler Top Ten presentation were (from left) Assistant Garda Commissioner Michael

----

Enright, Paddy McFlynn President of the G.A.A., Paul Mongor Director of John Tyler and Sons, Sedn Silke winner of

the hurling award, Tony Keegan Director of

Gaelic Sport, Garda Matt Connor of Offalywinner of the football award

and Garda Commissioner Patrick McLaughlin.

Stars feted at presentation

HAT the GAELIC SPORT-

TYLER TOP TEN annual
awards have gained high status in
Gaelic Games in a comparatively
short time was very obvious from
the representative attendance at an
enjoyable reception and lunch at
Buswells Hotel, Dublin, to honour
the 1980 winners, Sean. Silke
(Galway) and Garda Matt Connor
(Offaly). They are only the fourth
award winners.

Many guests from the Association
and from the national and
provincial media, as well as from the
Gardai applauded warmly as Mr.
Paul Mongor, Director of John
Tyler & Sons, presented the winners
with the Tyler Perpetual Cups.

Sean Silke kept the hurling trophy
in Galway for another year, John
Connolly having brought the Cup to
the county in 1979 for the first time.
Silke finished with 179 points, a
comfortable lead of 47 points over
his closest rival.

Matt Connor had 20 points to
spare over his nearest challenger in
football. The Offaly sharpshooter

By Tony Keegan

extraordinary collected 181 points,
the highest tally gained in any year
so far by any footballer or hurler. He
is the first Offaly man to take the
trophy. |

Mr. Mongor, in welcoming the
winners and the guests, said that
John Tyler and Sons, as a leading
Irish company, decided to become
involved with the popular Gaelic
Games monthly, GAELIC SPORT,
in this sponsorship.

“Tylers have been part of the
business life of Ireland for more than
100 years, and their links with the
G.A.A. go back to the early days of
the century.

“The development of our
sponsorship with GAELIC SPORT
has exceeded our expectations. The
Top Ten awards are in a special class
in that they reward in a tangible way
excellence in play over the entire
season. This 1s because consistency
rather than brilliance in one or two
games in a year is the basis of these
awards.

“We know, too, from experience
over the past few years that the

7

monthly awards are keenly awaited
in football and hurling, and that the
build-up towards the annual
winners excites tremendous interest
among the players, officials and
SUppOrters. |

Mr. Mongor went on to pay
tribute to the 1980 winners, whom
he described as “two such splendid
ambassadors of Gaelic Games”.

“The 1980 campaign was a
wonderful one for Galway and the

entire country rejoiced in their long--

awaited All-Ireland senior hurling
final win. Sean Silke made a
tremendous contribution with his
high quality play and sportsman-
ship”’.

Mr. Mongor added that Sean
Silke carved out his own special
brand of history in that he became
the first hurler to win an All-Ireland
sentor medal and a GAELIC
SPORT-TYLER TOP TEN award
for the same year.

The Director of John Tyler &
Sons had this to say of Matt Connor:

“He 1s one of the most exciting

eTO PAGE 9
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Action from the 1980 All-Ireland
semi-final between Kerry and
Offaly. Its three Offalymen

versus one Kerryman. But the
Kerryman has the ball!
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young men to arrive on the Football
scene in years. His gifted play, and
above all his amazing accuracy
around goal, marked him out last
year as an outstanding figure.

“He helped Offaly to regain the
Leinster senior title, and has
established some superb scoring
records into the bargain.”

“I congratulate Sean Silke and
Matt Connor on their skills, high
standard play and sportsmanship.
They did much to enhance the
standing of Gaelic Games, and 1
wish them well in the future.”

Tony Keegan, of GAELIC
SPORT, also congratulated the
winners, and thanked Tylers for
their sponsorship. He had a word of
appreciation, too, for the G.A.A,,
and particularly the Croke Park
staff for their many kindnesses to the
magazine over the years.

As for the award winners, Sean
Silke and Matt Connor left no one in
doubt as to their delight at receiving
the awards, or of the high esteem in
which they hold this particular
promotion.

Officials of the Galway and Offaly
County Boards were also present
and praised the general workings of
the promotion.

The marking system over the year
as a whole is the feature that sets the
GAELIC SPORT-TYLER TOP
TEN awards promotion apart.
While the All-Ireland finals are the
top attractions of the year, and
performances in those games
frequently prove the cornerstone for
annual awards, the Top en
honours are based on performances
monitored over the season as a
whole, and recorded in each 1ssue of
GAELIC SPORT, as the leading ten
players in each code are reported.

This aspect of the scheme is the

feature that each year 1s -gaining

more and more favourable comment
and support.

Sean Silke made his entry into the
review as early as February-March,
while Matt Connot took the first
steps on -the road to the top In
football by finding favour in the

@ The two winners of Gaelic Sports Tyler Top Ten with their cups. They are

Garda Matt Connor of Offaly (left) and Sedn Silke of Galway (right).

April-May Top Ten in the code.
Both also appeared in the Jamuary

returns to well and truly clinch the

honours for 1980. They well merit

9

their latest awards, and to echo
again the words of Paul Mongor:
“they are splendid ambassadors of
Gaelic Games”™.
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Looking North (1)

McKinstry is
Armagh’s
polished star

ACK in 1975 I travelled to the

Mardyke in Cork to view an
All-Ireland club football semi-final
between Nemo Rangers and Clanna
Gael from Lurgan. Like the majority
of the fair-sized attendance I was
confidently expecting a victory for
the Cork club.

After all, Nemo Rangers were a
vastly experienced and highly
talented team, spearheaded by such
household names as Billy Morgan,
Frank Cogan and Jimmy Barrett —
players who had guided their club to
All-Ireland honours in 1973 and had
contributed hugely to Cork’s
impressive Sam Maguire Cupsuccess
later that year.

Clan na Gael, for their part,
seemed an unglamorous bunch,
devoid of any ‘big names’. Granted
the Lurgan side had previously
contested an All-Irelandfinal,failing
to U.C.D. after a replay, but with
Armagh dormant in Ulster for along
time, Clan na Gael’s top players were
generally unknown outside of the

Ulster province. And conceding

home advantage, it seemed most
unlikely that the northerners could

foil the star-studded Nemo fifteen.
By the end of that hour, however,
the spectators could be forgiven for

wondering which team possessed the
All-Ireland stars. Clan na Gael

Noel
Horgan

dominated the match and would
have registered a comfortable
victory only for the remarkable
display of prodigality by their
attacking sextet.

As it was, the visitors seemed set to
succeed when they led by a goalin the
final minute but Nemo substitute
Declan Murphy popped up at this
point to grab a late equaliser against
the run of play.

Daylight robbery, 1t was,
especially as Nemo won the replay at
Lurgan but Clan na Gael could take
some consolation from the fact that
their display in Cork convinced
football enthusiastsin Munster of the
top-quality  talent within the
Orchard county.

One of the most 1mpressive
performers on that winter’s
afternoon at the 'Dyke was Clan na
Gael’s tall, bearded midfielder Colm
McKinstry. Fielding immaculately
and distributing with intelligence, he
dominated around the middle of the
pitch and was instrumental in giving
the wvisitors a distinct territorial

11

® Colm McKinstry (Armagh).

advantage.
His elegance enthralled meandthe

ease with which he performed his
formidable feats stamped him as a
class player. It was with greatinterest
and anticipation, therefore, that I
made the journey to Pairc Ul
Chaoimh recently to view the Cork-
Armagh league clash.

I had hoped to savour again the
polished skills of Colm McKinstryon
his second visit to Cork’s playing
fields. I was not to be disappointed.

McKinstry was masterly at
midfleld and, with strong support
from Castleblayney’s Frank
McMahon, he gave Armagh a
decided edge in the middle.
Ironically, the Armagh forwards
were again slightly prodigal and
Cork won the day but there could be
no denying that Colm McKinstry
had again made his mark on Leeside
soil.

Of course, the fortunes of
McKinstry and of the Orchard
county 1tself have 1mproved

©TO PAGE 12
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considerably since Colm’s original
appearance in Cork 1in 1975.
Nowadays, Colm 1is recognised
nationally as one of the game’s top
players with two Ulster champion-
ship medals and an All-Staraward to
his credit.

Indeed, he 1s rated by many
respected observers as the most
valuable player on a formidable
Armagh team. A brief recollection of
last year’s Roscommon-Armagh All-
Ireland semi-final tends to support
that opinion considerably.

Colm’s control over Dermot
Earley inspired Armagh to dictate
matters from the start and the Ulster
men looked the better-balanced side
throughout the first half. Shortly
after the resumption, however,
McKinstry retired injured and, as
Earley impressed, the trend of the
play swung dramatically 1n

"Roscommon’s favour.

Many Armagh folk maintain, with

some  justification, that the
premature departure of Colm
McKinstry cost their favourites a
place in the 1980 decider.
"~ Colm McKinstry first played
senior for Armagh in 1970 and now,
at 32, he could be said to be
approaching the twilight of his
career. Like all players, his main
ambition is to savour All-Ireland
senior success before he retires and,
apart from holders Kerry, the
Armagh prospects of championship
glory in 1981 seem as bright as those
of the other hopefuls. The Kingdom,
needless to add, remain odds on
favourites to retain the title.

One wishes Colm McKinstry well
in his quest for that elusive All-
Ireland medal and one hopes that he
will not be forced to finish as one of
the great players never to win
football’s ultimate honour.

The fact that such legendary
figures as Roscommon’s Gerry
O’Malley, Derry’s Jim McKeever
and Sean O’Connell and Sligo’s
Mickey Kearins, to mention but a
few, experienced such a fate would
provide little consolation for the
gifted Armagh man, were he to retire
without a senior Celtic Cross.



CAMOGIE COMMENTS——

EXCITING SEASON AHEAD

HE 1981 Fixtures List now avail-

able contains a fund of informa-
tion for Camogie players and fans.
The Junior National League already
half way through recommences on
March 1 and the Senior National
League starts on March 8. The Final
of the Junior National League 1s

fixed for April 17 and the Senior
League Final is scheduled for June

21.
The timing of the National

Leagues is ideal for getting the
counties into top form for the Senior
Championship (Open Draw) which
gets underway on May 31. In the
Junior and Willwood Tailteann
Minor Championship, which are run
off at Provincial level at first, the
pairings for the All-Ireland Junior
Semi-finals are Connacht winners v.
Ulster winners and Leinster winners
v. Munster winners and they are
arranged for August 9 with the Final
as a curtain raiser to the Senior Final
- on September 13.

The Minor Championship which
is fixed for Munster this year, has the
semi-finals on August 29 and the
Final on August 30.

The Gael-Linn Inter Provincial
semi-finals in which Leinster play
Munster and Ulster play Connacht,
in both Senior and Junior are down

for decision on September 27 with the
Final arranged for October 18. The

Club Championship semi-finals in
-which the Leinster winners are at
home to Connacht and Ulster travel

to Munster are fixed for October 11

and the Final will be played on

November 1.

The season opens with a gathering

of the C.C.D. winners from the four

Provinces at Ballymun Comprehen-

sive School on March 7.
Howeveritis along way to August

By Agnes Hourigan

and September and there may be
many changes on the intercounty
scene in the meantime. Cork the
Senior, Junior and Minor Champ-
ions, a feat never before achieved by
any county, will have thirty-two
senior players to pick from as the
Junior medal holders are forbidden
by rule to play in Junior
Competition again. Kilkenny the
National League Champions, hotly
fancied for the Championship last
season after their brilliant perfor-

mances i the League will be very

keen to get back in the championship
limelight.

Dublin too have shown great
years but

potential 1n recent
promised more than they achieved

lastseason. Theylost the league semi-
final to Tipperary in extra time and
went down to Cork inthe All-Ireland
semi-final. Limerick, too, surprised
all Camogie fans when they held
Cork to a draw in the All-Ireland
Senior Final and only lost the replay
by one goal. So the Shannonsiders
are sure to be trying hard to make the
Premier Award this time. They lost
two League Finals by narrow scores
in 1978 and 1979.

Congratulations to  Marion
McCarthy, the Cork Senior goalie,
who hails from Ballinhassig, on
winning the seventh B+I Line
‘Camogie Player of the Year’ Award.
The other previous winners are
Helena O’Neill (1974) Kilkenny,
Bridget Doyle™ (1975) Wexford,
Bridie Martin (1976) Kilkenny,
'Angela Downey (1977) Kilkenny,
Pat Moloney (1978) Cork and
Mairéad McAtamney (1979)
Antrim.

Marion has had a most
distinguished career on the Camogie
Field. Last September she won her

13

sixth All-Ireland Senior medal in a
decade. The first four she won (1970-
73) as a midfielder butdespite the fact
that she never played in goal she was

moved to that position in 1978.

A lucky move for Marion and for
Cork as Marion, who was succeeding
two star Cork goalies, Mel Cummins
and Deirdre Sutton, distinguished
herself in her new position in 1978
and 1980.

Thomond/N.I.LH.E. won their
first C.C.ILA. Trophy when their
Freshers won the Annual Inter-
College seven-a-side and they
followed up that victory by winning
the Purcell Cup, the Championship
for non University Colleges.

The Ashbourne Cup s, at the time
of going to Press, being played at
University College, Cork.

Holders U.C.D., U.C.G., U.C.C.
and Maynooth have qualified for the
semi-finals.

In the second level Schools
Competition the All-Ireland Senior
Champions, North Presentation,
Cork, and Maryfield College,
Dublin have both lost their crowns.

St. Patricks, Cork are Munster
Senior Champions for the first time.
Roscommon Mercy Convent are in
the Junior final in Connacht and
should retain their title but their
senior side is out of the race.

In Leinster, Walkinstown,
Assumption Convent are still in the
running to retain the Stuart Cup but
may get strong opposition from
Presentation, Kilkenny. Cootehill,
Ulster Senior Champions last season
have been knocked out and the
honours rest between Kilkeel, Newry
Tech., Bessbrook and Glenavy.

The All-Ireland Schools Senior
and Junior Finals are fixed for April
L1
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@The ID?rﬁiﬁ 't that reached n All-Treland ﬁna for the first time since 1953. Tey are, back row (left IEF:I):

....

.

Peter Trainor, Larry Kearins, Colm McKinstry, Brian McAlinden, Tom McCreesh, Noel Marley and Jim Finnegan. Front
row (left to right): Peter Loughran, John Donnelly, Denis Stevenson, Joe Kernan, Jimmy Smyth(Capt. ), Paddy Moriarty,

LOOKING NORTH (2)

Kevin Rafferty and Jim McKerr.

“On the day Armagh were very good”

ERRY’S first visit to Armagh
towards the end ot last year was
historic. The champions were quite
obviously happy to be carrying the
Green and Gold flag so far from
home and in many ways one of them
told me Lurgan was farther from
Tralee than New York, a town with
which the Kingdom has a very
special relationship. But what made
the trip really historic was the form
of the home side and the result a nine
points defeat for the champions the
final score being 1-17 to 2-3.
Armagh went off like a bomb and
John Corvan stuck it in the net after
75 seconds with two points to follow
up from Brian Canavan and Frank
MacMahon. In fact the home side
was 1-5 up before Kerry raised a
flag, a penalty goal from the lethal
boot of Mike Sheehy followed by a
Tommy Doyle green flag to crown a
spot of Pat Spillane energy. Armagh
led at the interval by 1-10 to 2-1 and
in the second half, flying fearlessly
into the face of the wind and the
Kingdom backs, they tacked on no
less than seven points to Kerry'’s
four. ?

By Eamonn Young

On the day Armagh were very
good. Naturally enough they had
prepared for the game and it is
obvious that each man was well
geared to play well against the
champions. In front of one’s home
crowd a man doesn’t like to be
shown up and especially when the
opposition is formidable the natural
thing to do is prepare well. The
crispness of the northern side on the
day proved this.

Sean O’Neill of Down was at the
game and he told me he was quite
impressed by Armagh’s speed,
fitness and general alertness. “Their
win was well deserved” he said

““They showed skill and class, were

superbly fit in mind -and body
and were a yard faster than Kerry. It
is only fair of course to remember
that Kerry had ended a long
campaign or rather a serious of
campaigns and could not be
expected to be as sharp as an
opposition that knew it had to play

well to avoid defeat and perhaps

humiliation. Kerry had the edge
gone off them while the Armagh
chaps were razor-sharp”. Sean said
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it was too early yet to estimate with
any certainty what Armagh’s future
would be. A lot depended on what
they would themselves make of that
win. They would probably not let it
go to their heads but look on 1t as a
basis for further advance.

Sean O’Nelill, as almost everyone
knows, had 72 players on the short
list for the Railway Cup, and when I
laughed, asking him just how many
had been on the long list, he said that
each man of the seventy-two would
be seen in competitive games
between now and the Railway Cup
as he didn’t believe much iIn
challenge games. “Each man must
prove himself in a real game’ he

continued **and at this moment we

have sixteen Armagh men on the
panel.”

All this speaks well for the
Northern side and it seems obvious
that the improvement will continue
especially as the team is being well
handled. In the League they will
have plenty and varied experience so
they should emerge next summer as
a sound, well bhalanced side.
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Goalmouth action from the 1980
All-Ireland  Hurling  Final.
Galway goalkeeper Michael
Connelly goes to grab the
sliothar while his backs, Conor
Hayes (No. 2) and Jimmy
Cooney (No. 4) look on
xiously
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HIS year’s Annual Congress of

the Irish Handball Council will,
in my opinion, be the most
important in the history of the game.
The delegates from all the affiliated
counties who attend it will be
charged with the responsibility of
charting a successful course for the
game with special reference to the
centenary celebrations ofthe G.A.A.
in 1984.

A new President will be elected
and he like Tom Walsh of Donegal
who is now completing his term of
office and the many dedicated
people who have previously held the
position will be embarking on a
chore that has hard work as its
emblem. He will be the architect of

the new charter.
As I write these notes it is, indeed,

pleasing to record that a number of
well-known handball personalities
have thrown their hats into the ring
in quest of the prestigious position.

There is also an element of
intrigue about the nominations in
relation to Munster for instance,
where we find Caimin Jones and
Mick Tyrell, the Chairman and
Secretary, respectively, of the
Munster Council, chasing the
Presidency. It is a just vindication of
the work both have done, in their
own domain for the promotion of
handball. Jones has been prominent
in his native Clare where the
development of the game has been
his forte, while Tyrell can lay claim
to the successful evolution of the
game in Tipperary. They are
handball fanatics in a real sense, in
that their interests can also be found
in promoting the grass roots of their
clubs back at home or in tediously
tending to the coaching interests of
the younger players.

The same sentiments can also be

applied to Jimmy King from

By Sean Clerkin

Wexford who has many admirers as
he makes a bid for the top position.
During my twenty year plus
acquaintance with the Wexfordman
I found him moulded in the shape of
the handball traditionalist with a deep
insight for the game, a hesitancy to
change just for the sake of matching
the exigencies of the modern day and
also with an ability to match strokes
with the best players in the country.

I always considered Jimmy as
being unfortunate not to succeed In
scaling the top branch of the playing
tree. He has given an amount of his
time to promotional work amongst
youth and like his Munster
counterparts he also served his
apprenticeship on the Provincial
Council.

There was a suggestion some
weeks ago that Tommy O’Brien of
Kilkenny would be in the field but
when I spoke to him lately he
indicated that much as he would like
the challenge, the multiplicity of his
present duties would of necessity,

rule him out.
Ulster will also have a

Presidential nomination in Dick
Murphy of Antrim. He has not been
to the fore in the contest of National
administration as long as the
others, nonetheless his contribution
to the upsurge of handball in Antrim
has been considerable.

Thus the stage 1s set for an
interesting contest and 1t 1s not
gilding the lily to say that any of the
four would fill the position
adequately.

On his election, I am hopeful that
the new President will immediately
embark on a comprehensive policy
towards the effective integration of
handball in G.A.A. clubs so that,
come 1984, the Association can
really claim that the ideal of
promoting all games stipulated 1in

17

| Congress will be vitally important ||

the Official Guide has been pursued
with vigour.

Let no one construe that my
observations have hidden recrimin-
ations.

I concede that much progress has
been made in recent years and this 1s
evidenced from the number of
G.A.A. clubs who promote
handball. However, the fact remains
that clubs are still providing
facilities for sports outside the ambit
of the Association while handball
was omitted in the first instance.

The new President should ensure
that ambiguity in this field will be
eliminated and that G.A.A. clubs,
now in the throes of development for

1984 will be forcefully reminded of

their parallel obligation to handball.

Whither hardball, the traditional
form of the game and is the playing
pool of participants sufficiently
large for the productive promotion
of both the 60 X 30 and 40 X 20
codes?

These are questions that have
been posed on numerous occasions
over the years. Direct answers have

never been supplied as a result
of which we meander along,

apparently contented with two forms
of handball in two different types of

courts. , = .
I have consistently argued over

the years that the potential ratio of
players in relation to the population
just cannot allow us the luxury of
these diverse forms of handball. A
bold and conclusive answer to the
problem 1s long overdue and
perhaps Congress and the new
President will supply it.

And by the same token such
important issues as communications,
a re-structuring of the Handball
Council and the special case of
Dublhin Handball might all find
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T cannot be denied that the fates

have, in the past, been relatively
generous to Kerry’s brilliant wing-
forward Ger Power. The small but
sturdily built Austin Stacks clubman
has, at 28, already sampled more
success - than the majority of
intercounty players experience in an
entire career. To date Ger has won
three All-Ireland medals, five All-
Star awards and was captain of the
Kerry team that completed the
three-in-a-row last year.

A great playeron a great team, the
unassuming Tralee native has
much to be proud of. Yet it would be
inaccurate to suggest that Ger
Power’s career has been a complete
bed of roses so far.

I.ike all footballers, he has
suffered his share of ups and downs
and his glory has not been garnered
lightly. In fact, Ger Power might be
regarded as the most unfortunate
member of the current Kerry panel.

A recurring hamstring injury cost
him an All-Ireland medal in 1979
and almost denied him the honour
of leading the Kingdom to Sam
Maguire success last September. As
it was, he failed to last the distance in
the 1980 final.

Such setbacks would dishearten
many a player but Ger Power’s
enthusiasm and dedication were not
diminished despite the fact that he
had previously captured all of the
‘major prizes in football.

Displaying typical spinit, Ger
fought his way back tofull fitness on
each occasion and immediately
resumed his place with the multi-
talented Kerry team on which he
served with such ‘distinction
throughout the seventies.

Yes, Ger Power is a vital cog in
what is arguably the greatest Gaelic
football machine of all time. He first
donned the green and gold jersey as
a minor but he had to wait until his
graduation to the under-21 ranks to
sample his initial taste of All-Ireland
glory.

He captured his first senior Celtic

A great player

on a great team

cross in 1975 when, as a dashing
wing-back, he played a major role as
a youthful and unfancied Kerry
fifteen toppled Dublin in the
national decider. The mighty Dubs
re-asserted their authority in the
following two seasons.

By now, of course, Ger Power had
been transferred from wing-back, a
position which earned him two All-
Star awards, to wing-forward and
the move was to prove a master
stroke on the part of the Kerry
mentors.

Ger revelled in the company of
players like Pat Spillane, Ogie
Moran, Mike Sheehy, Eoin Liston,
John Egan and Tom Doyle, surely
the finest collection of forwards ever
to assemble on an intercounty team.

Swift, clever, skilled with an
uncanny ability to drift into open
ground even when pitted against the
most  vigilant and tenacious
defenders, Ger was superb as Kerry
motored impressively to an All-
Ireland treble.

Probably his finest season
occurred in 1979 and it was ironic
that he should miss out on an All-
Ireland medal that year. His display
in the Munster final against Cork at

Killarney was particularly memor-
able.
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By Noel Horgan

Sizzling on the right wing, Ger
repeatedly tormented the Cork
rearguard and roasted hurling star,
John Crowley, as Kerry moved to a
comfortable interval lead. On the
restart Cork, inspired by strong
displays from Kevin Kehily and
Jimmy Barry-Murphy, made stren-
uous efforts to recover and were
making progress until Power opened
up again, capping a superb
individual performance with a
splendid goal in the closing minutes.

Ger shone also as Kerry
trounced Monaghan and he
seemed set to complete a great
season when the champions faced up
to Dublin in the decider. But the
injury bug raised its ugly head at this
point and Ger Power was forced to
adopt a mentor’s role as Kerry
stormed to victory.

To compensate him, perhaps,
Kerry honoured Ger Power with the
captaincy of the team the following
year and he proved an admirable
skipper as the Kingdom marched on
to the final with smoothly-executed
wins over Cork and Offaly.

Injury struck Ger Power again,

however, and while his determina-
tion enabled him to lead the
Kerrymen out on final day, he was
but a pale shadow of his true self
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before he retired at half-time. Still
Kerry, though handicapped by
Power’s departure and the absence
of ace full-forward Eoin Liston,
managed to limp to victory over
tenacious Roscommon and Ger
Power proudly received the Sam
Maguire Cup.

It was unfortunate for Ger,
however, that he was unable to make
a more significant contribution as

Kerry surmounted their final hurdle

on the journey to the three-in-a-row.

Ger Power’s immediate ambition
must be to win another All-Ireland
with Kerry this year and the
Kingdom will surely be ante-post
favourites for the 81 championship.
But I suspect that secretly Ger
Power’s main hope 1s that Lady
Luck will desist from frowning upon
him at such inopportune moments
in the future.

The talented Tralee man, son of
legendary Limerick hurler, Jackie
Power has already suffered more
‘than his share in this regard.

The wise and efficient use of energy is the basis of
profitable modern farming. Information is the key.
This is provided by the E.S.B. in a series of leaflets

that include:

@ GROUP WATER SCHEMES

® RURAL WATER SUPPLY

@ DAIRY WATER HEATING

@ HIGH PRESSURE HOSING

® SLURRY AND EFFLUENT DISPOSAL
® FIRE FIGHTING ON THE FARM

® INFRA RED LAMPS FOR CREEP HEATING IN
THE FARROWING HOUSE

@ FEED PREPARATION, GRAIN CONDITIONING
AND STORAGE

® SINGLE TO 3-PHASE CONVERTERS
® NIGHT AND DAY RATES OF CHARGE

This literature gives advice on the energy-efficient use of electricity
and explains the advantages of availing of off-peak power.

Call to your nearest E.S.B. Service Centre
and ask for copies of these Iaa_flats.
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nless, of course, you're covered

by Export CreditInsurance.

Then you're protected against
insolvency of a customer or his
profracted default. Against laws
which restrict the transter of
currency or preventa custormer
from securing delivery. Infact,
you're insured against any other
cause of non-payment—beyond
vour control or that ot your
customer—arising from events
outside Ireland.

It's @ comtorting thought to
know you're insured againstwar,
civil war, rebellion or revolution.

We atInsurance Corporation
of Ireland can give you all the other

facts and figures about the Export
CreditInsurance Schemes which,
since 1971, we've been operating
on behalf of the Government.

So, quite simply, we can design
the best policy for you, whether
vOUu re exporfing consumer,
durable or capital goods; or it
you're an Architect or Engineer
offering design and planning
services overseas. And in every
case we can arrange up to 0%
cover. We can also advise on the
other benetits of insuring your
exports; like ensuring accurate
provision for bad debts, assigning
the policy to a bank as collateral,
concessionary bank interest rates

CORPORATION

COULD VERY EASILY BREAK YOU.

for capital goods; and how
oremiums are tax deductible.

So, contactine Insurance
Corporation Head Oftice, or your
local branch office, or have a chat
with your insurance broker.

Then, whoteveryou're
exporting, the next news you

receive will be O

very good indeed.
INSURANCE

The Insurance Corporation of lreland,
Head Office: Burlington Road, Dublin 4.
Telephone: 601377



BY TOM McQUAID

N these days of recession, when it appears the whole

commercial, industrial and agricultural world is swiftly heading
for near extinction, it 1s heartening and reassuring to come across
an Irish company that is, apparently, quite oblivious to all the
P. H. Greer, Chairman . prophets of doom and which continues to march confidently
ahead into the “perilous™ ’eighties.

Our following article spotlights such a company — by name:
The Insurance Corporation of Ireland Ltd.

Readers will note the Corporation’s phenomenal growth
particularly during the last decade, to such an extent that it 1s now
the leading Irish general insurance company, transacting all
classes of business.

The Insurance Corporation of Ireland, which was formed in
1935, today occupies a most prominent position in the insurance
market for all classes of insurance. In recent years the company
has shown considerable expansion in both income and profits so
that today it is ranked among Ireland’s major corporations,
employing over 500 statf in Ireland.

IRISH SHIPPING TIE-UP

When the company commenced trading it handled fire, motor
and accident business. In 1946, following acquisition of the
marine insurance portfolio of Irish Shipping Limited, a two-thirds
shareholding was sold to Irish Shipping. Thus began a close
partnership between insurance and seafaring which has
strengthened over the years. Indeed for the last 15 years the
Insurance Corporation has presented a ‘“Cadet of the Year”

S . /- award as an incentive to the navigation cadets trained by Irish
A. B. Donohoe, Accident Manager Shipping

In 1973 the company, in association with Irish Shipping
Limited, formed the Property Corporation of Ireland Limited. Its
first activity was the development of the distinctive and familiar

office block known as Merrion Hall, Dublin 4. The building 1s
leased jointly by Irish Shipping Limited and Coras Trachtala

Teoranta (Irish Export Board).

In 1974 the company acquired a 20% interest in Credit Finance
Limited which transacts instalment banking and, m 1979,
increased its shareholding in that company to 77.4%. In 1973, a

subsidiary, The Insurance Corporation of Ireland (Life) Limited

TO PAGE 23

Donal Bergin, Accident Manager
21
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Our new selling policy means you can only invest in the famous Hicks
furniture — from our Bow Lane Works and Show-Rooms.

See our exquisite range of magnificent furniture . . .
Monday to Friday (all day)
Saturdays and Sundays (2 p.m. -5 p.m.)

DINING ROOM SUITES; COCKTAIL CABINETS, &%
i WALL UNITS, OCCASIONAL TABLES.
BUREAUX AND BOOKCASES, ;

Almost 2 Centuries creating fine furniture.

HICKS OF DUBLIN
Bow Lane, West (off James Street),

Dublin 8. Tel. 714344.

(5 minutes stroll from Heuston Station).

WISHING CONTINUED SUCCESS TO THE

’ Insurance Gorporation of Ireland Ltd.

from |
National Catering Organisation
(1977) Ltd. '

20 ANGLESEA ROAD, DUBLIN 4. TELEPHONE: 684324
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_—\ commenced trading. The following year The Continental
)} Corporation of New York was mvited to acquire a 10%
shareholding.

In Ireland the company has a network of branch offices to
provide services to brokers, agents and clients. The first branch
office opened was located in Cork. Offices in Belfast, Limerick,

Waterford and Galway soon followed. With continued expansion
there are now 20 branches, located in Ireland, Britain and

Canada.
| When its new head office in Dublin was opened in 1979 it was
ﬂ thought fitting to enhance the appearance of the premises with the
works of contemporary Irish artists. These works are by people of
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Insurance Corporation of Ireland head office on Burlington Road.

international repute such as Patrick Scott, Anne Madden,
Michael Farrell, Basil Blackshaw, Norah McGuinness, Erik
vander Grijn, John Behan, Brian Bourke, Genrge Campbell and
Edward Delaney.

Exhibitions of contemporary Irish art have been sponsored by

H | the company — in its Dublin head office and in Sligo, Galway and |
' Waterford.. It partlmpated in the very successful “A Sense of

Ireland” exhibition in London last year and contributed to the -

Rosc Exhibition of Modern Art last August. | e t

In 1976 the company was granted a licence to transact Marine |
insurance in the State of New York. The following year it was

TO PAGE 25
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Reconair

BE ENERGY WISE -
USE WESTINGHOUSE

HEAT REGOVERY EQUIPMENT

ARE SOLE DISTRIBUTORS FOR:

* WESTINGHOUSE

* FIBREGLASS AIR FILTERS

* SEVESO BOILER BURNERS

* C.E.M. ELECTRONIC CONTROLS

* SIGMA PUMPS
* DENCO MILLAR

* NU-AIRE |
. @
econair Lt
© V5 e =~ o2 1l =
Unit 4A Coolock Industrial Estate, Dublin 5 GALWAY OFFICE: 093 - 24896.
Telephone: (01) 470611 — 470209 — 470113 Telex: 31356 LIMERICK OFFICE: CASTLEMAHON 59,

Also available on pageboy Tel (01) 972229 Unit 804 547 — 345

BUILDERg

SISK

CONTRACTORD
IRELAND’S BUILDERS

John Sisk and Son Limited (est. 1859) have the management skills and
experience you need to deliver to agreed time and cost schedules.

Specialists in:

Industrial Buildings and Industrial Estate Work Commercial, Institutional
and Agricultural Construction.

JOHN SISK & SON LIMITED

Dublin Wilton Works, Naas Road, Clondalkin Cork PO Box No. 2, Capwell Works, Kinsale Road
(01) 504589, Telex 30302 EI. | (021) 961211-6 Telex 26087 SISK
Industrial Estates Division , Greenhills Road, Tallaght. Galway, New Dock Street
(01) 515422 — Telex 30542 SCON E| (091) 64492 and (091) 68662/3" Telex 38848 SISK
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§ decided to establish a branch in the U.K. in Birmingham. Business
(" ) is also transacted in Australia, Germany, Belgium, France and

The Netherlands, through underwriting agencies.
INSURANCE
CORPORATION

A major growth area has been in the life insurance sector. The
Insurance Corporation (Life) Ltd. has shown dramatic growth

under General Manager, Adrian Daly. The Life Fund at the end of
1979 stood at £5.9 million an increase of almost £4 million over the
1978 figure. Of particular significance has been the performance of
the Insurance Corporation (Life) Grobond Funds established in
1978 which, in the twelve month period up to mid-July 1980 were
rated first and second for performance amongst Irish unit-linked
life assurance funds. The total value of Grobond funds now stands

in excess of £7 million.

A unique feature of the Insurance Corporation of Ireland 1s its
role as the only established company transacting export credit
insurance in Ireland, a fact recognised on its appointment by the

Irish Government to manage a scheme of export credit insurance
for exporters against commercial and political risks in the

international market.

The foregoing success story of the Corporation is most
impressive, performance-wise, but one factor which makes the
company’s achievement extraordinary is the contribution made

by its Irish based management and staff in the ultra-competitive
RONNIE CORBETT, world of insurance — bearing in mind that the overseas giants of
Fire TS“EISE;* the Insurance markets were firmly established long before the

uoin).

staff of the Insurance Corporation of Ireland were even born!

It is an accepted maxim that *“‘getting to the top” is 1% luck and

999% hard work. This fact is exemplified in the case of the
Insurance Corporation. Both management and statf work as a

team and their joint efforts are clearly illustrated by the
company’s ever-increasing growth and profits.

WISHING CONTINUED SUCCESS TO THE

Insurance Corporation

FROM |

BRIAN D. KEOGH

and ASSOCIATES

SDRIEH DALY, 67 LEINSTER ROAD, DUBLIN 6
e Ll TELEPHONE: 964739
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Why
leave it
to others?

Everyday
there are both
emergency and
routine cases
requiring blood
transfusions
in hospitals
throughout the
country. To cater
adequately for this
demand 2,600 blood donations are required
| overall, each week. If you are between
18 and 65, and in good general health, you
can give a blood donation.

GIVING FOR LIVING

when more than just the thought counts

Pelican House  Mondays 8.30 am - 8.15 pm
Clinic Times Tuesdays '9.30am - 8.15 pm
Wednesdays 9.30am-4.15 pm

Thursdays 9.30 am - 4.15 pm
Fridays 9.30 am - 4.15 pm
Including lunchtime.

Cork Centre Tuesdays 12.00 noon - 3.00 pm

Clinic Times including lunchtime
Thursdays 5.00 - 8.00 pm
Fridays 10,00 - 12.30 pm

’l‘h_e Blood Transiusion gervice Board

Pelican House
52 Lower Leeson St.,
Dublin 2. (01) 766981

Cork Centre
21 Leitrim St., |
Cork. (021) 507227

IRISH
SUGAR

IS
25,000 Jobs

its raw materials are all
home produced

it generates £400,000,000
annually in our economy.
And it sends its 400
products to markets
across the world.

Irish Sugar
IS your own industry

COMHLUCHT SIOICRE
EIREANN

(early among the nations
builders).



Careers Contrast

By TERRY McGRATH

HERE could hardly be a better contrast to the fickleness of sporting
fortunes than that provided by the careers of the men who have joined the
ranks of Gaelic Games winners of Texaco awards — the 1980 representatives

John Connolly and Jack O’Shea.

It has all been happening for
Connolly in the winter of his inter-
county career, even in retirement, in
fact. But only after many years of
disappointments, and at the highest
level of competitions as well.

On the other hand, the Kerry
football midfielder has made a habit
of collecting awards in a short spell
in the game, and already at-only 23
he now has every major honour in
the code.

Probably the best thing that
happened in the past year was that
John Connolly did not bow out of
inter-county hurling without an All-
Ireland senior medal. It would
certainly have been tragic had the
game’s chief accolade eluded the
Castlegar club man in view of his
tremendous contribution to Galway
and hurling in general in a dedicated
and exciting career in the top grade
stretching right back to 1968.

Make no mistake about it, John
Connolly’s contribution to the

hurling game in modern times has
been immense. His class, dedi-
cation and sporting qualities
made him one of the most exciting
personalities in the: game, and an
inspiration to Galway over the years
when disappointments and frustra-
tions were their “rewards’ for their

ceasless efforts in keeping a lonely
flag flying in the West.

The fact that the Connacht
county’s lack of major successes
until recent times did not prevent
John Connolly from becoming one
of the most popular and respected
campaigners in hurling 1s the best
tribute to his ability as a hurler. It 1s
easy to shine in a smooth moving
and very successful combination,
schooled in match-winning per-
formances; it i1s something else to
scale the heights consistently

without the stimulus of top class title

winning displays.

But John Connolly did more than
prove a key figure in the game for so
long. He stamped his genuine skills
in a variety of positions all over the
field.

Whether it was at half back,
midfield or on a forward
commission, he went about his work
with a proficiency that made him an
outstanding asset in any side.

The tall Westerner’s versatility
was not confined to the hurling field.
He also represented Galway 1n all
grades of football, and won a
provincial title as well at amateur
boxing.

It was John Connolly the hurler,
however, that we remember best of
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® Jack O’ Shea (Kerry)

all. The hurler who has a unique
position in the annals of the game in
his county; the man who led Galway
to their last National League title,
and then finally retired from inter-
county games on the most successtul
note possible after playing a big part
in that long-awaited All-Ireland
senior final win last September.

He gained his unique place in
Galway hurling as the country’s
solitary representative in the first
Carrolls All Star hurling side. That
was 1971, and it is sobering now to
reflect that nine senior champion-
ship campaigns had to go through
the sands of time ufter that before
Connolly finally won hurling’s top
medal following the show-down
against Limerick last year.

John Connolly made his debut
with Galway in big-time hurling
against Clare in 1968, having earlier
appeared with the county at minor
and under-21. After his All Star
trophy at midfield, he had to wait
until 1975 for his first national
senior medal. When it came,
however, there was the added
distinction for the Castlegar man of
captaining the side that beat
Tipperary for the National League
title.

Galway hurling then looked on
the threshold of championship
greatness, and those hopes seemed
to be coming to full fruition when
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the Connolly-led squad shocked
Cork for a place in the 1975 Liam
McCarthy Cup game. The dreams of
All-Ireland glory were shattered,
though, by Kilkenny.

When Connacht, represented by
an almost exclusively all-Galway
squad, lost the 1979 Railway Cup
final to Leinster, and Galway were
again mastered by Kilkenny in the
All-Ireland final that season, few
could have envisaged that John
Connolly would still celebrate a
““dream’ campaign before bowing
out of hurling.

Yet Galway and John Connolly
were back in 1980 to celebrate a
unique treble — a treble that saw
Connacht regain the Railway Cup
after 33 years, Castlegar take the
All-Ireland club title, and then
Galway win at last the Liam
McCarthy Cup. A unique treble
because that was the first time those
titles were won by teams drawn
exclusively from the one county.

John Connolly, an elegant and
tireless hurler, who won county
medals at minor, under-21 and of
course, senior, was not the only
member of his family to share in
Galway’s heady days.

His brother, Joe captained
Connacht in the Railway Cup, and
in Galway’s Ali-Ireland final win he
was also the team skipper. Another
brother, Michael, also played in the
match against Limerick.

This trio, as well as brothers
Gerry and Padraig, were in the
Castlegar side that brought the All-
Ireland club title West for the only
time. Michael captained that team
for a rare family captain’s treble.

While many, understandably
enough, regretted John Connolly’s
decision to bow out of inter-county
competitions after the All-Ireland
senior final, he could not have gone
out on a better note. While he will be
missed — indeed he has been badly
misssed by Galway in the meantime
as they have struggled in the
National League — the fact remains
that, even without the glory that was
his in 1980, John Connolly’s place

among the giants was assured.

And, how appropriate that his
early days in retirement have been
marked with this latest honour that
adds the Texaco trophy to his
GAELIC SPORT — TYLER TOP
TEN award of 1979.

It is interesting to recall that only
weeks after John Connolly led
Galway in their unsuccessful All-
Ireland final bid of 1975, Jack
O’Shea was out there at Croke Park
as a teenager turning on the skills at
full forward as Kerry beat Tyrone
for the All-Ireland minor football
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e John Connoll

Even though he displayed
tremendous potential, potential that
franked him to even the most
undecerning of judges as a bright
senior star on the way up, few could
still have envisaged that the
remaining years of the ’Seventies
would prove so exciting and so
successful for the young St. Mary’s,
Cahirciveen man.

Indeed, the success story
continued into the ’'Eighties, and
now this cool, sure-fielding and
progressive footballer already has
three All-Ireland senior medals, a
National League souvenir, a brace
of Railway Cup medals, and an
All Stars award for last year.

Kerry has produced more than the
usual quota of midfield giants down
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the years, but the 6ft. lin. tall
O’Shea, who was twenty-three last
November, can already stand
shoulder to shoulder with the best
of them.

Sure fielding, work-rate, intel-
ligent distribution, long kicking and
a consistent level of high grade
performance over the season are
among the assets in the make-up of
one of the most exciting young
footballers in the talented company
from the Kingdom that has already
accomplished so much over the
years.

O’Shea won a second All-Ireland
medal in 1975 at full forward in the
team that beat Dublin for the under-
21 title. He collected further medals
in that particular grade nationally in
1976 and 1977, playing at midfield in
each of those campaigns.

But it was probably in the 1978
All-Ireland senior final that Jack
O’Shea took his place among the
midfield giants. Dublin were going
for their third All-Ireland title on the
trot in the clash with Kerry, and
Brian Mullins and Bernard Brogan
at midfield formed one of their
strongest planks.

However, as Kerry powered to a
famous victory, Jack O’Shea was the
man who captured most of the
midfield glory, and since then he has
been a real power-house of a success
story that marks the last few years as
one of the Kingdom’s most
successful periods ever.

Not only that, the best must surely
be still to come from the Cahirciveen
man, as the experience and maturity
gained from the successes of recent
seasons will help to hone his
tremendous skills and class still
further.

It is odds on, then, that he will
continue to capture plenty of
headlines to make him a serious
contender for top awards again in
1981 — perhaps even in our own
Top Ten race. Certainly, Jack
O’Shea is a gifted young man who
can do much to ensure that Kerry
will be a tremendous force —
especially in their quest for a record-
equalling four All-Ireland titles in
successive years.
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TOP GOALILS

ATS off to Offaly’s hurlers. We

all said that last year, but it
wasn’t until Damien Martin told me
about the hurling scene that I, who
had first seen the county play forty-
five years ago against Wexford in
New Ross realised what great fellows

these hurlers from the midlands are.
If you draw a semicircle of ten

miles radius with its centre on Birr
you’ll take in Banagher in the north,
run east along to Kinnitty and back
south to Coolderry and Shinrone,
That’s the hurling area. From
Arderin Hill in the Slieve Blooms
right north west to the Shannon at
Banagher you’ll go about twenty
miles, and traverse the whole hurling
scene. The best clubs are Shinrone,
St. Kieran’s, Drumcullen, St.
Rynagh’s, Kinnitty, Lusmagh,Cool-
derry and Ballyskenach, a team from
which early in February stretched a
Cork side drawn from hundreds of
senior players.

A comparable area in Tipp would
be a semicircle with Cahir as the
centre, and lying on the south, taking
in Burncourt, Clogheen, Newcastle
and Clonmel, just a section of that
county, while in Kilkenny (where
football has no real status) a similar
strip of ccunty would take you from
Kilkenny city to Freshford,
Tullaroan, Kilmanagh, Callan and

Bennetsbridge. So that’s why I have
great regard for the Offaly men and

hope they’ll soon win an All-Ireland.

By Eamonn Young

for the side and he had a sound game
against Cork. He takes over from
Damien Martin of Banagher a hard
lean-jawed man of thirty-four who
has stood fair square between the
Offaly posts for aslongassomeofthe
younger folk can remember. The
Banagher business man, who ten
years ago married his girl Josephine
from Birr, mother of his three
children, has hurling in the blood for
his uncles Gaybo and Jerry Nallen
wore the green, white and orange of
thecounty. Josephine by the way did
not see her husband play very often
over the years, preferringtoawaitthe
news at home, though she did see the
historic win over Kilkenny last year.

Brother Gabriel of the Presenta-
tion Order in Birr was the man who
set the feet of the little under-12
Damien onthe hurling pathand from
full back on thatteamheadvancedto
the middle of the field in the under-14
side. At sixteen he was in the goal for
St. Rynagh’s and they went on to win
the junior championship of ’63
taking no less than ten county
championships in the next twelve
years. In the under-21 Offaly side of
64 they had no less than thirteen of
the selection and that was almost a
breakthrough for they went within
two points of Wexford who that year
won the All-Ireland. Since then they
have been plugging away and just
now there is every reason to suggest
that they are up with the best. If the

®TO PAGE 40
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Christy King is the present goalie

® Damien Martin of Offaly goes high to save a certain point. [EESEIEEINENETE
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Overtakes faster than a Mercedes 200:
Accelerates from 0-60 as fast asthe BMW 316.
More economical than a Cortina 1300L:

If this headline caught your eye
then you're the kind of person who
knows just what you want from a family
car. You want economy, style,
performance and power. You want the
new Morris Ital.

You'll like the 45mpg of the 1300.
The cruising 40mpg of thﬁ%vely 1.7. And
the prices that start at just £4,320.

You'll like the styling by Ital
Design of Italy, the people who fashioned
such prestigious cars as the Maserati
Merac and the Lotus Esprite Turbo.

Outside there’s the front spoiler

THE NEW MORRIS ITAL.

and rectangular halogen headlight cluster.
[nside, standard features like luxury cloth
upholstered seats, inertia reel seat belts
and push button radio complete the look.
The longer service interval, now
up to 12,000 miles, means more time on
the road and less in the garage, cutting
costs all round.

Ofhaal U.K. Dept. of Energy Figures

Urban  S6mph 75m ph
1.3 Saloon  31.7 45.0 34.0
1.7 Saloon  30.0 40.1 28.1
1.3 Estate  31.7 445 335

You know what you want. You
know how to get it. See your nearest
BL dealer today and test drive the new
Morris Ital.

e [n-'J::]]-:_ﬂdE]‘ll: AA teses [I'?[Ik‘c x‘trﬂinn].
+ LK. Department of Energry (1700ce version )

AL

BL Cars[ireland LLimited, Cashel Road, Dublin12,
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POSITIVE look at some
aspects of the business of
farming is long overdue. We hear so
much news of gloom and doom that
we tend to forget that there isa good
satisfying life to be made from
farming. A  careful practical
approach is necessary however.
Long term planning and develop-
ment brings its own reward. Hereare
just a few thoughts on some aspects
of farming that could be considered
in looking forward to the ‘Eighties’.
A recent survey has shown that
there are about 90,000 rural
electricity ~ consumers  without
running water. When you consider
that water is usually readilyavailable
below the surface of the ground,
these consumers are, .in effect,
denying themselves the wide range of
domestic and farmyard equipment
that so many of us take for granted.
Now 1is the time for these
consumers to join with their
neighbours and do the groundwork
for a Group Water scheme, which
will make life in remote areas a more
practical and attractive proposition.
Money is being made available under
an E.E.C. scheme administered by
various State Departments, for our
thirteen Western counties and grants
to each applicant are to be increased
substantially for Group Water
Scheme development 1in these
counties. Money will also be made
available in certain areas to Improve
existing electricity supply to farm
premises and to extend supply to

premises not already supplied.
In a Group Water Scheme the

reservoir can be filled by an electri-
cally operated pump at night and the
reduced rate for electrical supply can
be availed of.

LIMERICK CITY LIBRARY

REFERENCE

By Tony Keegan

Something to bear in mind in the
West of Ireland particularly is that
hard water is very prevalent.
However, if tackled at the outset, this
problem can easily be overcome with
the right equipment. Preventive
action at this stage i1s much cheaper
than trying to deal with the problem
later on.

Although most Dairy Farmers
have running water there are still
some without fully adequate
supplies. This does not make sense
from any angle and it isimpossibleto
expand economically unless an
adequate supply of running water 1s
available. In  talking about
expanding dairy facilities on the
farm, it is important to make sure
your supply cables from the meter
position to the dairy are adequate to
meet expanding equipment loads —
if they are not this can lead to
failure of machinery and in some
cases overheating of the cable.

There are no short cuts to safety.
The Electro-Technical Council of
Ireland’s National Rules
Electrical Installations must be
adhered to. Make sure that all
electrical work is done by a qualified
electrician.

The advent of Refrigerated Bulk
Milk storage facilities to the farm has
meant that the daily visit to the
Creamery (that was as much a social
occasion as anything else) has now
passed into history for most farmers.
Although there are many who will
regret the passing of this custom, it
has meant a substantial increase in
the amount of free time available to
Dairy farmers even at the peak of the
milk producing season. The Bulk
Tankers fro a the Creamery usually
call each day at peak times and every
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alternative day at other times. The
Temperature of the milk 1s
maintained at 4°C. and eight to
fifteen gallons of milk per unit of
electricity can be maintained at this
temperature, depending on the type
of bulk tank installed.

In these days of making the best
use of energy, precooling of milk has
begun to be widely used. Well wateris
used to partiallyextractheatfromthe
milk before going into the
Refrigerated Bulk storage tank.
There are two factors, however, to
watch for with regard to precooling
— make sure you haveasuitable milk
pump and an adequate water supply.
Provision should be made to re-use
the precooling water that has had
heat transferred to it from the milk
for other purposes.

By the way, youmightlike to know
that advice and leaflets on a wide
range of farming activities such as
piggeries, grain storage, feed
preparation, environmental control
of stock houses, horticulture,
supplementary heating, dairy water
heating, high pressure hosing,
effluent collection and disposal.
slurry collection, agitation and
disposal, land reclamation, land and
crop irrigation and firefighting on
the farm, are available from your
local E.S.B. offices. Why not contact
them to-day — it could save you a lot
of moneyand energyinthe ‘Eighties’.

* * *

In looking forward to the
‘Eighties” — it is 1mportant to
safeguard your property adequately.
There is no point 1n investing
relatively large sums of money in

® OVERLEAF




AN GUM

Nuair a bhionn Eithne Ddna: ' 40p
Dearthdirin Eithne 40p
Tomads agus Eithne 4 ngléasadh féin 40p
Tomads agus an Dochtuir 40p

Ceithre leabhar nua landaite sa tsraith chailidil seo atd
saroiriunach do dhaoine 6ga ata agtosu ar an léitheoireacht. A
ndomhan beag féin ata ann, a gcuid fadhbanna agus a gcuid

spraol.

An Prionsa agus an Liuit £1.25
Insionn an fabhalscéal corraitheach frithchogaiochta seo faoi

mar a chabhraigh ceol na lidite le siochdin a bhunu 1 measc
pobal suaite. Landaite. Do phdisti 10-14 bliana.

Bréagain Dhaidi na Nollag £1.10
Ni Daidi na Nollag amhain ata sa leabhar seo ach Mamai na

Nollag chomh maith. Is mor an spdrtiad. Landaite. Do phaisti
7-9 mbliana.

Tri1 Fhabhalscéal £1.20
T4 muineadh ar leith ag na fabhalscéalta seo 6 La Fontaine a
fhanfaidh go deo i gcuimhne an I€itheora. Landaite. Do phdisti

8-11 bliana.

Preab San Aer ] £2.00
Bunaithe ar chlar raidi6 seachtainiiil R.T.E. Lan de spraoi, de

sport agus d’eolas. Landaite.

Machnamh Seanmhnd £1.00
Fagran nua a d’ullmhaigh Padraig Ua Maoileoin den

seanleabhar cailiuil seo le Peig Sayers.

An Solas Draiochta £1.00
Scéal si a cheap Tadhg Mac Carthaigh faoi bhaintreach bhocht
a raibh mac agus inion aici, agus na hiontais a tharla nuair a
bhuail siad le seanfhear beag aisteach agus a mhadra drajochta.

Do phaisti 10-12 bliana.

Td na leabhair seo agus leabhair nua eile nach iad le ceannach
direach on

Oifig Dhiolta Foilseachdn Rialtais,
An Stuara, Ard-Oifig an Phoist,
Baile Atha Cliath, 1.

no o dhioltoiri leabhar.
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Farm buildings and Agricultural
equipment unless you make
provision for proper Insurance
cover.

Insurance to many people is
something thatisputatthe bottom of
the list — it ought tobe one of the first
provisions you make when
considering expenditure, because
unless you are able to replace the
equipment lost through accident, fire
or theft, by having it adequately
insured, you may have to start from
scratch all over again.

The Insh Insurance Association,
with their headquarters at 50,
Northumberland Road, Dublin 4,
are available to provide free
information and advice on all
Insurance matters and will also
investigate  specific . complaints
against Insurance Companies. They
have produced an excellent booklet,
showing step by step procedures on
how to make a claim on Motor and
Householder Insurances.

A major development in the
Motor Insurance market in the last
few years has been the introduction
by the Irish National Insurance
Company of their Accidental
Damage Policy. Thishasproved very

successful with motorists. Putsimply

it means that quite separately from
your Third Party Policy (which is
compulsory by Law) you can insure
your car against accidental damage,
fire and theft, without fear of the loss
of your No Claims Bonus. The
premium will vary, depending on the
value of your car. One result of Irish
National’s initiative in this matter
has been theincreasingly competitive
rates quoted by companies offering
Comprehensive Insurance.

From the Ist January, Irish
National are offering Index-linked
Insurance cover for your home and
contents. This means that if you
ensure that the original valuation of
your assetsis correctand allowanceis
made for additional items pur-
chased, that the value will be adjusted
automatically in line with inflation
and so will your premium. Under-
insurance has been a big problem



for many people in that theyhavenot
up-dated their policies over the years
in line with their changing
circumstances and inflation. This
method should ensure that there are
no nasty surprises when you go to
make your claim.

Irish National is a member of the
New Ireland Group which has

recentl_y made a  substantial
contribution - to the G.A.A.'S
Ceannaras Fund. This 1s In

furtherence of the close bonds that
have existed between the Group and
the Association over the past sixty
years.

* ) *

The farmer preparing for the
‘Eighties’ should provide himself
with a car suitableforboth familyuse
and for carrying agricultural
merchandise of very different kinds.

=

see which one would come nearest to

We looked at many makes of car to

2 Th .. It HL Esta , em' for farm and family use. _

satisfying the needs of family and far

satisfying the needs of family and
farm use. We finally chose the Morris
Ital.

Introduced to Ireland in
September 1980, the four model
Morris Ital range offers value for
money motoring package — with
two engine sizes (1300ccand 1700cc)
and two levels of trim (L.and HL.)1in
Saloon or Estate form. All offer
exceptional low fuel economy.
Careful attention to detailed
engineering has reduced servicing
costs and this combined with low
insurance groupings and low cost
spare parts, make the Morris Ital a
truly economical package. There 1s
ample accommodation for up to five
adults and theirluggageinthe Saloon
and it has a 12.9 cubic ft. boot.
Morris Ital Estate cars offer the same
high standard of economy,

performance and equipment as the
Saloon range — but combine this
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with 31.4 cubicft. of luggage capacity
with the rear seatin position, rising to
58.4 cubic ft. with the rear seat
forward.

Paintwork durability has been
improved by the application to all
Itals of a new anti-chip *“‘plastisoll’
sealer coat. Under-body protection
has been accomplished by extensive
use of anti-corrosive waxes into the
body shell box sections, using the
system pioneered by Austin Morris,

Extensive testing during the
development of the Ital has allowed
Austin Morris engineers to developa
car with noise levels kept to an
absolute minimum.

All Ital models carry the full
Supercover package and twelve
months unlimited mileage guaran-
tee. Prices start at £4,320 for the 1300
L. Saloon and rise to £4,832 for the
1300 L Estate.

Why not contact your local BL
Dealer for a test drive to-day.

il




places in the President’s Priority
File.

It would be remiss of me to
conclude without referring to the
visits of an American Team to our
country about a month ago. It was
comprised of Vernon Roberts and
Terry Muck from Chicago, John
Sabo (New Jersey) and Gordy Pfeifer
(Tacoma) and they were accom-
pained by Team Manager Bob
Peters, the Executive Director of the
United States Handball Associa-
tion. Their mission here was to
compete 1n the Top Ace
tournaments, organised by RTE
Sport in conjunction with the Irish
Handball Council and Bank of
Ireland, Waterford Glass, O’Neills
International and Cougar Sports.
Their decorum on and off the court,
endeared them to everybody who
came to see them in action, while
their performances, were, needless
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If you've got £100 or £10,000 we’ve got
the right Deposit scheme for you.
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At Lombard and Ulster we’re So why not contact us today at
determined to make your money work  either of our Dublin offices or at any of
for you. - our twelve branch offices throughout

That’s why we’ve devised a the country and start to make your
whole range of deposit accounts. money work for you.

One is exactly right for your needs.

Whether you wish to open your '
account w};th £100 or £10,000, we’ll be (3 HLBmBad! H%U ISter

: - . 54/57 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2. Telephone 685288.
dellghted to advise you on the right Branch Offices; 1 Dawson St., Dublin 2. Tel. 772214
Scheme and branches at Athlone, Cavan, Cork, Dundalk,

. Galway, Letterkenny, Limerick, Portlaoise, Sligo,

Tralee, Waterford and Wexford.

Lombard & Ulster
makes your money work for you
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GREATEST HURLERS NO. 9

“The Metal Man”
of Waterford

By Séamus O Braonain

HE Ware family holds a special place of respect in Waterford hurling.

Charlie is considered to be the visionary who began the movement in
Waterford which raised its hurling standards and its targets to the same level as
the greatest in the land. His Erin’s Own team became the object lesson of
dedication to the game and the example of striving for perfection. Even when ten
years past their-peak they could eollect themselves and by their skill, teamwork
and coolness could handle teams of young lions who had grown up to challenge
them and would eventually supplant them.

By their stimulus and example
Erin’s Own raised Waterford
hurling; and Erin’s Own’s leader and
symbol was Charlie Ware. When,

after long years, Waterford won,

their first Munster Championship in
1938, having played a series of heart-
stopping near misses throughout the
1930s against the might of Mick
Mackey’s Limerick, Charlie was still
there displaying all his wonderful
skills 1n full-back play.

When his county lost the All-
Ireland of that year, on which he
must have set his heart as the seal on
all his efforts for hurling, Charlie
Ware wrote to the County Board to
declare that 1t was time he gave up
inter-county hurling to give some
young fellow a chance. The Board
promptly wrote back that his letter
had not been accepted, that they
begged he might reconsider his
decision for he was “still the best
full-back 1n Ireland”™.

He was forced back into action to
play i the League final that
followed and in which once again
Dublin beat Waterford. After that
he must have felt that destiny did
not have a crown in store for him.

Nearly ten years later the Munster
Championship wds won again and
this time the McCarthy Cup was
carried from the train at the station
beneath Mount Misery and across
Redmond Bridge for the first time.

History makes many fitting
gestures but scarcely any more
appropriate than that which decreed
that the bearer of that Cup and
captain of Waterford’s first winning
team should be Jim Ware.

It took one of those many revivals
of Erin’s Own to bring about such a
cycle of events. Mount Sion had
begun their climb to prominence in
the 1930s; Tallow, Lismore, Portlaw
and Dungarvan threatened the
mastery of Rogha Eireann. Portlaw
were champions and Mick Hickey
was captain of the Munster
champion side of 1938. Only in

_ occasional vindications of their old

pride were Erin’s Own heard of in
the 1940s until one last fling by the
remnant of veterans of the 1920s and
1930s spliced to some newer talent
beat Clonea-Power in a replayed
County Final in 1947,

That meant Jim Ware was captain
in the year of destiny. His place i1s
guaranteed forever in the halls of
fame. But Jim did not have matters
all his own way in his playing days; 1t
was a golden age of goalies. He
established himself 1n.the 1920s,
taking over from such as Con Ward,
Jim Deane and Tom King. Forsome
years Jim (in goal), Charlie (at full-
back) and brother Jack (at centre-
back) held the middle together for
Waterford, while the fourth brother,
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® Jim Ware, the first man to bring
the Liam McCarthy Cup to
Waterford in 1948.

Murty, joined them in the County
team for a while.

From the new Mount Sion club
“Bon” Ryan took the county jersey
for a time; the brilliant Tallow man
Mick Curley was the first choice in
the late 1930s and played tit-for-tat
with Ware for the best part of a
decade. Curley was the one In
possession in 1938 for the losing All-
Ireland: Ware was back in 1940;
Curley again in 1942; Ware in 1943;
Curley in 1946; and, finally, Ware
from 1947 to 1949.

Jim was getting on in years by
1948, but there was nothing wrong
with his reactions throughout that
eventful season. More important,
however, was his technique, then at
near-perfection. His positioning
seemed to cut down angles to
nothing and I cannot remember a
goalie who could cover his near post
so effectively to attacks from the

WIngs.
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prizes and awards with club
or company insignia.

Write or telephone for
catalogue and quotation.

—  Marks of Distinction Ltd
124 Euston Road, London NW1 2AN.
Telephone: 01-387 3772.




Let Allied
Irish Finance
help you
Cross
the hurdles.

Life it seems, is a series of hurdles. gives you more room to manoeuvre. To
No sooner have you cleared one, than enable you to take virtually anything in
another appears. your stride. At a pace that suits you.

To keep a jump ahead, you'll heed So, whatever challen .

' . , ge you've lined up
SOffe expﬁrt advice. And a helping hand rnight now, it'll look a lot easier to achieve
now and then. once you talk to Allied Irish Finance.

When that ‘help’ involves finance, you'll . :
find Allied Irish Finance have the TR,
competitive edge: a fiexible approach that Allied Irish Finance--a friend indeed.

AIF &

Allied Irish Finance Co.Ltd.

BRANCHES IN CARLOW, CORK, DROGHEDA, DUBLIN, GALWAY, LIMERICK, LONGFORD, SLIGO, WATERFORD,
ARMAGH, BELFAST, DERRY, ENNISKILLEN. LONDON AND 15 OTHER UK OFFICES. _

Brangan Luhmann Krught
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Of course, Ware’s appearance
helped, too. Tall, angular and rather
ungainly to look at, Jim always wore
one of those flat caps that were very
much  part of  goalkeepers’
equipment in those days. The long
knicks — longer than most of his
colleagues of later years — were an
added help to the impression of
length, so that he appeared even
taller.

When he stood in goal he held
himself very straight, bending at the
knees, perhaps, but never crouching
from the shoulders. As you watched
you got always the impression of this
great dominating presence behind
all the play with those piercing eyes
glinting from the shadows beneath
the cap-peak.

“The Metal Man” they called him
in some circles, after the tower that
looks out to sea near Tramore. No
nickname could do him more justice
for, apart from his dominating
stature in the goalmouth, Ware
probably stopped more shots on his
chest, body and legs than other
goalies have done with their hurleys:

shots seemed attracted tohimastoa
magnet.

Older followers will dispute about
Jim Ware’s greatest games. Seldom
did he go in for the spectacular, and
his technique made great displays
look quite ordinary (the art that
conceals art), so it was never easy to
identify star-roles of his. However, I
cannot better from memory a
performance which he gave at
Fermoy in 1945 against Tipperary in
the Munster championship.

Against the breeze and despite
being injured he pulled off a
succession of remarkable saves —
some which were going over the bar
— so that Waterford led by 0-2 to
0-0 at half-time after Ware had
defied the Tipperarymen for 30
minutes. At the interval he collapsed
and had to be replaced.

[t was with an injury, too, that he
made his last farewell to the
Waterford jersey, hurt in a torrid
rush of forwards under a dropping
“70’ in the first round of the 1949
championship at Thurles against
Limerick. He was taken off, spent
several days in hospital and called 1t

a day thereafter.

As his brother Charlie had given
massive service as selector, Board
officer and Central Council delegate
after his retirement, Jim gave years
of his time to selection and training
of teams. He always found
something to do for the Association,
and if there was nothing more he
could do for the players you would
find him operating the turnstiles at
Walsh Park or selling tickets at
Poleberry. Here is something that
was written of him about the time of
Offaly’s first All-Ireland win 1In
1971:

“When the Offaly captain
brought the Sam Maguire Cup home
for the first time, that was how 1t was
when Jim Ware brought the
McCarthy Cup across the bridge in
1948. But I cannot help wondering
whether the Offaly captain will be
found, 1n twenty years time,
collecting tickets at the gate of some
field where some unimportant
junior game 1s about to take place.
Jim Ware does that, and in doing it,
does not demean himself, but rather
brings added honour to his
untarnished reputation.”

eFROM PAGE 15

Incidentally Sean O’Neill deplores
the playing of League games in
January and February pointing out
that neither spectators nor players
like them and there should be a real
close-down for a few months.

To examine the other side of this
ball-playing coin I got a hold of
Mick O’Dwyer who, at this time of
year, is able to pause and catch his
breath. The busy Kerry traimner
thought Armagh very impressive on
the day in Lurgan. “They have a

fine panel” he emphasised ““and’can
put new men on the field like Jim

Loughran and Frank MacMahon,
who on the day I saw them, are as
good any in the country. They were a
tremendous side that day; they
backed each other wup; they
combined well and took their points
with a fine confidence. If they can
keep that momentum up they’ll be
very hard to stop in the League. Any
team that beats them in Ulster will
have to be very good. I know that
Down are coming along under Joe

Lennon and Tony Hadden and
Down have had good under-age
teams in recent times but just now
Armagh look the form team. Jerry
O’Neill looks after them well and to
be honest, with a bit of luck I see an
All-Ireland in Armagh. That would
be a great day for Ulster and for the
country. For that defeat in Lurgan
we in Kerry make no excuses. The
facts.are that we were short four and
[ suppose they were sharper, for
obvious reasons but on the day we
were beaten fair and square. Good
luck to Armagh.”

Jim MacKerr the full back, Jim
Loughran and Frank MacMahon 1n
the centre of the field, Paddy
Moriarty in the half back line or just
anywhere, for he’s a smart versatile
footballer, John Corvan, Brian Mac
Mahon, Denis Stephenson and Jim
Kernan are only a few of the
northern bunch who may yet be
better known throughout the
country. Much depends, as in the
case of all teams, upon the way
they’re managed, for a team is
improved individually and collec-
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tively by sensible handling. It is
obvious that the improvement is
directly related to the ability,
tolerance, firmness, and general
psychological ability of the man in
charge.

To-day in the North there are

indeed troubles that slow up the

games effort, but on the other hand
there 1s a wealth of training
knowledge available as a result of
the money the British have put into
the organisation of sport. There are
more people who know more about

athletic training of all kinds in the
Six Counties than in most other
places in the world and all that
expertise is not being wasted.

Undoubtedly the same fraction of

the population isn’t available for our
games as there is in the south but it is
obvious that what there is, has the
attention of skilled and dedicated
men. | just wonder how long it will
take for an Ulster break-through. Is
Mick O’Dwyer right when he says
there’s an All-Ireland in Armagh?

It wouldn’t break any south-

erner’s heart to see it.
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hurling area is small the enthusiasm

is great and a very significant section
of that rural area lives for the game
and longs for the day when the
hurlers of the county tollow in the
honourable track carved by the
footballers some years back.

Damien Martin trained hard and
this strong lean chap found it easy to
stay in trim. Stamina and speed
training were part of his build-upand
he knew enough about life, about
goal-keeping and top-class competi-
tion generally, to know that the talk
one sometimes heard about goalies
not having to be as fit as the rest was
hogwash. It is obvious that if a man
has enough control over his
temperament to stay in that awtul
spot in the first place, he usually has
enough sense to know the requisites
for playing well there in the second
place.

Who were the forwards that
worried him most? All the good
ones, and he said you could never
take a chance withthe bad oneseither
but that glorious ciotég Thurles man
Jimmy Doyle always made him more
alert than ever. “That fellow was a
terror” said Damien **and do vou
know a forward who is very under-
rated, 1s Eamonn O’Donoghue of
Cork. He’s very unorthodox and it’s
very hard to anticipate his shot. You
just don’t know what he's goingtodo
with 1t. I'm sure he does himself .
Then there was Eddie Keher and
Mick Brennan and that thundering
forward Paddy Delaney. It was no
joke trying to keep an eye on those
fellows™.

[I’m sure they didn't underestimate
the Offaly net-minder either who like
all good players was up to every trick
in the game. Thatdayin Cork he tried
— and whowillblame him —to pulla
fast one when he changed the sliotar
for the last minute Offaly free when a
goal was needed. Hard luck that ref
George Ryan hasa special interest in
such happenings since it was. played
in a hectic Munster final day vears
ago now,

Whether Damien Martin will
stand in the goal again or whether
he’ll play an important part on the

line, those who have seen the truly
heroic advance of that small hurling
community and who haveapplauded
the skill and dash of Pat Carroll.
Padraig Horan, Eugene Coughlan.
Pat Delaney, Brendan Keeshan.
Mark Corrigan, Joachim Kelly, that
small beautiful hurler Ger Coughlan
and the rest will feel that the
MacCarthy cup will rest very happily
between the Slieve Blooms and the
Shannon when the great day comes,
as 1t must,

The quest tor a goalie at the other
end of the time scale sent me over one
evening to the Bishopstown grounds
near Cork. The January twilight had
fallen, lonely and chill and away
towards west Cork the storm-clouds
hung moodily over the rolling hills.
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® Ger Cunningham of St. Finbarr's

and Cork.

At first 1 could see little and was
guided to the spot by the sharp crack
of bas on sliotar. The man outfield
had a tluent running style that was
slightly familiar., How often 1
watched him whipping the ball away
from centre or full back for Cork
when Pat Mac Donnell was the finest
hurling back in the country.

At the otherside between thesticks
was the seventy three inch, one
hundred and seventy six pound,
twenty year old Ger Cunningham of
the Barrs who will, barring accident,
stay betweenthe Cork sticksforsome
time. I watched Pat MacDonne,
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drivingin hardonesandthenthelong
lotted shot as the goalie drove them
back.

Afterwards n the dressing-room
Pat told me how. as ateacher over in
[ognaid Ris, he. Andy Creagh of the
Rockies and John Mulcahy thought
that the outfield under-14 player
Cunningham would play well in the
goal. It was a big decision, for Tony
Mullins of the Barrs was plaving
splendidly there at the time. Their
guess was right tor in the Harty Cup
afterwards and then as a minor with
Cork the tall Barrsman, son of great
enthusiast Jer and nephew of the
immaculate Barrsman Mossie and
Pa Finn became a class under-age
goalie.

The tall lad’s reflexes were always
good, he had plentvofconfidenceina
pleasant relaxed smiling way; his
balanced movement was evidence of
mental poise, the ball-control was
good and the one-handed catch was
safe. After the Barrs won that county
final last vear and Cunningham
plaved a grand game it was only a
matter of time before he got his
chance with Cork and that game was
in New Ross when Cork travelled
with half a team. What perhaps we
didn’t know is that the young fellows
were as good as the better knownand
that day, all looking for places, they
proved it, among them the new
goalie. Since then he has played
against Waterford, Galway, and
Limerick. The tally against him in
four matches is two goals, atribute he
says with refreshing modesty to the
men in front of him.

Ger Cunningham trains regularly
and bkes to hurl with Pat Mac
Donnell whom he admires. He also
plays squash which keeps his reflexes
toned up and here he follows in the
footsteps of Noel Skehan who i1s a
very competent player. Ger who
works as a clerical officer in the Cork
Farm Centre at Dennehy’s Cross was
very happy to win the Cork Youth
Awardfor 1980andaltogethersmiles
with delight at what a year that has
been. He 1s grateful for the
encouragement he gets and recalls
with pleasure the moments before
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E have two G.A.A. Yearbooks
for review this month.

1. Cill Dara 1981 (Kildare G.A.A.
Yearbook) 1s edited by Eoghan
Corry (an old friend of ours now
with the Swunday Tribune) and 1s
published by Oisin Publications. I
received my copy from Collette
McCormick (Larry’s wife and a
sister of my old team mate Frank
Evers) one of the editorial
committee. I’'m not going to over-
praise this Annual as it can be
improved upon in layout and other
areas but Kildare are young 1n the
game and I know that the Editorial
Committee intend to keep on
improving and getting the know-
how. The price if £1.50. All the clubs
get good coverage. So keep at 1t
Eoghan, Collette and Co.

Price £1.50 from  Collette
McCormick, 78, Castletown, Leixlip,
Co. Kildare.

Limerick G.A.A.Yearbook 1981 is
as usual a highly sophisticated well
produced annual up to the very high
standards of this county in the past.
But then Limerick with Sean
Murphy, Liam McKenna, Seamus O
Ceallaigh and Co. are old hands at
the game and right good ones now.
This is a superb annual and its 132
pages are full of excellent articles,
fine photos, prose and poems of the
finest order. There is variety, colour

in this yearbook and the whole —

presentation is an example for all

other counties (Kildare please note).
Price £1.50 from Sean Murphy,
c¢/0 Limerick Leader, Limerick.

CUT OUT

This month’s Cut-out i1s Cork’s
All Star Hurler Tom Cashman. Here
is a brilliant hurler whose modesty
belies his brilliance. I'll never forget

his 1978 Munster Final display v
Clare in Thurles. It was his display
which beat Clare that day. As a
minor too Tom was one of those star
players whom you could predict for
star status like John Horgan,
Charlie McCarthy, Martin Doherty
and Jimmy Barry-Murphy all of
whom he starred with later. Son of a
former Cork star, Tom is a real
gentleman and hurler and we wel-
come him to our Cut-out series.

CORRECTION

I referred to John O’Grady as
“Caman” in the Tipperary Star when

----------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
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The Mailbag isn’t too big this
month. So start writing again.

Philip Cashin, Brittas, Kilmanagh,
Co. Kilkenny.

“Great to see Galway win at last.
Kilkenny will come back again. [am
still busy at the scrapbooksanditisa
great pastime. [ am looking torward
to centenary year 1984.”

® | still keep scrapbooks myself.

(J.M.)

John Rowe Junior,
Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny.

“I think the best combination of
backs in hurling were Jim Treacy at
left back and Martin Coogan at left
half back. The best hurling All-
Ireland was between Kilkenny and
Cork in 1972 and the best football
All-Ireland that between Kerry and
Dublin in 1976. My favourite
footballers are Matt Connor and
Bernard Brogan. The favourite,
hurlers are Mick Brennan and Frank
Cummins. My provincial champ-
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Clogh,

- Roscommon.

reviewing the Tipperary G.A.A.
Yearbook 1n the last 1ssue of Junior

Desk. It should have read
‘“Culbaire’”. “Caman” is of course
Seamus O Ceallaigh of the Limerick
Leader. However, this gives me a
chance to salute men like Ciilbaire,
Camadn, Deiseach in the Waterford
News and Star, G.A.A. Digestin the
Sligo Champion, Terry Reilly’s
World of Sport in the Western
People, Carberry in the Irish Weekly
Examiner, Orielmanin the Northern
Standard etc., etc. Men who keep the
G.A.A. flag flying so proudly in our
provincial newspapers.
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ions for 81 are N.H.L.— Offaly,
N.F.L. — Armagh, M.SF. —
Kerry, M.S.H — Tipperary,
Leinster S.F. — Oftaly and S.H.
Kilkenny or Offaly. Ulster F —
Armagh and Connacht S.F. —
All-Ireland S.F. —
Roscommon and S.H. — Kilkenny
or Offaly. My ambition is to wear
the Black and Amber of Kilkenny. I
read GAELIC SPORT every month
and want a Cut-out of Mick
Brennan of Erin’s Own.

® Keep buying GAELIC SPORT.
You win a Kilkenny scarf which 1
know you'll wear proudly. And [ hope
you realise your ambition to wear the
Black and Amber. (J.M.)

Liam Horan (Aged 12), Neale Rd.,
Ballinrobe, Co. Mayo.

“I would like to praise the reserve
S.F.L. which was started recently by
some counties in Connacht and
Leinster. It should be extended to

®TO OVERLEAF
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the 32 counties. This would give
some of the ‘old faithfuls’
competitive football before retiring.
Also it could be used as a stage for
comebacks by injured players.”

® [ suppose the idea is borrowed
from the Reserves Leagues in soccer.
I'm not against it but let us
experiment with it a wee bit more
soon. It suits strong counties like
Dublin but what about the weaker
counties who find it hard enough at
times to get commitment from their
top team. Take Sligo for instance.
Your letter wins you a Mayo G.A.A.
bob-cap. (J.M.)

Michael, 1C Rowe St., Gort, Co.
Galway.

“Thanks for the G.A.A. tie. [ will
wear it when I’'m big enough”

® Send on your second name next
time Michael. (J.M.)

Tim J. Murphy, Shamrock Bridge,
Rathmore, Co. Kerry.

“Football appears faster today
because of the handpass but it 1sn’t.

e

® Action from the 1979 All-Ireland semi-final. Kerry’s Eoin Liston keeps his eye firmly on the ball while Monaghan goalie

Pat Linden moves in anticipation.

Kicking the ball makes for a faster
game. I'd love to see a return to the
catch and kick”

® [im you win a Gaelsport Annual
for your two correct answers to the
December Quiz. (J.M.)

Martin Fox, Printinstown, Delvin,
Co. Westmeath, an old friend was
eloquent on Galway’s hurling
success but calls the All-Ireland F.
Final Day D-Day. D for Disaster.
His new stars for 1980 were Bernie
Forde, Michael Conneely, Matt
Connor, Brendan Birmingham, and
John Fenton. “Watch for a big

hurling resurgence in Kilkenny and

Clare. My hopes for ’81 are

1. That the kicked goal a la Matt
Connor will come back in football.

2. The hurling revival in
Westmeath, Kerry and Laois to be
continued. | .

3. A better All-Ireland F. Final.

4. Cavan to win out in Ulster
again.

5. Brian Mullins to return to
action again.
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6. Junior Desk to thrive as
always.”

® Martin you win a Gaelsport
Annual teo. (JM.)
- Ger Pender, Ballymorris Upper,
Aughrim, Arklow, Co. Wicklow, is
still writing about Galway’s great
year in hurling and John Connolly’s
All-Ireland medal at last. ““I hope he
makes a come back next summer.”
How about it John. The game of
hurling needs you. Kerry did well to
draw with Kilkenny. One interesting
item. Three Mick Moore’s play at No.
15 for Laois, Kildare and Carlow
footballers. How about that.”

® That's a plea I hope John
Connolly reads. (J.M.)

Next issue I’ll review the Leitrim
Yearbook. My thanks to Gerry
Pender for the Wexford and
Wicklow papers. Keep writing to
Junior Desk,

GAELIC SPORT,

80, Upper Drumcondra Rd.,
Dublin 9.



1980 HANDBALL TITLES

NATIONAL LEAGUE 1979/80

Winner Kilkenny (P. Reilly, O. Harold, E. Downey, J.
Downey, R. Lennon, T. O’Brien)
R-up Wicklow (P. Lee, M. Dyer, L. Barnes, J. Doyle,
R. Willoughby, R. Doyle) |
U.S.H.A. MASTERS CHAMPIONSHIP
Winner Ireland Pat Kirby
R-up U.S.A. Rene Zamorano

ALL-IRELAND COLLEGES

Senior Singles Winner G. Coughlan (Ennis C.B.S.)
R-up J. Leahy (St. Raphaels Loughrea).
Under 15 Doubles Winners J. Woodcock and L. Connolly
(Patrician  College  Fethard).
R-up B. Rennick and L. Magill
(St Macartans College,
Monaghan).
Under 17 Doubles Winners J. Scanlon and R. Fahy (Cashel
C.B.S.).
R-up D. Casey and S. O Maolmhain
(St. Nathys Ballaghadereen).
Under 18  DoublesWinners J. O’Neill and J. Scanlon
(Cashel C.B.S.)
R-up J. Leahy and B. Kilroy (St.

Raphaels, Loughrea).

ALL-IRELAND VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS’
B CHAMPIONSHIPS

Singles Winner P. McCann, Ballymote
R-up J. O’Donoghue, Cashel
Doubles Winners P. McCann and P. McCauley, Ballymote
R-up M. Walsh and P. Hallissey, Kilkenny
UNIVERSITIES TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP
Winner Queens University
R-up U.C.G.
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GOALIES

By Eamonn Young
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the big games as a minor goalie when
trainer Fr. Michael O’Brien would
walk down to the goal to shake his
hands and wish him luck. Candidly
I’m very glad he didn’t decide to play
soccer. He went over to Glasgow
Celtic for a few days and spent some
hard hoursstoppingfastballsshotby
professional forwards. They would
have kept him in the group but he
knew he would have to bide his time
for a first team place.

“Anyway” he says with that very
likeable grin *‘I prefer hurling, I'm
mad about hurling”.

That day on local radio when the
interviewer asked him what his great
ambition was, | was sure he’d say “to
win an All-Ireland with Cork”. I
loved his modest reply “To keep my
place on the Cork side”. When I
applauded his answer that evening in
the dressing-room hesaid “Of course
[ still feel that way. But if I stay long
enough I surely would like to win a
senior medal in Croke Park”.

So from thirty-four-year old
Damien Martin to Ger Cunningham
of twenty ‘there are a lot of hurling
years and thousands of slrotars to be
stopped or that have been stopped.
They are both representatives of a
distinguished hurling fraternity that
goes back to Andy Fitzgerald, Dave
Creedon and Tom Mulcahy of Cork,
Paddy Scanlan of Limerick,
Kilkenny’s Ollie Walsh and Jimmy

O’Connell, Dublin’s Kevin Mathews,

and Christy Forde, Tommy Daly of
Clare, Mick Curley and Jim Ware of
Waterford, Tony Reddan the iron
man from Lorrha, Art Foley of
Wexford, and many many more. "
They are members of a clan whose
nerves are of steel fibre and whose
hurling is in the twinkling of an
eyelash and the whip of white ash.
Long may they and their hikes raise a
cheer when the lenther sliotar is
swung aloft. d
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National Football League

February 1: Newry: Down 3-13;
Kildare 0-6. Pairc Ui Chaoimbh:
Cork 1-9; Armagh 0-9. Roscommon:
Roscommon 0-10; Dublin [-5.
Tullamore: Kerry 3-10; Offaly 1-9.
Ballyhaunis: Mayo 1-14; Antrim
1-10. Ballinascreen: Tyrone 1-8;
Derry 1-6. Navan: Galway 3-10;
Meath 1-7. Carrickmacross: Mon-
aghan 3-10; Laois 1-12.

Irvinestown: Fermanagh 1-11;
Tipperary 0-7. Doonbeg: Clare 1-10;
Sligo 0-6. Ballyshannon: Donegal
- 1-9; Wexford 1-4. Kingscourt: Cavan
[-10; Louth 1-9. Carlow: Wicklow
7-4: Carlow 1-4. Cloone: Westmeath

National Hurling League

February 8: Pairc Ui Chaoimbh:
Cork 0-10; Offaly 0-7. Ballinasloe:
Galway 2-13; Waterford 1-10. Croke
Park: Dublin 1-9; Antrim 0-6.
Kilkenny: Kilkenny 2-11; Clare
2-9,

Club Championships

CONNACHT FOOTBALL

February 8: Sligo: St. Mary’s,
Sligo 2-9; Knockmore, Mayo 1-7.

Universities’
Championships

1-11; Leitrim 0-6. Limerick: RYAN CUP FINAL
Limerick 1-14;  Kilkenny  0-4, February 7: Higher Education
Longford: Longford 1-8; Waterford  ppotball League: Ballybay: St.
23, Joseph’s, Belfast 1-10; U.C. Dublin
February 8: Newry: Down 0-9; 1-7.
Armagh 1-6. Corrigan Park, Belfast:
Derry 1-6; Antrim 1-5. Pomeroy: HURLING
Tyrone 0-11; Meath 1-6. February 15: Freshers Senior
1980 HANDBALL TITLES eFROM PAGE 43
TOP ACE 40 X 20
Winner Terry Muck (U.S.A.)
R-up Vern Roberts (U.S.A.)
TOP ACE 60 X 30
Winner Tom O’Rourke (Kildare)
R-up Dan Kirby (Clare)

INTER CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS

Senior 60 X 30

Novice 60 X 30  Coolboy
Senior 40 X 20 Capwell
Novice 40 X 20 Moycullen

St. Comans Roscommon

!

Final: Thurles: U.C. Galway 1-11:
U.C. Cork 1-9.

CAMOGIE

ASHBOURNE CUP
(UNIVERSITIES’
CHAMPIONSHIP)

February 15: Final: Cork: U.C.
Dublin 1-4; U.C. Cork 0-5.
Duichreact Final: Cork: Queen’s
University, Belfast, 5-1; New
University of Ulster 2-3. |

PURCELL CUP FINAL

January 25: Limerick: N.I.H.E.,
Thomond, Limerick 1-4; Mary
Immaculata, Limerick 1-3.

COLLEGES’ CHAMPIONSHIPS
LEINSTER FOOTBALL

February 8: Tullamore: Carmelite
College, Moate, 3-6; Ard Scoil Ris,
Dublin 1-3. |

February 10: Delvin: St. Mel’s,
Longtord 1-8; Franciscan College,

Gormanston 1-2.
February 13: Dublin; St. David’s

C.B.S., Artane, Dublin 0-9; St.
Joseph’s C.B.S., Fairview, Dublin

2-2,

MUNSTER HURLING

February 15: Dr. Harty Cup Semi-
Final: Buttevant: Coldiste Chriost
Ri, Cork 1-10; Nenagh C.B.S. 1-7.

HANDBALL

NATIONAL LEAGUE 40 X 20

February 15: Final: Templederry:
Clare (P. Devaney, N. Breen, M.
O’Halloran, G. Coughlan, Dan and

John Kirby) bt. Cork (S. Tanner, J.

O’Connor, M. Mulhall, B. O’Brien,
P. Morris, D. O’Callaghan) by 119to

88.

Published by ““Gaelic Sport.” Printed by Cityview Press Ltd. 32 Pﬂrtlﬁﬁd Place, N.C.R., Dublin 1.
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Age: 23

Height: 5ft. 10'/ins.
Weight: 11st. 7lb.
Club: Blackrock
Position: Left half back
Senior Inter-County
Debut: 1976

CAREER
HIGHLIGHTS

Tom is son of former
Cork goalkeeping ace
Mick, and is a versatile
hurler. He won All-
Ireland senior medals in
1977 and 1978 at
midfield, was at centre
half back when Cork
won the National
League last year, and
started competitive
hurling this year at No.
T

An All-Ireland minor
medalist in hurling and
football in 1974, he was
at midfield when his club
took the national title
nearly two years ago.

Tom helped Munster
to their last Railway Cup
title in 1978, and was
honoured by the All
Stars in 1977 and 1978.
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ROAD ROLLERS

ONTHE LEVEL

Since their introduction to Ireland. ® All-wheel steering allows

HAMM double vibrating tandem independent steering of front and
rollers have made a tremenaous rear rollers, so that the roller track
impact on the market, winning sales  can be extended by about 60" Of
against the toughest competition. the normal roller track.
Compare the features of the ® Both front and rear rollers are
popular HAMM LV 10. for instance.  hydraulically driven and fitted
and you ll understand why: with vibrators, which can be used
simply if required or switched off
® All-wheel drive, giving the greatest  allowing the machine to double as

posstble climbing and Cross- a static roller.
country pertormance. Full spares and back-up guaranteed
® The roller is driven by hydrostatic  These great Zettelmeyer Machines
transmission, the driving speed (s cut construction costs. Contact the
Iinfinitely variable and controlled Sole Importer in Ireland to arrange
by just one lever. a demonstration.

A Member

of the & Farm Machines Ltd.

IBH Gr .
e PO Box 12 Swords Read Santry Dublin @ Phone 379933
Cork Rd® Middleton Co Cork Phum Cl 2824 28550
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