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",
Caring

To provide the power
which is essential to
;:;:;:Itlilﬁgtsfan{ions A family picnic near an ESB station.
must be built,
transmission lines
must be erected,
rivers must be
harnessed.

In doing these things
the ESB keeps the
environment
constantly in mind.
Careis taken torestore
areas which have

been disturbed.

New amenities

and new beauty are
created and new lakes A

are formed which S i | o
provide facilities SISy S
for sailing,

rowing and fishing.

P S

Angling in a river stocked with Salmun
by the ESB.

Landscaping,

tree and flower
planting at ESB
stations, rearing and
planting-out young
salmon and trout

in rivers and lakes,
these are just some
of the ways

in which the ESB
conserves and improves
the environment
for the people
whom it serves.

Sailing on Poulaphuca Lake. |




MOTOR OIL

Texaco Havoline Motor Oilis the one chosen by
top racing drivers around the world.
The same high performance motor oilthey use
s available atevery Texaco Service Station.
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EDITORIAL COMMENT

T was hardly surprising in the light of past experiences that hopes
expressed here in the last issue that the conservative approach to new
ideas that has been the hallmark of Congress over the years would be
' replaced by a spirit of adventure were not realised at the gathering at
Newcastle. 3

There is little to be gained now in arguing whether or not the delegates
lost another chance to bring a fresh wind of change to the G.A.A. scene.
They discussed the issues involved, and took the decisions, and that 1s as it
should be.

Only time will show if the meeting at the County Down venue will
exercise a major influence on the development of the G.A.A. and on the
games, in particular.
| But in the on-going day-to-day running and promotion of Gaelic
Games there are moves that officials can and must take without having to
walk in the shadow of any Congress. Take, for example, the playing of the
Galway-Waterford National Hurling League quarter final replay at Croke
Park early in April.

Not a move out of the ordinary on the face of it. But the fact is that the
match brought something of big-time League hurling back to headquarters
after a lengthy interval.

It is hard to credit that although Croke Park is the national stadium, and
the G.A.A. prides itself on being a truly all-Ireland organisation, a National
Hurling League final — and the points competition is the second most
important in the code — has not been played in Dublin since 1973.

Many arguments can be put forward for the fact that every final in the
meantime has had a Munster setting. The game is at its strongest in the South
and South-East; a Munster venue is more convenient for the general bulk of
supporters, and venues like Thurles and Limerick have atmospheres all their
own on big hurling days. |

But what about the over-all health of hurling? The game in and around
the capital — where it is struggling for survival — and in parts of Leinster
and Ulster is not helped by this practice of making the Hurling League
decider a strictly Munster preserve.

Enthusiasts in these under-developed areas need the stimulus of regular
big matches at Croke Park if their enthusiasm is to be maintained — let alone
stepped up. They are just not getting enough top matches in the code at
Croke Park just now.

This is a vital point in favour of playing the final at the national stadium
from now on as a matter of course. The sport of hurling would receive a
welcome injection as a result where it is needed most — and any move in that
direction deserves to be encouraged.

As for staunch hurling enthusiasts from the strongholds, they are not
involved in long distance travelling generally because of the geographical
positions of the top hurling counties. Certainly, the travelling is not on the
same scale as in the Football League.

It is true to say that Croke Park gives any final a prestige or status
unequalled at any other venue.

But over-all it is the general welfare of hurling that we are concerned
with. And, a Croke Park setting each year for the National League final has
much to recommend it in the drive to further the cause of our most ancient

game.
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Keep 1n ster
with
‘shoe fashion

Everyone likes to keep in step with
tashion. And Tylers make it easy
tor you-with tﬁe latest designs,
elegant shoes to suit every taste,
in a wide range of fittings.

For Men, tor Ladies, for Children-
Tylers have the right shoes-and at

theright pricetoo!
Step over to your nearest Tylers

branch -and step right into
fashion and comfort.

Forreal value in footwear:

Tylers

of course!
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Clarke had a splendid game
when helping Connacht to their
Railway Cup hurling final win on St.
Patrick’s Day. He also contributed
many vital touches to Galway'’s
National League quarter final draw
with Waterford, and to the replay
victory.

As a result, he collects 34 points,
but this still only earns him third
place in the current chart. Neverthe-
less, as the Galway left half back led
the way in February-March on 38
points, he now takes a commanding
lead over-all in hurling with 72
points.

Top billing in the code in this
edition goes to Eamonn Cregan. He
was a bright match-winner for
Limerick in their play-off win over
Offaly at Thurles in the League in
March, and highlighted a good all
round showing in the quarter final
win over Wexford at Kilkenny by
scoring two crucial goals.

Another bright star for Limerick
against Wexford was Ollie O’Con-
nor, who also proved very accurate
around goal, finishing with 1-5. But
Cregan still gets the edge in the chart
over the two games, winning 38
points in all, with O’Connor In
second place two points adrift of the
Claughaun club man.

Clarke and Moriarty

%ﬂ@%@ take early lead

PATTERN is beginning to form in the TYLER TOP TEN charts.

The latest review covers matches played between March 2 and April

13 inclusive, and results in two players, Iggy Clarke and Paddy
Moriarty, forging out ahead of the field generally in impressive fashion.

Paddy Moriarty is over-shadowed
to some extent in the football review
by John Egan. The Sneem man had
a major say in Kerry's League
quarter final victory over Roscom-
mon at Limerick, and it was his
ability to pop over vital points that
did so much to enable the All-
Ireland champions to eventually
snuff out the brave challenge of a
gallant Armagh outfit in the Croke
Park semi-final.

Consequently, he makes his entry
this year on a top of the chart rating
with 36 points, two more than
Moriarty, who was another star of
the League semi-final.

His splendid work 1n that game,
coming after his earlier good perfor-
mances in the Railway Cup final win
by Ulster and in Armagh’s two
meetings with Wexford in the
League, see Moriarty add a note-
worthy 34 points to the 28 that put
him in third place in football in
February-March.

The Northerner thus moves to the
lead position in the code for the year
so far with 62 points. So, Iggy Clarke
and Paddy Moriarty are already
staking strong claims for ranking as
the GAELIC SPORT TYLER TOP
TEN award winners of 1980.

9

The leading quartet in each chart
over-all are:

Hurling: 72 points: [. Clarke
(Galway). 38: E. Cregan (Limerick).
36: S. Silke (Galway). O. O’Connor
(Limerick).

Football: 62: P. Moriarty
(Armagh). 47: K. Kehilly (Cork). 36:
J. Egan (Kerry). 33: D. Allen (Cork).

The latest charts are:

HURLING

38 E. Cregan (Limerick).... 38
36 0. O’Connor (Limerick) . 36
34 1. Clarke (Galway)...... 72
32 Joe Connolly (Galway) .. 32
30 T. Cashman (Cork)...... 30
28 P. McGrath (Waterford) . 28
26 N. Lane Galway) ....... 26
24 D. Coughlan (Cork) ..... 24
22 J. McKenna (Limerick) . 22
20 S. Kinsella (Wexford)... 20
FOOTBALL
36 J. Egan (Kerry)......... 36
34 P. Moriarty (Armagh) ... 62
33 D. Allen (Cork)......... 33
30 Mick Spillane (Kerry) ... 30
29 J. Barry-Murphy (Cork) . 29
27 M. Connor (Offaly) ..... 27
26 C. McKinistry (Armagh) . 26
25 K. Kehilly (Cork) ....... 47
24 E. Liston (Kerry) ....... 24
23 T. Dalton (Cork)....... 23
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The new Citrden Visa. A full five  (fully reclining front), interior headlight

seater, five door, hGTCthICl( fﬂm”y beam gdjusfment hwo speed wiperg

saloon. Designed from the outset to with electric washer, two speed heater

achieve outstanding fuel economy. with special rear seat heating, rear

In fact you can contidently expect up  door child safety locks, finger tip

to 50 miles per gallon of today's very satellite’ controls, a quartz clock - the

pricey petrol. But the Visa is no pared list goes on and on.

to the bone miser. As standard, it's The stylish, outstandingly

orobably the best equipped car of economical, luxurious new Citroén Visa.

ifs size you can buy. See your nearest Citroén dealer soon.
Twenty standard exiras including ~ He'll be delighted to arrange a test

a push button radio with twin rear drive for ycu. And see how you can

speakers, superb cloth covered seats travel economy, first class.
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The G.A.A.

W WAS tempted to make the trip to the

lovely town of Newcastle in Co. Down
for the annual Congress of the G.A.A |
had expected it to be a lively affair but,
according to all accounts, it was almost
the opposite — dull.

Wasn’t I lucky I changed my mind and
sat at home listening to my phonagraph!

Even the “political”’ debate scarcely
got off the ground, all the reports
implied. One thing that came through to
me from those reports was that politics,
has virtually pushed hurling and football
off the stage as far as most of the G.AA

administrators are concerned.

That has happened, notwithstanding
what the President, Paddy McFlynn, said
in his address to the delegates. '

The G.A.A. could yet rue the day it
took the turn it has taken. The first
paragraph in the Official Guide (the
Charter) states that the purpose of the
Association is to preserve and promote
Gaelic games in a 32 county Ireland.

There is no ambiguity there. The
G.A.A.’s support for the objective of a
unified nation is clearly expressed in the
words “a 32-county Ireland™.

Jimmy Gray, the Dublin chairman, is
reported to have stressed that point
during the debate on the *‘non-party
political” rule.

There is no further need for the
Association to become involved in the
political issues of this or any other day. I
wonder how many delegates present
secretly agreed with Jimmy Gray’s
statement, but were afraid to stand up
and be counted?

get on with
its primary task

should

The G.A.A. should concentrate all of

its energies and talents on the promotion -

of Gaelic games on as wide a scale as
possible, and by succeeding with that
task they are fulfilling the purpose for
which the Association was founded.

@ e )

In my opinion, the Congress made no
mistake when the delegates voted to
retain the hand-pass in football. But I
was sorry that they did not see the
wisdom of outlawing hand-passed scores
— in both games.

The major problem about the process
of rule-changing is that there is no
provision to experiment with proposed
modifications or innovations. This was
tried once, in the mid-70s, but the twelve-
month experiment at that time was not
handled properly. However, it was better
than no trial period at all.

Congress would much more readily
look at good ideas if the delegates knew
that any alteration made in the rules
would be temporary unless their advan-
tages were proven in the only way to
provide proof — in exhaustive trials on
the field of play.

There was a motion on the agenda,
tabled by Roscommon, to introduce a
trial period, but that excellent idea was

defeated. +
[t was no harm to get rid of the

“personal fouls” rule, simply because it
never worked. Referees are still obliged
to penalise those fouls (holding, jersey-
pulling, etc.) but the men with the whistle
have now been relieved of the burden of
watching and counting the fouls commut-
ted by a particular player.

Let me say, it seemed a good move
when the rule was introduced, but in

practice it was seen that the limit should
have been two personal fouls instead of

three. That would have simplified
matters for the referee and I believe we
would have seen the rule properly
enforced if that had been the position.

As it was, the whole thing became a
laugh and it was good sense to delete the
rule, which had been five years in the
book.

[ wondered, by the way, why no county
put down a motion for the introduction
of the coloured card system of warning
and dismissing players. Are we still
scared of taking good ideas from other

games?

The National Football and Hurling
Leagues worked out more or less in line
with expectations. There were no sur-
prises coming up to the later stages of the
competitions.

The hurlers of Waterford made a good
show when they drew with Galway in the
quarter-final (in fact, they should have
won), but they were unable to maintain
their momentum in the replay.

They are a side with some promise,
however, and if their dedication doesn’t
slacken they could do well in the Munster

championship.

I am not saying, of course, that they
are yet capable of winning a Munster
final, but the signs of a revival are
heartening and we could again see
Waterford becoming a big force I
hurling over the next two or three years.

_—__.____—_____—————-—,-—_--_-—_—_
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Future iIs
right for
Tipperary

HE ’seventies did not constitute

a good decade for Tipperary’s
hurlers. It opengd brightly enough
with an All-Ireland success in 1971
but the decade later failed to yield
the championship glory which a
county of Tipp’s standing and
tradition has come to expect.

Tipperary are generally good for
at least two or three All-Irelands per
decade but since 1971 the hurlers
from the Premier County have failed
to capture as much as a Munster
title. Indeed, one has to go back as
far as 1973 and a Munster semi-final
meeting with Cork to recall Tipp’s
last championship victory.

A bleak period it certainly has
been for proud Tipperary, one of the
worst in their history. So bad in fact
that some observers have suggested
that Tipp would never recover from
it.

“Tipp are finished” was the
fashionable comment in the ’seven-
ties and when the county dropped to
the lower section of the National
League in 1978 the pessimists really
had a field day.

Last year, however, Tipperary
showed that they are far from
finished. With a nicely blended side
of youth and experience they took
the League title and got within a
point of the then reigning All-
Ireland champions, Cork, in a
thrilling championship clash at
Pairc Ui Chaoimh.

e Noel O’Dwyer who has give unstinting service 10
Tipperary through the lean years of the ’seventies.

Many people felt that the defeat
by Cork might dishearten the
younger players and hinder Tipp’s
recovery but by qualifying unbeaten
for the league semi-finals this year
the Premier men have shown that
they are more determined than ever
to return to the top.

Three survivors from Tipp’s 71
success have soldiered gallantly
through the dark days of the
'seventies, Tadhg  O’Connor,
Francis Loughnane and Noel
O’Dwyer and these are still among
the county’s key figures.

Tadgh O’Connor, who captained
the *71 side and Francis Loughnane
have received some reward for their
dedicated efforts with recognition

9

by the All-Stars but the sterling
hurling of Noel O’Dwyer has largely
gone unappreciated.

A youthful Noel played at centre-
forward in 1971 and contributed his
share to Tipp’s success, but it was
only when moved to centre back
with the county team that the
Borrisoleigh man began to mature
into a player of star quality.

Ironically, Tipp began to slide at
the same time and Noel never got the
chance to parade his defensive
talents in Croke Park on All-Ireland
final day. Such lack of exposure
caused many observers to overlook
his qualities as a pivot. And while
Pat Henderson, Eamonn Cregan,

® TO PAGE 11




Quiz
Action from a recent Important
NFL game. Can you identify the
match, the players and the final |

score. First correct entry received
will win a years free subscription to

Gaelic Sport. Entries to Quiz,
Gaelic Sport, 80 Upper Drum-
condra Road, Dublin 9.
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Mick Jacob, John Crowley and Ger
Henderson were being lauded as the
outstanding centre-backs of the
'seventies, Noel O’Dwyer hardly
received a mention.

Yet Noel had been turning n
flawless displays for Tipp through-
out the decade even though Lady
Luck hadn’t been very kind to him
during the ’seventies.

[ remember the anguish on Noel’s
face after Tipp’s single point defeat
by Cork in the 1976 championship.
Tipperary were the better team on
the day and Noel was brilliant at
centre-back but a great goalkeeping
display by Martin Coleman saved
the Leesiders who were also fortun-
ate to see a Seamus Power rasper
rebound from the woodwork in the

® The Tipperary team that last brought the
They are: (back row, from left): Michael Keating,

Seamus Hogan, Noel O’Dwyer. (Front row, from left),
O’ Connor, Len Gaynor, P.

closing minutes.

History repeated itself last year
when Tipp again lost by a point to
Cork and Noel O’Dwyer starred 1n
the Pairc Ui Chaoimh thriller. And
once more Tipp missed a vital
chance when Pat O’Neill was
narrowly off-target as he shot for the
equaliser from a good position in the
final minute.

While the fates have been unkind
to both Noel O’Dwyer and Tipp in
the recent past, the future appears to
be considerably brighter. Tipp have
a solid team now and the experiences
of last year will stand the younger
players in good stead as they again
tackle Cork in the championship on
June 22.

Favoured with home advantage
Tipp are in with every chance of
ending Cork’s five year reign as

11

Liam McCarthy Cup to the County
Roger Ryan, John Flanagan, Liam King, John Kelly, Mick Roche,
John Gleeson, Francis Loughnane, Dennis Ryan, Tadhg

J. Ryan, Peter O’Sullivan.

b

y defeating Kilkenny 5-17 to 5-14.

kingpins in Munster. Should Tipper-
ary fail, it will not be the end of their
world as the side is backboned by
youth and hurlers such as Pat
Fitzell, Eamonn O’Shea, Michael
Doyle and Gerry Stapleton have yet
to reach their peak.

Should Tipp win the game against
Cork they will be strongly fancied to
make it to the All-Ireland final. And
in the Croke Park arena Noel
O’Dwyer’s defensive talents would
be guaranteed the exposure and
recognition which they so richly
merit.

Certainly Noel O’Dwyer, who has
given unstinting service to his
county through a lengthy bleak
spell, deserves to finish his career as
it began — on the top of the All-
Ireland ladder.

e ——
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your benefit
get to know

us better

It is to our mutual benefit that you Full Third Party Cover is given on all
should be well informed about the Policies issued.

merits of your policy. | P.M.P.A. Comprehensive Policies in
Because the P.M.P.A. Super Policy  addition cover your car for Fire, Theft,
gives more benefits and better and accidental damage — also without
protection than other motor policies  loss of bonus.

which are obtainable. When making comparisons, it is to
Our Super Policy covers windscreen  your benefit to take all these points
breakage, theft of o into account.

P.M.P.A. gives the best
possible cover at the
least possible cost.

And that's something
that should interest
every motorist. Get to
know more call . . .

personal belongings
from the car, financial
assistance in respect of
alternative transport,
recovery service, legal
advice and injury or
death benefits — All
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may be
spur to

championship

SUCCESS

T took Roscommon so long to

win their first National Football
League title that their disappoint-
ment must have been understand-
ably grievous when it was taken
away from them in March after only
eleven months. There was no
attempt to conceal the dejection as
they came away from Limerick and
the defeat by Kerry. Yet, on
reflection, it could work out to have
been all the better for them 1n the
long run; in the words of the cliche, a
blessing in disguise, perhaps.

It’s never easy to accept defeat,
less so when you are champions, but
particularly difficult as in Roscom-
mon’s case when they had been
struggling for so many years to win
their 1nitial League title. It was
especially galling to them that
possession of the league lasted for
less than a year.

Nevertheless not too long after
that defeat by Kerry I met a
Roscommon man close to the side
and he was able to look on the defeat
without any real misgivings, maybe,
even a little gratitude. It was not, I
believe, and attempt at self-consola-
tion — less so a matter of sour

BY =

MICK

DUNNE
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grapes — when he made the case

that a second League triumph did
not matter significantly to his
county.

He could very well be correct,
especially in relating the recent
defeat to the coming championship.
Retention of the league would have,
in the long run, achieved nothing
more for Roscommon than convin-
cing some doubting Thomases that
the 1979 success had not been a
fluke. This is something that Clare
hurlers know very well, and with
rueful memories, understand. They
won the league in 1977 and retaining
it the following year demonstrated

13

pfﬂfﬂ Pat Lf;&say prou! holds a!af._t
the League trophy following his team’s defeat of Cork in

X 2 ey iy -
5 W
- :'I:':

RO
=

: e

last year's decider.

nothing more than that they were
good enough to keep it. To their
detriment it built up very false
championship hopes for them and
their supporters; ambitions which
were soon afterwards smashed to
smithereens as they went through
the painful experience of learning yet
again that the undeniable, but not
always recognised, truth that the
championship is a much different
business from the league.
Roscommon do not have to start
all over again, but they will begin the
championship in more sober dis-
position than they might have had
® TO PAGE 40




BankofIreland GAA Allstars

These distinctive and expressive Bank of
Ireland GAA Allstar trophies have been
designed by Dublin-born sculptor, Rowan
Gillespie.

They are awarded to Ireland s finest
hurlers and footballers in recognition of
their superb playing abilities and for the
manner in which the recipients exemplify
a true spirit of competitiveness and
sportsmanship.
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SGEAI. nda thMﬁNA le Liam P. O Caithnia

S é ata sa leabhar seo, taighde ar
stair na hioméana in Eirinn
6 thosa ch aimsire anuas go dti 1884,
an bhliain inar bunaiodh Cumann
Lithchleas Gael. Chuir an t-udar
roimhe gach aon bhliire faisnéise
ata fés ar marthain 1 dtaobh na
hiomdna a chnuasach 1s a chur
amach chomh fada agus ab fhéidir
sin inniu. Is suarach a raibh de
réamhthuairimiocht le saru aige ¢ ag
diriti ar an obair, ach aon aidhm
amhain: gnéithe uile an chluiche a
chuntas agus a chioradh go mion.
Gheofar toradh an taighde sin sa
leabhar seo.
Scéal an hlomdna is a history of

® The Ahab!!ague team that, representing Cork, were awarded the 1890

hurling from the earliest times down
to the foundation of the Gaelic
Athletic Association in 1884. The
author has attempted to unearth all
the available evidence about the
game and he has approached the
task of synthesis with a completely
open mind.

Br. O Caithnia begins with the
“golden age” of hurling — the 17th
and 18th centuries — and he shows
how the landlord class cultivated the
game during that period. He then
examines in detail the many varied
aspects of the game including rules,
hurleys, playing areas, hurling balls,
spectators and captains. The author

- - 1 - :
e ps
s, ol
|
i i ) i
F 5

A!Jrefan ur:‘ng title after an unfinished final

analyses the evidence in its contem-
porary and historical context and
gives us his considered conclusions.
The stamp of learning and scholar-
ship 1s evident on all of its 826 pages.

It 1s doubtful if any other game 1n
the world has had its background, its
history and its characteristics
examined in such depth and com-
pleteness. This book represents
almost twenty years of research and
is one of the most significant books
ever published in the Irish language.

Available from all leading book-
sellers for £8.50 + VAT.

ALL-IRELAND
RLING GHAMPIO
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at Clonturk against Castlebridge (Wexford). The score in the twenty one-a-side game was 1-6 to 2-2. All of the team would

have begun their hurling before the foundation of 1

he Gaelic Athletic Association in 1884 and thus are probably

representative of the best in hurling at the end of the period covered by Scéal na hlomdna (See above). They are Back Row

(from left): J. Buckley, D. Linehan, D. Looney, LY. Dr

ew, D. Lane (capt.), J. Henchion, J. O’Connor, T. Twomey, M.

Horgan, P. Buckley. Front Row: P. O'Riordan, J. Reilly, T. Kelleher, D. Sullivan, T. 'Gﬂﬂd, Rev. A. O’Riordan, D. Horgan,
- E. Reilly, J. Linehan, J. Kelleher, J. Sullivan, P. Riordan.
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Gabriele Liittmann, Amsterdam Strasse 2, Diisseldorf.
At home with Kerrygold.

Gabriele Liittmann has commuting down to
a fine art. She lives in Dusseldorf and works in
Cologne. And where Gabriele goes, her bicycle
goes too-in the boot of the car.
“I'mreally a country person.’ she said. “And
I like tospend as much time as I can in the open”
She likes Kerrygold butter and cheese
because they have a country fresh taste.
“I know they’re Irish and Ireland is stil

one country that’s unspoilt”

We're proud that Ireland has such a fine
reputation fordairy produce,athome and abroad.
That the Kerrygold name is special in more than
eighty countriesaround the world. Because of the
Irish farmers’ skill and care. Because of the strict
quality control in the creameries.

And we're very pleased that people like

Gabriele feel at home with Kerrygold.

Irish International
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Eamonn Cregan §
one of the
all-time stars

of hurling

AST month Limerick scored a narrow victory over Offaly to qualify for
the quarter finals of the National hurling league and Eamonn Cregan
emerged as the star of the game, notching 2-4 of the Shannonsiders’ total of 2-6.

Nothing unusual about that, one
might say, as Cregan has been
scoring freely for the best part of two
decades and has stamped indelibly
his name among the all-time greats
of hurling.

The significance of Cregan’s latest
scoring feats and general sharpness
only becomes apparent when it 1s
recalled that at the start of the year
County Board officials in Limerick
were prepared to entice the Claug-
haun veteran into premature retire-
ment. Eamonn was appointed a
county senior selector for 1980.

His playing career became
threatened when Limerick officials
seemed determined to enforce a bye-
law which prevented a person from
filling a dual role as player-cum-
selector with the county seniors. It
seemed a ridiculous rule but Lime-
rick folk could have accepted it
without undue fuss if Eamonn
Cregan had even hinted that he was
prepared to bring the curtain down
on his 1illustrious career.

- After all, Cregan had given great
service to the county team and it
would have been understandable if

he believed that after fifteen years or

so in top flight hurling he had

By
NOEL HORGAN

contributed enough as a player. But
Eamonn made no secret of the fact
that he wished to remain on as a
player and his enthusiasm seemed as
fresh as ever.

It seemed absurd that Limerick
were prepared to dispense with
Cregan’s services especially as the
county was still suffering from the
enforced departure of mighty full-
back Pat Hartigan. With due respect
to the county, I think it fair to say
that in recent years Limerick hasn’t
been overflowing with top-class
hurlers.

Occasionally, they can produce a
fine team like that which took All-
Ireland honours in 1973 but
generally they have not the
strength of counties like Cork,
Tipperary and Kilkenny. And rare-
ly, in the recent past, have they
managed to produce a hurler of
Eamonn Cregan’s calibre.

Yet the Shannonsiders were pre-
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Eamonn Cregan of Limerick.

pared to let the hurling star out to
pasture regardless of the fact that
Cregan believed he still had some-
thing to contribute. Fortunately for
Limerick, sanity prevailed and
Cregan was allowed to resume his
hurling for the latter part of the
league. His impressive form against
Offaly confirmed the wisdom of that
decision.

It must be obvious by now that I
have great admiration for Eamonn
Cregan as a hurler. I make no
apologies for that. I regard him as
the most accomplished Limerick

player I have seen since I first began

to take a serious interest in hurling
as a youth in the early ’sixties. And
were I asked to pick a team
consisting of the best players of the
past two decades I would auto-
matically include Cregan in attack.

He has had a tremendous career,
gaining prominence firstly as an All-

e TO PAGE 19
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Limerick’s captain Eamonn Grimes
which Limeric

® FROM PAGE 17

Ireland colleges captain with Lime-
rick CBS and as a county minor star.
During a lengthy senior career
which brought him every honour
available, Eamonn provided many
memorable moments for hurling
purists everywhere.

A few highlights immediately
spring to mind. There was that
breath-taking attacking perform-
ance from a youthful Cregan which
helped unfancied Limerick to pro-
vide the hurling shock of the decade
when toppling Tipperary in the
Munster championship at Cork in
1966.

Tipp were heading for three All-
Irelands on the trot and John Doyle
was seeking to break Christy Ring'’s
record of eight gold medals but
while the men in blue and gold were
regarded as almost unbeatable at the
time, the electrifying speed and skill
of Eamonn Cregan as he winged his
way repeatedly through the Tipp

g e s I £l a3 .-: ] @ r B
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defence inspired Limerick to great
heights.

Not even such legendary names as
John and Jimmy Doyle, Liam
Devaney, Theo English, Tony Wall
and Donie Nealon could save
Tipperary that day.

Then there was 1973 when Lime-
rick had moulded a strong panel of
players but had a weakness at
centre-back. Cregan was a star
forward at the time but he had such
natural hurling ability that the
selectors felt he was the only player
to solve the vital pivotal problem.

Into the breach stepped Eamonn
and he played a major role in the No.
6 jersey as Limerick took the Liam
McCarthy Cup for the first time
since the great days of Mick Mackey
and his men.

And what of Cregan’s display of

lethal opportunism when grabbing

four goals as Limerick succumbed to
Cork in the 1976 Munster final at
Piirc Ui Chaoimh. And the icy
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leads his team into history in the paratie
k beat Kilkenny (seen in background) 1-21 to I-14.

before the 1973 All-Ireland final in

e
......

coolness he displayed when slipping
over an equalising “seventy’’ in the
last minute of the 1975 Munster
semi-final against Tipperary. And
e .

One could go on and on recalling
the heroic deeds of this great
Limerick player. Admittedly at
thirty-four, one must concede that
he is probably past his prime. The
craft and skills are still there, but,
naturally enough, he no longer
possesses the speed of his youth. But
Eamonn’s experience will be invalu-
able in complimenting the exuber-
ance of young forwards like Ollie
O’Connor and Brian Carroll.

Even if Limerick fail to win
another major honour before
Eamonn Cregan retires, his guid-
ance now could help lay a founda-
tion for the Shannonsiders in the
’eighties. At any rate, Limerick
stand a greater chance of success this
year with Eamonn Cregan in the
side rather than on the sideline.
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 HANDBALL

By Sean Clerkin

OW fickle we are 1n the

assessment of human endea-
vour. When the Champion 1s
crowned the notion, generally, is to
consider his fortress impregnable
and when he falters we readily lay
claim to the defects we had always
evidenced in his armoury. The
handballer who climbs to the top of
the tree 1s no less susceptible to the
vagaries of our views.

In the fall of last year, I joined
those who, having witnessed the rise
of Kildareman Tom O’Rourke to
the higher echelon of the playing
stars predicted that he would be our
National Softball Champion for
many a year.

Now I am not so sure. Not that
O’Rourke has lost any of the skills or
crafts that lofted him to the top but
that a couple of players are emerging
who may seriously challenge him for
the blue riband of Irish Handball.

Enter the veteran Pat McGarry
from Limerick, who, since winning
the hardball singles title last year has
acquired a new 1mpetus in the
associate fields of confidence and
determination. I spoke to him a few
months back and he made no
excuses for indicating that he was
going to make a last ditch stand this
year to win the Softball Title.

His achievement some weeks later
in giving champion O’Rourke a
roasting in the final of the Railway
Cup was more proof of his deter-
mination to achieve his only unful-
filled handball ambaition.

Watch for the scorching exploits
of McGarry in our ballcounts during
the coming months.

But he is not the sole challenger to
O’Rourke’s superiority.

It would be folly to dispense with
the hopes of Tipperary’s Tony Ryan
from Ballypatrick who is developing
into a mature handballer and seems
set, ultimately to win the blue
riband.

Last year, with not a little help
from his brother Noel he was the star
of the junior grade and the opening
months of this season saw him re-
emerge, no less enthusiastic, armed
with a few new techniques and
geared for the big entry into senior
ranks. I doubt if he has the capacity,
just yet, to win outright, but, those
who do beat him will have earned
their spurs the hard way.

Indeed, Ryan could make his
senior mark in doubles where he will
be joined by his brother Noel or even
in the 40 X 20 code at which he is
equally proficient. But then Pat
Kirby lurks in the background and
that tells its own tale.

With the Kirby brothers, Pat and
Mick out of the senior 40 X 20
doubles championship, an event
they monopolised for the last five
years, the way 1s clear for the
installation of new champions. In
the process, we should witness some
top quality games, a fresh approach
by prospective champions to the
important facets of techniques and
standards and, thereby, a general
upgrading of the 40 X 20 code.

Watch out in the next few months
for some rare handballing feats from
the younger players. There’s Billy
Bourke the Kilkenny Dynamo who
plays the traditional or American
style game with equal efficiency, the
Downey Brothers from the same
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county, Pat Cleary and John Flem-
ing of Wexford. Ger Coughlan from
Clare or Francis McCann who
carries the hopes of Sligo Handball.

It would be a dis-service to them if
I signed off this month without
complimenting the Cork delegates
who came to the Handball Congress
this year and ably sponsored a
successful motion to the effect that
the Irish Handball Council call on
the G.A.A. Central Council toissue a
clear directive to all units of the
Association to ensure that handball
is promoted in keeping with the aims
of the Official Guide. They also
requested that the construction of
handball courts be given priority
over facilities for games which are
presently being promoted by
G.A.A. Clubs in contravention to
the aforementioned aims.

The Cork representatives were, of
course, giving vent to their feelings
in relation to the number of Clubs
who build squash courts in prefer-
ence to handball courts.

This 1s a hobby horse which I have
ridden through the pages of “Gaelic
Sport” for a decade or more and am
still mystified as to why clubs decide
to promote a sport with no relevance
to their Parent- Organisation in
preference to a game that has been
in the charter since the early days
and has few equals in terms of sheer
skill and health giving properties.
Kudos to the Cork Boys for bringing
the issue to the forefront.

I will be disappointed if the
Principals of the G.A.A. do not act
and enlighten all units of the
Organisation where their responsi-
bilities lie i1n relation to the pro-!
motion of games.
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O’Hara’s star

NE of the great prospects of the time, in the second half of the

shines again

BY JIM BENNETT

L1

seventies was, surely, Dick O’Hara, the upstanding young fellow
from Kilkenny who seemed cut out to make one of the best full-backs or
corner-backs of his day. And all seemed to be set fair for his progress
when he went straight from minor ranks through a rapid transition in

under-21 to the senior county team.

A strong young man of the land,
he was better equipped than most
for a quick promotion, for he had
the physique and the strength to go
with the skill which most good
minors have. Come to think of it, it
is not unconnected with the lack of
physical readiness of minors that
there is a large fall-off of potential
players at that stage. The successful
minors have the taste of that rarified
quality in the air at the top; they are
reluctant to have to back-track into
the obscurity of, perhaps, junior
club hurling.

Yet, they are physically unequal

learnt hard-sense and cunning in his
urban environment. To-day, if any-
thing, the pattern has reversed itself
Indeed, the progress of young
Kilkenny hurlers indicates that this

is, indeed, the case.

Earning experience and his spurs
in the senior side looked to be a
matter of time for O’Hara. In game
after game he was seen to effect,
dropping from corner into full back
berth which needed filling at that

time for the senior team. Admitted-
ly there were lessons to be learnt too

at some cost, such as what could
happen as a result of only very small

to the harder play in the senior grade Imiscalculations or hesitations in a

at inter-county competition. Patience
is usually all they require to have a
near-certain future in the senior
ranks. But, often, they do not have
that patience, and when their turn
would have come, they are either
rusting away and not half the players
they were, or else they have lost the
interest they used to have (for one or
other of dozens of reasons).

Dick O’Hara personified the rural
hurler in his natural physical advan-
tage over the urban one — though
once upon a time it was thought that
the young town lad always had a
head start on his country cousin
because he was thought to have

big game, like the League final
against Clare in 1977.

Then, last year, we were distressed
to hear suggestions that young
O’Hara would have to retire from
the game. Previously he had a
prolonged string of unlucky acci-
dents of one kind or another, on and
off the field, an eye injury being the
culmination.

It has been with great pleasure we
have seen him return to the game
after a suitable rest and steadily
pursue a recovery of form and
confidence. The old talents were
unimpaired; it was not long until the
confidence came back. Then the
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Dick O’Hara of Kilkenny.

appetite was reawakened. Realisa-
tion soon dawned that the spell of ill-
luck was just one of those black
spells in which life seems to be
aiming all its accidents at you.
This spring it can have brought
fresh impetus to O’Hara’s drive to
establish his name in the game when
he was selected for Leinster. Admit-
tedly the defeat by Connacht was
not the happiest of conclusions to
that part of the story, but that was
not what really mattered. The
renewal of a fine and promising
career has been brought about and
we shall not be deprived of the
pleasure of watching it develop.




The Editor, Tommy McQuaid . . .

HERE has been much talk

about doing away with scores
from the hand in hurling and foot-
ball. As one of the greatest ex-
ponents of the palmed goal, what are
your views on this matter? Would
the game lose out by such a move?
Would 1t prove a case of handicap-
ping forwards to the benefit of
defenders and goalkeepers?

Tony Doran: I think we should
allow palmed scores. Hurling, in
particular, would lose out a great
deal if this rule was changed. A
forward positioned in front of goal
who could have his hurley knocked
or pulled from him or, unknown to
the Referee, held by a defender,
must have an alternative means of
scoring. I think being allowed to
kick a score would not be a satis-
factory alternative as it is much
sloppier and with hurleys flying —
rather dangerous.

Ed.—Wexford have not won the
National Hurling League since 1973.
Can you put forward any special
reason for the poor record orisita
case that Wexford are not treating
the League seriously?

T.D.—Wexford have prepared
reasonably well for the League in
recent years and have been a little
bit unlucky, narrowly losing two
semi-finals after re-plays and extra
time, to Clare in 1976 and Kil-

_ kenny in 1978, respectively.
Ed.—Many contend that Wex-
ford play better with the sun on their

'TALKING WITH TO!
DORAN

MASTER OF THE PALMED GOAL

TON Y Doran has scored some great and telling goals in hurling over the
years. He must rank, in fact, as one of the best exponents ever of the
palmed goal

Tony has been a regular with the Wexford senior team since 1967. He won his
only All-Ireland senior medal in 1968, and was in Wexford's National League
title winning side of 1973.

In a wide-ranging interview with GAELIC SPORT Editor Tommy McQuaid,
Tony t1alks about hurling, palmed scores, the Railway Cup, and Wexford
prospects for 1980 among other topics.

backs. Do you go along with this
theory? You might also like to give
me your views in this regard on the
closed season. Is it long enough?
T.D.—It is true Wexford play
better on a firm and dry sod as their
style of play is better suited to
these type of conditions. A closed

apart”,
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season extending from about mid-
November to mid-February would
be ideal. However, we must be
realistic and understand that with
s0 many games, at all the differ-
ent levels, this would be very

difficult. I would not like to see a

closed season any longer than that

suggested above.

Ed.—What are your views on
the Open Draw? As you know, it was
introduced in Leinster for 1980 and
we will have Wexford and Kilkenny
meeting in a Semi-final. Some
maintain the Leinster Final will
lose much of its glamour as a result.
How do you feel about this?

T.D.—I would not like to see an

open draw which would mean doing

away with Provincial Champion-
ships. I don’t think any open draw
pairings could match the glamour
and excitement of Provincial

Finals. Wexford-Kilkenny Leinster

Hurling Finals have been very

special to both counties, since



the early fifties and also have
very often provided the outstand-
ing game of the year; nevertheless
I think with this new system we
will still have an outstanding
Provincial Final in July next.
Ed.—You have had a great
innings in the Railway Cup. Many
say the competition should be
scrapped because of falling attend-
ances. Are they important to the

hurlers?
T.D.—Railway Cups I think must

continue. It is a great honour for the
top players from the different
counties to play together at Inter-
provincial level and it must surely
help the weaker counties to have
their top players chosen to represent
their province. |

In Leinster, any hurlers with

whom’] have had any contact over

the years, regard the Railway Cup

as a very important competition.

Ed.—What is the Club scene like
in Wexford? There have been some
rumblings from there concerning
recent championship matches. How
1s the game progressing in the
County?

T.D.—I think overall Club hurl-
ing in Wexford is as strong as ever it
was. It may have fallen off a bit in
some areas but then against that
new areas have emerged as strong
forces. However, among the youth,
I think too much emphasis is placed
on having competition at an early
age and not enough attention given

Ireland final.

to practising the various different

skills.

Ed.—While on local matters—
how 1s Wexford placed for young
talent just now? Have you seen many
rising stars with the ability to get
Wexford back into the top bracket?

T.D.—I think Wexford are
reasonably well fixed for young
talent just now. If it can be put
together properly — I think there is
enough of it to put Wexford back in
the top bracket.

Ed.—Referees and refereeing pro-
vide plenty of talking points. Do you
feel that Referees generally are as
well versed in the Rules as they
should be? Have you any thoughts
on the methods of appointing
Referees for Leinster and All-

Ireland Finals?
T.D.—1I think we should try to
get more general application of the
Rules by the Referees, as different
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Referees may apply a certain rule in

a different manner. The top

Referees should continually be

chosen to referee the top games.

Ed.—No doubt you admired
many hurlers in your youth as the
Wexford revival was then in full
bloom. Who were your boyhood
heroes?

T.D.—Wexford had so many
heroes when they hit the top in the
“fifties’” — it is hard to single out
any. However, I think the late
Nicky Rackard was really some-
one apart.

Ed.—Finally, Tony, what of
Wextord’s prospects in the coming
Championship?

T.D.—I think Wexford’s Cham-
pionship chances are just about as
good as the rest of the counties and
with a bit of luck going our way,
you'd never know — anything could
happen.
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Joyce (Galway) “‘big and strong . .. long in

BF

BY JAY DRENNAN ' 4]

Billy
the leg, strong in the hip, a workhorse . . .
thing, taking the responsibility and
laying 1t where all “bucks must
stop’” — at the players’ feet.
Strength and durability must be

Y T is, as near as makes no difference, a decade since Billy Joyce
came upon the scene with Galway footballers, big and strong, high in

the shoulder, long in the leg, strong in the hip, a work-horse he looked
even then, but who would have thought he would have exerted his efforts

in the county’s interests all this time?

If one could see into the future so
as to know that Galway would have
comparatively little success in that
spell (and that would have taken a
special kind of crystal ball to prove
since Galway seemed to be the team
most likely to keep slicing oft hunks
of success for itself throughout the
seventies) who would think that any
man could be found to carry the
burden of the midfield toil so long?

A decade in the ascendant is quite
reasonable to expect but not one
during which a greatly successful
county went into a long decline. Of
course there were the occasional
tantalising fruits of success seeen
dangling near to hand, but snatched
away again in disappointing results
in All-Ireland semi-finals.

The end of the three-in-a-row era
brought in Jimmy Duggan for the
last of the medals and the years
immediately afterwards. Joyce 1s
associated in the minds of followers
as the good right hand — the honest
collaborator, the strong bearer of

the brunt of the day and the heats —
who seemed to foreshadow a new
era in which Duggan’s full potential
might be fully released as craftsman
rather than labourer.

There were numerous occasions
when Joyce and Duggan seemed set
fair to make a great partnership.
They may have been a great
partnership unknown to us, because
the rest of the team which Galway
fielded always seemed to spring
leaks which distracted attention
from the midfield and, perhaps,
clouded over great work in the
overall team failure. '

Billy Joyce, however, works on
with an enthusiastic heart. Perhaps,
he must feel, there is some reward
for long allegiance in the end of all.
Perhaps this year may be the year;
this new combination may be the
team that will do it; perhaps, even,
the management vacuum which
occurred after too many had failed
to weld an assorted bunch into a
strong team unit will be the best
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part of any player who goes through
a decade of inter-county football,
much of it in the highest company.
Joyce was strong; he had good
hands; big heart, was a man who
could yield several points of his own
advantage to the overall good of the
team — something, perhaps, that
not all Galway players of the decade ,
just past have been willing to do.
Gainly he was not; gainly he 1s
not, even now. Elbows jut and knees

" likewise. Some expenditure of start-

ing fuel is needed before he gets into
full flow . . .-but in motion he 1s a
formidable force. None will accuse
him to his face of over-accurate
kicking, and sometimes he has
chalked up scores that suggested the
same amount of coincidence as
when “the cow killed the hare’.

But, good servants and hard-
workers are rarer these days than
ever before and Joyce’s worth shines
like a jewel in that context. He would
richly deserve any major honour
should Galway stir themselves to
win one in the next year or two.
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HE tempo in Gaelic Games is
beginning to quicken just now,
as the National Leagues build up to
an exciting climax, and the cham-
pionships generally also get under
way. So, ON THE SPOT . . .returns
in this issue to give YOU a chanceto
judge just how expert YOU are on
recent events in hurling and football.
The quiz has three separate
sections, each of ten questions. One
features the Hurling League,
another the Football League, and
the quiz winds up with a look at
some happenings in the various
championships.

As usual points are awarded for
each question to give that little extra
competitive edge to the quiz. Mark
in your score in the spaces provided,
and so learn how YOU measure up
all round.

I start with the:

HURLING LEAGUE
. You will probably remember
that Tipperary beat Galway in last
year’s national final. But where was
that game played? ..............
2. Galway did not score a goal in
that game. True or false? ........
3. Tipperary’s win was their first

in a final since 1968, 1970 or 1972?
4. When did Galway last win the
National Hurling League? .......
5 The two hurlers pictured here
played in last year’s final. Who are
they?

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

6. The last title win by a Leinster |

county was in 1976. Name the
successful county? ..............

7. Tipperary have won more
Hurling Leagues than any other
county. Help yourself to a five
points bonus if you list their tally of
titles correctly

8. When did Cork last win the
Hurling League?

9. Who was in goal for Galway 1n

lllllllllllllllll

lllllllllllllll

last vyear’s decider — Seamus
Shinnors, Michael Conneely or
Frank Larkin? ... :e6ies e o

10. Name the finalists in 19787

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Five points for each question,
other than that bonus at No. 7,
which makes that particular one

worth ten points. Thus, a total of 55
points on offer here. YOUR SCORE

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

FOOTBALL LEAGUE
1. You will doubtless recall that
Roscommon’s win over Cork 1n last
year’s final gave them their first title.

by Tony Keegan

But how many times have Cork won
the points competition? .........

2. Only one goal was scored In
that game. Was that score notched
by Roscommon or Cork?

3. When did Kerry last appearina
League final — 1978, 1977 or 1975?

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

4. Kerry are the specialists as far
as title wins in the competition. They
head the list with ten, thirteen or
fourteen successes. Your selection?

lllllll

5. First Final winners from
D] 10 o O S, A - )~ -,

6. Who captained Roscommon to
last year’s historic breakthrough?

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

7. The two footballers pictured
here were in action in the 1979 final.
Name the players and help yourself .
as well to a bonus of five points if
you also list correctly the clubs of
pisthi footDallErs . wrsmammsmmpmen

® TO PAGE 31

’
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Everyday
there are both
emergency and
routine cases
requiring blood
transfusions
in hospitals
throughout the
country. To cater
adequately for this
demand 2,600 blood donations are required
overall, each week. If you are between
18 and 65, and in good general health, you
can give a blood donation.

GIVING FOR LIVING

when more than just the thought counts

T el

Pelican House  Mondays 3.30 am - 8.15 pm

Clinic Times Tuesdays 9.30 am - 8.15 pm
Wednesdays 9.30am-4.15 pm
Thursdays 9.30am - 4.15 pm
Fridays 9.30 am - 4.15 pm

Including lunchtime

Cork Centre Tuesdays 12.00 noon - 3.00 pm

Clinic Times including lunchtime
Thursdays 5.00 - 8.00 pm
Fridays 10.00 - 12.30 pm

The Blood Fransiusibn Service Board

Pelican House Cork Centre
52 Lower Leeson St., 21 Leitrim St.,
Dublin 2. (01) 766981 Cork. (021) 507227
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OFFICIAL CRESTED G.A.A.

% TIES
% SCARVES

* CAPS

All County
Colours Supplied

TRADE ENQUIRIES TO:

The Central Tie Co. Ltd.

(FOUNDED 1909)
3 SUNBURY ESTATE
CHERRY TREE CROSS

WALKINSTOWN, DUBLIN 12
Tel. 509613—509835
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8. A tricky enough one this,
and so a further five points bonus is
on offer. Derry have the distinction
of being the last Ulster county to
appear in a final. But can you name
the year of that last direct interest for
Northern enthusiasts? ...........

9. Dublin’s bid for the Champion-
ship and League double were
smashed in 1975 by what county?

10. Cork had five of their 1973
All-Ireland senior football title

winning side in action in last year’s

final. Name two of the players in
question?

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Again five points on offer for each

question, except those bonus teasers

at No. 7 and No. 8. The section then
carries a bag of 60 points. YOUR
SCORE

Now, to conclude, let’s see what
you recall about last year’s Cham-
pionships, and not in the main at
senior level, just to make the exercise
a little more demanding.

CHAMPIONSHIP
1. Who won the Connacht under-
21 football title?
2. What county lost to Dublin in
the provincial minor football final?

3. What was unique about a
provincial minor hurling final in
19797 It may help you to know that
there was a Northern involvement

4. What county eliminated Wex-
ford in the All-Ireland under-21
hurling semi-final?

5. Kerry’s bid for a fifth successive
under-21 football title was ended by
Cork. But, careful now, at what
stage of the series did the Leesiders

outscore the Kingdom?
6. This talented footballer played
- under-21 and senior inter-county

lllllllll

championship fare last year. Who i1s
REY . oswn sans w i SR A e Az

7. A whopping fifteen points
bonus for this one as it has to do with
schoolboys competitions. Mayo and
Derry played a draw in the All-Ire-

land Vocational schools football final

last May. But who won the replay?

8. Who won the Leinster under-21
football crown last season?

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

(y3eury)

ueddng ysny 01 ‘(Areraddi])
uedy 931090 ‘6 ‘AlBJO '8 90
0] ¢-1 AQ 081]g 1e UoMm oUm ‘A1I13(J 'L
‘(umo(]) unsny Wery ‘9 "‘punod 1siij
Y) Ul A1133] 183q Y10 °G "ABM[ED) '$

'AUUN 1Y 01 1SO] AdY) YoIym ul feulj

gurpany JIourul I3)SUId 3] PIIsauod
wiuy ‘g "YIedN ‘7 ‘Aemjen °j
dIHSNOIdIWVHD
"¥I0D) UM UOollde ul sjsijepau
I01UdS PpUB[AI[-[[V 2yl 3Iam

AyLIBRO)IN 2AR(] pue Aydinp-Alreg
Awwir ‘volreqg uepdq ‘Aydinpy
YIBsW

ueug ‘ueSIoN Aqig Ol
'6 urqngy o1 1so| Aoy} uaym 9/6]1
'R ‘(uowwods0y PpuUE S Yoedylie]

9. Now to senior affairs: Name the
referee of the All-Ireland senior
hurling final?

10. And who had charge of the
football counter-part? .........

With five points on -offer once
more for all questions other than No.
7, this section, for an all correct card,
will boost your markings by a

thundering 60 points. YOUR
BCORE i sopnan veeewes ssomaees

------------------

HOW DID YOU MEASURE UP?

Total marks possible 175. If you
scored 145 or more you know your
Gaelic Games 1n a big way. 120 to
145 shows that you are very good 1n
your knowledge of the games. 100 to
120 1s good, and anything under
that, may we suggest that you place a
regular order with GAELIC SPORT
and keep abreast of what is happen-
ing?

(Answers printed in reverse to avoid
distraction)
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HENRY ST. Complete range of sports gear
| Sports Dept. Entrance by Liffey Street or by Henry Street. and equipment.
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GILT EDGE Ties in 100%

Polyester to suit every
occasion.

GILT EDGE Knitwear and
Casual Shirts available
from all leading

outfitters.

AND FAMOUS

FARA

GROGAN BROTHERS

| 29 Montpelier Hill, Dublin 7 N 3:';5“&'53“.(:5

Telephone 771018
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SEAMUS O'SULLIVAN

A pen picture by EAMONN YOUNG

HE steady look out of the

serious blue eyes revealed a
quiet and earnest personality. The
small beads of perspiration had
begun to reappear on the forehead
for even the after-match shower 1n
that Bandon dressing-room didn’t
stop the glorious sunshine of that
Easter day making young blood
course freely again. It was such a
lovely contrast with the spot where
we last had met. Then it had been a
gri.aly cold Sunday afternoon about
half a mile from Croke Park. The icy
rain chilled me to the marrow and
the only consolations were that
Cork had beaten Down in the
League and the heat of a Cork-
bound carriage awaited me at
Heuston. Strong, happy and glowing
with health Seamus O’Sullivan bade
me a cheery farewell that wintry day
and sprinted across the Dublin
traffic to meet his new wife.

This bearded 26-year-old stands
about six feet and is neatly but
strongly built. Since he was a child at
home in Dunmanway the home-
town of Sam Maguire he has been
fond of football, an affection
shared by his tall slim brother
Vincent who is currently a loss to his
team because of an injured arm. At
the age of thirteen Seamus moved to
the Coldiste losagdin in Baile
Mhuirne where he immediately got
dug into the game.

“I was encouraged a lot by
Brother Eugene Crowley” he told
me ‘“‘and of course he being a
Dunmanway man himself, took an
interest in me I suppose’’.

Brother Crowley was a flying
winger himself on the Dublin teams

of the early fifties when Kevin
Heffernan, Des Ferguson, Mick
Moylan, Jim Crowley, Olly
Freaney, Cathal O’Leary, Johnny
Boyle, Jock Haughey and the rest
were on top.

One day Cork were playing
Dublin in the League Home final
and Brother Eugene Crowley was at
left wing playing, as far as I
remember, under the unusual name
of Murphy. Paddy O’Driscoll was to
be on him and what ever about
Paddy (now the Cork chairman) I
was afraid of my life, for what the
reverend Brother would do to us.
Before the game at Barry’s Hotel I
was delighted to meet him as I
hadn’t seen him for years since we
both were very young at home In
Dunmanway, though he is a lot
younger than I. Anyway Denis
Conroy happened to be with me
when the three of us met and
immediately after I had introduced
them Denis set about *‘slagging’ the
quiet cleric about his assistance to
Dublin and his act of treachery to

the county where he was born and
bred and from which the Crowleys

in general had earned a good, living
over a thousand years. Terrible
thing to think that a descendant of
the men who marched from West
Cork to Clontarf and hammered the
Vikings would turn against his own.
Denis kept it up and as we Were
getting into the bus that would take
us to Croke Park I could see that the
brother was getting a little embaras-
sed. So I invited him into the bus so
that he could go down to the pitch
with us. We continued the ragging
on the way down to the delight of the
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other players and when we got off
outside the Cusack our sporting
opponent was, I think, happy to get
shut of us so that he could join his
own outfit. Denis Conroy came out
of the bus with the bag of Cork
jerseys in his hand. Obviously he was
going to carry them to the dressing
room. Then he saw that Brother
Crowley hadn’t escaped so over he
goes “Look Brother, do me afavour
will you? I've more stuff to carry in.
Give me a hand please”. The
gentleman of the Dublin side
couldn’t say no and grapsed the bag.
He had taken about four steps
towards the dressingroom when he
suddenly caught himself on. With a
bright smile to show that even his
usual politeness would go only so
far, he said “Good luck lads. I'll see
ye soon’’ dumped the bag on the
ground and off he went. “It was
worth trying anyway’’ says Conroy
“and now Paddy Driscoll you look
after him inside”’. To finish the story
(and get back to Seamas O’Sullivan)
it was a terrific game where Weesh
Murphy, goalie Danno Keeffe, John
Cronin, John Joe Henchion,
Cormac Dineen, Tom Moriarty, Jim
Cronin and the others fetched,
handpassed and drove with the
Dublin chaps for the hour. At the
end Dan Ryan put the ball down for
a Dublin fifty yards free to the Canal
goal. Kevin Heffernan came up to
take it; Dublin one point down. Dan
spoke to Heffernan. Being of a
naturally inquisitive nature I trotted
over. “It’s the last kick of the game™
says Dan. Heffernan nodded, looked

carefully at the ball and paced pre-
®OVERLEAF
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® FROM OVERLEAF
cisely back. He hadn’t a great chance,
I thought. Up he ran, hit it well and
off it sailed. To my joy 1t seemed tc
be a few feet off target to the right.
Then it struck the upright five feet
above the crossbar and rebounded
into play. Olly Freaney grabbed it

and 1n a flash about six madmen in
red jerseys began to tear the poor
man to pieces. But Dan Ryan just
signalled all over and to a chorus of
metropolitan howls we walked
calmly off the field pretending we
weren’t mightily relieved.

It was during those years at Baile

~ Amajor
advance in
thermal

insulation

INSULATED
DENSE STRUCTURAL
CONCRETE
BLOCK

=

Thenew

CPI Hollow
Foam-Filled
Concrete Block
achieves the
new Uvalue

ratings
at less cost.

CONCRETE PRODUCTS OF IRELAND LTD.

DUBLIN: Laraghcon, Lucan, Co. Dublin. Phone: (01) 280691
CORK: Watergrasshill, Co. Cork. Phone: (021) 889170
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It was during those years at Bailie
Mhuirne that Seamus O’Sullivan
became a footballer. He grew in
height and girth, played well in the
centre of the field, dropped back to
centre-back where he fitted in like a

glove and later in the full back line
where his naturally quick sense of

anticipation, sure fetch and quick
steady drive allowed him to develop
a quick precise style which is his
hallmark today.

He won his place on the Cork

minor football team of 1972 and it
was a day of delight when they went

all the way in Dublin. He forged on
to the county under-21 side and
though they didn’t go all the way it
was a sound effort to get outside
Munster. He has been rather unlucky

on the Cork senior side for cartilage
trouble has cost him a place but just

now he seems to be surely In
command of the corner back
position where he has met the best of
corner forwards in the country.

Seamus who i1s an engineer and
currently working in Athlone for a
Limerick-based firm says that at the
moment he doesn’t have as much
time for training as he would like.
However being on the job at eight in
the morning and staying there until
seven at night makes a long day and
when a man 1s on his feet all that
time checking work, supervising and
estimating the legs stay strong. The
man who 1s on his feet for long hours
working the brain in addition to the
body has to be fit to carry the load,
and that work 1n turn helps him to
retain the fitness which can be tuned
up by regular training as often as
possible 1n the week.

On the day in Bandon when he
played at full back for his club
Dohenys of Dunmanway he was in
really smart form and his quick sure
fetching was the prelude to fast
dainty clearances which not only
nipped in the bud the attack but
often set his own men moving

aggressively forward.

Seamus gave his usual sound
efficient performance in the League
Semi-final against Galway. It should
be a grand game against Kerry in the
Final at Pairc Ui Chaoimh at the end
of April.




Good service with Morris Marina

BY JOE GRACE

F it is straightforward value for

money you want, then BL have the
answer with their Morris Marina. The
Marina range, with eleven variants,
presents a formidable challenge to all
its competitors.

Among an impressive number of
features on all Marinas are the
functional front spoiler and grille-
mounted halogen driving lamps; less
obvious are the rear fog guard lamps
within the rear lamp clusters on all
saloons and coupes. A shapely new
door mirror, one piece front door
glasses, new wheel trims, black screen
wipers, rear childproof locks and
heated rear window are just some of
the Marina's exterior features. Under
the bonnet, dual circuit brakes with a
failure warning light, meet the latest
international standards; illuminated

switchgear and heater controls make

night driving safer and improved
seating and more driver leg-room give
additional comfort to the spacious
and well laid our interior.

GOOD VALUE
In these days of cost consciousness,
an extra factor in favour of the
Marina is that many experts consider

® The Morris Marina HL saloon ideally suited to Irish conditions.

it to be the easiest car to service.
There is a Marina to suit all needs,
ranging from the 1300 Saloon, 1300
Estate, 1300 L, to the 1700 L Saloon,
1700 HL Saloon, and 1700 L Estate.
The latter cars would appear to be
very suited to rural users. For the

Jarmer who wants a powerful reliable

car with lots of room and suitable for

family and business use, the [700

Estate is ideal.
Your local BL dealer will be glad 1o
arrange a test drive to experience at

first hand the accommodation, per-
formance and economy of the 1980

Marina.

-

:

The objects of the Board are to improve and develop the Irish sea fishing industry'.
assistance to investors in fishing vessels, development

The Board's services incorporate financial .
activities in the expansion of home and overseas markets. ad':.'lsc-ry |
for fishermen and resource development in relation to new ftshery' projects
facilities for shore-based industries are available from other Government ag

acts as a clearing house in the formulation of such projects.

It also promotes investment from home and overseas source

sea and ~<hore apace with marketing opportunities.

and educational services
. Grant and loan
encies but the Board

s aimed at Keeping investment at

BORD IASCAIGH MHARA/IRISH SEA FISHERIES BOARD

>P

Telex 4166

Hume House, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4 Tel 683956.
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IBERNIAN
TNSURANCE

- Peace of mind now comes
in one simple package

The Hibernian Insurance Farmers' Policy is tailor-made to the needs of
today'’s Irish farmer. Now, instead of having a series of policies covering
different risks connected with your farm, these risks can be covered by a single
policy, with just one annual premium to pay

Contact your local Hibernian Insurance office, broker or agent.

s HIBERNIAN
INSURANCE

OFFICES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY.

OF COURSE 500 WILL. !

THE i Scvcen. Live and Earn
. withthe

IT TOOK JUST Ef: FEW 5
INVESTORS IN TH
sloga Uit - Educational
THE CHAN OF CRLSATION @ @
g Building
40,000 PEOPLE B
THEIR OWN HOMES —AND e
ADOTONAL MOk I Society.

POSSIBLE FOR BUILDERS

..L NAME THIS aTY 10 SELL MORE HOUSES . ..
AMONAVILLE THE VITAL. ROLE *Eﬁﬁ..
L W Fog‘fgﬁﬂ c:-FF THE EBS IN [RISH
AN A U ISCAL AFFAIRS CAN "5
‘ WwWITH THE EE’S‘, MONA BE WESTJ.QWT—EE} Ner L
BUT DO YOU REALLY ; 74
‘ BELIEVE WE'LL BUILD BUT, TO RETURN TO . g
HOUR QUESTION, PRSCAL— b
' TS BOTH Blg AND SMALL
INVESTORS AND LIKE 3
/ . MONA AND ~ UH- SO0 R
WHO REALLY HELP TODO | 7%

ALL THIS BY INVESTING
WITH THE EBS IN THE

Write or call fdr brochure to Head Office,
P.O.Box 76, Westmoreland St
Dublin 2.Tel. (O1) 775599
Branches throughout the country.

A memberof ihe lrish Bulding Societes Associahon

_ _ . 23
f"" - : - l Authonsed lor Trustee investment.
G AW , ufarsesiornTsiesimesiment. S
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MODERATION AND FITNESS FOR MAY 4

OLLOWING on the success of

previous ventures, COSPOIR -
the National Sports Council, are
organising their National Sports for
All Day on Sunday, May 4th, this
year. The Day is being organised
through the local Vocational Educa-
tion Committee and the emphasis will
be on each locality organising their
OWH events.

There are over forty individual
sports catered for and there is really
something for everyone, whether it is
Angling, Archery, Canoeing, Net-
ball, Mountaineering, Golf, Hill
walking, Tug-o-War, Weight-lifting
or Yachting - your sport is there.
Camogie, Football, Hurling and
Handball are among the most popular
activities undertaken by people of all
ages throughout the country and
National Sports for All Day is no
exception. Your local G.A.A. Club
will have details of the events for that
day.

May 4th - is a day on which
everyone is encouraged to take a little
exercise. After a long winter it Is
prudent of course to take care not to
overdo matters and medical advice in
considering undertaking specially
strenuous sports is essential.

We must remember that one’s
heart, which pumps the blood around
the body, is just like any other muscle
and care must be taken, when
contemplating unusual activity, to
think of your heart.

MODERATION

All things in moderation is very
good advice even when it comes to
exercise — and what is right for one
may be all wrong for another.

By Finbarr Mason

Cognisance must be taken of the
individual’s approach to overall liv-
ing. Matters such as weight, smoking,
intake of alcohol and food must be
taken into account. Basically we are
what we eat - habits over a life-time
are not easily broken, but it is a fact
that a lot of us do not take sufficient
account of the necessity for a regular
healthy diet.

However, if we want to eat our way
whole-heartedly to a healthy heart -
then Flora have published an ideal
little booklet under that very heading.
You may have noticed from time to
time that we have included articles
from this excellent booklet in “*Gaelic
Sport” and the booklet itself is
available from:

FLORA INFORMATION SERVICE,
I Holles Street,
Dublin 2.

GOOD RECIPE

Flora is made from Sunflower Oil

and as the book shows, this can be
part of a recipe for happy living.

The general idea is to guard against
a high cholesterol level in your blood
by using appetising Flora where ever
possible — informed medical opinion
backs this up by facts and figures. As
Dr. Risteard Mulcahy, Head of the
Heart Disease Research Unit of St.
Vincent's Hospital, Dublin,says in his
recent book ‘‘Beat Heart Disease’ .-
“Cut down substantially on your
intake of cholesterol-rich and
animal-fat foods. This includes
eggs, all the dairy foods and red
meat such as steak and pork. It
also includes rich processed
foods such as pate, canned meats
and savouries. Try to eat more
high-fibre foods such as vege-
table, fruit, bran, unrefined
cereals and wholemeal bread.”
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Look out for the local announce-
ments on May 4th and even ifit is only
to walk to the National League Final
on that day, exercise can do you a
world of good.

Be beautiful
from the
inside out.
Eat
Kretschmer
Wheat Germ.

Warm roses for your cheeks.
Brighteners for your eyes. Wheat
germ is the beautifier you put on
inside. Teaspoon by teaspoon.

Protein, B vitamins and
Vitamin E.

Sprinkled on your cereal or
added as a crumbly nut flavor to
hamburger, Kretschmer's a
perfect high-protein source.

Wear a beautiful glow. Try
Kretschmer today.

INTERNATIONAL

MULTIFOODS®

GOODALLS, DUBLIN 3.




ON CAMOGIE FIELDS

HE Annual Congress in Castle-

bar marked the end of the old

season and heralded the beginning
of the new Camogie season.

All units of the Association

represented at the Mayo venue

reported continued progress; al-

By Agnes Hourigan

though some anxiety was expressed
about the rising costs of travelling
expenses and sticks. Nevertheless no
county was advocating a reduction
in the number of competitions,
rather, more and more counties were
keen to gain a place at Feile na

IR, Good players take

WAX SCUFF MARKS AWAY,
AND SHINE WHEN YOU PLAY.
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n(ael.
An interesting feature of the Post
Primary Colleges Provincial

Winners was that seven new Schools
emerged victorious. Only Mercy
Convent, Roscommon retained
their title, the junior cup, but failed
to survive the junior semi-final in
order to contest their All-Ireland
crown.

The increase in the number of
Competitions for the underage
players is a healthy trend in the
Association. The Galway County
Board has certainly been organising
their under 14 section 1n preparation
for the Féile which is arranged for
Galway 5-6 July this year. The
Board hopes to equal Kilkenny’s
record of eighteen home teams
achieved last year.

So another successful competition
is anticipated, and in conjunction,
the skills competition, which 1s
arousing more interest and attract-
ing more competitors each year, 1s
improving the standard of the game
at this early age — a most desirable
trend.

Can Antrim retain their All-
Ireland Senior title in 1980. If not
who looks the likely successor. Very
often in the past the counties, which
survived the first round games,
improved as the competition pro-
gressed, but with the National
[eague now becoming an opening
competition, all counties should be
in keen contention.

What are Tipperary’s prospects
after their favourable showing in last
years final. Their panel of players is
still the same and from what I can
gather they are determined to make
a brave bid to capture the title which
they feel they could and should have
won last year, were it not for Carol
Blaney’s brilliant display in goal for
Antrim.’ |

The League finalists, Dublin who
took the Cup and Limerick who



were runners-up will also approach
the senior championship with a
certain amount of hope. Cork,
Wexford and Kilkenny have the
talent, skill and power to be in
contention also.

The first round games which are
not scheduled until June 8 and 15
bring Limerick and Down into
opposition at Limerick and Dublin
at home to Clare. Limerick and
Dublin look the likely winners from
those two games. The Wexford-

Kilkenny and the Cork-Antrim
clashes could go either way. Tipper-
ary, Galway and Derry are not due
to perform until July in the quarter
finals. After the League gets under-
way this month, form should be
easier to assess and a clearer picture
should be available next issue.

Two coaching courses are again
arranged for the Summer. Both will
be held at Gormanston College. A
course for teachers and senior
players in the Post Primary sector is
fixed for the end of June (27-29). It is
hoped that teachers will avail of this
course before they take off on their
holidays. The National Course for
all units of the Association 1s
organised for July 25-27.

According to the Coaching Com-
mittee report to Congress the
Coaching Plan begun four years ago
completed its first cycle last year,
right on target. There are now
seventy-three Grade C coaches, who
are all qualified to train club and
schools teams. Five Grade B
coaches, who are capable of training
up to County Team level. Two
Grade A coaches qualified last
Summer so the original team of top
coaches is increased to four which is
a great step-forward.

The plan, according to the Sec-
retary, Mrs. Rosina McManus, is to
press ahead with the work of getting
more and more people to qualify as

BACK NUMBERS

There are some back issues of
Gaelic Sport ‘available from the
1970s. Readers who want details
of the issues should write to ‘““‘Back
Numbers”, Gaelic Sport, 80
Upper Drumcondra Road, Dublin
9,

coaches and her maxim is “that as
we improve our skills, the standard
of play will improve and the game of
Camogie will be more enjoyable for
the player and become more attrac-
tive for the spectator.

For those already qualified as
coaches it is proposed:—

(a) to form an Association of
Coaches.

(b) hold a Refresher Course.

(c) have an A.G.M. to define
policy etc.

Sixteen counties have availed of
the Plan. It may be of interest to the
readers to know which counties
could supply a coaching need.

Cork top the list with ten.
Wicklow and Cavan come next
with eight each. Down have seven,
Antrim and Donegal have five,
Limerick, Dublin, Kildare and
Derry have four, Tipperary have
three, Fermanagh have two, while
Meath, Kilkenny and Galway have
one coach. The Leinster colleges
have in addition two coaches.

The full range

of fine grass machinery

At Lenehans Countrywide we have a large selection of fine
grass machinery, for example —

Sod Cutter — self propelled 12" Sod Cutter allowing for varying
depth.

Greens-aire — removes cores of turf from the green at 2"
intervals and improves aeration and effectiveness of fertilisation.

The Bunton 36" rotary cutter which is highly manoeuverable
with a heavy duty engine capable of continuous all-day use.
Turfking — 84" cylinder mower, which effectively cuts large
areas and follows the contours of the ground without scalping.
Gang Mower and Gang Carriers. (trailed) for large areas of
grass maintenance. We have combinations of type and size for
every need.

Matador — 24" self propelled cylinder mower for cutting up to
1 an acre per hour.

Mastiff — 36" self propelled cylinder mower for cutting up 10
2 an acre per hour.

Hydraulic 5/7 — 11 or 15 ft. cylinder mower attached to an

agricultural tractor, Units are hydraulically driven and can be
raised or lowered by finger tip control. Fast, accurate cutting

up to 7 acres per hour.
Commercial 60 — 60"’ self propelled ride-on rotary mower for
lJarge areas of rougher cutting.

Renothin — 20" pedestrian vertical cutter which effectively

removes thatch from greens and lawns.

BERESFORD STREET DUBLINT
TELEPHONE 745841/ 746341 TELEX 4617
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they beaten Kerry and enjoyed again
ultimate success in the league. There
will be no false illusions thanks to
that Limerick defeat.

Not even when they play their first
round game against London on
June 1. Certainly not, if they get over
that initial hurdle and qualify for the
semi-final in Connacht against
Galway whose team showed signs of
immaturity in their league semi-final
against Cork, but against their keen
western rivals can be much more
formidable.

But before Roscommon set out in
quest of a fourth consecutive
Connacht championship, previously
achieved by Galway in 1963-°66,
they must do some serious reflection
on their football. Indeed I will be

surprised if Tom Heneghan, corner

back and team-manager, has
not already brought the message
home to them in unmistakeable
language — if his team-mates have

not already realised it without

prompting.

Quite simply put: the Connacht
champions must return to the direct,
forcing style of football which won
them the league, and a lot of new
admirers, in 1979 and stop fiddling
around with the ball in a manner
akin to a child playing with a
fascinating new toy it had received
as a Chrnistmas present.

Against Offaly and Cork in the
closing stages of last year’s league,
Roscommon played strongly and
thriftfully, making the ball do the
work. Their kicking was long and
accurate to colleagues whose run-
ning-in-depth got them into perfect
positions to carry on the movements
smartly- and swiftly. Furthermore,
once they got within sight of the
posts they were devoid of wastage
and punted some beautiful long-
distance points. In this respect, both
they and Offaly, were a delight to
watch in the first half of the 1979

league semi-final.

Now recall what happened when
the Connacht champions encounter
ed Dublin in the All-Ireland semi-
final. They appeared to change their
tactics to a degree that suggested the
direct football of a few months
before had been wiped from their
memory cells as effectively as the
messages are erased during a match
from the electronic scoreboard we
now have in Croke Park.

Physically Roscommon are big,
strong players, but they have shown
also that they can be fast, incisive
and adventurous. In that All-
Ireland semi-final, but even more so
against Kerry in Limerick, they
appeared to hold back in circling
short-passing sequences and seemed
to be devoid of inventiveness. This
was all the more disappointing to
watch when they had earlier shown
that they could do better.

Therefore, maybe the loss of the
league may not have been so much a
tragedy if the lessons of that defeat
are well learned.
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Results

Summary

NATIONAL LEAGUE

Football: March 2. Division II
South Final: Croke Park: Wexford
1-14; Clare 0-7. )

-March 23. Quarter-Finals: Croke
Park: Armagh 1-8; Wexford 2-3.
Draw. Cork 3-6; Down 0-6.
Limerick: Kerry 1-8; Roscommon
1-5. Carrick-on-Shannon: Galway
1-12; Fermanagh 0-10.

March 30. Quarter-Final Replay.

Croke Park: Armagh 0-12; Wexford

0-5.

April 6. Semi-final: Croke Park:
Kerry 1-11; Armagh 1-6.

Hurling: March 9: Tullamore:
Cork 2-9; Offaly 1-10. Ballinasloe:
Galway 1-15; Clare [-9. Limerick:
Limerick 0-11; Tipperary 2-5. Dun-
garvan: Waterford 0-16; Kerry 1-7.
Loughgiel: Wexford 1-13; Antrim
1-9. Croke Park: Dublin 1-13; Laois
0-11. Delvin: Westmeath 0-14;
Down 0-10. Trim: Meath 2-11; Ros-
common 1-7.

March 30: Quarter-Final.
Thurles; Limerick 2-6; Offaly 0-10.

April 6: Quarter-Final. Thurles:
Galway 1-12; Waterford 1-12.

Draw.

RAILWAY CUP
Football Semi-Finals
March 2; Cavan: Ulster 0-17;

Connacht 1-3. Newbridge: Munster
2-10; Leinster 1-11.

FINALS
March 17: Croke Park: Hurling:

Connacht 1-5; Munster 0-7. Foot-
ball: Ulster 2-10; Munster 1-9,

UNIVERSITIES’
CHAMPIONSHIPS
Fitzgibbon Cup (Hurling)

March 1: Semi-finals: Athenry:
U.C. Cork 2-8; Maynooth 1-6. U.C.
Galway 2-8; U.C. Dublin 1-9.

March 2: Final: Pearse Stadium,
Galway: U.C. Galway 0-10; U.C.
Cork 1-3.

Fitzgibbon Shield Final: March 2:
Pearse Stadium: Queen’s, Belfast,
1-7; Dublin University 1-2.

SIGERSON CUP (Football) |
March 7: Coleraine: U.C. Dublin
4-7: U.C. Cork 1-10. Maynooth

1-12; Queen’ University 0-7. U.C.
Galway 1-14; Dublin University 0-35.
‘March 8. Semi-Finals: Coleraine:
U.C. Galway 1-7; Maynooth 0-3.
U.C. Dublin 2-11; New University of
Ulster 1-6.
March 9: ‘Final: Bellaghy: U.C.

- Galway 1-8; U.C. Dublin 0-7.

Sigerson Shield Final: March 9:
Bellaghy: U.C. Cork 3-16; Queen’s
University 1-9.

TRENCH CUP

Higher Education Football League
Final: March 9: Croke Park: N.I.
Polytechnic 1-6; St. Patrick’s T.C.,
Dublin 0-8.

Higher Education Hurling Final:
March 12: Cashel: U.C.D. 2-10;
U.C.C. 1-6.

Hodges Figgis Football Final:
April 6: Croke Park: N.I. Poly-
technic 2-11; U.C. Galway 1-6.

O’BYRNE CUP
Senior Football

March 9. Aughrim: Dublin 2-8;

Wicklow 1-4. Drogheda: Louth
1-11; Westmeath 0-5. Navan: Meath
6-9; Longford 1-9. Carlow: Laois
1-17; Carlow 0-5. Kilkenny: Offaly
4-11; Kilkenny 1-5. Wexford: Wex-
ford 3-8; Kildare 1-5.

March 23: Castletowngeoghegan:
Westmeath 3-8; Meath 3-8. Long-
ford: Louth ~1-4; Longford 0-6.
Allenwood: Kildare 4-7; Wicklow
1-6.

March 30: Rhode: Offaly 4-14;
Carlow 2-8. Dundalk. Louth 2-6;
Meath 1-8. Portlaoise: Laois 5-13;
Kilkenny 1-2.

April 6: Longford: Longford
1-11; Westmeath 2-5. Carlow: Car-
low 7-6; Kilkenny 0-4. Portlaoise:
Offaly 1-10; Laois 1-6. Newbridge:
Kildare 2-6; Dublin 2-4: Wexford:
Wicklow 0-16; Wexford 0-3.

DR. McKENNA CUP
Senior Football

March 30: Ballybofey: Antrim
3-12; Donegal 0-5. Newry: Fer-
managh 0-9; Down 0-5. Ballybay:
Monaghan 2-5; Tyrone 0-9.

GAEL-LINN CUP
Senior Football

March 30: Galway: Galway 1-11;

Clare 1-2.

CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS
Leinster Hurling

March 2. Semi-finals: Kilkenny:
41

Camross, Laois, 3-10; Rathnure,
Wextord, 2-12. Crumlin, Dublin,
1-13; Kinnity, Offaly 0-9.

March 23: Finals: Athy: Hurling:
Crumlin, Dublin, 3-5; Camross,
Laois, 0-11. Football: Walsh Island,
Offaly, 3-2, Portlaoise 1-6.

Ulster Football

March 9. Final: Coalisland; Scots-
town, Monaghan, 0-9; Carrickcrup-
pen, Armagh, 0-8.

Connacht Hurling

March 30: Final: Athleague:
Castlegar, Galway. 1-16; Tremane,
Roscommon, 1-9.

All-Ireland Championships
April 6: Quarter-Finals: Cork:
Football: St. Finbarr’s, Cork, 3-17;
Kingdom, London 1-3. Hurling:
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Praghas 30p
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Chidach crua. Landaite. |
Praghas 80p

Ag lorg na Staire 2

Aistritichan le M4irtin O Corrbui . . .
ar Discover the Past 2 le John
Coolahan . . . oiriinach do rang sa
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Eacnamalocht na Linne Seo . . .
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BUY IRISH . . . SELL IRISH . . . BUY

IRISH . . .

SAVE IRISH JOBS

I

Your job and the jobs of members of
your family depand on what you buy
in the shops. Think before you
buy—and buy lrish. Your decision

is crucial.

Irish Transport and (eneral
Workers’ Union

g — e n w — e — = e —

. SELL IR]SH MiJY

BUY IRISH

ROSLREA

Sausages; rashers,

bacon joints,
puddings=

k(r
‘)‘

all with that
mighty meaty flavour

SUBSCRIPTION FORM

GAELIC SPORT,
80 UPPER DRUMCONDRA ROAD,

DUBLIN 9.

Please send me a copy of GAELIC SPORT for ¢

period of *one year for which | enclose a Postal

Order valued £6.00.

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Please use Block Capitals.

*Gaelic Sport is published monthly and the
subscription fee covers postage.

IRISH PHOTO ENGRAVING Co. Lta.

1-7 ASH STREET,
DUBLIN 8

Tel. 756121
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JUNIOR DESK

SUPPOSE 1 should be getting

sense now! But after ten years of
Junior Desk I'm not one bit less
keen. Before starting this ten year
commemorative article — or this
special TEN YEAR issue of Junior
Desk — I had a peep at all previous
issues of Junior Desk. Being a
scrapbook fanatic this was no
problem. So then let us have a peep
back.

FIRST EVER

The first ever issue of Junior Desk
appeared in May 1970. Our CUT-
OUTS then were small head and
shoulder pics and we used two per
issue. It was appropriate that we
chose as our very first honoured
subjects Christy Ring, the late Cork
hurling maestro and Mick O’Con-
nell the Kerry football king. Well
anyhow that was the start and 1
asked young readers to write to me
about any G.A.A. topic and sug-
gested they start a G.A.A. scrap-
book. And so on to the June 1970
issue. As yet there was no letter
section but I asked younger readers
to send on photos of themselves for
inclusion in the column. The June
CUT-OUTS were Willie Magee the
Mayo footballer and Donal Clifford
the Cork hurling half-back and the
first hurler to wear a helmet in Croke
Park.

FIRST LETTERS

The first letters arrived for the
July 1970 issue — eight 1n all. I'll
give their names here and let’s call
them the Pioneers of the Junior
Desk ‘“Mailbag’ section which has
been the lifeblood of the column
during the ten years. They were:

Philip Egan, Main St., Liscarroll,
Co. Cork.

Martin
Oranmore, Co.

Grealish, Frenchfort,
Galway (Photo

included).

Michael Collins, St. Vincent’s
College, Castleknock, Co. Dublin.

Noel Mclnerney, 1 St. Joseph’s
Tce., Clarecastle, Co. Clare.

Tom O’Connor, 21 Slaney St.,
Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford.

John Murphy, Mohill, Co.
Leitrim.

Muriel Boyd, St. Nicholas’s, 14
Cove St., Cork and

Dennis O’Connor, Water St.,
Juvenile Hurling Club, 8 South
Parade, Waterford.

.-_——'l-——_—'

How good to see Iggy Clarke as our
Cut-Out this issue. His selection
could hardly come at a better time
after his great game for C onnacht in
the Railway Cup hurling final.

Iggy has given wonderful service
over the vears to Galway and hurling.
He is an outstanding player, and a
iremendous worker. And, he did
really well, too, in the recent RIETK
Superstars series.

An All-Ireland medal for Iggy in
September? We will have to wait and
see. but that would be a distinction his

talents and efforts well merit.

Let us all now salute this octet. At
the time I hoped, prayed for this
response. I knew then the column was
going to be successtul —atorum tor
our young G.A.A. fans, the kind of
column I longed for myself when I
was a young G.A.A. fanatic. Read-
ers will be interested to know that
the Philip Egan — the very first
young writer to join our “Mailbag”
series is now the editor of the Cork
G.A.A. Juvenile Board’s publica-
tion entitled “CLASH” — a young
man completely devoted to G.A.A.
affairs in his native county and
actively involved in G.A.A. admini-
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stration at juvenile level. The CUT-
OUTS on the occasion were Sean
O’Neill of Down and Pat Henderson
of Kilkenny both of whom were
subsequently featured many times
in the column and both of whom
have long since recognised the value
of the column.

COMPETITION

In August 1970 we introduced our
first competition, a simple one
asking readers to identify Charlie
McCarthy and John Quigley (how
youthful they looked then) and our
two CUT-OUTS were Pat Dunny of
Kildare and Gerald McCarthy then
with short back and sides the
modern term for the old-style
haircut. The Mailbag had become
bigger and included the following:

Francis Costelloe, 2319, Morris
Ave., New York 10468.

Joseph Mulligan, The Grove,
Abbeyside, Dungarvan, Co. Water-
ford (photo inc.).

Donncha O Concubhair, 8 South
Parade, Waterford and

Doanie Hanrahan, Coracumma,
Mitchelstown, Co. Cork.

The September issue included
letters from: |

Joseph Byrne, Beragh, Mayo-
bridge, Newry, Co. Down.

Anthony Ryan, 3 Lucan Road,

‘Palmerstown, Co. Dublin.

Leo McGough, Brownes Hill
Road, Carlow.

Donal McGettigan, River St
Killenaule, Thurles, Co. Tipperary.

Liam Jones, Derryoran, Mount-
shannon, Co. Clare and

Francis Costelloe from New York
(photo included).
~ The winners of our first competi-
tion were:

Padraig O Misteil, Knockroe,

e OVERLEAF
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Attymon, Co. Galway. and Gerry
O’Shea, Glengarriff Inn,

garriff, Co. Cork.
I don’t intend to list every letter

writer but just like in the case of
Philip Egan, the name Leo
McGough is equally well known 1n
the Carlow area for his great work in
helping to produce the history of
Carlow hurling entitled “CARLOW
HURLING MEMORIES” early in
1978. Subsequently Liam Jones was
one of the winners of our biggest
competition sponsored by National
Saving when Muiris De Prionnbhiol
(always a great friend of Junior
Desk) was its chief instigator.

* PADHRAIC O FAININ

We had a message from the then
President of the G.A.A. for the
October issue. One of the things
written by Padhraic O Fainin was
“Junior Desk is an innovation In
G.A.A. journalism. It deserves to
succeed and it will succeed if you
voung people continue to make it
your very own, your open forum in
which you can express your views
and your needs and — THIS IS
IMPORTANT — give us older
people young ideas.” One of our

Glen- |

April 27
National Foothall League Final
at Pairc Ui Chaoimh

Gork v. Kerry

May 4
National Hurling League Final
at Pairc Ui Ghaoimh

Cork v. Limerick

CUT-OUTS that month was Pat
Reynolds of Meath who retired from
club activity recently. And so the
months rolled by and one began to
notice the names of regular contri-
butors like Joseph  Woods,
Cloneyogan, Lahinch, Co. Clare
who won his first prize in October
1970 along with Maria Cronin,
Curragh, Aghadoe, Killarney, Co.
Kerry, who was attending the Mercy
Convent, Killarney then (where 1s
she now?), and Gerard Murray,
Main St., Charlestown, Co. Mayo.
In December 1970 there was a
special Junior Desk interview with
Mick O’Connell, the first of a series
to be followed by the Charlie
McCarthy, Eamonn Cregan,
Michael O’Hehir interviews to men-
tion but a few.

Other names to pop up include:

Joseph Doyle, Lansdowne Lodge,
Kenmare, Co. Kerry (how well I
remember meeting him and other
members of his family on my return
journey from Killarney to Drimo-
league where I was on holidays on
the night of the 1972 Munster S.F.
final — the warmest day I ever
remember), Tommy McDonagh,

Knock, Lettermullen, Co. Galway,

Peter O’Hare, Ryan, Mayobridge,
Newry, Co. Down, Agnes Brogan,
Bofeenaun, Ballina, Co. Mayo,
Jarlath and Austin Macken, Clare-
morris, Co. Mayo, Thomas Langtry,
Drimbane, Curry, Co. Sligo.

Jimmy Keaveney was one of our
CUT-OUTS in March ’71, a very
trim and boyish-looking Jimmy.
Other Mailbag names to pop up now
include Oliver Brady, Corcashel,
Redhills, Co. Cavan, Liam Farrell,
Mulhuddart, Co. Dublin, John
Hahessy, Carrick-on Suir, Anthony
Clancy, Knockroe, Ennistymon,
Co. Clare, Declan Molan of
Mitchelstown, Kevin Gallen, Lough
Gill, Sligo. (In May ’71 we had that
wonderful photo of the Lynch
brothers Brendan and Paudie in the
U.C.C. jerseys — skull, cross bones
and all. Both were students then.
Now Brendan is a doctor and Paudie
a solicitor).

The CUT-OUT feature became
full-page black and white in July ’71
with Mick O’Dwyer of Kerry the
first choice. Pepsi Cola sponsored a
competition for Junior Desk the
following month and among the
prizewinners was John Murphy,
“Moyadda’, Tubbercurry, Co.




Sligo then 13 years old, heir to a
great family G.A.A. tradition and
currently the U.C.D. Sigerson Cup
Captain and Shigo and Tubbercurry

footballer.

NATIONAL SAVINGS

National Savings sponsored our
next competition for which there
were two great prizes of a trip to the
All-Ireland S.F. final for the lucky
winners with a Dinner on the eve of
the final in the Central Hotel with
the stars of their choice namely Mick
O’Connell (Kerry) and Ray
Cummins (Cork). The two lucky
winners were Liam Jones of Mount-
shannon and Patrick O’Sullivan of
Kinsale and what a night we all had.
The President of the G.A.A.
Padhraic O Fainin and the Ard
Runai Sean O Siochain called in to
honour the occasion and this gesture
was really appreciated by the two
young and happy prizewinners.

And so we moved on into 1972.
More interviews with Jimmy Dug-
gan, Liam Sammon, Dermot Earley
and Nick Clavin. Names of new
correspondents appear like Pat
O’Mahoney of Killarney, Junior
McGovern of Ballyconnell. Aidan
Murphy, Tulla, Co. Clare.

We started reviewing G.A.A.
books in April °72 and this 1s now a
regular feature of Junior Desk. Noel
Mclnerney from Clarecastle, Gerald
Trainor, Edenderry, and the first
letter from Gerry Pender, Bally-
morris, Aughrim, Arklow. Co.
Wicklow appeared 1n the same i1ssue
as a very interesting Tony McTague
interview regarding placekicking.
The first letter from Rounders
enthusiast Peadar O Tuatain of
Cookstown, Co. Tyrone appeared
that month too.

We had that month too a letter
from the Managing Director of
O’Neills, P. V. O’Neill himself
telling us of the new laceless O’Neills
Football. And now we take laceless
footballs so much for granted.

Letters too from Denis Coughlan,
Ray Cummins regarding the new
G.A.A. Kit-Bag and well known
writer Raymond Smith among
others. But I have to come back to
Gerry Pender who is still our most
loyal and regular contributor to
Junior Desk. Feile na nGael was
now beginning to get honourable
mention in Junior Desk. And more
names continued to appear like

James Caffrey of Glasnevin and W.
F. Carberry of London now living in
Waterford and Joseph P. Thompson
of Mountrath, Co. Laois and Tom
Moore, Walshtownmore, Midleton,
Co. Cork. And the official G.A. A tie
produced by the McMenamin
Brothers of C.T.C. Ltd. appeared
around this time (1972).

The special Junior Desk Awards
(scrolls) appeared for the first time
in 1972. These have been dis-
continued now. Two new Wicklow
scribes namely Harry Kavanagh and
Terry Doyle appeared in print now.
Also Martin Fox, Printinstown,
Delvin, Co. Westmeath, Martin Orr
of Johnstown, Co. Kilkenny, Sean

Gaughain, Emyvale, Co. Monag- .

han, Kieron Murphy, Greystones,
Oliver Conneely, Shannagh, Glena-
maddy, Co. Galway. (I told a story
concerning Ollie 1n the Down

Padhraic O'Fainin Uachtardn C.L.G.
1970-1973 a good friend to Junior
Desk and Gaelic Sport.

magazine SCORE some years ago
and perhaps Tommy McQuaid will
reprint it elsewhere but if any young
man deserves an award for courage
then 1t should go to Ollie. It was an
occasion too when the generosity of
Jumor Desk readers showed itself),
Mattie McDermott, Ahane, Kil-
kerrin, Ballinasloe, Gerry Cullen,
Belleek, Co. Fermanagh, John
Naughton, Brackagh, Herseleap,
Moate, Mortimer Kelleher, Cork
City, Michael Kirby, Rosbrien, Co.
Limerick, Michael McGrath, Ox
Park, Cloughjordan, Patrick
Leogue, Ballina, Geashill, Co.
Offaly, Tim Murphy, of Rathmore,
Co. Kerry (another very loyal
contributor to this day) and John
Keane of Youghal. Our first Colour
CUT-OUT appeared in July ’73,
with John Quigley as subject
followed by Tipperary’s Mick Roche
the following month. July *73 also
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carried an interview with Kerry’s
Brendan Lynch.

G.A.A. PROGRAMMES

The G.A.A. Provincial Final
Souvenir programmes were
beginning to make their mark now.
And new names continued to appear
as some others disappeared from the
Junior Desk scene. We met Harry
Gormley of Lurgan, Co. Armagh,
Anne Fitzgerald of Islandeady,
Mary O’Grady, Ballyconnoe North,
Lisdoonvarna, Co. Clare (a very

loyal scribe for many years
afterwards), John B. Murphy,
Ballymac, Kilmallock, Sean

Furlong, Dunmore East, Padraig
Mannion, Toomard, Ballinasloe,
Seamus Burke of Finglas, Seamus -
Woulfe, 11, Foxfield Ave., Raheny,
Dublin 5. (another boy to make a
great mark on Junior Desk), John
Fitzpatrick, The Bronx, New York,
James Jackman of Arklow, Tommy
Maher, Urlingford, John
Colclough, Rathnure, Tom Gleeson
of Illinois, who wanted tapes of
games, Liam J. Savage, Cork City,
another young man of sound 1deas
for the G.A.A., Michael O’Hara
Mountrath, Seamus Byrne,
Aughrim and so on.

JIMMY BARRY MURPHY

Now we had begun to introduce
PEN-PAL SECTIONS as well as
Tape-Swopping arrangements.
Interviews with stars from questions
sent in by Junior Desk readers. And
Jimmy Barry Murphy had now
emerged as the darling of Junior
Desk fans — the type of POP hero
loved by sports lovers everywhere.
And now too came the DUBS. New
scribes too like Ronan MacGearailt,
Salthill, Tim Sexton of Mallow,
Sean Rourke of Carrick-on-
Shannon, James McCarthy,
Rosscarbery, Co. Cork, Eoghan
Corry, Lusha, Stratfan P.O., Co.
Kildare (another great Junior Desk
boy who will soon be a fully fledged
sports journalist and already has
contributed greatly to the current
Kildare G.A.A. Yearbook among
other things). It was Eoghan who
first suggested the Programme
Collector’s Club now 1n operation
from Croke Park and Dermot
McCarthy of Bath another great
Junior Desk fan over the years
helped on the idea no end. From

® TO PAGE 48
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Ten Years of Junior Desk

o HEN I first wrote to Junior

Desk ten years ago I was a
fifteen year old student at Sacred
Heart College, Carrignavar in Cork.
Like every young boy I had my own
ideas about the G.A.A. and one
thing that I did complain about at
the time was the price of hurleys. I
think that my letter was one of the
first ever printed on Junior Desk. In
it I said that my favourite players
were Charlie McCarthy, Ray
Cummins and Mick O’Connell.
Little did I think at that time that 10
years later I would be interviewing
some of these players for our Cork
Youth magazine called Clash, of
which I am’” Editor.

Junior Desk did a lot for me and
still plays an important role for our
vounger membersin G.A.A. It made
me feel important at that time when
my letter was printed. After all, I was
just a boy and yet my views were
expressed in a top level G.A.A.
magazine like Gaelic Sport. The
point that I made in the letter at that
time concerning hurleys was just the
idea of a child but how relevant it
still is to-day. Hurleys it can be said
- are still dear. It goes to show that
letters from young boys in Junior
Desk should be taken seriously by
the powers that be in the Association
as they can contain many relevant
points,

I left school in Carrignavar in
1973 and took with me an intense
love for the G.A.A. 1 quickly
became involved in Juvenile affairs
in Liscarroll, my home club, and I
have been training juvenile and

adult teams with my club ever since.,
I also play with our Junior hurling
and football teams although some of
the boys would argue that I am only
just holding my place.

As P.R.O. of the North Cork
Juvenile Board in 1977 I produced
the Board’s 25th Anniversary Book,
‘Iris na nOganach’. It was an eighty
page book. In 1978 I was elected
P.R.O. of the Cork County Juvenile
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Pilib Mac Aogain

Board and as a result editor of the
Board’s publication — Clash. This is

a magazine geared towards Youth

featuring inter-county stars writing
for their young admirers, Charlie
McCarthy, Kevin Kehilly, Martin
O’Doherty, Denis Coughlan, Tony
Hanahoe, John Egan and Pat

Hartigan are but some of our
contributors. I am still editor of that
magazine although commitment to
our family business at night-time
may force me to relinquish my
position — for the present in any
case. At 251 am at an age when work
during the day, bar-work at night
time and my playing activities seem
to clash head on and I seem lost for

free time.
Nevertheless, [ do hope that time

~will heal that rift and that in a few

years when my playing days are over
I can get deeper involved in county
administration. In the meantime my
one wish is that I am give . the health
and energy to help my club to win a
North Cork Junior championship.

The G.A.A. tomr~isatremendous
organisation. Itis th. life and culture
of our country and must continue tc
be so. At local level I believe that it
must give even more leadership and
at National Level it must be clearly
seen to be an organisation interested
in our Youth and interested in the
welfare of our nation,

[ would like to sincerely thank my
good fInend, Jack Mahon, and
indeed- O’Neills for presenting me
with a track-suit to mark the 10th
anniversary of Junior Desk., My
wish 1s that 1t will continue to bring
happiness to our youth all over
[reland for many years yet and that
its leader Jack Mahon will be blessed
with the health and energy to
continue his great work.”

Pilib MacAogain, Liscarroll, Co.
Cork.

M

“U AM naturally pleased that I am
one of the nominees to be
presented with a track-suit from
O’Neills on behalf of Junior Desk.
I think Junior Desk helped many
young people like myself to voice
their opinions in a National maga-
zine and is one in which both children
and adults have an interest in their
chosen section. Junior Desk made it
possible for me to hear other young
people’s opinions on similar subjects
and to see what progress can be
made, if any.

[ am still interested in the G.A.A.
of course, and participate on a local’
level. One hope I would have for the
G.A.A. is to see some of the honours
g0 to counties like Mayo in future. It
makes it less interesting when the
same few counties take all the
honours.

Wishing Junior Desk the best of
luck in the future and for another ten
years.”

Agnes Brogan, Bofeenaun, Ballina,
Co. Mayo.
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«FPYHE first issue of Gaelic Sport

that I read was an early 1973
issue. At the time I was only ten
years old. Junior Desk stood out for
me as my favourite section of the
magazine and it has remained so. As
[ began to write 1n and enter
competitions I began to value Gaelic
Sport, but especially Junior Desk,
more and more and to look forward
to each issue.

I have become steadily more
involved and interested in the
G.A.A. because of Junior Desk. Up
to now I have played tootball and
hurling, competed in Scor na nOg,
and refereed many juvenile matches
as a member of St. Vincent’s G.A.A.
club here in Raheny.

If I have constantly called for a
changed fixture-system 1n the
G.A.A., it 1s because I believe it
would cause a dramatic upsurge in
the G.A.A.’s popularity bothamong
players and spectators. A season
running from early March to late
October based on a concurrent
League and Open Draw champion-
ship has astounding potential. Of
course club competitions which are
the soul of the Association could not
be overlooked and I would see
alternate weekends for county and
club matches.

9 sl . Seamus
. Woulfe

Junior Desk gives young people a
great chance to reflect on and
question what 1s happening in the
G.A.A. Are we happy with facilities
in G.A.A. grounds, big and small,
for players and spectators? The
benefit to the G.A.A. of a forum
such as Junior Desk is incalculable.
This youth forum would never have
been possible without the fantastic
work of Jack Mahon. It is thanks to
you, Jack, that Junior Desk is so
good and so popular. The young
G.A.A. people from all over Ireland
are indebted to you. May the next
ten be just as good!”

Seamus Woulfe, 11 Foxfield Ave.,

Raheny, Dublin 5.

e CONSIDER this selection a

great honour, and I would like
to say a big ‘Thank You’ for
including me among your ten

nominees. The launching of ‘Junior

Desk’ ten years ago, was, I feel, the
biggest thing that ever happened the
‘Gaelic Sport’ magazine. For very
many people, both young and old, it
provided them with a chance to
speak their mind on topics of
G.A.A. interest — a chance which
before that was not present.

You ask what ‘Junior Desk’ did
for me? Well I think 1t 1s no
exaggeration to say that it had a
significant effect on my entire life.
When it first appeared in May 19701
had just turned 10 years of age, an
impressionable time of life, and had
a great interest in sport — hurling
and football in particular. ‘Junior
Desk’ gave me the chance to ‘write-
in’ about my favourite players, my
own experiences and ideas. The
thrill of seeing one’s name in print,
the thrill of having one’s letter
published and looking at one’s
writing on a printed page, was really
fantastic — especially at the age of
10.

I remember very clearly seeing my
name and letter in the September,
October and November editions of
the ‘Gaelic Sport’ of 1970. From
those early experiences, I have no
doubt, came my desire to be a sports
writer. I had sampled the thrill of
seeing my work in printed form, and
like a drug, I longed to see more. . .
and more . . .

I continued to write fairly regular-
ly for the next few years and the thrill
of publication was always great. If

one of the letters happened to earn a
reply from you Jack, it meant so
much more. Those ‘J.M.’ initialled
comments somehow signified a nod
of approval from the ‘Boss’.

Unfortunately I was not a regular,
indeed ‘wrote-in’ very little, there-
after, and for that I apologise and
also regret. But I always read ‘Junior
Desk’ and it 1s still the highlight of
‘Gaelic Sport’. The magazine has
ceased to be a monthly in latter
years, appearing at irregular inter-
vals. Is this because of financial
difficulties, sales (in view of mount-
ing opposition) or lack of assistance?
‘Gaelic Sport’ should be kept alive at
all costs, and in a strong state if at all
possible. It was the lone representa-
tive of Gaelic Games communica-
tions when you made your visit to
the ‘soccer swamped’ Dublin book
shop, which prompted the founda-
tion of ‘Junior Desk’. While the
emergence of two new monthly
(G.A.A. magazines (on a nationwide
basis) 1s to be applauded, the long-
serving ‘Gaelic Sport’ has still a vital
role to play. Maybe things are not as
bad as they seem, I sincerely hope
not.”

L.eo McGough, Brownes Hill Rd.,

Carlow.

& BOUT the G.A.A.? Well, what
canlsay? Firstlyl am proud to
be an Irishman and just as proud
again to be a Galwayman with their
great tradition with the G.AA. Fora
long time the football and hurling
was my social life, until I had a
serious accident as you know.

The G.A.A. did a lot for me
through Paddy Cullen of Dublin. I
cannot say that I have spoken to a
better all-round person than Paddy.
[. hope to meet him again soon. I
want everyone to know that Paddy 1s
that kind of man.”

Ollie Conneely, Shannagh, Glena-
maddy, Co. Galway.
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Tyrone Fergal Conlon of Augher
began to write, Others to appear

now were Fergal Reidy of Celbridge,
Mary White of Freshford, P._atrick
Byrne, Spynans, Kiltegan, Michael
Keevans, New Ross, Denis Kirby,
Kilmallock. And so in May 1975 we
were 5 years old and editor Tommy
McQuaid surprised me with the
CUT-OUT eof myself. It wasn’t the
nicest photo. Don’t know where he
got it but he meant well. And Junior
Desk got the cover of Gaelic Sport,

REMINISCENCES

And that is enough reminiscing for
this month. I'm holding over the
Mailbag. Next month I'll go back on
the last 5 years. I would dearly like to
hear from many of those mentioned
above earlier telling me where they
are now, whether they still read

TRIBUTE FROM O’NEILLS TO
us

As a tribute from O’Neills Sports

Manufacturers and their enterpri-

sing Sales Manager, Seamus Dalton
— a great fan of the Dubs — to our

ten years of Junior Desk, he is
offering ten Track Suit Sets to the
following who in“our opinion did
most to put Junior Desk on its feet.

THE WINNERS:

1. Philip Egan, Main St., Liscar-
roll, Co. Cork.

2. Leo McGough, Brownes Hill
Road, Carlow.

3. Agnes Brogan,
Ballina, Co. Mayo.

4. John Murphy, Moyadda, Tub-
bercurry, Co. Sligo.

5. Oliver Conneely, Shannagh,
Glenamaddy, Co. Galway.

6. Joseph Woods, Cloneyogan,
Lahinch, Co. Clare.

7. Eoghan Corry, ““Lusha’’, Straf-
fan, Co. Kildare.

8. Seamus Woulfe, 11, Foxfield
Ave., Raheny, Dublin §.

9. Mary O’Grady, Ballyconnoe
North, Lisdoonvarna, Co. Clare.

10. Martin Fox, Printinstown,
Delvin, Co. Westmeath.

SUPER PRIZE:

The Super-Prize of Junior Desk’s
Most Loyal Member goes to our old
friend Gerry Pender, Ballymorris,
Aughrim, Arklow, Co. Wicklow who
writes into us Almost Every Month.
Sincere thanks to O’Neills and Shay
Dalton for the Track-Suits and the
Super-Prize of an O’Neill’s Voucher.

Bofeenawn,

Junior Desk, how they think the
G.A.A. will go in the 80’s. It was
very nice going down the byeroads
of the first 5 years of Junior Desk.
Don’t forget to get next month’s

1ssue when we trace the last 5 years.

® FROM PAGE 41

Blackrock, Cork, 4-15: Brian Borus,

London, 1-10.

COLLEGES’ CHAMPIONSHIPS
Provincial Finals (Football)

Connacht: March 16: Tuam: Tuam
EES 1-4; St. Jarlath’s, Tuam,

Leinster: March 16: Navan: Car-
melite College, Moate, 1-5; Fran-
ciscan College, Gormanston, 1-2.

Munster: March 16: Emly: Col-
aiste Chriost Ri, Cork, 0-8; St.
Augustine’s, Dungarvan, 0-4.

Ulster: March 9: Casement Park,
Belfast: St. Patrick’s, Maghera, 3-9;
Abbey C.B.S., Newry, 3-6.

Hurling

Connacht: March 19: Ballinasloe:
Garbally College, Ballinasloe, 1-7;
Portumna College 0-6.

Leinster: March 23: Kilkenny:
Birr Community College, Offaly,
4-3; St. Peter’s, Wexford, 1-1.

Munster: March 23: Buttevant:
North Monastery, Cork, 3-6; St.
Colman’s, Fermoy, 2-9. Draw.
March 30: Buttevant: North Monas-
tery, 2-10; St. Colman’s 2-5. Replay.

All-Ireland Semi-Finals
Football

March 30: Sligo: St. Patrick’s,
Maghera, 2-7;, Tuam C.B.S. 1-9.
Carlow: Carmelite College, Moate,
0-10; Colaiste Chriost Ri, Cork,
0-6.

“B” Championship
March 30: Sligo; De La Salle,
Ballyshannon, 1-8; Ballyhaunis C.S.
1-5. Carlow: Portlaoise C.B.S. 1-7;
De La Salle, Skibbereen, 0-9.

Vocational Schools
March 29: Cashel: Wicklow 0-11;
Kerry 0-9. Sligo: Derry 3-8; Mayo
2-8.
Hurling
March 30: Roscrea, Garbally Col-
lege, Ballinasloe, 1-4; Birr Com-

In case you've forgotten the address
1S:

Junior Desk,

c/0 Gaelic Sport,

80, Upper Drumcondra Rd.,

Dublin 9.

Results Summary

munity College 0-7. Draw. April
6: Thurles: Birr Community Col-
lege 2-15; Garbally College, Ballina-

sloe, 3-4. Replay.

“B" Championship
March 30: Croke Park: Cashel
C.B.S. 5-10; St. Mary’s, Belfast, 0-6.

CAMOGIE
C.C.ILA. League

March 9: Semi-finals: Dublin:
U.C. Galway 5-3: U.C. Dublin: U.C.
Dublin 4-2. St. Patrick’s, Dublin,
6-5; Ulster Polytechnic 2-3.

March 16: Final: Santry, Dublin:
St. Patrick’s, Dublin, 4-1; U.C. Gal-
way 2-2.

National League
March 23: Adare: Kilkenny 2-5;
Limerick 1-2. Attical, Clare 1-2;
Down 1-1.

HANDBALL

Railway Cup Final: Croke Park:
March 22: Leinster P. Ryan, (Dub-
lin), R. Lyng, S. Buggy (Wexford),
T. O’Rourke (Kildare), P. Reilly
(Dublin) bt. Munster T. Morrissey
(Tipperary), John and Dan Kirby
(Clare), P. McGea~'y (Limerick) and

T. Ryan (Tipperary) 122-116.

Atlas Under-22 Trials

Semi-Finals at Ennis: April 6:
Group I: W. Bourke (Kilkenny) bt.
F. McCann (Sligo) 31-27. J. Fleming
(Wextford) bt. G. Coughlan (Clare)
31-26. Coughlan bt. McCann 31-25,
Bourke bt. Fleming 31-23. Fleming
bt. McCann 31-19. Coughlan bit.
Bourke 31-12. Coughlan and Flem-
ing qualified.

Group II: Tony Ryan (Tipperary)
bt. E. Downey (Kilkenny) 31-13. M.
Dowling (Kildare) bt. J. McGovern
(Meath) 31-26. Ryan bt. Dowling
31-18. McGovern bt. Downey 31-24.
Ryan bt. McGovern 31-18. Dowling
bt. Downey 31-23. Ryan and
Downey qualified.
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Age 217

Height: 5ft. 10ins.

Weight: 12st. 7lb.

Cluh: Mullagh.

Position: Left half
back.

Senior Inter-County
Debut: 1972.

CAREER
HIGHLIGHTS

When Connacht
scored a rare Railway
Cup hurling final win
on St. Patrick’s Day,
Iggy was one of their
brightest stars. In 1975
he helped Galway to
take the National
League title, and so a
All-Ireland  senior
medal is now the only

major award missing
from his collection. ‘¥

A member of the ‘*
Galway team beaten
in the 1970 All-Ireland
minor final, this
accomplished defender¥
led the county to their
first national under-21
hurling championship
in 1972,

Iggy, who has
starred in a number of
positions other than
left half, won two
Fitzgibbon Cup (Uni-
versities’ Champion-
ship) medals with

Maynooth, and col- |
lected his third All ‘*
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Star award last Dec-
ember.
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C
investment
of a lifetime

" Abbey Homesteads design and build their houses
with infinite care and attention to detail. Built by
craftsmen using only. the finest of materials an
Abbey Home will bring you a lifetime of secure
comfortable living - and a solid investment too.
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SHOWHOUSE Saturday & Sunday: 2.30-5.30 p.m.
OPENING HOURS: Monday to Friday: 7.00-9.00 p.m.

ABBEY HOMESTEADS LTD., 38/40 UPPER MOUNT STREET. DUBLIN 2. TELEPHONE: 689800.



