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Head Office
P.O. Box 511, Dublin 7. Dun Laoghaire. Blanchardstown,
*Lower Abbey Street, 215, Lower Rathmines 64, Main Street, Finglas,  Co. Dublin,

Dublin 1.

Telephone 786266, Ballyfermot Shopping *70, Gratton Street,

Oifices Centre, Dublin 10 Dublin 2 . |
79, Thomas Street, 1. Fainview Corner, *36, Henny Strevt 9,10 Main St., Clondalkin, 4 Ludlow Street, Navan,
Dublin 8 Dublin 3. Dublin 1. Co. Dublin, Co. Meath. Tel. (46-23083,

At the Dublin Savings
Bank, we have a long
tradition of being on our
customers’ side.

It's not just a matter of
being friendly . . . although
friendly we certainly are.

It's a matter of
implementing services and
facilities specifically for
vour benefit.

That’s why we pay you
more on your imvestments.

-l-l.-
|
|

Road, Dublin 6, Dublin 171,

Dublin Savi

369, North Circular Road, 11, Upper Georges Street. Main Street, Walkinstown Cross,

That's why we're open for
longer hours — until 4 p.m.
each day and 7 p.m. on
Friday; and our Henry Street,
Grafton Street and Lower
Abbey Street offices remain
open during lunch time.
And that’s why we're
opening more and more
branches — people like the
way we do business.

In a phrase —
we're on your side.
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gs Bank

Walkinstown, Dublin 12
The Hill, Monaghan.
The Roundabout, Tel 047-81710.

Dublin 5 "Co. Louth, Tel: 042-31221,

Telephone All Dublin Offices 786266

sAalahide Boad, Artane, 60 Clanbrassil St., Dundalk,
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Question
o
Caring

To provide the power
which is essential to
our civilisation,
generating stations
must be built,
transmission lines
must be erected,
rivers must be
harnessed.

Indoing these things
the ESB keeps the
environment
constantly in mind.
Careis takentorestore
areas which have
been disturbed.

New amenities

and new beauty are
created and new lakes
are formed which
provide facilities

for sailing,

rowing and fishing.

Landscaping.

tree and flower
planting at ESB
stations, rearing and
planting-out young
salmon and trout
inrivers and lakes,
these are just some
of the ways

in whichthe ESB
conserves and improves
the environment
for the people
whom it serves.

A family picnic near an ESB station.
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Angling in a river stocked with salmon

by the ESB.
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Sailing on Poulaphuca Lake.




its raw materials are all home produced

it generates £400,000,000 annually in

our economy. And it sends its 400
products to markets across the world.

[rish Sugar IS your own industry

COMHLUCHT SIUICRE
EIREANN

Early Among This Nation’s Builders

The Policy...

that puts you

® This is the Policy that covers your car, commercial
vehicle or taxi in the event of you having an
accident.

@ The one that does not affect your present "No
Claim Bonus” because it is separate from your
existing Third Party Policy.

® The one that guarantees settlement within 14 days
of receipt of your claim form.

@ The one you can walk in and buy immediately from
your local Irish National office or Broker.

Accidental Damage
Insurance.

hs,

' jrishational

Irish National Insurance Ca. Ltd. 3/10 Dawson Street,
Dublin 2. Telephone: (01) 776881

14 Windsor Terrace, Sea Front, Dun Laoghaire.

Telephone: (01) 808567 800312,

always a good policy.




revolutionin shuvmg
today
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Bic: the blade with the revouton 'ﬂsmﬂg
handle. Tested, proven ' _ ... s e
worldwide to average 50 N & L
smooth shaves a pack.
Whenyou'reready,change /)

the Bic, not the blade.

The Bicblade: at 24p for
three, it's the Bic-est
revolutionin shaving today.
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FO:{}TIBLA.IJL needs a good All-Ireland senior final. Admittedly, Dub-
lin’s clashes with Offaly and Roscommon enlivened the scene
considerably and provided plenty of talking points, but over-all the
impression that emerges from the current campaign so far is of un-
even matches, and disappointing standards generally,

A top-class decider would do much to balance the scales. But
that is not the only reason why the game will gain if Kerry and Dub-
lin set the seal on the season with a memorable match.

Many argue that as these counties are meeting so often nowadays
in major finals, followers are growing weary of the encounters. It
is hardly a valid point at present — although the danger is there that
a continued monopoly of the big matches by Kerry and Dublin would
lead eventually to a fall-off in spectator appeal.

There is undoubtedly much to be said for new | faces and mnew
pairings at regular intervals in All-Ireland finals. Variety adds t:o t-l_le
appeal of the deciders, and also encourages the :we-_a-ker counties, n
particular, to keep battling on in the hope of achieving a worthwhile
hreazﬁf;iame time there are a number of unusual fac:efl:s that help
to mark out this latest decider as one with an appeal .{1{ 1t-§ .!D-Wll. '

There is the shadow of last year’s amazing ﬂnal,_m wiich Dublin
looked to be sailing to victory as they led by five points .aitﬂrrmwemty
four minutes, only to crash to a resounding defeat following the
Michael Sheehy goal that has become a part of the folklore of the
game,

Were Kerry really 17 points the better rt'e-a-n} lE.lS:t 'E.}-Eptembe;r?
Would Dublin have made a sterner defence of their tftle lf. rbhggsy had
not been caught out by that wonderful piece of quick-thinking by

Sheehy?
These are just some of ithe intangibles that colour the backdrop

to the latest show-down.

Then, there is Dublin’s climb back from last year’s debacle and
a disappointing League run, Victory would give the recovery an
almost unbelievable storybook-like finale. .

As for Kerry, they have the opportunty to frank the 1978 win
with the type of authoritative triwmph that would put the present side
into the ranks of the great teams of all time.

A final, then, with much at stake for both counties — and for
football.

The potential is there in both teams to ensure a splendid match.
Let’s hope it will be exploited and revealed to the fullest extent —
for the sake of the game,

COVER PHOTO

UR front cover this month, features the All-Ireland football final-
ists, Kerry and Dublin. |

Kerry: Back row (left to right): Jack O'Sheg, Eoin Li;s.mn, Pat Spil-
lane. John O'Keeffe, Charlie Nelligan, Vincent O'Connor, SE-"CIFI
Wulgh, Ger Power. Front row (left to right): Jimmy Denihan, Mfke
Sheehy, Paud O’Shea, John Egan, Tim Kennelly, Paud Lynch, Mick
Spillane.
Dublin: Back row (left to right): Michael Hickey, Anton O’Toole,
David Foran, Paddy Cullen, Mick Holden, Mick Kennedy, Bernard
Brogan, Bobby Doyle. Front row (left to right): Brian Mullins, Fr:nn
Ryder, Pat O’'Neill, Tony Hanahoce (Capt.), Tommy Drumm, Jim
Roynane and David Hickey.
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Bush, the leading manufacturers of
colour televisions in Ireland, have
developed the most technologically
advanced and brilliantly designed
Television Receiver yet—the Palamatic.

Specially designed for Irish viewing
conditions, the Bush Palamatic range of
colour televisions has fewer components
togive greaterreliability and years of

trouble-free viewing.

Distributors:
Kilroy Bros. Ltd., Shanowen Rd., Whitehall, Dublin 9.
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OE HENNESSY poised to make a strong challenge for ranking as

the GA@LIC SPORT TYLER TOP TEN award winner in hurling

for 1979 . . . Kiam Q’Brien ghead of the field in this month’s review

in hurling f . these are the chief features of the current ratings,

which cover t]_l't; period from August 12 to 'September 2 inclusive, and
are naturally H?mﬂn&ted by the All-Ireland senior hurling decider.

Sterling work at the back was
a major feature of Kilkenny’s
win over Galway. Ger Henderson
and Nickey Brennan did a great
deal in the half back line to
blunt the Western challenge, and
Fan [ILarkin was another who
blended in very vital touches in
th-E: ldEfEﬂ'Dﬂ_

But good work in the rear-
guard will count for naught if it
is not supported by scoreg by the
team’s finishers, and that is
where Liam O’Brien shone in the
latest McCarthy ‘Cup tie. In a
cool, efficient showing, he finish-
ed with g splendid 1-7 to his
credit — just a point short of
the entire Galway tally.

That sharpshooting, allied to
his progressive play, clinched for
O’'Brien a top of the table rating
this month on 44 points. This is
his second appearance of the year
in the charts, as he collected 29
points in June, and so ‘has now a
very creditable 73 points overall
to his name.

Henderson, who takes second
position in the code, moves up
to fourth place over-all for the

year. Ger made his debut in
August on 36 points, and an
additional 42 this month brings
his record to 78 points, itwo
points behind Mick Brennan.

Joe Hennessy fills the sixth
place in the current chart, but
his 34 points send him spectacu-
larly wwp the listings over-all. It is
his third time to gain a place in
a monthly Tyler Top Ten review,
and he now has a splendid
record over-all of 95 points.

This leaves the Kilkenny mid-
fielder in second mplace, only
seven points behind the Ilong-
time pace-setting Francis Lough-
nane (Tipperary).

The football chart presents a
sharp contrast to events in hurl-

ing, with every single player
honoured this month finding
favour for the first time this

SE€dSOI1.

Dominating the review is John
O’Keeffe, whose masterly display
at full back was the best feature
of the disappointing Kerry-
Monaghan All-Ireland semi-final.
The Southerner wing g two points
advantage over the second

7

s_hare the
honours

placed Bernard Brogan (Dublin).
The leading trio in each chart
over-all are:

Hurling: 102 F. ©Loughnane
(Tipperary). 95: J. Hennessy
(Kilkenny)). 80: Mick Brennan
(Kilkenny),

Football: 111: D. Mulligan

(Monaghan). 83: D. Earley (Ros-
common). 71: D. Murray (Ros-
comimon ).

This month’s charts:

HURLING

44 L. O’Brien (Kilkenny) ... 73
42 G, Henderson (Kilkenny) 78
40 Nickey Brennan (Kilkenny) 40
38 Mick Brennan (Kilkenny) 80
36 F. Cumming (Kilkenny)... 36
34 J. Hennessy (Kilkenny)... 95

30 S. Silke (Galway) ......... 67
28 1. Clarke (Galway) ......... 64
26 Joe Connolly (Galway) ... 26
26 F. Larkin (Kilkenny) ...... 26
38 J, O’Keeffe (Kerry) ...... 38

36 B. Brogan (Dublin) ......... 36

34 P. Lynch (Kerry) ......... 34
32 M. Hickey (Dublin) ...... 32
32 M. Sheehy (Kerry) ......... 32
30 P. Cullen (Dublin) ......... 30
28 M. Kennedy (Dublin) ...... 28

26 J. Connor (Roscommon) 26

26 H, Clerkin (Monaghan) ... 26

26 J. McDermott
(Roscommon)



Our Volkswagen Derby
was voted Car of the Year

for 1978 by the Irish Motor-

ing Writers' Association.

To win this award you
have to score a lot of winning
points.

Obviously Derby did.

Because Derby is the per-
fect tamily car. It's economical

doing better than 40 mpg on

regular fuel. Easy on the
pocket too, with servicing.

Only one main service a year

or every 10,000 miles.

And Derby is roomy and
very comfortable. Seats fou

adults in comfort. Plenty of
room in the boot also—for
18.2 cubic feet of luggage.

Derby is the essence of
modern stylish design. Inside,

Outside, our Volkswagen

it's downright luxurious.

Test-drive the Volkswagen

r

Derby today.

Derby

The only way t

0 go.




Michael Holden
(Dublin)

HEN Dwblin walked onto
Croke Park for the Leins-
ter final against Offfaly many in
the huge attendance were having
their first look at the tall, fair-
haired figure of Michael Holden,
whose last-minute selection at
full-back had’surprised even the
most knowledgable supporters of
the Blues

During the  preceding week
speculation had been rampant
concerning the probable replace-
ment for Sean Doherty after the
Leinster champions’ selectors had
nominated “A.N. Qther’” at No. 3.

All sorts of permutations and
combinations had been suggested
in pre-match discussions but few,
if any, people even considered
the 25-yvear-old Cuala clubman,
whose main claim to fame had
been his hurling exploits,

Yet, if one delved deeply
enough, Michael Holden had a
good foothall pedigree
though not as a full-back.

He was a halfback on the
Dublin minor team for two
years, and in 1975 was established
on the under-21 panel that went
on to win the Leinster title. How-
ever, a broken leg sustained
carly that year sidelined him untal
the Autumn and he did not come
onto the team wuntil the All-
Treland semi-final with Mavyo in
Castlebar,

Dublin won that but lost to
Kerry in the final at Tipperary
Town, where Michael had a solid
game at wing back. All his club
football has been played at
centre half-back but he did fill
the No. 3 position once before

MOONDHARRIG’S DIARY

He was handed a jersey
and told “you’re on”

Dublin threw him in at the ‘deep
end against Oiffaly. '

Thal was in a game for 4
Souith County junior selection in
this wear’s county senior cham-
pionship and somebody was suf-
ficiently impressed by him at full-
back that day to recommend him
to the Dublin selectors. Yet, the
man whose quiet, almost self-
effacing style has given Paddy
Cullen ample scope to indulge in
intelligent sweeping tactics, did
not know he would be playing
until a matter of minutes before
the Leinster final!

He was handed a jersey and
told: “You're on.” So ended days
of speculation as to the identity
of Sean Doherty’s successor. In
retrospect, Michael considers it
was the best way to fill the
vacancy: “Had I been picked on
the Tiesday night, a lot of pres-
sure would have been on me for
the rest of the week,” he com-
mented, ‘People would have
been ringing the house and the
tension would have been building
up. As it was, I didn’t have time
to think about it. It was a ques-
tion of going out and getting info
the game.”

Tronically, hurling is Michael’s
first love and he only played club
football to keen fit for the
caman code, This is, of course,

Mystery team

Due to pressure on space we
have had to hold over to next
month the result and the name
of the prizewinner in our
Miystery Team Competition pub-
lished in our August 1Ssue,

9

understandable because his fam-
ily background is entirely Kil-
kenny.

The Holdens from Mullinavat
are a well-known hurling clan,
and one of his unclegs on the
mother’s side, John Sutton, was
a Kilkenny midfielder in the
Fifties, winning an All-Ireland
senior medal against Waterford
in 1957.

Michael himself first played
minor hurling for Dublin when
only 14, he was a very youthful
goalkeeper on the under-21 team
that was beaten a point by Gal-
way in the All-Ireland final of
1972 and he was on the Leinster
side that won the Railway Cup
this vear. His brothers, Vinny
and P.J., have also represented
Dublin in all grades, and the
presence of the Holdens has
made Cuala a force to be reck-
oned with in Liffeyside competi-
tions.

Michael Holden’s next task is
to defuse Kerry’'s Eoin “Bomber”

Liston. There is a school of

thought that suggests he will not
be equal to the task, yet T have a
shrewd suspicion that this quietly-
spoken, dual star will surprise
them because he has, so far,
achieved everything, and more,
expected of him by Dublin’s
shrewd backroom team.

When he trots onto Croke Park
on September 16, there will be
more than the beribboned and
behatted Dublin supporters root-
ing for Michael Holden. There
will also be a strong, and vocal,
contingent from South Kilkenny
cheering a man they proudly con-
sider a “native son.”
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You'll finda "\
lifetime’s security
in an Abbey Home

Abbey Homesteads design and build their houses
with infinite care and attention to detail. Built by
craftsmen using only the finest of materials an
Abbey Home will bring you a lifetime of secure
comfortable living - and a solid investment too.

At present Abbey Homesteads are completing
houses in three magnificent locations:

Whitecliff | Hillside |Rocwood

White Church Road, | (off Church Lane), FOX]_’OCk

Rathfaruh alll. Gr eystgﬂes ;
Close by the Grange (on the main Dublin

Golf Course, I to Bray Road).

7/ \\

ABBEY The style of Living to suit You.

Abbey Homesteads Ltd., 38/40 Upper Mount Street, Dublin 2. Telephone: 689800,

Showhouse opening hours: PR’CE Fixg D

Saturday/Sunday: 3 - 6 p.m. m’!Pﬂs
Monday/Friday: 7 - 9 p.m, T ¢




talents

NE of the remarkable features of the current Kerry

team, regarded by many as the most talented ever
to represent the county, is the fact that it (has been
moulded without the Kingdom’s having achieved great
success at .i'a/nderage level in recent times,

Cork folk are particularly
puzzled by Kerry’s ability to pro-
duce top-class seniors as Cork
have beea the dominant force
in Munster minor football since
1966, with Kerry taking only
four proviacial titles in that 13-
year period, Yet the Kerry sen-
jor side, which has conquered
Cork in the last five Munster
finals, is laden with youthful
players, the oldest being Jolin
O’Keeffe at 28.

Where then did all those fine
young players come from? Tu
my mind Kerry’s secret of suc-
cess is very simple. Realising
that their stock of promising
young players was low, the
Kerry mentors decided it was
necessary to concentrate more
on quality than on quantity 1t
the popularity of their product,
the thoroughbred senior footbal-
ler, was to be maintained.

So they scanned the mraor
teams each year in the hope ot
salvaging two or maybe three
players who seemed capable,
under proper guidance, of mak-
ing the top grade, It was mot an
easy task but the discerning
Kerry back-room boys managed
to spot potential even in the
most apparently moderate of

of Charlie N.

By NOEL HORGAN

""f*

Kerry minor teams.

Any youngster fortunate
enough to attract attention was
immediately whisked away to be
tutored in the skills of his sport-
ing trade. With such a limited
number of pupils in the best
footballing “school” in the land,
those Kerry youngsters were
given every opportunity for de-
velopment. And most of them
graduated with major honours
as a senior intercounty foot-
baller.

By contrast Cork, an inferior
academy 1n any case, was over-
burdened with wyouthful talent.
And it is always difficult to learn
in an overcrowded classroom.

A look back at the 1975 Mun-
ster minor football final 1illus-
trates how capable Kerry are at
producing quality players. Kerry
won that game and took national
honours afterwards in what was
regarded as one of the tamest
All-Ireland series in the minor
grade. A lively Cork fifteen,
however, outplayed Kerry for
most of the Munster final that
year.

Cork looked the more skilful
squad on the day, yet Christy
Ryan and Christy Kearney were
the only members of that minor
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@® THE ONE THAT GOT AWAY

Dublin’s Brian Mullins slips the

ball past Charlie Nelligan of

Kerry while Tim Kenneally
looks on helplessly.

team to make the tramsition to
senior status for this year’s final.

Kerry, on the other hand, have
produced able seniors in J ack
O’Shea, Mick Spillane, Vince
O’Connor, Sean Walsh and Char-
lie Nelligan from their 75 minor
team, the only Kerry team to
win the competition since 1963.
And of that quintet Nelligan 1s
arguably Kerry’s most valuable
acquisition.

Significantly, it was his goal-
keeping feats that kept Kerry
in touch in the °’75 provincial
final, a game which found the
Castleisland man gain promin-
ence in football circles for the
first time. Such was his steadi-
ness throughout that campaign
that he was quickly promoted to
the senior panel.

Charlie was uaderstudy to
Paud O’Mahony at the start of
the 76 championship. It was a
role which the patient Nelligan
seemed destined to fill for a long
time, as All-Star Paud was at the
height of his career and looked

@ OVERLEAF
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@ FROM PAGE 11

to have maay good years ahead
But tragedy struck Paud O’Mah.
ony in the 76 All-Ireland as he
sprained an ankle and was forced
to retire, and into the breach
stepped Charlie to gain his init-
ial taste of championship fare.

Charlie’s efforts were unable to
prevent a rampant Dublin from
succeeding but in the following
months he was to give some ster.
ling displays between the Kerry
posts and as the Kingdom took
the °76-77 league title. 'Charlie
Nelligan played a vital role in
that win, establishing himself as
Kerry’s number one ’keeper.

He has never been out of fav-
our since and seems destined, at
22, to become one of the great
Kerry goalkeepers. Already he
has captured most of the game’s
major honours, Kerry’s All-
Ireland victory last year earning
him his most cherished prize.

Impetuosity, which led to his
dismissal late in the Dublin game
probably cost Charlie an All-Star
award but this vear he has
shown more maturity and it's
doubtful if any other ’keeper will
deny him his right to be nom-
inated the best in the country
when the All-Stars are selected
this year.

Remember that brilliant div-
ing effort which deflected a well-
struck Dinny Allen penalty wide
of the posts in the Munster final.
Versatility is one of Charlie Nel-
ligan’s strong points and he turns
in regularly impressive displays
with his club Desmonds, from the
full-back position.

He has also sampled League
of Ireland soccer with Home
Farm and such is the power of
his dead-ball kicking that he was
nominated as penalty taker with
his Dublin soccer club. Like most
Kerry folk, however, Gaelic foot-
ball is Charlie’s first love and he
has shown beyond doubt that he
is a perfect product of Kerry’s
quality machine of the ’seventies.



‘Ogie’ Moran has

a problem: he

is too versatile'!

By Tom O Riain

HROUGHOUT the winter ever

since the massive victory of
Kerry in last September’s All-
Ireland final we 'had the RTE
sports programmes on Sunday
nights usheyed in with a mix of
clips from _famu:m.s events — the
inevitable J th Treacy, of course,
and among ﬁﬁfre others most not-
ably Ogie M'm;-an showing his fine
set of teeth In a huge grin of
friumph as he raises the Sam
Maguire Cup.

Heady stuff, indeed, and ithe
point at which any footballer
might think he had arrived to the
extent that it would take some
special carelessness on 'his part to
lose hig place on his county team.
Not so Denis Moran, for he has
been, as is usual with him, the
ultimate in enthusiasm and de-
dication to Kerry football, He
was working on his fitness when
others were taking it easy for the
winter; he was thinking and plan-
ning and practising skills when
others were resting on their oars.

Nevertheless, when the challen-
ges and tournaments were out
of the way, and the League had
gone the way of all things that
have become too familiar, Ogie
found that the championship
team to represent the Kingdom
was <shaking down into shape
without him,

A trial here and a switch there,
just for the sake of satisfying the
selectors that some of their res-
erves had the makings if they

happened to be needed at any
future crucial time. From Moran’s
point of view, the devilish thing
about it was that the trialists
proved so good that they got a
hold of the positions.

It i1s sometimes a marvellous
thing to be adaptable and gble to
pick up any position on a team
which becomes vacant and make
a fine job of filling it. Ogie was
blessed by the Kerry selectors
when he turned into a centre-
forward one vear when a handy
lad was needed who could fetch
and carry and probe at the same
centre of the Dublin defence.

At other times they have been
very thankful for his ability %o
“hang in” at centre-field or ‘thalf-
back — the number of his roles
in the different grades have al-
ways been geared tp the interests
of the team.

Despite such adaptability, the
all-round man can find himself in
difficulty in the occasional event
of the emergence of the team of
specialists of high calibre. It was
Ogie’s misfortune (from g per-
sonal point of view) that such an
unusual thing happened in Kerry
in the present generation.

Worse still, it is not just one
team of high quality specalists
that have emerged; there are two
or three in the queue for almost
every position nowadays, all pro-
testing the best of skills and a
confirmed ability to slot into the
machine-like structure that now
goes under the name of Kerry in
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senior football.

Ogie Moran would beat most
of them up a stick if the estimate
was to be made on the basis of
all-round ability; if every player
was to be tried in all fifteen
places, I have very little doubt
that Moran would win on points,
as it were, over the fifteen
rounds.

Mind you, as I write, it 1s not
at all certain that last year’s
captain will not again be lining
out in Croke Park at the start of
the All-Ireland final against Dub-
lin. There are pressures on those
in the team and it was clearly in-
dicated by the team management
even after the big win over Mon-
aghan that they were not at all
sure who would actually make
the team for the final.

Much of this is psyvchological
poppycock, of course, to keep
everyone on their toes, and when
the selectors and manager find
themselves in such an uniquely
comfortable position they are not
slow to make the best of it.

But there is truth in it, too. As
the championship progresses to
the final hurdle the degree of
truth diminishes, because there
is less chance now that Kerry will
throw in one of the fringe-players
who have been running hard for
places, but who have not had the
opportunities to gain experience
and to fit into the team.

Therefore, when Mick O’'Dwyer
issued orders tp everyone to get

® TO PAGE 15
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cracking in preparation for the
All-Ireland final, he was, I would
say, mnot really promising much
to the outsiders. The exception
is Ogie Moran, for he has the ex-
perience, the proven nerve for
rhe big occasion and the ability to
outshine any man at the special
Kerry brand of football.

Where could he get in? Centre-
forward where he has previously
had such an amount of exper-
ience? Naturally, that must be his
No. 1 hope. But what a standard
of competition to have to measure
against — Sean Walsh, who was
not 100 per cent. to the selectors’
satisfaction in the semi-final, or
Tom Doyle, most talented and a
specialistr in centre-forward play,
but whose/luck has been right out
when he, did have a <chance to
establish ‘himself for good in the
team, .
Yet, Modan is not limited ito
centre-forwand. In the open style
of play that often prevails in mid-
field mowadays he would be a
wonderfully handy man to have
scuttling in and out under the
legs wof big fellows, if anything
went astray in the Jack 0’Shea-
Vincent 'O’Connor partnership.

Paud 0O’Sheg and Paudie Lynch
seem to have been losing a tiny
bit of their dominance at wing
half-back; should one of them mot
quite please the selectors they
know they have Ogie at hand, for
it is his ability to intercept, stick
like glue to an opponent, and
read the game minubely in order
to be ready for the cover or the
back up, that are among his best
qualities.

At corner back Jim Denithan
has had his troubled moments in
the past few years, though he has
proven that he is a survivor by
always coming up trumps when
fearg for him were greatest. And
Mick Spillane has tended to be
more exciting in his bursts away
from defence than in the engine
room behind, So Moran could
close up any gap that appeared

5
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A HANDSHAKE

[

BETWEEN CAPTAINS. As referee Seamus

Aldridge looks on, Kerry's captain Denis ‘Ogie’ Moran shakes hands
with Dublin captain Tony Hanahoe before the 1978 All-Ireland
Football Final.

there.

Supposing John Egan does not
impress the selectors with his fit-
ness and all out effort, would not
Moran be the obvious man to take
his place? Come #to think of it,
would he not be in line to replace
Charlie [Nelligan? Well, after
Paudie Mahony had had g go, at
least,

Yet, when all’s said and done,
it is, perhaps, this great range of
positions which he could fill with
flair that makes Moran’s chances
of making the first fifteen less
promising, He is too good a man
in the No. 16 jersey, standing by
to mend any broken part or
leaking valve.

However, there is, even in this
unusual situation of a captain
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(and an outstanding one) who
cannot find his place subsequen-
tly, a certain tie-in with the hist-
ory and tradition of the Kingdom.
Question Times have brought up
again and again the one about
the All-Ireland captain of a team
which drew the final, who was
omitted from the replay ............
Gus Cremins, of course.

And those who believe in par-
allels and in history repeating
itself will also wish to recall that
Gus came on as a sub. near the
end of the replay and kicked in
the balls that robbed Roscommeon.
If only this wyear’s Roscommon
forward line could have shot a
few straight ones against Dublin,
we might have had a total repet-
ition of history.
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T would be pointless to mini-
mise the loss of Jimmy Keav-
eney to Dublin in this latest show-
down with Kerry. He has been
such an exéting and vital unit in
the side/ since his celebrated
come-back * to inter-county foot-
ball in .]'-111'-.3{’1 1974, that there can
be little dqubt his great craft,
leadership and deft touches
around goal would have been in-
valuable to the challengers.

On the other hand, it is no dis-
respect to the long serving tull
forward and marksman supreme
to say that if the Leinster cham-
pions fail to mecord what would
surely rank as their most cele-
brated win vet, it will hardly be
for the want of a freetaker,
Michael Hickey showed this by
the way he treated every Kkick
from a free for Dublin against
Roscommon with the mood of a
miser,

The Raheny club man’s lethal
finishing paid off in an eight
points haul that would have done
justice to the master himself.
Then, there was the splendid
finale that this younger brother
of David put to his memorable
day’s work by shooting a great
winning point from play four
minutes from time,

A frst rate show, and all the
more meritorious because the
Nublin forward was having only
his first full game of the current
championship campaign, After
that showing, carved out in the

§
% THE DUBS’
%

NEW HOT-SHOT

By Neil McCavana

strong pressures of a keen con-
test, the new hot shot of Dublin
football is unlikely to be affected
by the tensions of an All-Ireland
senior final debut.

He has some experience as well
of playing against Kerry in a
major decider, In 1977 when the
Southerners beat the Dubs in fthe
National League final, Michael
Hickey was called in from the
substitutes’ bench.

That was a role he was to fill
in prominent fashion in the Lein-
ster championship of 1378.

Hickey went in as a sub when

Dublin got their programme off
to a very encouraging start with
a big win against Louth at Navan,
and he was among the substitutes
for the next engagement, the
semi-final at Newbridge against
Wicklow.

As the Wicklowmen made an
unexpectedly bold bid to de-
throne the provincial champions,
Michael Hickey was called m
from the subs bench, and was to
prove the man to effectively
spike the challengers’ hovpes.

Twenty-three minutes into the
second half the brave-hearted
Wicklowmen were bidding hard
tor glory as Dublin held on to a
somewhat precarious lead of 4
single point. Then, Hickey took a
pass from Tony Hanahoe, and
sent the ball to the net for Dub-
lin’s second goal, a score that put
the holders back again into the
driver’s seat.
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@ M :-'.chael Hickey, Dué;lin’; new
‘hotshot’ sharpshooter.

The clever and incisive sub
added on two points for good
measure. He was pressed 1nto ac-
tion again as Dublin battled dog-
gedly with fourteen men 1o
snatch that last gasp Wwin over

Offaly, and once more Michael

Hickey found the target, hitting
a point from a free.
Weigh in his

nine points

against the Connacht champions,

and it adds up to the somewhat
remarkable situation that, al-
though the younger Hickey has
played only one full match in the
series, he has still taken over
leadership in the Dublin scoring
chart from Jimmy Keaveney.
Hickey has 1-13 from his tour
appearances, while the famed
full forward helped himself to
1-12 in his three engagements,
® OVERLEAF
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including that lmited outing in
the Leinster final,

Michiael Hickey will have 3
birthday present to top them all
if Dublin regain the Sam Maguire
Cup. He will be 25 the day before
the final.

Like so many more senior
stars, he has come up through
the ranks and was in the Dublin
team that won the 1971 Leinster
title at minor, His team-mates in-
oluded Michael Holden, who wore
the No, 14 jersey, John MicCar-
thy, at midfield in the provincial
final, and Brendan Pocock, who

Il

made that surprise appearance
in the game against Roscommon,
— He was left half back in the 1971
minor side.

Michael Hickey has had a
chequered career as a sSenior
with the Dubs, It will come as a
surprise to many that as far back
as 1976 he saw considerable ac-
tion with the premier outfit, and
over the year made around seven
appearances in the side.

He has been in action in the
top grade at irregular intervals
each year in the meantime, and
had exhibited in exciting fashion
his skills as a free-taker, and his
l class in general play long before

finally grabbing the headlines in

' m
/ / // ; " “I ” I q-lr . ‘M\N | such fine style against Roscomi-
|

L

it mon. That match, however, un-

doubtedly marked g major high

point in his career.

~ With it, he must surely have
\ arrived as a regular with the side,
, irrespective of Jimmy Keaveney’s

plans for the future.

At a time when the value of a
free-taker has been so strongly
emphasised in football, and with
Kerry, superbly equipped in this
regard, Michael Hickey has
flashed a red light to the cham-
pions with that great showing
against Roscommion ... and given
Dublin supporters, too, a great
deal of extra cause for confidence
as they impatiently await this
latest chapter in the story of the
most pulseraising rivalry in

Getup
andgo,
and say

afsfor |

modern football.
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JOHNO IS PRINCE
OF MODERN
FULLBACKS

By NOEL HORGAN

—

HILE Kerry's huge scoring

feats and the sheer brilliance
of their attacking sextet has at-
tracted most” attention during
their journdy to this year’s All-
Ireland final, it would be unwise
to assume “‘that if the forwards
are 51,11:'(:111;-3:?1';I an unlikely occur-
reace in any case, then Kerry’s
hopes of success will be automa-
tically dashed.

The Kerrymen are more than
adequately equipped in every de-
partment though the midfielders
incurred criticism, rather un-
fairly I felt, for a tame perform-
ance in the Momnaghan game.

I have no doubt that Kerry’s
midfield duo will prove formid-
ible opponents in the final but,
should they slump, the King-
dom’s defence should be equal
to any extra burden placed on it.

On paper the Kerry rearguard
looks an imposing unit with the
last line of defemnce clearly re-
flecting the perfect balance
which the team has achieved,
Jim Denihan, John O’Keeffe and
Mick Spillane form the wall
which fronts Charlie Nelligan
and the trio, with their differing
styles of play, complement each
other superbly.

Denithan in the right-corner is
the tenacious one, the player
who shadows his direct opponent
from the throw-in and is always
hard to tackle, Spillane on the
left is a much more subtle de-

fender using timely interceptions
and intelligent covering as his
main defensive weapons, while
between Denihan and Spillane
is O'Keeffe, the prince of mod-
ern defenders and a player
richly endowed with all the skills
of the game.

John 0O’Keeffe, the ‘veteran”
of the side at 28, is the most
decorated of this much-honoured
Kerry team. An outstanding

underage player in his day, John

had barely finished his term at
St. Brendan’s College, Killarney
when he was drafted on to the
county senior panel in 1969.

Within a vear or so he had
established himself on Kerry’s
first fifteen and he won his first
All-Treland medal in 1970 at the
tender age of nineteen.

Success has followed the Aus-
tin Stacks man around since
then and among the most cher-
ished prizes in his enormous
trophy-list are Railway Cup hon-
ours won with both the Com-
bined Universities and Munster,
and All Star awards and an All-
Ireland club medal.

Strangely, it is only since 1979
that Johm O’Keeffe has estab-
lished himself as a full-back with
Kerry. Prior to that, Johm, be-
cause of his high-fielding ability
and various other skills, was
called upon to do duty in what-
ever department the Kerry men-
tors felt was most troublesome.
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-1 - .:;,,;v::'"' # i ,
Mike Sheehy, No. 15, of Kerry
acknowledges the applause after
yet another Spectacular score.
Billy Morgan (Cork goalkeeper)

doesn’'t look so happy.

He began his career at mid-
field as assistant to the great
Mick O’Connell but as that fine
Kerry team in the late 'sixties
and early ’seventies began to
break-up, the young O’Keefte
was asked to play a more res-
ponsible role.

He spent a period at centre-
back but when a host of Kerry
newcomers emerged in 1975,
John, at 24, was burdened with
the task of guiding them from
the full-back position. His suc-
cess is mirrored in the fact that
Kerry took All-Ireland honours
that year while John himself
was chosen as the most out-
standing footballer and received
the prestigious Texaco award for
1975.

John has seldom strayed from
the full-back berth since then and
is now generally regarded as
one of the greatest players ever
to occupy the position. Domin-
ant in the air, swift, strong and
elegant on the ground, John
O'Keeffe is usually master of the
area around the Kerry square.
What emphasises his greatness is
the fact that he almost always
performs his difficult task with

@ TO PAGE 37
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KERRY ATTACK
ARE BESNT

IN THE GAMEL

... b-14;

Dublin ...

. 0-9

Monaghan ... ... ... ... 0-7

0 why the vociferous complaints about the poverty of Monaghan?

between Monaghan and Dublin.

r \ E
Or s}:l::}rﬁl we conclude that there are really only a few points

And, fl‘ﬂiﬁ'r_ﬂ‘lﬂt, should we further conclude that Kerry will win the
All-Ireland ﬁ'lilﬂl as comfortably as they beat Monaghan recentiy?

I make the points not by way
of serious argument or apropos
of anything at all, except to in-
dicate that statistics can be made
to prove an awful lot more than
will, in fact, stand up to the light
of comimonsense,

And, further from that again,
it is clear that little or nothing
can be safely concluded about the
Kerry-Dublin final, That makes it
all the more intriguing and tickles
the curiosity—no more than that.

The evidence which appears to
be capable of interpretation sug-
gests that, in fact, Kerry have
reached a standard of develop-
ment of the modern style of foot-
ball which is a big leap beyond
that which anyone else has mast-
ered. The comparision between
Dublin and Roscommon in their
semi-final and Kerry against
Dublin in last yvear’s final, on the
one hand, and the performance
of Kerry against Monaghan rec-
ently, on the other, suggests that
4]l the others are playing on one
level while Kerry is alone on a
higher rung of the ladder.

Dublin and Roscommon, in part-

icular, appear to have mastered
a large part of what can be learnt
about defence and midfield and
covering off and restricting the
opposition @and putting them
under as much pressure as Ppos-
sible. They also appear to have
a studied and well conceived plan
of how to mount attacks and back
one another up, working the ball
and the players into serried posit-
ions so that 'an opening is forced
and a score contrived.

But, while Kerry have little or
nothing to Iearn from anyone
about ‘how to harass attacking
forwards; and few can teach them

Eoin Liston
(Kerry)

“John Egan
(Kerry)
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By Jay Drennan

anything about pulling the leather
down to their arms at midfielaq,
they have gone g clear step ahead
of the posse when it comes to
attack.

For one thing they have mar-
vellously skilful forwards when
it comes to performing the basics
of the trade: catching cleanly
without fumbling, whether g long
kick or a pass; swerving or ang-
ling for a shot; shooting, It is a
thing that ought to be said about
any forward line which considers
itself worthy of consideration
among the elite, but, unhappily
for the game of football, it is sel-
dom possible to say it.

Beyond the basics, however,
Kerry have a concept of attack
that is away ahead of anything
we have seen from any of the
others. On the surface it mani-
fests itself in the speed of the
build up and the precision of the
finish. But underneath that sur-
face appearance there 1s a oom-
plex of machinery that makes the
play look that way.,

The players have been toget-
her for a very long time — since
boyhood. They know one another
so well by now that there is a
certain instinctive quahty working
for them as well as all the other
things. But, before that can be-
come effective, vou have to have
an awful lot of practised moves
and deep thinking in the bank.

Looking at photographs of
Kerry can be interesting. You
will find dozens of pictures in
which some of their players have
just gained possession at the
breakdown or interception of an
opposition attack. Suppose it iS
Paud O’Shea. He will be going flat
out, But, so will two or three
others in a line, including invar-
iably Pat Spillane, and probably
Ger Power or Jack O’Shea or
Sean Walsh . . .

® TO PAGE 35
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HANDBALL

HE <concept wof a 'nandball

court in every G.A.A. complex
is certainly the ideal, not only
of Handball Administrators, but
indeed of G.A.A. officials whio see
the real strength of the Associat-
ion in a fusion of the sports
which branch from the main
body. L

There was a time when I fore-
saw a multiplicity of handball
courts dﬂ-t:‘ceigi in G.A.A. grounds
throughout the country.

Time has mellowed my vision
and prompted me to tangle with
realism.

The simple facts are that hand-
ball is a specialised sport, requir-
ing coaching for the uninitiated,
and, thereafter, intensive dedioat-
ion by the pupil if any reasonable
degree of proficiency 1s to be
attained.

It takes a long time to become
a handballer, That explains why
the GJA.A. club without a tradit-
ion for handball i1s hesitant to
embark on the construction of a
ballcourt.

The pessimists can only envis-
age it as a white elephant. Thus,
we find g situation where clubs
are catering for sports not includ-
ed in the charter of the Associat-
ion, while handball, by virtue of
its specialist nature is a non-
runner. The time is opportune,
then to market the handball pack.
age.

In effect, the construction of a
standard 40 x 20 court need not
necessarily be a wvreserve for
playing handball only, but, I am
sure, to the surprise of most
readers, it is also the standard
playing area for racquetball. ‘And

what is racguetball?

It is a game that evolved from
handball and has all the charact-
eristics and rules of the latter
except that the ball which re-
sembles a tennis ball is hit by
a racquet instead of the hand. It
is in existence for approximately
28 years and owes its origin to
one Joe Sobek. He founded it
together with a group of friends
in the YM.C.A. club at Green-
wich, Connecticut and in the
space of a few years it had turned
into a national craze,

Indeed, at the time, Sobek had
no idea that the game would ex-
pand to such a degree, since his
original plan was only to provide
an alternative form of recreation
to handball for his own group of
friends. The construction of a
suitably balanced racquet and the
provision of a playing ball all
presented their own problems
but, in time, the sophistication of
manufacturing technigques was to
smooth all difficulties,

The expansion of the game
was now a conflagration. It spread
to Memphis, St. Liouis, later to a
city in Texas and then San Diego.
In turn, racquetball players could
be found in Ohio and El Paso,
Texas, from whence the game
was shuttled south to Chihuahua
and when the mualitary latched on
to it the racquetball found its
way into Germany, Italy and
Hawail.

Nowadays, racquetball far out-
strips handball in terms of pop-
ularity and the numbers playing
it. This is due to the sport’s
fundamental wirtues. It 1s easy
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BY SEAN CLERKIN

NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN IRISH ALLEYS

to learn and to play.

It is extremely popular with
people who are looking for a
good work-out — from executives
to housewives — but whi are not
necessarily outstanding athletes.
All of which brings me back to
the kernel of my story.

The specialist nature of hand-
ball makes it impractical, in many
cases, for a G.A.A. club to build
a court for the exclusive playing
of handball, but the introduction
of macquetball obviously gives
the building a multi-purpose
sporting mole.

That would be in line with the
thinking of most «club officials
faced with the task of providing
facilities. I+ should, of course, be
stated that racquetball is plaved
in most 40 x 20 courts through
the country, and is fully accepted
as a sport In its own right,

And it is on the cards that it
will be seen in a new dimension
when the first ever racquetball
championships will be held in
October. They will be staged in
the private court of J. J. Jennings
at Goatstown and this is signific-
ant in itself since Jennings is a
former [President of the Irish
Handball Council. So, we will not
view racquetball as an opponent
for handball but rather ag an
asset and incentive for our
G.A.A. clubs to construct courts.
‘Whether they be handball courts
where racquetball is promoted or
racquetball courts where hand-
ball is promoted is really irrelev-
ant, The important factor is that
the 40 x 20 alley will be, for all
of us, a useful ally.
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HE ’Seventies go out as they

began on the senior football
championship scene with Kerry
in their familiar role of All-Ire-
land senior finalists. In 1970, the
Kingdom made a successtul de-
fence of the All-Ireland crown at
the expense,of Meath,

Once mote, of course, they are
in the rote of defending cham-
pions. Then,,on the other side we
have Dublin, who contributed so
much to fﬂ-ﬂt,h)ﬂil.l in the decade.

Some of the outstanding events
in championship vlay in this era
of exciting Kerry-Dublin rivalry
are mirrored in +this month’s
chapter of our popular aquiz, ON
THE SPOT . .. Indeed, a few of
the guestions go back even fur-
thier.

There are five separate sec-
tions, with an extra long one to
start on the major match over the
vears. As wsual, points are
awarded for each guestion to help
add that vital dompetitivie
element which gives an added
enjoyment to the quiz,

Let’s get under way, then, by
spotlighting:

THE SHOWPIECE MATCH

1 A diffioult one to start with,
Name the only footballer to have
captained a senior title winning
team in the code from the half
back line in the past 11 cam-
paigns?

2. The first score in last year’s
show-down came in just under
two minutes, Who was the man
on the Trgel? .cuvvmamsiseeisnn

3. The top attendance for a
senior final stands at 90,556. In
what year was that peak estab-
lished?

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

4 Only one substitute was in-
troduced during last year’s final—
a Kerry man. Who was he?......

.............................................

5 Who was the last Ulster man
to referee the showpiece match?

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

6. It is hardly necessary to re-
mind vou that Jimmy Keaveney
was Dublin’s top scorer in last
year’s summit. But did he chalk
up 0-8, 1-3, or 0-77

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

7. Dublin ended a long losing
sequence in championship clashes
with the Kingdom by winning the
1976 final. Was that their finst
win over the Southerners in the
series in 38, 42 or 45 years?

8. Only one All-Ireland senior
final has been playzd outside of
the country. The venue was the
Polo Grounds, New York. What
was the year, however? .....

9. There has been only one
drawn football final at sznior so
far in the present decade. Name
the year and glso the finalists for
Fall mrarke? ..ccssemmmnisissviss sy

10, The exact score-line in last
vear’s Kerry-Dublin summait?

Each «question carries five
points for a correct answier, and
a ten points bonus may be col-
lected for amswering all ten
queries. So, 60 points on offer In
this section. YOUR SCORE

Now, the spotlight is exclusive-
ly on personalities in section two.

PLAYERS' PARADE

1. Pictured above arz two men
who won All-Ireland Senior

25

medals during the 'Seventies with
Kerry and Dublin, Who are they?

2. The initial Carrolls All Star
football team was chosen in 1971.
Who was the first All-Ireland
MEDALIST honoured in goal?

s

3 This one tim2 Kerry defend-
er and a former Texaco award
winner of the early ’Seventies,
will have an important off the
pitch role on finals day, though
not at senior level, Who is he?

4. Tony Hanahoe, who led
Dublin to their last two Sam

@® TO PAGE 27
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Texaco Havoline Motor Oil is
the one chosen by top racing
drivers around the world.

The same high performance
motor oil they use is available
atevery Texaco

Service Station. E x AC
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Maguire Cup wins, is the only

Leinster man to skipper {two
trophy winning combinations
TG OF BARETY' ovomssmmeveemsmyansmns

5. Only one member of the Dub-
lin side has won a Railway Cup
medal — and that was not gamed
with Leinster. Name the player in
quiestion, and the side he helped
to take the fitle? ....cooiiviiiiiiinn.

Five points again for each
guestion, and a five points bonus
for an all-correct return. Total
marks possible: 30. YOUR SICORE

Now, let’s out the spotlight
firmly on the senior finalists,
starting with the defending cham-
pions from:

.~ KERRY

1. Michf&el Sheehy's goal in last
year’s final is again a live topic
as the Kingdom get set for this
latest show-down, But wias that
the Southerners first, second or
third goal of the match? .........

2 Who wore the No, 9 jersey
for Kerrv last September? ......

3. What position did Denis
‘Ogie’ Moran fill in the 1975 All-
[reland senior final win over the
Dubs?

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

4 You probably know that Tim
Kennelly leads the Kingdom this
season. But what is his club?

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

5. Who are the 1975 All-Ireland
senior medalists pictured in col.
one?

Five marks for each correct
answer, plus another five points
for getting all right, Marks pos-
sible: 30. YOUR SCORE ............

A chance herle to run the rule
over the challengers:

DUBLIN

1. Only one Dubliner other than
Keaveney got among the scores
last year against Kerry. Name
the footballer in question? ........ ;

2. Who was the Metropolitans’
right half back when they went

under in the 1975 decldﬁn:*‘?

3. Who are the htwn Aﬂll-'I-nerl-aﬁdh

senior medalists pictured above?
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4. Michael Holden’s dlub? ......
5. How many mnewcomers did
Dublin call up during last year’s
final?
Marks possible: 30 (Five for
each auestion plus the wsual
bonus). YOUR SCORE.
Let’s wind mup ON THE SPOT
. with a section on the
MINORS
1. What did Duwblin score Iin
last vyear's unsuccessful bid
against Mayo. Was it 4-9, 3-8, or
o S S = - e > T
2. Who wore the No. 14 jersey
for the voung Dubs in that tie?

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

llllllllllll

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

3. When did Kle:rw last win the
All-Ireland minor crown? .........
4 Who wore their No. 14 jersey
against Down? .........coeiiivveniions
5. Name the rival captains? ...
Marks possible: 30, at ‘five
points each, plus the bonus.
YOUR SCORE. .....ovviiiiiiiiiinnnens

HOW DO YOU MEASURE UP

With 180 points possible, a tally
of 160 or over earns you amn
EXCELLENT rating. 125 to 160
ranks as VERY GOOD, and 95 to
125 is GOOD.

Printed upside down
to avold distraction
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THEI%JE is a familiar look 1in
more ways than one to the
latest clash for the coveted Sam
Maguire Cup. Apart from the
now well-known fact that this will
be the fourth meeting of Kerry
and Dublin in five years at this
stage of the championship, the
match will maintain an earlier
pattern in that one of the finalists
will be filling the role of defend-
ing champions.

And, one wonders if history
will repeat itself. In each of the
last three clashes the holders lost
their title.

Dublin got back into the hon-
ours list in 1974 after an interval
of eleven years, but their bid for
the double was spiked the
following September by a young
and eager Kerry side that march-
ed to a 2-12 to 0-11 success.

It was Kerry and Dublin again
in 1976 in the decider. But that
day the Metropolitans had a
memorable revenge on a 3-8 to
0-10 scoreline.

The sequence was renewed last

PROBLEMS

An analysis by Owen McCam%

year as the Dubs strove for a
rare hat-trick of All-Ireland
championships. But in the sum-
mit meeting, Kerry powered
away from that much discussed
Michael Sheehy goal three
minutes from half-time for a com-
prehensive 5411 to 0-9 win,

The men from the Kingdom
have not really been tested on
the road back to a familiar set-
ting in September, even if the
game is a week earlier than
usual this time. They trounced
IClare by 9-21 to 1-9 at Miltown-
Malbay in early July, and then
entertained traditional Munster
final rivals Cork in Killarney
later in the month.

A goal by Ger Power five
minutes after the start set Kerry
on the way to their fifth succes-
sive Munster title, and at the
end they were clear-cut winners
by ten points — 2-14 to 2-4.

Monaghan, the mnew heroes
from Ulster, were next to take
the full brunt of the Kerry scor-
ing machine. It took the cham-
pions only eight minutes to grab
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the first goal of the match, scored
by Eoin Liston, and from then on
the 1ssue was really never in
doubt. At the final whistle, Kerry
had a whopping' 22 points in
hand — 5-14 to 0-7.

Dublin, in sharp coatrast. had
many anxious moments in a
march that has earned them a
slice of history in that they are
the first county to win six All-
Ireland senior football semi-finals
in a TOwW.

There was not much cause for
concern at any time 1ia the
Dublin camp in the first appear-
ance in defence of the Leinster
title at Navan in early June as
Louth were crushed by 4-16 to
0-4

But it was a different story at
Newbridge in the proviacial semi-
final as unsung Wicklow made an
unexpectedly spirited bid to de-
throne the holders, Dublin had
some uneasy periods in that tie,
but still managed to finish good
winners by 3-13 to 2-7.

The Leinster final was the
game In which the Metropoli-

|
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tans’ crowa looked lost for long
spells, yvet was saved in what
must rank as one of the greatest
performances by this talented
squad during the current success
story.

The dismissal of Jimmy Keav-
eney a minute before the inter-
val left the Dubs, who were then
trailing by two points, with a
real uphill task against a smart-
moving Offaly side.

In the second half, however,
the champions proved their
mettle and tremendous will to
win, as they stuck bravely to the
daunting task on ‘hand, and
eventually reaped a dramatic re-
ward as Bernard Brogan goaled
thirty seconds from time to put
Dublin ahead for the first time—
and when is also mattered most.
The 1-8 to 0-9 win earned the
Liffeysiders ranking as the first
since Kildare in 1931 to win six
Leinster crowns in succession,

Roscommon, buoyed up by a
first National League title
triumph in May, and three Con-
nacht championships on the troft,

i e T

@ David H
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Kerry's Tim Kennelly in last vear's All-Ireland Final.

looked as if they were about to
end the Dublin winning sequence
when they grabbed the only goal
of the semi-final between these
counties. That score by substitute
Michael Finneran came thirteen
miautes from time, and put the
Westerners a point clear, but
once more Dublin’s refusal to
accept defeat was evident as they
took up the new challenge. T'wo
points from Michael Hickey got
them home by 0-14 to 1-10.

Some of the men who may be
to the fore in chapter four of
the. modern-day history of Kerry-
Dublin meetings include:

Mick Holden. who had the rare
distinction of taking his senior
championship debut at almost the
last minute in the Leinster final
in July, and emerging with a
proud new reputation at full
back and a provincial medal.

Better known as a hurler until
now, he was centre half forward
in the Teinster team that lifted
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the Railwav Cup last April, and
is a member of the Cuala club.

Holden is 25, and is g former
county minor, He won a Leinster
medal in football in 1971, and
was at left half back in the
under-21 team beaten in the 1975
All-Ireland final by a Kerry side
that included eight of the present
senior XV. Holden was full for-
ward for Dublin when they made
a brave bid against Kilkenny in
the Leinster senior hurling semi-
final at Athy earlier this year.
scoring 2-3.

Charlie Nelligan was in goal
for the Kerry under-21 team that
beat Dublin in that final four
years ago. He collected further
national medals in the grade in
1976 and 1977, and helped Kerry
to their last League crown 1in
1977.

Now 22, he is a bright link
with last year’s Sam Maguire
Cup side, and plays club fare

@ TO PAGE 31
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The wise and efficient use of energy is the basis of profitable
modern farming. Information is the key. This is provided by the
E.S.B. in a series of leaflets that include:

® Group Water Schemes

® Rural Water Supply

® Dairy Water Heating

® Milk Cooling

® High Pressure Hosing

® Slurry and Effluent Disposal

® Fire Fighting on the Farm

® Infra Red Lamps for Creep Heating in the
Farrowing House

® Grain Conditioning and Storage

® Grain Handling

® Feed Preparation, Storage and Distribution

® Stock Housing — Automatic Environment Control

® Vegetable Drying — Cooling — Storage

® Electricity for Horticultural Applications

® Single to 3-Phase Converters

® Night and Day Rates of Charge

This literature gives advice on the energy efficient use of electricity
and explains the special advantages of availing of off-peak power.

Phone, call or write to your nearest E.S.B. service centre or
the Agricultural Advisory Unit, E.S.B. Lr. Fitzwilliam Street,
Dublin 2, and ask for copies of these leaflets. JE.N@‘E
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with Desmonds,

Tim Keanelly, who captains
the Kingdom, is 25, and has been
in the premier grade since the
League of 1974. He has two All-
Ireland senior medals, as well as
one souveair for the points
competition. |

Centre half back in the 1975
All-Ireland under-21 title winning
side, Kennelly helped Munster
to their last two Railway Cup
victories (1977 and 1978). His
club is Listowel.

Mick Kenanedy, one of the new
successes of the Dublin defence,
is 22, and a member of the St.
Margaret's club. He collected his
first proviacial medal in the
senior win /ﬁ'ﬂer Offaly, and has
graduated from the minor and
under-21 inter-county ranks.

David F'n‘rhﬁn, another of the
new faces inl the Leinster rear-
guard is at 20 the youngest mem-
ber of the side. He playvs club
fare with Crumlin, has played
minor with the county, and was
centre half back when Dublin
were shocked by Longford in the
[.einster under-21 championship
earlier this year in a first round
tie.

Paudie TLynch is one of the
versatile members of a Kerry
team in which a number of other
stars have also demonstrated
their ability to turn on the style
in a variety of roles.

This Beaufort club footballer
won All-Ireland senior medals af
midfield in 1975 and left half

1976 League final when he shone
at full back in the win over
Dublin

Liynch, who is 27, has been
honoured by both the Combined
Universities and Munster in the
Railway Cup.

David Hickey won his place in
the Dublin senior team while still
a teenager. Now 27, he played in
the minor and under-21 grades
with the county, and has been a
key figure in all of the major
triumphs of the modern success
story.

Twice honoured by the Car-
rolls All Stars he is now with the

St. Margaret’s club.

Anton O’Toole, unlike so many
more present-day seniors, did not
play minor with the county, but
collected junior and under-21
honours. He was out through
injury for the IL.einster games
against Louth and Wicklow, but
returned for the provincial final
to collect his sixth Leinster
medal.

An inter-county senior SInce
1972, this six-footer from Synge
Street, is another whose creative
skills and dedication have done
so much to keep Dublin on top
for so long since they began the
glory trail back in 1974. He 1is 28,
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The all black Football Boot. The Black Full Grain Softee Leather
Uppers are specially re-inforced with a Black Hockey Strap.
Softee Toe. Fully lined with Padded Tongue and Collar. Sponge
lined insole. Fitted with Polyurethane Soles and Screw-in
adjustable Nylon Studs.

back last vear, and he has also
proved his worth with the side
as a forward,

Paudie Lvnch is one of the
more experienced members of
the team having had his first
senior game in 1969. A former
county minor and under-21 star.
he plaved in three of Kerry’s
four National League title win-
ning outfits between 1971 and
1974, and his versatility was
given a further emphasis in the

In Sizes 6 to 12, and } sizes.

Blackthorn

Available from leading shoe stores and sports shops.
Blackthorn Shoes Dundalk
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CAMOGIE COMMENTS ywwivwwvwivweasavwvan [y AGNES HOURIGAN

UNUSUAL PAIRING IN

SENIOR FINAL

NCE again the Camogie Final

preview clashes with the pub-
lication date of Gaelic Sport so
perhaps we should look at the
All-Treland records of the both
Counties in the past.

The senior contestants of 1979
are unusual as Antrim and Tip-
perary have never met in a decid-
er before.

They have~however contested
three sesmiqﬂﬁ-ga}s. In 18350 Anitrim
beat Tipperary 4-3 to 1-2 while
in their nexi meeting in 1961
Tipperary coniquered winning 6-3
to 3-3. At Casement Park in 1964
Antrim qualified for the final on
the score 6-8 to 3-3. A ‘highlight
of that game was a feat of Maeve
Giiroy’s, a star of many Antrim
teams. She scored six points from
placed balls and shortly before
she 'thad won the (Cuchullain
Award as the Camogie Star of
the year.

However, not inc'uding the cur-
rent vear Antrim have appeared
in fifteen All-Ireland finals and
have been wictorious won five
occasions. Indeed some of the
‘almost’ times are worth recalling
The successful years were 1945-
47, 1956 and 1967. In 1952 a very
strong Antrim side narrowly de-
feted Cork in the semi-final at
Corrigan Park 32 to 1-5 and
reached the final against Dublin
who had ousted Galway.

Antrim led midway through
the first half but Dublin hit back
to lead 2-1 to 1-1 at half time and
increased the lead to 4-1 to 1-1
early in the second half but An-
trim rallied magnificently to
draw level, Maeve Gilroy pointed
a free for Antrim in the closing
stages. A great geoal which was
worked by Eileen Bourke, An-
nette Corrigan and Sophia Brack

in the dving minutes of the game
denied Antrim the title which
seemed to be theirs. Some of the
great players for Antrim that
day were Peg Dooly and Madge
Rainey (Dunloy) Moya Forde
(Ahoghill) and Maeve Gilroy (5t.
Malachy’s).

The 1950 final was also a heart-
break for the Antrim players and
fans, Dunloy had a very strong
team at this period. Five were
chosen to represent their county.
The sides were level at half time
and the teams were neck and
neck until the last few minutes
when the Metropolitans took com-
mand to win 6-5 to 4-1. Again the
Dooley sisters, Moya Forde,
Eithne Dougan and Madge
Rainey were outstanding.

The 1957 tinal was the most
exciting game between Antrim
and Dublin. Antrim took an early
lead and were ahead 2-1 to 0-2 at
the interval. They still lead 3-1 to
2-3 a minute from time and then
Brid [Reid scored the winning
goal for Dublin and justified the
four-leaved shamrock with which
Annette Corrigan was presented
hefore the game. Eileen Duffy
saved a rasper from Marian
Kearns in the last second. The
final score was 3-3 to 3-1 in fav-
our 'of Dublin,

But the greatest Camogie game
of an All-Ireland series, in my
memory, was the All-Ireland

semi-final between Dubliu and
Antrim 1n 1956. After three
quarters of the game Dublin

were two points ahead 5-1 to 4-2.
Both sides added a goal. Antrim
rallied and Marian Kearns, who
was a skilled player, goaled to
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put her side in front, A Dublin
attack failed in g desperate effort
to take the game out of the fire
so the Northerners were in the
final against Cork and won their
fourth title that year,

Tipperary qualified for the All-
Ireland finals of 1949, ’53, '58, '61
and '65. Each time they had to
face the then perennial champ-
ions Dublin who finished on top
on each of the five occastons. Al-
though Dublin were alwayg easy
winners on the scoreboard Tip-
perary had some fine players over
all that period.

These included the England
sisters, Mary and Kathleen, the
Griffin sisters Terry and Kathleen.
Kathleen Flaherty, Bridie Scully,
Honor O’'Flynn, Kathleen Downes,
Peg Maloney the Graham sisters.
the Long sisters and last but not
least Anne Carroll who won
three All-Ireland medals in the
seventies with Kilkenny after she
went to live there.

Indeed that was a final Tipper-
ary could have won. They match-
ed Dublin in every sector but
disaster struck when Tipperary
got disorganised for a few min-
utes while a substitution was
being made and Dublin scored
four goals in as many minutes.
The challengers tried hard to get
back on top but the Dubliners
maintained their advantage and
won 10-1 to 5-3.

No matter who wins this unique
final, the outcome which crowns
new champions can only be good
for the game, which has been
dominated through the past
decade by Cork, Kilkenny and
Wexford,
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Hibernian Insurance Shops & Pubs Multi-Cover Policy is tailor-made to the
specific requirements of shopkeepers and publicans. All the necessary cover

Is contained in one policy and there is also a built-in escalator clause which
reduces the danger of under-insurance.

g A Peace of mind is one inflation-proof policy with just one annual premium
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Contact your local Hibernian Insurance office, broker or agent.

HIBERNIAN
INSURANCE

Hawkins House, Hawkins Street, Dublin 2.
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When it comes to paying bills,
have you ever stopped and said to yourself ""there must be
an easier way of doing this?'’ — well there is!
The simple, convenient way is with a cheque book from
the Ulster Bank. Opening a Cheque Book Account, involves

few formalities and you will quickly see what we mean when we say
that an Uister Bank cheque book is a convenient friend.

A friend who can introduce you to over 200 banking services.

<3 Ulster Bank

the friendly bank
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The ball has only just been
won, but already two or three
flying Kerrymen are building up
overlaps and racing for attacking
positions as extra men. If you
could see the broader field you
would observe Liston manoeuv-
ring, John Egan coming off his
corner, Mickie Sheehy shambling
sround as though slightly embar-
rassed by the whole thing.

Two options (more correctly—
rwo sets of options) will have
been set up in the few seconds at
most in which the opposition has
been dispussessed and their man
nas settled on the ball. He shows
the further depth of their pract-
ised tactical gwareness by choos-
ing trom thé eptions offered and
doing so with such guickness of
thought that the maximum ad-
vantage is gained from the dis-
comfiture of ‘the opposition in
losing the ball and having their
drive broken.

He looks at the field ahead:; he
exercises his judgement, perhaps
rightly or wrongly, but that is
only a marginal thing and the
essential thing is that a course
of attack
maximum Sspeed.

Maybe the backs have strung
themselves out too far in building
the move ithat has just been
broken into; Ger Power may be
Ilying wide on the right, unmark-
ed, with Liston moving around at
the 35 yd. mark and moving left.
Power comes to collect: the cor-
ner back rushes to try to prevent
him exploiting the position. In-
stead, Walsh or Sheehy, or an-
other, moves first to the ball and
Power pulls away, Sheehy fists it
on; the corner back is destroyed.
Power gathers and solos in on
goal.

[

From there, “you pays your
money and you takes your choice”
but it will probably be a goal any-
way, whether Power cracks it
across the goalie to the far side
of the net, or draws the rest of

the defence to him before setting
up Liston or Egan, or, perhaps,
Spillane who will have sprinted
the 100 yards or so from the
breakdown of the opposition
attack to be on the spot for the
finish of Kerry’s.

They have g hundred variat-
ions; they are becoming increas-
ingly difficult to contain. Dublin
will introduce a tremendously
powerful but fair physical effort.
It has all the makings of a great
match.

1S chosen with the

Tiles and Besser Bricks

-when quality comes first.

CPIl Besser Bricks and Marley Roof Tiles
set the standards by which other
bricks and tiles are judged. For quality.

Durability. And appearance.
Why settle for anything less ? Ij

DUBLIN: Concrete Products of Ireland Ltd., .
Lucan, Co. Dublin. Tel. 01-280691

CORK: Watergrasshill. Tel. 021-889170/889176
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Congratulations to recent award winners :
Dermot Earley (Roscommon), |im Kehoe (Tipperary),
Joe McKenna (Limerick), Des Mulligan (Monaghan).
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the utmost ease.

1f John O’Keeffe is Kerry's
longest serving player, Mick
Spillane, by conatrast, is one of
the “babes” of the team. Indeed
Mick made his debut in last
year’s All-Ireland final when
Tom Doyle was forced to cry off
through injury.

The young man was a major
success that day, subduing Dub-
lin’s Bobby Doyle and settling
nicely into the left-corner back
position. Since then he has made
this berth ‘his own and the fact
that he can keep a corner-back
of Ger O’Keeffe’s calibre on the
subs’ bench 1is adequate testi-
mony of his effectiveness.

A stylish player, 22-year-old
Mick had, a very successful
uder-age c¢areer, winning All-
Ireland medals in both minor
and under-21 grades., A brother
of star fnr%ﬁard, Pat Spillane.
Mick has yet another brother,
Tom, involved in the minor final
this year. And with the younger
Spillane looking very promising,
this set of Templenoe brothers
could well make as big an im-
pact with Kerry as the Sheehy
brothers, Paudie, Niall and Sean
Cg d:d 1n the early ’sixties.

Jim Denthan from Finuge is
the type of defender that all for-
wards dread. Never allowing his
opponent an inch of breathing
space, Jim always manages to
make it a hard road to the Kerry
goal line. Strong in the tackle,
he has in the past subdued some
of the most formidible forwards
in the game.

Jimmy  Barry-Murphy and
John McdCarthy are just two of
the big names who will readily
testify to Denihan’s efficiency
while county team-mate Pat
Spillane was another star to be
shackled by the Finuge man
when they clashed in this year’s
Kerry county championship.

A county minor in 1970, Jim
won an  Alldreland under-21
medal in 1973 and eventually

established himself on the sen-
ior side in 1975. He won a
county senior medal with divis-
ional side, Feale Rangers last
year and would have captained

the present Kerry team if the

toss of a coin hadn’t favoured
Tim Kenmelly.

Sporting Jim will hardly be-
grudge Tim that honour, how-

ever, and he will no doubt be
as tight-marking as ever in order

to ensure that Kennelly receives

the Sam Maguire Cup on the

third Sunday in September.
Denihan, Spillane and

O'Keeffe, therefore, form a Kerry

full-back line which carries the
highest credentials. And if the
team experience unexpected dif-
ficulties against Dublin, the ef-
fectiveness of the full-back trio
will be vital in swinging the is-
sue in favour of the champions.
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on Deposits

An Authorised Trustee Investment.

United Dominions Trust (Ireland) Ltd.,Bankers,
13-16 Fleet Street, PO. Box: 616, Dublin 2.

Phone: Dublin (01) 713311 or your branch office.
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Contact Mercantile Credit
for details of our low cost

MOTOR LOAN PLAN

* Tax relief on Interest
* Repayment period tailored to suit your particular requirements
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By Eamonn Young

OULD Jack Dempsey have

beaten Muhammad  Ali?
Would John L. Sullivan, the Bos-
ton Strong B vy, ‘have beaten
both? Would Roger Banmnister
have beaten Sebastian Coe in the
mile? As long‘as men write about
sport they’ll be iasked those ques-
tions.

The other day my friend Joe
Keohane, who never hesitated to
stick his neck out—fair play for
him—said that the present Kerry
side is the best ever. As Joe
played in his first All-Ireland
forty-two years ago at the age of
nineteen he must be heeded. But
how can I after pausing for 3
moment to consider the changes
in Gaelic Football over that time,
concur or disagree, with Joe’s
statement re-echoed by many
more. What were the changes?

The side-line throw became a
side-line kick. The solo-run firsf
evolved by Dr. Sean Lavan in '23
or Capt John P. Murphy of
Cavan in 24 was perfected by
seventeen year old Tommy Mur-
phy of Graiguecullen by ’37. The
hand pass exploited by Kildare in
’28 and brought to basket-ball
precision by Amtrim in the for-
ties was outlawed for years until
it re-emerged as the fist-pass,
and was reborn in travail as the
present throw. The goalie was
protected from the frontal

IS THIS REALLY
KERRY’S
BEST-EVER SIDE?

charge. He was then allowed to
pick the ball off the ground and
finally shielded from anything
less affectionate than a kiss on
the cheek. Shouldering and ichar-
ging have been gradually redu-
ced 1n intensity over the year,
snd seen by some refs zs com-
pletely wrong,

Forwards are given more and
more freedom, as the distaste of
body contact has grown. The
large square has frightened off
backs from any kind of interfer-
ence, and the abolition of the
third man tackle has seen backs
allow forwards still more free-
dom while they themselves run
out of the goalmouth awaiting
the goalie’s hand-pass. Booking
for personal fouls has further re-
duced bodily contact. The gen-
eral effect is to reduce the inad-
ence of kicking, the tenacity of
marking, and the increase of
loose open play where attentiom
to playing one’s place is often ig-
nored. In short Gaelic Football is
far mearer to-day to the excel-
lent game of basketball than it
was when the present game of
basketball was introduced here
after the war, superseding the
nld style hasketball which, apart
from the gbsence of kicking, had
some affinity with Gaelic football
of those days.

It is very simple to generalise
and place a tag on the Gaelic
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football of any era or decade.
Most of the tags would be wrong.
To-day some talk of the catch
and kick game as if the players
of that era (when it was, 1 don’t
know) did nothing else but per-
form those two excellent skills.
As if Purty Landers or John Joe
Sheehy, John Joe Reilly, Paddy
Moclair. Tom Langan, Sean Pur-
cell, Mick Higgins, Jim Mac
Keever, Kevin Heffernan, Peter
MaoDermott, Larry Stanley, Jim
McCamtan or Mick O"Connell
did mothing more than rise for
the ball, root it sixty yards, and
the best of luck to it. There are
men to-day who catch as well as
most men I've seen, and there
are some fine Kkickers. In the
same way T saw slick solo-
runners and devastating ball-
throwers in other days, The fact
that we have had more of one
type or the other in any one de-
cade depends on the rules, for it
is the function of each intelligent
player and trainer to exploit
those tules, and so a style
efficient for changed regulations
automatically evolves.

The football style as played by
Kerry today is best suited to suc-
cess as Congress, God bless it, has
changed the game, Whether it is
the bhest ever team is 1mpos-
sible for me to say but cer-
tainly it is the best combination
I have seen playing the type of
Gaelic Football we have in the
seventies. When, as I hope and
trust, the game will be set on a
more normal and attractive
course once again, I have no
doubt that Kerry, where intel-
ligent men, players and trainers,
practise this game in a sophisti-
cated and dedicated manner, will
change their present style to
meet a new demand.

Doney Sullivan of ICill Airne, a
fine fetcher and a very long kick-

@ TO PAGE 43
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HERE should be some spirited
exchanges, laced by top-
class football, when the young
hopefuls of Kerry and Dublin get
the big day at Croke Park under
way with a now novel meeting
for the A-]l@rel:a'md minor cham-
pionship, + /

Kerry 'gea-vé the more convinc-
ing display’ in the semifinals
when bringing in a clear-cut
eleven points “(vin over a fancied
Down side, But there was also
tremendous merit in the way that
the boys from the Liffey banks
eventually finished with a point
revenge win over Mayo, the coun-
ty that crushed the high Dublin
ambitions in dramatic fashion n
last vear’s All-Ireland final.

Dublin have also a number of
survivors from that game, and the
experience they are sure to have
gained from that outing is bound
to be of great benefit to ‘the
Leinster side. In addition, Dublin
will have powerful support —
particularly from Hill Sixteen.

However, Kerry, a county where
football is so Iintensely woven
into the life of every son of the
famed Kingdom, are most un-
likely to be inhibited. Their play-
ers are strong, very capable and
display that football mpoise and
competitive spirit that is so much
the hallmark of any team from
Kerry no matter what the grade.

Cork did give their neighbours
and traditional rivals a rare old
fright in the Munster final and
at Killarney of all places! It was
only a blistering 40 vards goal
by midfielder Ambrose 0’Dono-
van a half a minute from time

Promises of
spirited exchanges
in the minor final

that kept Kerry in the hunt, That
score tied the match, and sent
Kerry to Pairc Ui Chaoimh for
the replay.

Ag any student of the game
appreciates, Kerry in a replay are
always formidable opposition, and
the current crew of teenage stars
gave added emphasis to that
tradition by returning from Cork
with, a six points win.

Munster stars likely to be to
the fore in this final? Ambrose
O’'Donovan must loom large in
this respect, Apart from crashing
home that so crucial goal at Kil-
larney, this Gneeveguilla club
man has been very prominent in
general play in the build-up to
the decider. He 1is tall, a sure
fielder, works hard, and could do
much to power the way to a first
Kerry final win since 1975.

Among the Southern raiders
there are also players who could
emerge as match-winners. All the
attackers have shown that they
can take their chances.

I have, however, been parti-
cularly impressed by Greg O’Don-
nell, who lost no time in shoot-
ing Kerry's only goal at Croke
Park — it came in the first at-
tack against Down—John Chute,
the captain from Listowel, and
Willie O’Connor, and I feel they
may well prove the raiders ito
exert the strongest pressure on
the home rearguard.

What of the Kerrv defence?
Here, too, Kerry are well served
in all positions, and I can’t see
this division, in which I have
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By
OWEN
McCANN

been taken by the work of Pat
Sheehan, Colm Bambury and
John Keane, giving much away.

But the smart-moving and well-
drilled Dublin side also can boast
of the men in all departments
who could scale the heights, and
emerge as the footballers to pro-
vide the necessary leadership and
class to ensure g very rare glory
day for the county in this grade.

Barney Rock, who caused such
a stir in last wyear’s igeries, was
back at full forward against
Mayo after some earlier outings
this year at midfield,

He is a gifted footballer, ai-
though he was out of touch with
his frees against the 'Connacht
champions. Nonetheless, the
Ballymun-Kickhams club man has
amply demonstrated over the two
seasons that he has the ability to
pick off the scores from play and
frees in fine style.

Kevin Barry, who shot two vital
late points ko «linch the day
against Mayo, is another who will
need to be wclosely watched by
the Kerry backs. He is also a sur-
vivor from last year, while Mick
Loftus who captains the side, and
Ciaran Duff are others whose
know-how from the 1978 cam-
paign, allied to their proven
talents, could have them pro-
minently to the forefront in the
Dublin bid.

The chief weapon in Dublin’s
armour, however, is probably the
defence. They have been rock
solid at the back, where the
skills of wsuch as John Grace,

& TO PAGE 43
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KERRY’S BEST-EVER SIDE?

® FROM PAGE 39

er said in 74 that the way ito beat
Dublin was to perfect the new-
found Metropolitan game (which
indeed had evolved from the
stylish inter-passing style of
Cork’s '73 team). Kerry did just
this because they were fortunate
enough to have the right bunch
of players to do it, In the same
way they’ll change again if need
be.
Records will suggest that the
Kerry team which played the
best football was the bunch
which started in ’37 and finished
ten years later. I didn’t see the
’29-32 sides but if they were bet-
ter than the teams powered by
Gega Conp6r, Paddy Bawn,
Johnny Walsh, Paddy Kennedy,
Bill Dillon, Sean Brosnan, Eddie
Walsh, Bill\ Myres, Jim Healy
Jack Lyne, Tefldy O'Connor and a
doze1 more they must have been
terrific.

The sides that won the ’53
and ’55 (All-Irelands ‘had John
Dowling, Jim Brosnan, Tom Mor-
iarty, Johmn Cronin, John Joe

Sheehy, Paud Sheehy and Ned
Roche. Then we had the teams of
'59 and ’62 where Micko Connell,
Mick O’Dwyer, Tom Long, Sean
Murphy, John Culloty, and the
others played so splendidly, the
two Mickos remaining on to help
Dia Joe Crowley, Pat Griffin,
Tom  Prendergast and Paud
O’Donoghue to bring home the
cups of 69 and ’70.

I don’t know if this is the best
Kerry side ever and I have no
means of ever finding out. All J
can say 1s that for me they are
the best side I've seen to play
this new game, which doesn’t
thrill me. In fact they may be
beaten by a good team playing
a more rounded and versatile
game even under present rules.
But they have been, like the
Dublin side, at or near the top
for the last five vears and have
given us all some grand hours of
competitive football that have en-
deared them especially to the en-
thusiastic youth of Ireland. What
more can any player or team do
for the community? Are they bet-

THE MINORS

@® FROM PAGE 41

Stephen Wade and Conor Finne-
gan, could have a big say in
moulding the division into a
match-winning platform,

Pat Boylan and Bernard
Kavanagh are accomplished foot-
ballers in the middle of the field
for Dublin, and it does appear
that they will make a tremendous
bid for a first title since back
in 1959.

But, while Kerry meed no
extra incentive in any All-Ireland
final, it does seem that they
produce that [little extra these
davs against Dublin teams. And,
this is likely to be true of the
present talented company of
under-18 heroes,

That’s one factor that I feel
1s in favour of the Munster cham-
pions. Amnother ds all round
balance. I think that in addition
to the many fine footballers they
have throughout the side, Kerry
are just that better balanced and
more fluid and enterprising than
Dublin.

So, for me, it's Kerry to get
home in what could prove one of
the best minor finals in wears.

It 1s the first meeting of these
counties at this stage in the grade
since as far back as 1954, when
Dublin scored 3-3 to Kerry’s 1-8.
If Dublin again come out on top
they will join Kerry on top of
the Leaderboard with eight titles
since 1930,

Kerry won the first of their
eight crowns the year after the
initial Dwublin triumph,
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ter than the Kerry sides of other
days? Would the older Kingdom
teams have beaten them at their
own game to-day? The answer to
that one depends generally on
one’s age, My first demand be-
fore giving any kind of a sen
sible answer would be to set
down a set of compromise rules,
for them to play under .and no
one likes compromise. On with
the game and here’s to the
champions.

g See you at Sloopy's — g
%= where the happy people go! g

open EVERY night

Try our restaurant for lunch,

Monaay to Friday, 12.00-2.30
It's great value!

Visitors to Dublin are
always welcome at
Sloopy’s
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OP quality back play is a vital
asset in the make-up of any
team with designs on getting to

the top. [Forwards, -especially
those with the now elusive ability
to regularly find the way through
to goal, can grab the bulk of the
headlines in,match after match,
but the fatt still remains that
reliability in the defence is one
of the best:\springboards for suc-
Cess. \

Dublin 'hia:s}e been well armed
in this regard since they climbed
back into the ranks of the elite
in 1974. It is likely that they will
once more present g solid enough
barrier to goal in the upcoming
Sam Maguire Cup tie.

True enough, the defence has
taken on a real “new look” of
late and three of the backs, it
seems safe now to assume, will
be stepping into the All-Ireland
senior final cauldron for the first
time.

But the newcomers have al-
ready all proven their worth,
and are unlikely to be found
wanting. Then, there is the im-
portant blend of craft provided
by the strong half back Iline,
where Pat O’Neill at 29 has taken
over the mantle of the longest
serving outfield defender,

O'Neill must rank as one of
the key men in the challengers’
line-up . . . a vlayer who could
do much to charter the way for
Dublin. His football is thought-
ful and constructive, he has ex-
cellent positional sense, and he
can also get through a tremen-
dous amount of tidying up when

needed.

This Civil Service club man
also has the ability to have the
challengers surging forward with
his attacking brand of half back
play. In short, an outstanding
man to have in the team.

By OWEN McCANN

Pat O'Neill was born in
Rhodesia. It 1s mnot generally
realised now that he made his
mark in senior football long be-
fore Dublin made the latest and
possibly greatest break-through.
More than that. he is a footballer
apart in the side as the only one
to have gained the shamrock of
national medals — League,
Championship and Railwav Cup.

This now mighty left half back
was first called up to the county
senior team back in 1969.

Four wears later his steadying
influence at centre half back did
much to pave the way for &
Railway [Cup title win by the
Combined Universities in a final
replay against Connacht,

Illness subsequently kept the
6ft.-plus Dublin footballer out of
the game for a lengthy spell, but
he battled his way back bravely
to not only regain his place in the
county team, but to go on and
write his name so prominently
into so manv of the great
moments of football in recent
times.

O’Neill had his AllIreland
senior final debut as a substitute
for John McCarthy on the dav
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that Dubilin lost the Sam Maguire
Cup to a youthful Kerry side in
1975. A year Ilater though, he
was in there as a dynamic unit
in a powerful half back line that
was a decisive influence in firing
the revival that brought the Sam
Maguire Cup back to the capital.

This mightv general of back
play had probably his best season
yvet in 1977, wproducing some
gparkling football and enjoying
tremendous success all the way.
He was once more at No. 7 when
Dublin beat Armagh in the final,
and shortly before Christmas he
wias awarded his only Carrolls
All Star trovhy as the 1977 left
half back.

Then, to round off the glory
campaign, the cultured and
sporting defender emerged as the
first GAELIC SPORT TYLER TOP
TEN award winner in football.

His League medals were won
in 1976, when he lined out at
centre half against Derry in the
decider, and in 1978 when he was
in his now familiar No. 7 post in
the success over Mayo.

Pat O'Neill has also enjoyed
more success than many in club
competitions. He collected two
Dublin senior county ichampion-
ship medals with U.C.D., and was
in the student team that won the
All-Ireland «club title in 1975.

His hopes of another Dublin
club medal, but with a different
side, where sauashed last June
when ICivil Service had to give
best to Na Fianna in the county
decider at 'Croke Park.
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THE MEN

CHAMPS

BEEBINIE O’Callaghan of Moy-
vane, small, energetic and
forceful, Pat 0’Shea of Killorglin

tall, mild and wsincere, Liam
Higgins, . ?1, slim, a polished
footballer./ Mick (O’Dwyer of

Waterville dark, intense, lean and
powerful, Joe Keohane of Tralee
several imzhtiz-s over six feet, ironic
and articulate. These are the
men behind the Kerry side.

Are they important to the
team? Of course they are, for
<electors help either to make or
break a bunch of men and the
record of the present Kingdom
side indicates either that these
selectors are sound men or that
the team is so good that even bad
men couldn’t upset it. Take your
choice; I have mine.

There are many obvious attr:-
butes mecessary to make a good
selector. /Ability to recognise
merit, to handle auxious striving
young men, to keep ones mouth
shut at the right time and to
open it especially to the press
at another time, dedication, moti-
vation, realism .... one could go
on and on.

But for me an important thing
in the selector is that he will be
4 champion. That isn’t always
based on winning great honours
on the field of play though such
has helped a lot. It does have to
do with the poise and self-con-
fidence that makes a man a

BEHIND THE

.....

.......

By
EAMONN
YOUNG

champion in his own mind not
one who thinks he has a momo-
poly of right, and a complete
personal infallibility but a man
who has respect for his own
judgement and his own position
in a game of men,

Without a doubt selectors and
trainers who have played a lot,
and with some success, almost
alwayvs have this as a basis for
their own performance amd here
Kerry are well served. Liam
Higgins, Pat O'Shea and Bernie
O’Callaghan have more playing
experience, successful and other-
wise, than most inter-county
selectors. Joe Keohane played in
six All-Trelands winning five and
would have been on in another
only for a difference of opinion
with the Kerry County Board.
Mick O'Dwyer’s record seldom
mentioned, is unusual

The Waterville player first
played for Kerrv in the Winter
of 56 and wore the jersey until
early ’74, a memorable eighteen
vears later. He played in ten
All-Ireland finals which include
the replay in 72 and wom four.
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& Mick Dwyer,
experienced Kerry selector.
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Two of these showed him as a
strong, stylish and completely
effective half back and later he
had one final at full forward, Two
more medals he collected as a
deadly, strong and accurate left
corner forward, a transition
which showed how completely he
had learned his craft. He togged
out in nine League finals and won
eight; he has taken charge of
five Railway Cup teams four of
which won. and started training
the Kingdom Under-21 team 1m-
mediately he stopped playing.
Since then he has been in charge
of the Kingdom underage and
cenior sides. Add to all that the
laudable fact thay Mick 'O’'Dwyer
plaved with his club until a few
months back when one day at
centre-forward he bent to pick
up a ground ball and got a wallop
of a man’s boot into the cheek-
bone which sent him to hospital
in Cork with several fractures.
Only a cihampion can shake all
that off and carry on at forty-
three as if mothing had happened-:

So Kerrv have this collective
experience and toughness and

® TO PAGE 49
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wisdom from the five on the
hench and therefore one turns
to the dedication necessary to
field a good side. With Ogie
Moran, Tom Doyle, Ger O’Keeffe,
Paud O’Mahony, Barry Walsh,
and a few more on the line 1t 1s
ohvious that Kerry selectors
should see more ftraining spins
than any other similar group.
When they do meet, the faults and
weaknesses of the panel are dis-
cussed, and the best ways of ex-
ploiting the considerable skill
and determination of the team
are worked out, It is very doubt-
ful if through the country gener-
ally this discussion by selectors
is worthily -carried ont. Match
analysis i/just as important to
the junior club side as to the
All-Ireland, . senior team and
wonderful value can be gained
from it if tLhe selectors will sit
down before the match, during
the hour, and of course a few
days after to see how the game
can be won or to find out perhaps
why it had been lost. I remember
temperate Christy Ring telling
me ‘how he had gone home from
the Glen Rovers Hall at half an
hour after midnight a few days
before a Cork semi-final, They
had begun to pick the team at
eight o’clock.

It’s fifty miles from Waterville
to Killarney and this is the jour-
ney of Kerry's trainer when the
team is training. The fact that
South Kerry generally is a busy
tourist area and that Mick
O'Dwyer and his wife Mary have
a garage and hotel business gives
one a fair idea of what the last
five summers have meant to the
Waterville trainer. The training
night in Killarney demands
seven hours from five in the
evening until midaight. Sessions
begin to intensify in May while
periodic training is done in
Winler

Hurling and football alwavs

meant hard work and the other
day T was talking to an old
friend, a great player who won
little because his county was then
in the shadows. Miah Murphy
the blacksmith from North Cork,

@® Joe Keohane of Tralee, one of
the Kerry selectors.

fed up with Kerry's success once
trained on ten consecutive nights
by running ten miles along the
road each night in company with
some athlete friends. A pity
everybody didn’t ‘have Miah's
heart.

To-day players generally see
that without hard training by
mos| of the panel, chaaces are
nil. The Kerry selectors backed
by their county board know that
their job is to get the men oul
on the field more often than im
the more leisurely days of yester-
day. A wonderful asset which the
Green and Gold bench uses well
is the panel of twenty-three any
of whom would stand a fair
chance of making the team in
the other counties The fact that
one has another good man look-
ing over one’s shoulder is g great
incentive to training and while
it does breed a certain insecurify
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and blank dismay as registered
oa talented Ogie Moran’s face as
he was called off in Killarney it
has its advantage from the com-
petitive point of view. Here let
me say that this insecurity was
given as the reason for the mine
goals against Clare. Candidly I
have to shake a grain of salt on
that one. "

The phone rang in the office of
Mick O’'Dwyer’s garage. It was
noon on the day after Dublin
beat Roscommon, four weeks be-
fore the final.

‘“Hello Carmel .., Mick here
. . . Yes, we’ll be in tonight . . .
same time ... yes, the same num-
ber ... you’ll have good steaks
for ’em .... no, I don’t think it
will be easy at all. Any team that
comes from behind twice against
Roscommon and Offaly must be
good, Anyway I'll see you and

thanks for ringing.”

Putting down the phone, “I'm
for Killarney tonight he said
quietly, T Ileft him with his
thoughts. I had my own,

All-Ireland
Ploughing
Championships

Watergrasshill, Fermoy,
Co. Cork

October 10th and 11th

MACHINERY
DISPLAY AND
DEMONSTRATIONS
Enguiries to :
N.P.A. Headquarters,
Fallaghmore, Athy.
Phone: 0507 /25125.
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Paddy—The General

By Seamus O Braonain

PL:’AY‘E-RS—especially full-back

lines—always knew about
the role which the goalkeeper
had to play in keeping every.
thing nice and shipshape in that
vital sector in which small mis-
takes lead to very large and very
dire consequences,

Full-backs have always de-
pended on their goalie. A word, 3
quick insruction, a warning of
uiseen danger gave them eyes
in the backs of their heads, so
to speak, and allowed them to
play with greater confidence
than i1if they had to be all the
time looking about for those hap-
penings,

Out further you might say that
the goalie has less influence
on a team. But, vou just watch
a team with a suspect goalie and
you will see the way the uncer-
tainty spreads as far as the half.

back line, too.

As I say, the players were al-
ways aware of this even in those
days when goalies were more
cramped and confined than they
are to-day. But, since the intro-
duction of the new rules which
have given the goalie the free-
dom of the small square and a
great deal of latitude in the big
one and beyond, the public have
become aware of the influence
of the good keepers just as well
as those players further out on
the field.

And then there are the few

outstanding ’keepers who can be
seen and appreciated now more
clearly under the new rules ——
the Charlie Nelligans, Billy
Morgans .., and, preeminently,
Paddy Cullen.

Cullen is one who soldiered
under both sets of rules — ljke
Morgan — but while Billy was,
if anything, more mmspiring under
the old rules, Paddy Cullen has
grown enormously in stature
since the change,

Dublin  have improved, of
course. But long before Dublin
were in the All-Ireland class
Cullen was diving to capture low
drives or fast deflections from in
front of the square, holding high
ones safely under severe pres-
sure, clearing constructively.

Not only does he ‘“boss” the
defence with «clear-cut instruc.
tions that give them a tremen-
dous advantage, but he is able
to erect an extra full-back line,
as 1t were, without hurting the
role of goalie. The ball eludes
the full-back and the forwards

ST e L

This is the great new cooker from Tricity. One
of its major features is the economiser ring
which saves you money every time you cook.
A saving of electricity of as much as 109%
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President carries the Carlile Long Life Guarantee.
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race forward in anticipation — a
free run in to goal. But before
they have stopped blessing their
luck thev find that a strange
extra-back is collecting calmly on
the 13-metre or 20-metre line,
evading their tackle and clearing
away with an attacking place-
ment,

It is pretty devastating to have
to face a goalie whose confident
appreciation of the play in
front of him and tremendous
concentration enable him to make
such difficult interceptions Ilook
easy. Those who watched the
Rioscommon semi-final will
appreciate this, for he not only
saved immaculately on his line,
but came forward to cut-off in-
tended passes, kicks into open
space ahead pf the forwards, and
even made fse of the element of
surprise to? race out and sweep
the ball awh? from the full-back
and full-forward realising it was

a 50-50 ball if he left it to the
two of them.
Confidence and concentration

are the special things which
Cullen has as well as the ordi-

nary basic qualities of goal-
keeping, wof course, Different
from most goalkeepers, how-

ever, he displays his confidence
in public, thinking nothing of
giving a bar of g song, making a
speech, saying quite unequivocal-
ly that the Dubs will win, and
that he will be a ring-tailed
coyote if he lets a goal past him.

No bother at all. It is marvel-
lous for the morale of evervone
connected with Dublin to have a
fellow like Cullen in the team.
So much the more for the players
in the team with him. Whether
he really feels sp certain and con-
fident, or not, his record is
enough, and his whole attitude
and apparent 1nability to con-
template defeat convinces every-
one.

Last year when disaster struck
and five goals hit the Dublin net,
Cullen did not hide his head or
look for excuses. He simply
didn’t believe it. And when that

would not satisfy the more severe
questioners, while admitting he
had to believe it, well it still had
nothing to do with the truth and
reality — just some crazy quirk
of fate — and how could he be
responsible for inexplicable non-
sense of that sort,

Sufficient to say that lightning
will strike in most unexpected
circumstances and there is no-
thing mortals can do gbout it. So
he shrugged his shoulders, with a
sort of regretful but regisned ex-
pression, sad that g whole All-

[reland final had to be put astray
for the sake of some points the
Fates wished to prove to humans.

Things like that have to be put
up with, But they are outside
normality and Cullen gave the
impression all the time since
last September that it was only
a matter of time (not of conjec-
ture) until Dublin came back to
rectify the miscarriage of justice
that produced five goals against
them and five personal insults to
Paddy Cullen.

WAX SCUFF MARKS AWAY
AND SHINE WHEN YOU PLAY.

QUICK! EASY!

““Reckitts (Ire!antj} LJrnrted Eluebelf' lut:ﬁm 12:.
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JUNIOR DESK: DEVISED AND EDITED BY JACK MAHON

LI Ireland Foot:-all Final
time again. Is it possible we
have almost reached the end of
the championships? It 1s a great
time and even though we have
got used to so many of the faces
of the Kerry and Dublin foot-
ball teams, the prospect of yet
another Kerry v. Dublin final is
intriguiz2g.

BOBBY DOYLE
Our Cut-Out this month i1s Dub-
lin’s play-anywhere Bobby Doyle.
The nearest fthing we have to a
human robo§, Bobby is tireless,
can pop up ‘anywhere. He is to
be congratulated also on his
coaching of Ard Scoil Ris to
Hogan Cup success this year. He
is a great favourite on “The
Hill” and certainly served Dublin
well on semi-final day. Now that
Jimmy Keaveney 1s not avail-
able, Dublin will be depending

all the more on Bobby.

UN BREIN AREEY TUAAE LUASE ARUny AUA0Y SRR RRIOR DUAUR RUAIR RUAIY RUOER RUVHRW RUGIE SEE

Mailbag

(TUR RAARY RRATH SERUS NUNNY NUURN RURES RAUUT ASTRY UNAE RUANY NURAY RUVIR RRUNE BUNG) RRR)

Now let’s have the first letter
from Gerry Pender, Ballymorris
Upper, Aughrim, Arklow, Co.
Wicklow., One of our oldest re-
liables writes to say he was at
three big hurling games this
vear (1) Muaster Final, (2)
Leinster Final and (3) Galway’s
win over ‘Cork. He picks out
Martin Doherty, Dermot McCur-
tain, Sean Foley and Mossy Car-
roll from (1), Mick Brennan
(with eight superb points from
play), Joe Hennessy, Mick
Jacob, Eddie Walsh and Tozy
Darapn from (2) and all the mag-

nificent Galway team from no.
(3).
® Gerry wins a Galway

G.A.A. bob cap for his letter
and his loyalty down the years.
(/.M.)

Declan Cronin, Chapel Rd,

Durrus, Bantry, Co. Cork talks
about all the games he has seen
since he wrote last and of seeing
Cork players Billy Morgan,
Brian Murphy and Christy Ryan
in a Killarney hotel after the
Munster Football Final. He
thinks the solo run should not be
banned “It is very exciting to
see and it brings more life into
the game”, Like all young Cork
boys he wants a Cut-Out of
Jimmy Barry-Murphy. He loves
“The Sunday Game” and feels
Kerry will win the final.

® Declan you win a Cork Bob
Can. (J.M.)

“Kerry Fan,” Beale, Ballybun-
ion, Co. Xerry was absolutely
thrilled when Galway hurlers
beat Cork. She finds it hard tg
get “Gaelic Sport”.

@ Some months issues of
“Gaelic Sport” are sold out
very quickly. The only sure way
of getting the magazine every
time is to become a regular sub-
scriber. Five pounds covers the
vear including postage and the

address is at the end of the
Mailbap. (J.M.)
Aidan Bonner, Derryhenny

Doochary, Co. Donegal (Aged 8)
writes for the first time says he
enjoys the “Sunday Game” espec-
ially the discussions after the

game. “The beaten provincial
finalists should have a compe-
tition between them such as

Doregal v. Cork, Mayo v. Oftaly
as it would give them somethin¢
to aim at. I was disapprinted
Donegal lost the Ulster final but
they will be back because they
are young. Mov»aghan have some
great players in Des Mulligan.
Famonn Tavey, Tom Moyna and
Gerry MocCarville.”

® Fine letter Aidan and vou
win a Donegal Bob Cap. (J.M )

Sean Hickey, Dromahane, Mal-
low, Co. Cork thinks that the
game of hurling 1s at a great
point. Sean praises Galway for

23

their great win over Cork butl
criticises the Galway followers
for their unsporting jeering and
booing of Cork freetakers. He 1s
thrilled at the improved form
shown by Wicklow and Mon-
aghan. Sean feels Kevin Kehilly
and Christy Ryan deserve All
Star Awards. Christy Ryan was
prepared to take on the whole
Kerry team and I'll never forget
his display. Kehilly destroyed
Eoin Liston. Even though the
papers said otherwise I thought
John Crowley had the measure
of Pat Spillane too

@ Best letter so far Sean and
you win a Cork G.A.A. scarf. As
a Galwayman | was ashamed
of the Galway supporters who
jeered and boohed Charlie Mec-
Carthy before he took the frees
for Cork. That's not sport. But
its a rotten habit that is creeping
into Croke Park. (J.M.)

Pat Twomey, Currahy, Ballin-
geary, Co. Cork like so many
other writers is glad the post
is back again. He writes about all
the great games so far this year
but particularly the Leiaster final
“Brian Mullins was the man
of the match. I hadn’t that much
sympathy for Jimmy Keaveney
after he was sent off as he was
involved before with Tim Ken-
nelly i 1976 or 77 and also hit
a Wicklow back with an elbow
in this year’s championshin. So
he had got his warnings. I must
praise Galway hurlers for their
determination and spirit.” Pat
wants a tape of the 73 Football
Final.

® ! won't comment on the
immy Keaveney incident. But I'm
sorry to see him not playing in
the final. His interview with
Mick Dunne on telly was an
honest one. He went up in every-
body’s esteem and wasn't looking
for sympathy. (J.M.)

Colm Devlin, Kilcoo, Co. Down.
® TO PAGE 55
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@® FROM PAGE 53

«The best team ever to go into
croke Park was the Down 1968
ream. The next best is Kerry. My
eavourites are Pat Splllal-nre, Ogie
Moran, Cathal Digney, Liam Aus-
vin aad Colm McAlarney. My
stars of the year are Pat Spillane
ﬂﬂd P. i MGHDY

© I'm very flaithiuil this
month Colm. You win a Down
Bob Cuap. Hope you're reading
Colm McAlarney in "Score’.
(/.M.)

Pat Lesgue, Ballina, Geashil,
Co. Offaly writes about Galway’s
| 5-man performance against
Cork. He also feels Dublin de-
served the win over Offaly but
won’t beat Kerry in the final. Pat
writes about the Cork v. Tip-
perary game in Pairc Ui
Chaoimh, his first visit to the
ground. “Monaghan’s victory in
the Ulster championship was a
welcome sight although the gap
in standards.between Ulster and
the rest of the country has wid-
ened over the past few years.
“The Sunday Game” is a great
boost and long overdue. Perhaps
if it were slotted in after the
main news oa either channel it
might afford more supporters
the opportunity of seeing their
heroes. The post-match analysis
can only improve our games by
stimulating debate on aspects of
either code.”

® Great letter as usual Pat.
You win a shoulder bag. I wish
“The Sunday Game’ was at a

much later time too. But it is
good to have it. (].M.)

Geraldine O’Sullivan (A Dub),
447, Iveagh Flats, Kevin Street,
Dublin, 8. “You remember I told
you before my father is from
Kerry. After last year's final
everybody said Dublin were fin-
ished but here we are in the
final again with Kerry after a
super win over Oftaly, Kerry too
were great v. Cork. Charlie Nel-
ligan is a super goalkeeper. I
want a Cut-Out of John
McCarthy, David or Micdhael
Hickey or David Foran.”

® Will Bobby Doyle do? (J.M.)

huarie Boran, Lismorane, Fox-
ford, Co. Mayo thinks Sam will
spend another year in Kerry and
s thrilled to see new teams Iik.:e.
Monaghan  appearing.  Marie

wants a Cut-Out of Joe Hennessy.
“He gets better with every
match. I loved Eamonn Young’s
tribute to Paddy Kennedy in the
July “Gaelic Sport” and the other
great players who died this year.
In a recent conversation with
Donncha O Dulaing the former
Cork hurler Willie John Daly ex-
pressed the view that to-day’s
players are as good if not betier
than any other gexaeration of hur-
lers. Let it always be so0.”

@ Paddy Kennedy was a bril-
liant midfielder. I met him in
O’ Connell St. less than a vyear
before he died. When I asked him
to name his greatest opponénts he
paid particular tribute to Tommy
Murphy of Laois and Henry
Kenny of Mayo. (J.M.)

Pat Treacy, Carrig Mor,
Church Rd., Ballybunion, Co.
Kerry., “l went to the Munster
final with FEoin Liston’s family.
The excitement was great. My

Mammy was hoping Cork would
win. She said she was sick of
going to matches. The minor
match was the best match I've
seea for a long time. I was at the

Ballybunion Irish Coilege all
month. God Bless”.
@® Togha fir a Phadraic. You

win a Kerry scarf Pat. (J.M.)

Pat Wickham, Age 14, 24, Cross
St. New Ross, Co. Wexford wants
the following programmes: 1978
Semi-Final Down v. Dublin; 1978
Semi-Final Kerry v. R0OScomimon;
1979 Connacht S.F. Final Mayo
v. Roscommon: aid 1976 and "77
All-Ireland Senior Hurling Finals,
Cork v. Wexford.

So ends Miailbag for another
month. Please write about the
All-Ireland or anything to

Junior Desk,
80, Upper Drumcondra Rd,,
Dublin, 9.

Results Summary
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ALL-IRELAND
CHAMPIONSHIP

Senior Football Semi-Finals:
August 12, Croke Park; Kerry
5-14; Monaghan 0-7. Attendance:
32,254, August 19: Dublin 0-14;
Roscommon 1-10. Attendance:
53,402.

Senior Hurling Final: Septem-
ber 2, Croke Park: Kilkenny 2-12;
Galway 1-8. Attendance: 53,535.
Top Scorer for the entire cham-
pionship: E. Cregan (Limerick)
2-16 (22 points) in three games.

Under-21 Hurling Semi-/Finals:
August 12, Thurles: Tipperary
7-13; Antrim 4-6.

Under-21 Football Semi-Finals;
August 26, Newry: Down 0-11;
Galway 0-9. Pairc Ui Chaoimh:
Cork 1-8; Offaly 1-7.

Minor Feotball Semi-Finals:
August 12, Croke Park: Kerry
1-15; Down 0-7. August 19: Dublin
0-8; Mayo 0-7.

Minor Hurling Final: Septem-
ber 2, Croke Park: Cork 2-11;
Kilkenny 1-9.

CONNACHT CHAMPIONSHIP

Under-21 Football Final: August
15, Tubbercurry: Galway 0-12;
Sligo 0-9.

1)

LEINSTER CHAMPIONSHIP

Under-21 Hurling Final Replay:
August 12, Carlow: Wexford 1-8;
Kilkenny 0-10.

CAMOGIE
ALL-IRELAND
CHAMPIONSHIPS

Senior Semi-Finals: August 12
Bruree: Tipperary 1-6; Limerick
0-6. August 19, Randalstown:
Antrim 3-5; Wextord 0-1.

Junior Semi-Finals: August 12,
Ballinderreen: Galway 2-4; Dublin
3-0, Crosskeys, Cavan: Cork 2-6;
Cavan 2-2.

HANDBALL
ALL-IRELAND COCA-COLA
OPEN CHAMPIONSHIPS

Singles Semi-Final: August 12,
Croke Park: T. O’Rourke (Kil-

dare) bt R, Lyng (Wexford)
21-19; 21-16.
Final: September 1, Croke

Park: T. O'Rourke (Kildare) bt
P. Ryvan (Dublin) 219; 21-11.

Doubles Semi-Finals: August
19, Croke Park: R. Lyng and S.
Buggy (Wextord) bt J. O'Brien
and P. Clarke (Roscommon)
21-11, 21-19. August 26, Cappagh:
Dan and John Kirby (Clare) bt O.
Harrold and P. Reilly (Kilkenny)
21-17, 21-16.
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Bobby
Doyle

(Dublin)

Age: 29
tHeight: 5ft. 11ins.
Weight: 11st. 7lbs.

Position: Full
Forward

Club: St. Vincent’s

Senior Inter-
County Debut:
19%72.

CAREER
HIGHLIGHTS

Bobby has experi-
enced the bad and
good days of Dublin
football. He was 1n
the side beaten by
Roscommon 10 a
National League re-
legation game in
September 1973, and
his clever play and
roving tactics as a
corner forward made
him one of the heroes
of the climb back to
glory.

He has three All-
[reland senior
medals, two National

League souvenirs,

and helped St. Vin-
cent’s to their natio-
nal club title win
three years ago.

Bobby, who was
also honoured by the
Carrolls All Stars in
1976 and 1977, added
another dimension 10
his career against
Roscommon with his
fine showing in his
latest full forward
role.
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