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EDITORIAL COMMENT

HE G.A!A., like all aspects of life, evolves and changes all the
time. But the year now opening mp will bring an unusually high
quota of eventful cnanges in the life and times of the organisation.

It will, in the natural order of things, be a year of a new President,
an woccasion of much importance in itself. But, in addition, there
will, for once in a veny rare while, also be @ new Director-General
appointed mext Miaricn, consequent on fthe decision of long-serving
Sean O Siochain to retire from the position on meaching the age limit,

In other directions, too0, there will be important developmenits. The
All Stars tour will have new dates, the All-lreland senior tootball
tinal may be brought forward a week from the traditional fourth
Sunday of September and an Australian tour is also a very exciting
possibility, Tinese are just some of the other factors that will con-
tribute towards marking out 1979 as a noteworthy year in many ways.

There will be opportunities over the coming months to pay weill-
merited tributes to the outigoing President, Con Murphy, and to
Sean 10 Siochain for their tremendous work on behalf of the G.A.A.
Sufficient now to say that they have not spared themselves in their
efforts on behalf of the Association, and that the organisation is very
heavily in their debf.

Meantime, is it too mmuch to hope that the wind of change that
will blow so strongly throughout the coming year will also bring
with it fresh thinking with regard to the playing time for the club
championships in miany counties?

The emphasis nowadays in sports promotion generally is on the
streamlined gpproach. So, the image of the G.A/A. was mot helped
at all by the way that yet again last autumn the opening rounds
of the National League were dogged by postponements and by
instances of counties fielding understrength teams because of clashes
with major club championship fixtures.

What made the position even more irritating was the fact that
some counties that had not any competitive senior fare in the first
half of 1978 still had not completed their county championships by
Octiober,

We are not arguing that cdlub matches should take second place to
inter-county ties. But, rather that in most cases the counly champion-

ships could be completed before the start of the Leagues.

Look at Dublin. They have one of the heaviest club programimes
of all and last year also had a busy inter-county programme, not only
at senior, but at minor level as well. Yet their county senior finals
were still played up by early August.

If Dublin can do that, why not the other counties?

The start of a New Year is a time for those counties who have
been lagging behind in this regard to look to their laurels. In the
long-run, they will be the real winners themselves, apart from the
good that this would do for the image of the Leagues, the second
most important mational competition.
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Keep 1n step
B shoe fashion

Everyone likes to keep in step with
fashion. And Tylers make it easy
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Step over to your nearest Tylers
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EAMUS Durack, goalkeeper
extraordinary from Clare,
and Colm MgcAlarney, Down’s
miaster of the middle of the park,
who provided sp many of the
best moments in hurling and
football over the past year, nNOW
usher in 1979 om a high note.
They have just earmed ranking as
the Second GAELIC SPORT
TYLER TOP TEN award winners.
Coonsistency, rather than bril-
liance in ome or two games In
a year, is the basis of these
awarids. Perfiormances are rated
over the year as a whole, and
the final charts in the current 1s-
sue. which monitored the con-
cluding matches of the past year,
saw Durack and MoAlarney fin-
ally emerge as good winmners.

In hurling, however, there was
a keen enough finish, with
Durack finally sprinting clear. He
had been setting the pace briskly
for much of the season, but was
passed out @&t a crucial stage 1n
the November-December review
by Ned Buggly.

The Wexford marksmam sup-
reme collected 36 valuable points
in that chart to edge four points
clear of the Clare goalkeeper,
who did not apear 1in that Top
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Durack and

McAlarney

Ten Review, which covered
matches up to and including
Qctobher 22.

But, iromically emough, it was
against Wexford in the League at
Enmiscorthy in the second week
of November that Durack came
storming back. He brought off
some superb saves in a high-
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@® Colm McAlarney of Down,
Gaelic Sport’s Tyler Top Ten
Footballer of 1978.

0

capture top awards

powered display in a match won
by Clare, and followed on twoO
weeks later by further emphasis-
ing his mastery of the goalkeep-
ing art. -

That was against Kilkenny aft
Tulla in the League champions’
concluding League tie of the
year. Again the Feakle club man
got -in. some valuable touches for
his team before he had to retire
with an injury after 56 minutes.

As a result, he makes his fifth
appearance of the campaign in a
Top Ten Review on 40 points.
That tally has sent his haul for
the year up to 144 points, which
earns him a comifiortable lead of
eight points over his closest rival,
Buggy.

The Wexford man was among
the scores against Clare, and
earlier in the pertod under review
he scored 24 in g League win
over Waterford, He comes into
the January review on 26 points
as a result, a haul that has him
hiolding up the table, but still con-
solidates his position: in the lead-
ing roles over-all.

Durack made his entry into
the 1978 charts 1n May on 27
points. He added 25 points more
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@® FROM PAGE 5

to his redord inv June, collected 28
in July/August, and was back
again in September with 24 more
ploinits.

Now comes his best tally of the
campaign at 40 points a rating
in tthe current momnthly review at
No. 2. Surprisingly enough, he did
not earn a top-ofitheichart posi-
tion during the season,

McAlarney was an absentee
from the November-December
charts. At that juncture, however,
he had 31 points top spare over
his nearest rival, Tommy Drumm,
with another Dubliner, Jimmy
Keaveney, and that brilliant
chance-snapper from  Kerry,
Michael Sheehy, #following in
close pursuidt,

The Down man did not exactly
set the scene alighit over the final
review period. But he did get
through mulichh valuable work
whien helping his team to a vital
win over Roscommon at Newry
early in November, and he again
played his part when the Ulster
champions and Tyrone shared the
points at Newcastle late in Now-
ember, again in the League.

Als a result, the Castlewellan club
mlan picks up 32 points, and, al-
though that has him well down
the final monthly chlart, the divi-
dend leaves McAlarney a com-
prehensive winner on 157 points.
He has 33 points in hand owver
the No. 2 placed Tommy Drumm,

Like Durack, McAlarney 1s ap-
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Hurler of 1978 in command during the 1978 League final against
Kilkenny.

pearing ‘this month for the fifth
time in a Top Ten line-up. He got
off to a tremendous start by head-
ing the April list on 28 points,
and was football’s No. 1 again
in May.

That was his most successful
month. A powerful display in
Down’s win over Kildare in exitra
time in a National League quar-
ter final replay at Croke Park,
and another splendid show in the
drawn Railway Cup final sent the
Down skipper to the top spot on
40 points,

THE FINAL PLACINGS

HURLING

144 Seamus Durack (Clare)
136 Ned Buggy (Wexford)
116 Tggy Clarke (Galway)
100 John Horgan (Cork)

87 Pat Hartigan (Limerick)
80 Ger Loughnane (Clare)
69 John Crowley (ICork)

68 Ger Henderson (Kilkenny)
68 Mossy Walsh (Waterford)
67 Joachim Kelly (Offaly)

FOOTBALL

157 Colm McAlarney (Down)
124 Tommy Drumm (Dublin)
102 Pat Spillane (Kerry)

94 Dermot Earley (Roscommon)
93 Jimmy Keaveney (Dublin)
90 Michael Sheehy (Kerry)

64 Tommy Carew (Kildare)

62 Anton O’Toole (Dublin)

59 Mick Wright (Offaly)

54 Tom Prendergast (Laois)
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Afiter that great start, however,
MoAlarmey did not appear in a
monthly runidown until Septem-
ber, when he added 36 points to
his bag. He collected a further
21 in October.

Ned Buggy is another appear-
ing in the monithly review for the
fifth time, He miade his enftry in
May (26 points), was back again
in June (23 points), collected 25
in July-August, and hiad his best
bag of all inn November-Decemher
at 36.

Tommy Drumm came into the
spoitlight in May om 26 points.
He had a long wait unftil pick-
ing up 30 more points in October,
and then had his most successful
period in November-December on
38. This month, the Dubliner is in
ninth: position on 30 points.
Neither Buggy nor Drumm filled
a top of the month rating during
the campaign.

But one whio has gained such
a distinction: anid in style, too, is
Pat Soillane, now bringing up
the rear of the field in football’s
listing for Janwary om 29 points.
When taking the No. 1 spot in




November-December  on the
sirength of his superb displays
on Sam Maguire Cup winmning
day, and in the League sucdcess
against Dublin, he achieved at 48
points the highest tally in either
dode umitil then,

Paddy Kirwin (Offaly) also set a
nwew standard in this regarid for
hurling with 42 points, but as we
shall see further ipon, these peaks
have now been equalled.

Cork had more men honoured
in hurling than any other coumty
at 11. Dublin lead the way in
football, nine of their stars hiav-
ing ffound places over the year.

Ger Loughnane, who was the
first GAELIC SPORT TYLER
TOP TEN award winner in hur-
ling, almost dlinched a place in
the top half of the 1978 table
with a splendid display against
Kilkenny at Tulla late in Novem-
ber. He collects 32 points this
month, and as a result moves up
to sixth position over-all on 80
ploinits,

Other links with last year’s
Top Ten in hurling are Buggy,
then fourth over-all, and Durack
and John Horgan, who were
among a group of players im.
ninth position.

Tommy Drumm was at No. 10
in football at the end of 1977.
Spillane, remiarkably enough,
maintiaing his rating of last season
at No. 3, while Jimmy Keaveney,
who was runpner-up last January,
Dermot Earley, at No. 8 a year
ago, and Michael Sheehy, [the
1977 No. 7, also appear in the
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Né Bugg o
(Wlexford ) (ICork)

" John Horgan

elite for fthe second successive
Season.

The wconcluding <charts for the
1977 story, which appear this
month, cover the period from
October 31 to December 10 in-
clusive.

A feature was Cork’s football
revival, And, one of the key fac-
tors in thalt success story was the
cultured football of Denis Allen,
a nonrstop ftrier and progressive
worker, who was also one of the
leading score-getters in the pre-
(Christmias [progriamime.

He gains recognition for this
stellar role with a top-ofithe chart
position on 48 points to equal
Spillane’s record.

Mossy 'Carroll takes the lelad
spot in hurling. He hiad good
games lagainst Offaly, Kilkenny
and Waterford in: the League, and
the Limerick centre half biack
really excelled in fthe drawn
game with Galway at Ballinasloe
in December. So, he, oo equals
the hurling high poing for @
monthly meview for the 1977
series on 42 poinits,

THIS MONTH’S CHARTS

HURLING
42 M. Carroll (Limerick) ... 42
40 S. Durack (Clare) ......... 144
38 J. McDonagh (Galway) ... 38
35 I. Clarke (Galway) ......... 116
34 John Horgan (Cork) ...... 100
32 G. Loughnane (Clare) ... 80
30 D. Martin (Offaly) ......... 30
28 P. Hartigan (Limerick) 87
26 N. Buggy (Wexford) ...... 136

26 J. Greene (W aterford) ... 26
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® Tommy Drumm, the popular
Dublin right half back, who was
runner-up to 'Colm McAlarney in

the race for the 1978 Tyler Top
Ten Footballer Award.

FOOTBALL
48 D. Allen (Cork) ............ 48
44 J. Egan (Kerry) ............ 44

40 K. McGarvey (Tyrone) ... 40
338 D.Earley (Roscommon) ... 94

36 M. Wright (Offaly) ........ ;59
36 S. Devlin (Armiagh) ...... 36
32 C. McAlarney (Down) ... 157
32 K. Kehily (Cork) ......... 32
30 T. Drumm (Dublin) ...... 124
29 P. Spillane (Kerry) ...... 102
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IN FOOTBALL TODAY
YOUTH HOLD SWAY

OUTH reigns in today’s hoot-
ball world, That must surely
be the verdict following Kerry’s
impressive victories over an
ageing Dublin fifteen in the All-
Ireland final and subsequent
league game at Croke Park.
Youth-filled Kerry oozing with
exuberance, confidence and pace,
ran the Dubs ragged in those
incident-packed encounters, dis-
playing power which would seem
to suggest a lengthy term on tOp
for the Kingdom.

For players like Eoin Liston
and Mick Spillane, both in their
first season on the county senior
team, the future looks particu-
larly bright. Both could make a
huge impact in the years ahead.

Liston, following his goal-scor-
ing feats in the final, 1s already
a household name. The tall,
bearded full-forward has achieved
more in one season than many
inter«county footballers do in an
entire career.

A vear ago few outside the
Kingdom had heard of Eoin
Tiston. He did play @ prominent
midfield role in the 1977 All-
Ireland under-21 success but this
was hardly an indication of his
impending rush to stardom. What
chiefly set the 2l-year-old Beale
man on the road to mear-instant
fame were his impressive dis-
plays in helping divisional side,
Shannon Rangers, become county
senior champions,

Gaining the attention of the
senior selectors, Eoin was inftro-
duced for the league and, as
Kerry struggled, he began his
senior intercounty career on a
subdued note. But came the
summer and the championship

and Liston and Kerry really
blossomed,

Outstanding against Cork in the
Munster final, promising against
Roscommon in the All-Ireland
semi-final, Eoin really scaled the
football heights when scoring 3-2
in his dream All-Ireland final
debut. He tortured the exper-
ienced Dublin rearguard and ser-
ved notice that, as he matures, he
could develop into omne of the
game’s great full-forwards.

Mick Spillane has been on the
Kerry under-21 team since 1976.
He was thrown in at the deep
end in the senior final, however,
when Tom Doyle was forced 1o
cry off through injury. The Tem-
pleogue neophyte did not let
Kerry down and performed with
competence at left cormer back.

The failure of Dublin’s Bobby
Doyle, almost always totally in-
volved, to make an impression in
the ’78 final is adequate testi-
mony of Mick Spillane’s effec-
tiveness. Incidentally, Mick is a
younger brother of brilliant for-
ward, Pat, who also achieved
early success with Kerry, win-
ning a National League medal in
1974 while still in his ‘teens.

Without doubt Kerry are richly
endowed with young football
talent. But what of their Munsbter
rivals, Cork? Can fthey produce
any youngsters to combat (the
flair and speed of the Kerrymen
in next year’s Munster final?

At the moment Cork have a
few players on trial in the league
and these could establish them-
selves as regulars. Not the least
promising 1S 19-year-old Paul
Collins from Bishopstown. A
county minor in 1977, he made a

9
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Noel
Horgan

big impression when containing
Eoin IListon in this year’s Mun-
ster under-21 final. Tall and
strong Paul possesses all the
physical attributes to make jt to
the top grade and he has already
shone in the league. Should he
maintain his progress, he 1is
likely to become a huge sSuccess
at full-back and thus release the
versatile Kevin Kehily for an-
other defensive role.
Mitchelstown’s Mick Mullins s
also a great Cork prospect. A bril-
liant minor, he was on the county
under-18 panel from 1974 to ’76.
So impressive was he in his third
year that he gained immediate
promotion to the seniors and
played in the 1977 Munster final.
He dropped out of favour during
1978 but is rapidly recovering his
best form and is now o the
Cork team for the league. This
talented forward may yet realise
his true potential as a senior.

Jim XKerrigan from Nemo
Rangers is anofther name to
watch in the coming year. A
skilled attacking wing-back on the
Cork minor team beaten by
Meath in 1977, he has been
maturing rapidly with his club
and won a county senior medal
this year. He was introduced as
a substitute in the Munster final
and is now strongly in contention
for a permanent place on the
beam.

It seems likely, therefore, that
the 1979 Munster final will be
dominated by young players.
Which seems tO emphasise that
youth prevails in today’s football
wiorld. Perhaps, at this stage,
Dublin would be wise to take note
of the fact. .
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Cork footballers

starting tough

climb to the top

BY EAMONN YOUNG

WAS glad to see Kerry win

that All-Ireland, but an hour
after, it seemed very plain that
Cork footballers would be down
for a while and I wished once
again for this long-awaited open
draw. Thus it was more in hope
than in real confidence in a
bright future, that I watched
Cork get ready for the league
game against capable Laois. A
win that day was great for
openers, and the lastminute
draw against Galway away, was
a real relief especially as at this
time there had been difficulty
over the appointment of a coach
anid trainer.

A few days before the Kerry
game this ripple on the waters
which had threatened to become
a typhoon, was smobthed away
and the team faced the Kingdom
united under a sensible selection
commifttee anid experienced
coach, Frank Cogan, and the new
triainer Billy Morgan. Yet I
thought a;¢ half time that the
Cork side would be hammered
in the second half as the King-
dom seemed to be just getting
into top gear. After half-time
Charlie Nelligan saved his goal
but grounded Jim Barry-Murphy
and the penalty was the inevit-
able result. When Denis Allen
stuck this inte the net the crowd
wentt wild and so did the players.
They came at Kerry with every-
thing they had, ramn swifitly,
urgently, intelligently and in ten

minutes had the champions hang-
ing on. It was in that ten minutes
the new Cork football team was
born. Qld rivalry and ability were
the parenits and real player moti-
vation, further stimulated by the
trainer crux, the midwife.

The Kerry game was won, tails
were up, and we all hoped that
the away match with flormidible
Kildare wouldn’t knock the bot-
tom out of the can. It dida’t and
the way they won it showed that
for now anyhow we havie a Cork
side that will not disgrace itself
even against the best. The game
with Dublinn a forntnight before
Christmas confirmed this and
their first victory for meore than
four years ensured their finishing
unbeaten on top of Division 1
south,

What brought about this re-
markable change in Cork foot-
ball? Firstly luck had something
to do with it, for the game with
Laois was the easiest and the win
was carved by reasonable ability
which one must expect in a large
community of players. The Gal-
way one was luckier still for in
that day the team uncertain of
its future due to the trainer
difficulty, was in poor spirits and
fortunate to survive. Real mad
desire to prove themselves did
the job against Kerry and here
again there was luck, for the
Kingdom played badly and
seemed to me quite disgruntled
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in the vital last quarter. But it
wasn’t all luck and only a fool
would deny that apart from the
delightful earnestness of the
players, there was real ability
also. This competence in football
was further imprioved by the fact
thiat the dual players Jim Barry-
Murphy, Brian Murphy and John
Crowley, relieved of hurling
duties, were able to pour their
considerable power and elan into
the football flood, This was be-
cause the Cork hurling team
was playing in a lower division
_ .. about the best thing that
has happened to the county in
recent years.

New players came along this
autumn. Candidly I didn’t think
they would be good enough, but
the last two months have givemn
me adequate invitation to a
chiange of mind. John Crowley
the hurler was given his cdhance
and T was glad, for as a lad in
school he was a fine patural foot-
baller with ball control and
power. At twenty-one John, a tall
raw-boned steady young mail
may become quite a good player.
He fetches well, can carry the
ball at speed, and has worked out
a sensible defensivie semnse which
has enabled him to survive the
sharpest attacks of Ireland’s best
hurling forwards.

In the centre of the field there
is a tall slightly-built twenty-four
year old Vincent Coakley who
leaps up for the high omnes like
an Australian . . he doesn’t
want to come down without It.
Time was whea 1 saw this mian
pushed off the ball very easily
but now he’s stronger and, tim-
ing his jump well, he gets up in
the air away from the jostling.
Along with him in the middie
of the field is the 27-year old
John Courtney, in the army on
the Curragh, married in New-
bridge and playing with the club
there, This 1s a surprise choice,

® TO PAGE 13
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When your ‘old faithful’ begins having an S0 you can be driving in style sooner than
affair with a mechanic, it's time to think of getting  you think.
a new partner. For new cars, used cars or, indeed, for any
Allied Irish Finance make it all so simple. By  maijor financial undertaking, you'll find Allied Irish
providing the finance!you need, on terms that Finance ready, willing and able to help.
make sense. Formalities are kept to a minimum, Allied Irish Finance —a friend indeed.
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@ The Cork team defeated by Kerry
There has been a tremendous resurgence in
topped Division I South of the N.F.L. Back row
Ryan, Eugene Desmond, Billy Morgan,
(from left): Brian Sweeney, Jimmy Barrett, Sean

@ FROM PAGE 11

for the man has been around for
vears without making the grade
and yet in Newbridge before his
neighbours he gave a thundering
hour’s football just before Christ-
mas. Two months ago no one
would have said that Coakley
and Courtney would hold their
own with established midfielders
but time has proved that they
can, so here's to the future,
Courtney picks up a lot of the
ball around the centre of the
field because of a natural dilig-
ence and a sound head.

Christy Ryan was played in
this year’s Munster final without
making any great name for him-
self, partly because this seventy-
four inch, twenty-one year old is
not a midfielder. Now at cenfre-
back for Cork he is fetching well
and getting that ball away with
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and Dave McCarthy.

power and no delay, while he
tackles his man with real gusto
and reasonable efficiency,

Tom Creedon back soon from
Malawi, Sean Coleman who mis-
sed the Kildare game due to
a business visit to Hawaii, Donal
Hunt recovering from a broken
wrist, Paul Collins of Bishops-
town a strong full back now comi-
mitted to the U.C.C. rugby team,
Denis Long recovering from a
broken leg, Ray Cummins hurling
well, and Dave MacCarthy who
is resting, are other names to
consider and in all the selecdtors
should have a capable panel be-
fore the first of May.

While the picture is optimistic
enough there’s nobody so foolish
as to expect wonders, and every-
body associated with the team
knows that only real dedication
and humility will get the county
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in the Munster final at Pairc Ui Chaoimh last July by 3-14 to 3-7.
Cork football since then and at the mid-season break they
(from left): Ray Cummins, Jimmy Barry-Murphy, Christy
Tom Creedon, Declan Barron and John Coleman. Front row
Murphy, Denis Allen, Brian Murphy, Kieran Murphy,

back on the All-Ireland road from
which we were so smartly thrown
by Dublin four{and-a-half years
ago. I am convinced that in that
competent team of 73 ithere was
at least one more All-Ireland if
they had been prepared to forget
the long-awaited friumph and
start all over again as every
champion team must do in the
following summer. We must not
miake that mistake ever again,
and in the meantime the players,
the new ones fthat I've named,
and some others perhaps who
may be around the cormer, marst
join with the tried regulans under
shrewd guidance to start the as-
sault on that athletic pinnacle
scaled only by men who in every
sense of the word keep their eyes
on the ball.

It’s a tough dimb; we’ll see
if the boys are able for it.
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'\/IANY a game in the past ex-
AVA Giting year for hurling and
football was coloured by an indi-
vidual display of sheer elegance.
Seamus Durlack and  Colm
McAlarney are just two of the
personality-plus performers who
left outstanding imprints in this
regard.

But where this talented duo
also scored moore heavily than
most over the past campaign as
a whole was in consistency. While
each had those extra special glory
days, it is true nonetheless to
say that the over-riding feature
of their play was the manner in
which they produced an unusually
high level of performance in
match after match right through-
out the year.

Small wonder, then, that they
have emerged as the second
GAELIC SPORT TOP TEN award
WIinmners.

Durack completes a remarkable
double for (Clare, as the first
award winner in hurling a year
ago wias that prilliant half back

from the Banner cdounty, Ger

Loughnane. McdAlarney is follow-
ing in the footsteps in football of
another mighty half back trend-
setter, Dublin’s polished Pat
O"Neall,

Few will disagree that our top
men of 1978 are among the most
exciting personalities in the
game. Champion competitors, in
fact, among that large company
of pulseraising performers who,

‘ OUR TOP MEN ARE
AMONG GREATS
OF GAELIC GAMES

By OWEN McCANN

with their artistry and dedica-
tion, are doing so much to keep
hurling and football so firmly
ahead of their competitors.

Long before the past campaign
Durack and McAlarney had
franked their right to rank
among the greats of the games
in any one era. Their mastery in
all arts of their crafts, and above
all their superb sportsmanship,
receive a further dimension now
by virtue of the way they have
emerged convincing winners in
our annual review in a season in
which the opposition was of the
highest quality, and very coml-
petitive as well.

It is impossible to caloulate
what Clare’'s hurling resurgence
owes to the goalkeeping exper-
tise of Seamus Durack., What is
beyond dispute is that his magi-
cal qualities have made him one
of the inspiring figures in a very
talented combination that has
brought such a welcome wind of
change to the code in recent
times with those headline-making
triumphis in the National League.

Similarly, with  McAlarney.
Down are deeply in debt to the
towering midfielder, not only flor
his superh leadership when cap-
taining the county to last year's
Ulster senior championship win,
but for many telling perfiorm-
ances over a long and honoured
gareer.

The Castlewellan club man gets
through an amazing amount of
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effective. work in every match.
Time and again since I saw him
win two Ulster medals on the
same  afftermoon—minor  and
senior—at Casement Park in
1966, 1 have marvelled at the
work-rate of his game, not to
mention his skilled football and
thoroughly progressive approach.

He has had many high points
as a sentor. When Down were
dazzling so maany with their foot-
ball perfection in their last golden
yvear of 1968, McdacAlarney was a
vital cog in the well-olled
miachine that brought the coveted
senior double of the National
League and the Sam Maguire
Cup to the Mourne county.

Ulster, too, has benefited
greatly from his services. Apart
from being one of the province’s
leading performers In recent
times, he also helped to fashion
the Railway Cup wins of 1968
and 1971.

But, despite all that he ac-
complished in the past, and ac-
cepting, too, that the 1968 run
by Down to the big double was
something extra special, I still
feel that MoAlarney produced
the best football of his career
over the past year.

In saying this, I am not prim-
arily influenced by the fact that
he has emerged as the GAELIC
SPORT TYLER TOP TEN foot-
baller of 1978, But rather from
what I saw myself of the tall 30-
year old teacher—and, fortun-
ately for me, that was quite a
fot.

T am prepared to argue as weill
when it comes to handing out the
Oscars for the top individual per-
formances of the past year, the
accolade in football must go to
MgcAlarney, who was born in
Dublin, but moved to Down with
his family when he was about 11
years old. |

Certainly, in all the years I
have been watching the code; 1
doubt if 1 saw a better perform-

@ TO PAGE 17
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ance than that produced by the
Down skipper when leading his
team to their National League
quartter-final victory over Kildare
in extra time at Croke Park last
Faster Sunday.

That was @a performance {0
gavour time and again. Every-
thing McAlarney did was brimiful
of intelligence and purpose, and
he never flagged a moment OVer
the entire extended match.

Yet, high-powered though that
performance was, the mighty
Down star challenged that gour-
de-force strongly with the quality
of his play when doing much to
singe Cavan’s ambitions in the
Northern final last summer at
Clones. He was on his game tO
such telling effect that he walked
away with the Man, of the Match
award.

It is when one thinks of stellar
displays like those, and also
realises the full extent of his
skills that one begins to appre-
ciate just what a quality Ioot-
baller Colm McAlarney really 1s.

The GAELIC SPORT TYLER
TOP TEN award is his second
major end-of-the-year honour.
Last month at the final Carrolls
presentation banguet in Dublin,
he collected his second All Star
award. That was as a midfielder,
and it was in that role that he
whas first honoured in the Carrolls
All Star line-up in 1975. But the
Down man has also made his
mark as a forward.

Durack has, like the Ulster
footballer, the ability to take an
ordinary match and make it
something special through the
sheer splendour of his hurling.
His capacity for the incredible in
goal is uncanny at times, and his
career has been liberally sprink-
led by memorable appearances.

But some games still stand out
evenn more dlearly than others.
Whenever 1 recall the wvictory
over Kilkenny in 1977 that put
Clare back among the National
League titles after an interval of

31 years, 1 think of the decisive
impact he made with a five-star
exhibition.

And, when the Banner county
retained the League crown last
April in another show-down: with
the Noresiders, the anticipation
and agility of the Feakle club
man was one of the best features
of the victory-effort. He must
now, as is the case of MoAlarney
at centre-field, rank as one of the
miost gifted players we have seen
in his own demanding position.

Nor has Clare's second succes-
sive Munster final defeat from
Cork last July dulled in any way
the goalkeeper’s sharp edge. The
League champions may not have
exactly sparkled in the pre-

OUR
TOP
MEN

Christmas programme of the
points competition, but they still
had a very successful run for all
that,

And, in doing much to power
the come-back, Durack provided
plenty of opportunities to enjoy
his many brilliant gifts—instant
reflexes, brilliant saving, coolness,
daring, sure-cabching and swift
and deliberate clearances.

Durack, who was 27 last June,
has been Clare’s megular goal-
keeper in the senior grade
since 1970, Of medium height,
he had a splendid inningg with
Munster in the Railway Cup in
the mid-'Seventies, but at that
period Leinster were the dom-
inant power.

Then, when Munster broke
the Fasterners’ grip on the
trophy in 1976, Durack had the
cruel luck to miss the final
through an injury. But he
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finally got amomg the interpro-
vincial medals last May at Pairc
Ui Chaoimh when the South de-
throned Leinster,

This dynamic master of the
goalkeeper’s art has also dis-
played the scoring touch in his
time. In fact, he appeared with
the Clare munder-21 team as a
forward. '

But back to Durack the goal-
keeper, and he is mow assured
of a unique position as far as
Munster is concernied. When he
was first honoured by the Car-
rolls All Stars selectors in 1977
he became the initial player
from the South to gain the No. 1
spot in thurling, And, as he re-
tained that position last year,
Durack now ranks as the only
Munster goalkeeper to earn sel-
ection in the code in the eight
years’ history of the Carrolls
All Stars promotion.

All this means that the gamie’s
most coveted prize is now the
only major honour to ‘have
eluded the wvigilant net-minder.
Will 1979 set that right?

Only time will tell, but few
would complain—even in such
acknowledged strongholds as
Cork, Kilkenny, Tipperary, Lim-
erick and Waterford—if this
brilliant performer and the gal-
lant men of Clare in general
scaled the long-awaited heights
in the championship ahead.

Last year in becoming the first
winners, Ger Loughnane and Pat
0’Neill set a very high standard
for the GAELIC SPORT TYLER
TOP TEN award winners circle,
Seamus Durack and Colm Mc-
Alarney are =5|upnarb15r maintaining
that standard.

GAELIC SPORT is particu-
lalry pleased to be associated
with this opportunity of showing
in tangible form our appreciation
of the high qualities and SpoTts-
manship of this brilliant twosome.
We have no doubt, either, that
our appreciation and congratula-
tions will be echoed by readers
far and wide and by John Tyler
and Sons our SpONSOTsS,

N W o
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ONCE SMALL FRY,

NOW BIG FISH

By MICK DUNNE (RTE Sport)

OR those Shannonside neigh-

bours Offaly and Galway the
break from the National Hurling
l,eague has been all the more
satisfying this winter, Not only
are they completely relieved of
any relegation worry — an ex-
perience not entirely uswal for
them in latter times — but they
have sound hopes of being
involved in the knock-out stages
of the competition in April.

The remarkable feature of the
first half of the league hias been
the failure of the traditional
mighty hurling counties to odoupy
any of the places in the top half
of the premier section. Indeed,
the two counties that have won
exactly half of the previous 46
leagues — Cork and Tipperary
— are niot even in the top group.
The leading four in Division LA
when the competition shut-down
last month were Clare (two
titles only), Offaly — a county
that never even reached a final
— Galway (three) and Limerick
(seven).

Moreover, but flor the National
League in midern timegs three of
these — Clare, Galway and
Offaly — would have hlad wvery
little to enjoy it hurling. The
championship has been an abso-
lutely barren hunting-ground.

Maybe success in the league
will be the forerunner of the big
break-through in the cdhiamjpion-
ship. Certiinly it appeared to be

so for Galway in’ 1975, buf then
they suffered the huge disap-
pointment of that year’s All-
Ireland final. And perhaps with
Clare, having put so much into
winning the last two leagues they
may, at last, use it only as a
means of achieving their real
objective, which is a chamipion-
ship triumiph.

But for Offaly a success of any
kind would be particularly wel-
come, Like Galway, they repre-
sent a county that is almiost
evenly split between hurling and
football and in modern times —
again akin to Galway — hurling
has frequently been owvershad-
owed by their success at foothall.

This changed somewhat in the
last few years when Andy Gal-
lagher, their dedicated hurling
ooach, got together a young and
committed set of young hurlers
to work assiduously alongside the
more experienced players [like

Damien Martin and Padraig
Horlan.
Among the better of the

younger ones is midfielder Pat
Delaney, the six{foot blond from
Kinnitty who will be 24 next
May. He was centre/half back on
the 1973 minor side, but moved
to midfield when he played on
the under-21 team three years
later, He made hig debut in a
match against Amtrim in 1974
when he lined-out at right hialf-
forward. Three vears earlier he
had helped Widklow win the
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Damior v T
Mien Martin (Offaly)

Leinster intenmediate hurling
championship and reach the Alil-
Ireland finat where they lost by
three  points to Tipperary. Pat
also plays dub football and in
May last year he ftravelled as
hurling replacement with the All-
Stars on the American., trip.
Another blond — Finbarr
Gantley — ‘hias only lately estab-
lished himself on the Galway
team although he is now 27. The
explanationy for his absenice from
the team until ghe start of the
197778 league is that he lived
in London for several years and
played for London against his
native Galway in the 1974 All-
Ireland hurling quarter-final. The
following year he wias omn the
London team that took West-
meath to a replay in the final of
the B championship. |
Sinice October 1977 he has been
2 regular member of the Galway
fullforward line, filling all three
positions at one time or another,
but in miore recent games he has
ocoupied the right full position
and he has been consistently
among the side’s scorers.
Finbarr plays junior hurling
with the Beagh dub in Galway
and his presence on the county
teqam in the past year had hiad
such an inspiring effect on his
dlub-mates = that they capltured
the Galwiay junior chamipionship
early last month after many,
many years without success.
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CEANNARAS: NATIONAL
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AN imposing new £800,000
headquarters at Croke Park
is on the way, and will represent
a signifidant contribution towards
the celebration of the Centenary
Year of 1984. Work is due to
begin on the project next month,
and will continue until 1981.

“Facilities at Croke Park are
very limited and inadequate,”
said Con Murphy, President of
the G.A.A., when launching a
fund to help finance the ambit-
ious project.

“The erecdtion of the Ceannaras
(the new H.Q. will be known as
Ceanmaras Cumann Luthchleas
Gael) is to meet the essential
requirements now and to provide
the '‘Association with @& head-
quarters befifiting its record and
standing,” continued the Presi-
dent.

“Regrettably the Association
cannot meet the cost from its own
resources as it has been decided
thiat, as a priority, all surplus fin-
ance be made available to clubs
to purchase and develop grounds
and assist in the improvemenit
of accommodation for our pat-
rons whose support is vital at our
miain county groumnds.”

The Association will generate
half the cost of the Ceannaras
out of its own resources over the
next five years. Each club has
agreed to donate £10 a year for

APPEAL FOR FUNDS

five years, or £125,000 in all.

Gate receipts (5% of the gross)
from the National Leagues, the
Provincial and All-Ireland Cham-
pionships over the next five years
will add an estimated £225,000
to the fund.

A fund has been launched to
raise the remaining £400,000.
Donations are being requested
from those whio wiould wish to be
associated, either personally or
through their corporate organ-
isations, with the G.A.A. and its
objectives. They may contribute
by cash or by the provision or
sponsorship of materials and fit-
tings.

In this regard there is an 1n-
centive.  All-dreland  five-year
tickets for hurling amd football
will be offered in a draw for sub-
scribers before January 31, 1979.

So, obviously, apart from mak-
ing a tangible contribution to a
worthwhile project, subscribers
could reap a handsome dividend
into the bargain.

The names of all subscribers
will be entered and permanently
maintained in an album in the
Ceannaras Museum. Names of
major subscribers will be recor-
ded on a special plague.

The development will provide
conference facilities ‘for 600
people, meeting rooms, amn mnter-
national sized handball alley, a
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By OWEN McCANN

gymnasium, a restaurant and bar,
as well as administration offices.

Also included in the Ceann-
aras will be @& mnew G.AA.
museum and library which the
Association has decided to estab-
lish.

Rooms and facility areas with-
in the complex will be offered
for sponsorship at subscriptions
from £3,000 to £30,000.

The plans indlude the provision
of at least one commercial floor
of 5,000 square feet which it is
felt will be in demand for office
space in the area, The estimated
income from this letting should
make the project viable from
the maintenance and operational
point of view such as staffing.
This should insure that the nor-
mal funds of the Association will
not have to be called on for this
puUrpose.

Facilities are also in the design
to add additional floors as the
need or 'demand arises, whioh
could possibly yield an income
for the Association, but it is not
envisaged having more than one
commercial floor as of mow.

Said Mr. Murphy: “We are
confident that in this, our first
national appeal of this kind, we
will have the full and generous
support of everybody. We need
i+ Without it we cannot go ahead
with this vital project.”




T would seem that the Master
Fixtures Plan — like Robbie
Burns’ best laid schemes — wenit
a-gley last month when the Cen-
tral Council threw a flew span-
ners in the works. For it must
be virtually certain mow that
Congress will reject major re-
commendations which are pro-
posed by the Central Activities
Committee to clear the muddy
waters of the fixtures’ morass in
which the Association has been
knee-deep for several years.

Central Council, by a tenet of
the Official Guide is the supreme
governing body between Con-
gresses, but only Congress itself
has the authority to enact rules,
to amend or rescind them. Never-
theless — even allowing for an
unlikely display of wultimate
power by ICongress in March —
it is fairly predictable that sug-
gestions, which were rejected by
a simple majority at Central
Council, will not win the favour-
able two-thirds majority which
will be necessary at Congress be-
cause of the alteration in rules
they would effect.

Consequently it is now almost
certain that there will not — as
the Activities Committee had
hoped — be new dates for the
All-Ireland Hurling final (and
possibly the football decider, too)
mor a mew under 19 years grade
to replace both the under-21
championship and the minor
comipetition.

These were but some of very
many recommendations in the
long-awaited and welcome Master
Fixtures Plan, which has been
the dream of the Activities Com-
mittee since its formation six
years ago. Indeed as far back
as 1971 the McNamee Commis-
sion stated that it was “impera-
tive that a master inter-county
fixtures plan be devised. Ideally
it should be based on a twelve-
month schedule covering from
All-Ireland championships to
club level.”

Easier said than done, though,
as the Activities body discovered
when they got down to tackling
the job. They make this very

SPANNER IN

clear in the admirably compre-
hensive and commendable report
produced last 'October after over
a wyear’'s work that was the oul-
mination of much prelimmary
study and research., Theyv state:
“Thie number of competitions
whidh the Association is obliged
to promote and organise and the
rules within which the Control-
ling Bodies are obliged to operate
make it very difficult to produce,
or plan 'a dependable fixtures
programime.’’

There it is re-affirmed once
again — @as it has been for the
umipteenth time over the last two
decades, but with growing ur-

By MICK DUN!

gency 1 the last ten years — the
kernel of the G.A.A.'s most seri-
ous problem: the choking, chaotic
glut of competitions. Since World

War II various bodies have piled ]
competition upon competition,

added tournament after ‘tourna- {
meent, championship after cham- 4

pronship, with such readiness —
and without careful considera-
tion of the consequences — that
the Association now fhnds itself
almost incapable, as the Activi-
ties Committee confess, of extri-
cating itself.

In dhampionships alone, we
saw the under-21 grade intro-
duced to the calendar, the inter-
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THE WORKS

NE (RTE Sport)

mediate ‘hurling started and
abandoned, the All-Ireland club
championships and varlious
special minor and under-16 com-
petitions. In Leinster there have
heen the inter-county under-14
competitions and we nearly had
a2 national ocompetition begun
for the same grade. Tournaments
cropped up all over the wvlace
with the prolificacy, and just as
much carelessness, as weeds 1n
an untended garden until the day
came when the Grounds Toura-
ment in both hurling and ‘ftoot-
ball had to be dropped.

Trips to America, not only in
the 1970s by the champions and

All-Stars, but by individual
counties and clubs, were ap-
proved with a haste that might
lead the uminitiated to believe
the G.A.A. had no such things
as championships and leagues at
home here which could be dis-
rupted by the consequent post-
ponements.

No matter what the objective
— whether it was to cater for a
special category of player, or to
gather funds for a monument to
be erected, a church to be built
or a field to be developed — fthe
answer seemed to be to run a
competition, Sadly, this ‘“com-
petition mentality” is still with

.
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us as evidenced by the astonish-
ing decision last year to intro-
duce vet another competition in
the form of the Ceannarus Tomr-
nament — conceived on ex-
actly the same lines of the
Grounds Tournament which had
to be abandoned, Granted, the
ailm is to raise funds for the new
building at Croke Park, but no
matter how mnecessary this may
be, the decision by the Manage-
menit Committee was totally in-
consistent with the widely ac
knowledged facot that the Asso-
ciation, for far top lomg, has had
too many competitions.

No one in iclose touch with
the affairs of the G.A.A. needs
detailed exposition of fthe effect
this has had. Everyone 1s aware
of the intolerable iclashing of
fixtures that has happenred with
the resultant disruption of care-
fully flaid-out programmes. In
very recent months we hiad the
hiatus about Kerry’s under-21
semi-final affecting their appear-
ance in the All-Ireland senior
final and Tipperary's National
Hurling League miatch with Cork
not played as arranged because
of Tipp’s. presence in the under-
71 final. In addition, club inter-
ests have conflicted with county
interests and vice versa until the
point has been reached when
very often one is absolutely in-
compatible with the other.

The reason, simply, is that the
G.AJA., —nunlike amy other sports

@ TO PAGE 24
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organisation in the world, major
or minor — operates two sports
at two levels concurrently. No
other body is responsible for two
different games as the G.A.A. is
for hurling and football. None
organises its playing seasom: from
one end to the other at two play-
ing levels as we do with counity
and dub compietition:.

This unigueness of the G.A.A.
automatically brings problems of
fixture-clashing and simultaneous
dual calls on players., But to

heap additionial competitions onto
the Tbasic «chlampionship -+ and
league, as the G.A.A. has domne
without anyone in ‘the worganisa-
tion being able to discover more
than 52 Sundays in a year, has
been almost swicidal as far as
streamlined running of the fix-
tures programme has been con-
cerned.

At the Galway Congress of
1970, when delegates accepted
with: enthusiasm the formation
of the All-Ireland club champion-
ships, not one delegate among

The full range
. of fine grass machinery

At Lenehans Countrywide we have a large selection of fine
grass machinery, for example —

Sod Cutter — self propelled 12" Sad Cutter allowing for varying

depth.

Greens-aire — removes cores of turf from the green at 2"
intervals and improves aeration and effectiveness of fertilisation.

The Bunton 36" rotary cutter which is highly manoeuverable
with a heavy duty engine capable of continuous all-day use.

Turfking . — 84" cylinder mower which effectively cuts large
areas and follows the contours of the ground without scalping.
Gang Mower and Gang Carriers. (trailed) for large areas of
grass maintenance. We have combinations of type and size for

every need.

Matador -— 24" self propelled cylinder mower for cutting up o

% an acre per hour.

Mastiff — 36" self propelled cylinder mower for cutting up to

% an acre per hour,

Hydraulic 5/7 — 11 or 15 ft, cylinder mower attached to an
agricultural tractor. Units are hydraulically driven and can be
raised or lowered by finger tip confrol, Fast, accurate cutting

up to 7 acres per hour.

Commergial 60 — 60" self propelled ride-on rotary mower for

large areas of rougher cutting.

Renothin — 20" pedestrian vertical cutter which effectively
removes thatch from greens and lawns,

BERESFORD STREET DUBLIN1
TELEPHONE 745841/ 746341 TELEX 4617
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the 300 asked where were the
Sundays to come from. The
answer, as we have seen, is that
these championships did away
with the twomonth December-
January complete close season as
we knew it up to a decade ago.
Now the best of the provincial
club championship matches are
played im the muck and mud
around Christmas. So competi-
tions supposed to bring glamour
and status, which the clubs had
lost to the intercounty compedti-
tions, have been an additional
burden on disgracefully over-
used plavers bedause they stretch
the season to a 12-month one anid
are played in such unabtractive
weather that they are Ilargely
ignored by the paying public.

In the early years of Sean
0O’Stochain’s general secretarty-
ship his annual report to Com-
gress was notable for vehemenit
pleading with the Association to
cry stop, emough: is enough. But
his pleas fell on sudh deat ears
that he soon gave up the demand
for a reduction in competitions.

Now the Activities Committee
tell us: “in order to ensure a
dependable Fixtures Plan, the
Association must come to grips
with the factors that do not allow
the Activities Committee to pro-
duce a Fixtures Programme.”

Disappointingly ithe Cenitral
Council once again ignored the
plea, especially the one to aban-
don fthe excessively disruptive
under-21 championships. The
McNamee Commission made the
same case with great force, but
their recommenldation was one ot
the few not acceptable. There-
fore seven years later we have
their argument borne out time
and again by the necessary stag-
ing of the provincial under-2]
championships almost completely
on mid-week evenings so that the
players of this grade will be
available to play senior or minor
on the Sundays.

Nio other grade ever affected
so many others, certaimly not the
junior or intermediate because



immediately a player from these
ranks ‘appeared on the senior
telam he was no longer eligible
for junior or intermediate. Amnd
since it is the same top counfies,
in most years since the 1964
introduction of under-21, that
reach the last four in sensor,
minor and munder-21 the [last-
named grade has daused much
more trouble thian it has been
worth. It brought more medals,
but a lot more football in each
year, to Kerry, Dublin, Mayo and
Cork and Kildare but it did
nothing for, say, Wicklow, Sligo,
Clare, Tipperary or Kilkenny in
football or Limerick, Laois, Ros-
commbon and others in hurling.

The strongest case against the
under-21  'championships  was
made, not by commission or comi-
mittee, but by Cork’s brilliant
young midfielder Tom Cashman
in an imterview with Donal Car-
roll of the “Irish Independent”
last August. He was looking for-
ward to his birthday on August
28, he said, not because it was in
the week preceding the All-
Ireland hurling final, but because
it was the day he was no longer
eligible to play under-21 hurling
and football How ocan we con-
tinue to be so insensitive to our
amateur players that we lmpose
burdens that leave them sick anid
tired of football and hurling, for
club and county, at the age of 20.

Time, then, surely to shout
“emough” and maybe Congress
will have seen the light by next
Miarch.

Obviously the dates for the All-
Ireland senior and minor finals
will be debated by Congress at
length, Let’s hope they do not
display the same inconsistency as
the Central Council who rejected
the last Sunday of August for the
hurling final, but accepted the
third Sunday of September for
the football —or, could it be that
the hurling people are far miore
hide-bound by ftradition than
football folk. Whatever the
reason Congress can hardly do
likewise, If the hurling does not
come forward it is unlikely the
football will either. Having the

two finals only two weeks apart
wiould plose a very grave problem
in years when the hurling final
needed a replay.

Hopefully Congress will unamni-
moously accept the return of
scoring averages to the Niational
Leagues as a means of deciding
the top of the table positions, at

least. The delegates would never
again want a repeat of last Feb-
ruary when five teams finished
the hurling league level. All
seven in Division 1A would have
wound-up with equal points if
Tipperary had scored just one
more point against Clare om
October 30, 1977.

Mariley Tiles and Besser Bricks
-when quality comes first.

CPI Besser Bricks and Marley Roof Tiles
set the standards by which other
bricks and tiles are judged. For quality.

Durability. And appearance.
Why settle for anything less ¢ lj

DUBLIN: Concrete Products of Ireland Ltd.,
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Lucan, Co. Dublin. Tel.: 280691.
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INSULATE NOW...
heat saved is -

details, or write to Domestic Section, Electricity Supply Board,

Call to your nearest E.S.B. Shop/Advisory Centre for further I
Lr. Fitzwilliam St., Dublin 2. l

Please send me literature on home insulation. '

B i i G R R b s s s

Address
Support the National Campaign to Conserve Energy.




Don’t write off

Leinster

hurling just yet

By MOONDHARRIG

HAT has happened to Leinster hurling, people kept asking me

in the weeks before (Christmas. By that, of course, they really
meant what had happened primarily to the two counties that were, up
to very recently, among ithe king-pins of the game, Kilkenny and
Wexford. There they were, both of them, @ month before Christmas,
languishing with Waterford on the bottom rung of the Division T A
League ladder with relegation staring both of them in the flace. This
was ‘an unexpected position for two co unties who earlier in the year

had shown s¢ much promise,

After all, Kilkenny, despite
having to find replacemenits for
so many of the men whose ex-
ploits earlier in the decade had
led to them being declared the
‘Team of the 'Seventies’, reached
the National League final in the
Spring, and the All-Ireland final
on the first Sunday in September.
What is more, they were not all
thiat far behind Clare in the
League dedider and were giood
enough to make Cork fight very
hard indeed before the Leesiders
succeeded in retaining their All-
Ireland criowm,

Indeed, for Kilkenny, after
thiat All-Ireland final, the pros-
pects looked bright. Their young
defenders (all but Fan Larkin
of the six backmen were under
25), were more thian priomising
and if there were some among
the forwards far from their first
youth, still it looked as though
they would, at the least, be ade-
quate to the League tasks ahead.

But it was not to be. Things
began to go sour, First Liam
‘Chunky’ O’Brien decided to quit
the interdcounty scene af Jeast
temporarily. His dub-miates Mick
Crotty and Brian Cody followed

him to the sidelines, Crotty be-
cause he, like O’Brien, has had
enough for the time being of the
inter-county scene, while Cody,
after miaking wvaliant efforts to
oblige the selectors, who strove
to turnt him into a florward,
deccided that if he could not earn
a place in the defenice he, too,
was not interested in inter-
county fare. To add further com-
plications, because of local dham-
pionship delays and replays,
players from the Johnstown
Fenians, James Stephens and St.
Patricks Ballyragget were nof
aviailable for several of the
earlier League games.

But the orowning blow was a
double one. Sinde the chamipion-
ship the very young left wing
deffenders, Dick O'Hara firom
Thomiastown gnd the Shamroicks’
Richie Reid friom Kiltoran have
both, been fairly seriously In-
jured in car accidents and have
not alone beeny missing when
their services were most needed
but may miot be back in action
even in time for their county’s
miost vital League game of ali,
against Wexford at Nowlan Park
in early February.
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® Two Kilkenny ‘greats’, on left

‘Fan’ Larkin still playing as well

as ever and Pat Henderson now
retired.

Yet Kilkenny's plight is far
from being as bad as 1t seems.
Even though they have never
been able to field the team they
would like to have on duty in
any League game to date, two
of thiose matiches were lost by a
single point, so that two luckier
pucks of the ball could have had
them wjp among the League lead-
ers instead of struggling to avoid
the drop.

The county still has a world
of talented young hurlers coming
up from Under 21, minor, and
evenr under-16 and under-14
ranks. So the longiterm future
looks bright. But, even without
waiting uniil then, Kilkenny can
be a very formidable prioposition
if they dan muster all the forices
at present available.

The Noresiders may have to
suffer demotion to Division One
B. Yet, even if this happens, Kil-

@® TO PAGE 29
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Why
leave it
to others?

Everyday
there are both
emergency and
routine cases
requiring blood
transfusions
in hospitals
throughout the
country. To cater
adequately for this
demand 2,600 blood donations are required
overall, each week. If you are between
18 and 65, and in good general health, you
can give a blood donation.

GIVING FOR LIVING

when more than just the thought counts

Pelican House  Monday 3.30 am-8.30 pm
Clinic Times Tuesday 9,30 am-8.30 pm
Wednesday  9.30 am-4.30 pm
Thursday 9.30 am-4.30 pm
Friday 9,30 am-4.,30 pm

Including lunchtime,

Cork Centre Tuesdays: 12.00 noon-3.00 pm

Clinic Times including lunchtime
Thursdays 3.00-8.00 pm
Fridays 10.00-12,30 pm

The Blood Transiusion Service Board

Pelican House, Cork Centre,
94 Lr. Leeson Street, Dublin 2.

Phone (N1) 766981 Phone (021) 51228

IRISH . . . BUY IRISH . . . SELL IRISH . . . BUY

SAVE IRISH JOBS

Your job and the jobs of members of
your family depend on what you buy
in the shops. Think before you
buy—and buy Irish. Your decision

Is crucial.

21 Leitrim Street, Cork, !

Irish Transport and General
Workers’ Union

IRISH ... BUY IRISH . . . SELL IRISH . . BUY

Ever
Ready

Batteries

for
longer

life

B B
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kenny could be well capable of
vaking a leaf out of Cork’s book
and coming back after demiotion
in the Spring to win the All-
Ireland title in the Awutumn.
Indeed, nio matter what happens
them in the League, I would
exipect Kilkenny to be a cham-
pionship force.

The position mlay well be moore
difficult for Wexford, who, for
some inexplicable reason just do
not seem to have the same
strength doming up. How long 1s
it, for instance, since Wexford
has been seen to the fore in
under-21 minor or [(Colleges
ranks? Willie Mumrphy, Christy
Keogh, the Diorlans, Mick Jadob,
Teddy O’'Connor and John Quig-
ley have been around for a long
time now. All of them continue
to give their county tremendous
service, and indeed it is obvious
that, if Mick Jacob and Colm
Doran had niot been missing
through injury since the League
campaign began, Wexflord would
not be sharing the bottom of the
League table with Kilkenny. But
what must be worrying the Wex-
ford mentors is, where are the
replacementls going Ho come
frriom?

The Wialshes, Rowsomes and
Houlihanes gare priomising, and
Johnny Murphy fand Martin
Casey are well up to standard,
but they are still flar short of
greatness, and it is significant
that, nowadays, if Ned Buggy is
ourbed, Wexfford have wvery little
piower florward.

Beffore a League game in
November, I watiched the closing
stages of the Wexford minor
hurling final at Bellefield in
Enmiscorthy. There whas little
promise for the future on that
field, so Wexfiorld hurling men-
tors, if looking to the future,
would need to intensify their
efforts to improve the standard
amiongst the youmgsters.

Tn fadt, there seems tio be

LAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAANAAAYAAAARAAAAAAAAAAYWY

COISTE NA GAEILGE

HE G.A.A. has always been

to the forefront in promoting
the Irish language. This valuable
work is to get a further em-
phasis in the year ahead.

Coiste na Gaeilge was set up
by the Central Council as a re-
sult of @ motion passed at the
1976 Congress. Subsequently, the
Coiste decided that '‘Oifigeach na
Gaeilge should \be appointed in
each county, and the 1978 Con-
gress passed la motion ¥o that
effect.

AVVATAAAATAAAAALA AL AL LVAAAAAAAAAALLVAAANY

Steps have been under way in
the meantime to implement this
decision. The Oifigeach na
Gacilge will be a full member
of the County Board, and ideally
will be an energetic person with
fluent Irish, and also sincere
about the revival of the lang-

Not only that,
understand the

but ‘he will
bilingual ap-
proach, and will have the ability
to motivate people. |
The officer will promote the
language throughout the Gaelic
:

Athletic Association., He will
help the County Board by assist-
ing Clubs, advising officers of
the County Board, motivating
schools and colleges by sup-
porting each and every unit of
the Association in the use and
promotion of ithe language.

Con Murphy, President of the
G.A.A., speaking about ithe De-
velopment Plan said:

“The committed officers and
workers in the counties have the
power and ithe structure to im-
plement this scheme, which 1is

fundamental to the whole moti-
vation of the cultural heritage
and tradition of the Association”,

greater enthusiasm about the
future of the football side than
there is for the hurlers especi-
ally at under-sage level. And
these Wexford footballers have
been doing very well indeed in
their sedtion of the National
League. But while people talk
about the dedine of Wexford
and Kilkenny, they seem to have
been turning a blind eye to hurl-
ing elsewhere in Leinster. After
all, there is Offaly, all but cer-
tain of a place in at least the
quarter-finals, and that acdhieved
with a very young side.
Remember thiat the only two
very experienced players niow omn
the team are former All-Star
goalkeeper Damien Martin and
former defender Paraic Horan
whio has been making a new
name for himself at full-forward.
Offaly, too, could be a force in
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the coming championship, and
there is yet another Leinster
hurling side thiat has been show-
ing some cdonsiderable improve-
ment, and that is Dublin.

In recent years these Dublin
hurlers have been sO oOver-
shadowed by the glory and
achieverments of their footballers
thiat they were almost forgotten.
But they have been dhimbing
steadily up the League table,
they are young, they will im-
prove with experience, and with
a little greater steadiness in
defence, they have the potential
to shock some flar more fancied
feams.

So don’t write off Leinster just
yet. There is plenty of hurling
talent in the Easterm province,
and I have a feeling that wiill
be proved before the 1979 cam-
paigns come (to @ conclusion.
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Flora is made with pure suntlower oil.

Flora is higher in polyunsaturated fat
than any other spread.

Flora contains no animal fats.

FLORA.

GOOD TASTE THAT MAKES GOOD SENSE.




1978 HANDBALL
TITLE-WINNERS

ALL-IRELAND CHAMPIONS
60 x 30 Grade

Coca-Cola Singles

Winner
R. Lyng (Wextiord)

Coca-Cola Doubles D. & J. Kirby (Clare)

S.H.S.
S.H.D,

JS.S.
JIS.D.

J.H.S.
J/H.D.

M.SJS.
MS.D.

M.H.S.
M.H.D.

U. 21s
U. 21d

Nowvice S.
Novice D.

S.S.
SD.

T4l

M.S.
M.D.

N.S.
N.D.

Over 50 S.
Over 50 D.

C. Winders (Kildare)
P. McGarry and

J. Bennis (Limerick)
G. Scully (Galway)
N. O’Brien & T.
Morrissey (Tipp.)

C. Quinn (Mayo)

E. Rabbitte &

G. Scully (Galway)
T. Ryan (Tipperary)
J. & M. McGovern
(Meath)

T. Rvan (Tipp.)

T. Ryan & W.
O’'Donmnell (Tipp)

T. Quish (Limerick)
P. Clery & J.
Fleming (Wexford)
T. Quish & F.

T. Quish (Limerick)
0’Toole (Limerick)

40 x 20 Grade

Winner

P. Kirby (Clare)

P. & M., Kirby
(Clare)

B. O’Brien & M.
Aherne (Kerry)

T. Ryan (Tipp.)

T. Ryan & M,
Dwyer (Tipmn.)

J.. Doyle (Wexford)
L. Swian & J. Doyle
(Wexford)

M. Wialsh (Miavo)
M. Walsh & N. Daly
(Mayo)

Inter-Provincial

Winner
Munster

Gael-Linn
Winner
60 x 30 Grade

Runner-Up

J. O'Brien (Roscominon )
P. Reilly & O. Harrold
(Kilkenny )

P. MicGarry (Limerick

C. Winders and G. Lawlor
(Kildare)

J. B. Molloy (Meath)

P. Lennon & T. Doyle
(Wextord)

J. Byrne (Dublin)

I.. Sherwin & G,
O’Shaughnessy (Westmeath)
J. MicGovern (Meath)

T. Ryan & J. MicCarfthy
(Tipperary )

J. McGovern (Meath)

M. Dowling & V. MicDonnell
(Kildare )

F. Carroll (Meath)

T. & N. Ryan

(Tipperary )

J. Rossiter (Carlow)

R. Doyle & R.

Willoughby (Wicklow).

Runner-up

S. Buggy & J. Goggins
(Wexford)

J. Molloy & F. Carroll

( Meath)

J. McGovern (Meath)

J. & M, McGovern
(Meath)

T. Quish (Limerick)

J. O’Conmor & J. P. Leen
(Kerry)

T. McDonald (Wicklow)
V Sherlock & N. O'Reilly
(Ca'vian)

Runner-up
[einster

Runner-up

R. Lyng (Wexford) P. Reilly (Kilkenny)

40 x 20 Grade

P. Kirby (Clare) 127

MicGee (Mayo)
ol
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Recipe for
fithess (2) :

FO#R the second Iin our series
of health giving recipes we
feature that old Irish fawvourifte

A

POTATO 'CAKES
The gradings are as follows:—

(1) Cholesterol content nil to
very low, this recipe may be used
as often as liked.

(2) ICholesterol content low to
medium, this recipe should be
used in moderation.

(3) Chiolesterol content
medium, if you are advised to
keep to a very low cholesterol
diet, these recipes should only
be used occasionally.

2 oz (50g) Flora, 2 oz (50g)
plain flour, L level teaspoon (¥ x 5
ml spoon) wsalt, wieved together,

5 b

mashed.

(200g) potato, cooked,

1 oz (15g) Flora, 2 oz (50g)
cooked ham, lean, chopped, 1 small
onion, peeled and chopped fried
togerher.

] teaspoon (I x 5 ml spoon)
mixed herbs.

Flora, for frying.

With a fork mix Flora and
flour together. Stir in remaining
ingredients, Turn mixture on to a
lightly-floured surface, and roll
out to 1 inch (2.5 e¢m) thickness.
Cut into 8 rounds using a 215-in1ch
(7.5 om) plain cutter. Meilt a little
Flora in frving pan and fry potato
cakes on both sides until golden
brown. Drain and keep warm,

Makes 8 potato cakes. (2)
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Get your FREE booklet ““Secure Ways to Save”’
from the National Savings Committee, St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2.

AVONMORE
IN ORBIT!

/ Midfielder “Paddy the Boot” knew that
3 Avanmore was 100% pure honey,

that it was the energy food of ™ i

champions . . . and he wanpted the SRR T—

world to know. So with an almighty ==

Avonmore Honey Labels stuck

n onit! Up, up, up it went, Today B8

Y it is regularly sighted by tracking | L

stations as it orbits the earth, 1y v 5 :

: 1002PURE Fi

Keep an eye out for the Avonmore S SRR iz ff
Honey Label , . , when you shop! i |l

"HONEY |

the champion maker



THE beginning of another
New Year is always a good
time to think about saving. And
there has never been a better
time for savers. Inflation has
come down to single figures and
interest rates are high.

In this article I will outline
some of the State savings
schemes which are available. For
more detailed information about
these schemes please write to the
National Savings Committee, 72
St. Stephew's Green, Dublin 2
for the free booklet “Secure
Ways to Save’.

The Post Office interest rate
was recently increased to 75%.
There is no charge for handling
vour account and you are Sup-
plied with a Post Office Savings
Book with which you can easily
keep track as your savings rise.
There are 1,400 Post Office Sav-
ings Banks throughout the
country. A big advantage is the
convenient opening hours which
even include Saturday mornings.
Up to £30 may be withdrawn
daily and any amount by return
of post. The first £70 of interest
is tax free (£140 in the case of
a husband and wife). One in four
people in Ireland hold an active
Post Office account and over
£220 million is on deposit.

Index-Linked National Instal-

ment-Saving
This is an excellent way of

SAVING MAKES S

saving by (fixed monthly instal-
ments. You agree to save be-
tween £1 and £50 every month
for 12 months. You then leave
the amount on deposit for two
vears when a tax-free bonus of
30% may be paid.

If yvou wish, you may of course
leave your money on deposit for
longer than this. If you do you
are guaranteed the following re-
urns.

40% after 3 years
509% after 4 years
709 after 5 years

Prospectuses and application
forms for this scheme may be
obtained at Post Offices, Trustee
Savings Banks or direct from
the National Instalment-Saving
Section, Depdartment of Posts
and Telegraphs, College House,
Townsend St., Dublin 2.

Index-Linked Savings Bonds

This is another Index-Linked
Scheme especially for those aged
65 or over. The Bonds cost £10
each and should be held for at
least one year. Savers are guar-
anteed a minimum tax-free re-
turn of 8% after one year, 16%
after two years and 25% after
three years.

Both of these schemes are
Index-Linked which means that
if inflation as measured by the
Consumer Price Index is higher
than these minimuwm guaranteed
returns then savers receive the

NG .
v Ly, EF

1AV

irman, Na ings Co
'n._..r""'?.r_‘l
higher e
Saving Cej may be

bought for as little as a pound
and up to £7,500 worth may be
purchdsed, The current (9th)
issue vields 8%1% per annum
avieraged lover five years. In-
terest is tax-free. Savings Cer-
tificates may be bought through
Post Offices, banks and stock-
brokers.

The Prize Bond fund is on the
up and up. Over 400 prizes are
won every month including
£50,000, £25,000 and hundreds of
others from £10,000 to £100.
Prize Bonds cost £5 each and
may be bought through Post
Offices, banks and stockbrokers,
Investment Bonds cost £10
each and pay 7%+% per annum.
There is no limit to the number
which may be purchased. The
average holding is £1,000. These
also may be purchased through
Post Offices, banks and stock-
brokers.
gavings [Stamps

Specially designed for small
savers, particularly young people.
Free booklets are supplied into
which the stamps are put. Sav-
ings Stamps are available at
Post Offices and cost 5p and 10p.
For adults who wish to save
towards the cost of a television
licence a special booklet is avail-
able. Postage stamps (value 50p)
can be fixed to the booklet.

= »
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BORD IASCAIGH MHARA/IRISH SEA FISHERIES BOARD
The objects of the Board are to improve and develop the Irish sea fishing industry.
The Board’s services incorporate financial assistance to investors in fishing vessels, development
The Boatbuilding Division of the Board engages in boatbuilding and the repair
ﬂfl‘ies{z:ls Dlrl‘l allargel scalel at its yards in Killybegs, Baltimore and Dingle. Telex 4166

activities in the expansion of home and overseas markets, advisory and educational services
Hume House, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4. Tel 683956.

for fishermen and resource development in relation to new fishery projects. Grant and loan
facilities for shore-based industries are available from other Government agencies but the Board

acts as a clearing house in the formulation of such projects.

It also promotes investment from home and overseas sources aimed at keeping investment at

sea and ashore apace with marketing opportunities.
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REPRESENTATIVE
FOOTBALL

Results
Summary

October 29: Cork: Kerry 3-9;

Austrialia 0-16.

ALL-IRELAND

CHAMPIONSHIP ravel: Antrim 3.9:

U-21 Hurling Final Replay:
Oictober 29: Limenick: Galway

3-15; Tipperary 2-8. ® TO PAGE 40

NATIONAL HURLING LEAGUE

October 29: Birr; Offaly 3-10;
Kilkenny 2-6. Waterford: Wex-
ford 4-12; Wiaterflord 2-12. Glen-
Dublin  4-5.
Cork: Cork 0-18: Kildare 1-8. Car-
low: Carlow 4-6; TLaois 1-10.

Forthe man of pro fperty
and the woman of taste

its got to be...

Crown, Bhful Crown!

CROWN GLOSS
with polyurethane for hard
long lasting protection

CROWN EMULSION
for a beautiful matt finish

CROWN PLUS TWO
SILK FINISH VINYL EMULSION

Just wipe it over to keep
its perfect colours fresh
and clean

Manufactured ana marketed by The Walpamur Co. (Ireland) Ltd., Cardiff Lane, Dublin 2.
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* "BRIGHTER ¥
x HOMES

I'T"S home decorating time

again and a visit to your local
paint and wallpaper shop should
prove most worthwhile. The ex-
perienced advice that they ocan
offer can save the once a year
do-it-yourself mian time, trouble
and, above all, money.

Ask them to show you their
range wof ‘Walpamur products.
Wallpamur  who  manufacture
Crown rpaints in Ireland have a
paint for every eventuality and
indlude such familiar top selling
limes as Crown Plus Two Polyu-
rethane Gloss, Crown Plus Two
Vinyl Emulsion — Miaitt and Silk
Finish, Crown Gloss, and more re-
cently Crown Stronghold for Ex-
terior Surfaces.

Criown Stronghold is a durable
weather and mould resishtant

pamnt reinforced with particles of

pulverised rock aggregate to for-
tify walls against elements, and
can be applied by brush, roller or
suitable sprayer and may be
thinned with water as required.
Tt 1s touch dry in one or two
hours.

The range covered by Kildare
'Wallpapers 1s as varied as the
countries it exports to and covers
Wiashable wallpapers, Embossed
Duplex (twp sheets laminated),
Vinyl walllcovering, and the latest
addition to the range is Flexogra-
phically printed wallpaper. The
new range 1s now available from
leading retailers throughout the
counftry.

‘A customer advisory service has
been introduced by the Kildare
Co. 1n the recentt past to assist cus-
tomers in selecting a wallcover-
ing to suit their needs. Details of
this service can be obtained at
your local wallpaper shop or by
writing directly to the manuflac-
turers,
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IT is always encouriaging to find
the minnows of sport making
the headlines hence our kudos
this month must go to the Wick-
low Handball Team who miade
history recenily by winning the
Niational League Div I title for
the first time. They thus took
home the prestigious Willie Lyng
Trophy, which wias donated by
the Lyng Family to commemorate
a very able player, who prior to
his death at an early age had
represented Wexflord with dis-
tinction on many occasions.

Indeed, it is interesting to note
that Wicklow’s game against
Wexford, who were the holders,
was the key to the destination of
the tiltle.

They met in the opening round
and yielded an epic that was
productive of the very best skills
in handball. In the final analysis,
Wicklow had twio aces to spare
and thus achieved @ victory,
bred frem dedication and hard
triaining.

It is mo secret that the Wicklow
boys had set their sights on the
Niational League Title long be-
fore it started and had geared
their training accdordingly.

The only other success for
Wiicklow in Team Competition
was in 1973 when the County
beat Kildare in the Division 2
Final. Joe Clery, Paddy Lee and
Dick Doyle who figured on that
team were also stars in the
latest success, thiough they had
able allies in Robert Willoughby,
Michael Dwyer and Liam Barnes.

Another noltable victory, this
time in the domiain of women’s
handball was achieved guite re-
cently by the Oldtown Club who
woon the
championship for the fifth time
in its six years existence.

All-Ireland Inter-Club

By SEAN CLERKIN

Thiat aside, I am disappointed
however, that if one accepts this
Championship as a yardstick,
then the future for women’s hand-
iblall is noft so bright. |

Not alone was the number of
entries down on other years but
the standard of play was also
below par.

The meed for action is recog-
nised by Ann Flynn, the Presi-
dent of the Wiomen's Handball
Council who, recently, made a
dramatic call to all clubs to make
a renewed and determined effort
towards a revival of interest in
the wiomen’s code.

Geraldine Hall, the young
Oldtown player who played Rose-
mary Christofari in an inter-
national game in the USA some
months back was somewhat dis-
appointed with the promotion of
the game for girls there.

Unlike the situation in this
country, there is no organised
hanldball for girls in the States.

This is rather a pity and would
appear to rule out internation-
alism for women, at least i the
immediate future.

An interesting and worthwhile
development for young players
in recent times was the introduc-
tion of a skills award scheme.

The initial concentration is on
players in the under-14 age group
and the purpose of the scheme 1S
to improve the general standard
of play.

The tests which are being con-
ducted by dlubs through the
country are directed towards ten
basic aspects of the game.

These consist of the underhand,
overhand, sidearm passing, fly,
kill, off hand and backwall shots,
the striaight serve and the rally.

When a student passes five of
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the tests he gualifies for a nicely
designed badge with an inset
emblem of a handball player and
on passing the remaining five
tests he will be awarded a similar
badge in a gold setting.

AN GUM
/ /, /
Do Dheagoir:
EALU ON
gCAISLEAN 80p
Ciiodna Cussen
Scéal é seo as 6ige Aodha Rua
Ui Dhomhnaill, ag insintconas
a gabhadh é agus a cuireadh
i bpriosun é i gCaislean Bhaile
Atha Cliath agus conas ar
dirigh leis éalu agus a cheantair
dhuchais a bhaint amach.
Bunaithe ar Bheatha Aodha
Ruaidh Ui Dhomhnaill le
Lughbhaidh O Cléirigh.
ME FEIN
AGUS SiLE
Siobhan Ni Shuilleabhain
Scéal meidhreach, aerach €
seo i dtaobh beirt deirfitr ata
ina giconai in arasan i mBaile
Atha Cliath, duine acu ina
Stat seirbhiseach agus an
duine eile ag déanamh staideéir
sa 'Cholaiste Ealaine.
ATLAS A DO DO
SCOILEANNA NA
hEIREANN
An Roinn Qideachais
T4 an t-atlas thuasluaite ar
fail anois. Is leagan 'Gaeilge €
de ‘Second Atlas for Irish
Schools, New Revised Edition’
a d’fhoilsigh. Comhilacht
Oideachais na hEireanmn.
Meastar go mbeidh an-éileamh
ar an atlas i scoileanna ina
muintear Tireolajocht no aon
ghné de, trii Ghaeilge. Dar
ndéigh bheadh sé an-aisiuil
freisin mar leabhar thagartha
do dhaoine agus do
dhreamanna a dhéanann a
gcuid oibre tri Ghaeilge.
Le ceannach O
OIFIG DIiOLTA
FOILSEACHAIN RIALTAIS
An Stuara, Baile Atha Cliath 1
né tri aon dioltoir leabhar:,

90p

£1.14
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\ GILT EDGE Ties in 100%
. Polyester to suit every
occasion.

GILT EDGE Knitwear and
Casual Shirts available
from all leading
outfitters.

AND FAMOUS

GROGAN BROTHERS
29 Montpelier Hill, Dublin 7 SLACKS

IN EVER-PRESS FABRICS
Telephone 771018

THE CLARENCE HOTEL

[P e L Wellington Quay, Dublin 2. Tel. 776178
™ . The Clarence has a well-deserved reputation for
4 serving the finest steaks in Dublin. It's equally
= et o celebrated for its pleasant atmosphere, and friendly,
AR - personal service. The Clarence prides itself on
Wi maintaining its tradition for excellent food, superbly
E‘ 1 [ﬂ / served, and also takes pleasure in preserving the
HE Cz LA special intimacy of its bars and lounges.
s ARENCE' | The Clarence provides businessmen with the best
of everything in a convivial atmosphere.

TWO GREAT HOTELS, RIGHT IN THE CENTRE OF THINGS
MWWWWWW

WYNNS HOTEL

Lr. Abbey St., Dublin 1. Tel. 745131

. Wynns Hotel has been modernised and improved
without sacrificing its unique atmosphere and charm.

The Grill Bar and Restaurant offer good food,
superbly cooked and served, from mid-day to mid-night

The traditional bars and lounges preserve their
atmosphere of friendly informality. It's the ideal
rendezvous in the city centre; Wynns Hotel in Abbey

Street.




T the start of 1978 the Cen-
tral Council of the Camogie
Association and its Fixtures Com-
mittee set out on what at first
glance seemed an over ambitious
effort to get all its inter-county
competitions finished before the
end of November, Especially
when vou remember that, in re-
cent years, the arrangement had
been, that the All-Ireland semi-
finals and final of the club cham-
pionship and the final of the
National League had been offl-
cially fixed for the Spring.

In fact the 1977 finals of those
competitions had been played in
March 1978, so it seemed a kind
of utopian dream to pack a whole
season into at the most eight
months,

How was it done? In the first
place by drawing up a fixture
list at the start of the year and
sticking rigidly to it.

This could only be done of
course with the willing co-oper-
ation of clubs, counties and pro-
vinces, and this was faithfully
given. In addition to its mormal
schedule, the Fixtures Committee
had to run off the Interprovincial
Championship for the first time
in two grades, senior and junior,
and this too was successfully
accomplished.

CAMOGIE AFFAIRS "

What was the secret of ithese
achievements? Firstly, as I have
said, a combination of advanced
planning, followed by willing co-
operation. Secondly, the decision
to run the National League righit
through the season in conjumnc-
tion with the championships, and
no problem was found in doing
so. Indeed, we had the pemark-
able situation that in 1978 itwo
National League finals, and two
All-Ireland «club finals were
played in the same year,

Thie wisdom of playing a maj-
ority of the WNational Lieague
games through the summer was
quickly obvious, the earlier
roundg proving a very valuable
training ground for the champion-
ship. In addition the wisdom of
allowing counties graded jumior
to play was proved by the im-
proved standards in such counties
as Down and Limerick.

Indeed, the greatest proof of
the success of the National
League is further proved by the
fact that three more counties will
be competing in the season ahead
—Derry, Monaghan and Wicklow,

1978 wias also a year that saw
a number of young players come
into the limelight, with a pro-
mise of even bebtter days ahead
for them in the future. Limlerick
had very promising starlets In

By
Agnes Hourigan

Bernadette O'Brien, Liz Hayes,
Helen Mulcaire, Pauline McCar-
thy and the O'Sullivan sisters,
while I was impressed by Cork’s
Claire Cronin = Eileen IK'av:anﬂglh,
Martha Kearmney, Betty Joyce and
Anne Delaney.

Clare had a rising star in Liz
Condron, Wexford produced
Deirdre and Fiona Cousins and
Tleresa Hobbs, while Dublin can
look forward to even better per-
formances in future from Mary
Mernagh, Edel Murphy and
Teresa McCann.

Kilkenny’s young entry, as in-
stanced by Margaret Farrell, Ann
Holden and Jo Dunne is very
promising too while Una Jordan
and Bridie Cunniffe look likely to
become very bright 'Galway stars.
Impressive young Down players
were Bernie Brown and Mary
McGrath, while I liked the pler-
formances of two Antrim mnew-
comers, Carol Blaney and Philo-
mena (Gillespie.

But both in <Colleges, and
junior intercounty ranks the
Rising Star of 1978 was surely
the very talented schoolgirl from
Loreto Coleraine, the Swatragh
Club and Derry’s junior All-lre-
land champions, Sarah Anne
Quinn. She played magnificently
in both the All-Ireland finals 1n
which she figured.

AUROFAC 20

—

the original sure cure for white scour

T. P. Whelehan, Son & Co. Ltd., Finglas, Dublin T1.
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BOOK REVIEW (1

MONG @an wunusually large

number wof publications on
Gaelic Games that are helping
to brighten the close-season no
end just now, two of the most
colourful and exciting undoubt-
edly are DUBLIN ’79 and CORK
79, the official publications of
their respective 'County Boards.

These Yearbooks are superbly
produced, maintaining the high
standard in this field that has
long since been set by GAELIC
SPORT Publications. They mirror
in interesting anld enjoyable style
campaigns that were something
special for both Dublin and Cork,
and are enhanced by striking
four colour covers,

Dublin did not, of course, keep
in step with Cork by winning
their third Alldlreland senior
championship in a row, but that
setback, and the county’s subse-
quent ftailure to get through to
the Kknockiout stages of the
National League has only served
to whet even greater interest in
the footballing Dubs.

Tony Hanahoe, in fact, makes
some very pertinent points in
this regard in a wide-ranging

1) by CHRIS COOGAN

DUBLIN, CORK ‘79

mterview with Editor Tommy
McQuaid. He talks, too, about
Michael Sheehy’s goal in the Ali-
Ireland final, of the close call
against Offaly in the Leinster
championship, amd asout Kevin
Moran’s hamstring injury on
final day.

Jimmy Gray, Chairman of the
Dublin County Board, gets the
book off on a “punchy” note with
some straight from the shoulder
comments on “some fringe or
general type sports columnists”
in a buoyant and conafident fore-
wiord.

Paddy [Downey analyses the
Sheehy final goal, assisted by a
sequence of eight stills from the
RTE wvideo recording of the final,
published alongside his article.

Famed Dublin defender Robbie
Kelleher deals with G.A.A. tours,
while the top-class panel of lead-
ing conbtributors also includes
Michael O Muircheartaigh, Pad-

raig Puirseal, Michael O'Hehir

and Mick Dunmne.

All in all excellent wvalue.

DUBLIN °'79. Official Publica-
tion of G.A.A. Duklin County
Board. Editor and Cover Design:

' Teachers’

IRISH
NATIONAL
TEACHERS’
ORGANISATION

LN.T.O.

The President and Central Executive
Committee of the Irish National
Organisation wish to
convey felicitations and best wishes
to members who participate in and
organise Gaelic games.

T e —
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Tommy McQuaid. Production by
Graetlc  sport Pubnications, 0
upper Diumceonara iovaa, ywubun,
9, Frice xl.

1'ne Cork Yearbook must surely
bDreak new ground nor pubpiica-
mons of tnis agature witn a special
letter from An Laciseach. wir.
Lynch extends congratwiamnons to
vne Cork hurlers tor tneir feag
in winning their third-in-a-row
All-Ireland final. He also has a
“well done’” for the taree teams
beaten in the course of the ocam-
paign and “especially to Clare
who entered tne fray in phe Mun-
ster final with such high hopes
only to have them dashed by
such a narrow margin’’.

The Cork book, whiﬂh Spot-
lights not one but two great
teams on its striking full colour
cover, 1S more local generaily in
content than its Dublin counter-
part, Practically all the comtrib-
utors are natives of the Leeside,
and there is a Umm[pu"ehefnswe
doverage of events there, ranging
from Bord na nOg to IIlrter firm
activities, from a review of the
history ﬂ-f SCIOR —the first Divi-
stonal final was in Mallow in
1969 —ito handball and camogie
affairs.

Jim O'Sullivan, of the Cork
Examiner, reviews a Year To
Rememjbm' Michael Ellard, also
of the Cork Examiner, has some
interesting comments on Cork
football, while Brian Barrett tells
of the strides being made to clear
the debt on Pairc Ui Chaoimh.

I like the centre-spread show-
img the senior and minor All-
Ireland title winning teams, and
among the other features are
very readable contributions friom
Eamonn Young, Tom Morrison
and Fr. Michael O’Brien.

In his foreword, Donal (O’Sul-
livan, QChairman of the County
Board, writes:

“This Year Book should prove
a worthwhile addition to the
growing library of G.A.A. pub-
lications in Cork.”

T could not agree more!

Edited by Tommy McQuaid,
with Paddy Downey in charge of
layout, the publication is a “steal”

at a £1.

CORK °79. Official publication
of the G.A.A, Cork County Board.
Produced by Gaelic Svort Pub-
lications, 80 Upper Drumcondra
Road, Dublin 9. Price £1.



BOOK REVIEW (2) by OWEN McCANN

THE EDDIE KEHER STORY

VEN in these days when any

item no mhatter how small,
appears to be very costly, a price
tag of £5 for the hard-backed
Mercier Press publication,
EDDIE KEHER’S HURLING
LIFE, by ULTAN MACKEN, is
somewhat on the dear side. But
it would be a real pity if that
puts anyone off buying this well
produced 146 page volume, for it
makes fascinating reading.

with the Kilkenny stylist haw-
ing been such a dynamic part of
the hurling scene for so long, the
author had rich material on which
to work. He tells us in his intro-
duction that the book “not only
looks at the hurling life of Eddie
Keher, but also examines the his-
tory of Kilkenny hurling and the
team of which Eddie Keher was
an important part”.

It is to the credit of the author,
who was born in Galway in 1943,
that he has achieved this in a
very enjoyable and informative
fashion.

Top matches and prominent
hurlers come into focus, and we
learn much as well about Eddie
Keher the mam rather than the
hurler. For instance, his mother
remembers that her son was
barely walking when he first took
a hurley in his hand.

We learn many other interesi-
ing facets about Eddie’s hurling
childhood, his vears at St
Kieran’s College, his early days
in the county colours as a minor
and a senior, and the story behind
his debut with Kilkenny in the
premier inter-county grade.

Would Limerick have beaten
Kilkenny in the 1973 Liam
McCarthy Cup summit 1f the
Noresiders had not been de-
prived of men of the calibre of
Jim  Treacy, Eddie Keher,
Flamonn: Mborrissey and Kieran
Purcell for a variety of reasons?

That is a question that has been
debated time and again since that
glory-day for the Shannonsiders,
and no doubt is one that will

cause mamy an argument as long
as hurling is played. To Eddie
Keher’s credit he does not shirk
taking a stand on this 1ssue,

The chance-snapper supreme
reveals as well that winning the
League is not really important for
Kilkenny hurling. He tells us that
the feeling in the county gener-
ally is that if the team does al-
right in the League, “fine”, but it
is not that imporitant, What is 1m-
portant is to win the All-Ireland.

Fddie Keher also tells of his
decision to retire, and to be in-
volved in the GJAJA. just as much
as is physically possible. He has
some advice as well for young-
gters sbtarting off in the game.

The book has a great deal more
to offer, There are some felling

observations from Fr. Tommy
Maher, the famed Kilkenny
coach, as well as enj oyable

quotes from newspaper reports of
the games that Keher played in.

There is an interesting centre-
spread of photographs that cover
many highlights in the career of
Keher, from his early days with
Inistioge school team to his wed-
ding day and action from some of
his many games.

The book is superbly produced
by Mercier Press Dublin and
Cork, and is set off in a striking
two colour dust cover.

Miake a point of buying a copy.
It will make enjoyable reading,
and is the type of book that one
can refer to again and again in
the years ahead for reference 1o
past happenings, and also as an
enjoyable way of reliving some of
hurling’s big momenlts since the
early ’sixties.

EDDIE KEHER'S HURLING
LIFE, A biogravhy of the famous
Kilkenny (hurler, by ULTAN
MACKEN. [Published by the
Mercier Press, Dublin and Cork.
Price £5.
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Results
Summary

@® FROM PAGE 34

Tralee: Westmeath 2-7; Kerry
0-4. Trim: Meath 3-3; Wicklow
1-9.

November 12: Enniscorthy:
Clare 3-11; Wextord 3-8. Kil-
kenny: Kilkenny 3-12: Waterford
4-7. Lamerick: Limerick 2-14;
Offaly 0-8. Rathdowney: Tipper-
ary 3-15; Laois 1-3. Croke Park:
Cork 4-11; Dublin 2-11. Athy:
Kildare 3-13; Carlow 4-8. Augh-
rim: Wicklow 2-5; Roscommion
1-8. Delvin: Westmeath 3-11:
Meath 2-7. Ballycran: Kerry 2-3;
Down 1-5.

November 19: Limerick; Lim-
erick 1-8; Kilkenny 0-10. Croke
Park: Dublin 2-11: Kildare 0-9.

November 26, Tulla: <Clare
0-10 Kilkenny 0-6. Birr: OQffaly
1-9; Galway 0-12, Dungarvan:

Waterford 4-10; Limeyick 3-3.
Cork: Cork 1-11; Antrim 0-10.
Carlow: Dublin 5-9; Carlow 0-4.
Thurles: Tipperary 5-11: Kildare
3-5.

December 10. Ballinasloe: Gal-
way 2-5: Limerick 0-11.

NATIONAL FOOTBALL
LEAGUE

October 29: Armagh: Armagh
8-14; Westmeath 1-5. Waterford:
Wicklow 2-10; Waterford 1-8.

November i Ballyhaunis;
Mayo 1-6; Tyrone 0-9. Casement
Park: Cawvan 2-12; Amtrim 2-7.
Newry: Down 1-8; Roscommion
0-9. Tralee: Kerry 7-8; Kildare
0-7. Galway: Galway 0-12: Cork
1-9. Croke Park: Duablin 3-15;
Liaois 0-11. Bellaghy: Derry 3-11;
Armagh 4-6. Drogheda: ILouth
I-6; Monaghan 0-8. Ballymahon:
Fermanagh 3-10; Longford 2-6.
Ballyshannon: Donegal 0-16: Leit-
rim 0-5. Navan: Offaly 3-11:
Meath 0-6. Doonbeg: Limerick
1-14; Clare 1-12., Carlow: Wexford

1-13; Carlow 2-8. Danesfort, Kil-
kenny: Wicklow 3-13; Kilkenny
0-7.

November 19: Croke Park:
Kildare 2-11; Dublin 0-6. Port-
labise: Galway 1-12; Laois 1-7.
Cavan: Cavan 1-13; Mayo 2-5.
Kiltoom: Roscommon 2-12; An-
trim 1-5. Newocastle: Down 1-7:
Tiyrone 1-7. Cork: Cork 3-10;
Kerry 2-5. Carrickmiacross: Mon-
aghan 2-15; Westmeath 1-6. Ar-
magh: Armagh 4-11; Louth 1-7.
Tullamwore:; Offaly 1-12; Clare
0-5. Carrick-on-Shannon: Sligo
0-17: Leitrim 1-6. Lisnaskea: Fer-
managh 0-12: Donegal 0-9. Ask-
eaton: Limerick 0-8; Tipperary
1-4.  Aughrim: Wicklow 1-12;
Wiaterford 2-6. New Rioss: Wex-
ford 5-12; Kilkenny 1-4.

November 26: Baltinglass:
Wexford 1-13; Wicklow 1-10.

December 3: Omlagh: Tyrone

3-3; Cavamn 1-4. Ballinrobe: Ros-
commion 1-9; Mayo 0-5. Casement

Park: Down 3-2: Antrim 1-7.
Newbridge: Cork 1-11: XKXildare
0-6. Tralee: Kerry 6-11: Laois

0-0, Tuam: Galway 0-5; Dublin
0-5. Cooley: Derry 1-9; Louth
0-8. Castletowngeoghegan: Ar-
magh 4-6; Westmeath 0-8. Bally-
bofey: Donegal 0-11;: Liongford
0-8. Tubbercurry: Fermanagh
1-11; Sligo 0-3. Kilrush: Meath
1-11; IClare 2-4. Templemore:
Offaly 2-10; Thipperary 1-7. Kil-
kenny: Carlow 6-4; Kilkenny 4-2.

December 10: Cork: Cork 2-10;
Dublin 0-5. Killarney: Kerry 2-6;
Galway 0-7. Danesfort, Kilkenny:
Wexford 6-17: Kilkenny 1-5.

CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS
Provincial (Finals

LEINSTER: Football: Novem-
ber 26: Croke Park: Walsh
Islanid, Offaly 2-9: St. Joseph’s,
Liaiois 3-5. Hurling: December 3:
Carlow: Shamrocks, Kilkenny
1-12; Crumlin, Dublin 1-6.

CONNACHT: Hurling: Decem-
ber 3: Athleague: Ardrahan,
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Galway 2-9; Tooreen, Mayo, 1-7.

Munster: Hurling: December
3: ICork: Blackrock, Cork 3-8
Newmarket-on-Fergus, Clare 1-8.

CAMOGIE

Gael-Limnn Cup finals: QOctober
29: Dublin: Senior: Leinster 4-9:
Connacht 2-2. Jundor: Munster
3-2; Ulster 2-1.

NATIONAL LEAGUE:

Final: November 12: Adare:
Kilkenny 2-4; Limerick 1-5.

CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP

All-Ireland semi-finals: Novem-
ber 5: Althenry: Buffer’'s Alley,
Wextord 2-6: Athenry 0-8. Ran-
dalstown: Ballyagran, [Limerick
4-3; Portglenone, Anfrim 2-5.

Final: November 19: Mona-
molin: Ballyagran, [Limerick 1-3;
Buffer's Alley, Wexford 0-1.

HANDBALL
Wational TLeague

‘November 5: Clonmel: Tipper-
ary bt Cork. Arklow: Wicklow bt
Kildare.

November 12: Cappagh: Lim-
erick bt Offaly. Cullen: Clare bt
Cork.

November 26: Final: Talbot’s
Inch: Wicklow (R. Willoughby,
R. Doyle, L. Barnes, M. Dwyer,
P. Lee, J. Clery) bt Limerick
(D. Flaherty, G. Martin, T. Quish,
F. O'Toole, P. McGarry, M.
Hogan) 106-86.

All-Ireland Club [Championships

Finals: November 19: Senior
60 x 30: Croke Park: Roscommion
(M. Walsh, D, Doolin, J. O’Brien,
B. Collerlan) bt Talbot’s Inch (O,
Harrold, A. Greene, C. Young,
B. Reade) 105-59.

Novice 60 x 30: Moneygall:
Baldonnell bt Limerick.

Novice 40 x 20: Moneygall:
Enniscorithy bt Capwell.



JONIOR DESK: DEVISED AND EDITED BY JACK MAHON
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TRST of all book
reviews,

Score — Official magazine of
pown G.A.A, The October issue
was, as usual, bright, breezy and
well produced. I liked the article
by Joy Williams (Head of Sport
B/B.C. North) and Sean Magor-
rian’s article on Vial Kane and as
usual  Feargal MicCormack’s
Junior Sscene.

Price 35p from Sean Magor-
rian, 2 Bay Road, Ballykinlar, Co.
Down. "

The Treaty Gael—Limerick’s
own Quarterly G.A.A. Magazine,
I received the last three 1ssues
of this at the game time. The lat-
ter two were launched as the
official programmes for the Lim-
erick Co. Senior Finals. Buy all
three for T0p from Sean
Murphy, Editor, Villa Maria,
Lower Park, Limerick.

A Decade of Galway Inter-
Firm G.A.A. is a very well pro-
duced official publication which
recalls many of the glories of
this very fine Galway Committee.
Printed on art paper and contain-
ing a host of good photos, it is a
great buy for 73p- (Cost 90p 1in-
cludes mpostage from Criostoir
Mac Gearailt, 20 Rockbarton
Park, Galway.)

The Armagh Camogie Story 18
a marvellous record of Camogie
and its sound state in that county.
The pictorial section 1s excellent.
This book is wortth getting and
costs £1. Copies can be had friom
P. J. Toner, 30 Niall’s Crescent,

Aimagh.

SOTIe

IN BRIEF

In passing I want to say how
impressed I am with the new
Skills Scheme introduced by
Coisde na nOg. Tell me how you
like it. Now that the Carrolls All
Star is no more I want to pay
tribute to their Public Relations

Manager, Pat Heneghan, for the
style he imposed on the ‘whole
idea from start to finish. The
Carrolls All Star Banguet was at
all times a manvellous night to
remember.

I want to pay tribute also to
the fine Gaelic Stadium pro-
gramme being presented every
Saturday by Mick Dunne.

It is good to see Colm Browne
a5 our Colour Cut-Out this month,
especially as Laois have been
going through such a bad patch
in senior football. But with play-
ers of the class of Colm Browne

they should soon get back into

the premier division of the

League.

John F. Lyons, Creggane, Bal-
linasloe, Co. Galway, praises
Séamus Aldridge for his handluiag
of the AllIreland Final (F.) and
criticises some of the Hill 16
crowd for throwing the smoke
momb onto Croke Park. John
feels Mikey Sheehy’s goal was
unfair “but it was Paddy Cullen’s
own fault because he was going
out to the referee when he should
have been in goal minding his
own business,” John praises
Mikey Sheehy for his quick
thinking and selects FPau die
Lynch as his favourite Kerry
player.

® ! find myself in agreement
with wmuch of your sentiments.
Mikey Sheehy’s opportunism and
great skill has to be admired but
as you say was it a fair goal? Gay
McManus scored ‘a similar goal on
the following Sunday in the Galway
S.F. final and it was rightly dis-
allowed. You win a Galway Bob-
cap. (J.M.)

Joe Tyner, Woodfield, Clon-
alkilty, Co. Cork, thinks the best
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players on the Cork hurling team
are Charlie McCarthy, Gerald
McCarthy, Tom Cashman and
John Horgan. His favourite foot-
ballers are Mikey Sheehy, Pat
Spillane amnd Eoin Liston.

@ [ saw Eoin Liston play his
first game for Kerry v. Offaly in
the 1977-78 N.F.L. in Tralee. Little
did 1 think then that he would
be a houshold name to-day. (J.M.)

John O'Donovan, Bohernamona
Rd., Thurles, Co. Tipperary, is d
Corkman living in Thurles and
wants to know where he can get
cassette recordings of all or any
of Cork’s recent All-Trelands.
John will pay for these.

@ Cassette
(J.M.)

fans please note.

Vincent Cronin, Durrus, Ban-
try, Co. Cork, writes for the first
time and seledts his All-Ireland
stars as Pat Spillane and Tim
Crowley and wiants a Cut-out of
Martin. Coleman, Vincemt is only
seven years old, and has been to
Pairc Ui Chaoimh already with
his Daddy. He 1s very proud of
Dedlan Barron from Bantry and
thinks very highly of John Hor-
gan, ‘“his hurler of the year’ .
Another player he admires 1s
Eoin Lastorn.

® You win a copy of Cork '79
for such a fine letter. (J].M.)

Declan Cronin, brother of Vin-
cent, thought the All-lreland F.
final “a bit dirty” and felt Eoin
Liston should have been man of
the match. His father was at the
hurling final and brought back a
lovely badge in the Cork colours
and the programme of the game.
Declan’s star was Tim Crowley.
Finally Declan wants a Cut-out

@ OVERLEAF
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of Ray Cummins.

James Jackman, 36 Ferrybank,
Arklow, Co. Wicklow, thinks
Kerry’'s fierce determination was
the match winner. His stars of
the game were Pat Spillane and
Kevin Moran. James pays a de-
served ftribute to the Evening
Herald for their 5 page special
supplement with team photos in
colour on the Fridav before the
game, “I was at Croker but was
disappointed afiter last year’s epic
semi-final. The atmosphere was
marvellous land the Mavo .
Dublin minor final thrilled the
big crowd with fast open foot-
ball.”

® ! enjoyed that Evening Herald
supplement no end and was able
to congratulate the Sports Editor
of that paper when I met him in
Independent House on the eve of
the final, (J.M.)

Pat Twomey, Currahy, Ballin-
geary, Co. Cork—*“Eoin Liston is
a great goal getter. I am now
filling my fourth scrapbook and
I want the August 76 “GAELIC
SPORT” where Jimmy Barry-
Murphy is a Cut-out. When did
you play for Galway and in whiat
position? My players of the year
are Mike Sheehy and Tom Cash-
man.”’

@ Centre half back was my fav-

ourite position and I played there
for Galway from '1955-1960 with
the exception of iwo or three
games. Send a P.O. for 40p to the
address at the end of Junior Desk
for the August 1976 Gaelic Sport
you require. (J.M.)
Josephine Rodgers, Fortunestown
House, Saggart, Co. Dublin—“My
Dad brings me and my brothers
to nearly all the Dublin matches.
I play in a girls’ football team
in Saggart. My favourite plavers
are Bobby Doyle @and Jimmy
Keaveney, I use a copy for a
scrapbook and keep it safely. Last
year Bobby Doyle, Jimmy Keav-
eney, Sean Dioherty and Kevin
Morlan came to Saggart with the
Sam Maguire Cup and I got their
autographs.”

@® Josephine your grand letter
wins you a copy of the Dublin
Year Book for 1979, (J.M.)

Harry Kavanagh, Kish Cottage,

Arklow, Co. Wicklow—“I went to
the Munster final this year on one
of two buses that travelled from
Arklow to Thurles. Tom Cashman
was brilliant and John Horgan’s
long distance frees marvellous.
As for CQ(lare, Séamus Durack
starred and Ger Loughnane was
wonderful. But the Leinster hur-
ling final was the game of the
year for skilful hurling and nail-
biting excitement and stars in
Fan Larkin, Dick O’Hara, Ger
Henderson, Joe Hennessy, Billy
Fitzpatnick, Christy Keogh, Ned
Buggy and Johnny Murphy.”

@ Yes the Leinster final was the
game I enjoyed best this year. Your
letter Harry wins you a copy of
the Our Games Annual just out.
(1.M.)

Edward O’'Brien, 15 Fairlawn
Park, Finglas, Dublin, 11, tells
me he has just got a big lot of
newspaper cuttings, photos, etc.,
from the period 1960-64, a lot
dealing with ’63 All Ireland Gal-
way v. Dublin. Edward is a mem-
ber of the Programme Collectors’
Club and wants the address of
Sam Melbourne. He is collecting
old G.A.A. scrapbooks for the
period 1950-'65.

@ Would some reader send on
Sam Melbourne’s address please.
(J.M.)

Peter Hoyne, Millview, Thomas-
town, Co. Kilkenny, tells about
the visit of Cork’s Martin Doherty
to his sichool Gormanston, last
year and of the recent visit of
past-pupil “Ogie” Moran and
some of his team-mates including
Eoin Liston with the Sam
Maguire Cup on the morning
after the final. “They had their
breakfast in Gormamnston.” Fin-
ally Peter pays great tribute to
“Fan” Liarkin.

@ It must have been a great thrill
to have the All-Ireland captain and
the Cup in your school the morning
after the big day. (J.M.)

Martin Carley, aged 11, 1 Glen-
view, Castlepollard, Co. West-
meath—“M. Sheehy’s goal was
the turning point in the F. final.
Séamus Aldridge should be
praised for an excellent job. My
star players were Jack 0’Shea,
Ger Power wand Pat Spillane.
Once again Mick Dunne did a
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great job on GAELIC STADIUM.
This is my best football team
since 1974: P. Cullen, G. O’Dris.
coll, J. O’Keeffe, G. O’Keeffe, T.
J. Gilmore, K. Moran, G. Power,
B. Mullins, J. Kiernan, J R
Murphy, T. Hanahoe, L. Sammon,
M. Sheehy, J. Keaveney, B.
Doyle.

® Mick Dunne gor deserved
prg.f,j‘e fm-m T[}H’l OJDE'H (fﬁﬁ‘h PJ"ESS
I'V. critic) for his All-Irveland F.
Gaelic Stadium. (J.M.)

Tony Doyle, Claremount, Clare-
castle, Co. (lare, wants a copy
of a book entitled “Hours of
Glory” by Arthur McGahon pub-
lished around 1958. It concerned
epic All-Ireland finals and had 2z
vivid account of the 1932 Clare
v. Kilkenny fimal.

® [ remember buying this book
but have mislaid it. Perhaps some
reader can help. (J.M.)

Sean Hickey, Dromahane, Mal-
low, Co. Cork was delighted
Kerry won the F. final and
thought the atmosphere at the
H. final brilliant. In Barry’s
Hotel (which is known to us Cork
supporters as the Cork hotel) we
had great fun together. “I agree
with C.IE. We are the best be-
haved fans in Ireland. It was 3-
in-a-row and there was no one
going round causing trouble.
Martin Dohertty was brilliant,
with Tim, Gerald, Moys’ and the
Bombshell helping courageously.
On our wav home in the train
missiles were thrown at the train
by some Dublin youths but we
didn’t fire back.”

@ That's the stuff Sean. You win
a copy of Cork °79. (Tell me who
are Moy's and the Bombshell? [
stayed in the Ashling the night be-
fore the H. final and it was all

Cork too. (J.M.)

Denis Sweeney, Meenaguish,
Letterbarrow P.0., Co. Donegal,
an avid collector of programmes
and G.A.A. books of any kind,
would love to buy old copies of
Carbery’s Annuals,

@ Carbery’'s Annual by the late
and great P. D. Mehigan was an
annual Christmas freat in  my
younger days. He had a lovely
s‘yle and was so obviously immer-



sed in his subject. Padhraic Puirseal
(Irish Press) resembles him in S0

many ways. (J.M.)

Christopher Cunningham, 16,
wingfield St., Gorse Hill, Stret-
ford, Manchester, England. Con-
gur-abuﬂs'altdnnﬁ to the victorous Gal-
way U-21 hurlers. Whiat a remark-
able year for Conniacht with Mayo
Minors (F.), HRoscommon U.21
(F.) St. Jarlath’s College, Tuam
(Colleges F.) and now Galway’s
U-21 H. success. What Conmlacht
needs now is the Sam Maguire
Cup and the Liam MoCarthy Cup
West of the Shannon. I had only
one reply to may last letter in
GAELIC SPORT (October) re
tapes 1 wianted. Thiat was from
Tom Gleeson in the U.S:A.

@ Yes we are very proud in the
West and look forward to the year

ahead in football and hurling. (J.M )

Sheila Harnett (Age 13),
Kilconlea, Abbeyfeale, Co. Lime-
rick who is a great follower of
the Dubs, wants a poster of this
year’s Dubs team. She is glads
they beat the Aussies after the 2
Kerry defeats. Sheila’s ideal
footballer “is amd always be”
Tony Hanahoe,

@ Now there Tony! A fold out
poster entitled “The Battle of the
Giants’ carrying a colour photo of
the Dubs can be had for 50p from
An Siopa |C.L.C.G., Pairc an Chroc-
aigh, Ath Cliath, 3. (J.M.)

Pat Treacy (Aged 11), Carrig
Mor, Church Rd., Ballybunion,
Co. Kerry. “This year 1 went to
my first All-Ireland. My miother
got me a Cusack Stand ticket.
When: my friend FEoin Liston
scored his first goal my mother
was under the Stand getting a
cup of tea. When she came baick
we spilt her tea and broke her
glasses! But when Eoin scored
the third goal we nearly invaded
the pitch., We met FEoin’s brother
Sean after the match and he was
overjoyed. My men of the miatch
were Jack O’Shea, Pat Spillane,
Sean Walsh, John O’Keefte, and
Foin Liston. What a thrill it was
when the Sam Maguire Cup came
to Ballybunion on the Wed. night
after the game. Our U-12 team
togged out in club colours and
we marched in fronit of the pipe

band. Ogie, Mick O’Dwyer and
Eoin gave great speeches. But
really Eoin Liston. bombed Dub-
lin. He trains our U-12 team
sometimes and we are in the
North Kerry final. The people of
Kerry are sure that Kerry will be
ipy the Final next year but please
God Jack if they are in the final
I hope their opponents will be
Galway. I will send you a picture
of myself, Ogie and Eoin with the
Sam Maguire.”’

@ [t's a long time Pat since 1
printed a letter in full But this
was such a genuine letter of county
pride and sheer adulation of Kerry
and Eoin Liston that it wins top
prize of a Kerry Scarf and Bob-cap.
And what a lovely idea it was to
have the U-12 teams lead the
parade. And in Ainrt Dé did ye
break your mother's glasses? (J.M.)

Liam Hickey, Ballincar, Dolla,
Nenagh, Co. Tipperary wanlts a
picture of Ray Cummins who 18
his favourite hurler and wants
him as a future Cut-out,

@® Ray is a great footballer oo
and the fact that he has concen-
trated so much on hurling in recent
years has been a big loss to Cork
football. (J'M.)

Paul Maher, Clashagad, Dun-
kerrin, Birr, Co. Offaly tells me
his club Moneygall were respor-
sible for the production of the
programme for the Tipperary
S H. semi final and that he him-
self was the top seller with 198.
He was also the youngest seller.
Paul is glad too to see Jim Guil-
foyle of Moneygall selected for
Tipperary. Paul’s (Al Treland
stars were Pat Spillane, Eoin Lis-
ton and Mike Sheehy in that
order. He is playing at corner
back for the Roscrea C.B.S. Rice
Cup team.

@ Selling programmes is great.
My own son Pearse aged 12 sells
them at dall the major Pearse Stad-
ium game in Salthill for the man
in  charge Michael Dolan. The
profits from this year Galway Co.
S H. Final programme (draw)
yielded almost £250 and went to the
Galway Coisde Iomana. (J.M.)

Teresa Byrne, Spynans, Kilte-
gan, Co. Wicklow is full of praise
for Michael O'Hehir who really
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makes a match so interesting and
puts so much life into it”.

@® Tecresa I agree in toto. I keep
repeating it. We will never have
another Michael O’'Hehir. When 1
was young 1 longed for the day
when I would meet him and better
still hoped he would be talking
about me if and when I ever
plaved for Galway. He means so
much to so many Irish men and
women. (J.M.)

Marie Boran, Lismorane, KoXx-
fﬂrd,_ Co. Mayo who writes 1n
glowing language of the All Ire-
land and of Kerry saying “they
had unlimited determination,
superhuman dedication and al-
ways driving them on that great
mountain of tradition”. She de-
scrfibes  the preliminiaries and
the most significant moment for
her “the playing of Amhran na
bhFiann, The T.V. camerias linger
over the faces of the players. The
utter determination on the faice
of Ger Power, Pat O’Neill calm
and quiet, Mikey Sheehy straight
as a rush the eyes lifted towards
the flag, it epitomised it all and
the look on his face convinced
me this was Kerry's day, By the
way 1 agree with your rating of
Mikey Sheehy as the best tfooft-
baller in Ireland. I never kmnew
Paudie but if he was better then
he was great”.

@ Yes Paudie was a great foot-
baller and a great sportsman. Like
Mikey he could almost make the
ball talk. Your letter wins you the
Our Games and the G.A.A Diary.
(J.M.)

Aidan Cloake, 52, Bayview
Ave., North Strand, Dublin 5 en-
dlosed the Wexford S.H. Final
programme edited by John Quig-
ley “I think he did a great job on
it” T joined the Programme Col-
lectors’ Club in Croke Park last
February and have got no reply
yﬂl.t,”.

@® Aidan you should have heard
from Croke Park by now and have
got a fine bundle of programmies.
Yes the Wexford programime Is @

fine effort. (1.M.)

Gerry Pender, Ballymorris
Upper, Aughrim, Arklow, Co.
Wicklow one of our oldest re-

@® OVERLEAF
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liables tells us he was at both
All-Ireland finals and says the
hurling highlightts were Tim
Crowley’s long range point and
Billy ‘Fitzpatrick’s great goal.
‘“Mike Sheehy’s goal was the turn-
ing point in the football final.
Eoiny Liston was my man of the
matich. What a second half Kevin
Morian had for Dublin.” Gerry
pays great tribute to Dublin and
feels their hedtic schedule since
1974 finally caught up with them
in ’78. He suggests Anton O’Toole
or Briapy Mullinsg as cemtre half
back for Dublin in °79.

@ Fine letter as usual Gerry.
You win a copy of Dublin ’79.

(J.M.)

John Leogue, (13) Ballina,
Geashill, Co. Offaly named
Kerry’s All-Ireland stars as Eomn
“3 goals”’ Liston, John Egan, Tim
Kennelly, Jacko Shea and Ger
Power with Kevin Moran, Dub-
lin’s lone star. “The minor finial
was better than the senior game
and Mavio deserve credit for their
fight back. Their stars were A.
Garvey, J. M™aughan and K.
O'Mialley while Dublin’s best
were P. Canavan, S, Fleming and
C. Griffin. J. Dennigian’s referee-
ing in the minor final was excel-
lent while Seamus Aldridge did
well too. The goal I liked best
was Eoin Liston’s second which
was excellemtly worked.”

@ Jimmy Dennigan was on the
G.A.A. Referee’s tour of the U.S.
with me in October. His interest in
refereeing is total. Indeed ithe same
can be said of all the referees on
tour. I'm glad vyou praised the
minors. (J.M.)

Donal Ring, Coolavokig, Lissa-
creasig, Macroom, Co. Cork
writes about his hurling final
stars Tim Criowley, J. B. Murphy,
Ger Henderson and Frank Cum
mins. Domnal woould have liked
more adtion replays on telly. He
wias disappiointed with the “Sum-
day Independent” for not bring-
ing back colour photos for the
occdasion but he pays tribute to
the “Cork Examiner” and the
“Corkmian”. Re the flolotball final
Domnlal asks what's a quick free
anid condemns the excessive crowid
reaction to Paddy Cullen and also
felt Kerry’s first goal was some-
thing of a fluke and he feels too
that the right two weren’t sent
off after the goalmouth incident.

‘Boin  Liston certainly had a
dream All-Treland but Pat Spil-
lane was my man of the match.
He was absolutely evervwhere
Kevin Moran was Dublin’s star.
In the minor game I liked Dub-
lin’s gesture of staying ON the
field for the presentation of the
Ciup. Finally Dublin will be back
and congrats to Mick Dunne on
a great Gaelic Stadium before
the F. final. The “Sunday Inde-
pendent” had some great car-
toons of the playeris”.

@ Its so hard to leave out any
of these wonderful letters. You win
a G.A.A. Diary Donal. (J.M.)

Michael Keane, Moyglass,
Loughrea, Co, Galway thinks Iggy
Clarke is the best hurler in Ire-
land. “Mattie Conneely 1s a
future Galway star and my fav-
ourite foiotballers are Eoin Liston
and Gay MdManus,

@ Nearly every lefter mentions
Eoin. He will soon \be as popular as
J. B. Murphy. (I.M.)

Norman Rochford, The Square,
Gort, Co. Galway feels Galway
football is at a low ebb and tells
me he saw me at the U-21 H.
final replay in Limerick.

@ Wasn't thatr a great game? A
great day for Galway hurling.

T. Murphy, Ballydaly Lower,
Rathmore, Co, Kerry gloatingly
tells us he tipped Kerry and Cork
to win the Allilrelands.

@ So yvou did. (J.M.)

J. J. Ryan, Top Cross, Lisgoold,
Leamlara, Co. Cork feels an
awful lot miore should have been
made of the Aussies trip to Ire-
land and talks of J. B. Murphy’s
great successes since he joined
Cork footballers in ’73. He has
seven Munster senior medals in
a row, 4 Alldrelands and 5 All
Sitars, “Mick Spillane teaches me
P.E. Ray Cummins has 10 Mun-
ster S. medals, 5 All-Ireland S., 3
Railway Cup, 2 All-Ireland S.
club and 5 All Star awards. 1
got your autbograph from Bob
Sullivany whio fakes us to our
U-14 and U-16 games. You met
him outside Crioke Park.”

@® Thats true I.J. I remember
meeting Bob. Isn’t it great to have
an All-Ireland man teaching you?
And a fine player he is too. (J.M.)

Ciaran Kelleher, Kilmore, Bal-
lingeary, Co. Cork, is 12 years
old amd writes to J.D. for the
first time. He plays full back for
Ballingeary U-12’s and loves John

J

Horgan for his long frees angd
J. Barry-Murphy “because when
he gets a chance he takes it.”

@® He sure does and we know
that here in Galway in both foot-

ball and hurling. (J.M.)

Billy Mahony, 41, Tudor Road,
Wealdstone, Harrow, Middlesex
wiants to buy a tape recording of
the 1978 All Ireland football final

John O’Driscoll, Ballingeary,
Macroom, Co. Cork wamnts a
phioto of Cork’s F. team of 1973.
Deiclan Blarron is his favourite
footballer amnd Tim Crowley is
No. 1 i Hurling. “Paddy O’Dris-
coll is related to me.”

@ Fdilte to the club. (J.M.)

Jim McGuinness, 318 Pinebank,
Craigavon, Co. Armagh in a long
letter likes Junior Desk, wanits
more colour photos and more
about clubs. Scrapbooks seem to
be g great oraze. I started ccom-
piling in 1968 and have 5”. Jim
is a very keen follower and re-
cord keeper or statistician of his
club Clan na nGael, Lurgan’s
achievements and is now keen
on getting 8 mm. films of GJA.A.
games, Hus flavourite county team
is Dublin and his favourite player
Mike Sheehy, “What I admire
most about Mike is his sports-
mianship, he mever refaliates no
miatter how hard the tackle”.

Finally Jim askls whiat was the
highest score ever recorded in a
gaelic football miatch belfiween
two county teams in the light of
Arrmlagh’s 8-13 to 1-5 win over
Westmeaith recenily.

@ Where are you Owen McCann?

(J.M,)

Qur final letter — a second
one — comes from Harry Kavan-
agh and he asks for two more
pages for Junior Desk. He pays
tribute to the miarvellous fielding
of D. Barron in the Munster F.
final and tells of meeting Seanie
O’Leary and his sister Mary at
the Cork v. Wicklow junior Cam-
ogie semi final on Sept. 10th anid
the great cdhat he had with the
Cork gstar.

Well that’s the MATLBAG for
another montth. Keep writing to
us, Write to:—

Junior Desk,

Gaelic [Sport,
80, Upper Drumcondra Rd.,
Dublin, 9.

And a very happy New Year
to you all.

Published by ‘“Gaelic Sport”. Printed by Cityview Press Ltd. 32 Portland Place, N.C/R., Dublin 1.
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Colm

Browne

Laois

Age: 21

Height: 5ft 9ins.
Weight: 11st 71b.
Position: Right

X%
X
X
X
X
X
X
X%
half back ‘*
¥
X
¥
¥
'3
X%
X%
X
X

Club: Portlaoise

Senior Inter-
County Debut:
1976

CAREER
HIGHLIGHTS

Colm is a former
Collleges’ player,
having appeared with
the Ballyfin senior
team, He played in
the attack when his
club won the Leinster
championship in
1977, but wias aft
centre half back in a
gallant though
unisuccessful bid
against Amustin
Staickis, Tralee, in fthe
All-Irelanid semi-final.

He has appeared ‘*
in the under-21 ranks ¥
with the county, and
was in the Leinster ¥
panel for the Railway
Cup last year. Colm, ¥
who helped Laois to
win the League ¥‘
Division II South ¥
final last Marich, has
just passed out as a ¥
Garda, and is
stationed at Dun ¥
Laoghaire. *
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revolution in shaving today.
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