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In Australia Japan, Iran, Venezeula, Sweden, e :
West Indies Zambia, these are just a few of the places ; 'ﬂ,_:%v
where you will find Comhlucht Siuicre Eireann today. et
The £132m. plus Irish sugar beet industry stands on
solid ground. Behind it, fifty years of dedication by ..,
Ireland’s farmers, its scientists and technologists. Firmly i il i
established, realistically diversified, it is successfully st et w2 a i
meeting the challenges of today and capable of grasping
the opportunities of tomorrow.
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COMHLUCHT SIUICRE FIREANN

Lynck

........

CUMANN LUTHCHLEAS GAEL

MEAN FOMHAIR 3

Cluichi Ceannais lomana na hfireann

(L CHAINNIGH v CORCAIGH

Mionuir — 1.30 p.m. Sinsir — 3.15 p.m.
MEAN FOMHAIR 24

Cluichi Ceannais Peile na hl?ireann

All Stands reserved and tickets have been
distributed throught the various units of the
Association  : : General Admission: £1.50
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Let’s put our
ends together...

Electricity has already made a significant
contribution to the improvement of agricultural
oroductivity. Yet there is much more that electricity
can achieve in the future development of farming.
The Agricultural Advisory Unit of the E.S.B. is keen
to play a full part in the work that remains to be
done. We are convinced that the best way to do
this is to continue to offer information and advice
on the application of electricity to your plans for
farm improvement.

You can get in touch with us at your local E.S.B. office.
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worldwide to average 50 - :
smooth shaves a pack.

When you're ready, change '
the Bic, not the blade.

The Bic blade: at 24pfor
three, it's the Bic-est
revolution in shaving today.
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EDITORIAL COMMENT

T is a tribute to the resilience and dedication of the senior hurlers
of 'Cork that they have earned the right to contest yet another
All-Ireland senior championship final.

The county’s shock defeat by Offaly last ‘April in a National
League relegation tie was the type of set-back that could have
heralded a spell in the wilderness. It would have been understandable,
in view of all they achieved over the past two championship cam-
paigns, if the Leeside hurlers had found it difficult after the Offaly
game to regain the necessary motivation for further successes at
provincial and national level.

Yet, they not only rose to that challenge, but did it in style by
retaining the Munster crown in deserved fashion at the expense of
probably the best Clare team of all time.

Some will argue that tradition had a lot to do with the Cork
come-back. Certainly, tradition is important — but it will not win
titles on its own.

Kilkenny had their share of disappointment, too, last Spring
when theyv lost the National League final for the second successive
yvear to Clare.

But, as in the case of Cork, they picked up pieces again so
superbly that they were able to beat Wexford in a provincial final
that was a grand advertisement for standards in Leinster, and then
handle the challenge of a capable and gallant Galway side.

Kilkenny can also match Cork in tradition. Their record in the
championship is one of the proudest in the land, and spans almost
the entire history of the series. And, that record is liberally sprinkled
with exciting clashes with Cork for hurling’s greatest prize.

These counties set a unique standard in 1931 with three memor-
able games in the All-Ireland final before Cork came out on top.
Those stirring matches helped to cement a rivalry and friendship
that has over the years made a major contribution in furthering the
great game of hurling.

Cork and Kilkenny have the hurlers to superbly uphold the old
tradition when they renew their championship rivalry after a six
year interval.

The present teams may lack the flair and all round class of
some of the great sides of the past, but they have a wealth of skill
and top-class experience. And, there is nothing like an All-Ireland
final for evoking an extra gpecial response from the hurlers.

The 1978 encounter, then, has the makings of a splendid game,
rich in classical hurling, and with sportsmanship once more a domin-
ant feature.

COVER PHOTO

UR front cover, this month, features the All-Ireland hurling finalists,
Kilkenny and Cork.

KILKENNY—Leinster Champions. Back Row (from left): Murt Kennedy,
Matt Ruth, Dick O’'Hara, Paddy Prendergast, Billy Fitzpatrick, Frank
Cummins, Brian Cody, Phil ‘Fan’ Larkin. Front row (left to right): Joe
Hennessy, Kieran Brennan, Mick Brennan, Ger Henderson (capt.), Richard
Reid, Noel Skehan and Liam O'Brien.
CORK—Munster Champions: Back row (left to right): John Horgan, Ray
Cummins, Martin O’Doherty, Jimmy Barry-Murphy, Johnny Crowley, Tim
Crowley, Denis Coughlan. Front row (left to right): Mick Malone, Pat
Moylan, Tom Cashman, Charlie McCarthy (capt.), Dermot McCurtain,
Gerald McCarthy, Denis Burns and Martin Coleman.
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shoe fashion

Everyone likes to keep in step with
tashion. And Tylers make it easy
tor you-with the latest designs,
elegant shoes to suit every taste,
in a wide range of fittings.

For Men, for Ladies, for Children-
Tylers have the right shoes—and at
the right price too!

Step over to your nearest Tylers

branch -and step right into
fashion and comfort.

For real value in footwear:

Tylers

of course!




ITH so many of the principal matches of the year having been
played between June 25 and August 6 inclusive, the period
covered by the latest Tyler Top Ten review, it is hardly surprising
that competition was particularly keen for places in this month’s

charts.

Colm McAlarney, for instance,
was very prominent In Down’s
successes against Derry and
Cavan, and also won the Man Of
The Match award in the Ulster
final.

Then, Anton O’Toole and Kevin
Moran, in particular, did much
to help Dublin brighten up their
image after the close call from
Offaly by comfortably taking care
of Kildare in the Leinster final,
and Denis “Ogie” Moran turned
on the style, first at left half, and
later as pivot when leading Kerry
to their Munster final triumph at
Pairc Ui Chaoimh over Cork.

In hurling, Tom (Cashman
struck an exciting blow for young
talent with an eye-catching and
thoroughly  efficient midfield
show that made him a shining
star in Cork’s successful defence
of their provincial crown at
Clare’s expense at Thurles.

Those golden moments just had
to be reflected in the charts, but
even so, the men who come out
on top in our line-up are not any
of those spotlighted above, but
Cathal Digney and Ger Hender-
somn.

Dignev was very much in the
vanguard of the Casement Park
win over Derry, and he really

excelled in the Ulster decider at
Clones. His football at right half
back was masterly — cool, pro-
gressive and consistent. He
proved not only a major stumb-
ling block to the Cavan attack,
but the springboard for many
Down raids.

Consequently, the 25-year-old
Saval club man edges ahead of
his county team captain, McAlar-
ney in the football chart on 38
points. This is his debut 1n this
year’s tables.

But McAlarney still strengthens
his position as the over-all leader
of the year He picks up 36 points
to send his record up to 104 points
for the season — 42 more than
his closest rtival in the code,
Anton O’Toole.

The Dubliner makes his second
appearance of the year, and as a
result, has put himself well in
line to challenge strongly for the
final honour.

In hurling, Ger Henderson 1is
enjoying much success in his
latest role as Kilkenny’s captain.
In fine form against Offaly, he
had a stellar game in the Lein-
ster final, and was prominent
again in the All-Ireland semi-
final.

Accordingly, the

7

Johnstown

Down and Kilkenny

club man makes a noteworthy
entry into this year’s review by
topping the current chart on 40
points, four ahead of Tom Cash-
man. This is also the Cork man’s
first appearance this year.

The leaders for 1978 after six
reviews are:

Football: 104 points: 'C. McAlar-
ney (Down); 62: A. 0O’Toole
(Dublin); 57: J. Keaveney (Dub-
lin); 56: D. Earley (Roscommon );
54: T. Prendergast (Laols).

Hurling: 104 points: S. Durack
(Clare); 74: N. Buggy (Wexford);
68: M. Walsh (Waterford); 64
N. Casey (Clare); 59: P. Hartigan

(Limerick).
This month’s charts:
FOOTBALL
28 C. Digney (Down) ......... 38
26 C. McAlarney (Down) ..... 104
34 A. 0’Toole (Dublin) ...... 62
22 J. Keaveney (Dublin) ... 957
70 K. Moran (Dublin) .......... 30
30 D. Moran (Kerry) ......... 30

298 M. Freyne (Roscommon) 28
97 D. Earley (Roscommon).. 96

297 M. Sheehy (Kerry) ......... 90
24 J. (0’Connor (Roscommon) 48
HURLING
40 G. Henderson (Kilkenny) 40
26 T. Cashman (Cork) ...... 36
725 R. Reid (Kilkenny) ........ 35
35 J. Hennessy (Kilkenny)... 39
722 D. McCurtain (Cork) ..... 33
z9 J. Crowley (Cork) ......... 32
28 J. Lucas (Galway) ......... 28
26 P. J. Molloy (Galway) ... 2b
24 S. Durack (Clare) ......... 104

20 G. Loughnane (Clare) ... 49
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KILKENNY TO LIFT 2ist TITLE

T;H'E ability of the forwards to
tuck away the scores ip fine
style is the real key to the suc-
cess at national level, and that’s
the reason why I believe that Kil-
kenny will break Munster’s pre-
sent monopoly of the major hur-
ling titles by spiking the Cork
ambitions of a rare Alldreland
senior championship treble.
Granted, the Leinster cham-
pions can ng longer count on
Eddie Keher for his usual gener-
ous quota of valuable points. It
must also be conceded that in
the absence of the Rower-Inis-
tioge sharpshooter, and such
other crafty units as Pat Delaney
and Kieran Purcell, now all out
of the side for some time, the
forward division does not ap-
pear to pack the all round punch
of recent final winning attacks.
But consider these points. The

X X X x

R "bumminé
(Cork)

BY TONY KEEGAN

Cork attack, for all the undoubt-
ed scoring potential of men like
Charlie McCarthy, Ray Cummins
and Jimmy Barry Murphy did not
cut much of a dash in the Muns-
ter final.

Indeed, the finishers between
them only managed to hit seven
of Cork’s moderate haul of thir-
teen points, and that’s not the
type of scoring that encourages
optimism about the Leesiders’
chances.

On the other hand, if Kilkenny
are still leaning somewhat heavi-
ly on Liam O’Brien for scores,
and are alsgo unsure about their
ideal attacking formation, their
forwards have still been general-
ly showing an encouraging line
in finding their way through to

X X X X

(Cork)

the target.

Matt Ruth was among the
goals in the wins over Wexford
and Galway, and Brian Cody,
that one-time giant of the rear-
guard, has also shown a refresh-
ing ability for tucking the slioth-
ar into the back of the net since
taking over his new role at full
forward.

Billy Fitzpatrick, who led Kil-
kenny to their last All-Ireland
senior title in 1975, coloured
some splendid work in those two
wins in the previous rounds by
sending home very valuable
scores.

Over-all, then, if the challeng-
ers’ attack lacks a proven sharp-
shooter like Eddie Keher, there
is still plenty of scoring power
spread over the division as a
whole.
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Siemens Colour TV
—the best there is|

............

..........
'''''''''

iy

3 MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM

—the most up fo date
in Europe

Enjoy unparalleled colour television viewing with any one
of three of the most up-to-date television sets on the
European market, Reap the rewards of today’s most pro-
gressive technological and engineering developments in
terms of a rock steady, ultra-high quality picture enhanced
by the refinement of g New precision inline tube; superb
sound fidelity and an all-round thorough reliability. Add
such bonuses as @ slim, elegant cabinet finished in rich
walnut, fantastically low power consumption and a highly
competent after-sales service and you can realise you're
getting the best there is. Siemens Colourmeisters are
available in 20, 22* and 27" models.

SIEMENS

COLOURMEISTER

Domestic Appliance Division, Dublin Industrial Estgte
Finglas, Dublin 11. Tel. 302855,
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Cork folk will probably argue
that their defence will present
the Noreside forwards with thejp
most searching examination of
the series, and that in the Muns.
ter fina] their attack was up
against one of the best rear.
guards in the business. Two valid
points, certainly, But it is also
well to remember that when it
comes to putting up 5 splid bar-
rier in front of their own goal,
Kilkenny need lessons from pgq
one,

Their powerful new half back
line has understandably come in
for much praise, and Kilkenny
can also point to the fact that
in Noe] Skehan, gat 34, and Phi]
“Fan” Larkin, 36, they have alsg
two of the best match-winners
in the defensive business. Dick
O’Hara, 21, and Paddy Prender-
gast, 20, are also pulling their
weights in impressive fashion.

Similarily, with the champions’
back division with the brilliant
skills of men like Dermot MicCur-
tain, Johnny Crowley and canny
Denis Coughlan marshalling mat-
ters, Cork need have no qualms
about facing up to the Kilkenny
scoring division.

But, as T said at the start,
scores win matches, Kilkenny
have shown a more exciting all
round flair in this regard than
the Munster men, and I'm also
convinced that they have achiev-
ed this against worth-while op-
position.

So, while Cork have their
great tradition, that vital finals
experience, and above all the
eagerness to bring up that rare
title treble, I believe that Kil-
kenny, no way inferior to Cork
in the tradition line, have the
men with the talents in the at-
tack to find enough answers to
ensure that 1978 will prove the
year of the 21st Alldreland
senior  championship for the
Black and Amber brigade.




HE COULD DEVELOP INTO ONE OF THE GREAT FULL-

CORWARDS OF MODERN TIMES

RIAN (CODY was quoted after
B the All-Ireland semi-final
against Galway as saying that he
“enjoyed the game’’, hardly a
kind of terminology used norm-
ally by hurlers at this level when
sounded for their reactions.

From most one would have
expected estimates of the game
and the team and, perhavps, an
estimate (honest or otherwise)
of their own play; many players
would be exnected to make
denigratory statements of their
own play (half in earnest) or
sweeping comments on that of
their colleagues.

Brian Cody, however, felt only
the need to express what fun he
had and how he loved the chance
to play in that game and the
chance to qualify for another
All-Ireland final. And, because of
what happened to Cody’s abso-
lutely sparkling career just when
it seemed to have been launched
properly, it 1s eaSy enough to
understand his statement.

The facts are, of course, that
many had written Cody off as
inter-county material — not, how-
ever, because he did not have it
in him, but because some blight
had fallen on hig marvellous
early promise.

Few will have forgotten the
impact which this massively-
built young man made in hurling
when he forced his way into the
Kilkenny defence in 1973 — and
what a jungle the Kilkenny
defence of that time was for
unwary youngsters trying to
capture a permanent place. Pat
Henderson was the lynchpin, of
course, Larkin and Jim Treacy

BY SEAMUS O’BRAONAIN

immovable corner men, Pat
Lalor in great form, Jim Lynch
playing well at full-back. And
waiting for emergency calls
there were classy veterans Pa
Dillon and Martin Coogan.,

Admittedly Eamonn Morrissey
had left and that offered ambiti-
ous young defenders a gleam of
hope. At the start of the Leinster
championship Pat Henderson had
an injury and Cody was given
the No. 6 jersey. A fine oppor-
tunity to catch the selectorial
eves, yet, without doubt, a blind
alley also since Henderson was
certain to take over again the
moment he was fit.

Sure enough Pat returned for
the Leinster final and Brian
dropped out again. But, between
the Leinster final and the All-
Ireland final, Cody got great
chances to impress in the Walsh
Cup semi-final and final.

Simultaneously, as readers will
remember, Kilkenny hit a plague
of injuries, Jim Treacy in
defence going down along with
Keher and Purcell. Cody clinched
the place created by Treacy’s
absence and Morrissey’'s non-
availability, playing left-half with
Cullen from Bennettsbridge in
Treacy’s corner spot.

It was not a successful All-
Ireland debut, to put it in a nut-
shell, and opinion expressed
considered him to be too one-
sided in his play. Next year Ger
Henderson had arrived to further
complicate the defensive issues.

Cody would probably have
been as well not getting such
rapid promotion, but he had

11

BRIAN CODY

shown great promise gince minor
days when he led the winning
1972 side from centre half-back.
In 1974 he was holding a simi-
lar cardinal role in the U-21 side,
magnificent throughout.

As Treacy called it a day,
Cody benefited by taking his
place the following year, winning
the championshiv which ended
with the victory over Galway.
With the slump in Kilkenny form
that kept them two years out of
All-Ireland contention, a slump
in Cody’s form occurred, too.

He had lost some of the domi-
nance; he was far from fit
enough; had a tendency to knee
troubles because of his lofty build
and considerable weight; a tend-
ency to weight problems did not
help. Confidence failed. It looked
as if the brilliant promise of the
early days was to be allowed to
lie fallow.

Occasional appearances did
not convince those who needed
convincing . . . It seemed like a
desperate throw — the signal of
abandoned hope when he was
tried at fullforward. But, at
once, it became apparent that
his size and strength would be
great assets and that his ball-
play would mean a lot.

Not that he set the Shannon
(or Nore) aflame . . . but more
recently and with more famil-
iarity with the position, Brian
looks as if he will develop into
a major threat in front of any
opposition. The earlier part of
the Galway semi-final gave
ample evidence of the threat he

poses.
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KILKENNY'S FUTURE IN SAFE HANDS

T is odd when you come to
I think of it, but this is the first
vime since 1957 that Kilkenny go
into an All-Ireland senior final
without Eddie Keher being a
member of the panel. Then a
minor star, Eddie was added to
the senior panel for the replay
against Waterford in 1959 and
came on as a substitute in the
closing stages of that game.

But everyone knows, of course,
that Keher will be close as ever
+o the team in training and in
advice, and deep down he must
be regretting that he has not the
chance of another crack at the
Corkmen with whom he had so
many tremendous and so often
victorious clashes in the past. It
is only three years since Kilkenny
last appeared in an All-Ireland
final, but it is remarkable how
many changes there are on the
line-up since they marched past
Galway in 1975.

Seven of that team are gone,
Nicky Orr, Pat Delaney, Kieran
Purcell, Eddie Keher, Pat Lawlor,
Tom MdCormack and Pat Hen-
derson, though Henderson is still
among the reserves. They have
been replaced by Paddy Prender-
gast, Dick O’Hara, Joe Hennessy,
Ger Henderson, Richie Reid,
Kevin Fennelly and Matt Ruth.

All of these, except Ruth,
have come up from the Under-21
champion sides of recent years,
and most of them have won
minor medals a well. Add on the
fact that, in 1975 Brian Cody and
Billy Fitzpatrick were no more
than youngsters, and it will be
seen that more than half of the
present Kilkenny side are 24
years of age or younger. Prender-
gast, O’Hara, Hennessy, Reid, Ger
Henderson, who captains the

BY TERENCE ROYNANE

side, and Kevin Fennelly have
never played in a senior All-
Ireland, so that would seem to
set them at a disadvantage
against the Corkmen, all of whom
have not alone won senior medals
but almost all of whom are seek-
ing their third title in a row.
Ever since the Leinster final of
July, 1977, Kilkenny have been
team-building and the selectors
have had to proceed 1in many
instances by trial and error.
They had an advantage from the
start that they had a more or
less readymade half-back line of
Hennessy, Ger Henderson and
Reid, all rich in talent but need-
ing to be battle hardened In
senior experience, They steadily
gathered that experience through

. % R y 4 i

EDDIE KEHER . . Kilkenny’s

first final without the maestro
since 1957.

an arduous League campaign in
which the reorganisation process
eventually carried the Kilkenny
team to the final, much, one feels
to the survrise of themselves,
their mentors and their followers,
since at one stage they seemed

13

doomed to relegation.

True, in that final they were
deservedly beaten by Clare but
it was a defeat that taught
players and mentors alike some
very valuable lessons, Since
then the full-back line has been
reorganised, and so has the
entire forward division.

At the back the selectors took
two steps that at the time
seemed drastic. They moved the
relatively diminutive Fan Larkin
to full‘back and tried Brian Cody
at full-forward.

Thus far those experiments
have turned out to be completely
successful. The tenacious Larkin,
despite his lack of inches, has
performed admirably against
such noted opponents as Paraic
Horan of Offaly, Tony Doran of
Wexford, and a variety of Galway
rivals, though he did make at
least one wuncharacteristic mis-
take in that semi-final. He has
proved very successful, despite
giving away more than a foot in
height, against Ray (Cummins
before now, both in club and
County games, Again in the full-
back line, the Kilkenny mentors,
after the Offaly game, took what
must have been the extremely
painful decision of dropping a
man than whom the black and
amber has had no more faithful
servant, Pat Henderson.

Again the selectors seem 10
have guessed right, for daring
Dick 'O’Hara has been hurling

with tremendous power at left

fulldback, while former Colleges
star, Paddy Prendergast, has
been equally imopressive on the
right flank. Indeed one can fore-
see a day when either O’Hara or
Prendergast may move out to

@ TO PAGE 15
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@ A turning point in the 1969
his hurley and the
behind Barry — to whip it

win by 2-15 to 2-9, thus gaining their 17th title and seventh

@® FROM PAGE 13

centre-half, thus releasing Ger
Henderson, perhaps, for mid-field.

Mid-field has been something
of a problem for Kilkenny. Sev-
eral different partners have been
provided for Frank Cummins, but
not till they reverted to the old
pairing with Liam O’Brien did we
see something of the 1974-1975
power. Murty Kennedy is on his
way up but has not arrived thus
far to anything like the same
extent as others of his Under-2]
team-mates.

The attack has the advantage
of having seasoned units in Billy
Fitzpatrick, Mick Crotty, Mick
Brennan and Matt Ruth, though
Brennan has not recovered any-
thing like his best form, or his
former confidence. Again the
experiment of playing Cody at
full-forward has, on the face of it.
peen successful, although one
wonders has he the mobility to

.....

final between Kilkenny and Cork. The Cork goalkeeper, Paddy Barry, [oses
ball, which he attempts to catch drops to the ground for Martin

to the net. That vital goal came just before half-time and Kilkenny went on lo
success out of 12 final meetings with Cork.

transform himself from a defen-
der into a consistently dangerous
attacker. After a promising
championship debut at full-for-
ward against Offaly he could
claim little more from the Lein-
ster final than that he keot Willie
Murphy extremely busy, no mean
feat probably in itself, but he
started off in the All-Ireland
semi-final as though he was going
to destroy Galway on his own. |
still cannot make up my mind as
to whether the Galway defence
found the answer to the Cody
threat after the first quarter, or
whether the run of play did not
favour him thereafter. But these
early scores of Brian's must be
haunting Cork.

The return to form of Mick
Crotty must be something of a
bonus for Kilkenny and the same
applies to Billy Fitzpatrick, two
particularly encouraging omens,
especially as the younger for-
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Brennan — seen just

wards on the Kilkenny panel
have not risen notably to the
occasion when tried, although
Kevin Fennelly had a couple of

very well-taken scores against
Galway.
At the moment this recon-

structed Kilkenny side looks well
short of the admittedly very high
standard set by the teams that
won the All-Irelands of 1972, 1974
or 1975. They need a greater
steadiness vet in defence, more
consistent power at mid-field,
and, dare I say it, greater
cohesion up front.

But they showed an admirable
capacity to vick off long-range
points against Galway, they are
improving on every appearance.
If they do not win the All-Ireland
this year, and I am not saying
they won’t — especially if Mick
Brennan returns to his best —
they will be a power in the land
through the next few seasons.
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STARS OF
TO-MORROW

IF the latest under-18 show-down between Kilkenny and Cork pro-

vides as many changes of direction, and as much drama and ex-
citement as last year’s AllIreland minor final draw and replay bet-
ween these strongholds of the ancient game, then early arrivals at
Croke Park on final day will be well rewarded.

T,ast vear’s summit was Te-
markable in many ways, with
first Cork and then Kilkenny ap-
pearing probable winners. The
Leesiders had a commanding nine
points lead at the interval, but
inside eight minutes of the
second half Kilkenny were level,
and a few minutes later they
looked poised for victory as they
powered to a five points advant-
age,

But, seventeen scoreless
minutes followed before Cork
eventually got the scores to en-
able them to snatch a dramatic
draw with a majestic equalising
point from 55 yards with about
30 seconds of playlng time re-
maining.

John Hartnett, wearing the No.
10 jersey, was the man who
superbly sent the sliothar un-
erringly over for the equaliser in
those tension laden moments to
leave the score: Cork 3-11; Kil-
kenny 4-8.

The replay at Thurles was an-
other thrill packed encounter.
Cork, backed by a fresh breeze
in the first half, still only turned
over with a three points interval
lead, but battled so doggedly and
wholeheartedly in the second half
until virtually the last minute
when a point clinched the title
for the Noresiders on a 1-8 to 0-9
scoreline.

I+ would probably be too much
to expect this month’s decider to
match the amazing dramatic
qualities of those games last sea-
son, but judging from the perfor-
mances of both counties in the
earlier rounds, the hurlers are
there with the necessary skills
and drive to make this a thor-
oughly entertaining and memor-
able final.

Cork are chasing their sixth
All-Ireland title since 1967. They
parade another high powered
combination, judging by the way
that they handled the challenges
in Munster of Waterford and a
Tipperary outfit that was power-
ed by six of the brilliant Temple-
more 'CB.S. team that won the
All-Ireland ‘College’s senior cham-
pionship last May.

Six of last year’s team Ilined
out against Tipperary — Willie
Cashman, Tom McCarthy, John
Murphy, all from Midleton, who
were on duty in the defence, and
forwards John Hartnett (Midle-
ton), Sean O’Gorman (Milford)
and Tom Aherne (Blackrock). In
addition, Ger 'O’Regan, of Mil-
ford, who went in as substitute
in the Munster final, was :also in
last season’s panel.

Where the Leesiders have
shone this season is in tucking
away the goals and points. Scores
win matches, and the Cork for-
wards need no lessons in this art
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if one is to judge by their impres-
sive barrage of 431 (43 points)
in their two games in the South,

John Hartnett with 1-10, and
Denis Murphy, also with 1-10,
have been the principal scorers.
But the remaining members of
the attack have also shown that
they, too, know where the goals
are, and there can be little doubt
that the division has the all round
power and class to put plenty of
pressure on the Kilkenny rear-
guard.

The experience of Cashman,
McCarthy and Murphy from last
season’s campaign is bound to be
invaluable in helping the Muns-
ter champions put up a stern
barrier before goal.

The Southerners have also a
good midfield, so all in all they
must have sound grounds for op-
fimism.

Yet, Kilkenny, like Cork, con-
tinue to produce outstanding
under-age combinations. This 1s
crystallised by virtue of a 4-19 to
2.6 victory over shock team Laois
in the Leinster final to earn the
county their eighth title 1n a row.

The potential in the squad was
also further emphasised in the
semi-final win over Galway, so
that, the Leinster champions, 0o,
can look forward to this title de-
fence with confidence.

Three of the side won All-
Ireland medals last year — left
full back Bill 0O'Hara (Thomas
town), who is brother of senior
star, Dick, right half forward
Eddie Crowley (Mooncoin) and
left full forward Billy McEvoy
(Lisdowney). Their championship
experience, allied to their own
talents, must be an important
credit mark for the Eastern re-
presentatives.

Kilkenny also appear to match
Cork in firepower. In their march

@ TO PAGE 46



E'VE BEEN A LONG TIME
-GROWING...
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‘Remember 69 and 72’

— my advice to Cork

W'I.T’H due resmect to Wexford,
| Kilkenny’s emergence as
Leinster chamnions and their
subsequent exciting victory over
Galway has added extra spice to
this year’s All-Ireland final. Cork
folk in particular welcome the
Noresiders for, though the men
from the Lee have taken the last
two All-Ireland titles, many in
Munster feel that a hurling side
hasn’t proved itself until it has
defeated Kilkenny in the national
final.

This may be stretching things
2 bit far but it cannot be denied
that there is something special
about Kilkenny in an All-ireland
final. Steeped in tradition, their
style of play, speedy and skilful,
invariably entertains, and 10
matter how unfancied they may
be Kilkenny can never be under-
estimated on the first Sunday in
September.

In recent times no county has
had more cause to anpreciate this
than Cork. In 1969, for instance,
the Leesiders won the National
League and cruised comfortably
through Munster to be hot fav-
ourites for the All-Ireland. But
Kilkenny, inspired by Eddie
Keher at centre-forward, gave a
devastating display in the last
quarter and stunned the Cork-
men who had looked so con-
fident earlier om.

In 1972, it happened all over
again. Having won League and
Munster titles imoressively Cork
were odds-on to take All-Treland
honours. But unheralded Kil-
kenny came up trumps again
and with Liam O’Brien in fine
form at midfield they put in a

tremendous performance in the
last quarter to win decisively a
game which, at one stage, they
seemed certain to lose.

Yes, Kilkenny are a law-unto-
themselves on All-Ireland day.
The present team 18 generally
regarded as a developing squad
rather than a settled side. Many
new faces have appeared to re-
place such memorable names as
Keher, Purcell, Delaney and
Treacy. But Kilkenny showed
against Galway that the team 1is
developing very fast indeed.

The new men have slotted in
neatly and, with a few veterans
from that great ’'74°75 side
remaining, Kilkenny now have a
nice blend of youth and experi-
ence. What impressed me most
about their victory over Galway
was the enormous enthusiasm
and exuberance they displayed,

Clearly, Kilkenny’s hunger for
success is rampant once again.
And no line illustrated this fact
more than the youthful half-back
line of Joe Hennessy, Ger Hen-
derson and Richie Reid. Hender-
son is a great centre-back and
may 1n time surnass even his
brother, Pat, now a substitute.
Reid is a confident economical
wing back and Hennessy, full of
fire, not only defends but finds
time to create attacks. He scored
two splendid points from nlay in
the Galway game.

Behind these, Kilkenny have
two more forceful voung defen-
ders, Paddy Prendergast and
Dick O’Hara, while Fan Larkin
adds the vital touch of defensive
experience.

I,ittle Fan Larkin 1s a strong
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KILKENNY TEAM

determined player who hurls it
hard and fair while his opponent
Ray Cummins relies on delicate
ckill and intelligent distribution
to his colleagues to make his
mark on the game. In the nast
two finals Cummins’ play at full-
forward was instrumental in

Paddy

achieving Cork victories and the

clash between himself and Fan

Larkin will have a vital bearing

on this year’s result as well
Noel Skehan may not be as

sharp in goal as he used to be

but he is still a good goalkeeper

@ TO PAGE 58




These magnificent trophies are
awarded to the 15 hurlers and
15 footballers who, throughout
the year, have performed with
outstanding skill and
have consistently shown their
superiority on the field,

““Bronntar Tabhartais Carrolls
G.A.A. Allstars ar na hiomdnaithe
agus arna peileadoiriis ma cdil i
rithnabliana ach ’sé an briis mé
ata leo nd aitheantas a thabhairf
don tréithiocht sportilachtais
aoirde in ar gcluichindisivinta,”
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HALF-BACK LINE

HAVE BEEN MAIN
FACTORS IN THEIR
MARCH TO THE FINAL |

CO'-R.K, who are in line for their
first Alldreland senior hurl-
ing treble since 1952-54, had two
games so far, while Kilkenny had
three engagements oOn the way
to their first fina] since 1975,

Tiae holders started their de-
fence against Waterford at
Thurles. A goal inside two min-
utes by Ray Cummins set them
firmly on their way, and they
went on eventually to a comfort-
able 3-17 to 2-8 win.

The Munster final show-down
with League champions Clare at
Thurles did not produce the bril-
liance and sparkle expected. Yet,
although Cork had tp line out
without ftwo of their original
selection, Brian Murphy and
Sean O’Leary, they still proved
equal to the challenge.

Top hurling in mid-field from
Tom Cashman, and a superb de-
fence, in which John [Horgan
coloured his powerful work by
shooting four crucial points,
were the key factors in paving
the way for a two points — 0-13
to 0-11 — success in the first
Munster final without a goal in
15 years. That feat earned Cork
their fourth provincial title in a
row, and their 37th in all.

The champions scored 3-30 (39
points) in the South, and they
conceded 2-19 (25 points).
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* the rebel county will be keeping their fingers
crossed that the dynamic Youghal man will be
fit to play in the decider.

It is probably an indictment of
their finishing power that John
Horgan shares leadership in their
scoring returns with (Charlie
McCarthy, each having popped
over seven points. Jimmy Barry-
Murphy, Ray Cummins and Tom
Cashman come next with 1-3
each.

Sean O’Leary scored three
points against Waterford, and
Gerald McCarthy and Tim Crow-
ley with two points apilece, com-
plete the scoring returns.

Of the side that lined out
against Clare, Denis Burns, who
was called in at right full back in
the absence of Brian Murphy,
was the only hurler who had not
made an Alldreland senior final
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appearance,

Eamonn O’Donoghue, who
went in as a substitute in the
Munster decider, made an ap-
pearance as a substitute 1n
Cork’s 1976 Liam MgcCarthy Cup
win over Wexford. Pat Horgan
was another substitute called up
by Cork from the bench during
the provincial final, and he 1Iis
another who has yet to turp out
in the senior showpiece match of
the year.

Kilkenny started their cam-
paign against resurgent Offaly—
the Midlanders, it will be remem-
bered, beat Cork in a National
League relegation tie last Spring.
That game was played at Port-
laoise, and Kilkenny, with Brian

@® TO PAGE 53
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§e S |AY DRENNAN SPOTLIGHTS T

HE SEE-SAW CAREER OF PAT MOYLAN

=8 FROM THE RANKS TO

~Ppat Moylan
Cork

OME. players have the strangest
S triflings with fortune. To
be the one who showed a lot of
promise as a youth and in under-
age competition, to have worked
hard at acquiring the sKills of
hurling and polishing them as-
siduously, yet to have lingered
on the edge of the big-time, ap-
parently unable to force a break-
in — that might be thought
unlucky, even sad, but it would,
to some extent have been con-
sistent with the experience of
many another player.

Given opportunities as a result
of a vacancy brought about by
injury or unavailability, when
such a one tries his heart out but
never quite convinces the eagle-
eved selectors that he has quite
the edge to his play that would
convert a good craftsman and a
club jewel into a good Iinter-
county player, it is usually the
end of the story at that level.

A handy substitute to have on
the panel because he will, at
least, have the ball skill to drop
in at any given time to a variety
of positions — and they may be
the limit of his expectation. Yet,
occasionally, such a one has a
strange purple patch when he
shows a burst of form that tempts
the selection committee to 1try
him again in the county side.
And the result is sometimes
happy enough in so far as our
subject enjoys a modest success
by holding his place for a few
games or, perhaps, a whole sea-
son, and looks at the episode as
a bonus he doubted.

But, what if our friend did not
just have a modest plateau of

Z%'. THE PEAK OF PERFECTION

performance but went through

the ceiling of all previous form

and played with freedom and
confidence and, indeed, domin-
ance, making the midfield posi-
tion his own and proving tobe the
more accomplished of the players
in that area, going forth from
strength #o strength until he
finally peaked with a display of
such consummate brilliance and
smoothly exquisite stroke-making
that all were lost in awe at his
mastery of the ball.

And when that peak was reach-
ed in the Alldreland final under
all its pressures the worth of the
effort will be even more extra-
vagant. When the outcome 1s a
string of superbly struck points
from all kinds of distances and
angles and in spite of all kinds
of hindrances, it is little wonder
that the player is hailed as a
world-beater, the star of the
game, the dominant force in that
particular All-Ireland, star of the
week, the month, the year . . . !
And it all sounds a little like a
fairy-tale and definitely too much
for the average hurling sceptic
to swallow.

There are few fairy-tales in
hurling; not many fairy god-
mothers to wave magic wands
and transform cinderellas into
glamorous princesses. Indeed, let
us be realistic and say there are
no such benign influences. And
if the remarkable tale should
ever come about it has to be
explained by reasons and facts
other than those of the imagin-
ation.

That this rise from the ranks
to the peaks of perfection did, in
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fact, occur in the case of the
Cork and Blackrock hurler, Pat
Moylan, makes him quite special
among hurlers. He did not seem
to be about to make the grade
for a number of years in which
he was given chances and allow-
ed to linger on the fringe of
things.

His opportunities in the Cork
team provided undistinguished
though usually adequate perform-
ances. Then the All-Ireland final
of 1976 changed all that; his dis-
play of fluid hurling and his
command of strokes from all
angles and distances marked him
as a player apart.

Yet, after a number of months
in which he continued in this
vein of golden form, Moylan
dropped away again and ended
last season by sitting on the sub-
stitutes’ bench at the All-Ireland
final,

Once more he has used the
months of the League and cham-
pionship to impress his worth on
the selectors, but they are not
quite convinced, and, if they are,
they are not quite sure where he
should play—in his earlier wing-
forward position or his later
centre-field role.

It is painful for the hurler
himself to be so subject to the
variations of form. Perhaps it 1s
not really form that varies but
physical and psychological fitness.
When all geared up he seems to
do everything with such confi-
dent accomplishment; when a
little off key or a little fearful
his game slows and loses edge
until no better than many an-
other’s.




“Combhar foirne, ciallaionn sé sin
tacu le chéile an tsli ar fad - sin
‘€ ata le déanamh agatsa
agus agamsa. Is cuid sinn
go leir de fthoireann na hEireann,
agus 1s féidir linn
tacu le chéile trithactu lenar
dtairgi féin sna siopai.

SIn € an cinedl tacaiochta a
rachas chun sochair do chach.”

Glacfaidh sé comhar ceart
foirne le 10,000 post a chur
ar fail. Ta pdirt thdbhach -

coltianta indr siopal.
Déantar Gaelearrai
Iontaofa ag oibrithe

tach le déanamh ag gach Elreannacha-agus

einne indr gcomhphobhal: rathaionn na déantiséir{
lucht siopai, déantiiséiri duit ardchaighdedin,
Ceardchumainn, dream- ] sasamh agus freagra luath
anna soisialta agus gairme. 41 ——— ar aon ghearan. Ciallaionn
Ta sé de chumhacht ag tacu le Gaelearrai Iontaofa go bhfaigh -
gach einne againn an clar a chur ag eann tu tairgi den scoth - agus bionn pairt
obair. rithabhachtach agat freisin i gcruthi an
Gaelearrai Iontaofa 10,000 post sin. Cuid de thoireann na

Seo é siombal Ghaelearrai Iontaofa- an hEIreann sinn go 1éir, agus Gaelearra{
tsli éasca le tairgi Fireannacha a aithint. Iontaofa ar suaitheantas. Ciallaionn tact
Gheobhaidh ti € ar na milte d’earrai leis todhchai nios fearr do chéch.
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How goes

T seems to have been an ac-
I cepted fact down the years
that handball 1n Ulster was
placed In 2 lower category from
the rest of the country. That
- mage was created by the fact
that players from the Province
appeared to Dbe struggling when
matched with their counterparts
from other provinces Or that the
general development of the game
was not making any headway.

I do not propose to start a con-
troversy on the subject, but to
divert my views In a more posi-
tive direction by asserting that,
irrespective of the past, the game
in Ulster is now on the move.

This is the conclusion I have
arrived at following discussions
with some prominent officials in
the province and, indeed, after
having a physical insight into
some of the activity now in vogue
there.

I was particularly taken by the
progress made in the field of
court construction and immedi-
ately one must point the finger
of admiration at St. Macartan’s
College in Monaghan, where four
courts — two conventional and
two American style were built in
the past couple of years.

I am sure the Authorities were
giving congisance to the great
work of Eather Sean Nolan when
they made the decision to build
these courts.

He has been one of Handball’s
greatest administrators in the
North for a long number of years.

Not alone has he succeeded in
grooming some stars in St. Mac-
artan’s itself but has contrived
to assert his influence on the

*

verdict: handball is game

’

the game in Ulster?
’

development programme of the
province. Until recent times he
also caried the additional respon-
sibility of Provinical Secretary.

Jack Foley, a teacher in the
Comprehensive School in’ Coote-
hill has also helped to a large
degree in putting Monaghan
Handball on the map. A com-
petent player, who lines out with
the county, he has devoted much
of his spare time to the promo-
tion of the game amongst youth.

Handball in Fermanagh through
the years has, literally, been a
non-event, but signs are that a
new era is dawning.

A 40 x 20 court has been sanc-
tioned by the District Council to
be built in Irvinestown and plans
are already in hand for the for-
mation of a County Committee.

This certainly is encouraging
news and must represent a major
break-through in the development

AAMAAMAMAAMAMAMAAAVIAAAAAMAMANAM
SEAN 'CLERKIN

WWWWW

of the game in the Province.

The success story of Ulster is
carried a step further by enthu-
siasts in Tyrone who have a very
able worker in Laurence Camp-
bell of Pomeroy.

A 40 x 20 court is being built
in Drumgquin while the progres-
sive Loughmacrory Club which
has one of the best 60 x 30 courts
in the country is now in the
throes of providing a small court
also.

When we revert to Cavan our
thoughts in a handball sense are
directed towards the Kingscourt
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Club, which kept the game t0 the
fore in the county, when handball
was not the fashionable game 1o
play.

Kingscourt recently opened a
new 60 x 30 court and will shortly
have two 40 x 20 courts t0 supple-
ment this facility.

Victor Sherlock, the famed
footballer of yesteryear plays a
big part in keeping Cavan Hand-
bal to the forefront and, even
this year, made an impact in the
Masters’ Championships.

The other well-kknown cham-
pions of more recent vintage —
Greg and Dominic Sheridan must
also be lauded.

They do not confine their acti-
vities solely to the playing courts
but are often seen to lend their
administrative abilities to club
and county alike.

Action Call is the bye-word in
Armagh.

The County Committee which
has an able worker in Niall Don-
aghy is presently in negotiations
with the Community Association
for the construction of a 40 x 20
court in Armagh city.

The Eugene Quinn Club will
also be providing the city with a
60 x 30 court, while the progres-
sive Clann Eireann G.A.A. Club
has plans to roof one of its 60 x
20 courts and to convert the other
two on the American Style basis.

There is still little handball
activity in Down though Tony
Campbell who teaches in St. Col-
man’s College is still confident
that a resurgence can be initiated.

The handball flag in. Donegal is
carried by the Falcarragh (Club

@ TO PAGE 33
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In these days of ever 1.2 litre Kadett ‘S’ has the wheels, side mouldings and
increasing fuel costs, isn't it added refinements of heated optional automatic transmission.
nice to know that the Opel rear window, reclining seats, And all in a sleek
Kadett still does up to 43 mpg, cloth trim, plus the added aerodynamically designed body
and that's on economy grade s shell with 11 cu. ft. boot,
petrol too! : 8 s 4-coat paintwork, unlimited
And if that doesn't i ﬁ/x #’ /"j, mileage warranty and a host of
impress you, take a look inside. ?%ﬁ%ﬁ ,,f/f ///”/ﬁf %@’f safety features, whichever
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safety features of radial tyres
and front disc brakes with
booster. And now the 1.2 litre
Kadett de Luxe (illustrated
above) is available, featuring
re-designed front end, de luxe
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S we eagerly await yet an-
other chapter in the excit-
ing and pulse-raising story of All-
Ireland senior hurling finals, the
players and personalities of the
moment are very much in the
limelight, So much so, in fact, that
it would not prove a very testing
exercise to devote this month’s
ON THE SPOT . . . exclusively to
issues surrounding the final
teams, and the men who will be
out there battling for 1978 glory.
To give a sharper edge, then,
to the quiz, I have decided to
feature events relating to All-
Ireland finals in general, and not
merely senior games. The em-
phasis in the main is on recent
events in order that younger
readers can keep in step with
their elders.

But young and old alike who
are eager to show just how ex-
pert they are in recalling past
events will also have a special
chance to shine in this depart-
ment as well.

There are five separate sec-
tions, with a couple of innovations
this month. See how you measure
up by adding on your score at
the end of each group.

For a start, five short, snappy
questions on modern-day events.

SCORING FEATS
1. Eddie Keher’s bag in the
1971 summit against Tipperary
ranks as the individual record for
an All-Ireland senior final. Did
he set that marker at 1-16, 2-11,
Tl 5 | P \
2. Who was top scorer in last
yvears sentar H0alY ..oaciermmmmmsens

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

3. The first goal in that summit
was grabbed by Tony Doran,
Charlie McCarthy or Ray Cum-
NS YO THOIOR cvuv v rnsdssparyen

4. Pat Moylan popped over
nine points from frees in Cork’s
win over Wexford in 1976. Did
he score at all from play? .........

5. How many goals were scored
in the Kilkenny-Galway clash for
the 1975 tHe? ....ccnsvisssimnisnsss

Each question is worth five
points making the total on offer
b 20, YoUr Teild: civesisaiedsosivi

Now, the hurlers come very
definitely into the picture as we
look at the

PERSONALITY PARADE

1. Who 1s the odd man out in
this quartet of stars, and why—
Tadhg O’Connor (Tipperary),

Nicky Orr (Kilkenny), Sean Foley
(Limerick) and Ray Cummins

2 Pictured above are two hur-
lers who were team-mates in an
All-Ireland winning team early in
the present decade. Who are
1501 55 1 SO e et T

3. Now for those w:lth long
memories. Who filled the centre-
half positions in the 1956 classic
in which Wexford foiled Christy
Ring’s hopes of a ninth senior
1l ert o 1 b ey

by Tony K eegd#

Five bonus points if you name
both hurlers correctly.

4. Back to the modern era, and
a question that will prove just
how keenly you have been follow-
ing minor affairs. Sean Fennelly
led Kilkenny in their replay win
over Cork last October, but can
you say what position he filled
in the defenté? ..covvimsssraveres

5 Name the last Leinster man
to referee an All-Ireland senior
hurling final, and the year in
question? ........occienieniieiian

Score five points for each ques-
tion correctly answered. The
bonus at No. 3 boosts the total
to 30 points maximum. Your
SOOPE soivssiioriressnsssatrsysrerenesvssons

Now for the first of our “New
Look” guestions.

Here your exercise is to com-
plete a brief Profile of the player
pictured on Page 29. He 1s one of
“Yesterday’s Heroes.”

9: Native OOUNLY .ccc.viireasmssvovans
3: What county did he lead to
victory in a final? ......cooeiiiiiinnae,

----------------------------------------------

4. He twice led Liam McCarthy
Cup winning teams, in fact. List
the successful vears? ......coceveees

..............................................

----------------------------------------------

Five points on offer once more
for each question, plus a bonus
of five for going through the
card. Total marks possible, then,
qre B0, YOUR BOBTE: .vsvsirvnirsns

A chance here to see how you
measure up on events in the more
distant past in:

@ TO PAGE 29




By our brilliant performance, it’s easy to see
Why we’re All-Ireland Champions, this Goodyear and me.

Butin rainy conditions, goals gave me the slip,--
Till my boots were re-fitted with Goodyear, for grip!

GOODSYEAR
The Choice of Champions.




® FROM PAGE 27

GOLDEN OLDIES
1. How many games Wwere
needed to decide the 1931 All-

Ireland hurling FInal? coonenes
2  Who won the All-'Ireland
senior final of 19377 ...... e

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
= B

3. Why does that particular
gsame hold a special place in the
annals of the championship in
modern times? .....iceviiiiinsiinonn.

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

4. List the years in which the
following captained title winning
teams since the late 'Forties: Pat
Stakelum  (Tipperary), Paddy
Barry (Cork) and Eddie Keher
(Kilkenny)? coicivmime -

A whopping ten extra points if
you come up trumps all the way
here.

5. All the Munster counties
have won the national senior
hurling crown — true or false?

That bonus fur No. 4 brings
this section up to a points value
of 60, each of the other questions
being worth ten points. Your
BALIIE | .nmomcienmesm s

Finally, our second innovation
of the month. We call this

PAIRING
Pictured below are four hur-
lers. What we want is each paired
against the appropriate caption.,

PROFILE

BallBt ouesssssmsasis

Five points for each question,

29

plus a five points prize for an

all-correct answer,
RATING
Maximum points possible: 170.
An excellent report if you score
120 or more. A marking of 90 to
120 is very good, and from 70 to
90 is good.

ANSWERS 5"
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THE INNOCENT DAYS :: :: :: By Mick Dlllllle of RTE Sport

Lynchs
we had
in plenty
—even a

JACK
LYNCH—

but
Cottril?

i
foreigner
surely!

N that far-off innocence of our
youth with jts travel-restrict-
ed summers, when our horizons
were contracted by the scarcity
of petrol coupons and television
was unknown as a means of
bringing hurling and football into
our homes, our sole contact with
All-Ireland finals was dependent,
totally, on the golden voice of the
youthful Michael O’Hehir.

Even “radio” was not a word
we used then 1ip everyday
language and the “tranny” was a
yvoke still to be invented. No, in-
deed, the faithful old wireless
set, huge and majestic — and
somewhat awesome — connected
to the large dry-cell battery and
the acid-filled glass one it needed

to bring 1t to life, was the
medium through which we grew
familiar with the celebrated foot-
ball and hurling names Michael
rattled out at us.

Some of those names were
among the greatest ever-to grace
the Croke Park sward as O’Hehir
looked down on from his green,
wooden perch set between the
old Hogan stand and the long-
since demolised Long stand. But
one, in particular, fascinated
those of us reared in the Mid-
lands where we had never come
across gnyone called Cottril.

Lynchs we had in plenty —
even a Jack Lynch who was a
regular visitor to our home —
Murphys too (and some Cork
ones), the village had its own
Jim Young, but Cottril might
well have been a name from a
foreign land. Thinking back
now, I am not tog sure that we
might not have regarded as a far-
off,. if not foreign, land the
county of Cork, where Cottril was
a household name. Con Cottril
had won fame as Jack Lwnch’s
(theirs, not ours) midfield part-
ner in the AllIreland triumphs
of 1943 and 44,

Very frequently since those
distant times it has struck me
that one of the privileges sports
Jjournalism confers on its practi-
tioners is that it allows us meet
the illustrious plavers who were
the “giants” of our starry-eyed
youth, Because of my early fas-
cination with his name it gave
me special pleasure to spend
some time visiting Father Con
Cottril in Cork prior to the 1970
All-Ireland hurling final.

It was a delight to be in his
company. He talked about many
things: games and players, past
and present. But I still remember
the pride and pleasure with
which he drew my attention to

31

the fact that into the Cork panel
for the 1970 championship had
come the first member of the
Ballinhassig club since he him-
self had worn the red jersey in
the 1940s.

Nearly thirty years was a long
time for the small town of Ballin-
hassig, which lies about six miles
south of Cork city, to await being
listed again on a form team
alongside the mighty of hurling
like Glen Rovers, Blackrock and
the Barrs. But it was worth it,
surely, for Martin Coleman —
— now Cork’s regular goalkeep-
er, has brought his native place
many hurling honours Jjust as
Con Cottril did three decadeg be-
fore.

In late August 1970 Miartin was
stil] relatively unknown. He was
in the panel as understudy to
Paddy Barry and had only one
senior championship appearance
— the Alldreland semi-final a
few weeks previously when he
deputised for Barry against Lomn-
don in Limerick. Now, of course,
he is known from Cork to Cali-
fornia.

Perhaps, the place where they
might wish they had never heard
of him at all is county Wexford.
Assuredly he, and he alone in 3

® TO PAGE 33
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“Our sole contact with All-Ire-

land finals was dependent, total-

ly, on the golden voice of the
yvouthful Michael O’Hehir.”

T — - — =




e T

. T .

Aa.a. persondlity
Of the rmonth auaro

Congratulations to recent award winners:
Pat Kirby (Clare), Joe Byrne (Down),

Ignatius Clarke (Galway), Sean Stack (Clare),
Pat Hartigan (Limerick).




® FROM PAGE 31
way, deprived Wexford of at least
, draw in last year's final when
with amazing agility he got his
wurley to the blasting shot that
appeared to mMOSt of us to be
rocketing straight 10 the net from
Christy Keogh. Unquestionably 1t
was one of the great saves,
coming so close t0 full-time and
in a game oOf such importance,
of modern times — bracketed
alongside Art Foley’s save from
Christy Ring in the 1956 final —
and it deservedly earned him the
RTE Sport “Save of the Year”
trophy.

Coleman and Wextford had
crossed paths more than once in
his career. When he was reserve
goalkeeper 1o the 1967 Cork
minor team he collected his first
All-Treland medal when Wexford
were the beaten finalists. The
following year, though, when he
had become the regular keeper
Wexford won 213 to 3-7, but
Martin has his revenge in 1970
on many of the players in the
purple and gold whom he had
encountered as a Minor. That
year he was the under-21 goal-
keeper who prevented Wexttord
getting a goal when Cork won
5.17 to 0-8. His under-21 team-
mates included John Horgan, Pat

Just as Con
Cottril had
browght fame
to Ballinahassig
thirty vears
earlier, Martin
Coleman now
brings further
fame and glory
to the small

townland.

McDonnell, Pat Moylan, Brendan
Cummins, Seanie Leary and foot-
baller Jimmy Barrett and Wex-
ford opponents like Colm Doran,
Martin Quigley, Mick Butler and
Martin Casey he would face later
in senior ranks in two All-lre-
land finals.

Martin Coleman, 28 early last

]

month, is a carpenter by trade
and his brothers John K. and
Brendan have also worn the Cork
colours at hurling.

AN GUM

FOCLOIR
GAEILGE-BEARLA
An focléir nua Gaellge-
Réarla. Eagraithe ar mhodh
nua-aoiseach le brionna ma
bhfocal a scaradh 6 cheile go
rialta agus a n-usaid a 1éiriu
oo beacht le fluirse samplai
as an teanga bheo.
Foirmeacha caighdeanacha
de 50,000 focal agus
aitheantas do na foirmeacha
eile ata i gcaint na ndaoine.

£5.00

ENGLISH-IRISH
DICTIONARY:
Terminological Additions

and Corrections 30p

Aguisin do Fhoclolr Béarla-
Gaeilge na Roinne € seo, a
hhfuil ann téarmai nua
Gaeilge nach bhfuil san
fhocloir faoi 1athair agus
malairt téarmai ar chuid
djobh san ata san fhocloir.

TLe ceannach O

OIFIG DIiOLTA
FOILSEACHAIN RIALTAIS
An Stuara, Baile Atha Cliath 1
né tri aon dioltéir leabhar.

.

HANDBALL 8,xou

which has produced many cham-
pions over the years and has the
added distinction of bringing
home many titles in the ladies’
code. John Gallagher who works
meticulously for the game in the
county can foresee the day in the
non too distant future when a
few G.A.A. Clubs in Donegal will
build handball courts.

Various efforts have been made
to organise the game In Derry
and while nothing in the nature
of a productive result has yet
emerged, the fact that a coaching

course will be held shortly in the
county gives a ray of hope.

In Antrim handball fervour is
at fever pitch. Dick Murphy,
Bobby Maguire and Brendan Har-
vey, the county’s administrators,
have performed heroicaly m get-
ting the game organised on a
secure footing within the county.

Queen’s University is the hub
of activity and besides lauding
the players from the club for
their many successes on the play-
ing courts, it is nice to be able to
pay tribute to the Universities
Authorities for providing playing

33

facilities for the many new clubs
in the Belfast area.

Handball in Ulster vould ap-
pear to be spiralling towards a
new era of success,

One is confident that the mood
of progress which is so evident
in many counties will become
contagious and that eventually
the Province may be to the fore-
front in the fields of activity and
development.

We wish Chairman Mick Leddy
and Secretary Bobby Maguire
every success in bringing these
aspirations to fruifion.




iMian for man, this Cork

team is as good

as the ’52—’54 sides

LEAVING OUT RINGEY, OF COURSE

BY MOONDHARRIG

AVING put well behind them the humiliation of

National League demotion, (indeed that very
fact probably added edge to their championship
ambitions), Cork will come more than hopefully to
Croke Park on the first Sunday in September in
quest of their third successive senior hurling A]l-
Ireland.

In 1976 and 1977, what is largely the same side
got the better of Wexford, and against Wexford this
time they would again start warm favourites because
there is no reason to believe that this Cork side is
not as good, indeed it is ppossibly better than it was
a year ago. After all the three youngsters on the
side, Johnny Crowley, Dermot McCurtain and above
all Tom Cashman have matured and improved a
great deal since then and there is little cause to be-
lieve that any of their colleagues have fallen un-
duly through the twelve months since last All-Ireland
day.

In assessing Cork’s iAlldlreland chances, we can
forget about the League campaign, because rarely
was the side that took the field anywhere near full
strength. Yet once, before Christmas, they did show
their power and their pride, and that was against
Clare in the [League at Pairc Ui Chaoimh in the
early winter. That day, as I saw it, the Cork ]ads
went out to prove that they would have won the
1977 Munster final, irrespective of whether Jim
Power had been sent off or not, and they really
ran rings around Clare in the last fifteen minutes.

Indeed, looking back on it now, T am inclined t¢
believe that was the day when this year’s Munster
Final was lost and won. That day the Cork players
proved to themselves that they had the beating of
the Claremen at any time, and even though Clare

players themselves would be the last to admit it,
that I feel was the day when deep down, some of the
Bannermen may have been psychologically con-
vinced that, maybe, after all, they had not the beat-
ing of the Corkonians.

Certainly when you look back on it, it looked at
half-time in Semple Stadium on the last Sunday in
July as though there was then no way in which
Clare could fail to win their first Munster title since
1932. Against a fresh breeze, they had not only held
Cork to a two point lead but no opposing forward
had scored.

True, Cork had had much of the play, and had
shot 13 wides, but it’s the shots that go between
the posts that count. So Clare, the wind not quite so
strong, nor so directly behind them, still looked as
though the title was theirs for the taking.

But that was when the Cork lads showed their
true worth. Their defence completely dominated
the Clare Torwards, a switch between Pgat Movlan
and Tim Crowley led to an improved performance
by both men, while the introduction of Eamonn
O’'Donoghue seemed to make all the difference to
the Cork attack.

Indeed the real puzzle about the second half was
that Cork were still only two points in front at the
finish, a fact not entirely explained by the goal-keep-
ing of Seamus Durack, the wonderful hurling of
Ger Loughnane and the refusal of the Clare full
back line to panic.

Yet, looking back on Cork’s performance over the
entire game, there is plenty of room for improve-
ment. True, the defence was very solid from start
to stop. Martin Coleman was rarely troubled in
goal, Martin O’Doherty, uncertain enough against

b e
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CORK 1954 Back row
= A geannell (selec-

tor), D- Creedon, G,
O’'Riordan, J. Lyvons, D.
Hayes, M. Fuohy, G.
Murphy, ) L (Fox)
Collins (selector), J.
Barry (trainer).

Front row — E. Gould-
ing, W. J. Daly, T.
o’Shaughnessy, J. Clif-
ford, J. Hartnett, 22

Ring (capt.), P. Barry,
v. Twomey, W. Moore.

% K o ¥R K oo %

Clare the previous year, was unbeatable this time.

In the corners, John Horgan was his usual ebul-
lient self on the left, not to mention those four
invaluable first4half points from long-range frees
while Denny Burns proved a Vvery yvaluable deputy
for hamstrung Brian Murphy. In the half-backs
McCurtain and Johnny Crowley vied for top rating
and if Denis Coughlan has lost some of his speed he
is still a very elegant ball-player.

Cashman was the mid-field star, and, though 1t
took Tim Crowley a long time to get going he was
very effective when he did get in tune. 1 was very
disappointed with the showing of the forwards 1n
the first half of that Munster final. Jimmy Barry-
Murphy and Gerald McCarthy both were amazingly
ineffective, but both improved after the interval
without ever reaching top form. Mick Malone, a
late deputy for Seanie O'Leary, was obviously not
fully recovered from injury, so, assuming that
neither of these two might be fully fit by final day,
I would not be at all surprised to see Eamonn
O’Donoghue in the starting Jine up then. Certainly
both Ray Cummins and Charlie McCarthy seemed
to benefit greatly by his arrival.

One thing puzzled me about the tactics of the
Cork bench at Semple Stadium. Just when Pat
Movlan was beginning to hurl well they took him
off, but he is too great a player to leave on the side-
line. When they are all on song, there are no weak
jinks on this Cork team, and yet one recalls those
two other games at Thurles this year, both in the
League, first against Galway, then against Oftaly,
the first for a place in the knock-out stages, the
second a relegation battle, and on both occasions

they were well beaten.

But the championship is another story and that
third in a row must be very much on the cards, if
the forwards now play as well as the backs did at
Thurles.

How would 1 compare the present side with the
team that achieved the three In a row in 1952-3-4?
In one sense comparisons are impossible because
that team of the 50s had Christy Ring, and in those
Ringey was a host in himself.

That team of twenty-five years ago also had solid
defenders in Dave Creedon, John Lyons, Gerry
O’'Riordan, Matty Fuohy and Vin Twomey, Gerry
Murphy, God rest him was there through all three
victories at mid-field. But Ring had very able aides
‘n attack. Remember Willie John Daly, Glanmire
Paddy Barry, Josie Hartnett, Liam Dowling, Eamonn
Goulding, Johnny Clifford?

There are those who say those were ‘soft’ All-
Irelands. Maybe the first one Wwas soft enough
against a lack-lustre Dublin outfit but the medals
were not easily won either against Galway in 1953
or against Wexford 1n 1954. Tndeed I still believe
Wexford must have won that final had Nick O’Don-
nell not been forced to retire with a broken collar
bone +in the third guarter, even though Bobby
Rackard gave an exhibition thereafter when he went
back to full-back.

Still, Ring excepted, I feel that man for man the
present Cork Jine-up 1s a better all-round team than
the last winners of the three 1n a row. They will
definitely prove that impression of mine true 1if
they can succeed in winning a third successive title
for themselves.

.—’
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PMPA can offer
big advantages
onyour
home protection

insurance

HOME CONTEMNTS VALUABLES

&y i @

£2.75 per £1,000

£1.25 per £1.,000

PMPA is now equipped to handle all your
personal insurance needs with a new
comprehensive service that provides the same
unrivalled expertise and economy that made
PMPA Ireland’s leading motor insurers.

PMPA GIVES THE BEST COVER AT LESS COST

Check your present insurance cover against these
special PMPA features:

@ Building claims settled on Full Reinstatement
Basis,

@ Contents’ claims settled on a ‘new-for-old’
Basis.

@ Cover on Index Linked Basis.
@® Accidental Damage Cover on Contents
(Optional).

- PMPA can provide you with first-class
Insurance cover for less money. Send the
coupon now for details without committing
yourself in any way.

CARAVANSETC. PERSONAL ACCIDENT HOLIDAYS

Please send me information on your Personal Insurance
Policies as applicable to the basic details | submit below:

Name
(Block letters)

Address

Phone Motor Policy No. (if any)

Basic Details:
Buildings: £

Contents: £

Caravan: £

Other (specify): £

Post to: General Insurance, PMPA [nsurance Co. Ltd,,
Wolfe Tone House, Dublin 1. Tel: 786044
or your nearest PMPA office.

P.V.P.A.

INSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED

o ¥

@® Trade Property
® Loss of Profit

SHOP PROTECTION P.M.P.A. Insurance Company Limited
Offering a most comprehensive insurance policy
for the Irish shopkeeper

@ Legal Liabilities
® Personal Accident
Assault Cover

® Household Contents
® Personal Liabllity.

Write_/-Phbne: General Insurance, P.M.P.A. Insurance Co. Ltd.,
Wolte Tone House, Dublin, 1. Telephone 786044.

Or contact:
Office.

Your nearest

P.M.P.A. Insurance Company



CAMOGIE AFFAIRS

S this is being written we do
not yet know who the Cam-
ogie finalists will be as the semi-
finals, betwen Wexford and
Dublin and Cork and Clare, were
scheduled for the second half of
August. On the form to date,
Cork and Wexford seem the most
likely finalists but we have had
a number of surprises in the
championship already, and who
is to sav that these will not con-
tinue?

For instance, in the National
[Leagne earlier in the summer,
Tipperary scored an easy win
over Clare and Galway defeated
Cork, y=t in the championship
quarter-finals, Cork scored an
easy win over Galway while Clare
reversed the League verdict over
Tipperary.

In the other end of the draw,
the results were also slightly
surprising. Kilkenny, who had
defeated Wexford with something
to spare in last year's All-Ireland
final, failed rather badly to the
Wexford girls in the opening
round of the current champion-
ship. But then this Kilkenny side,
despite having won three of the
last four All-Irelands, are always
most vulnerable in their first
game of the campaign.

In the other early game Lime-
rick, last year’s junior champions,
and unbeaten in three League
outings, were confidently expect-
ed to advace when Dublin came
+o visit them, but had to give best
after the most exciting match of
the competition {o date.

So, between the four remaining
teams in the senior grade all is
still to play for, but the odds

seem to favour a Wextord v
Cork final. If that does come to
pass, Wexford would have to be
favourites on the form-book as
they defeated Cork in the League
final in the Spring, admittedly at
a Wexftord venue,

However, Cork are the only
county with a chance of bringing
off something never yet achieved,
a Triple Crown of Camogie cham-
pionships, senior, junior and minor
since there are Leeside teams, as
I write, in all three semi-finals.
But what has been very good to
see is the great improvement of
such counties as Roscommon, who
won the Connacht minor title,
and Wicklow who have put up
some very fine performances in
the junior grade in Leinster.

Also, although they failed in
two finals, no county in the North
have given a better account of
themselves in recent times than
Monaghan.

But that, I find, is the big dif-
ference nowadays and what the
game was a couple of decades
ago. The over-all standards have
improved out of all knowledge.
While the number of counties
who have won the All-Ireland
senior title is still limited to five,
Dublin, Cork, Antrim, Wexford
and Kilkenny, it is interesting to
note that, although these last two
counties only began the break-
through for the first time in 1368,
Wexford and Kilkenny between
them have won six of the last
ten All-Irelands.

At junior level, the evenning-up
of standards is even more oOb-
vious as in the same decade In
addition to Dublin and Cork,
Clare, Limerick, Derry, Down ana
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Galway have all brought home
the title.

This amply demonstrates the
wonderful effect coaching, at
both adult and Colleges level,
has achieved especially in 1m-
parting the basic skills of the
game to juveniles even in non-
hurling areas. And that, I think,
is the fundamental difference be-
tween the countryside aspect of
the game today and what
Camogie was in its early days.

Then many of the great stars
of the game were girls who had
learned their skills from hurling
to and fro with their brothers
and neighbours.

Many of the great stars of the
past would, of course, have been
equally effective in any era, one
recalls in particular such greats
of the early competitive days as
Maura Gill of Dublin, Peggy
Morris of Galway, Lil Kirby of
Cork and Kathleen Hanratty of
Louth, but they too often seemed
to carry the weight of a whole
team on their individual skills.

And that is where, perhaps,
Camogie has improved most of
all, in the vast improvement in
team-work, combination and the
blending together of individual
skill with united effort from every
player on the side.

Brilliant stars there still are on
every county side, but, thanks to
good coaching most of these
players on the successful teams
do not have to play a lone hand
now. They play for the team, and
the rest of the team equally plays
for them. The National Coaching
courses have therefore had a
major role in making Camogie a
truly national game.
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SOME time ago I took driving

lessons and as you all un-
doubtedly know they eventually
lead to the “Test.” I hate that
word, why should anyone have
to endure a test. I suppose its
the only real way to separate
the sheep from the goats
though mind you there must be
something amiss somewhere
because the few strays still
manage to get through. Any-
way I had the application form
in my bag for months and it
was only when they put a halt
to my “provisional” gallop that
I eventually sent off my form.
It’s a funny thing but 1 hate
filling up forms. There’s some-
thing terrible upsetting about
giving ones track record with-
out really giving it 1if you
know what I mean. Having
posted the form I promptly
forgot about it and I think the
powers that be did likewise be-
cause it was ages and ages be-
fore I heard from them again.
Not that I had too many sleep-
less nights over that, but every-
one else seemed intent on driv-
ing me to distraction over the
whole business.

Eventually the word came to re-
port at a given location at four
o’clock on a certain Friday
evening, Well when 1 saw the
day they picked I nearly passed
out. Anyvone who  drives

through Dublin on a Friday
and survives deserves to be
given the Freedom of the City.
Unfortunately most survivors
would be in no fit condition to
accept such an honour. You
see they are worn out from rol-
ling the window up and down
to shout or throw a fist at the
fellow cutting in gnd out of
lanes.

It was pelting rain the day

of the Test, I went to work
that morning but I was most
il] at ease. I told a couple of
the pals about my pending
trial. They were rather amus-
ed and one of them said she
could never imagine me driv-
ing. That, I needn’t tell you,
boosted my confidence enor-
mously but I said nothing.
Word filtered through the
ranks and by the time dinner
hour came I had had several
well wishers. They were all get-
ting their kicks at my expense
but T was determined to keep
the good side out. Of course
there was no end to the goings
on inside my head. I had all
kinds of wild imaginings. What
would happen if g young one
on a bike wobbled across in
front of me or if I didn’t notice
the old lady with the carton of
milk stepping on to the pedes-
trian crossing. That was bad
enough but the thought of the
big articulated trucks — sure
vou could disappear under one
of them and the driver
wouldn’t even notice the bump.
Oh TI'd probably be dug out,
head first, in Awustralia but
what when the Driving School
start looking for their car. It
was all too much — horse
power should be left with the
horses, it’s so much safer that
way.

I came back to the flat at dinner

time and rang the school to
confirm that I would be col-
lJecting their car. The fellow
there was all for taking the
car there and then and getting
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a practice run. Ah now there
was no way I could endure
that. The Lord knows I was
bad enough as things were
but I couldn’t risk asking the
nervous system to withstand
any extras. I decided to get out
of the flat, my own company
wasn’t at all congenial. 1
went down to a nearby restaur-
ant for lunch. Lunch how are
you, the very look of food
made me turn the other way.
I settled for the pot of tea and
toast and sat down with my
paper. Soon I was joined by a
nice gentleman who top pro-
ceeded to read. He got tired of
that and after a couple of sighs
he announced it was a miser-
able day. I immediately agreed
with him but couldn’t help
wondering if I might be seeing
the best of it.

Funny tog the way people start

talking. He asked me where 1
worked and I told him. Ah he
said, you're very lucky, I'm re-
dundant myself. I felt sorry
for the poor devil really be-
cause he wag Dy no means an
old man. He said being out ot
work made him very useless.
I could have told him that I
felt that way all the time, but
I feared he might think T was
being facetious. We chatted
away then about the terrible
cost of everything and as for
the Government — well, we
both agreed on their worth. I
was just beginning to see the
funny side when I was ground-
ed once more. You know, he
said, I envy you, there You
are without a care in the world.
Now I ask you how is that for
cheek. Before I got a chance
tg recover he was standing up
to go. 'Goodbye now, he said,
and enjoy the rest of the day.
I will indeed, said I, tongue 1n
cheek but smiling away to the
bitter end. Just my luck . . .

How is it I never get anyone

to listen to my troubles. I saw
® TO PAGE 41
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someone else coming. INow if
this woman sits in here Il
get in first with my woes. True
rg form she sat accross the
table from me. She had two
kids with her and obviously
was after doing the shopping
2t the Supermarket next door.
One of the bags was a string
one and when she left it down
the contents spilled over onto
the floor. Tins of peas and
beans and all kinds of niceties
rolled under the chairs and she
detailed the young fellow to
retrieve them. He did that and
was rewarded with a plate of
chips. They were all grand
and 'quiet and minding their
own business for about five
minutes., Can I have my car
mammy, asked the younger fel-
low, and the Mammy duly
picked up her handbag and pro-
duced a little toy car. "T'was
one of those friction ones
which he ran up and down the
the table with alarming de-
termination.

Did he really have to rub it in.

Wiy couldn’'t he have brought
Cowboys and Indians, even a
gun, anything but a car. Of
course the young fellow mwas
as happy as Larry. The mother
saw me looking at him so 1
decided [M'd better say some-
thing. I assumed a real casual
air, nodded my head in the dir-
ection of the car and said
“That reminds me, T'm doing
my test this evening”. Such
nerve — there was I in bits
and nearly pretending 1 need-
ed a reminder about the test.
Oh, she said isn’t it well fTor
you, I'd love to e able to
drive. She proceeded then to
te]l me how she always wanted
to learn to drive and to swim.
Now what the connection be-
tween the two activities might
be is something I failed to fig-
ure out. Maybe it’s the idea of
deep water, T don’t know, Any-
way like the man before her
she ended wup telling me she
envied me as well so T de-

cided I must really be far bet-
ter off than I realised. Time
was moving on and I had to do
likewise,

went down to the school and
collected the car. The fellow
who put in his Purgatory teach-
ing me the tricks of the trade
accompanied me to the centre.
You know, he said, I've every
confidence in you. I thought
that was real nice of him
— another fellow would
tell the truth and be. finished
with it. The centre is a dreary
looking haunt. You'd think
they’d paint over that awtul
drab grey on the outside and a
few flowers on the window-
ledges wouldn’t go astray
either. The inside was even
worse. The decor left a lot to
be desired. There were long
faded chipped benches along
the wall from which many
were called but few got up. I
had the Rules of the Road (or
the Quiz Book if you prefer)
in my bag and I was wondering
if I should have a last bash
at mixing them al] up together.
I could see yellow lines and
white lines and crossings of
various swipes and stripes.
They were gzll in a right mess
but it was too late at this stage
to sort them out. I might
as well wait and hope for the
best. Anyway, the most 1mpor-
tant thing is to keep the com-
posure—people who give them-
selves away are not always
charitable.

My name was called and I sprung

forward. My bag fell out of my
hand — it must have been the
shock of hearing the sound of
my own name, I picked it up
and gripped tight this time —

anything at all to hang on to

was g help. T sat across from
the examiner. To give him his
due though, he was alright. At
least, with the questions, 1 felt
he did his best to entice the
right answer from Ime. Having
got over the first hurdle we set
off on the real mission. I got
into the car first and then your
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man sat in. I checked to see
that his door was closed pro-
perly but forgot to check my
own. Imagine the confusion it
I had to explain how 1 lost my-
self. Anyway, we were ready
for the off. I turned on the en-
gine, looked in my mirror and
over my shoulder. 1 let out the
clutch and pressed the accele-
rator. It conked out but we de-
finitely moved. I ftried again.
This time we took off — the
handbrake really makes all the
difference! We motored on.

My first bit of difficulty presented

itself when I tried to Cross a
main road. T could see a <car
coming but with the rain it
was difficuly to establish how
near it was. What should I do?
1 decided to take the chance
and I crossed over in front of
him. Well the oncomer was not
at al] impressed. He flashed
lichts and hooted for all his
worth. This is it mate, I said to
myself, if Pal Joey 1s in a bad
twist now vou can forget about
it. T was going to say some-
thing but the best way to save
face is to keep the bottom half
Jhut. We kept on going. 1 was
told to turn right and left and
go straight on—rthat’s the worst
of these fellows, they can never
make up their own minds. Af-
ter that, we had a session go-
ing around in circles and I had
a three point turn, a hill start,
and a reverse around a COrner.
I was doing remarkably well —
could it ever be that my luck
was turning. We met a dog
who made life a little difficult
for me till he hopped back on
to the footpath. The time flew
and the next thing T recognised
was the centre. We were back
where it all started, Park
here now, he said and I obliged
without taking anything with
me. We went inside. He filled
in a form and asked me to
sign along the dotted line. I
couldn’t believe it. I thanked
him profusely and disappeared
before he could change his
mind.
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JOHN HORGAN

Cork’s blonde bombshell is in

tremendous form. Kilkenny take note.

HEN a depleted Cork team

triumphed over adversity to
take their fourth consecutive
Munster title at the expense of
League champions, Clare, in July,
they showed, in a tense southern
decider, that their sights are set
squarely on a third sucessive All-
Ireland victory.

Although the Munster final
did not produce the expected
hurling treat, 1t was nevertheless,
a2 notable achievement for the
I,eesiders. They entered the game
without the services of Sean
O'Leary and Brian Murphy and,
when their usually brilliant for-
ward line hit 13 wides in the first
half, Cork looked most precar-
iously positioned with only a two-
point lead at the interval and a
strong breeze to face in the
second half,

After the respite, however, the
Corkmen emerged transformed,
to produce a display filled with
courage, determination and skill
and went on to retain their pro-
vincial title. In the process they
emphasised what a fine side they
are, possibly better mow than
when they took All-Ireland hon-
ours in 1976 and '77. 1 say this
for a number of reasons.

Most observers would agree
that Cork’s successes in recent
times have been due largely to
the brilliance of their forwards.
The genius of attackers like Ray
Cummins, Jimmy Barry-Murphy,
Charlie McCarthy, Sean O’Leary
and Gerald McCarthy is acknow-
ledged as the main reason why
Cork have managed to stay in
front of counties like Clare, Kil-

By Noel Horgan

kenny, Wexford and Galway in
the competitive and finely bal-
anced hurling world of today.

Seanie O’Leary, a hugh loss

These are the hurlers who have
made Cork a great rather than a
good team. Yet iIn the Munster
final the Cork forward line did
not excel. Sean O’Leary was a
huge loss, Jimmy Barry-Murphy
and Gerald McCarthy were below
form, ‘Charlie McCarthy was
tightly marked by Clare’s John
McMahon and while Ray Cum-
mins had a great second half and
was as creative as ever through-
out the game, his promptings
were not always availed of by
his fellow forwards.

So the Cork followers turned
to other sectors to see them
through. And the Leeside rear-
guard and midfielders rose to
the occasion in splendid style
with Tom Cashman, above all,
displaying tremendous artistry.
Cork’s form in the Munster final
proved that there is a maturity
and balance about the team that
make it difficult to see them fail-
ing to retain their All-Ireland
CTOWI.

The forward division is un-
likely to be as subdued again and
the defence has proven itself a
tightly-knit and compact unit
capable of holding the most
vaunted forwards.

Young players like Dermot
McCurtain and John Crowley
have come up from the underage
ranks to make the successful
transition to the senior grade.
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McCurtain 1s a brililantly con-
sistent wing-back and Crowley a
pivot who, having mastered such
notables as Wexford’s Martin
Quigley and Galway’s John Con-
nolly in last year’s championship
and Clare’s Noel Casey this year,
must be regarded as one of the
best centre-backs in the game.
Completing the half back line is
the stylish veteran, Denis Cough-
lan, whose superb displays in the
last two Allldreland finals are
still vivid In the memories of
hurling purists.

Behind them, the brilliant and
in my view, under-rated E(}I‘HETj
back John Horgan is in tremen-
dous form at the moment and
has excelled 1in both Cork’s cham-
pionship games this year. Martin
Doherty, after seasons of un-
certainty, emerged last year as
a top-class full-back, while new-
comer Denis Burns showed at
right-full back in the Munster
final that he is also a defender
of rare ability,

ADDED ADVANTAGE

Goalkeeper Martin Coleman
has been suspect on occasions but
he can also be outstanding as
Wexford know to their cost, while
his lengthy pucks-out are of great
benefit to the forwards. In the
second half of the Munster final
for instance, Coleman’s dEliveri
ies against the wind landed well
beyond midfield and were vital
to Cork’s success,

At midfield Cork have 21-year-
old Tom ':'n'-ilS'h]f{I‘J:'lIl:| the son of

® TO PAGE 52
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CASHMAN AND CROWLEY

COULD GIVE

CORK THE

EDGE AT MID-FIELD

BY NEIL McCAVANA

NY team with a progressive

midfield has much going for
it. Admittedly, the long puck-out
in hurling can by-pass the cen-
tre field men and, as a result,
there are those who will argue
that it is more important to have
class and power at the back and
up front these days, rather than
in the middle of the park.

The fact remains, however,
that long puck out or not, many
vital exchanges take place
around the middle of the park
in every match . . . exchanges
that frequently have a vital bear-
ing in shaping the eventual out-
come. Certainly, it 1s in any
team’s best interests to have the
men on hand with the qualifi-
cations necessary to make a
worth-while impact in  the
centre.

And, if the midfielders have
also the flair to slot in effort-
lessly as well during any match
either as attackers or backs and
the ability to help out in defence
or up front while looking after
their own area of play, then, so
much the better.

The point could well be ham-
mered home yet again by Cork
during their bid to bring up a
rare hattrick of All-Ireland
senior titles. No one who has
followed their days of mixed
fortunes in recent times, rang-
ing from last year’s successtul
defence of the Liam McCarthy
Cup, to League relegation last

spring, and back agam to a
fourth Munster crown in a row,
will seriously dispute that the
Leesiders are better served than
most in centre field talent.

Tn renewing their efficient
partnership against Clare, Tom
Cashman and Tim ICrowley did
much to shatter the [Banner
County’s bright dreams of a rare
glory day. They may not have

T. CROWLE

dominated the scene during the
first half, but Cashman was par-
ticularly prominent, while Crow-
ley also got through much use-
ful work.

In the second half Crowley
emphasised his versatility by
showing up well on his transfer
to right half forward, while
Cashman continued to pull his
weight in the centre in splendid
fashion, so much so, that many
made him the man of the match.

The Munster decider was the
first game this year at home
that this talented twosome lined
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up in the centre for Cork since
a dismal day at Thurles back
in April when Offaly sent the
All-Ireland senior champions
plunging to National League
relegation.

The careers of this pair pro-
vide an interesting contrast in
the fickle fortunes of sport.
Crowley was 25 when he won
the first of his two Munster sen-
ior championship medals in July
of last year, while Cashman was
not even 20 when he took his
place the same day among the
provincial senior medalists.

That Munster decider of 1977,
in fact, marked the first time
that this pair lined up in the
centre for Cork in senior champ-
ionship play. But, both had play-
ed with the premier county side
before that.

Crowley is a solid, progressive
worker, with a thundering shot.
A member of the Newcestown
club, he stands over six foot,
and, like so many more in the
top grade, he has graduated to
the big time from the Colleges’
and under-age inter-county ranks.

It was at midfield that he won
his first All-Ireland medal, That
was at under-21, and his power-
packed hurling in the area was
one of the best features of the
1973 national success by Cork.
He appeared in the half-forward
line with the county senior side,
before taking over at midfield in
last year’s Munster final, and it
was there that he also helped
the county to retain the All-Ire-
land crown last September. That
was his first senior final appear-
ance.

Tom Cashman,

arare talent

The stylish ‘Cashman must
rank as one of the most exciting
young talents to arrive on the

@ TO PAGE 61
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to the summit they scored very
efficiently, and Eddie Crowley,
Pierce Phelan and Mick Heffer-
nan, in particular, have featured
prominently among the scorers.

The defence, with towering
pivot Pat Gannon, Leo Hennessy,
who is brother of senior half back,
Joe, and O’Hara, setting a high
standard, is very dependable, and
I have been impressed by Willie
Walshe and Johnny Moriarty in
the centre of the park.

Kilkenny, then, have what it
takes all round to make a power-
ful bid to retain the title. If they
are successftul they will join Cork
on second place in the All-Ireland
winners ranking with twelve
crowns. Tipperary lead with 13
titles.

Can the Leinster boys do it?
I'm not so sure. I feel that their
strong framework from last year
gives Cork a vital edge, and for
this reason, plus the tremendous
scoring potential they have, 1
tancy that the southern cham-
prons will come out on top this
time.

The winners receive “The Irish
Press” Cup, and Kilkenny carve
out a slice of history if they re-
fain the title. That would result
in their name going on the trophy
for the ninth time, a distinction
not yet achieved by any county.

Tipperary, who were the first
winners of the Cup in 1949, and
Kilkenny share leadership in re-
gard to trophy wins with eight
each.

Cork are in line to take the Cup
for the eighth time. The firsi
year their name went on the
plinth was 1951,

Cork were the first winners of
the All{Ireland minor hurling
championship, beating Dublin in
a replay in 1928, Their last glory
was 1n 1974,

Kilkenny lost their debut in
the concluding round in 1930,
and went all the way the follow-
ing year. They last won two titles
In succession in 1972-73.
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The Kilkenny team that defeated Cork in the thunder and lightning
Langton? The first reader to correctly identify this pair

and Jimmy

SEPTEMBER 3rd-a fateful day?

By MICK DUNNE RTE Sport

OR the majority of over
60,000 hurling enthusiasts
September 3 means nothing other
than the first Sunday of the
month and the day they must be
in Croke Park again, but there
are others who will see it as
something more than a date on
the calendar. The coincidence of
All-Ireland Day falling on Sep-
tember 3 once more may well
have brought a stab of unpleas-
ant memory, if not the merest
fwinge of anxiety, to Corkonians,
An Taoiseach, Jack Lynch, and
Dr. Jim Young, and Kilkennymen
Paddy Grace and Jimmy Langton
as they set their minds on Sep-
tember 3 to be in (Croke Park
for the finals.
All four have been in the sta-
dium before on a Sevntember 3 —

although each one in circum-
stances different to this year’s
appearance —and no one of
them will recall it as a day when
“God was in His Heaven and all
was right with the world.” Things
were far, indeed, from being
right with the world on All-
Ireland Day 1939, the first time
Kilkenny and Cork met in a
September 3 final, and evell
Grace and [Langton —members
of a victorious team that day —
will not recall it with the hap-
piest of memories.

It is a safe bet that An Taois-
each was struck with the sig-
nificance of the date when he
pencilled-in the All-Ireland final
for September 3 among the num-
erous engagements in his packed
diary, His thoughts were bound
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final of 1939. Can you spot Paddy Grace

T B, - o
SN, o e, e s

will win a (sur) prize.

to have turned back over the
decades to the day he first cap-
tained a Cork team in an All-
Ireland final and, being a poli-
tician, he must have reflected
what an ominous day that Sep-
rember 3 was for previous gener-
ations of pﬂl-'iti'ﬂian-s—abrﬂad
and here at home—as he pre
pared to lead the 1939 Cork team
onto Croke Park. For September
3, 1939, was a day that —in one
way or other — touched all of our
lives.

For months the war clouds
hung dark and low over Europe;
diplomatic note followed ultima-
tum across the continent and on
the very day Dbefore the All-
Ireland final — although one, of
course, had nothing to do with

® TO PAGE 57
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Under-age talent in abundance

By MICK DUNNE, RTE Sport

VEN without the ‘help of

hindsight it would not be
siretching credibility too far
to argue that there was an inevi-
tability about Cork and Kilkenny
being this year’s All-Ireland
finalists. Their achievements in
the present decade all but guar-
anteed they would be in Croke
Park on the first Sunday in
September.

As far as championships have
been concerned so far in the
1970s, they were the only coun-
ties to matter, An examination
of the records reveals that they
have almost monopolised hurling
between them.

To date in this decade they
have three senior championships
each — Cork being champions in
1970 and for the past two years;
Kilkenny having taken the title
in 1972, '74 and '75. Indeed only
two championships in this period
have gone outside Cork or Kil-
kenny —the 1971 title to Tip-
perary and the 1973 one to
Limerick.

But even more significant —
and very relevant to their appear-
ance in this year’s senior decider
—is the regularity with which
they appropriated almost every
title in the wunder-age competi-
tions. Thus far in the Seventies
there have been 16 champion-
ships between under-21 and
minor and all but TWO have
gone to Cork and Kilkenny: the
1972 under-21 championship won
by Galway and the 1976 minor
title captured by Tipperary.

The remaining 14 have been
split evenly between Kilkenny
and Cork. Under-21 champion-
ships were won by Cork in 1970,
71, 73 and 76 and they took the
minor titles of 1970, ’71 and ’74.
Kilkenny won the under-21 in
1974, °75 iand last year and the

minor grade in 1972, ’73, ’75 and
'77. Hardly any others got a look-
in. The relevance of those facts
to the senior final of 1978 must
be suggested to you with a strik-
ing i1mpact.

Unless each member of the
under-age teams in the two
counties over the past eight years

KIERAN
BRENNAN

Kilkenny

DERMOT
McCURTAIN

Cork

MURT
KENNEDY
Kilkenny

immediately took off for the most
isolated deoths of darkest Africa
both 'Cork and Kilkenny must
have been positively assured of
a vast pool of young hurhng
talent. Even if only half of those
minors and under-2ls remained
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active in the game there had to
be a great reservoir into which
the senior selectors could cast
their lines for promising young
stars.

Which, of course, has been the
case. And no better examples
with Cork than Dermot McCur-
tin and Tom Cashman, who made
it quickly from the lower grades
onto the senior team and con-
tributed very pertinently to last
year's Alldreland triumph at
senior level. Similarly with Kil-
kenny. This has been underlined
more than once in the current
championship by the displays of
their splendid half-backs, who are
still in their early 20s —Joe
Hennessy, Ger Henderson and
Richie Reid.

At 24 centre half-back Hender-
son, carrying on a tradition
established with such distinction
over many years by his older
brother, Pat, is the most experi-
enced of the three. He was a
substitute on the 1975 [Senior
team that won Kilkenny’s 20th.
title and he came in as left half-
back alongside Pat later that year
before taking over the centre late
in 1976.

Yet, when Kilkenny played,
and lost to, Cork in the 1972
minor final Ger was only a sub-
stitute, but two years later he
was right half-back on the under-
71 team that beat Waterford in
the final and he was in the No. 5
berth again a year later when

Kilkenny beat Cork in the
decider.
All three, in fact, won All-

Ireland medals in finals against
Cork. Joe Hennessy, who got his
minor medal as right half-back
in the 1973 final against Galway,
was the right half-forward in the

@ TO PAGE 59
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CROSSWORD

CLUES ACROS3S

5__Knocknagoshel man at left half-back in the
historic Polo Grounds final. (1, 5)

8—Veteran Offaly hurler with years of success-
ful scoring behind him. (1, 1, 8)

9—All-Star goalkeeper. (6)

10—Home of The Fenians Hurling Club. (9)

12—Galway hurler—with Dutch connections. (7)

14—The atmosphere of defeat though 1t starts
with a quick goal. (5)

15—Do this over opponents who fail to field. (4)

18— Kildare S.H. champions, (4, 2)

21—Free passage to the next round. (3)

73__Has taken over where his elder brother left
off for Kilkenny. Initials. (1, 1)

24—Briefly refer to. (2)
25— Where St. John's is a champion club. (7)
27—Lore that fits one to play a part. (4)

28— To do so is human, but seldom forgiven in
games. (3)

30— Often partnered Ray Carolan at centre-field
for Cavan. (6)

32— Arrange with O.C. for a haughty sense of
superiority. (9)

34—For a good hurling pitch the grass should be
treated by an M.D. with a mitre. (7)

35—Nearly a duel for what is properly owed. (3)

36—Came out of retirement in 1977 for Tipper-
ary. (4)

37—Result of the game before the replay. (5)

38—One of the many who have played for Slige—
John, P.J., or Mattie, for instance. (7)

CLUES DOWN

1—Top-scoring Galway hurler. (1, 1, 6)

27— Waterford and Munster
hurling. (1, 6)

3—Select an upper-class of players. (5)

4—H. was a half-back for Westmeath hurlers. (4)
5—Brought by the final whistle. (3)

6—Usually the month for Congress. (5)
7 Well-known Limerick referee. (1, 7)

corner-back 1n

By PERMUTER

6 7

Elllllll
WIIEI=II
lllll “agl
.
g am_
.
dnln_ .
=
-
% |

20

33

11—Main winter compettition for hurlers. (1, 1, 1)

12__One of a number who play for Austin Stacks.
(7)

16—Regan seems overcome with an emotion, (3)

17—Young Waterford and Munster hurler sadly
forced into retirement with a knee injury.

Initials. (1, 1)
19— An Irish race — cycle or otherwise. (3)
20— Equipment all the rage. (4)
71—St. Vincent’s goalie, a sub. for Dublin. (7)

7~__An increase in size suffered by the * ‘square”
some time ago. (3)

72__A Clare All-Star. Initials, (1, 1)

75 The Park at Loughrea is named after St. ——
(7).

76— Such a one fits in with his colleagues on the
side. (4, 3)

70— G.A.A. or a Roscommon midfielder, (5)

30—Do you get ten points if you put the ball in
it going backwards? (3)

31—Kildare colours. (5)
32__Putting an advertisement in creates a noise
like a raucous crowd. (1, 3)

® SCLUTION PAGE 63
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® FROM PAGE 43
former goalkeeper, Migk. Last
year Tom became the youngest
hurler ever to receive an All-
Star award but his superb dis-
play of hurling gkill in this year’s
Munster final surpassed anything
he produced in the past. Many
people now rate the Blackrock
man as the best midfielder in the
game today.

The 'Cork attack on form can
be really devastating. The great

Ray Cummins 1s the orchestrator
ensuring with his clever distri-
bution that most of Cork’s sweet-
est movements revolve around
him; veteran and captain Charlie
McCarthy is the opportunist cap-
able of grabbing the half-chance,
Sean O’Leary possesses the indi-
vidual flair, strength and skill to
snatch the inspirational score
while lethal Jimmy Barry-Murphy
is blessed with the wuncanny
knack of being in the right place

at the right time to make score.
taking look very simple.

Add in names like Tim Crow-
ley, Pat Moylan, Mick Malone,
Eamonn O’Donoghue and the ex-
tremely versatile Gerald McCar.
thy and ome realises the wealth
of forward talent Cork possesses.
With a fine blend of youth and
experience on the team, the Lee-
siders appear to be stronger and
better balanced now than at any
time during the past few years.




@ FROM PAGE 21
Cody slotting home 2-2 from his
new full forward role, and Liam
O’'Brien also in sharpshooting
form, finishing with nine points,
swept away to a handsome 16
points victory — 217 to 1-4.

The Leinster final with a Wex-
ford side that was chasing a hat-
irick of provincial crowns was a
real thriller, The holders held a
point lead at the interval, but
Billy Fitzpatridk got through ten
minutes into the second half for
a vital first goal for Kilkenny.

The challengers were then on
their way, and, although they had
to battle hard all the way, they
eventually regained the title on a

b
[

SEtia
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RICHIE
REID

KILKENNY’S FORMIDABLE HALF-BACK LINE

i GR :
HENDERSON

R R

JOE
HENNESSY

2-16 to 1-16 scoreline, and so be-
came Leinster champions for the
47th time.

Much of the credit for that

e
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success went to a power-packed
half back line of Joe Hennessy,
Ger Henderson and Richie Reid,
and to Mick Crotty, wiho was in-
troduced to the attack at the
start of the second half.

The All-Ireland semi-final drew
a splendid attendance of 16,299
to Croke Park, and saw Kilkenny
build up an early six point lead,
went on to an eleven points ad-
vantage at one stage before the
interval, and then withstood a
strong second half rally by the
Connacht champions to eventual-
ly get home by 4-20 to 4-13.

Once again Kilkenny's half
back line had a big say in shap-
ing the victory effort, while Liam
O'Brien and Billy Fitzpatrick
were others to i1mpress for the
Leinster champions.

Kilkenny scored 8-53 (77
points) in their three match pro-
gsramme, and they had 6-33 (5l
points) scored against them.

Liam O’Brien tops their scoring
chart with 1-17 from ‘three
games, while Brian Cody, in his
latest role at full forward, has
been finding the target so well
that he takes second place with
3.5. Matt Ruth, with 34, comes
next for Kilkenny.

Of the team that beat Galway,
Noel Skehan, Fan Larkin, Brian
Cody, then at left full back,
Frank Cummins, Liam O’Brien,
Mick Crotty, Billy Fitzpatrick
and Mick Brennan were in the
squad that won the 1975 All-
Ireland senior championship.
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1887 TO 1977
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1906
1907
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1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916

Quoting Maurice Davin "the G
point at which it can be de
times peculiar to our race s
Celtic festival, say every five years’'.

of fifty of lreland’s outstanding
sequently, t
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athletes,
here was no All-Ireland Champi
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veloped into an instituti
hould be made a prelude to an exhib
The Association’s first Presi
which included the cream
onship contest
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CORK
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1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967

1968

1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977

aclic Athletic Association is now an established fact
on most beneficial to the country’’. ''Games and pos-
ition of our industries at an international
dent led the U.5. I nyasion’’ with a party
of the country’s hurling talent. Con-
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® FROM PAGE 29

SCORING FEATS

1. 2-11. 2. Ned Buggy (Wex-
ford) with 1-4. 3, Tony Doran. 4.
Yes, one point. 5. Four, Kilkenny
2-22; Galway 2-10.

PERSONALITY PARADE

1. Sean Foley. All the rest cap-
tained All-Ireland senior title
winning teams. 2. Tony Mabher,
right full, and Paddy Barry,
goalie, in Cork’s 1970 outfit
3. Willie Rackargd (Wexford) and
Willie John Daly (Cork). 4.
Centre half, 5. Paddy Johnston
(Kilkenny), 19786.

PROFILE

1. Nick O’Donnell. 2. Kilkenny,
3. Wexford. 4. 1955 and 1960, 5.
Full back.

GOLDEN OLDIES

1. Three. Cork beat Kilkenny in
a second replay. 2. Tipperary. 3.
That was the only hurling final
since 1912 played outside of
Croke Park. The venue was Kil-
larney, and at that time the
Cusack Stand was being erected.
4. 1949, 1952 and 1969. 5. Kerry
may have caught you out here,
but they won the 1891 title, so the
answer is “True.”

PAIRING

1. John Connolly, top left, who
was Galway’s captain in 1975, 2.
Seamus Horgan, bottom right, who
brought off a superb save at the
expense of a point in the sixth
minute of the second half in
Limerick’s 1973 win over KjlL
kenny. 3. Frank Cummins, bot-
tom left, who played in an AlJl
Ireland football final with Bel.
camp O.M.I., Dublin, in 1965, 4.
Niall Mclnerney, a native of Six.
milebridge, who was in Galway’s
1975 team.



@ FROM PAGE 47

the other — our newspapers 1n-
formed US that Britain and
France had sent their final de-
- mand to Hitler.

But late Sunday morning, when
the thousands of Kilkenny and
Cork supporters were making
their way to Dublin for the two
finals — they were in both minor
and senior then just as now —
and when some fans were already
in the ground, the news everyone
feared, but hoped not to hear,
flashed from wireless sets around
the world: “Britain has declared
war on Germany.” It was 11
o’clock, France almost immedi-
ately issued their declaration and
World War II, in fact, if not in
effect, had begun.

The impact may have been
slight on the Cork and Kilkenny
folk heading for Dublin — and
many of them might not have
heard it until much later in the
day for cars were not then usu-
ally equipped with radios and
there were no pocket transistors.
Yet, their mood could not have
been gay because there were low
clouds over the city. By half-time
of the senior match the elements,
as if to compound the world’s
predicament, were bleak and
threatening. Soon cracks of thun-
der and flashes of lightning were
followed by torrentg of rain that
fell through most of the second
half, Perhaps, to this day the All-
Ireland final of 1939 is remem-
bered by the 39,302 crowd more
as the “Thunder and Lightning
Final” than as the occasion of
Kilkenny’s 2-7 to 3-3 victory.

That was the first time Kil-
kenny and Cork met on Septem-
ber 3 but it was not the first
coming together of All-Ireland
Day and September 3. That hap-
pened in 1933 when Kilkenny and
Limerick played and, would you
believe? Kilkenny won that one,
f0o0.

Indeed there is a feature of
hurling history that Cork, al-
though the champions for the

past two years, might do well to
@ TO PAGE 60

JACK SCORES AGAIN

By Owen McCann

ACK MAHON, who needs

no introduction to readers
of GAELIC SPORT, has pro-
duced another winner in his
latest  publication, GAELIC
GAMES QUIZ BOOK 2,
which runs to 82 pages, and
covers a wide range of affairs
on the national sporting scene,
embracing hurling, football,
handball and camogie.

The former Galway foot-
baller has followed the suc-
cessful format of his GAELIC
GAMES QUIZ BOOK 1, pub-
lished three vyears ago. There
are 20 sections, each of 15
questions, and these are sel
off by equally appealing pic-
torial questions.

It enhances the appeal of
the publication that the author
has managed to provide much
valuable information in fram-
ing his questions.

For example, we learn that
Paddy Flanagan, the well-
known official noted for his
efficiency in the G.A.A. public
relations field, is a former
star footballer for his county,
and that the trophy for the
county senior football cham-
pionship in that county bears
his name.

And, in vet another question,
Mahon reveals that since the
Texaco (Caltex) awards were
inaugurated in 1958 the awards
for hurling and football have
gone on all occasions lo a
current player, except on one
OCCasion.

No less intriguing are the
pictorial questions. These, foo,
are given an added dimension
by the fact that they do not
concentrate exclusively On
players. Personalities associated
with the games, including
officials of the various Associ-
ations, are featured, and the
referees are not overlooked

either.

And, if all this was not
enough, Jack Mahon gives
added depth and quality to the
publication with a series of
interesting and  informative
paragraphs  throughout the
book. I find these, in fact,
among the best features. Here
we are given details about the
first man to referee both senior
finals in the same Yyear, and
Offaly’s poor home record in
championship play.

Moreover, in these days
when Gaelic Games are pack-
ing in the followers as rarely
before, it is sobering to reflect
that at the appointed time for
the throw-in at an All-Ireland
semi-final at Jones's Road, now
Croke Park, between Metro-
politans and London, there was
not a single spectator in the
ground!

Yes, indeed, Jack Mahon has
provided an invaluable service
in compiling GAELIC GAMES
QUIZ BOOK 2. And, the
printers, the ROSCOMMON
HERALD, Boyle, deserve con-
gratulations as well for a very
professional production.

All in all, it adds up to ex-
cellent value for only 80p. A
“wmust’, in fact, for anyone
interested in any way in Gaelic
Games.

For those who may be con-
sidering taking part again in
SCOR — and the new season's
All-Ireland talent competitions
will soon be getting under way
— this quiz book will prove a
mine of information, and could
do much, in fact, in turning
the key in the door to success.

GAELIC GAMES QUIZ
BOOK 2 by Jack Mahon.
Published by the author at
29 Oaklands, Salthill, Galway.
Price 80p. This price does
not include tax or postage.
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and completes a strong defensive
set-up.

At midfield Kilkenny have the
experienced and proven pairing
of [Liam 0O’Brien and Frank
Cummins, and in the forward
ranks against Galway the Nore-
siders showed that they have
players capable of atoning for
the loss of the Keher, Purcell
and Delaney “machine.”

Former defender Brian Cody
seems to be settling in nicely at
full-forward, Mick Crotty has
lost none of his effectiveness,
while Billy Fitzpatrick, Brian
Fennelly and the former Lim-
erick player, Matt Ruth, are all
capable of taking and creating
scores.

So Kilkenny have a lot going
for them in this year’s final.

Admittedly, some of the young
players have yet to reach their
peak but there is definitely a
huge amount of hurling talent
in the side.
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1975 under-21 success over Cork
and was right half-back when
Cork were again the victims last
year. In the meantime, though,
he had been introduced into the
senior side, having played for
most of the second half of the
drawn 1976 National League final
against Clare.

The vyoungest of the trio—
Richie Reid — made his debut on
the senior team in October last

year just a week after collecting
an under-21 medal in the final
against Cork., He was introduced
at left half-back for the opening
league tie against Tipperary
when Kilkenny omitted several
players who were, then, still in-
volved in the county champion-
ship. But Richie, a member of
the Shamrocks club and an All-
Ireland colleges’ medalist with
St. Kieran’s in 1975, made such
a good impression Iin Semple

Stadium that he was retained for
later games in the league. He
has now made the No. 7 jersey
his own with incisive and self-
assured hurling.

Now these three face their
first senior final, but no one in
Kilkenny lacks faith 1in them.
How could they when, between
them, these half-backs already
have so much experience gained
in playing in seven All-Ireland
finals at under-age level.

Garda club are not

O-F-FIC‘IA!L.S of the Garda G.A.A.
Club in Dublin are not con-
tent to rest on their laurels. Last
year they brought an exciting
new dimension to the club scene
‘n Dublin by launching a knock-
out senior football tournament
for county club sides, and this
seqson went a progressive step
further by playing some of the
games in the second annual pro-
motion at venues in the provinces.

Eight teams vied for the 1978
crown—Nemo Rangers, of Cork,
Kenmare, Kilrush Shamrocks,
Summerhill, of Meath, St. Jos-
eph’s, Laois, St. Mary’s, Sligo,
Roscommon Gaels and the pro-
moting club’s Dublin-based squad.

Pairc Ui Chaoimh and Summer-
hill were the provincial venues
for some of the games.

As the final was provisionally
fixed for August 26, after this
particular 1ssue went to Ppress,
we can’t obviously carry detais
of that game. But it was evident
from the matches played up to
press time that the competition
was proving an even greater suc-
cess than the initial promotion.

Indeed, the achievements of
of 1978 must give the Garda Club
officials great encouragement in
striving for their ultimate aim,

resting on laurels

which is a competition embrac-
ing teams from all 32 counties.

The Garda G.A.A. Club was
formed in Dublin as far back as
1923, a year after the self-govern-
ing Irish State came 1nto being.
General Eoin O’Duffy formed the
Coiste Siamsa, whose aim, he
said, ‘“is not the production of
champion athletes, but to ensure
that the Garda as a body should
contain a high proportion of men
who can hold their own with the
average athlete in every form of
sport”.

Legendary Larry

The main rivals of the Garda
Club in those early days were
O’Tooles, O’Dwyers and U.C.D.
The legendary Larry Stanley
played with the Garda Club.

[t was in 1927 that a then re-
cord gate receipts of £218 were
recorded in a county final be-
tween the Garda Club and
O’'Tooles.

In the early ’Sixties, the Garda
Club suffered a decline and was
not reorganised until 1969, In
1971 and 1972 the club won two
Dublin senior leagues. In the fol-
lowing year, Garda were beaten
by famed St. Vincent’s in a replay
of the senior championship semi-
final.
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take heed of: Kilkenny have
been remarkably successful in
finals played on September 3. Of
the seven staged on that date
they won four, Tippberary were
winners of two and Cork only
one. Mioreover, in 1972 — the last
time Cork and Kilkenny were
the finalists—the first Sunday
of September was the 3rd of the
month.

These were the
September 3 finals:

1933—Kilkenny 1-7, Limerick

results of

0-6.
1939—Kilkenny 2-7, Cork 3-3.
1944—Cork 2-13, Dublin 1-2.
1950—Tipperary 1-9, Kilkenny
1-8.
1961—Tipperary 0-16, Dublin
1-12.
" 1967—Kilkenny 3-8, Tipperary
2-7.
1972—Kilkenny 3-24, Cork 5-11.

So maybe Cork should —1f not
look for a postponement to Sep-
tember 4 — certainly keen their
fingers crossed until they get the
3rd behind them.

---------------------------
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an obvious one but nonetheless
valid for all that. After wear,
keep your boots or shoes for =
that matter, in shape with trees ¢
or  alternatively crumpled E
newspaper.

S
And, here is another tfp—g

A big advantage in the care
of boots and shoes is the fact
that Nugget have now an easy
clean self-shining polish on the
market. This is called “Scuff
Stuff”.

An important function of
polish is to restore the appear- é
ance to scuffed or worn paris 2
of a shoe or boot.
Stuff’, then, is an appropriate

name for the new product. §

So, let Nugget help you pro-
tect your bools, improve your
game, and add to your enjoy-
ment.
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scene in years. Certainly, his cool,
mature and progressive hurling
bzelies his youth — he was 21 on
August 28.

In a way, though, it is not sur-
prising that the Blackrock club
man has come such a long way
‘n such a short time, as he is
following brilliantly in a family
iradition. His father, Mick, play-
ed some great games for Cork
in goal without getting among
the All-Ireland senior medals. He
had better fortune, however, with
Munster in the Railway Cup, and
his tally of six medals between
1957 and 1963 is a record for a
goalkeeper.

PLAYED MINOR
AT 15

Tom Cashman was only 195
when he was called up to the
minor inter-county grade in 1973,
and what a remarkable career
he had in the under-18 ranks!
He wore the county jersey in
football as well as hurling, and
highlighted those days with All-
Ireland medal wins in both codes
in 1974 as a half back.

The sure-striking young hurler,
who now stands 5ft. 101zins., col-
lected a further All-Ireland
souvenir in 1976 at under-21 be-
fore opportunity began to knock
in a big way in the premier
ranks.

He started out as a forward In
the autumn of 1976 and later ap-
peared at centre half back before
settling in at midfield for the
start of last vear’s championship,
and went on to prove in double
quick time one of the real
masters of the area in present-
day hurling.

The Carrolls All Stars selectors
acknowledged that by awarding

Cashman his first statuette last
December, while Munster kept
in step in the Railway Cup, and
at Pairc Ui Chaoimh last May
the dynamic young Cork star
marked his interprovincial final
debut with a top quality perform.
ance when helping Munster to
regain the trophy,

So, although only really on the
fringe of his senilor inter-county
career, he has

every major

honour to his credit, other than
4 National League souvenir.

In Tom Cashman and Tim
Crowley, then, the All{Ireland
serior champions have a couple
of proven performers with the
class and flair to deliver the
ogoods in midfield, or indeed, 1n
other areas if needed. And that
must give them great encourage-
ment as they build up for this
latest challenge to their supre-

macy in championship play.

Somewhere, someone is hopingtoreceive
a letter from you. Why not write it today on

ers.
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RESULTS
SUMMARY

CHAMPIONSHIPS
SENIOR FOOTBAILL.

Connacht; Final. July 9. Gal-
way: Roscommon, 2-7; Galway,
0-9. Top Scorer for series: M.
Hoey (Sligo) 3-12 (21 points) in
two games. Average: 10.50 points.

Leinster: June 25. Portlaoise:
Oftaly, 0-16; Laois 2-8. July 2.
Croke Park: Kildare, 4-14; Wick-
low, 2-6. July 9. Portlaocise: Dub-
lin, 2-9; Odfaly, 0-12. Final. July
31. Croke ™Park: Dublin, 1-17;
Kildare, 1-6. Top Scorer: T.
Carew (Kildare), 2-17 (23 points)
in four games. Average: 5.75
points.

Munster: Final, July 16. Cork:
Kerry, 3-14; Cork 3-7. Top Scor-
er: M. Sheehy (Kerry), 4413 (25
points) in two games. Average:
12.50 points.

Ulster: July 2. Belfast: Down,
1-14; Derry, 2-8. July 9. Castle-
blayney: Cavan, 2-13; Antrim 1-10

Final: July 23. Clones: Down,
2-19; Cavan, 2-12.

Top Scorers: G. Keane
(Derry), 19 in three games.
Average: Four points. D. Dono-
hue (Cavan), 0-12 in three

games. Average: Four points.

SENIOR HURLING

Leinster: June 25. Portlaoise:
Kilkenny, 2-17; Offaly, 1-4.

Final: July 16. Croke Park:
Kilkenny, 2-16; Wexford, 1-16.
Top Scorer: N. Buggy (Wex-
ford), 1-15 (18 points) in two
games. Awverage: Nine points.

Munster: June 25. Thurles:
Cork, 3-17; Waterford, 2-8. July
2. Thurles. Clare, 4-12; Limerick,
3-8. Final: July 31. Thurles: Cork,
0-13; Clare, 0-11. Top Scorer: C.

Honan (Clare), 0-15 in two

games. Average: 7.50 points.

ALL-IRELAND QUARTER
FINAL

“July 23. Croke Park: Galway,

4-19: Antrim, 3-10.

ALL IRELAND SEMI-FINAL

August 6. Croke ™Park: Kil-
kenny, 4-20: Galway, 4-13.

“B” CHAMPIONSHIP.

Hurling. All-Ireland 