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Why shouldnt your
trade-in be a trade-up?

The difference between rattling around and riding
in style could be a quick turn into Allied Irish Finance.

You'll find our welcoming, willing people ready to help you
with a car loan. You'll find they could be the difference
between us and other lending institutions as well. Take

a turn for the better. See us soon.

AIF. The Difference.

ALLIED IRISH FINANCE CO,

LTD. BRANCHES IN CARLOW, CORK, DROGHEDA, DUBLIN, GALWAY, LIMERICK,
LONGFORD, WATERFORD,

ARMAGH, BELFAST, DERRY, ENNISKILLEN, LONDON AND 7 OTHER UK OFFICES,

BRANCAN LUHMANN KNICHT
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Massey Ferguson tractors
have somany
good points!

Massey Ferguson

THE TRACTOR WITH PULLING POWER. afa

I Massey Ferguson
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Plastic Hurleys ? They laughed
at first at the very idea. But
then they played with the
Caman Wavin — and now it
has caught on with schools
around the country. So much
so that Wavin now introduces
its Caman in 28" and 30"
sizes, In addition to the 32",
All unconditionally guaranteed
and at highly competitive
prices. For a free sample,
quantity costs — plus details of
very attractive gifts with
orders of 100 — send coupon

today. (Offer limited to school
and club secretaries only).

e W FERE
> . -C:-. i . e
R
guaranteed W R :
g A L - :'\-\. ot '\..\.
¢ )
: :

Greatest thi

F R E E 0 F F E R ! Pleasesendone.. ......inch Caman with full details. Post to:

Sean Kennedy, Marketing Manager, Wavm, Balbriggan, Co. Dublin.
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EDITORIAL COMMENT

URLING is flourishing as rarely before in the traditional strong-
holds — despite the fact that Cork and Tipperary have lost
their places among the elite in the National L.eague. The relegation
of these legendary giants to Division I “B” for next season’s League
is a blow to their prestige, but it would be the height of folly to
suggest that there is any cause for concern as a result about the
future of the ancient game by the Leeside or in the homes of
Tipperary.
Hurling is too much a way of life in these counties to lightly
dismiss their chances of making an impact in the coming champion-
ship or of climbing back speedily to their old positions in the League
rankings.

And with the other leading lights generally moving well, and
Offaly also showing encouraging signs of emerging as a real force,
the prospects are bright for really stimulating days ahead on the
hurling fields.

But the other side of the coin is that the game is still finding
the going extremely tough outside of the small circle of hurling
counties — and that is a sad state of affairs as the G.A.A. moves
rapidly towards its Centenary Year.

It is not easy to accurately pinpoint why this should be the
case in view of the time, efforts, enthusiasm and moneys that have
been expended over the years in trying to “bring back the hurling”,
but it could be argued that the game itself is not being exploited
strongly enough in the revival drive.

Hurling, which can be such an exhilarating and pulse-raising
spectacle, is in itself by far the best advertisement the G.A.A. has
in the promotions drive, but look at the way that Croke Park has
been cold-shouldered as far as the major National League ties are
concerned. Only one semi-final (Cork against Dublin in 1974) has
been played there over the past seven seasons, and only one final

in the same period.

Playing the top ties at Southern venues is very cosy for the
supporters of the counties concerned — an important consideration
it must be said for such enthusiasts In these days of expensive

travel.
But, the result has been that the Hurling League has not been
playing the role it should in promoting the game generally.

Take, for example, 'Clare’s re-emergence, Since their return to
the top bracket they have injected new interest and excitement, yet
for many enthusiasts outside of the hurling powers, the Banner
County remain something of an unknown gquantity because they
have not had a major outing at Croke Park.

And, it is enthusiasts in Dublin, which can fairly be said to be
a real problem area, and the surrounding counties, not to mention
Ulster, who need the stimulus of regular and attractive matches, and
the appearances of new teams and personalities at headquarters if
their interest is not to continue to 'wane.

It is time officials acknowledged this fact. The good of the
game in general demands that all League semi-finals and finals
should be played automatically at headquarters. Otherwise, we will
hasten the day when hurling will become an even more exclusive
preserve of counties in the Southern regions than it is at present.
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Forget the April showers
inthe sunshine of
your Abbey home

ARANLEIGH, Rathfarnham, overlooking Loreto Grounds, Grange Road. Buses 16, 16a.

The DUNBRODY at Aranleigh is a magnificent 4-bedroom
residence in colonial style. Full central heating, additional w.c.
downstairs, spacious lounge and garage.

The MURNISK at Laurleen, Stillorgan Road, is a 5-bedroom detached
masterpiece, now in the course of construction in one of Dublin’s top prestige
locations. Booking at Abbey Homesteads Sales Office, 38/40 Upr. Mount
Street, Dublin 2. Phone 760361. Showhouse opening shortly.

A new development at Hillside, Greystones, is now in '

‘ pITiE , Gre , progress. This
magmﬁcgnt site will feature the SHELTON, a 4-bedroom segrmi—detached
beauty with really classic styling. Enquiries from Sales Office.

AN\ Emorzormmenous | St o
- MOV am. {0 b p.m. oun .30 p.m. to 6 p.m. Only 3 hnuus.l'eft £ )
A Mon. to Fri. 2.30 to 9p.m. -gsemi-detached. 951:1'@;:“‘5
‘Pﬂ‘ ke 24

\o ¥

ABBEY The style of Living to suit You.

Abbey Homesteads Ltd., 38/40 Upr. Mount Street, Dublin 2. Telephone: 760361 (10 lines).
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@Zﬁyﬂ@f Down and Clare men

% Z@% I[ﬂ are tops again

LTHOUGH Down were sur-
prised by Mayo in the
National Football League semi-
final early in Awril, this still can-
not cloud the fact that by far
the outstanding individual display
in either «c¢ode in the latest
TYLER TOP TEN period under
review (March 19 to April 9 in-
clusive) was that of Colm
McAlarney in the Easter Sunday
replay win over Kildare.

In that marathon quarter-final
—+the Croke Park game went to
extra time—the big midfielder
gave one of the best exhibitions,
not only of the year so far, but
for some time, by any Gaelic
sportsman. Add to that a good
showing the following day in
Ulster’s draw with Munster in
the Railway Cup final, and it just
has to be the Down skipper for
a top of the table ranking for
the second month in succession.

The result is that by gaining a
further 40 points to add to the
28 he won in the April ratings,
McAlarney streaks ahead of the
field over-all with a lead of 14
points on his closest rival, Tom
Prendergast (Laois). The North-
erner is the only footballer listed
in ‘the ourrent review to find
favour for the second time this
year.

Clare underlined their well-
being in hurling with a thor-
oughly competent performance
when 'andling the semi-final
challenge to their double ambi-

tions from a spirited Limerick at
Thurles.

The League c¢hampions had
many stars in that early Apnl
win, not the least being Seamus
Durack, so dependable once more
in goal, and Sean Hehir, who had
a splendid hour in the half-back
line.

But it was the progressive
hurling all through of Noel
Casey, listed at top of the left,
but who oplayed at centre half
forward, that had a particularly

decisive influence in shaping the

seven points Clare triumph, and
he comes into the line-up for the
first time this year on a top-of-
the-table rating with 32 points.

Two points behind 1is Rory
Kinsella, who capved a good
showing in Wexford’s quarter-
final win over Waterford at Kil-
kenny by scoring a vital goal, and
who was prominent again in the
drawn semi-final with Kilkenny.

Only one hurler takes his place

"Tﬂmmy Drumm | Joe McKenna
((Dubhin) (Limerick)
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in a monthly review this year
for the second time — Mossy
Walsh, who collects 20 points, and
now has g grand total of 44 points.

Here, it is appropriate to gpot-
light the year’s pace-setters after
three monthly reviews. They are:

FOOTBALL: 68 points: C.
McAlarney (Down); 54: T.
Prendergast (Laois); 35: P.
Moriarty (Armagh); 33: J.

McKerr (Armagh).

HURLING: 49 points: 1. Clarke
(Galway); 44: M. Walsh (Water-
ford); 33: F. Cummins (Kil-
kenny); 32: N. Casey (Clare).

Finally, this month’s charts:

FOOTBALL
40 C. MecAlarney (Down) ... 68
28 A, Egan (Mayo) .......ee... 28
28 D. Dolan (Mayo) ............ 28
26 B. Fitzpatrick (Mayo) ...... 26
26 A. McGurk (Derry) ......... 26
26 T. Drumm (Dublin) ...... 26
25 G. Power (Kerry) ......... 25
24 D. Maher (Dublin) ........ . 24
23 J. Costelloe (Laois) ......... 23
22 G. Power (Kildare) ......... 22
32 N. Casey (IClare) ........-... 32

30 R. Kinsella (Wexford) ... 30
28 J. McKenna (Limerick) ... 28

27 J. Kelly (Offaly) ............ 27
27 S. Durack (Clare) ......... 27
26 S. Hehir (Clare) ...---...... 26
26 N. Buggy (Wexford) ...... 26

24 P. Henderson (Kilkenny) 24
24 T. Quaid (Limerick) ..... . 24
20 M. Walsh (Waterford) ... 44




THE SIGN
OF GOOD
BUSINESS

Millions of people all over the
world are familiar with the
triendly Esso oval. To them it
stands tor more than the
finest oils and lubricants.

It stands for a company you
can trust. And in business,
that’s a valuable asset.




UST think of my dedication to
matters sporting and particu-

larly matters Gaelic, I turned
down an invitation to spend the
Easter week-end with friends at
a posh hotel in Kerry so that I
could attend the G.A.A. Congress
in Ballina.

I figured that if I sat (incog-
nito, of course) on the fringes of
the meeting for two days I would
come away a wiser and vastly

more Informed man. And, 1
fondly imagined, I'd pick up
enough material to fill half a
dozen columns for GAELIC
SPORT.

Alas, for my well-laid plans. I
bid my friends adieu as they set
off for Kerry on Good Friday
afternoon and, after a restful
night’s sleep, switched my Daim-
ler into purring life at a comfort-
able hour on Saturday morning.

Pointing her westwards out of
Dublin I calculated that I'd hit
Ballina in three hours and a bit,
take a bite of lunch and then slip
quietly into the Town Hall.

Alas, indeed, for my well-laid
plans. The machine packed up
just outside of Lucan and neither
cajoling nor cursing would get
her moving again.

I called three garages which
happened to be open but drew a

blank. “Are you crazy, man,” they |
said (or words to that effect), |

“don’t you know this is Saturday
of a holiday week-end? Call again
Tuesday.”

I thought of my friends luxuri-
ating in the posh Kerry hotel and
I thought of the G.A.A. Congress
and my dedication to matters
Gaelic . . . Then I uttered a few
carefully chosen words which are

not exactly the sort you’ll find in
this family magazine and, with
sore heart, thumbed a lift back
to Dublin.

* * *

From the foregoing you’ll have
gathered that I never set foot in
Ballina. I'm sorry for taking so
long to get that item of inform-
ation down on the page, but 1
wanted to make the point, in a
general way, that, especially when
friends offer to put you up in a
good hotel for three whole days,
you should nesver put business
before pleasure.

I had to be content with the
newspapers for knowledge of
what went on at the G.A.A. Con-
gress. And I'll tell you this —
you could go to worse sources far
information of that kind.

As usual, it got extensive cover-
age but with different emphasis
on certain matters in the various
papers. 1 thought the *“Irish
Times” gave it the biggest splash,
with the front-page lead story on
the retention of Rule 15 and in-
side, 1n addition to the sports
section report, nearly half a page
of Con Murphy’s presidential ad-
dress to the delegates. It was a

good address and 1 wonder why |

the ‘“Irish Independent” and
“Irish Press” gave so little of it.
* - 4 g

I gathered from the reports
that Fr. Leo Morahan of Mayo
made an impassioned speech in
favour of the motion to stop the
G.A.A, accepting sponsorship from
cigarette and drink companies. It
lost by only thirteen or fourteen

of a non-trip

l
I

votes — a close call for the All- |

Star lobby !
¥

The saga

to dear

- old Ballina

TL.eo and Charlie (you don't
mean to say you don’t know who
[ mean when I say Charlie) will
soon rid this country of all its
bad habits.

I saw a Little Sister of the Poor
down town a few days ago and
she had a very bad habit. Tell
me now, what are they going to
do about that? (Oh, I'm in top
form with the wit this minute).

Here’s another one before I get
back to the serious stuff. They
say that all the delegates who
voted for the Mayo motion in
Ballina are to be known hence-
torth as Charlie’s Angels (Ha,
Ha, Ha, that’'s as good as you’ll
hear on any stage since the Tivoli
closed its doors).

Now, when
screeching and
aisles I'll proceed.

I was disappointed at the way
Congress dealt with the motions
which wanted the dropping of the
hurley to be allowed. There is no
doubt that this interpretation of
the “throwing” rule is wrong, but
Congress tamely accepted the
Central Council’s error.

The reports said that Frank
Murphy of Cork blamed the
media for making a fuss about
the interpretation and unfairly
slanting their comments against
it.

Well, now, I say that ALL the
hurlers who dislike this new rule
(and they are numerous) should
get together in some way, maybe
through the newspapers, and let
their objections be heard loud and
clear. That would soon bring the
Central Council to its senses.

(TO PAGE 9)

you've
rolling

stopped
in the



GettheBest
- Buys Going...

Buy Duty free and Tax free
before you

Duty free bargains are waiting for ALL Air Travellers
to BRITAIN, the CONTINENT and ONWARDS.

Allow plenty of time to buy before you fly and so enjoy your
shopping at the duty free and tax free shops at Cork, Dublin
and Shannon.

Buy from a wide variety of leadin

| _ g o6 A
Irish and International Brands / l*“ s

of top quality goods at
Bargain prices.

' SHOP DUTY FREE and TAX FREE . . YOU'LL GET THE BEST BUYS GOING!

The Duty and Tax free shops at lrish Airports are operated by Aer Rianta Teoranta/Irish Airports Authority.

Tax Free Shops

Domas



(FROM PAGE 7)

[ found another interesting tit-
bit in the newspapers. It reported
Michael O’'Callaghan of Roscom-
mon as saying that you could
search through the mnational
papers some days of the wee_k
and fail to find any news ot ‘Gaelic
games.

I know Michael ©’Callaghan
only by name and appearance, I
saw him on that RTE programme
of a couple of years ago, “My
Own Place,” and he was tops as
they say in the best circles of
panting journalism. I'm almost
certain he won an award for his
part in it.

Yes, that’s the Michael O’Cal- :'
laghan I know by reputation, so |

I'm all the more disappointed to
hear of his Ballina remarks.
There are many things you could
say about the national papers but
what Michael said is totally un-
just.

He knows very well that all the
papers carry something, be it big
or small, about G.A.A. affairs
EVERY day.

* * *

The “Irish Independent’ is con-
sistently the best of them in its
comprehensive coverage and the
prominence it gives to Donal Car-
roll’s daily articles.

The “Irish Times” comes out
with a good show some days but
then gets bitty and patchy at
times (no pun), as if someone
turned the wrong knob, or was
struck on the head with a golf
club.

It’s hard to know what to say
about the “Irish Press.” Gael:‘[c
games are covered every day, it 18
true, but there are occasions
when it’s hard to find where that
coverage is situated.

It gets lost somewhere on the
inside while the main sports page,
the back page, is given over Coml-
pletely to soccer, and English
soccer at that .

It’s sad, really, about the jour-
nal on Burgh Quay. My father
used to tell me that it was the
‘“Irish Press” led the way with
splash coverage of the G.A.A.
games back in the 1930s. They set
the pace and the others followed

suit — generally they kept ahead |

all down the years.

WAS looking through my

files a day or two back and
I came across a couple of let-
ters that should thave been
acknowledged before now,

'‘One came in a long time ago
from Peter R. Pozzoli, Editor
of Women’s Track and Field
World, at 155 Ordnance Road,
Enfield Lock, in London,

Mr. Pozzoli replied to some-
thing I wrote here about plans
(now shelved) for an extended
and split, All-Star tour.

He wrote: ‘“Dear Sir, I came
across your magazine for the
first time with the current No.
7 issue and write to say it
must certainly be one of the
most finely-produced sports
magazines anywhere. 'Whilst
Gaelic football and hurling are
not of paramount interest to
me I am nonetheless interested
in all sports and found much
interesting reading in your
pages.

“One comment by Andy
Croak on page 4, however, sur-
prised me more than some-
what. He says ‘How in heaven’s
name could the teams visit and
play in Los Angeles, New
York, Chicago, Boston, Detroit
and Toronto in a three-week
tour? It would be physically
impossible.’

“Now I guess the Carroll
All-stars must be the fittest
and meost able of Irish sports-
men in the most arduous of
Irish sports, but they must be
well short of their forefathers’
capabilities if six games in
three weeks are beyond them.”

Peter then outlines the sche.
dule of an ice hockey team,
the Montreal Canadiens, who
take part in the National Hoc-

CROAKETTES -

Until about ten years ago. And
look at the paper now ! Except on
some Monday mornings, you’'d
swear it was an English paper, so
totally overboard has it gone on
soccer,

Nothing wrong with soccer of
course. But those who run the
paper should remember that
Gaelic games are still the most

9

key League, The programme
for 1976 shows that In one
period they played ten games
in nineteen days at venues as
far apart as Los Angeles, St.
Louis, Atlanta, New York and
Montreal itself. In 1977, they
played eleven games in twenty
days, this time taking in Van-
couver as well as [Los Angeles,
Washington, Cleveland, Phil-
adelphia and Boston.

I've taken your point, Peter.
But these All-stars may not
always be as fit as wyou so
generously think they are. My
apologies for mislaying your
interesting letter.

He wrote at greater length
than that, but space doesn’t
allow me to print it all now.

The other mislaid letter, It
came from B. O’Carroll of
Niall Street, North Circular
Road, Dublin, and it chided
poor Croak for predicting
early Jlast year thai Dublin
would not retain the All-Ire-
land football title.

In a note to the Editor he
wrote: “Enclosed please find
something (a cutting) for the
infamous A.C. to Croak on.
Please make him eat it and
oblige.”

Okay. I was wrong, but I
never claimed to know all —
just mearly all.

Very soon I’'ll be making my
predictions for 19%8. Don’t
miss them. Order your copy
now. And what’s more, make
sure you order it in advance.
I picked up that little exhor-
tation from the popular press.
Cute and neat and so very
breathless and gushing, isn’t
it? ’Bye now,

popular sports in this country.

Of course, if the “Irish Press”
wants to go on losing circulation,
that’s their affair. Someone else
will pick it up. But somebody
should tell them that their back
page should feature Gaelic games

more than four or five times gz
fortnight,



Our kind of bank
is your kind of bank
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We keep on thinking up ways of making our
services even better for you.

That's our policy.

And that's why we're opening new branches
with opening hours that are planned for your
convenience.

All branches stay open until 7 p.m. on Fridays
while oyr Abbey Street and Grafton Street branches
do not close at lunchtimes.

We pay you more on your deposits and charge
you less for cheques.

We're always accessible, always glad to help
and advise. If you haven't yet discovered our kind of
bank call around to the nearest branch of the Dublin
Savings Bank and talk to the manager. You'll quickly
discover that it's your kind of bank also.

Head Office

Lower Abbey Street, Dublin 1. Main Street, Blanchardstown, Co. Dublin. 215 Lower Rathmines Road, Dublin 6.

Telephone 786266. Walkinstown Cross, Walkinstown, Dublin 12. Ballyfermot Shopping Centre, Dublin 10.
The Hill, Monaghan. Tel. 047-81710. 1 Fairview Corner, Dublin 3.

Offices 60 Clanbrassil Street, Dundalk, Co. Louth. 11 Upper George's Street, Dun Laoghaire

79 Thomas Street, Dublin 8. Tel. 042-31221. 64 Main Street, Finglas, Dublin 11.

369 North Circular Road, Dublin 7. 4 Ludiow Street, Navan, Co. Meath. Tel. 046-23083. 70 Grafton Street, Dublin 2.
Telephone all Dublin Offices 7862686,




Iggy Clarke
(Galway)

Clarke switch

may vet be

Galway trump

IN looking back on the course of development of famous teams it is
sometimes surprising to note that it took quite a time for the
powers which put them together to manage to arrive at the right
blend. In retrospect it all looks so obvious and one wonders how on
earth such and such who made such a reputation for himself as a
centre-fielder or a corner forward was pushed here and there in all
kinds of positions before his real location was discovered more by

accident than good judgement.

Of course, there is a great dif-
ference between the view one
gets of a team by hindsight and
that which it offers to the haras-
sed selectors some months or
years before it made its name
and proved their sagacity.

That is one of the reasons why
it always seems churlish to criti-
cise any switches or changes
which selectors make because
what is concealed in the womb of
the future cannot be fathomed.
Who is to know what the key
switch may be which will make
everything else fall into place?

Sometimes, too, one looks at
a fair old team that did not really
hit it off, never achieving great-
ness or winning very much. Yet,
their names on paper after the
passage of the years seem formi-

dable and one wonders what 1t
was ‘that was not done that might
have transformed them into a
winning and immortal combina-
tion.

It is often that such little
things change the course of
human endeavour ‘that one mar-
vels at the manner of their hap-
pening. In this context it 1s that
one wonders about the new Gal-
way formation and, in particu-
lar, about the decision to uproot
Iggy Clarke from the left half-
back position which he had made
his own and 'to which he had
given lustre, and transplant m
in midfield, a ‘position where suc-
cessive pairings had promised
much and yet failed to deliver
the ultimate payoff.

It certainly seems a

11

logical

By Jim Bennett

move, and much more dependent
on cold reasoning than on those
divine sparks which have caused
unlikely moves and brought off
marvellous and unexplainea
transformations.

In other sectors of the game of
hurling Clarke 1s no stranger to
midfield play; he has shown no
aversion 'to the position and, in
fact, demonstrated his mastery
there from time to time. The
skills and allaround play which he
displayed <at half-back are mnot
radically different from those
which would be required in top
midfield play. Staying power,
speed and the physical requisities
were all there.

So it was not in any way illogi-
cal to try him. Maybe the worst
of the thing was the danger of
taking him out of the wing-half
position in which he had played
so 'well in his own right, and also
given many exhibitions of how to
help out a distressed or off form
colleague in defence.

Galway were lucky enough to
conjure a replacement of more
than adequate quality in Johnny
Cooney. Nothing undermines a
possible change so much as the
appearance of an ugly gap in
the position vacated. This did not
happen in Clarke’s case.

With such a good replacement
available it certainly was logical
to try to mend the problem
centre-field area by moving Iggy
forward. At the same time, more
or less, Tom ‘O’Donoghue from
KillimorDaly worked his way
through into the team and the
result was that the two settled
into what seemed to be and may
yet be a most effective partner-
ship for Galway.

The victory over Cork in the
play-off game in the NHIL was
most clearly attributable to the
excellent showing of Clarke and

@ TO PAGE 39




L-AD«I:ES
P K~ A+SAK,

T’S terribly important to get
the Flu. T missed it last year
and do you know something, it
was like ieing away for
Christmas, This time however
we were lall lucky, the lot of us
got it and to give credit where
credit is due we got good mile-
age out of it. Tt was priceless
coming in to work in the morn-
mg. The minute T opened the
door I was bombarded with
sneezing and coughing and
spluttering. Of course there’s
no such thing anymore as the
quite, personal, muffled kind
of sneeze. Ah no, that’s a thing
of the past, it has to have @
good sound accompaniment
now. As well as that it helps
the cause to enquire if anyone
has a spare tissue, preferably
by involving two or three
handlers, gives the occasion a2
bit of publicity and that never
goes astray. Woe betide any-

Edited by KITTY MURPHY

me he had but he presumed ijt
was all the rushing to get in
on time. I couldn’t have agreed
more with him though when
I get in I'm so out of breath
that I'm physically unable to
cough. Anyway, the cough
abated and I asked him to get
me a file from the Basement.
Off he went and came back
about ten minutes later chok-
ing and spluttering.

You see everybody hates the

1

basement and no joking 1T do
not know how someone hasn’t
picked up Malaria or some-
thing equally queer there. It’s
a dreadful place and the minute
you enter you feel doomed.
It’s a cold, eerie, miserable

kind of a joint and I have a
sneaking suspicion that it's
haunted. Of course when I an-
nounced that one time they all
laughed. I asked a few of them
to investigate but being “chic-
ken” they went in numbers.
They didn’t see or hear any-
thing wunusual but then no-
thing strange ever happens
to a crowd. Anyway I was re-
lieved of my duties some time
later and I was mighty glad
indeed. I figure my much-
coughed friend feels it’s time
he was lifted to a higher pla-
teau too. I figure he has done
more than his stint in the dun-
geons and maybe for once his
coughing will bring good re-

In Dublin

for business or pleasure ?

Come to the Clarence Hotel
where our business is your pleasure !

one then who chooses to ig-
nore the distress signals but
it’s a long road and all that . . .
The sneeze eventually gives way
to the cough. The beginnings
of the cough are tame enough ® Grade A accummndﬁatinn. —
but it too matures with age. || Near Heuston Station and within
It it doesn’t shift within the theatres and shops.
first few days it’s time to look 70 rooms, most with private bath.
Giit Lo complications. T watch. * Telephone, radio, in all rooms.
ed the developments closely in
a buddy eof mine at work and
'twas great. He’d come In, sit
down and start coughing. 1
couldn’t ignore it so rather than
ask the obvious I told him he
had a bad cough. He assured |

* Friendly efficient Service.

* Dining room or famous Clarenece
Grill Bar for your mealtime pleasure.

* Reasonable rates for weekends,
overnights and holidays.

6 - 8, Wellington Quay, DUBLIN, 2. Telephone 776178,

12



sults.

The sore throat is a very vital
component of this Flu. Of
course it can be the glands or
the tonsils or indeed both so0
you have to make the most out
of that. The first thing you
do is stick the neck well out,
lift up the chin and move the
head from side to side. If no-
body notices that wunusual
course of action all you can do
is repeat the process till you
go blue in the face. The next
step now is to feel the mneck.
It is advisable to use both
hands for this because, let's
face it, if the glands are that
badly swollen one could scarcely
make the stretch with one hand.
If you are lucky enough to get
noticed make sure you say the
swelling is going up the back
of your head and down into
your shoulders. There’s no use
in losing ground and there’s
no point in showing anyone
the swelling. I have found my-
self that even in cases where
it does actually exist it's tough
going to convince an outsider
of it.

The tonsils are a dodgy enough
set up too but at least there
is something positive there.
Now you never ask anyone to
have ia look at your tonsils until
vou know they are septic.
After all if they are perfectly
healthy it means there are no
bugs there and you were always
warned to share and share
alike. Tt’s of the utmost impor-
tance therefore to be sure of
your ground. First of all you
must do your own examination.
You procure a mirror and if
it hasn’t a magnifying side to
it leave it back. An ordinary
mirror is of no use whatsoever
as it completely minimises the
offect. You have enough on
your plate besides that kind of
thing. Anyway get a magnify-
ing mirror even if it means
buying one. You will find it
really worthwhile because the

smallest blemish is blown up
to the most satisfactory pro-
portions. This is exactly what
you hoped for and it gives you
that added bit of confidence
to keep going,

As soon as you have established

that there is definitely some-
thing wrong it’s very important
to get going straight away.
The awful drawback about ton-
sil trouble is that it can actu-
ally go away so you see the
reason for getting on the move
quickly. The best time to begin
attracting attention is at meal
time. Now it Is advisable to
have a little filler snack be-
forehand but to make sure that
nobody sees you. Now sit down
and take a bite of your dinner.
Make a few gurgling noises
and announce that it is hell to
swallow. Catch the two sides of
the neck then — one hand at
a time — and press till it hurts.
Continue holding the neck and
announce that you feel the old
throat is acting up again. Your
pal doesn’t believe a word of 1t
but call his bluff and i1nvite
him to have a look for himself.
Now he hates the look of the
inside of a mouth every bit as
much as yourself but he might
as well pick up whatever germs
are going free gratis.

True to the last you stand back

and open your mouth. 'He looks
in, sees absolutely nothing but
he has now acquired the “cop”
to assure vou that yes the
throat is quite bad. That eases
the whole situation consider-
ably. You are free now to dis-
cuss the throat set up and of
course you’ll get lots of ideas
from your pal. That’s of course
assuming that he’s half normal
in the first place. It’s a god idea
at this stage to announce that
one tonsil is far worse than the
other one. Pick the left one —
that’s nearer the heart and it
sounds that bit more serious.
The throat of course 1s also
connected with the ear some
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way or other. For side affects
then it does no harm to put a
bit of cotton wool in one ear.
The Lord knows you'll hear
enough and anything you miss
is bound to be going around
again. Anyway let’'s face facts
—the good ear will pick up
what suits the rest of you and
that’s about the best set up you
could have.

Now I’ve been talking of all these

ailments as if they related to
someone else. The awful truth
is that when I got the flu I got
ninety nine per cent of them.
Every bone in my body ached
and the throat and head were
disastrous. 1 was as weak as a
rush and had a temperature of
2 hundred and four. I even had
to have the doctor brought in
a couple of times. I can tell
you ‘twas just as well 1 was in
bed because the bills he left
me mwould have knocked me
off my feet anyway. It's really
very costly to have anything
wrong with you these days.
One time I used to think multi-
coloured tablets and taking this
tablespoonful out of a bottle
four times daily was a great bit
of diversion. I don’t know
though, the times they are “A-
changing”. On a serious mnote
however, I have the height ot
sympathy for anyone who really
got the flu. It’s bad enough if
the weather is cold and wet
but can’t you imagine the
misery of lying low and the
sun shining.

Of course when I went back to

work do you think they'd be-
lieve T had the flu — not on
your life. I recalled my ail-
ments one by one but all to no
qvail. I was a bit annoyed with
them really because unsym-
pathetic colleagues are @t
awful burden. Would you be-
lieve one of them even had the
cheek to tell me he thought 1
got a tan! Ah well, I'll suffer

on and wait . . .

See you all next month, Good-

bye.
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THE NEW CHRYSLER

The Chrysler Sunbeam sets new standards in
family hatchbacks: Roomy, with more space and
comfort than most small cars allow; versatile,
with an all-glass 3rd. door that gives you access
to almost 43 cu.ft. of load space; and
economical, with electronic ignition, up to
50mpg in normal conditions and full servicing
only once a year.

The new Sunbeams come in a choice of 930,
1300 and 1600cc engine options.

See them soon.



GO WEST

YOUNG MEN,
YOU ALL

By OWEN McCANN

T is good to see the younger

brigade so strongly represen-
ted in the panel of hurlers and
footballers travelling as replace-
ments and reserves to the United
States this month for the series
of matches involving the Carrolls
All Stars @and the All-Ireland
senior chamiprons.

Not that I ‘have anything
against ‘the more experienced
camplaigners included in the par-
ty. Men like Pat Hartigan (Lime-
rick), Tony Doran (Wexford),
Colm McAlarney (Down) and
Ger Feeney (Mayo), who have
all been to the U.S. before, are
among those in hurling and
football I admire very much, but
it is always nice, nonetheless, to
see the younger players creating
an ympact,

One who has already enjoyed
more success than most in nation-
al competitions is Dick O’Heara,
whose performances in Trecent
months in his new role as Kil-
kenny’s full back suggests that
he is poised to carve out a greatl
reputation for himself in this
testing role.

Since taking over the position
in the senior team in a second
round National League tie against
Offaly last October at Nowlan
Park this Thomastown native has

DESERVE IT-:

Dermot Early,
the experienced
Roscommon
campaigner, off
on another All
Star trip to the
U.S. Dermot
gets his place
on the team de-
spite stiff com-
petition from
the younger
brigade.

gone from success to success. So
much so, in fact, that no student
of hurling could really have been
in the least surprised when
O’'Hara’s short tenure in the post
brought a quick reward with a
first Leinster jersey for this
season’s Railway Cup.

The cool, dependable and hard-
working Kilkenny defender has
graduated to the top after a firm
grounding in under-age hurling.
He had a truly remarkable season
in 1975 when he helped Kilkenny
in striking fashion to a rare hat-

trick of Alldreland champion-
ships — Vocational Schools
minor and under-21. In those

days he put his budding talents
15

on parade in eye-catching style at
centre half, and full back.

Nor had O'Harg long to wait
for a senior call-up. As far back
as February 1976 he was playing
at right full for Kilkenny in a
challenge against Tipperary, al-
though it is since the second
round of the 1976-77 National
League that he has been playing
more or less regularly with the
senior squad.

In those early days in senior
inter-county fare he wore the
No. 4 jersey, and it was in that
shirt also that he saw the action
with Kilkenny in thelr unsuccess-

® TO PAGE 17
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ful defence of the National
League title in last year’s final
with Clare. Later as centre half
back with the under-21 side he
had a big say in the return Jast
October of the All-Ireland crown
to the Noreside.

Now as a full back his genuine
talents are really coming into
bloom as a senior, and he could
yet go on to become the first from
Kilkenny to win a Carrolls All
Star award in the position. Cer-
tainly, Dick O’Hara should give
spectators at the matches in the
U.S. plenty to admire, and he is
undoubtedly a young man who
wil] repay watching here at home
in the years ahead.

Many were caught on the hop
by the selection of Tom Prender-
gast for the 1977 Carrolls All
Stars replacement party, but
over the past year or so the
Laois footballer has well and
truly emphasised the merit of
that early honour with his high
standard play. Now, understand-
ably enough, he has found favour
for the second time.

Prendergast did not, eventual-
ly, “make” the 1977 tour as such.
Only days after his selection he
was sent to the line near the end
of the Leinster club final at
Croke Park, where his team, Port-
lacise, beat Cooley Kickhams,
and thus he lost his chance of
the trip.

Prendergast scored two classic
goals for Portlaoise in their very
gpirited bid against Austin
Stacks, Tralee, the eventual title
winners, in the 1977 All-Ireland
club semi-final at Portlaoise.

Goals, in fact, are fast becom-
ing synonymous with the incisive
and clever Laois raider. His abil-
ity to find his way through to the
net was an important factor in
the march that brought the
O'Miore County the National

League Division IT South title
earlier in the year, and with jt
promotion to the premier divi-
sion for next season. And, sub-
sequently, in the League cam-
paign of 1977-78 he was again
on the goals target.

Prendergast, who won his first
Leinster jersey in 1977 when he
went in as a substitute against
Connacht 1n the semi-final at
Navan, where the West won, and
was on duty again for ‘the Last
in their unsuccessful wvisit to
Cavan in March, was a member
of the Laois team beaten by Kil-
dare in last year’s Leinster un-
der-21 semi-final.

Prendergast, who needs close
watching all through any match,
has been an inter-county Senior
since the opening games of the
1975-76 National League w©am-
paign., Could he, perhaps, go on
now to become the county’s first
full Carrolls All Star in either
code?

Brian Talty and Michael Kil-
coyne will doubtless team up
once again during the tour. They
were both in that talented com-
pany of footballers from Tho-
mond College, Limerick, who
wrote another new chapter in the
annals of the game by winning
the AlldIreland c¢lub champion-
ship on Easter Sunday.

Talty, who is a member of the
footiball panel in the replacement
party, was at centre field in the
success over St. John’s, Belfast,
while Kilcoyne, who has been
chosen to travel to the U.S. as
the dual selection, held down
the No. 13 spot in the club de-
cider.

The last medal win was Talty’s
second national souvenir with the
Limerick Student team. In 1976
he was full forward for N.C.P.E.,
as the College was then known,
in their success against the then
Sigerson Cup (Universities’
Championship) holders St. Pat-
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rick’s, Maynooth, in the All-Ire-
land Higher [Education Cham-
pionship final at Croke Park.

That year the Tuam Stars club
man played with the county in
the Connacht under-21 champion-
ship and ‘the the drawn senior
provincial final at Roscommon
with Roscommon. He was nof 1n
the team that won the replay at
Tuam, but went into the All-Ire-
land semi-final against Dublin as
a substitute and put his name on
the scoring sheet.

Talty was early enough
amongst the interprovincial jer-
sies as well. He appeared in the
Connacht attack in their unsuc-
cessful bid against Leinster in a
1976 semi-final, and won another
provincial jersey earlier this year
when called up from the substi-
tutes’ bench as a forward during
the losing puting against Munster
at Sligo in March.

Kilcoyne has been prominent
with Westmeath senior hurlers
particularly in recent Seasons.
He won an Alldreland “B” medal
in 1975, and was 1n action in the
under-21 grade last season. He is
21 and from Ringtown.

LIST OF FIXTURES
FOR U.S. TRIP

The following games
been arranged in the U.S.:

Miay 14: Carrolls All Stars v
New York in footbal] at New
York; Carrolls All Stars v All-
Ireland Champions Cork in hur-
ling at Boston.

May 21: Carrolls All Stars v
All-Ireland champions Dublin and
Cork in football and hurling at
San Francisco.

May 28: Carrolls All Stars v
the All-Ireland champions in Los
Angeles.

The referees for the tour are
Sean O’Grady, of Limerick, in
hurling, and Seamus Aldridge, of
Kildare in football.

have
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*
HISTORY
MAKERS . ..

The Thomond
College,
Limerick panel
of players who
won the
All-Ireland Club
senior foothall
Championship
for the first
time. This was
also the first
senior football
title win by a
Limerick side
since 1896. They
defeated St.
John’s of Belfast
2.14 to 1.03.

*

OME people would see it as an
intervention by Fate when
Thomond College so easily won
the All-Ireland Club football final
less than 24 hours after the
anual congress had rejected a
proposal to bar fthe National
College of Physical Education and
the universities from the club
championships. But you can take
it that Pat Spillane and his men
were not relying on fickle Fate to
beat St. John’s of Belfast.

Far be it from me to take sides
on an issue in which opposing
viewpoints are strongly, and sin-
cerely, held. Except to say that 1
believe the G.A.A. should be en-
couraging students at all the col-
leges of higher education to par-
ticipate in Gaelic games when the
choice in sport is so wide for
them in those institutions. If
allowing them to play in the club
championships — when they
have become county champions—
will encourage and exhort the
students to devote their spare

By
MICK DUNNE (RTE Sport)

time to hurling and football, then
I am all for it.

It is only logical that once a
county accepts a club affiliation
from any group — be they from
a college or a small parish—that
this club must be allowed
compete in all competitions, At
the same time I accept that there
is an inconsistency which, often
expressed during congress when
delegates were considering the
Kerry motion which emanated
from the Austin Stacks club. If a
college team is acceptable as a
competitor in the AlldIreland «club
championship, then a divisional
side which wins a county title
must similarly be allowed 1in.

Above all, Thomond College
must be seen by the G.A/A. to
play a vital part in the future
welfare of Gaelic games. The
students there must be given
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THOMOND'S RAPID RESPONSE!

every encouragement by the
Association, even with all due
respect to my friends in the
universities — more encourage-
ment, if necessary, than those
attending U.C.D., U.C.G. or U.C.C.
The university men will under-
stand when I say that the
graduates of Thomond all move
on to teaching posts and there-
fore have a significant role to
play as moulders of their pupils’
sporting interests, This is not the
case with those graduating from
the universities, only some of
whom will teach with others
going into medicine, the law or
other professions.

Consequently it is absolutely
imperative that the students com-
ing from Thomond College should
be well-disposed towards hurling
and football as they take up
positions in the secondary and
vocational schools throughout the
country. They would almost cer-
tainly not be so disposed if the

® TO PAGE 21




For years I was involved in the round buying system.
Meeting the lads after a game and drinking more than we
wanted. Then | decided to break away.

Attirst | felt slightly self conscious about breaking the old
round system, but instead of criticising me, the lads thought
It was a great idea, so now we all buy our own.

We drink as much as we like, or as little. We can come and
g0 when we please.

No such thing as arriving late and feeling obliged to buy a
round, and now - we are enjoying ourselves more.
CHEERS!

Health
Education
Bureau
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G.A.A. at Easter had taken a
decision to close the door on their
college’s participation in the All-
Ireland Club championship.

Had Brian Talty, one of the
Thomond midfielders, not come
from a family environment 1in
Tuam that gave him an early
devotion to football he might,
indeed, have turned away from
Gaelic games with some dis-
pleasure a year and a half ago.
He, you may remember, and his
fellow countyman — indeed
fellow student in Thomond —
Declan Smyth, were suspended
for six months at the end of 1976
for mplaying in the American
Board championship with a
Philadelphia club without the
proper clearance from their
county secretary.

Their contention was that they
were unaware of the need for
such clearance and were not
even sure it was a championship
game, but they were suspended
by the Management Committee
on the evidence of an investiga-
tion that was carried out by the
American Board. The players
served four months of the sus-
pension before being re-instated
by the “mercy committee” at
Easter last year. But during the
summer more than a few of us in
this country wondered about the
value of that investigation when
officers of that same American
Board made highly irresponsible
statements and threats about
David Hickey’s appearance on
the U.S. tour with the Dublin
team. I would suspect any 1n-
vestigation ever again carried
out by people who made utter-
ances as rash as these.

Happily Brian was Kkeen on
getting back into football as soon
as the suspension was lifted, for
he had been dedicated to the
game since his early playing days
with Tuam Stars and since his
first appearance in the Galway

jersey as a centre half-forward
on the 1975 under-21 side. Two
years earlier he had been a
member of the St, Jarlath’s Col-
lege team that won the All-Ire-
land title and five years through
Jarlath’s leaves a lasting football
devotion.

Brian, 23 this month, played
his first senior game with Galway
in a National League match
against Sligo in 1975 and he has
since played in four forward
positions as well as midfield. But
it was as an outstanding mid-
fielder that he contributed so
much to Thomond’s successes this
year.

Michael Kilcoyne, a dual player
from Westmeath who will be on
the U.S. trip this month with
Brian, also played a leading role
in the triumphs of the National
College of Physical Educatiomn.

Michael, 22 last January, has
played hurling and football in all
srades for Westmeath. He plays
his club hurling with Ringtown.
but assists Castletown-Finea at
football in the Westmeath cham-
pionships. It was as a hurler that
he first wore the county jersey—
in a 1974 League tie against
Kerry—and he made his football
debut in a League match against
Armagh two years ago.

Michael has now graduated
from Thomond and is already
teaching. He and the others who
leave the Limerick College have
a very important contribution,
apart from playing the games, to
make to hurling and football in
the years ahead as coaches and
trainers. But, sadly, one national
sport they and any of the present
day students at Thomond will
not be qualified to coach is hand-
ball, simply because our college
of physical education, which we
call “national”, does not include
handball on the curriculum.

This is something which the
authorities at Thomond College,
but more especially the relevani
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sector of the Department of Edu-
cation, must quickly put right.
From the beginning Thomond has
had facilities and courts for the
playing and coaching of squash,
but the plans for two 40 X 20
handball courts remain mere
drawings on an architect’s blue-
print.

Of course, there is mnothing
wrong with squash—an excellent
game in its own right—but one
would imagine that when an Irish
Government Department was
making provision for faclities at
our National College of Physical
Education ithey would at Ileast
have given equal space to one of
our national sports—even if they
did not feel under any obligation
to give priority to a national
sport.

Why the Department of Edu-
ation, or whoever advised them,
felt there was need to provide
squash courts at the NIC.P.E. (as
Thomond was originally known)
from the very beginning, but de-
lay the erection of the handball
courts has never been adequately
explained. Certainly no one could
have imagined there would have
been a demand for squash over
handball from the students enrol-
ling at the college since very,
very few of them would have
played squash before entering
Thomond.

Indeed, it would be an interest-
ing exercise if some of the Tho-
mond College authorities did a
survey among their first-year
male students to find out how
many had mplayed handball and
how many had played squash be-
fore entering the N.C.P.E. The
answers would, I am certain,
come out very heavily on the
cside of handball since nearly
every secondary school in the
country, without guestion the
hoarding schools, have some
type of handball alley—four-wall
or three-wall, open or covered.
But only a very small minority
have squash courts,

L — — - — — re— -




This year could
- for Morgan and

TH'E day I'm hoping for in

Munster football is when
Cork and Kerry will no longer be
certainties for the final. T bow to

nobody in my affection for the

red jersey and when a big cup
comes to Patrick Street it’s one
of the big days of my life, but
for the sake of the people, the
great association which entertains
us, and the mighty work in the
weaker counties, to see the
honours going around would be
terrific.

This year Waterford are
already working at the May 14
date with Tipp in Clonmel and
I think the winners will give
Kerry plenty to worry about,
Limerick will probably not beat
a very enthusiastic Clare bunch
but T don’t regard the next game
as a push-over for Cork, simply
because Clare will be good, and 1
Just don’t know how useful we’ll
be. But for the moment let’s
work on a Cork-Kerry final and
if I'm wrong (once again) I won'’t
be run out of town.

But before we even consider
whether Cork can beat Kerry
there’s another aspect to the
story which is pretty obvious to
all when set down: Dublin must
be beaten. A fine bunch of lads,
certainly, and well they have
deserved the great honours they
have won. In addition, they seem
to me to wear those honours with
a proud and indeed analytical
humility, while their readiness to
admit in public an uneasiness
when the other side plays well
(as in the Laois game) makes
them harder than ever to beat.

It takes a mighty strong pair of
legs to carry a big head and
(unfortunately) this very com-
mon malady doesn’t seem to have
struck Dublin. So in Munster we
don’t talk about who is going to
win the provincial final at all:
it’s the Alldlreland we are after
and let’s see if we can win it.
The whole country lit candles
at the Kingdom shrine when in
'75 the garsoons of the champion-
ship went out and destroyed the
great Dublin. In this day of the
blurb, good, bad and seldom in-
different, the lads from the
Kingdom, who indeed put up a

great show, were all but canon-
ised as football archangels and
they would not have been human
if the heads of some had been
turned as indeed haopened a few
good Cork footballers after ’'73.
But after the defeats of ’76 and
'77 one suspects that the tfeet are
firmly on the ground again and
that’s the firmest basis for pro-
gression.

Kerry have the panel of three
years ago and in addition can add
to it Sean Walsh, Owen Liston
and Vincent ()’Connor of Dingle
who played well last vear as
under-21 full back and at centre

l
J
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see an upswing

A proud Billy Morgan holding aloft the

Cork

field for U.C.D. in the Sigerson.
On the county league final re-
cently O’Connor had a powerful
game for Dingle against the
Stacks, scoring 2-2 on the day and
he may be a good man on the
inter-county half way line, Mike
0'Connor of  Castleisland 1s
another midfielder playing well
in the club games. Of course one
can never be sure if a man can
take the big step to inter-county
championship. All one can say is,
that so many have done so.

So with a panel of what I'll
term All-Ireland footballers,
surely no son of the mountains is

“Sam Maguire” after Cork’s great

1973 All-Ireland football championship win

going to say that Kerry aren’i
pretty good. Midfield has been
part of their problem and if they
can solve that which many say
they can, then they must be
good.

Doney O’Sullivan whose inter-
est in football, particularly the
Kerry brand, goes back in a
rather expert way over some
yvears, says to me: “Midfield was
only part of our problem against
Dublin last year. The Dublin half
backs and half forwards also had
a fairly good game with the re-
sult that they controlled the
entire middle of the field. Teams

Credit Line is a personal loan system . .. L .. el
a cash reserve . . . a source of continuous credit . .. ave won She Afidceland with
a budget plan for householders. Decide how weak midfielders. Kerry will be
much you can comfortably repay each month better this year if they are more
and we’'ll give you a credit limit for 25 times determined and if we can, as I
that amount. If you can afford £30 a month, hope, provide first class leader
for example, a Credit Line for £750 is yours. ship both on and off the field. The
Credit limits are flexible and mutually agreed — Bous gligme show by Emmpﬁe
based on how comfortably you can meet 0 thg GHEN HIGESHIN Bt e
game. We have a problem with
your monthly repayments. And when the hié. chigpt: game, s He frst step
'outstandmg balance on your loan is reduced tawards cure is fo recognise that
to 75% of the original sum, you can usually a problem exists. If the side
‘top-up’ to the full amount again. achieves a balance between the
For full details, phone our Planaloan short, passing game and the long
Department at Dublin 784199. Or pick up a delivery, then this side could
brochure at any UDT office. We're open make a lot of us sit up.
9.00 — 5.15 Monday to Friday; and through

“Dublin were there for the
lunch at Head Office in Dublin taking in last year’s semi-final

and without Kevin Moran they’ll

be weaker; so with the right

approach 1 see no reason why

Kerry can’t beat them.” And then

he added with a grin: “Of course,

we'll have to accept that Cork
® TO PAGE 24
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® FROM PAGE 23
also exist, but we’ll take care of
ye when the day comes.”

Dr, Jim Brosnan of Moyvane,
practising in Dingle, who like his

father Con tore holes in teams for

Kerry, says he thinks they' have
a sound panel. “We must combine
the short and the long game,” he
says. “And remember, the short
game demands a 1lot of guts
because you have to take a hard
tackle often in order to give an

»

Dubtex Young Generation
1 slacks look like a million
dollars - but go easy on the
pocket. Dubtex also bring
you internationally styled
and classically tailored
slacks. All beautifully
tailored. All value!
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accurate pass. If we want to stop
Dublin’s short-passing game we
must tackle hard and fair. I hope
we can field a stronger pair at
midfield this year and if so we’ll
be fairly good. Dublin may not
get through Leinster and so
either Kerry or Cork could win
it out. Cork just now don’t seem
to be great but they can alwayvs
play well against us especially in
Cork. It’s time we brought the
cup back.”

The fortunes of Cork have
been mirrored with reasonable
clarity by the career of Billy
Morgan who has blocked some
tremendous shots in the Leeside
goal and at other times taken
that disconsolate journey to the
back of the net when the ball had
been put there (not so often,
indeed) by Kerry or Dublin. I
was delighted to see that Billy is
as enthusiastic as ever and is
looking forward with a real
player’s bright courage to the
summer and the Munster final.

“We have built up a good
defence,” he says, “and though
Humphrey Kelleher’s departure
was a big loss we are lucky that
Kevin Kehilly is playing so well
at full back. I feel very happy
behind him and he has a grand
sense of anticipation. Christy
Ryan, a big, fast young man
might fill Kevin’s place at left
half back and then we must re-
place Denis Long who is a big
loss. If Vincent Coakley who has
a fine fetch makes the grade
here, we could have him and
Dave McCarthy putting it up to
everybody, but then we must get
a real scoring forward line. We
lost Declan Barron and Ray
Cummins but one never knows,
both are young enough, and they
might pull on a Cork jersey again.
Then there’s Jim Barry-Murphy,
Denis Allen, Sean O’Shea, Denis
Linehan, John Crowley the
hurler who is a very good player,
Seamas Coughlan, who if he's on
the team as captain, might really
fulfil 'his promise, and Sean
Murphy, a good winger. We have



the men, and with a bit of luck
we could find ourselves a good |
side for the first round and if we
got over that then the sky is the |
limit. Honestly, I think this is the |
year to beat Kerry. We’ll say no
more for now.”

So off he went on that sunny \
evening to have his tea, before |
going out in that wonderful
enthusiastic way of his to train \
once again at the game he loves. il
Morgan has meant a lot to Cork:
the goal he saves has so often |
set us up for a point on the other |
side. T have no doubt he’ll be just |
as good again this year.

Jerry Lucey, who played at full
back in front of the young Billy
Morgan in the ’sixties is now 4
Cork selector. He tells me that |
the aim of the present committee |
is to establish a sound panel
based on the seasoned players T |
and he hopes that the new-style
Cork championship will get the
players into good form. Big
Donal O’Sullivan the chairman,
who was incidentally the last man
to captain a winning Cork team AT
in a national league (that was | 11T :rrr"i‘]‘i*i*'*i'iﬁ"i':‘}*.’.ﬁﬁi’|'
against Meath in ’56), says that “I ‘ '-I'.
it's up to every man to earn his Ty I‘ I
place the hard way and he sees | | | .'“'i|||i"',’;
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no reason why we shouldn’t have 1 thmcarn (TS <

a good side. ‘“There’s Frank il "’“"f'ﬁhf-ll'fﬂ"l"l.f’"ﬁlﬁ"%i.t | |
Cogan as coach and selector and ‘ l e s
Teddy Owens as trainer. We have | e |
plenty names and fair enthusiasm l L S R

also. Cork should be good enough
for Clare and Kerry this year.

That’s enough for the moment.” ’[SANDE !
i % o I-leq””” ML ||||||IIFIII
So that’s it., Jim Brosnan and L::::Htlrlsll:::JIL:I1I||1||I5I:IETFI“'IITW
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Doney O’Sullivan see some faults FE R e
in the Kerry side and think these
can be cured. Donal O’Sullivan,
Jerry Lucey and Billy Morgan
know they have a Cork side that
could break out of Munster. I
think myself they are right. When &
this appears Cork will be playing | 2
Kerry at the opening of the \
Bishopstown pitch, with the game

in Gneeveguilla a fortnight after

also with the Kingdom. After that

we should be sorted out for the |
championship. It can be won.
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Already we set the pace  with modern
¥  Design % Comfort and x Per formance
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The “Inflation Beater”
Model 444 45 h.p. Tractor

£4,215 plus V.A.T.

STANDARD EQUIPMENT INCLUDES -
All-Steel Safety, Comfort Cab, Constant Running P.T.O., Disc Brakes etc

Compare our price
The Farmer who is cost

Cork:

LUCEY & O’‘CONNELLLTD.,
Kilnap, Mallow Road, Cork.
LUCEY & O'CONNELL (Bandon)
LTD.,

Bandon, Co. Cork.

Carlow:

MOODYS GARAGE,
Mill Street, Tullow, Co. Carlow.

Cavan:
F. MARTIN,

Adelaide Row, Bailieboro.

Donegal:

EAMON McNULTY,
Riverside Service Station,
Ballyshannon.

Dublin:
DONEGAN SALES LTD.,
Mulhuddart.

ROONEYS GARAGE & FARM
SERVICE LTD.,
Naul.

Galway:

LYONS TRACTOR SALES,
Brierfield, Ballinasloe.
Kerry:

BUCKLEYS AGRO SERVICE,

Ballybunion.

Kildare:

JOS. FITZPATRICK, GARAGE,
Monasterevan.

Kilkenny:

CALLAN MOTOR GARAGE,
Callan.

Laois:

GRAHAM BROS.,
Stradbally.

AGRICTRAC LTD.,
Rathdowney.

Limerick:

W. W. DOHERTY & SON LTD.,

Adare.

Louth:

MID LOUTH GARAGE,
Ardee.

Monaghan:
DEIGHANS GARAGE,
Carrickmacross.
McADAM BROS.,
Ballybay.

Meath:

REILLYS GARAGE,
Crossakiel, Kells.
Offaly: ‘

P. F. GILL LTD.
Edenderry,

S. HURST, GARAGE,

—_——

A COMPLETE TRACTOR !

with other similar quality tractors
conscious should consult his local dealer:

Roscommon:

BURKE BROS.,
Clashaganny, Fourmilehouse.
Sligo:

ENNISCRONE MOTORS,

Enniscrone.

Tipperary:
TEMPLEMORE MOTOR WORKS,
Templemore.

M. SLATTERY,

Puckane, Nenagh.

CASH’S GARAGE,

Golden. _

MUNSTER MACHINERY LTD.,

Clonmel.

Westmeu*thf
MULLINGAR TRACTORS,

Lynn Industrial Estate, Mullingar.

Wexford:

BYRNES GARAGE,
Ballinaboola.
MURPHY BROS.,

Ferns,

Wicklow:

G. WILLOUGHBY & CO.LTD.,
Carnew.

T. N. DOWZER,

Blackhill, Dunlavin.

Killeigh.



By SEAN CLERKIN

NE of the most interesting

facets of this year’s G.A.A.
Congress was the apparent inter-
est by a representative cross sec-
tion of delegates in the promo-
tion of handball.

President Con Murphy enthus-
ed about the benefits of the game,
both as a sport in itself and as
q vital factor in projecting the
comprehensive ideal of the
G.AA.

It is equally true to say that a
very favourable impression was
created by Tom Walsh, the Mayo-
born, Donega] based school
teacher, who was recently elect-
ed as President of the Irish Hand-
ball Council. Walsh spoke to the
Delegates on the question of “In-
tegration’’, which in its broadest
sense ‘means a constructive
scheme for the widespread pro-
motion of handball within the
G.A.A. This initiative by Walsh,
which obwviously will be his plat-
form during the stipulated three
vear term of his office is to be
welcomed and will certainly be
to the mutual advantage of Hand-
ball and the G.A.A.

When I spoke to Tom on the
subject he had not devised a
work plan for his policy, other
than to suggest that 1984
should be fthe target date to
achieve full integration.

“I do not propose to introduce
any grandiose schemes”, he said,
“other than to expand on the
theory that G.AJA. members
should have a wide focus on all
activities under the umbrella of
the Association, even if they have
7 specific interest in one game.”

“Handballers also have a seri-

THE NEW LH.C. CHIEF

ous commitment in this regard
in so far as they must broaden
their horizons towards the hur-
ling and football fields.”

Wihen I posed the guestion to
Tom on the future of the 60X 30
in relation to the 40X 20 game
he was obviously not poised for
an argument and dismissed me
by saying that the life or death
of either game is cast so far in
the future that one could not
fully gauge the maximum poten-
tial of either. The one area where
I did get agreement from him
was on the admimistrative struc-
tures of the game, which he be-
lieves, must be examined and
overhauled at all levels.

It is my belief that, in Tom
Walsh, the handball game will
Alourish to the same extent that
it did under his predecessor
Michael Boyce. He i1s a G.A.A.
man In its truest sense, in So
far as he believes that the Asso-
ciation will flourish by continuing
to remain steadfast to the ideal
that the games are solely not an
end in themselves, but, that they
must be garnished by promotion-
al pursuits of Cultural and Irish
Language Outlets.

In this regard, Walsh is not
pounding a hollow drum. He is a
fluent Irish speaker and is well
known as a Drama Producer and
Actor. This year he brought a
group of 50 voung people from
Donega] to compete in the finals

of Slogadh Competitions in Wex-

ford while he is also closely con-
nected with the Scor events. It
is interesting to note that he has
also won an Oireachtas medal for
acting.
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Tom Walsh’s childhood memo-
ries hark back to The Neale, in
County Mayo, where he was born
forty years ago. He remembers,
with pride, the example and in-
spiration. provided by Tom
Warde, the Principal of the Neale
National School, who introduced
him to the Language and Gaelic
Games. Thereafter, his academic
career was continued in Terenure
College and U.C.D.

Walsh spent a number of
yvears in the late fifties and early
sixties teaching in Halifax where
he became involved in the ad-
ministration of the club, was also
one of its top players and for
good measure also contributed to
the foundation of a thriving Irish
Clubb.

On his return to Ireland in
1962 to a teaching post in the
Vocational School at Gortahork
he immersed himself in local acti-
vity that saw him in the role of
player, administrator, and referee
until his elevation tg the Chair-
manship of the Donegal G.A.A.
Board, and, in turn, such roles as
Ulster Handball Chairman, Re-
presentative to the Central Hand-
ball Council, Central Council
of the G.A.A. and the Policy Com-
mittee of the G.A.A.

Wialsh has certainly served an
apprenticeship that has been hall-
marked with initiative, idealism
and the motivation to complete
projects as swiftly as possible.

He carries these characteristics
into the Presidency of the Hand-
ball Council, which he will duly
serve with dignity and dedication.

Our Best Wishes go with him.



PMPA can offer
big advantages
on your
home protection
insurance
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Please send me information on your Personal Insurance

PMPA is now equipped to handle all your
et 4 Policies as applicable to the basic details | submit below:

. . I
personal insurance needs with a new |
comprehensive service that provides the same

unrivalled expertise and economy that made |

Name
(Block letters)

PMPA Ireland’s leading motor insurers.

Add
PMPA GIVES THE BEST COVER AT LESS COST .
Check your present insurance cover against these
special PMPA features: I Phone Motor Policy No. (if any)
® Building claims settled on Full Reinstatement Basic Details:

Basis. | Buildings: £
® Contents’ claims settled on a ‘new-for-old’ Contents: £

Basis.

i Caravan: £

@ Cover on Index Linked Basis.
@® Accidental Damage Cover on Contents
(Optional).

Other (specify): £

Post to: General Insurance, PMPA Insurance Co, Ltd.,
Wolfe Tone House, Dublin 1. Tel: 786044

PMPA can provide you with first-class or your nearest PMPA office.

Insurance cover for less money. Send the

coupon now for details without committing

yourself in any way,
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SHOP PROTECTION P.M.P.A. Insurance Company Limited
Offering a most comprehensive insurance policy
for the Irish shopkeeper

® Trade Property @ Legal Liabilities ® Household Contents
® Personal Accident
® Loss of Profit Assault Cover @® Personal Liability.

Write/Phone: General Insurance, P.M.P.A. Insurance Co. Ltd.,
Wolfe Tone House, Dublin, 1. Telephone 786044.

Or contact: Your nearest P.M.P.A. Insurance Company
Office.



CAMOGIE AFFAIRS

HE start of the month past

was dominated by the annual
Congress of the Camogie ASso-
ciation when the delegates had
to face a problem which many
other associations would be glad
to have, how to cater most effi-
ciently for ever increasing num-
bers of players, of schools, of
counties and of competitions.

Like its counterpart the G.A.A.,
the Camogie Association draws
its strength from hundreds of
voluntary workers at all levels
from the Central iCouncil officials
down to the never publicised but
absolutely essential club-helpers,
who ensure that the players and
teams get to matches, who pro-
vide transport and every help,
financial and otherwise. But the
position of the Camogie Associa-
tion at the moment is that with
tens upon tens of thousands of
players, ‘All-Ireland champion-
ships in six different grades, in-
volvement at all levels of Edu-
cation from the Universities and
third level Colleges right down to
the Primary Schools, Coaching
Courses, Administration Courses,
Referee’s Courses, etc., it is essen-
tial that the Association should
have a full-time official to co-ordi-
nate and consolidate all the vol-
untary work.

A sub-committee which had
been asked to consider the need
for and the feasibility of such an
appointment reported back to the
recent Congress at Kilkenny. The
Committee’s report stressed the
urgent necessity of a full-time
appointment, but pointed out the
obvious problem was the financing
of such a project.

It was felt that there was no
point in making such an appoint-

ment unless the post was filled
by an experienced administrator
properly qualified, and properly
paid, The delegates agreed to
give Central Council authority
to proceed with such an appoint-
ment but only when ways and
means have been devised of fund-
ing the new position. Already it
has been agreed to stage a
National Camogie Walk next year
to mark the 75th anniversary of
the founding of the Camogie As-
sociation and the proceeds will go
towards the full-time officer fund.
Other suggestions are for a levy
on members.

The other very important deci-
sion taken was to expand the
Gael-Linn Cup interprovincial
competition to include both the
senior and junior grades.

For nearly twenty years this
interprovincial championship was
open to all players, but it was
eventually felt that a greater
chance should be provided for
players from the weaker counties.
So three years ago the Congress
decided to confine the competi-
tion to junior players.

That period has now elapsed.
so (Congress decided that, while
the weaker counties had benefited
from the junior status proviso,
the championship ‘has lost in
general attraction from the ab-
sense of the All-Ireland stars. So
Congress came to the sensible de-
cision to continue the competition
at both levels playing the semi-
finals and finals together where
feasible.

There were several motiong
ruled out of order because they
involved changes in the playing
rules, and these are at oresent
being revised by a special Rules
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Committee to which the sugges-
ted changes were referred. These
included a request for the aboli-
tion of the second cross-bar and
the extension of the playing time
in All-Ireland senior finals to 30
minutes aside. Meanwhile the
stage is now set for the 1978
championships and the National
League which will again be
played simultaneously through
the summer months.

Certainly the Central Fixtures
Committee will be hoping for bet-
ter luck than has been theirs in
the past two seasons when bad
weather and a series of play-offs
held the League finals back until
well into the Spring.

With Athenry having achieved
an ambition in winning the All-
Ireland club c¢hampionshin, and
the county having won the All-
Ireland minor championship and
the Willwood Tailteann medals,
I will be surprised if Galway do
not make a wvery big impact in-
deed in the forthcoming cham-
pionships. Holders Kilkenny will
have their work cut out if they
are to retain the title for the
third vear in a row. The cham-
pions have plenty of good young
players coming up from Colleges
ranks, but they will not be ready
for the big-time for another year
or two.

Cork and Antrim are still re-
building, while Limerick could
spring a surprise, but the team
that I would make precompetition
favourites for the championship
are Wexford if they can compen-
sate for the loss through retire-
ment of those two great stal-
warts, the sisters Bridget Doyle
and Kit Codd.




If you chip it, kick it, puck it, hook

it, score it, floor it, pot it, trot
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Invest with the Educational Building Society.
Head Office: Westmoreland Street Dublin 2.

There’s a branch or an agency near you. Open a savings account
today and give yourself everything to look forward to.



MOONDHARRIG'S

DIARY

WELVE months from now we

will have the fourth Uilster
President of the G.A.A. Paddy
MacFlynn, who was a convincing
winner over Wexford’s Jimmy
Roche in the final Ballot at the
recent Congress at Ballina.
Through the next year Paddy
MacFlynn will serve a kind of
apprenticeship to Con Murphy be-
fore taking over at the next Eas-
ter Congress which is due to be
held in Ulster, and already there
are suggestions that it would be
a nice gesture to the new Presi-
dent if that Congress were to be
held in County Down.

But though he has been assocl-
ated with the G.A.A. in Down for
so many years, Paddy MacFlynn
is not a Downman, He is a native
of Magherafelt in County Derry
where he was one of the found-
ers of a local Club when still in
his early teens. Indeed he was
so dedicated as to be chosen as
Secretary of the East Derry
Board when only sixteen years
old, and though he temporarily
relinquished the posts he held
when he went away to London to
be trained as a Teacher at Straw-
berry Hill Training College, when
he returned to Ireland to take
up a teaching post, he quickly
resumed his former interest.

His worth was quickly recog-
nised and he became Secretary of
Derry County Board a post he
held until 1951 when he moved
to a teaching post 1n County
Down and thenceforward gave

President-elect

has time to
find his feet

his official G.A.A. allegiance to
the Mourne County which was
also quick to recognise his value
at Executive level. Soon he was
Treasurer of Down County Board,
later became Chairman and was
honoured by his Province when
he was elected Chairman of
Ulster Council, a position he held
frem 1961 to 1964.

Down’s representative on Cent-
ral Council since 1863, Paddy
MacFlynn has had a long and
sometimes dispiriting road to the
Presidential Chair. He first ran
and was defeated in 1970, was
again among the also-rans in
1973, but was runner-up to Con
Murphy in 1976 and now has un-
deniably proved his right to suc-
ceed the Corkman. He has all
the necessary experience and ex-
pertise and he is of course the
current Chairman of the Activi-
ties Committee a post which has
been an exceedingly hot seat 1n-
deed over the past twelve months.

A 58-year-cld Primary teacher
who lives at Laurencetown in the
corner of Down outside Porta-
down, Paddy MacFlynn is the
twelfth teacher to be elected to
the highest honour within the gift
of the Association. Indeed of the
three previous Northern Presi-
dents two have been National
Teachers, Padraig McNamee,
God BRest him, and Alf Murray
who one was glad to see give us
more than one flash of his old
spirit and incisive thinking at the
Ballina Congress.

Paddy MacFlynn will now, pre-
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® Paddy MacFlynn

sumably, have to vacate his Cen-
tral Council seat, but it is not yet,
at the time of writing, clear as
to whether or mot he will con-
tinue on as Chairman of the Actil-
vities Committee. It seems to me

only logical that Paddy MacFlynn

stay on. There could not, at the
present fime be a more testing
post in which a President-elect
could serve his apprenticeship,
with the worst-ever Fixtures crux
heing further complicated by an
unexpected sequence of drawn
garnes.

Now the Activities Committee,
before several of these games, is-
sued a request that on agccount
of the parlous position, with far
more Fixtures than there were
Sundays on which to stage them,
extra time should be played
when teams finished level. There
were games when teams under-
standably did not want to con-
sent to extra time, the League
quarter-final at Croke Park was
a fair instance when Down and
Kildare finished level, but was
there any good reason why, 1in
all the circumstances, extra time
could not have been played 1in
the Oireachtas Cup hurling final
at Ballinasloe? Heaven knows
that particular competition had
already set something of a record
for modern times in the length of
time it has taken to play off,
when one considered that only
four teams were involved, and
that the first semi-final was play-
sd, and decided, away back at the

@& TO PAGE 36
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N a recent in-

terview with
GAELIC SPORT,
Tom Ronayne,
managing director
of Chrysler Ire-
land, expresed his
delight that his
company had be- S
come involved in C
the sponsorship of
the “Irish Inde- e
pendent’s” Sport- e 11
star of the Week
Award,

“Very often the
star of the match
can be on the los-
Ing side or per-
haps a team pulls
off a giant Kkilling
act only to be W i B
knocked out in L U e it
the next round. P B W R e |
This sponsorship can give recognition to such outstanding performances,” said Tom.
Our picture shows Tom Ronayne (right), managing director, Chrysler Ireland, with Pat
Courtney, Sports Editor, “Irish Independent,” at the recent announcement reception.

CHRYSLER SPONSOR WEEKLY SPORTSTAR
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Make peace of
mind your policy.

‘ HIBERNIAN
INSURANCE

Hawkins House, Hawkins Street, Dublin 2. Tel 772911
And local offices throughout the country
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LIMERICK CITY LiBRaRY

REFER ENCE

AROUND AND ABOUT

with Neil McCavana

HOPE that the spirited drawn

Railway Cup football final on
Easter Monday will finally bury
all the loose talk we have had to
put up with monotonously year
after year for some time past that
the players in general are no
longer interested in the interpro-
vincial championships.

I have made it a point in recent
times to ask hurlers and foot-
ballers if they felt the Railway
Cup tests should go by the board.
Not a single player supported
such a move,

Some remarked to me that it
appeared as 1if it was the press
alone that wanted to see an end
to the competition. Others were
so keen on the Railway Cup
matches that they suggested that
the provinces should oragnise
more and more training sessions
each year in order to develop
teamwork and work-out tactics.

Be that as it may, I don’t see
how anyone can from now on
complain about a lack of com-
mitment from the players after
the drawn Munster-Ulster match.
if ever a game provided a “way
out” for footballers as far as a
disinterested approach for the
Railway Cup was concerned, it
was undoubtedly that FEaster
match — particularly as far as
the Ulster players were concern-
ed.

Nearly all the Northerners were
in action the day previous in
competitive ties, yet that did not
prevent them from putting in the
effort for the province, with Colm
McAlarney deserving special men-
tion.

When I took up my position in
Croke Park just beside the dug-

out, the big Down midfielder was

having his right thigh bandaged.
Then, he went on to turnp In a

fine game, and almost earned
Ulster a dramatic victory with
virtually the last kick of the
game, when his shot for a point
went wide. ‘

All this, less than twenty-four
hours after the Castlewellan club
man had given one of the finest
individual performances 1 'have
seen anywhere in years when
leading down to their National
League quarter final replay win
over Kildare in extra time. That
was a gruelling tour-de-force by
the Down skipper as he covered
nearly every part of the head-
quarters pitch with an energy
sapping but progressive display
that saw him pull his weight in
defence, at midfield and in the
attack,

No one could have complained
if, after that powerful show and
the amazing amount of ground he
covered, the long-serving Down
ace had opted out of the Rallway
Cup decider. Yet, the enthusiasm
of McAlarney for the interpro-
vincial final was infectious, and
as the players trooped off the
field at the final whistle, there
was no mistaking the delight of
the big midfielder and his team-
mates from the North at having
lived to battle another day.

Nor was the enthusiasm for the
game confined to Ulster. Pat
Spillane, who had led Thomond
College, Limerick, so splendidly
to their historic All-Ireland club
football final win the day before,
was one of Munster’s most effi-
cient units,

Nor was the edge of the
Southern footballers dulled by
the fact that the province had
won the title for three years pre-
viously. There was certainly
enough evidence on the field, and
around the dug-out to indicate
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that all in the holders’ camp
were very keen to Kkeep the
trophy in the province.

I will, as a result of Easter
Monday 1978 be much less toler-
ant than I have, of any who may
in the future belittle the commit-
ment of the plavers to the Rail-
way Cup.

X x *

The U.S. tour this month will
once more badly hit at the senior
inter-county fixtures schedule, but
one bright side to this is that the
under-21 championships will come
more strongly into the spotlight
than has been the case in most of
the past seasons.

I think the Asociation is losing
out badly in not using these cham.
pionships as vehicles to try out
some new angles in the fixtures
schedule.

These championships, for In-
stance, like most competitions in
Gaelic games, drag on over g very
lengthy period. The opening shots
last vear were fired in early April,
yet the finals were not played
until October,

I fail to see why these tests
drag out over such a long period.
I know that Sunday dates are at
a premium, but what 1s wrong
with week-evenings?

We have had matches, includ-
ing provincial finals, on week
evenings in the past, and Ulster
have broken new ground this year
with Saturday fixtures at under-
21. So, why not run off the entire
championships between April and
July on week-days?

T don’t see that this would pose
any great problems. It would en-
hance the appeal of the cham-
pionships, I have little doubt,, and
might help to streamline the

® TO PAGE 39
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Shock could

well work

wonders for

pperary

Ti

By JAY DRENNAN

HE position occupied by Tip-

perary just mow 1in the hurl-
ing scene 1s one which would
have taken a fertile imagination
to conjure only a few years aso.
In 1971, for instance, when they
powered their way 10 their last
AllIreland victory, they seemed
to have a company that mixed
veterans and experienced players
with young fellows who seemed
to promise the future.

But that is only something less
than seven years ago and for most
of that time Tipperary have been
far from the top of the hurling
world. Indeed, we have come to
expect moderate League perfor-
mances from them followed by a
stirring but inadequate showing
in the championship.

In a way, therefore, it is 1O
surprise to find them performing
poorly . . . but to find them rele-
gated into Division 1B 1s a sore
shock. They seemed to be free of
such indignity, those traditional
giants of the game. Mayvbe, in
fact, we were simply blinded by
2 whole-hearted trust in the fixity
of things when related to the
status of the hurling giants.

Because of this very surprise
it may well be that what some
Tipperary officials have said
about relegation doing them good
might just be right. For, if it
brings a jolt of surprise to an

X%
A glimpse of
former glory.
Michael Maher
and John Doyle
(Tipperary)
clash with
Wexford's
Martin Codd
in the 1965
All-Ireland Final.
Tipperary went
on to win their
21st title by
2-16 to 0-10.

¢

outside observer, what must 1t
do to Tipperary folk themselves?
Smarting with the humiliation of
it all they may well knuckle down
to business in a manner which
had not been known since the
dedicated men of the fifties and
sixties gradually faded out.

Of course it must also be said
that some of the worst of the
pain has ben killed by the more
recent humiliation of their great
rivals, Cork, who accompany them
into the second-class category for
1978-9. Cork and Tipperary to-
gether — a nice bag, indeed !

However, bad and all as it is
to see such counties dumped from
the top section and expelled from
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the company of their peers, it
may well have one important side
effect of great value. With Cork
for Tipperary to meet, and with
Tipperary for Cork to meet, it will
not be entirely a barren wilder-
ness. There will be some incen-
tive: the standards of both coun-
ties need not drift away catas-
trophically through lack of any
kind of exciting competition — as
happened to counties like Water-
ford and Limerick when they
spent some time in that Division.

And, naturally, the fact that
Cork and Tipperary are In the
Division will mean that the gates
will not be so terribly diminished

® TO PAGE 37
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start of last Summer. Now, because there was no
attempt to play extra time at Ballinasloe, it is going
to be very hard to get that Oireachtas Final played
betore Cork, plus a couple of the Galwaymen, take
oft for the United States.

Even more puzzling is the fact that extra time
was not played in the Railway Cup football final
That game had already been arranged for Easter
Monday in order to fit it in. Even at that, it attracted
what could only be described as a minimal crowd.

Yet, despite the almost catastrophic Fixture posi-
tion, extra time was not played, and, whatever about
LLeague games, there was nothing at stake in that
one except the title and the medals. T know there is
no necessity, under rule, for the players and officials
to agree to extra time when teams draw at a first
meeting, but when one considers the critical position
fixture-wise I feel they should have agreed to do so
both at Ballinasloe, and at Croke Park on Easter
Monday. By not doing so, they reduced the appeal
from the Activities Committee to no more than a
pious aspiratioui.

Deep down, of course, the problem of the Fixtures
chaos is based on two factors, the proliferation of
comipetiiions and the American trip through the best
three weeks in May.

In spite of the already overcrowded schedyle there
were proposals at Congress for (a) a minor All-
Ireland club championship in both hurling and foot-
ball, (b) a revival of the junior championships, (c)
a revival of the Special Under-16 hurling champion-
S‘hhp

Fortunately the minor club championship sugges-
tion was turned down, the delegates were reminded
that counties still had the option of choosing between
the junior and under-21 grades, and the revival of
the Special Under 16 hurling championship accepted.
This was the only one of the three motions that
really made sense, as it helps the promotion of hurl-
ing and can presumably be played on Saturdays, thus
not being affected by the despairing cry of Senator
Jack Fitzgerald from Meath, “If we sanction any
more Alldreland competitions we will need not 52
but 352 Sundays in the year.”

We were promised, both in the course of the de-
bates, and even more strongly in Con Murphy’s
Presidential address, that the entire Fixtures’ struc-
ture is being brought under review, senior All-
[reland dates and all, and that the American Tours
will also be reconsidered. In that regard I was inter-
lested In a motion that suggested these tours take
place during the so-called “closed” season. Now you
couldn’t play on the American East Coast at that
time of year, but you could play in California and
that is where everyone wants to g0. So that might
prove to be a very good ideas,.
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when those counties play even if
the opposition is sometimes not
quite what it would be expected
to move them,

But, along with the good there
are also some dangerous possi-
bilities. For Tipperary, now that
they have seen the All-Ireland
champions Cork come down to
join them, there is the danger that
they may laugh and say that rele-
gation 1s mnot such a serious
thing after all: when the All-
Ireland champions go in for it
surely it cannot mean much.

And they might conclude that
relegation did not really mean
anything by way of comment on
the situation of Tipperary, and
that there was not any reason
why they should not be in the
shake-up for next September’s
All-Ireland.

That conclusion would be false
and dangerous. It is an easy way
out for those who have not in
them the mordl courage to face
up to the deteriorated condition
of the game in County Tipperary.

It was not until last summer
when I saw a Tipperary county
championship game being plaved
before some big inter-county
game that the full realisation of
the decline began to strike me.
In case this was an untypical ex-
ample T went back to see three or
four other senior championship
games in the county before the
end of the year, and was dismayed
to find that the evidence of the
first game was true.

Thinking back, as near as 1
can remember, it must be the
middle sixties since I actually saw
any senior club championship
games in Tipperary. At that time
I was not unfamiliar with the
scene there. To say 1 was sur-
prised at the drop in standard is
putting it mldly. Even when
some percentage is allowed for the
“far away hills” syndrome, there
could be no doubting that the
ordinary club player of to-day 1is
miles behind his counterpart of

@ Roger Ryan (centre), one of Tipperary's outstanding forwards
for many years.

a little more than a decade ago.

Two points, in particular, apart
from the broad and not very help-
ful generalisation struck me.
First, the big names of that time
stuck out a mile in club com-
petition. Of course they were
marked men but that made their
presence even more noticed. To-
day, there are hardly any names
that appear more prominent than
others, and even when players
are accepted inter-county men
they do not create the same
sense of size and dominance In
the club games.

Second, the second line of
players which was always there
before — those handy men who
were of immense value and
either cunning, polished, knacky
or strong according to their par-
ticular category — has simply
disappeared. They were men
apart in club competition and ac-
cepted as such, needing as much
attention as inter-county men,
though seldom getting it, of
course, and, therefore, often
emerging as match winners. But,
put them in g county jersey and,
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somehow, it would smother them
— they just were not intended
for the Croke Park trail.

To-day, I'm afraid, this cate-
gory of second line players sim-
ply does not exist. There are a
few with recognisable character-
istics of the breed, but that is
2 1) R

So Tipperary have plenty of
mending to do and a lot of hard
groundwork to restore the posi-
tion that was so rich and rare
in the 1950s and much of the
1960s, but which was, obviously,
too much taken for granted.

They will have to settle for
something less than the greatness
they remember and work towards
it with real intensity., And that
must now be done within the
fight for promotion next autumn.
At least, they will have an ex-
cuse for buckling into the revival
of hurling in the county, some-
thing they could not focus on
while the memory of the greats
was still green and was being
misinterpreted as promising the
future for all time.
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O'Donoghue in the centre, where
their combination of skills and
niceties from Clarke and staying
power with honest endeavour
from ‘O'Donoghue blended too
effectively for Cork.

Further proof, perhaps, of the
possibilities of this pairing were
evidenced in the adversity of the
quarter-final game against Lime-
rick. Galway had dominated the
first half and appeared to be win-
ning; immediately after the inter-
val 'O’Donoughue had to leave
the field with an injury, and
many ascribe the fall off of Gal-
way which allowed Limerick to
rampage intg the ame to that
accident.

No doubt the defeat by Lime-
rick and the manner of it, with
sop many players showing less
than the requisite heart and de-
dication, not to mention fitness
and resilience against the Lime-
rick onslaught, will cause Galway
a lot of remorse.

They had reached a point
where they were being watched
by all with care as the team most
likely to cause a lot of trouble in
the rest of the League and the
championship afterwards. It was
important for morale, as well as
to keep opponents and potential
opponents on the hop that they
should have held their form.

Maybe they will prove the
lapse against Limerick as being
untypical and temporary, and it
might even be the cause of com-
placency in some future oppon-
ents. Yet that is the negative way
to look at things. And the truth
is more likely to be that Galway
have a big job of moral repair
to perfform. Unecessarily so, too,
since they had everything in
hand after the Cork game.

It is to be hoped they will col-
lect the pieces and get everyone
pulling together with a will be-
cause they are far too talented
not to play better and far too ex-
citing to watch to be denied to us
the followers.

wow AROUND AND ABOUT v
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senior championships programime.

Tony Hanahoe in an interview
in GAELIC SPORT back in De-
cember 1976 made the point that
he felt the senior championships
dragged on over too long a period
—and I could not agree more.

I think, too, the under-21 cham-
pionships are tailor-made to ex-
periment with an open-draw prin-
ciple. It would proably be un-
realistic to have a complete open-
draw because of the distances
and the age limit involved, but
a break-away from the provincial
boundaries could be introduced
by introducing four new zones.

This would end the Kerry/{Cork
monopoly of the Munster scene,
and Inject new variety in the
other provinces as well. And,
again it would prove a profitable
way of evaluating the merits or
otherwise of the full open-draw in

the top grade.
* * *

London, who handed Leitrim a
rare oid shock in last year’s Con-
nacht senior football champion-
ship, will be back on the Western
circuit on May 21 when they open
their 1978 provincial campaign
with a visit to Sligo.

I hear that they are likely to
have some exciting new faces in
their squad.

There are those who say that
the championships should be con-
fined to home teams, but my
view 1is that if London wish to
take part In competitive play
here then it is up to officials to
facilitate them. It seems to me
that the arrangement provides an
added incentive for Exiles to keep
up their interest in the game In
the British capital.

I’'m particularly pleased to see

® TO PAGE 44
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l GAELIC SPORT,
80 UPPER DRUMCONDRA ROAD,

RESULTS
SUMMARY

NATIONAL LEAGUE

Football. March 17. At Croke
Park: Laois 4-9; Cavan 2-10.
Down 1-13; Kildare 3-7. Draw.
March 26. At Croke Park: Down
I-15; Kildare 1-11. Replay. In extra
time. Semi-finals: April 2. Dub-
lin 0-12; Laois 0-7. April 9: Mayo
0-10; Down 0-8.

Hurling. March 19. At Kilkenny:
Wexford 2-13; Offaly 2-6. April
2. At Kilkenny: Wexford 2-10;
Waterford 1-9. At Thurles: Lime-
rick 3-16; Galway 4-5. Offaly 1-9;
Cork 0-9. Semi-finals: April 9.
At Thurles: Clare 2-16, Limerick
3-6. At Carlow: Kilkenny 3-5;
Wexford 2-8. Draw. Division TII—
April 9. At Irvinestown: Ferma-
nagh 5-10; Tyrone 1-2. At Castle.
blayney: Monaghan 2-8; Derry
3-9. Draw.

197879 LEAGUE

Fogtball: March 26: At Lurgan:
Derry 3-6; Armagh 0-7. At Bally-
bay: Monaghan 2-10; Louth 0-8.
At ILisnaskea: Longford 1-10;
Fermanagh 0-9. At Tullamore:
Otfaly 1-12; Meath 1-8. At As
keaton: Clare 1-9; Limerick 0-7.
At Wexford: Wexford 0-12; Car-
low 0-10. At Aughrim: Wicklow
8-12; Kilkenny 4-4. April 2: At
Clonmel: Meath 2-7; Tipperary
0-7. At Sligo: Sligo 1-11; Long-
ford 1-7.

DR. McKENNA CUP

Foothall: April 2. At Belfast:
Armagh 2-5; Antrim 1-6. At Bally-
bofey: Tyrone 2-8: Donegal 1-7.
At Newry: Down 0-9; Derry 0-9.
At Ballybay: Fermanagh 0-12;
Monaghan 1-6.

LEINSTER CHAMPIONSHIPS

Under-21 Hurling: April 2: At
Newbridge: Kildare 7-9; Wicklow
2-5. At Athboy: Meath 2-7: West-
meath 0-7.

OIREACHTAS CUP

Final: March 19. At Ballina-
sloe: Galway 2-8; Cork 2-8. Draw.

RAILWAY CUP
Football: Semi-finals, March 19.
At Cavan: Ulster 1-7; Leinster
0-7. At Sligo: Munster 2-6: Con-
nacht 0-7. Final, March 27. At
Croke Park: Ulster 2-7;: Munster
2-7. Draw,

REPRESENTATIVE GAME

Football: April 9. At Croke
Park: Final: Combined Univer-
sities 2-9; Advanced Colleges 0-11.

CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS

Football: Final, March 26. At
Croke Park: Thomond College,

Limerick 2-14; St. John’s Bel-
fast 1-3.
Hurling: Semi-finals, March

26. At Wexford: Rathnure, Wex-
ford 2-20; Four Roads, Roscom-
mon 2-8. At Cork: St. Finbarr’s,
Cork 6-12; Rossa, Belfast 1-16.
Final, March 27, At Thurles: St.
Finbarr’s 2-7; Rathnure 0-9.

COLLEGES’ FINALS
Connacht—Football. March 17.

At Charlestown: St. Jarlath’s,
Tuam 1-11; St. Colman’s, Clare-
morris 0-6. Hurling, March 19. At
Ballinasloe: Our Lady’s, Gort
1-7; Garbally College, Ballina-
sloe 0-3.

Leinster—Football, Carmelite
College, Moate 1-9; St. Mel’s,
Longford 0-10. Hurling. St. Peter’s,
Wexford 1-6; St. Kieran’s, Kil-
kenny 0-5. Both games at Croke
Park on March 19.

CAMOGIE

All-Ireland Club final. March
19. At Athenry: Athenry 10-5:
Portglenone, Antrim 1-1.

HANDBALL

Gael-Linn Cup final (60 x 30).
March 18. At Croke Park: R.
Lyng (Wexford) beat P Reilly
(Kilkenny) 21-15.

All-Ireland (40 x 20) Senior
Semi-finals. April 1. At Ennis:
Doubles: Pat and Mick Kirby
(Clare) beat Michael Ward and
Gerry Scully (Galway) 21-11, 9-21,
21-18. April 2. At Enniscorthy:
Singles: Joey Maher (Louth)
beat Greg Sheridan (Cavan) 21-13,
21-12.

All-Ireland (40 x 20) Senior
Semi-finals, April 9. At Clare-
morris: Singles: Pat Kirby (Clare)
beat Peadar MicGee (Mayo) 9-21,
21-14, 21-18. Senior 'Doubles:
at Monaghan: S. Buggy and J.
Goggins (Wexford) beat M. Con-
way and J. Kelly (Armagh) 21-10,
21-6.
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JUNIOR DESK

BEILI-E-V-E it or mnot “Junior
Desk” is 8 years old this
month. How time flies. It hasn’t
changed that much over the years.
The young people who write 1n
grow up and like the Artane
Boys’ Band are replaced by others
eager to have their say. Keep
writing. The Mailbag is the 1m-
portant part of this column. I'm
grateful to Jimmy Smyth, Secre-
tary of the Activities Committee
of the G.A.A. for taking the time
to reply to one of our most regu-
lar Mailbag correspondents,
Seamus Woulte.

DERMOT EARLEY

Our Cut-out this month is Ros-
common’s Dermot Earley who
has made a remarkable return
to the big time since returning
from the Middle East. 1 have
watched Dermot Earley’s pro-
gress since he was a star player
with St. Nathy’s College, Ballagh-
aderreen. I always seem to brac-
ket himself and Jimmy Duggan of
Galway together because of the
parallel nature of their careers.
Dermot i1s a powerful player of
mighty physique. He 18 a great
sportsman and we congratulate
him on his choice as Cut-Out.
The Army man is a superb ex-
ample to our youth.

BOOK'S

This month 1 have two reviews:

The History of the South Liber-
ties Hurling Club (1884-1976) by
Antoinete McGinley.

(Price £1.00 does not include
postage from Liam 0’Connell,
Treasurer, South Liberties G.A.A.
Club, Ballyneety, Co. Limerick).

I applaud every club which
takes on the task of compiling
its own history. This club was
lucky that the author adopted
this as a Project for her studies
in the N.C.P.E. in Thomond and
the club decided to publish her
work. The 64-page booklet 1is
printed on art paper and is well

sprinkled with photos old and
new.
Score (Issue No. 5 of the

official magazine of Down GAA).
This is a 32-page booklet that im-
proves with every issue. I love
its Junior Scene and activity
columns. There is a first class
interview with Sean O’Neill and
another article believe 1t or not
tells the story of eight years of
Junior Desk written by myself. 1
like the new cover design. The
Editorigl Committee, Sean Magor-
rian, Leslie Burnett and Dan
McCartan deserve every encour-
agement. Every County Board in
Ireland should get a copy.

(Price 30p, including postage,
from Sean Magorrian, 2 Bay
Road, Ballykinlar, Downpatrick,
Co. {D'ﬂ'“m.)
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Mailbag
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“Cork Hurling Fan”, Dillons
Cross, Cork, “I'm delighted to
hear your second Quizbook 1s
ready and soon to be published.
When will it be in the shops?
Junior Desk continuesg to be the
most interesting feature in
GAELIC SPORT every month. It’s
usually the first item I read, and
I'm sure it’s the same with most
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grown-ups like myselt.”

@ ['m blushing. Still keep read-
ing it first! (I.M.)

J. Walsh, Sec., Old Als Camogie
Club, Cork. “Dear Jack—You were
asked in the January edition of
Junior Desk if Angela and Ann
Downey of Kilkenny were the
first and only set of twins to win
Senior All-Ireland Camogie medals
together, Your answer to the ques-
tion was not accurate,

The Hegarty twins, Maureen
and Patty, played together in
three All-Ireland finals:

1941 v Dublin: Maureen at
centreback and Patty at right for-
ward;

1942 v Dublin: Maureen at
centreback and Patty at left wing;

1943 v Dublin: Maureen at
centreback and Patty at centre
forward.

Cork defeated Dublin 7-5 to 1-2
in the 1941 final so the Hegartys
hold All-Ireland medals. Maureen
played for our club throughout
her career. She spent a number
of vears in your part of the coun-
try when ‘her husband, Barry
Dromey, was working in A.LB.,
Ballinasloe. Patty lined out for
U.C.C. from 1941-44 but played
prior and after with our club.

I am glad that you include
Camogie from time to time In
your Junior Desk.”

@® Thanks for the information.
Pm happy to print it in full. And
I'm delighted to include mention of
Camogie in Junior Desk. (J.M.)

Thomas Rodgers, Fortunestown,
Saggart, Co. Dublin is 11 years
old and a Dub fan who thinks
Mick Dunne is making a great

@ OVERLEAF
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success of Gaellic Stadium. This s
the first time Thomias has wrttien
to us in Junior Desk,

® Fdilte, Thomas. Keep writing.
(J.M.)

Patrick McEvoy, 8 (lintons

Park, Downpatrick, Co. Down has

sent me on details of SHOOT’s
1978 Collectors Album. In fact
Dermot McCarthy sent one Oon to
me dfrom England with some
stickers and they both fee] that
we In the G.A.A. should be mov-
ing in that direction. As Patrick
writes “I am certain if we had
a G.A/A. Collector’s Album that
it would be a very potent instru-
ment for promoting our games
among the 8-12 years age group”’.
® Both Patrick and Dermot will
be glad to know that moves are
afoot, in fact. steps are actively
being taken to have such an album
and a sticker scheme on G.AA.
stars here in the very near future.
But more details later. (J.M.)

Leo MecGough, Browne’s Hill
Rd., Carlow one of our greatest
fans here a few Years ago writes
again to tell us of the launching
of the book CARLOW HURLING
MEMORIES with which he 1S as-
sociated. He pays tribute to P.
L. Curran for his great work for
the book. “All I can say is that
it is really great to have been
involved in the publishing of 2
book and I would like to thank
you for starting me off in Junjor
Desk. T remember the great thrill
when one’s name appeared in
print and if you included a few
words at the end of the letter it
meant al] the world.”

® Thanks Leo. Your words of
gratitude make Junior Desk 50
meaningful. \[I' love Junior Desk and
will keep at it. But Your last com-
menis make it so much better. F{
hope “Carlow Hurling Memories”
s a great success. (J.M.)

Patrick J. Hughes (Junior), 42
Oakman St., Belfast BT 12 7BP
writes to say Mayo beat Down
oot Kerry in the 1970 N.F.L.
final. He has the following list of
tapes of GJAA. games which he
will swop for gther tapes or pro-
srammes: 1973 N.JFL. Fin al,
Kerry v Offaly; 1973 All-Ireland
S.F.C. Final, Cork v Galway: 1974

e, i

AlliIreland Semi-Final, Cork v
Dublin; 1974 All-Ireland Final,
Dublin v Galway: 1976 N.F.L.
Final, Dublin v Derry: 1975
N.H.L Final, Galway v Tipperary:
1975 All-Ireland S/H.C. Semi.
Final, Galway v Cork.

® Now thar's a great offer. I'd
like a copy of the last one myself.
Paddy Flanagan, the Waestmeath
P.R.O., tells me he has a great col-
lection of tapes. (J.M.)

Thomas Ryan, Riversfield, Spa-
well Road, Wexford: “I think
Gaelic Sport should have a com-
petition every month. Where
could I get a Lucozade wall
chart?”

@ As a special surprise we are
sending you one. (J.M.)

Kevin  Falvey, Knockanish
West, The Spa, Tralee, Co. Kerry
feels there are too many ads. in
Gaelic Sport, is confident that
Cork footballers will be back at
the top again shortly if they can
come to grips with the dual star
problem, wants to know if there
i1s any publication as a guide to
training for Gaelic football. “I
would like a Cut«Out of Sean
Walsh, whose mother taught me
for a short time last year. Sean
ls the best young player in Ire-
land. I was delighted with the
Cut-Out of P, J. Molloy. He was
my hurler of 1977. Finally, 1
think Dublin will win the NJF.L.
even though they will miss Kevin
Moran’s attacking flair.”

@ Kevin, your letier wins You
a copy of the following two books,
“Fitness for Gaelic Football” by
Joe Lennon (Price 45p) and “Peil—
Gaelic Football Skills” (Price 25p).
Readers should write to the G.A.A.
Shop in Croke Park for a price list
which includes q list of current
G.A.A. publications available.
(J.M.)

Fergal Walsh, ¢/o St. Finbarr’s
Seminary, Farranferris, Cork
wants a Carrolls All-Star Chart.
He tells me he wrote for one last
year and wasn sudcessful.

® Write to Mr. Pat Heneghan,
Public Relations Ména.ger, Carrolls,
Grand Parade, Dublin, again., He is
a busy rran but you may be luck-
ier this time. (J.M.)
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Gerry Pender, Ballymorris
Upper, Aughrim, Arklow, Co.
Wicklow feels the Railway Cups
should be continued and run off
on a holiday weekend like Whit
weekend, semi-finals on Sunday,
the final on Monday. “Even re-
cent years’ finals have produced
some great displays, like Jimmy
Barry-Murphy’s four goals in the
1975 football final, Pat Spillane’s
display in the ’76 final, Colm
Doran’s and Mick Brennan’s dis-
plays in the '77 hurling final. And
then there are the players from
the weaker counties, such as
Eddie Webster (Tapperary),
Michael Martin (Leitrim), Padh-
raic Horan (Offaly) and Pat
Dunny (Kildare) who would be
denied this exposure if the Rail-
way Cups were discontinued.”

® ! still think the Railway Cups
are on the way out. Your weekend
suggestion may be ‘a lifesaver for
them. Certainly they need a shot
in the arm. (J.M.)

Donal Ring, Coolavokig, Lissa.
creasig, Macroom, (Co. Cork
answers Tommy Flaherty’s ques-
tions as follows: (1) The hand-
Pass should not be banned {2
The Railway Cups should not be
dropped. Donal can’t see why I'm
S0 anti-Railway Cup. (3) Palmed
Scores in  hurling should be
banned but not in  ‘football.
Kicked scores in hurling should
be allowed. Donal thinks the
Goals and Saves of the Year on
R.T.E. were good ideas and he
disagrees with Patrick Byrne in
saying that we are copying our
English counterparts,

Donal thinks wee Charlie
McCarthy wil be a good Cork
hurling captain. His best out-
siders for the All-Irelands are
Galway (H) and Cork (F). This is
his best hurling team in Ireland
now.

N. Skehan, F. Larkin, W, Mur-
phy, J. Horgan, C. Doran, 8. Silke,
D. Coughlan, T. Cashman, G.
MicCarthy, C. Honan, M. Quigley,
J. B Murphy, C. McCarthy, R.
Cummins and E. Cregan.

@® How could you leave out lgoy

Clarke, one of \the best hurlers we
have ever had in Galway?! (J.M.)



Denis Sweeney, Meenaguish,
Letterbarrow P.0, Co. Donegal
wants the following programmes:;
All-Ireland S.F. Finals, 1950, '51,
52, '54, 95, 96, '57 and '58. All-
[reland S.H. Final, 1964. N.F.L.
Fiﬂﬂls, 19'60, !6'1:1 :'841 FG:S: ’BE}} }6;83
69, '70, *71 and 74 (draw and re-
pl!ay),N..H.L.-Fﬁneu]Js, 1960, '61, '64,
65, '66, '67, '68, '69, 70, "1, 2.
72 and '74. For the above he has
the following programmes which
he can swop: Alldreland S.F.
Finals, 61, '62, ’63, 65, 66, ’712,
74, 75, T6. Denis writes to say
he got the Tyrone G.A.A. Year-
book from John MdCusker.

@® Programme  collectors  will
note that Denis has some good
programmes to swop, Thanks John
McCusker for looking after the
Tvrone G.A.A, Yearbook crux.
All's well that ends well. (J.M.)

Norman Rochford, The Square,
Gort, Co. Galway got a leg injury
in a street league game but is
0.K. again. He wants to know
where he can get a G.A.JA. Daary.
He is full of praise for G.A.A.
President Con  Murphy and
wants a Cut-Out of Jimmy Dug-
gan or Ogie Moran or Finbarr
Gantley of Beagh. He would like
to see a football team as well as
a hurling team in Gort.

® Write to Siopa C.LC.G. re
G.A.A. Diary. There are some
available. (J.M.)

Brian Treanor, Dundian, Emy-
vale, Co. Monaghan wants to
know about the availability of
casette tapes or tapes of any
kind of All-Ireland finals.

® Some Junior Desk readers
will be getting in fouch with you
I'm sure. Let me know how suc-
cessful you are in getting this in-
formation. (J.M.)

Tony McGinty, 8 Tonragee Mid,
Tonragee P.0., Westport, Co.
Mayo wants to know if he can
get any of the following tapes:
All-Ireland S.F. Finals 1958, ’59,
60, 61, ‘63, '64, 65, 66, 68, T2
(draw and replay); All-Ireland
S.H. Finals 1958, '59 (draw and
replay), 60 and ’67. Also tapes of
Mayo’s All-Ireland wins of ’50
and '51.

@ Tapes are becoming a great
craze. All you tape collectors are
asked to note Tony's requirements.

(J.M.)
Thomas Walsh, 1 Ardcairn
View, Ballintemple, Cork Ilives

near Pairc Ui Chaoimh and goes
down regularly to see Cork train-
ing for big games. Thomas has a
great regard for Tom Cashman’s
hurling. “I think Mick Dunne
does a great job with Gaelic

Stadium. He deserves great
credit.”

@ Mick will be delighted with
that tribute. (JI.M.)

SUMMER-TIME

@® One of the Summer sights |
love to see is a ‘group of lads
eagerly tussling for the sliothar.
The popularity of the new Caman
Wavin is emphasised in the pic-
ture above in which all the voung
stars are using the new hurley,

Dermot McCarthy, Carbery, 20
Fairfield Rd., Bath, England tells
me that Frank Doran’s scrapbook
is now in the care of Croke Park
where it will remain permanent-
ly. “I hope to get to this year’s
All-Ireland hurling final. I hope
too that the G.A.A’s sticker
album wull be launched soon. It
should go down very well.” Once
again, Dermot pays great tribute
to Frank Bellew, Chairman
Gloucestershire Co. Board, “who
was mainly responsible for get-
ting under-age football going
here and thereby ensuring the
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survival of the G.A.A. in Britain.”

@ Dermot, [ keep scrapbooks
myself and have abour 70. 1
wouldn't part with them for any-
thing. I'll be very anxious to have
a look at Frank Doran’s scrapbook
and [ applaud you and Frank’s
family for giving it to Croke Park.
(J.M.)

Martin Maher, Clashagad, Dun-
kerrin, Birr, Co. Offaly is very
disappointed that Tipperary were
relegated. “Offaly played very
poorly in Thurles. They never
seem to get distance into their
shots.”

@ Martin, Offaly have improved
immensely these past few years and
are now in the rtop bracket of hur-
ling teams. Their dedication to hur-
ling is paying off. (J.M.)

Anthony Murphy, Doolough,
Connolly, Ennis, Co. Clare loves
Junior Desk and the colour Cut-
Out. His best team since 1975 is
S. Durack, F. Larkin, M. O0’Doh-
erty, J. O’Brien, G. Loughnane,
M., Jacob, C. Doran, M. Moroney,
P. Moylan, J. Connolly, J. Barry-
Murphy, P. J. Molloy, C. McCar-
thy, T. Doran and E. Keher.
Anthony wants a Lucozade G.A.A.
wall charit.

@ We are sending vou one as a
surprise prize. (J.M.)

Martin Carley, 1, Glenview,
Castlepollard, Co. Westmeath
hopes Galway or Limerick win
the N/H/XL. Martin has over 300
G.A.A. books and has nearly 150
GAELIC SPORTS (every copy
since 1966 excepting the vyear
1969). He loves the G.A.A, Diary
1978. Martin enjoyved the Water-
ford v Westmeath N .H.L.. game at
Castletowngeoghegan and is thril-
led that Michael Kilcoyne in go-
ing to the U.S. with the Al] Stars.
Finally Martin wants a West-
meath Cut-Out and asks why
Mick Dunne isn’t in charge of
Sports Stadium on Saturdays.
Finally he would like to get
copies of GAELIC SPORT for the
yvear 1969.

@ That's a tremendous library
of G.A.A. books. Some day Ill
count my own and we'll compare
notes! (J.M.)

Philip Maher (same address as
Martin) writes for the first time

@ OVERLEAF




1s 9 years old. His favourite hur-
ler 1s Martin Doherty and Pat
Spillane is his No. 1 footballer.
His dfavourite Moneygall club
players are Pat Sheedy and

Philip Fanning.,

@® Philip, you win a Tipperary
G.A.A. scarf. Welcome to Junior
Desk. (J.M.)

Sean 0g McAteer, Age 16, Stella
Maris, Ballincraig, Newry, Co.
Down is very keen on the G.A.A.
and is the mamager of a team in
the Newry Streets League. He is
also the League’s P.R.O. He tips
Down to go a long way this year.
“Where can I get some Wall-
charts to illustrate the skills of
the game?”

® Sean Og, you win a Down
G.A.A. Bobcap. Write to Health
Education Bureau, 52 Upper Mount
St., Dublin 2 for the wall charts
you require and mention GAELIC
SPORT, (J.M.)

J. J. Ryan, Top Cross, Lisgoold,
Leamlara, Co. Cork—"“Lisgoold
beat Midleton in 1889 by 1 goal
to 1 point. A year later Midleton
won the All-Ireland S.H.C. title
representing Cork beating Wex-
ford by 2-4 to 0‘1. Some of the
Midleton team of 1890 were from
Lisgoold.”

® That's history for you. (J.M.)

Barry Murphy, Castlebridge,
Wexford, thinks the rule to get
rid of the dropping of the hurley
before handpassing is all WIrong,
slows up the game and allows for
abuses. He wants Cut-outs of
players going back to the ’fiflties.
His top stars in hurling are Colm
Doran and Denis Coughlan, and
in football Brian Mullins and
John O’Gara.

@ This is Barry's first time writ-
ing to us and he wins q Wexford
Bobcap. (J.M.)

John MclInerney, Clarehill,
Clarecastle, Co. Clare, is very
fond of Armagh and pays great
tribute to the Armagh hurling
officials, Jim Carlisle, Jim Kirk,
Enda Kirk and Pat Toner who
have been bringing senior and
juvenile fteams o Clarecastle
since 1971. John tells me his club
Clarecastle were the first club to
go North to play Armagh Cuch-

*

Specially for
Norman
Rochford

of Gort
we include this
action picture of
Jimmy Duggan
of Galway.

*

ulainns under the Hurling Adop-
tion Scheme in 1970—*“a 360 mile
round trip that has produced a
lot of good hurling work and
great friendships over the vears.”
He tips Clarecastle (The Mag-
pies) ‘to win ‘the Clare 1978

SH.C. title.

@ John I know the Armagh men
you praise having seen them in
action in Gormansion in 1968 —
all tremendous workers and gentle-

® FROM PAGE 39

that Fermanagh, a county I saw
win their only All-Ireland inter-
county championship back 1in
1959 at London’s New Eltham
pitch in the junior grade, are
represented in the replacement
party for this month’s U.S. tour.

Peter McGinnity is the Fer-
managh man making the trip.
And right well this talented six-
footer merits this latest honour.

He was only 161> when he first
captured the national headlines
in a big way in 1970 with the
Fermanagh team that lost the
All-Ireland under-21 final to Cork.
He has been prominent with St.
Joseph’s, Belfast, in the Univer-
sities’ competitions, and was a
star of the Advanced 'Colleges

men. 1 saw Clarecastie play in one
Clare S.H.C. final and remember
“Wax” Guinnane's great display.
He was a great favourite with the
crowd. (J.M.)

That’s it for another month.

Write about anything to
Junior Desk,
GAELIC SPORT,
80, Upper Drumcondra Road,
Dublin 9.

team that won the first repre-
sentative series of games last
year by beating the Combined
Services and the Combined Uni-
versities,

Peter, who won an Ulster club
senior  football medal with St
John’s, Belfast, last winter, and
is, of course, an experienced
Interprovincial, had his most im-
portant medal win in the senior
inter-grade almost g year ago.

Then, he and his brother,
Gerry, linked up in the centre
in Fermanagh’s win over Donegal
for the county’s first Dr. Mec-
Kenna Cup title triumph in 44
years, The McGinnity brothers
have been forming a strong part-
nership for the county for some
time now.

Published by “Gaelic Sport”. Printed by

Cityview Press Ltd.,, 32 Portland Place, N.C.R., Dublin 1.
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Dermot
Earley

Roscommon

E &
X
X
X
X
Age: 30 kS
X
: 8
X
4
X
XX

L

2:8.3.3.3.5.3.53.53.5.5.53.5:5:5:5.5.5.5,0 00,3508 5.9.5.9 5 5

Height: 6 ft.
Weight: 13st. 121b.
Position: Right
Half Forward
Club: Michael
Glavey’s

Senior JInter-
County Debut:
1966.

CAREER
HIGHLIGHTS
Dermot has the
distinction of having
won a Railway
Cup medal on his
debut with Connacht
as a substitute in
the 1967 final. A
year earlier he
highlighted outings
in the minor,
junior, under-21 and
senior inter-county
championships by
winning an All-Ireland
medal at under-21.
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choice for Roscommon
and Connacht in the
meantime, he won

a second
interprovincial medal
in 1969, and helped
Roscommon to their
Connacht senior

title wins of 1972
and last year.

Dermot, who has
also created a big
impression as a mid-
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Salmon angling at Castleconnell, Co. Limerick

Salmon ‘stripping’ at the E.S.B. Hatchery and
.. reaning station, Parteen.

- About 700 hen salmon get away every year -
- away from the ESB’s Hatcheries at Parteen
and Carrigadrohid - but they leave their eggs
behind and from these the ESB fishery
experts rear up to 5 million fish every year,
salmon which are then planted out in
Ireland’s rivers to improve fish stocks and to
provide better sport for Irish and visiting
| anglers.

They’re not narrow-minded at Parteen; they
rear trout as well and these too, go to swell
the population in Irish lakes and rivers.

. It's all part of the ESB’s ongoing programme
to ensure that the rivers and lakes which it
uses to produce electricity will also vield
another harvest - and good sport as well.




