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With electricity you get instant

heat when and where you need
it. You control exactly the

amount you require and soO

save money by not wasting a
penny extra on unwanted heat,

"

No waste electric heat. It's clean, It's
controllable, it's reliable and

no fumes!

A1 One bar of an electric fire costs
.| just over 2 pence an hour torun.

Electricity —
better value in every way.

Go Electric
Stay Eleciric

See the wide range of electric heaters
‘at your nearest electric shop.



at your leisure

And take a fresh look at Spring and a fresh look at the countryside this year . . .
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OUR SHORT HOLIDAY BREAKS BOOKLET

has all the ideas and all the answers, Start with a week-end and start discovering Ireland.

Ask your local tourist office for the FREE booklet and full details
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g.a.a. personality
Of the rmonth adoaro

Congratulations to recent award winners —

Pat Spillane (Kerry), Colm Honan (Clare),
Mickey Lynch (Derry), Mick Brennan (Kilkenny),
Tony Doran (Wexford), Willie Murphy (Wexford),

Kevin Moran (Dublin), Pat Moylan (Cork),
Paddy Cullen (Dublin), Noel Skehan (Kilkenny).
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EDITORIAL COMMENT

THE exciting series of matches that marked the pre-Christmas pro-

gramme of the Nationa] Football League helped to hammer home
just what great potentia] this competition has as a vehicle to keep
Gaelic footbal]l firmly ahead of its competitors.

But by no stretch of the imagination can it be said that the
Footbal] League is realising anything like its full potential in this
regard under the present structure. N

The chief aim of any League should surely be to maintain the
interest of all teams for as long as possible. Only in this way can a
League competition generate the type of consistent talking points
and interest necessary to ensure that the competing teams in gene-
ral and the game in particular benefit to the fullest possible effect.

Yet, as we stand on the threshold of a New Year, and with the
Football League final stil] over three months away, we have already
reached the ridiculous position that ag many as 17 counties have bid
farewel] to title hopes for the 1976-77 season.

Even more depressing is the fact that many of these counties
will not have a single competitive game at senior level as a result
unti] the ‘Championships start in early summer.

The present arrangement, of course, has the merit of smoothing
the way for the American tour in May. But is this too high a price
to pay to accommodate the U.S. trip?

We have no wish to belittle the efforts of the Exiles in the U.S.
They are keeping the games going there against great odds and
deserve encouragement — not criticism.

Equally, we are still in favour of hurlers and footballers gaining
as many rewards as possible for the time and effort they are putting
into the national games. This is all the more important, in fact, in
these days when players in other sports are in line for attractive
tours abroad.

At the same time, the over-riding commitment of al] should be
to the general body of players at home, the backbone of the G.A.A.
In other words, what we need is a League plan that will ensure that
the counties generally are fully occupied over a much longer season
than is the case at present.

As it is, while the top counties are getting plenty of action at
present, the lesser lights need more matches than is the case under
the current set-up.

By all means, let’s keep the U.S. tour as a top priority. But let
the lesson of the present unsatisfactory situation that will see so0
many senior teams out of competitive fare for much of the opening
months of 1977 be learned, and acted on for the future.

We don’t intend to make any suggestions here as to prcposals for
a new look National League in football. Suffice to say that the time
is ripe for a radical re-appraisa] — a re-appraisal that will result in
a better deal all round for ALL the counties.

COVER PHOTO

N our front cover this month we proudly feature our Top Ten Stars of
‘76, both in football and hurling. Unlike other G.A.A. awards, the

Top Ten winners emerge from points accrued over a full playing season—
not just the more glamorous big-match occasions. Consistency throughout
the entire season is necessary to triumph. Bearing that in mind, we feel

sure there will be few to argue about our winners—Gay O’Driscoll (Dub-
lin) and Denis Coughlan (Cork). Well done lads!
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WILL kick off with an apology

to my wide and devoted cir-

cle of readers. As you can Ssee,

my column is cut back to half its

usual length in this issue, and no

doubt you will assume that this

has something to do with the
‘Christmag festivities.

Well, I did have a nice time,
thank vou, but Croak is not the
sort of fellow who shirks his duty
because of- the effects of a
couple of jugs of punch or a few
glasses of hot claret

The truth of the matter is this.
I was left utterly speechless for
two weeks at least by the fer-
vour and vigour of the G.A.A.s
most Tecent campaign to clean
up their games.

I am referring., of course, 0
the suspension of Cork’s Gerald
McCarthy because he used a few
rude words to the referee at a
National Hurling League game
last October. Fan Larkin of Kil-
kenny was also hauled up for
some alleged offence of the same
kil'll.d.

MUST PRESS ON

__Bravo, the G.A.A. must Dress
on in this direction with all the
determination and resources at
their command.

And they must not be diverted
from their course by any silly
talk about the so-called miscon-
duct of players striking one an-
other with fists or hurley and
tripping, ankle-tapping and pull-

inq down in the fashion of the
rugby tackle.

Al]l that is a part of the game.
You see, football and hurlng are
still he-men’s games, so don’t
mind what the namby-pamby fel-
lows tell you. If you can’t take
a sly dig in the ribs or a punch
on the snot, vou shouldn’t be out
there playing among memn.

The association’s main aim
now is to stamp out the four-let-
ter word. I say they should Place
an outright ban on it. After all,
it is mot racy of the sgil. The
ban could be introduced simply
by sending motions forward to
Congress from the conventions.

BAN THE “MOTION”

Come to think of it, the word
“motion” itself could be banned,
too. Because it is really only a
euphemism for another nasty
four-letter word.

Is motion-speaking still a part
of the Scor comuetitions

My comments on the Carrolls
All-Star football team in our last
issue have brought several let-
ters from readers, Almost all of
them deplore the omission of
Ulster players from the selec-
tion. And hard wordg are also
spoken about the passing over of
the Dublin full forwanrd, Jimmy
Keaveney,

Because of lack of space In
this issue, I will quote from only
one of the letters. I will print
extracts from the others next
month.
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BIG EFFORT
TO CLEAN

seems 1o

Marie Dunk (that
be the surname), of 15 Loreto

Crescent, Rathfarnham,K Dublin,
writes:

“] agree with what you said
about the selection of the Car-
rolls All-Stars. In my opinion the
celectors did a very bad job this
year and I think that a team re-
presenting the country in the
U.S.A. should have footballers
from each province,

“1 think it was disgraceful
that not one player was bicked
from Derry. Even though I am
not a Derry supvorter I think
they have some very fine players,
as I have seen them in action
many times €.g, Anthony Me-
Gurk ang Gerry McElhinney.

BEST IN IRELAND

“I agree with you that it was
a thundering disgrace that full
forward Jimmy Keaveney was
not selected, for I think that he
is the best in Ireland.

“1 think there should be a vote
by the people who see their
teams in action At the time of
the selection there should be a
form in the daily newspaperg for
people who have a real interest
in Gaelic football to fill in. I am
sure there would be a big differ-
ence in the team from what the
Carroll’s selectors bick.”

Thanks, Marie. I'l] reserve my
comment on vour idea until a
later date.

It could happen youwll win the
prize — I mean take the biscuit.




Gaelic Sport-stars of 1976

* Kk k X ¥ ¥

* % % %k % Kk %k %

O’Driscoll and

Coughlan tops

TI[E past year ranks as the season of the defender in football and
hurling. Not only have Gay O'Driscoll and Denis Coughlan
emerged as the GAELIC SPORT stars of 1976, chosen through our
Top Ten ratings, which are based on performances over the year as
a whole, and not just on a few of the more important matches of the
campaign, but defensive stars dominate the hurling line-up, and one
of the joint runners-up in football is Anthony McGurk,

O'Driscoll gained a total of 27

points to finish five points ahezd

of McGurk and Pat Soillane. He
made his entry into the charts
for the first time in June with
hig highest listing of the year on
eight vpoints, and he won his
place in three subseguent re-
views — September, Qctober and
November.

Although Denis Coughlan was
inactive for all of the pre-Christ-
mas National League programme
he still had enough points to his
credit earlier in the season to
enable him to resolutely just
hold off the challenges of aill
comers in hurling. Eight points
back in May helved the Cork
half back to his present position
— on a 23 points ranking.

He also boosted his prospects
by gaining nine voints, his high-
est of the vear, in the Septem-
ber table for hig superb role In
Cork’s win over Limerick in the
Munster final at Paire Ui
Chaoimh early in August.

‘Coughlan just pipped Ger
Henderson, who finished a point
behind in second vlace in hurl-
ing. The young Kilkenny star
lost a chance to edge through
when injury kept him out of his

@ John Horgan
(Cork)

. Brmn Muffms

(Dublin)

county’s concluding game of the
year in the National League
against Wexford at Nowlan Park
in November.

Henderson made his first ap-
pearance in Ampril when he

gained six points. He added to

his record with places in the

charts of August (8 points) and

November (8 points).

MeGurk’s high rposition was

helped along by a stellar show

back in April. Hig power-packed
display at centre half in a dra-

matic Derry win over Cork in the

National League semi-fina] put

the Ulster man on top of the May
football line-up with nine points.
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Paddy Moriarty
(Armagh)

He followed on by winning his
place in the August and Septem-
ber charts with six and seven
points respectively.,

Pat Spillane just joined
McGurk on the vost by winning
five noints in the current table.
He first found favour in April,
and the latest entry marks the
young Kerryman’s fourth ap-
pearance.

Hurling provided quite a wide
spread of counties with 76 play-
ers from fifteen countieg finding
favour. Cork, Clare and Kilkenny
lead with eleven hurlers, hon-
oured, and Cork also boast the
only hurler to win maximum
points in any one month.

Pat Moylan earned that unigue
position after his wonderful
show when helving the Leesiders
to their never-to-be-forgotten All-

Ireland senior final win over
Wexford.
Nevertheless, that achieve-

ment was still not enough to help
the Blackrock midfielder into the
fina] Top Ten of 1976.

The only footballer to match
the Moylan feat of maximum
points was Brian Mullins. Re-
member his magnificent contri-
bution to that splendid Dublin
win over Kerry for the Sam
Maguire Cup?

® TO PAGE 7
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Superb fielding, a high work-
rate, and a capital goal plus a
point clinched the accolade for
the big St. Vincent’s man as
Gaelic Sport star of the final, and
with it ten points in the Novem-
ber table.

Dublin had more players hon-
oured than any county in either
code. In all, thirteen gained
places in the chart, with eight
appearing more than once,

Kerry take second Dlace I1n
football, with ten players, but sur-
prisingly enough, only three,
Michael Sheehy, Pat Spillane
and Ger Power, were included
more than once in these monthly
reviews.

A total of 78 footballers drawn
from twenty counties featured
over the year.

Only two men, however, found
favour in both football and hurl-
ing. Pat Dunny had the rare dis-
tinetion of winning a place In
both codes in the same month—
June.

He gained seven points for his
part in a history-making Kildare
win over Dublin at Aughrim in
May that gave the county their
first Leinster senior hurling
championship success. Farlier, a
good display in Kildare's O'Byrne
Cup final win over Wexford at
Wexford at the end of April saw
the versatile dual-player {rom
the “short grass” county hold
down a bplace in football in June
on six points.

Another on six points in June
in football was John Galvin, who
capped a fine display in Water-
ford’s surprise Munster cham-
pionship win over Tipperary at
Dungarvan in May by shooting
six points. He made his only en-
try in hurling in November on
seven points.

THE FINAL PLACINGS

FOOTBALL

27 G. O’Driscoll (Dublin).

22 A. McGurk (Derry).

22 P. Spillane (Kerry).

19 A. O0’Toole (Dublin).

19 T. McGuinness (Derry).

19 P, Moriarty (Armagh).

19 J. Duggan (Galway).
18 B. Mullins (Dublin).
15 K. Moran (Dublin).

15 D. McCarthy (Cork).

HURLING

23 D. Coughlan (Cork).

22 G. Henderson {(Kilkenny).
21 P. Hartigan (Limerick).
21 J. O’Gorman (‘Clare).

20 J. Horgan (Cork).

20 M. Jacob (Wexford).
19 B. Murphy (Cork).

19 L. O’Brien (Kilkenny).
18 E. Cregan (Limerick).
16 T. Doran (Wexford).

THIS MONTH’S RATINGS

FOOTBALL

8 T. 0’'Malley (Mayo) ..... S

T this juncture it ig interest-

ing to take a look briefly

at the careers of some of the

men who dominate the Top Ten
line-up for 1976.

Gay O’Driscoll was born in
County Cork, but has played all
his football and hurling in Dub-
lin. He had a great year in 1976,
winning All-Ireland senior med-
als with St. Vincent’s and Dublin,
as well ag a National League
souvenir,

In the inter-county senior
ranks since 1966, Gay helped
Dublin to their last three Lein-
ster senior football titles, and he
was also to the fore in the 1974
Sam Maguire Cup break-through.
A Carrolls All Star of 1975, he
has played for Leinster in the
Railway Cup, and has represen-
ted Dublin as well in senior
hurling.

This consistent defender, who
will be 31 in March, won seven
county senior football cham-
pionship medals, ang one senior
hurling award with his club.

Denis Coughlan took hig place
among the exclusive ranks of
players who have played on All-
Ireland senior title winning

7

8 R. Whitley (Cork) ......... 8
7 F. McGuigan (Tyrone ...... 13
7 J. O’Gara (Roscommon) ... 7
6 T. Drumm (Dublin) ...... 13
6 M. Martin (Leitrim) ...... 12
6 J. Cassells (Meath) ......... 6
5 P, Svillane (Kerry) ......... 22
5 P, Moriarty (Armagh) ... 19
5 J. Duggan (Galway) ...... 19
HURLING
8 N. Skehan (Kilkenny) ... 8
8 P. McLoughney (Tipperary) 8
8 J. Keogh (Tipperary) ...... 8
7 P. J. Molloy (Galway) ... 13
7 M. Moroney (Clare) ...... )
6 J. O’Gormayp (Clare) ...... 21
6 E. Grimes (Limerick) ...... 6
6 G. Lohan (Clare) ......... 6
5 M. Jacob (Wexford) ...... 20
5 E. Donnelly (Antrim) ...... 5

LEADING GROUP

teams in both codes when he
helpeg Cork to that memorable
win over Wexford last Septem-
ber. He was at midfield when
the county won the All-Treland
senior football championship for
the first time in 28 years in 1978.

The Glen Rovers club man Is
31 He won an All-Ireland under-
91 championship medal in 1966,
and also appeared in the senior
inter-county grade that year. The
following senior football cham-
pionship campaign he captained

Cork, who were beaten by

Meath, in the All-Treland decider.

Denis hag won two National
Hurling League medals, was in
the Munster team that won the
1972 Railway Cup football title,
ang gained his second Carrolls
All Star award last month in
hurling. He was also in the Glen
Rovers team that brought the
All-Treland club senior title to

Cork in 1973.

Ger Henderson ig one of the
most exciting young talents in
senior hurling. A brother of Pat,
he won AlllIreland under 21
medals in 1974 and 1975. Now
firmly established as a first team

® OVERLEAF
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| regular, Ger, who was a mem-
ber of the officia] All-Ireland
senior title winning pane]l of
1975, but did not play in the win
over Galway, held down the left
half back berth in Kilkenny’s
win over Clare in the National
League final replay last June.

Anthony McGurk is one of the
most versatile footballers in the
' land. He made such an impact
at centre half back last vear that
many are inclined to forget he
" won a Railway Cup medal with
| "“ the Combineg Universities In
1973 as a forward, and also a
Carrolls All Stars award that
year at No. 15.

McGurk, who is 26, has three
Ulster senior medals, a Sigerson
Cup (Universities’ Champion-
ship) souvenir with Queen’s for
i 1971, and wag honoured by the
Carrolls All Stars selectors at
| centre half in 1975. He won an
W All-Ireland wunder-21 medal 1n

—_— i omems m  ——— e g

1968.

: Pat Spillane was to the fore
1 Il \i with Munster in their Su:cce.slsff}ﬂ
et | defence of the Railway Cup in
T _. i football last St. Patrick’s Day.
e[| He also helped N.C.P.E. Limer-
W“[ | ‘ ick, to win the Higher Educa-
el I tion final and the All-Ireland
| ' A | title triumph over St. Patrick’s,
| & ,L sl Maynooth. In addition, he col-

AT ' lected his second successive All-
E T Ireland under-21 medal when
Kerry beat Kildare in September.

Pat ig 21, and made his senior
/ inter-county debut in the 1974-
/ — 75 National League. He won an
= All-Ireland senior medal in 1975,
ang is a Carrolls All Star of
1976.

Pat Hartigan is one of the
great full backg of the modern
hurling era, a fact that i1s ham-
mered home by his five Carrolls
All Stars awardg in a row from
1971 to 1975 inclusive. Pat has
also ghared in all of Limerick’s
major trivmmhs — the National
League title angd Oireachtas Cup
wing of 1971 and the All-Treland
senior championship of 1973.
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TOP TEN FOOTBALL WINNER

Consistent
form
put Gay in
front

HE Editor hag been in con- B
clave with some of his close Y

advisers for some time now; they 7 ¢
have welcomed nelther knocks on ]lm
the door nor rings on the tele-
phone. This morning, however, Bennett
white smoke was noticed [perco-
lating under the office door, at
which stage we leant our shoul-
ders to the drive and burst it
open to find them in an exhaust-
ed but exhilarated condition,

Before knocking off for a
week’s Christmas shopping they
imparted the news of their de-
liberations: the results of the
GAELIC SPORT Top Ten Ratings
for 1976. Before taking his leave, =
however, the Editor smiled cun- UP his

Gay O’Driscoll
(No. 2) seen
here in typical
role of backing
col-

ningly at me and said: “Gay league  Sean
O’Drisecol] is the Football Star of Doherty ; (in: S5 §
the Year—you write about him!” possesion). R

He was, of course, remember-
ing the set-to which occurred in
these pages last year when I was
involved in an argument about
the merits and demerits of the
month-by-month system of selec-
ting the top hurler and footballer,
He was probably also remember-
ing the fact that colleague, Jay
Drennan, had made a stout case
for Brian Mulling ag the sgtar
foothaller of 1976 in last month’s
issue, as well as the fact that the
All-Star selectors had not includ-
ed O'Driscoll in their fifteen.

No matter! It doesn’t take a
feather out of me, for there is no
doubt that developments over the
last year have tended to favour

my view on the matter rather
than that of those who feel the
cther way. Nothing contributed
to this turn of events so much as
the annoyance expressed about
the All-Star selection. Typ tell the
truth, many of the things said
then were excessive and failed to
contribute to the argument at all
because they used tactics of over-
kill.

Nevertheless, there were more
reasoned views which were as
telling if not ag noisy as some of
the louder and more strident
voices. And ithe particular point
of interest which gave me the
greatest satisfaction was that the

9

players—in a few cases—began
to make suggestions that there
was something rather doubtful
about the “once-for-all” style of
selection of the Players of the
Year and that, perhaps, an organ-
ised points system gver the whole
course of the year would have
greater guarantees of satisfac-
tion for all.

Therefore, let us seek some of
the pointy which made Gay
O’Driscoll come out on top of the
year’s month-by-month tables
which you have seen building up
in succeeding issues of GAELIC
SPORT. No doubt, for a begin-

® TO PAGE 11
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WE'VE BUILT A CITY

Since our foundation in 1935, the Educational
Building Society has helped over 33,000 families own
their own homes.

And by making it possible for people to buy houses,
we've made it easier for builders to sell them.

Thus the EBS plays a vital role in one of Ireland’s major

industries . . . and the Irish economv.
Forgive us for being proud.
But it's not every day you build a city.
And if you keep investing—we’ll build another.

THE EDUCATIONAL BUILDING SOCIETY

P.0O.Box 76, Westmoreland St., Dublin 2. Tel. 782100. A member of the Irish Building Socicties Association.
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GAY O'DRISCOLL-OUR FOOTBALLER OF 1976

® FROM PAGE 9

ner, it would have been next to
impossible for the result to have
been other than a Dublin player
in 1976 since their record was
something that spoke for itself
and gave their players the best
chance to impress at the best
levelg from the beginning of the
yvear until the end.

They all had their spells, of
course, and a reasonable case
might be made for several of the
Dubliners, depending on which
way you went about making the
case, whether picking out a
couple of plums or searching the
whole cake.

One of the things that was most
important to Dublin through the
course of the year was the fact
that they were in the Drocess of
changing their half-back line.
The one which had served well 1n
their initial burst to fame In
1974 and which was partially ser-
viceable afterwards did not meas-
ure uo to reguirements in 1976.
The fact that three new players
were introduced in this line
without a bother was hardly just
an accident, nor even a tribute
only to the gquality of the new
men — though it was that, of
course.

Mainly, however, it wag a tri-
bute to the stability of the de-
fence into which they found
themselveg introduced, with such
powerfully reliable corner-backs
behind who were not only corner-
backg but also moppers-up of all
kinds of crumbs, spillings and
stains, sealerg of cracks and gen-
era] all round handy men, Jacks
of all tradeg and pretty close to
being masters of most of them.

GAELIC SPORT-THE MA

The pair were Gay O’Driscoll and
Robbie Kelleher,

There was another factor also
which cropped up some time in
the middle of the year when the
thought got about that Sean
Doherty had lost hig form and
confidence and that the hard
grounds were giving him a hard
time. I must say the thought
struck me, too, that Doherty was
just a bit off-colour for a while.
But, if he was, we shall never be
able to prove it because he was
surrounded by a cloak of concern
and next thing we knew he was
back to the kind of form he
showed in the All-Ireland final.
O’'Driscoll and Kelleher icovered
in front and behind, and if Sean
were a bit off in his timing it
would mot matter because the
corner men were sure to be
around.

Nor is it possible to say the
forwards owe nothing to the stal-
wart corner men and more even
to ‘Gay than to Robbie in this re-
spect, for there is no 1imit to the
amount of yardage O’Driscoll is
willing to make up along the
right side to push play forward,
cut off a possible source from
which an opposing counter-attack
might originate, or simply to
carry a move on. And how that
benefits thoge forwards who do
not have to worry about that
right wing being strung out to
such an extent that if play is re-
turned the wopmposition may well
have svace to generate danger-
ous momentum before they run
into defenders.

The midfield itself—and Brian
Mullins, in particular — may
have had cause to thank the same

resourceful corner backs, for, in
the heat of the Galway semi-final,
when Mullins was finding few
sparks and creating no openings
for the forwards while Galway
were still galloping hard in fast
pursuit, it was an intercept by
O’Driscoll and a placement across
to Kelleher that opened the way
for the goal that decided that
match

Gay O'Driscoll then reaps the
rewards of consistency which the
points rating offers. And for him,
ag for others of the Dublin team
of 1976 it testifies to special
qualities because he was one of
the old guard ag it were who sol-
diereq through the bad days be-
fore coming to the plenty of re-
cent times. It must have been
harder for them to believe the
gospel which Heffernan preached
to them for they had so woften
and so dishearteningly seen fail-
ure.

A further reason why Gay
O’Driscoll scores must be that
which: weighed also in favour of
Briap Mullins, but alone in 'his
favour — that they had been part
of the St. Vincent’s team which
won the All-Ireland Club cham-
pionship, thus stretching their
consistency into a longer portion
of the year.

It may have been far Irom
Gay’s mind when he was playing
along at hurling and football
equally a few years ago and with
little likelihood of success in
either that he would now be com.
ing out of the assessments for
1976 as the top footballer of the
year. Faith moves mountains,
indeed,

GAZINE THE PLAYERS READ
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By Sean Clerkin

HANDBALL CHIEFS
CHASE THE GIRLS!

NE of my main wishes for

handball in the new year

that now greets us would be gear-

ed towards an extension of the
game for giris.

Admittedly, it has made con-
siderable progress since ils in-
ception in 1970, but, just now, it
appears that a new impetus 1s
needed to promote it on a wide-
spread basis,

Handball for girls is something
that might not have been treated
seriously some years ago but
thanks to the hard work of the
girls who promote it and the sup-
port given by the Irish Handball
Council it has now acquired a re-
cognised status. Why the flurry
to popularise this branch of the
sport?

From my point of view I would
make the argument that the
G.A.A. may well provide the maln
National Identification Tag for
our people in the future

Thus, it is evident that our
clubs must be strongly based,
with an emphasis on the family
unit, hence the direct involve-
ment of girls in a G.A.A. activity.

This argument might specifi-
cally apply to the G.A.A. Club
that embraces all our National
Games but, even in the case of
the Handball club operating as 4
separate unit, the involvement of
girls is of paramount importance.
It has already been proved many
times that, where, Women'’s

Liberation applies in the Hand-
ball Club, those clubs have been
enhanced socially and financially.

Frank Flynn, the Chairman of
the Oldtown «¢lub 1n North
County Dublin summed it up ad-
mirably when I spoke to him re-
cently.

“Our club is dependent on
sixty-five families in the village
for its existence. From the situa-
tion where we had only minimum
facilities a few vears ago the
Club can now boast a court com-
parable with the best in the
county.”

“T can assure you that without
the direct involvement of the
girls in the sport and thereby in
integration of the family unit
into the Club we, in Oldtown,
would not be in the strong posi-
tion we are to-day.”

Flynn’s remarks withstand
verification for not only has the
court heen modernised but the
debt on it is nearly cleared and
now the emphasis is on building
a Community Centre,

On the other hand, there is the
sound argument, that handball is
an ideal game for our fair sex.

For them it has proved to be
somewhat intriguing, since it
constantly requires an even bal-
ance of mental and physical
cohesion. The absence of physi-
cal contact is important, while, it
is superfluous to say that the
ambidextrous quality of the game
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makes it a leader in the field of
physical fitness.

“live Longer — Play Hand-
ball’, the catchy slogan used to
promote the game nowadays does,
in faect, specifically denote the
real qualities of handball.

When girls took to the game
first there was a doubt expressed
that it would be detrimental to
their hands, but, in the light of
experience, this has proved to be
without foundation,

The svecial handball used has
no damaging effect on the hands
at all, so much so that gloves are
rarely used.

As an aside it should be re-
corded that the outstanding play-
ers in the country at present are
Maviz O'Toole and Elizabeth
Nichol, both from Dublin,

They have remained unbeaten
in singles and doubles respecti-
vely gince organised handball for
girls became a reality some siX
years ago. However, it iS equally
encouraging to note that many
young players from such places
as Ballymacelligot, Talbot’s Inch,
Cashel and Donegal are also
making an impression and will
obviously be geared for senior
stardom in the future.

But, back to my original theme
that the game for girls would be
extended in 1977 and immediately
an earnest appeal goes out to all
clubs through the country.

Please extend the role of girls
beyond the category of making
sandwiches and serving tea and
encourage their involvement in
an active sense, Your Club will
be all the stronger for it. |

Gaelic Sport will as usual play
its role in extending the game of
handball and will be pleased to
accept any queries or suggestions,
. Send them to us at 80 Upr.
Drumecondra Rd., Dublin 9. Mean-
time, lets all make 1977 — Hand-
ball Year for Girls. |
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THE Government makes life

very difficult for me and my
equals. They have no sense of
appreciation whatsoever. Before
an election they come around
looking for wvotes, They promise
all kinds of favours to entice vou
to give them your Number One.
What happeng when they get in?
I'll tell you. They put al] the
promiseg into a big black box.
They lock the box, the key is
thrown away and you and I are
completely forgotten about. Hav-
ing done that much they (get
down to business. They set about
complicating the simplest things,
They confuse me and in the heel
of the hunt T can’t get a Driving
Licence without passing a Test.
That’s what I'm telling you —
these fellows that you and I put
into high places bay ug back in
a very funny sort of way. Maybe
it doesn’t bother you but it up-
sels me. Ag a serious minded,
policy conscious member of the
electorate I am entitled to my
upsets — after al] one must have
something to fall back on . . .

I had to pass the Test so I had
to learn How to Drive. T made
Judicious enquiries from a few
friends who had made the
grade. They were slow to re-

' commend any particular
school but they all advised that

I should learn the right way.
This I resolved to do. I looked
up the Golden Pages and pick-
ed out a few centres. I sent
away for details and got back
plenty. Each school had its own
special attraction, Some picked
up the Learner at her own
door and left her back there
exactly one hour later. Others
had an introductory indoor
course. This was very highly
recommended. The idea appeal-
ed to me even though door to
door service wasn’t included
here., Anvway after some de-
liberation I opted for the
school with the indoor intro.
duction to driving and away 1
went.

I came armed with my Pay in
Advance to Lesson No. 1. This
particular requirement was
common to all the schools. A
good number had gathered in
the waiting room so I conclud.
ed that T had at least picked a
popular place. The receptionist
was cheerful and businesslike.
She gave each one of us g3
little card which we were told
to fill uv. We all sat down and
awaited further dinstructions.
After a few minutes names
were called out. Some went in
to an inner room while more
were escorted outside. T won-
dered what fate awaited me.
I soon found out and was
directed to join the ranks in
the inner room.

This room was very well equipped.
Each one of us had our own
little car. We were shown by
means of a film the whole
step by step procedure of driv-
mng. It involved all kinds of
miovement with hands and feet
It all sounded terribly com.
plicated. Great emphasis was
placed on the word co-ordin-
ation. I was flabbergasted by
the whole affair but I couldn’t
figure out how one could find
time to perform al] those oper-
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ations and still remain com.
posed. After all I know severa)
drivers who behave quite nor-
mally behind the wheel. May.
be they’re all bluffers, but they
do manage to move hands and
feet without disrupting the
whole of society.

During my time in the room J
noticed a peculiar piece of
equipment hidden away in the
corner, I didn't ask any ques
tions but after three of these
indoor  sessions volunteers
were sought to operate this
mysterious outfit. My curiosity
got the better of me so I stuck
my neck out. This was a per-
fect little car model. It was
such that you imagined you
were driving on this wide road.
way which was being rolled on
the screen in front of you. My
job wag to keep the car on the
road, That would have been
fine had there been nothing
else but the highway. Unfor-
tunately there were houses,
parks, people, dogs, ecats, in
fact everything that should be
there but not at this particu-
lar time.

I knocked down everything that

cropped up in my way. I didn't
go around any corners, just
went straight ahead through
parks, trees, neople — the ilot.
A red light should flash each
time 1 did something wrong.
In my case the light stayed on
for the full duration of the
tunately there were houses,
tered. The only thing 1 did
right was to keep my foot
down. In fact my problem wag
to ease up. The more alarmed
I became the more weight I
put on the pedal. The result
was nothing whatsoever to be
proud of. The instructor wasg
ever so tactful. He told me [
didn’t do one blessed thing
right but not to worry that
since that particular school
opened ten years previously he
did have one other like me.



How did she eventually get on,
1 asked? Fine, he said, ’twas
only the other day she passed
by this window on a bicycle!

That did it. I had enough., Not

only were my nerves in shreds
but I was being insulted as
well. I shouldn’t have come in
here at all. I know my own
limitations and this indoor
business is not my scene. T'd
be far better off getting right
into the thick of things from
the word go. I made up my
mind there and then to change
schools, I let a week igo by and
then off I went again. Thig
time a kindly gentleman escort-
ed me to a waiting car. "Twas
a small car — a Mini, This
disappointed me. I had hoped
for a more dramatic debut.
There were huge “L’ plates all
over the car. I hated that. I
didn’t want the whole country
to know I was a learner —
they’d find out soon enough.
Anyway there’s something very
basic about the word “Learner”
especially when it relates to
lady drivers. Why not call us
Trainees of Followers of Fan-
gio or something wvague that
would leave everyone wonder-
ing.

was directed to the passenger
seat while my instructor com-
mented “I'd better take it from
here.” ‘Here’ wag a long black
narrow alley that had a light
at one end and extended from
there into the darkness. The
car was dual controlled. T had
heard reference to thisg term
before but never knew what it
meant, Every picture tells a
story so when 1 saw two muir-
rors and double everything
else 1 got the message. Any-
way my friend manoeuvred and
manipulated confidently and
smartly and within a minute
we were out in the middle of
the traffic. He choose to get
away from it all and wvery
shortly we came to a halt in a

quiet traffic-free little road-
way. The area had all the ap-
pearances of a contented set-
tled residentia]l area. [ hoped
it would be left like that but
deep down I had my doubts.
Now, says he, I'll let you have
a bash. He got out and [ shifted
myself over to the driver seat.
This was my big moment — 1
remained cool but felt impor-
tant. "

We won’t move too far this even-

ing, he said. He needn’t have
worried — we weren’t going to
move at all. He made me icheck
doors, adjust the mirror and
check gears and handbrake be.
fore 1 put the key in the ig-
nition at all. He explained the
reason for these procedures
and it all made great sense,
Turn on your engine now, he
said. T looked at the key and
then tried to put it in upside
down. That didn’t work so 1
tried it the other way. That did
the trick. I turned it on and
put my foot down strong and
bold on the accelerator. So
much thought I for this quiet
little neighbourhood. T could
scarcely hear my ears above
the roar of the engine, At least
I was making progress but to
get the car moving presented
a little more difficulty.

Bring out your clutch ’til you get

gripping point, came the in-
struction from my left. I didn’t
look at him at all; iust kept my
eves focused straight ahead.
Any movement at this stage
would, I felt, upset everything,
I couldn’t risk that — not yet
anyway. Gripping point — I
liked that. It sounded good. The
idea of me recognising this
delicate mechanical moment
amused me but I %kept a
straight face. I began the oper-
ation ever so slowly, bringing
the left foot out very carefully.
I was waiting for the magic
moment but 1t was slow in com-
ing. 1 decided I'd hurry things
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up. Something happened al-
right, The car Jerked forward.
My friend jerked upwards.
There was a lot of spluttering.
I held on tight to the steering
wheel. He Ilooked across. 1
smiled and he made a brave
attempt.

We’ll try again says he. ‘We’

of course was the Royal Plural
—he meant me. I sat bolt up-
right once more and proceeded
with caution. This time T was
more successful. I brought out
the rclutch beautifully and
gripped the elusive point at the
vital second. We moved! I
couldn’t believe it. We didn’t
get too far but we definitely
moved. That was excellent, my
friend said and this time I'm
sure he gmiled. Would you like
to do it again? I didn’t particu-
larly want to because I know
a pep&ﬂt I}E:I“fﬂI’HIEIlC*E' was too
much for me to hope for. And
so it was. My driving was com-
plete for that night.

We got back to the school and

I went inside to hand in
my card. Everything all right,
Madam, asked the busy recep-
tionist. T wasn’t quite sure how
I should answer that but L
got over it by saying “Fine”
twice, T was asked when T'd
like my mnext lesson. I wanted
so badly to say “This day
twelve months” but my instruc.-
tor interjected with ““The
sooner the better.” 1 ignored
that — just in case anyone
might think I was touchy. T'll
put you down then for the same
time next Thursday, said my
lady friend. That suitg me, I
said, making a smart U turn
and getting out of there as fast
as T possibly could. I had mixed
thoughts about returning but
I did and from there on would
you believe I never looked back
—after all that’s what my mir-
ror ig there for!

Happy New Year!
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Moondharrig’s
Diary

HAT happened in 1976 is now history. What
matters now is what is likely to happen in

1977. There is, of course, a very distinct advantage
about prophesying at this time of vear. Few people
will remember by next December exactly what any
particular prophet forecast as far back as January.

On the face of it, one would imagine at this
stage, with the preliminary stages of the Leagues
already completed, the possible results of the Winter
and Spring competitions would be the easiest to
forecast. On what I have seen to date, Kerry are,
for me, the long-odds favourites to collect the title
and the trophy next April. Kerry, one feels, have
not deliberately set out to win this League at the
start, but they did not go out to lose it either. But
although never at full strength, they played fine
football all the way before Christmas and with one
other game between them and the final, are likely
to be fresh for the decider.

Dublin, of course, will have to be reckoned with
as, manifestly, the farther they go the harder to
beat they are going to be,

From the Northern Section of the First Division
we stil] have a play-off in prospect for first and
second place between Tyrone, Roscommon and
Mayo, Whichever goes through to the semi-final
could take beating. Mayo have the greatest football
potentia] but rarely sustain their effort. Roscommon
have the greater determination, but sometimes tend
to lose concentration when concentration is most
needed. Indeed, Tyrone could be the best bet to
reach the final from Division One North., And if
they do, Frank McGuigan and Company could be
very, very hard to beat,

But of course we can’t ignore the challenge from
the Second Division either. After all, Meath came
out of the Second Division to take the League title
the year before last. There you can take your pick
from Offaly, Laois, Waterford or Wicklow in the
South angd /Cavan, Donegal, Leitrim, Down or
Armagh 1n the North.

'Of these, for me, the most likely to reach the
quarter-finals look likely to be Offaly, Down or
Cavan, and, believe me, any of these three, or any
team that beats them, will be well qualified to
represent the Second Division in the closing stages.
But, looking forward from here, one must give the

A LOOK IN THE
CRYSTAL BALL

pre-play-off vote to the Kerrymen, since they will
not have to meet Cork again.

As-for hurling, Kilkenny will manifestly be there
again in defence of the title won at such eventual
cost last July. Clare are going great guns, and once
again one cannot rule out the representatives of the
lower grouping, mest notably Galway.

But, although they have run a very uneven course
thus far, I would count Tipperary as the most
dangercus outsiders at this stage, even though they
have lost to both Clare ang Kilkenny. Like the
Dublin footballers, the farther they go the more
formidable they are going to become, and while Kil-
kenny and IClare look the most likely finalists at the
moment don’t forget Tipperary, or the fact that
the county has won more League titles than any of
their rivals,

Mixed up among the knockout stages of the
League, of course, will be the Railway Cups. This
seagon, with Ulster ang Cennacht already well
ahead with the organisation of their probable teams
and Munster having begun to take the football
series sgeriously over the last couple of seasons,
only Lelnster remain short of any hints of prelimi-
nary preparation. And doubtless that, too, will come.

It al] presages a new refreshing approach where
we had too often feared the real lack of interest
had occurred, among some of the players and pro-
vincial officials, The public, who are rarely fooled,
long ago sensed lack of dedication and stayed away
in great numbers, with the result that the fervour
of the entire competition seemed to become just
that little bit weaker each year.

But just as soon ag the oublic realise that all
players and officials alike are going to put as much
in for the province ag they do for their icounty, the
crowds will 'be back. I have no doubts at all about
that. And by the way, on St. Patrick’s Day, T would
not be surorised to see Munster repeat last year’s
double.

So much for the Leagues and the Railway Cups.
What about the championships? In hurling, of course,
there is not that much new to add. Despite the
efforts of Kildare, Offaly and Dublin, it is almost
impossible to see anybody but Kilkenny and Wex-
ford qualify for the Leinster final. In both counties
some of the great old stalwarts are fading, but
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@ The Dublin team, winners of the National Football League in 1976.

g

From left: (back row) Anton

0’Toole, Jimmy Keaveney, Pat Gogarty, Sean Doherty, Paddy Cullen, Pat O’Neill, Bobby Doyle. (Front
row) Brianp Mullins, Kevin Moran, Robbie Kelleher, Tony Hanahoe (capt.), David Hickey, Kevin Synott,
Paddy Reilly and Gay O’Driscoll.

® FROM PAGE 17
Kilkenny have been airing a greater number of
promising youngsters, and though Wexford may
again raise their game at the sight of the black and
amber, Kilkenny look the better bet to take the
Eastern title back and that would ecarry them to
the final.

In the South, Waterford do not seem to be get-
ting back sufficient all-round power to really bring
them into the reckoning come championship time.
So it looks like being again a four-cornered struggle.
Cork, my long odds pre-championship favourites for
the title a year ago, turned up trumps for me then,
and they ghould be back in top gear by the summer,
But they have become a little disjointed. Limerick
could prove an unexpectedly strong force, but they
have not found replacements in sufficient gquantity
and may again find themselveg gallant losers.

Clare must again be the side to reckon with, and
if they can win the League, the championship might
not be beyond them. But they have yet to prove
themselves outside the League or in 'Croke Park, and
we must wait and see can they go all the way.

And that brings us to Tipperary, and I believe
they have the material to win the championship . ..

if they do not win the League. They may not have
the power-in-depth to achieve the double.

On the football front, one can hardly go outside
Dublin or 'Meath to look for potential Leinster
champions — Laois could prove the biggest danger
to either — and it may take Meath another year to
match the Dubliners in Croke Park in the cham-
plonship.

In the South, of course, it will be a Kerry v
Cork confrontation, and I would not write offf the
Corkmen, even at Killarney, if they can find greater
productivity in the forwands.

Tyrone, Derry, Armagh, Down and Cavan look
the strongest up North, and T have a premonition
that, this time, Cavan will be back. The greatest
problem, however, may be found in the West.

Galway, Mayo and Roscommon could be very
evenly balanced, and Leitrim have sprung a few
surprises in the League, Galway, because they are
such great championship battlers, may just retain
the title.

All{Ireland champions? Dublin? Kerry? QCork?
Maybe Tyrone? . ... and what a great day for the
game that would be.

[ leave you to make your own fina] selection.
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THE RAILWAY CUPS

Ulster, Connacht
set a headline

By MICK DUNNE (RTE Sport)

AYBE it’s too late to save the Railway Cup competitions friom
the extinction with which they have been threatened in recent
years because of the public’s disintrest, If so, it’s a pity that Ulster
and Conmnacht left it so late to entrust a sole selector with the

picking of their football teams.

Ulster’s unprecedented move
in granting Sean O'Neill absolute
responsibility for this year’'s team
—and Connacht’s decision to fol-
low their example by giving
Johnny ‘Geraghty a similar role
—may, of course, be merely the
result of concern that they have
not had the inter-provincial
championship in a long while—
six years for Ulster, eight In
Connacht’s case.

But taking a broader view of
the unusual attitude now being
adopted by these twg provinces,
it is possible to recognise 1t as
something that could rekindle the
motivation of playerg chosen for
the Railway Cup series and con-
sequently revive the interest of
the genera]l public. Because there
can be no doubt that one of the
many factors — and there have
been several—which contributed
to the public’s apathy towards the
competition in latter times was
the feeling—real or suspected—
that teams were picked on a basis
of proportional representation
for al] the counties in each pro-
vince ag much as from a desire to
field the strongest possible side.

However, all of this may be
something we could examine in
greater detai] at another time,
for—as already mentioned—there
have been many reasons for the
decline in the once glamorous
and always entertaining Railway

Cup competitions.

What is without question is
that the two provinces have done
something never previously un-
dertaken. Of course, teams —
notably Ulster in football and
Munster and [Leinster in both
games — have been brought to-
gether under a coach or manager,
but in each case the team had
already been chosen by a group
of selectorg before being put into
the care of an individual.

Moreover, Ulster and Connache
could not have picked two better
men to coach their teams. Both
O'Neill and Geraghty distinguish-
ed themselves in football, Sean
gaining a record elght Raillway
Cup medals and Johnny, although
having only one inter-pro sou-
venir, was one of the greatest
goalkeepers of modern times.
But, most important of all, they
are two wvery concerned and 1in-
tense students of fiootball tactics,
men who out a great deal of deep
thought into their own play and
whose study of the game will be
of great benefit to their pro-
vincees,

O'Neill has a slight advantage
in that the invitation to him went
from the Ulster Council early
enough for him to nominate a
panel of 40 players before the
first half of the National League
got underway, so he has been able
to watch those in contention for
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® SEAN O'NEILL . . . absolute
responsibility for WUlster’'s 77
Railway Cup squad.

places show their current form.

Geraghty, who has a panel only

one less than Sean’s, told me that
“League form, commitment and
fitness” will be the deciding fac-
tors when he comes to name Con-
nacht’'s side.

Johnny played for Connacht in
goal 1965-'68 inclusive., In that
time he collected one Ralway
Cup medal — in 1967 when he
was unbeaten in the two matches,
Munster in the semi-final and
Ulster in the final failing to score
a goal against him, Indeed, of
seven matches he played for his
province (and these included a
draw in the ’66 semi-final against
Munster) no goals were scored
against him in five. The six times
he wag beaten were confined to
two games — the ’66 replay when
Michae]l Keating and 'Con O’Suli-
van had a goal each for Munster
and in the ’68 semi-final when
Ulster’s wgoals were shared by
Sean O’Neill, who got three, and
Sean ‘O'Connell who obtained
one. |

At the stant of Geraghty’s
career in senior football it was
ironic that he had to vie with his

Mountbellew club-mate for Gal-

way’s goalkeeping jersey. That
was in 1964 when he took over
from Michael Moore, who was the
club’s netminder while Johnny
played as a forward for Mount-
bellew, for the Connacht final
against Sligo. He remained in
® TO PAGE 23
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Paddy Downey, Gaelic Games correspondent, writes with knowledge,
insight, sound judgement and a flair for capturing the colour and thrills

ot the big occasion and big occasions are many in Gaelic Games. His
reports and comments are balanced and fair but then, you'd expect

all that from a writer who has won the Gallaher Award for the best
National Sports Story of the Year — not once but twice in succession —
and that’s the highest prize there is in Irish Sports journalism. Read

The Irish Times and judge for yourself. Of course it's not just a one-man
team. You'll like the rest of them too.
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possession of the goalkeeping
position right through Galway’s
successful three-in-a-row cham-
pionships with only one brief ab-
sence from the side . .. and even
then — the 1968 drawn provin.
cial] semi-final against Roscom-
mon — he was brought into re-
place Frank MecLoughlin after
Roscommon ‘had scored three
goals and he was retained for the
replay as well as the remainder
of the championship.

He stayed as the regular goal-
keeper until the following March
and made his last major appear-
ance as the county’s goalkeeper
in the National League divisional
final against Cork in Limenick,
But perhaps it’s significant that
Galway changed goalkeepers four
times in the next eight monthgs of
1969 — Michae]l Moore returning
for the championship, Gay Mit-
chell making an appearance in
the Gael-Linn Cup in ‘August,
Moore back again for the stant of
the National League in Oectober
and P. J. Smyth going on the
team for the League tie against
Laois in November,

During his term on the Gal-
way team Johnny gave many
splendid displays of goalkeeping
— almost acrobatic agility, eagle-
eyed alertness and thoughtful
placing of the ball when he clear-
ed it away from his square. But
two in particular stand out
vividly in my memory.

One was in ‘Gaelic Park on a
scorching June day in 1965 when
the local New Yiork football team
overpowered Galway in the first
leg of the National League final
everywhere except on the score
board. Their own shooting ability
helped to keep their vietory down
to a gingle point, but an even

® Connacht supremo, Johnnie Geraghty, seen here in action.
Johnnie’s displays in goal contributed greatly to Galway’s three-
in-a-row, back in the ’60’s.

greater contributing factor was
the remarkable gioalkeeping jof
Johnny Geraghty.

The gsecond occasion was 1n
the 1966 All-Treland semi-final
against Cork, Sixteen minutes
into the second half Cork’s Niall
Fitzgerald was put through for
a shot at goal and with the Gal-
way defence in disarray he had
Geraghty at his mercy, but as
Nial] steadied to shoot Johnny
leaped out from his line and got
a boot out to deflect the shot.
Five minutes later he dived right

at Fitzgerald’s boot when Niall
had another chance.

Having taken a course at Straw-
berry Hill College in England —
and indeed helping the school to
win the Carroll’s seven-aside com.-
petition at Belfield in 1971 —
Johnny has been teaching physi-
cal education for the past six
years in Galway city. His ability
as a foothall coach was under-
lined last year when he took
charge of the Galway side that
won the All-Ireland minor cham.-
pionship.

GAELIC SPORT-THE MAGAZINE THE PLAYERS READ




TWELVE stone eight pounds
and thirty one years of age
the tall dark pleasant man sat re-
laxed iIn the arm-chair by the
window as a pright November sun
shone across the Lee Fields be-
low us and held back the mist
that would come curling in when
the sun’s golden head had sunk
beyond the hills of Inniscarra,

“I feel very well thank the
Lord” gaid Denis Coughlan “and I
want very much to continue hurl-
ing. This time twelve months I
had retired and then decided to
come back. I knew this was
breaking all the rules so I made
up my mind that the come-back
was going to be a success. That’s
why I trained hard and anyway
I like training, for I don’t find
relaxation in either drink or
cigarettes. In the early months
of 76 1 felt good and I’'m glad to
hear you say I played well. I had
a very good year thank goodness
and that great county champion-
ship with the Glen crowned the
season for me. The fact that 1
was knocked out at the end of the
first half and the lads won the
game in the second, without me
makes me admire them all the
more’”.

“Anyway you rightly ask me
will the same challenge be there

- again this year. I think it will for

this time we have two men on
the Cork selection committee and
also it is quite probable that

Martin Doherty, a very dedicated

player, will captain the Cork side.
So I have every reason to know
that they’ll be looking to me to
play my part well and this I in-
tend to do. This should be

enough to motivate me and send

me -bralininag.”
“The Cork hurling side hasn’t

been doing well but then we have

never had a full side since the

championship. If we can win the
League, well and good, and cer-
tainly a team should go all out
to win whatever competition
calls it. Even if we don’t win the
League there’s no reason why we
shouldn’t go hell-for-leather for
the championship, Our selectors
have the right attitude; they're
hard men who ask for results.
We don’t have as many good for-
wards as backs and I will be very
happy when Ray Cummins and
Seanie Lieary are fit again.”
“The dual commitment is one
of which I had a lot of experi-

Denis Coughlan—Our
of the 1976 seas

By EAMONN YOUNG

ence. For a while I found it ver,
hard to play both games we]] ang
now that I'm concentrating o,
one I find life far more enjou
able. The young lad who wishe
to be good at both must wate
himself carefully. He must traip
well and lead a very regular ]ifj
for the standard of fitness ¢
mand is high. Also there’s tha
great problem of injuries, I don'
know if I recommend dual play.
ing at high level. I suppose it’s 3
maitter for the plaver himself "
“I'm a sales director in a firm
here in town and the beginning
of my day is usually spent in an
office for two hours. After that
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United Dominions Trust (Ireland) Ltd.,

13/16 Fleet St. P.O. Box 616, Dublin 2. Tel. 784199
And branches at Athlone, CﬂrIDwf Cork, Dundalk,
Galway, Kilkenny, Limerick and Wateford.
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I go out and much of my work
then is in a P.R.O. capacity. I
like my work and 1t brings me
into contact with all sorts of very
interesting people. Needlesg to
say on a Monday (as well as on
the other days of the week)
people are interested in my com-
ments on games especially the
ones in which I played. Like all
players I enjoy giving my opin-
ions and while I don’t think I'm
always right I suppose I'm not
always wrong either. The impor-
tant thing is the great interest
people have in the games!”
“Hurling is the greatest game
of all and it will continue to hold

® DENIS COU

GHLAN . . . “I had a great advantage sta
with a club like Glen Rovers.”

Credit Line is a personal loan system . ..
5 cash reserve . . . a source of continuous credit . . .

a budget plan for householders. Decide how
much you can comfortably repay each month
and we'll give you a credit limit for 25 times
that amount. If you can afford £30 a month,
for example, a Credit Line for £750 is yours.
Credit limits are flexible and mutually agreed —
based on how comfortably you can meet
vour monthly repayments. And when the
outstanding balance on your loan Is reduced
to 75% of the original sum, you can usually
‘top-up’ to the full amount again.

For full details, phone our Planaloan
Department at Dublin 7841 99. Or pick up a
brochure at any UDT office. We re open
9 00 — 5.15 Monday to Friday; and through
lunch at Head Office in Dublin.
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veople. Still hurleys are very dear
and if there is a shortage of ash
in the country then we must do
something about it. I should like
to see a cheap hurley in the hands
of every youngster and when
young parents £o shopping {for
Christmas I like to see them bring
home a few small sticks for the
kids.”

“I'm living near Carrigtwohill
and my six year old son Johna-
than goes to the school there,
where I hope he’ll be half as good
as those great hurlers Willie John
Daly and Mattie Fouhy. Margaret
Ann is only three and very much
with her mother vet, Margaret,
my wife is a Dublin girl and sister
of Pat Hallinan who played a lot
of hurling uvo there.”

“1 hadq a great advantage 1n
starting with a strong club like
Glen Rovers where Jimmy
O’Rourke and Davy O’Brien took
me over at an early age We
learned a lot very young and I
was lucky enough to be on a Glen
winning side at 19 and with St
Nicks the football side in the

© OVERLEAF




® FROM PAGE 25

following year. In fact four years
In succession we beat that great
crowd the Barrs. We won the
hurling in ’64, the football in ’65
and ’'66 and tnen the hurling again
in '67. We pulled out of the
championship in protest in ’68.
Maybe they were lucky.” he add-
ed with a grin.

“I was lucky alsg in the inter-
county sphere for after being
beaten in the football final of ’67

we won 1t in 73 and after being
a sub on the hurling team in 70
I was in there doing my best in
"76. 1 have two sisters Catherine
in Sligo and Anne in London.
Both are married but I feel a bit
sad always about my mother who
God bless her is strong and
healthy out in Blackpool. Marga-
ret O’Flaherty is her name, for
my father John died rather un-
expectedly in 1968, before he was
sixty?”.

Here Denis’s eyes lit up when I
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told him that the last time I met
John was at a match in which
Denis played at left half back
against Wexford. It was a happy
day for the father for his son
played a ringing hour,

“The Association is making
great strides these days” conti-
nued the tall Glen Rovers play-
er, “and even though I don’t
drink, I think the clubrooms are
far better now than they used to
be. No doubt there is a tempta-
tion to drink but in my experi-
ence there is a far greater sense
of responsibility among players
which offsets this. A man can’t
drink and play; his pals will soon
let him know anyhow if he goes
out of line and altogether the
discipline of playing is a very
good thing for the young people
of the community,

“We must do something about
tne fOxture list however. That
close season is needed by the
more active players especially. In
fact it is needed by all players
and we all like to think that bet-
ween the first of November and
February 1 we can engage light-
heartedly in all sorts of other
pastimes and so return refreshed
for the hard but beautiful com-
petition again. I think we can
alter many of the series to tele-
scope the fixture-list. For in-
stance the Munster club cham-
plonships in which the Glen hur-
lers and Barrs footballers are
now engaged in December could
be played off over a week-end in
May. Why not play on Wednesday
and Saturday or on Saturday and
Sunday. There are only two
games, I'm sure the same could
be done with many other compe-
titions. It does seem we could
start the National Leagues in
July. This sensible re-arrange-
ment of fixtures will come I think,
put we must be asking for it. We
players hope that writers like
vou, and the journals generally
would focus a little more gtten-
tion on this problem which at the
moment is about the biggest one



‘he players have. And after all
while players are not the ‘whole
Association they do form a very
important part of it.”

“The playing rules need to be
kept under review all the time
and indeed this 1s being done. 1
am npot in love with the hand-
pass either in hurling or football
and feel that no score should be
made with the hand in either. I
have great respect for Tony
Doran and am not at all sure he
wouldn’t be just as hard to stop
if there were no hand-pass.”

“And to finish, I'm a happy mamn
to be a member of the greatest
club of all. Glen Rovers. They
taught me all I know and back-
ed me up wherever I was. There’s
a wealth of good hurling advice
in Blackpool — and a fair bit of
it in football too — and they’re
with you all the way. That's why
we're so hard to beat. We play
for the hour, win, lose or draw
and we have a fair spot of brains
on the line. I admire tremend-
ously John Clifford and Christy
Ring among the others and many
4 time Christy Ring has taken me
aside privately during the week
far from the pitches and told me
just what he wanted me to do
when the sliotar was thrown in.
1 always think over what he says,
and try to do it well. I find 1t easy
to work on sensible and well-con-
sidered advice, No man 1s an
island!”

By this time the twilight has
softened over the valley of the
Lee and the lights flamed a
gentle orange on the far side of
the Mardyke. Denis Couglan un-
folded his length from the arm-
chair and shaking my hand wish-
ed that soon I would be out of
hospital (where they had
lodged me after a rolling stone
on the Galtees had decided to
look for moss on top of my
Kojack head). I thanked him,
and we ended on a note of com-
plete unanimity, when I wished
him as good a year in '77 as he
had in '76.

Don’t get mewrong...
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DUBLIN people whose concern

is for the welfare of both
Gaelic games in their county —
and their numbers are pot any-
thing as huge as the hordes cur-
rently following the football team
— are not taken in by the eupho-
ria that pervades the county
since last year’s double football
triumph.

They will not be satisfied uyntil
hurling has gained such
strength that the county team can
have some, if not all, of the suec-
cess NOW being enjoved by the
football side. Dublin officials
would settle for a lot less in hur-
ling, I am sure, for they are
knowledgeable enough to know
that hurling has rarely, if ever,
been on a level with football in
the county, even at the best of
times.

Still there were periods when
the state of Dublin hurling was
not nearly as unsatisfactory as it
1s today. As I write the prospects
for the New Year are not good
and once again Dublin have been
hanging precariously over the
edge of a cliff which has relega-
tion at the bottom of it So a
breakthrough is needed now

AUROFAC 20

the original cure for white scour

more than at any time in any
other decade in the past.

That break can now only come
in the championship, for there
Is little hope of the county quali-
fying for the last six who go into
the knock-out stages of the
league, And, of course, such a
breakthrough is easier thought
about than accomplished . . as
anyone who knows the history of
Dublin hurling in modern times
knows only too well.

Perhaps, no one is more con-
scious of the position of Dublin
hurling than Jimmy Grav. Not
only is he the county chairman,
but he is a hurling man first and
foremost, even though he did
play football with the county,
and he was the outstanding goal-
keeper on the last Dublin s1de to
reach the All-Ireland hurling
final (1961)

This was Jimmy’s rueful reply
when I asked him what the future
held for the hurling team: “If I
had the answer to that all our
problems would be solved.”

He added: “It boils down to
three things: 1) the proper psy-
chological approach to the thing
by the players, 2) a bit of luck

T. P. Whelehan, Son & Co. Ltd., Finglas, Dublin 11,

28

By
Mick Dunne

(RTE Sport)

and 3) a little bit of know-how,
which is missing at the moment’”
And chairman Gray emphasised:
“There’s no question of apathy
among the players, they’re very
sincere in their approach. Every
effort is being made to change the
situation. Nobody has done as
much as Jimmy Boggan, the
team-manager. He’s very modern
in his approach and he has deve.
loped a great interest among the
players. In fairness tg them, they
do all the right things excepf
hurl well when it’s most needed.

“Obviously there’s a big in-
feriority complex ang Knowing
they have so much more to win
than anyone else they're all the
more anxious. That was particu-
larly evident in Tulla when they
hurled just as well as Clare, byt
an anxiety to get goals meant
they didn’t take the points that
were there to be scored. Perhaps,
one good free-scoring forward
would mean a lot, but there's no
ready solution, It’s hard work and
more of it.”

If Dublin are to drop down to
the less-glamorous Section B of
the League it would not be their

® TO PAGE 29
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first time there and Jimmy Gray
doesn’t see it as the end of the
world. ‘“We were there before in
hurling — and football, too —
and we could use it to build up
for the championship.”

1t should be remembered that
only three winters ago Dublin’s
footballers were in a lower divi-
<ion and I still recall Kevin
Heffernan’s comment on that stay
' Division 2 which he made to
me just two days before the 1974
Leinster final. “The opposition

wasn’t very strong, but the team |

were winning matches and that’s

important when a team has got

out of the habit of winning.”

In this vear’s hurling cham-

pionship Dublin are due to play

Offaly in Portlaoise on June 9|

and the winners qualify for a
semi-final with Kilkenny.
judging on Kilkenny’s form to
date in the league, a break-
through for Dublin, even if they
overcame Offaly, would be a mas-
sive turn-up in form. Irrespective
of how Kilkenny might be play-
ing in June, they represent a
county that has proved to be the
biggest obstacle to Dublin teams
for over three decades. Dublin
have not beaten Kilkenny in the
championship since the 1942 pro-
vincial final and the most they
managed in the meantime against
black and amber sides was t0
draw in 1953, ’'57 and '58.

On occasions when Dublin did
get through they either beat
Wexford (as in their last success-
ful Leinster final) or it was WeX-
ford: who knocked-out Kilkenny.

Dublin has never lacked good
hurlers and Patsy Cunningham,
the Holden brothers, Harry
Dalton and Joe Towell are key
players in the current side. Jimmy
Gray says: “We've got go0od hurl-
er< and those that are in the
panel are the best available in the
county. It’s the nucleus of a good
team, but mabye we want one or
two more. But unlike football, we
don’t have a large supply of play-

ers from which a team can be
picked to fit into a plan or to
adapt to certain tactics, In hur-
ling we pick the players and then
find a method that best suits
them.”

The Dubs footballers . brought
about a significant change in the
sports-going habits of Dubliners
when their success attracted
throngs of youthful followers and
the All-Treland champions are
doing admirable prompotional
work for football, and ensuring

that the interest among the
youth 1is maintained, by their
visits to schools and colleges
which have continueqd right from
the All-Ireland final. Consequent-
ly every Dublin match—be it in
Croke Park, nearby Navan or far-
away Tralee — IS attended by
swarms of Dublin supporters.

Let’s hope the day 1s not too
far off when we might witness
the same hordes of Dubs sup-
porters flocking to the county’s
hurling matches,
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At Lenehans Countrywide we have alarge selection of fine grass machinery, for example —

1. Sod Cutter —self propelled 127 5od Cutter B.

allowing for varying depth.
2 Sub - aire — Bemoves golfgreen and bowling

green campaction, with three vibrating tines b.

beneath the turf surface. Allows for i mmediate use
af the area after treatment.

Greens - aire —removes cores of turf from the 7. !
- cutting up to ¥ an acre per hour.

green at 2" intervals and improves aeration and

effectiveness of fertilisation. 8.

The Bunton 36" rotary cutter which is highly

manoeuverable with a heavy 9.

duty engine capable of
continuous all-day use.

3. Turfking — B84 cylinder
mower which effectively
cuts large areas and
follows the contours
of the ground without /
scalping. /

4, Auto Certes —
Pedestrian 20" (
greenscutter, tradi- |
tional Ransomes
quality inthe tradi-
tional manner.
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RERESFORD STREET DLIBLIN
TELEPHONE 745841, B4 TELEX481T7

Gang Mower & Gang Carriers (trailed) for
large areas of grass maintenance. We have
combinations of type and size for every need.

Antelope - Self propelled 207 side wheel mower
for difficult-to-cut undulating areas, such as
banks.

Matador — 24" self propelled cylinder mower for

Mastiff — 36" self propelled cylinder mower for
cutting up to 2 an acre per hour.
Hydraulicb5/7-110r151t. cylinder mower
attached tg an agricultural tractor. Units are
hydraulically driven and
can be raised or lowered
by finger tip control,
Fast, accurate cutting
up to 7 acres per hour.

10. Commercial 60
60" self propelled ride-
on rotary mower for
large areas of rougher
cutting.
11. Renothin — 20" pedestrian vertical
cutter which effectively removes
thatch from greens and lawns.
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THE CAMOGIE SCENE

HERE was a time when the

Camogie game, except per-
haps in the big cities, more or
less went Iintp winter-quarters
from mid-Autumn until late
Spring. Indeed for many vears
the only Camogie people to brave
the rigours of winter were the
Ashbourne Cup players who field-
ed out in their inter-varsity
series every February, come what
might.

It became an article of faith
for them that the Ashbourne
went on despite war, or weather,
civil commotion or even Act of
God, and they maintain that
tradition still. But they are no
longer, when they take to the
February fields, a kind of token
that Camogie has survived the
turn of the vear, and will come
into full bloom again when the
grass is greener and the sun
warmer.

Nowadays Camogie continues
almost the whole year round. In-
deed currently the Colleges are
not the only ones to continue
playing on a more or less country-
wide basig into early December,
resyming again at the end of
January.

Nowadays because of the grow-
ing number of competitions, acti-
vity on the adult fields continued
until the end of November, and
would have run later but for
weather considerations, As 1t is
the Provincial club champion-
ships have not been fully comple-
ted which means an abnormally
early return to playing activities
in mid-January to clear the way
for the All-Ireland semi-finals

and final in the ensulng weeks.

This year, too, the .closing
stages of the National League
will have to be played off in Jan-
uary and February to ensure
that the final is plaved to sched-
ule in March. It had not original-
ly been intended to play import-
ant League games in the heart of
winter, but, for a variety of reas-
ons, the Fixtures Committee had
no alternative.

Weather caused more than one
postponement of some vital
games, and, in addition the
champion clubs from counties
with League commitments were
also caught yp in the club cham-
pionship. The net result has been
that the League competition has
been spun out unduly.

For instance, Tipperary, who
qualified for the final by winning
the Eastern Zone back in October
will not play again until the
March final. So long a delay tends
to evaporate the interest of play-
ers, officials and the general pub-
lic alike,

However, we must remember
that this, the inaugural National
[.eague competition, had to be
organised at relatively short
notice and the experience gain-
ed in running this first series 1s
bhound to be turned to good effect
when planning for the new season
ahead, and ironing out the snags
that were bound to arise 1n con-
nection with a first venture,

Meanwhile, just before Christ-
mas, there was a most heartening
day at Belfield when the C.C.LA.,
the Council of the Higher Insti-
tutes, held a seven-aside blitz for

31

By AGNES HOURIGAN

first-year students. Some ten Uni-
versities and Colleges sent teams
and the quality of the play and
the evenness of the standard
between the competing teams was
remarkable. What was even more
remarkable, however, was the
enthusiasm of all those involved.

There have been complaints
that girls coming to the Universi-
ties and other Third Level Insti-
tutes for the first time, find them-
selves lonely, and can have diffi-
culty in acclimatising and adapt-
ing to the very changed circum-
stances in which they find them-
selves. Some may find it hard to
make friends.

In bringing so many First-year
students with a common interest
in Camogie together in such a
congenial atmosphere so relati-
vely early in the Academic Year,
the C.CI.A. did a good day’s
work, not alone for our game 1in
the Universities and Colleges, but
helped all these girls make new
friends both within and without
their own Colleges. Certainly the
amount of talent displayed
among these First Years would
seem to ensure that the Ash-
bourne <Cup competition, the
C.C I A League and the
special Higher Institutes cham-
pionship for non-University Col-
leges should be particularly en-
tertaining through the months
immediately ahead.

The Ashbourne, by the way, 1S
being hosted this year, for the
first time ever by Dublin Univer-
sity, who already have begun
preliminary preparations.
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Watch out for Clarksport- The new range of purpose built Sports footwear from C

The Irish Olympic team went to Montreal wearing ‘Oregon’
from Clarks internationally famous Polyveldt range.
Supplied by Clarks Ireland Limited, this light but hard
wearing shoe has proved extremely popular with all
sportsmen for casual wear.
Polyveldts are available throughout the country
at all Clarks stockists.
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CLARKS SPRING IN TO 1977

. .. hew range for sportsmen

THERE will be a big welcome
from sportsmen for the
new range of sports shoes which
Clarks will be introducing into
the shops around next February.
One of the best in the range is
called Fastnet, which hag been
designed as a sailing shoe and
is totally proofed against salt
water, even down to the rust re-
sistant evelets for the laces but
which looks enough like an ortho-
dox casual mocassin to be worn
for many other loccasions. The
reason Clarks are particularly
proud of Fastnet is that it is the
best-seller of the new sports
range and was made in their Dun-
dalk factory for export all over
the world, so that’s jone up for
Ireland.

Bob Aubertin who looks after
Clarks affairs here, explained
that the company employ 700
people making shoes in Dundalk,
mainly children’s footwear, This
makes them by far the largest
employers of labour in the Irish
footwear industry today and wel-
come news is that the numbers
employed went up by 16 per cent
this year, which is a change from
what we’ve been hearing about
other Irish factories. All the pro-
duction from Clarks Dundalk fac-

tory is sent to a centra]l wanve-
house in England and then redis-
tributed along with their other
merchandise according to retail-
ers’ requirements, In fact Clarks
export for more shoes than they
import, so there is a considerable
net benefit to the country in hav-
ing their business operating from
here.

Now that they have entered
the sport and leisure field it is
expected that Clarks will be set-
ting pretty high standards in this
area — again, good news for fel-
lows who are getting tired of
having to buy new training shoes
every couple of months., They ap-
pear to be the only ‘normal’ foot-
wear manufacturers marketing a
range of sports footwear and they
are giving the same care and con-
cern to design and production in
this area as they give to their
general ranges which have a
superb reputation for reliability.

Their training shoes and others
wil] be on sale in retail footwear
shops so these are the places to
look for them, on special display
racks.

Clarks researched things
thoroughly before producing this
range and a panel of doctors and
sportsmen sat in at every stage

From the new
Clarksport
Range
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of the design process as consul-
tants which pernaps accounts for
the superb comfort of this sports
footwear, Most sports shoes 100k
attractive but some can be kind
of hard on the feet, while durabi-
lity can’t automatically be expect-
ed either. Clarks began by getting
the basics right — good compo-
nents, good design — and then
the shoes more or less automati-
cally turned out to be attractive
in themselves, The one they re-
commend for bowls would be
perfect for handball and another
to look for is the ‘Jogger’ which
is ideal for exercise. Golf shoes
from the range, besides being
waterproof, have tungsten-tipped

‘studs, which means the studs will

definitely last as long as the shoe.

To go with all these new ideas
Clarks have also designed a range
of bags for sportsmen in which
qll the gear can be carried
around handily. You can d¢hoose
from a shoulder bag, a hand grip
and a tennis/badminton bag
which has a special compartment
for the all-important racguet.

Another success story not
enough people know about has
to do with the batteries most of
us put in our cars. Chloride (Irl)
I.td. has been manufacturing bat-
teries in Ireland for the past
forty years and doing it so well
that they have a virtual mono-
poly of the battery business here.
Two hundred people are employ-
ed and it’s not just a question of
assembling imported compon-
ents, as hapoens with the motor
industry  generally.  Chloride
make the batteries from begin-
ning to end, using whenever pos-
sible all-Irish materials. They
even recover thelr own scrap
lead.

Twenty per cent of production
ic now exported and Exide bat-
teries are sold to places like Abu
Dhabi, St. Kitts and the Virgin
Islands. Mr. Langan of Exide told

@ OVERLEAF
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us he manages to sell to people
through French, German and
Arabic which isn’t bad going for
an Irish businessman!

Exide are now injecting a fur-
ther £600,000 into their factory
here so as to increase efficiency
still further. It is due to the effi-
cient methods ©f production
which have been introduced over
the years that batteries today
haven't quite doubled in price
since 1361. This rate of increase

of course, means batteries today
actually cost less than they did
then.

Some people have written to
Exide to tell them that they have
had as much as 12 years of
trouble-free service from their
batteries — if Exide and Dagen-
ite batteries can behave so well
for some people, it must be be-
cause they respond to minimum
care and attent.on.

Every time you eat a biscuit
@ TO PAGE 35

Forthe man of Ppro erty

and the woman of taste
-itsgottobe...

Crown,Bea

CROWN GLOSS
with polyurethane for hard
long lasting protection

CROWN EMULSION
for a beautiful matt finish

CROWN PLUS TWO
SILK FINISH VINYL EMULSION
Just wipe it over to keep
its perfect colours fresh
and clean

iy

guaranteed

Manutactured ana marketed by The Walpamur Co. (Ireland) Ltd., Cardiff Lane, Dublin 2.
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CROWNING GLORY

D-O*I'N?G some early Spring dec-

orating, whether you tackle
the job yourself or cal] in the
decorators, is a Soring tonic in
itSE:].!f

The Crown paints range is faby
lous this year and contains those
sophisticated subtle shades that
are such a joy to use. The Com-
pany tell wus that most Irish
people still buy far more white
paint than any other colour —
and In itself that indicates a sen-
s-ble cheice. But maybe this
Spring is the year when we’l]l be.
come adventurous. |

Ask at the paintshop if they
have a cony of the Crown Book
of Colocur and Design and a look
through it will tell vou all you
need to know about how that
wallpaper you faney can be
hung so as to look itg best.

The shop for all your renuire-
ments for home decorating is
Monsell Mitchell, Pearse Street
and Sir John Rogerson’s Quay,
Dublin. They cater svecially for
the do-it-yourself handyman and
their exwverienced staff can be
relied on for exrmert advice and
assistance,

There are always

bargains at
“Ireland’s leading home
decoration stores’’

MONSELL

MITCHELL
163-4 Pearse St.

AND
o-11 Sir John
Rogerson’s Quay
Dublin 2

Pearse Street Branch open
till 7.30 p.m. each Friday.




FARM BUILDINGS =
The Changing Scene

By K. M. Clarke of Tegral Building Products Ltd.

VER recent years farming

7 methods in Ireland, as else-
where, have greatly changed.
These 'changes, which have im-
proved farm incomes and re-
duced the farmer’s work load,
have created a demand for well
designed buildings suiteq to
their purpose.

With the short to medium term
prospects for agricultural wvrices
ang incomeg at a more attractive
leve] than at any time in the
past, the potential for significant
growth in farm building output
Iy very great,

The necessitv for increased
stocking rates. intensive produc-
tion and more efficient utilisa-
tion of labour for profitable beef
production has seen the devel
opment of simple well designed
buildings for cattle housing.
These buildings, nowadays. usu-
ally consist of two monopitch or
lean-to sheds with slatted floors
over slurry pitg sevarated by a
feeding Dpassage down which a
tractor may be driven to bring
the feed to the troughs at the
front of each ven, The twg rooifs
are usually keot g few feet apart
over the passage to allow ventila-
tion, and the side walls usually

——

have hinged baffles or open sheet-
ing to allow the entry of fresh
air.
The floor space reguired per
animal varies from 15 sq. ft. for
D icwt. animals, considerably less
than in other systems. As the ani-
malg are on slats, no bedding is
required, so there is a saving on
the cost of straw ang its hand-
ling. There is no pollution prob-
lem as manure storage is part of
the system. The greatest advan-
tage of this tywe of building is,
of course, the reduction in lab-
our Iinvolved in feeding and
management.

In dairying, the development
of self-feed silage systems has
been of great significance. In
these systems the cows are
housed in individual cubicles in
sheds or lean-tos to the shed con-
taining the silage angd are free
to feed ad lib.

An Foras Taluntals recom-
mends that only two tyves of
milking marlour should be con-
sidereq bv the majority of Irish
farmers, namely the abreast and
herringbone types, The herring-
bone marlour has become the
most popular as it can cope with
herds of between 20 and 240

cows. Its greatest advantages are
its ease and economy of installa-
tion and its high milking rate.

Herringbone parlours can be
installed in quite simple build-
ings and one of the most popular
i known as the ‘“Morepark” in
recognition of the development
work carried out by the Institute.
It consists of an L-shaped build-
ing with: the milking equipment
in the long arm of the L ang the
dairy and pump room Iin the
short arm. Frequently, the milk-
ing area of this building has
open sides.

Increasing investment in ex-
pensive machinery and rising
feed costg has led recently to the
building of many multi purpose
storage buildings, the wuse of
which varies with the seasons.
These buildings are usually ‘A’
roofed structures with rooflights,
Portion of these buildings are
freguently set aside as workshop
areas with good lighting drom a
concentration of rooflights.

Considerable research ang de-
velopment is being carried out
by the Department of Agricul-
ture, the universities and the
Agricultural Institute, ag well as
commercial interests into the 1m-
provement of the design and lay-
out of farm buildings. This Te-
search, coupled with the I-ri‘sh
farmer’s traditional ingenuity
which has led to today’s efficient
farm buildings is bound to lead
to interesting new developments.

® FROM PAGE 34

you could be helping the Irish
economy — nice thought that we
can be patriotic and enjoy our-
selves at the same time! Irish
Biscuits, since they moved to
their new factory din Tallaght,
have one of the best equipped
biscuit factorieg in Europe. In
fact visiting it is rather like visit-
ing a space-age fantasy land
which epitomises efficiency. The
people there describe 1t as ‘a
lovely place to work’.

Today Irish Biscuits employ
2 000 people directly and 5,000
people indirectly, in Ireland. Ten
per cent of all their pruduct.iﬂn
is exported. The consumption

figures are awesome: 75 tons of
flour per day, 20 tons of sugar a
day, 18 tons of fat and 7 tons of
syrup, 2o to make up all those
nice little packets which we all
consume with such enthusiasm.

Ireland invented the cream
cracker — yes, that was a first
for the old Jacobs. Today Irish
Biscuits make the cream crack-
ers sold in Marks & Spencers
food stores—made to the highest
standards jof hygiene anywhere.

Raelbrook, the foremost name
in shirt manufacturing, have
been making top quality shirts
at their Blackrock and Skerries
factories since 1957. QOver 180
people are employed and the out-
put is in the region of 10,000

39

shirts a week.

The latest continental designs,
allied to quality Irish manutac-
ture, mean that they have suc-
ceeded in producing a top quality
‘value for money’ product. The
fact that over 40% of their out-
pﬁt is exvorted shows that they
can compete successfully on the
international market.

Latest mews from Raelbrook
is that the casual style of shirt
with two evaulettes and pockets
will be ‘all the rage’ next
summer. Their Pilot shirt caters
for this sector of the market and
should be a great success in the
warm summer days. This 1s a
good thought for these dark
winter evenings.
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The bestroof

you can

ycosts
the least

ORACEM

Super 4 not only costs less to buy, it
costs nothing to care for. Super 4
roofing takes care of itself because it
never needs painting and cannot rust
or corrode under any conditions on
the farm. So buy the best . . . for
the least.

For further information contact
your local merchant, co-op or farm
buildings specialist, or contact our
Farm Buildings Advisory Department.

TEGRAL

Building Products Ltd., 6 South Leinster St
Dublin 2, Tel. 763974,




THREE WAYS

TO PROSPER

United Dominlons Trust have
no less than three schemes to
help people make the most of
their money. Under their Regu-
lar Investment vlan you deposit
a certain sum every month for a
specified number of years and at
tne end of that period you find
your deposit has grown consider-
ably. Any sum from £25 can be
deposited, on a monthly basis.
This is a good way to save for
some major purchase like a car.

Under UDT’s Capital Growth
scheme vyou can deposit any
amount from £200. UDT put the
interest onto your money every
six months and your interest
starts earning interest too. It’s a
good idea for people who don't
need the use of their money for
a couple of years but want @0
make it grow. Parochial or insti-
tutional funds make good use of
this scheme, Then there’s the
Monthly Income scheme from
which you get a cheque every
month representing the interest
on your deposit — retired people
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T first sight it appears more

exciting to spend than 1o
save. But if you are constantly
spending then you will never
have enough to afford something
really special such as a bicycle,
a itrip to an All-Ireland final, a
holiday and so on.

The secret of achieving these
goals is to save regularly. A small
amount saved every week IS
much better than saying large
amounts now and again. Once
you acquire the savings habit
your money quickly mounts up.

Having the backing of savings
gives you independence and se-
curity. If a bargain suddenly ap-
pears on the scene then you can
take full advantage of it while
the spender cannot.

It is well to remember that
vour money can work for you
if vou invest it correctly. There
is no point keeping your savings
in an old sock when you can
earn 7% interest per Yyear with
the Post Office. You can open a
Post Office account with just 50p
and after that it is up to you.

Guide”

Be independent—SAVE

The Post Office gives you a de-
posit book so you know exactly
how much you have.

Saving is not only importani
for the individual but for the
nation as well. Personal savings
make up the pool of money from
which new schools, hospitals and
factories are built. This in itself
creates jobs and increases the na- |
tion's standard of living.

The National Savings Comni.i1-
tee publish a number of free
booklets which should help you
on the savings trail. "Money-
craft’ for pupils and teachers
deals with money in relation to

the individual, business, trecde
and the economy.
“Secure Ways to Save’ lists

all the State-guaranteed schemes
available while “School Leavers
gives advice to those
about to leave school on how to
organise themselves. These book-
lets may be had free of charge
by writing to the National Sav-
ings Committee at 72 St. Steph-
en's Green, Dublin 2. No stamp
is required.

and others find this very handy.

PSS

WATCH TiME

T the Irish offices ©f the

prestigious Swiss watchmak-
ers’ society we saw the latest and
most beautiful watches for ladies
by Omega. The cases and straps
were especially dezigned and
made in Italy in 14¢ gold and
they have all the design flair for
which TItalians are famous. The
watch bracelets are in fact kn-t-
teq from fine gold wire which
makes them very flexible zand
they form the perfect comple-
ment to the sleek dials and of
courze top-class watch mechan-
ismg supplied by Omega. Each
one would represent a
investment at from £345—and of
course you're buying a eautiful
piece of jewellery tco.

superb

Q)
OMEGA

elegance&perfection

GENEVE — Smart, sturdy and
utterly dependable always. Right
in every way for the man who's

going places!

Gold Plate. . ..... £126.50
Stainless Steel. .. .. £89.50

s e

4
h
I
A
3
4
'i:rf

I ]
e i i | 1
i Bl
T
[
1
1 i
k- "._
! ’
- 5
N
e L n
b h'
S L
i
[0
#

: 2 .__'L Mg e e i S

Yy

b "_|:|!.I -

o S

i 7

Choose from the great OMEGA selection at your specially
selected Omega jeweller.
]  oMEGA, TISSOT, LANCO, AUDEMARS PIGUET. afa
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IRISH . . . BUY IRISH . . . SELL IRISH . . « BUY IRIS[;l

—

lsAw:' IRISH JOBS

Your job and the jobs of members of
your family depend on what you buy
in the shops. Think before you

buy — and buy lrish. Your decision
Is crucial.

Irish Tran3p0rt and General

Workers’ Union

IRISH . . . BUY IRISH . . . SELL IRISH . . . BUY IRISH

RAELBROOK
IRELAND

Manufacturers of:

* SOUTH COUNTY
HA%J%%E[;:EBTEEER, * LEGIONNAIRE

STOUT, SPIRITS,WINES,

CHAMPAGNE & | % DANIEL BROOK
SHIRTS

TRADE ENQUIRIES:

1 BROOKFIELD AVENUE

- Blackreck, Co. Dublin. Phone: 881641 |

MIXERS




HAT was the year that was!
And as 1976 takes its place
in the annals of history, and we
eagerly look forward to the year
ahead, what better way to bridge
the turn of the seasons than
through a quiz that helps to re-
vive memories of the campaign
that is now history?

ON THE SPOT . . . does just
that this month, but at the same
time, with such a strong emphasis
just now on players of the year,
games of the year and exciting
moments in the premier grade,
our quiz orovides an added chal-
lenge by dealing in the main with
events other than inter-county
senior affairs at All-Ireland win-
ning level.

After all, even the must luke-
warm enthusiast knows that Cork
and Dublin won the premier
awards last year in the Champilon-
ships. But can you say, offhand,
who took the Ulster minor foot-
ball title?

That’s just one of the type of
gquestions featured in our three
part quiz. There are some bonus
guestions included, and details of
the points to be won and lost are
given at the end of each section.

For a start, let’s take a look
back at some of last year’s

TITLE WINNERS

1. Who won the All-Ireland
Vocational Schools’  Football
Champlonship last May at Croke
Park.

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

2. St. Jarlath’s, Tuam, lost the
All-Ireland Colleges’ senior foot-
ball championship decider last
May, Can you name the winners
of that game

3. The Dr. McKenna Cup com-
petition is a knock-out senlor
football test confined to the

Compiled by TONY KEEGAN

Ulster counties. The winners of

the 1976 series were Derry,
Armagh, or Monaghan. Your
gelection?

----------------------------------------

4, Now a chance for the ladies
to forge ahead, and a question at
the same time to tax the memo-
ries of the mere males, The All-
Ireland senior camogie title went
to Kilkenny last September. But
was the national junior crown
won by Down, Dublin, or Cork?

5. Our first bonus question.
Five extra marks if you name the
four provincial minor football
championship winners of 1976.
If vou fail to get all four correct,
help yourself to just one point
for each provincial winner named
correctly.

Each question is worth five
points, other than No. 5, which
yields ten points for an all cor-
rect answer. Total score possible:
30 points. Your tally.

........................................

Now a cham:e to see how well
yvou know your clubs in this five-
question feature on:

ICLLUB REP‘ORT

1. The players above are (right)
Pat Spillane, of Kerry, and Ger

Henderson, of Kilkenny. Name
their clubs?
2. James Stephens, Kilkenny,

39

made history on the double last
yvear in the All-Ireland eclub
senior hurling championship.
What we want here is for you to
give full details of that’ unique
double,

3. Most enthusiasts will re-
member that Portlaoise shocked
St. Vincent’'s of Dublin, the de-
fending champions, in the Lein-
ster club football championship
in November. But can you re-
member the Laois champions’
winning margin?

4 Another chance to make up
lost ground with this ponus ques-
tion. Who were runners-up for
the All-Ireland club senior hurl-
ing and football titles last March?

5. One of the longest serving
footballers in the game, Sean
O’Connell, won his first Ulster
senior club football medal at the
end of November. Name the
Derry forward’s title winning
club side?

Agam 30 points are on nﬂer
here, five for each question
answered correctly, plus that five
points bonus for No. 4. Your
score,

Finally, the spotlight here 18
firmly on the players. And a
warning, some of these questions
may cause you to scratch your
head. But again. some eXxtra
points are available for the more
difficult ones.

PERSONALITY PARADE

1. Not too difficult a one to
start with. Who captained Kil-
kenny to their 1976 National
Hurling League final replay win?

------------------------------------------

® TO PAGE 41
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-' Our reporter, puzzled by this m
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ysterious banner, asked a prominent player. \' =
He explained that since Avonmore Honey is great for making champions '
the bees ought to get some credit, too. In fact, he got it from a reliable
source that bees in Spain who heard of the fame of Avonmore are now
making Spanish honey from the nectar of Orange Blossom z
and Rosemary for Avonmore. Try it. Maybe - Bl it
you'll add a Spanish touch to the game!
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The Blood Transfusion
Service Board
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2. Five additional marks for
naming the player who lined out
at full forward for Derry in their
Ulster senior football final replay
with Cavan in July?

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

3. The following players all ap-
peared in the senior champion-
ships at inter-county level in the
past year — Pat McAneaney,
Michael Cosgrave, Richie Dun-
ford and Frank Holohan. What
we want here is their respective
county team, and again a five
marks bonus for all correct
answer. Otherwise just one point
for each county correctly named.

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

4. This hurler who has made
his mark as a forward and a back,
achieved one of the best indivi-
dual scoring returns in the genlor
championship last season. Who is
he?

5. Two Clare hurlers helped
Munster to their Railway Cup
final win over Leinster last

March, Can you name them?

6. The two players pictured
above were prominent with their
county teams last year without,
however, getting among the
major medals. Who are they?

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

7. Another question to show
just how expert you are on minor
affairs. Select from the following
list the players who led their
counties to All-Ireland minor
title wins last September: Goal-
keeper Vincent Mullins or mid-
fielder Joe Hogan (Tipperary),
and midfelder Gerry Burke or
full forward Gay McManus, of

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

8. Another chance for lady
readers to come into their own.
Who captained Kilkenny to their
All-Ireland camogie genior title
win?

9 Galway’s left half back 1n
their All-Ireland senior hurling
semi-final replay with Wexford
at Cork also captained the team
that day. Who is he?

10. Finally, not too difficult a
one really if you think about it.

ANSWERS
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This footballer did not play one
full senior championship game
in the past campaign, but still
made a major impact on the foot-
ball scene?

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Each question is worth five
points, except Numbers 2 and 3.
The bonus marks for those ques-
tions mean that 60 points in all
may be won here, Your Score

HOW YOU MEASURE UP

Total marks possible: 120, 100
or over: Excellent, 80 to 100
Very Good. 60 to 80: Good.
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LN.T.O.
BUY IRISH NOW

The Central Executive Committee of
the Irish National Teachers’ Organisa-
tion appeals to the members of the
Organisation to give their maximum
support to the campaign “BUY IRISH
NOW?”, initiated by the Minister for
Industry and Commerce, and urges
them by talks to their pupils, to bring
the campaign and its importance iIn
the National Economy to the notice of
their parents.

m
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SOME NEW YEAR MUSINGS BY JAY DRENNAN

AT AT A ATIAVAAAAL AT AV VAL AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAVAAAAAAA TAAAAAAN

LET’S
TAKE
FROM
THE
RICH
AND
GIVE
TO
THE
POOR

RECENT events have conspir-

ed to place a bright light
on the All-Stars Tour. First there
was the remembered inconveni-
ence of the tour of 1976, even
though much was forgiven be-
cause of the tie-in with the Bi-
cennetial  Celebrations. Then
came the questionable selections
on the All-Stars team itself which
raised hackles in several quarters
and transferred itself into a close
attention to broader issues in the

AMAAAAAAAA VALV IAAVIAAAMAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAMAAAA AN ANAA VAN

tour than the selection of the

players involved.

Next and latest of the factors
that have caused the build-up of
doubts and caustic comments was
the terrible scramble wof games
left to be sorted out in the dead
of winter. Teams, individuals,
officials, spectators — all seem-
ed equally inconvenienced and
annoyed by the log-jam and the
circumstances which made it im-
possible to shift a whole section
of the programme back until
after Christmas because there
was no room there either, packed
as February (and even January)
is with heaped up fixtures.

As the weather, the energy and
the tempers got worse, and all
began to long for a rest, covetous
thoughts were directed more and
more precisely towards the seve-
ral weeks of high season time and
weather which was used up in
1976 by the All-Stars tour.

The reaction was that, if only
that time had been available for
use in the field of inter-county
competition, in particular, there
would now be ng need for the
dragging of weary limbs across
wintry landscapes more out of
obligation than pleasure.

One can overreact in the
moment of weakness, when the
resistance is low and everything
seems to be a suitable subject fior
complaint. That jg probably one
of the reasons why one hears the
voices of complaint so much at
this time of year. It is the
weather and the short evenings,
the hardship wof keeping in any

kind of training, of course, but it
is surely also because of the time
of year and the fact that it is the
fag-end of a long eleven months.

I think that wrong conclusions
can be drawn often in such hard-
pressed moments. So, maybe, we
should be a little circumspect.
Yet, there is a lot in what many
players and officials are saying—
that we cannot afford three weeks
(or more) out of the peak-point
of the season just to accommo-
date the elite of the All-Stars and
All-Ireland champions,

Why not have the tours at the
back end, someone suggested?
Why not, indeed, since in Cali-
fornia, at least, one feels the
weather would be a pleasant
change from muddy, or frost-bit-
ten fields in Ireland. But, there
is then the problem about New
York, even more firmly grabbed
in the grip of bitter weather at
this time, And, of course, there is
the problem of robbing Peter to
pay Paul, as it were — making
the top players pay for being so
good by sending them off to grind
out more footbhall and hurling,
while the less good are comfort-
ably sitting down to a nice end of
season rest at home,

It may be a question of an
elite taking advantage of the
majority just now, but that is no
reason to try to equalise that by
victimising the elite.

There was also a question of
the sponsorship of the All-Stars
event by a large tobacco concern
and whether that could be made
to square with the professed in-
tentions of the Association to
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log-jam of fixtures not helped by mid-season tours

HAAAMAM AT A LTAAAAAAAL LT TAAAAAA VAAAMAAAAAAAMAAAAAAAAAAAMAAAAAAAAAAAAAAMAAMAAL VAR

42




foster all that goes to create the
cliched ‘“mens sana 1n corpore
sano’’. There is, it appears to me,
a rather substantial number of
GAA people which has found it-
self with a rather tender con-
science as a result of this parti-
cular argument., They feel there
is something in 1f; they do not
wish to make it a lever to unship
the All-Stars idea; they know the
GAA dould not afford that kind
of junketting out of its own
pocket; so they turn their un-
certain frame of mind on another
aspect — that of the manner in
which the tour is interfering with
the activities of the Association
in general.

Tt is all such a mess, really, If
it were a matter of clear-cut
issues vou could stand back and
weigh the facts and arguments i
the balance and make a definite
decision one way or another. But,
the All-Stars tour is not just a
tour, full stop. There are ‘over-
tones and causes and effects.

Some form of honour for the
top players is surely not to be
considered a bad thing in itself.
Neither are tours in themselves a
bad thing: indeed, the truth 1is,
of course, that the whole philo-
sophy of the GAA on sustaining
with moral assistance the efforts
of exiles and their descendants to
keep the games going abroad
makes the idea of touring a good
one, in itself, perhaps, even, a
necessary one? Again one cannot
be clear because of the doubt ab-
out the degree of sincerity with
which that view is espoused.

Finally, one might even go to
the limit of credibility and say
that touring in prime time need
not be disastrous, as such, either,
because that only means more
prime time for the other aspects
of the GAA which require atten-
tion, and which, indeed, are con-
stantly hollering for room to
breathe — county championships
in every grade; minor and under-
21 championships, Feile na nGael,
inter-firm, schools, colleges and

third-level educational competi-
tions . . .

But, when one has said all that,
one has to acknowledge the fact
that certain priorities must be
decided upon. And whether it is
a maftter of sending the All-Stars
and All-Irelanders on tour in the
high season or at the end of the
year, it all really boils down to
the same thing in the end. There
are top many games, too many
weary players filling in time be-
cause of prior obligation to club,
county, firm, university, school,
or grade, or most of these toget-
her,

To be brutally honest, it
doesn’t bother me that much if
some player decides to play so
much that he does himself a mis-
chief: he ought to know better,
or be better advised. But, it does
bother me that there can only be
one result to all thig crazy rush
to play in everything all the
time, and the dauite unhealthy
belief that if it is not a competi-
tive game it is not worth a toffee.

This must, inevitably lead to
weary players, lacking in inspira-
tion. Worse than that, it must
lead to a decline in the standard
of football and hurling. It is not
any great coincidence that there
has been a definite decline In
most grades of the games since
the proliferation of grades and
competitiong began to take eftect
in the last ten or fifteen years.

In timeg gone by when there
were far fewer games, any county
which went on tour was in fear
and trembling lest the tour would
affect their team’s performance
in the following championship at
home. Indeed, it often did, or was
presumed to have done, Nowa-
days, however, with two, three or
four times as many calls on the
players, the question at issue
boils down to whether the best
players should go on tour and
play to the point of tiredness, or
whether they should stay at home
and do the same thing, Because
that is what it would mean if the
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tours were done away with, and,
even at that, it would mean only
a minimal improvement at the
and of the year, since there is
some kind of variation of Parkin-
son’s Law at work here ensuring
that games proliferate to fill the
available (and  unavoidable)
time,

Meantime, who bothers to set
any value on training any more?
How can they, when they haven't
a minute? The only ones who
can afford the luxury of training
time are those who are down
the “boithrin” as far as competi-
tions are concerned because they
are small and poverty-stricken—
hoth clubs and counties, And,
while they have the time to work
on their game, they haven’t the
incentive.

Take a decision, I say, to cut
out 25 per cent, at least, of pres-
ent competition. Then search un-
til that 25 per cent has been
found — otherwise, by going the
opposite way about it, nothing
will ever get cut out. Then make
every effort to spread the games
about more; give a bit more to
the poor; take a bit more from
the rich. If necessary, force play-
ers to choogse between grades
and competitions when they are
eligible for too many, Give a bit
of breathing space, for goodness
sake, and let people see where
the light is. Then it wil] be Dos-
sible to say whether there should
be tours or not, and when? Until
then we are simply fooling our-
selves into thinking that this has
anything to do with the chaos.

Much more to the point, how-
ever, it will be a move in the
direction of improved standards,
for even if young players make
no greater effort to train and im-
prove their skills in the new time
given them, they will be fresher,
at least, and more anxious to play
ball, instead of the present situa-
tion where they are either drag-
ging their feet to play or hardly
know where to find their boots
since the last time.




BILL
WALSH,
Regional
Tourism
Manager,
South-East

THiE Shannonside Region —

counties Clare, Limerick
and North Tipperary — has
special associations with the
G.A.A. It was in Thurles that the
Association was foundeg angd in-
deed Limerick has hosted more
Munster Hurling finals than any
other centre.

Two centres therefore with
modern stadia and a variety
of attracticns and good accom-
modation which G.A.A. follow-
ers would enjoy. In both cen-
tres, dog racing, horse racing,

" W [Injoy the game at your leisure WG

cinema, theatre, golf, bingo are
available to G.A.A. groups. A
wealth of things to see and do

" angd all the maps ang guides to

help you plan a local tour will
make your stay in Limerick or
Thures as enjoyable and as mem-
orable as any All Ireland. Try it
and see next time there is a big
match. Bring your friends, avoid
the wvre-match rush and post-
match traffic. For example, in
Limerick, from lunch on Satur-
day to after lunch on Sunday,
it’ll cost £11.85 per person (in-
clusive of dinner, all taxes etec.).
In Thurles the vrice, exclusive
of dinner is £8.25 for a single,
£16.00 for twin.

< + +

E in the Sunny South East

are very nroud of the fact

that within our Region we have

SEAN
BROWNE,
Manager,
Shannemside
Regional &
Tourism
Organisation

tour of Ireland’s leading hurling
counties. As Regiona] Tourism
Manager and a former inter
county player I would wurge
Gaelic Clubs ang Groups who
may be travelling to any one of
our major stadia to consider
spending a weekend with us to
enjoy our first class accommo-
dation, our excellent amenities
and our evening entertainment at
Kilkenny, Waterford, Wexford,
Clonmel and Dungarvan.

—

—

EXPERT ADVICE

R. Dwyer of the Educational
Building Society, in a
recent interview said that
putting one’s money into a de-
poslt or share account is particu-
larly worthwhile when one is sav-
ing money on a bvlanned basis.
Deposit rates went up a bit last
November, the tax arrangement
which allows interest on accounts
to be paid nett of tax cuts out a
lot of form-filling and makes
putting in and taking out one’s
money very simple, And it does
help, if you go looking for a
mortgage, to be able to demon-
strate that you can save on a re-
gular basis — it’'s almost a char-
acter test really. The Educatio-
nal Building Society is easy to
save with because it has got
branches almost everywhere you
can think of and they keep regu-
lar office hours.

Unique fund-raising venture

HE ambitious Erne Gaels

club in Belleek have come
up with a fund-raising venture
that is not only one of the most
unusual and exciting I ‘have
come across, but also unique of
its kind. This takes the form of
a Sbecial porcelain plate, which
combines the flavour of the
G.A.A. with some of the finest
attributes of the country’s
ancient heritage ang culture,

The bplate has been produced
in a limited quantity by the
world famous Belleek Pottery.
The design and modelling were
by Oisin Kelly, sculofor and con-
tributing designer to the Kil-
kenny Design Workshops.

The centreviece of the plate
centaing a crest similar to that
of the G.A.A. -

- A second band around the plate
carries the bprofiles in relief of
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elght famous G.A.A. nersonalities
and bridges many eras in the
Association’s history. The wvro-
files are of Michae] Cusack,
Maurice Davin, Dr. Croke, Sam
Maguire, John Joe O’Reilly, Pad-
ralg O Caoimh, Michae] O’Hehir
and Christy Ring.

The plate will sell for about
£12 to G.A.A. clubs, and may be
obtained direct from the Erne
Gaels club in Belleek, Co. Fer-
managh. '

For well over one hundred
years Belleek has had an inter-
national reputation for the manu-
facture of fine vottery. Nowa-
days high quality porcelain bro-
duced with the aid of Litherland
electric ovens have speeded-up
production without any loss' of
guality. The bprocesses of pro-
duction are still carried on by
hand.



JUNIOR DESK

™S 1977. First of all a happy
New Year to you all and may
Junior Desk continue to flourish.
So many letters were held back
last month for lack of space that
I am asking you all to write to
the Editor to ask him for an
EXTRA page. I've been asking
now for many years, I won’t write
anything at all this month myself.
Only to say congrats to our Cut-
out Noel O'Dwyer of Borrisoleigh,
still one of the top hurlers in the
country and a great sportsman.
Noel has suffered many injuries
and stil] soldiers on, He will be
one of the big men in the Tip-
perary comeback which is not too
far away judging by their great
minor team of 1976.

IIIIII||I'II]IIIIIIIIIIIIIHIIIII]IIHIIIHIIIIIIIIIIrIIIIIIIIIIIITIIIIIIIII'Il

MAILBAG

TRCEY TUCTL RAATT SAREY RUUR0 SURER UUEY ST ARHTE STANR RUUNN H10MY NRATE RULR RRRRA AL

Jack Naughton, Brackagh,
Horseleap, Moate, Co. Westmeath
thinks programme collecting is a
very interesting hobby and al-
though only at it for liftle over
a year, has over 50 different pro-
grammes. Jack agrees with
Eoghan Corry’s views about pro-
grammes, especially regarding
surplus programmes being sold
at reduced prices. Jack, like
Eoghan, thinks that overseas
soccer programme collecting 1is
too commercial. Jack is very in-
terested in getting county final
programmes and would like
readers to swop some county final
programmes with him. He praised
the Westmeath, Offaly and Derry
county fina] programmes.

Talking about the All-Ireland
S.F. final, he is critical of our

fuﬂbtball becoming like handball.
“Kicking a ball in hurling should
also be banned.” Kevin Moran is
his footballer of the vear, with
Anthony McGurk his No. 2. “Tom
McGuinness is the most consist-
ently brilliant midfielder in the
country,” His hurler of the year
would be one of the following
three: Denis Coughlan, Tony
Doran or Mick Jacob.

@ I'm delighted to see that county
final programmes are improving So
rapidly. I was most impressed with
the North Mayo Junior F.C. final
programme, also the Westmeath,
Kerry and Galway county final pro-
grammes. I'll say more on this later.

(J.M.)

Donal Ring, Coolavokig, Lissa-
creasig, Macrcom, Co. Cork. “The
colour covers on the Gaelic Sport
All-Ireland issues were superb.
My stars of the hurling final were
Pat Moylan and Mick Jacob, I
don’t agree with Seamus Woulfe
that Cork are running the G.A.A.
but T agree with Patrick Byrne
of Kiltegan regarding the hand-
pass in football and dropping
the hurley to palm the bal] in for
a score in hurling. The handpass
should be gbolished. I think that
the penalty should stay in both
games.

“The Lucozade chart is great.
I have it on my bedroom wall.
My stars of the football final
were Kevin Moran and Brian
Mullins. My footballer of the year
would be Brian Mullins and my
top hurler Denis Coughlan.
Junior Desk fans should have a
guest player each month with
fans asking him questions.”

@® Now, Donal, I'm asking you
fo nominate a hurler and a foot-
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baller as our guesis for questions.
So pick your men and we will
organise it. (J.M.)

Sean Furlong (age 11), Kilmac-
league, Dunmore East, Co. Water-
ford. “My Dad brought me to
both All-Irelands this year. John
O'Keeffe ig a very good foot-
baller. He is one of six stars I
have pinned up on my bedroom
wall.”

® Who are the other five! I'm
delighted to find so many Junior
Desk fans pasting our own G.A.A.
stars on their bedroom walls, Don't
tell Mammy I said it but keep
pasting your G.A.A. pin-ups on the
wall. (J.M.)

Patrick Byrne, Spynans, Kil-
tegan, Co. Wicklow wants to
know where he can get a Wick-
low Jersey.

® Write to G.A.A. Shop, Croke
Park, Dublin 3, and ask for their
current price list. (J.M.)

Ger Dowling, 5 Upper Johns-
town, Waterford is very critical
of the voor stewarding at the
recent Kilkenny v Tipperary
N.H.L. game at Nowlan Park,
Kilkenny, when so many young
Kilkenny boys invaded the pitch
after every Kilkenny score. They
could easily have been injured
angd are a huge distraction to
both teams but especially to the
rival goalkeeper. “Besides, it
presented a rotten image of our
G.A.A. games on telly.” This is
Ger’s second time writing about
this lack of stewarding at this
venue and he feels that Kilkenny
Co. Board should do something
about it. Ger Dpraises Kevin
Moran and Brian Mullins for
their All-ITreland displays, He 1s

® OVERLEAF
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@® FROM OVERLEAF

critica] of the fact that no Water-
ford hurler received an All-Star
nomination,

& Great letter. Watching that
gaine in Nowlan Park on TV, I too
was appalled at the lack of steward-
ing and the high jinks of the Young
Kilkenny fans as they made a nuis-
ance of themselves after every home
score. It presented a very poor
image of our game. I love youthful
fervour better than anybody but this
wasn't fervour. Nowlan Park has
allowed this to happen too often,

(J.M.)

Des Kelly, Ballycoogue,
Woodenbridge, Avoca, Co. Wick-
low is very critica] of R.T.E. and
asks Fred Cogley to restore g
G.A.A. programme like Gaelic
Report on R.T.E. Des feels that
as ‘Gaelic foothal] and hurling
are the top spectator sports in
‘reland, R.T/E. should reflect that
popularity fairly.

@ Des, you'll have to admit that
R.T.E, has improved and is now
reflecting the strength you mention.
But it must continue to improve.

(J.M.)

Majella Byrne, Spynans, Kil-
tegan, Co. Wicklow thinkg Junior
Desk is great and is writing for
the first time, Majella would like
a T-shirt with some hurlers or
footballers of today on it. She
wants a Cut-Out of Richie Bennis.
Her favourites are Mickey O'Sul-
livan, R. Bennis, Jimmy Barry-
Murphy ang Martin Quigley.

@ Nobody ever forgets Jimmy
Barry-Murphy. (I.M.)

Donal O Duibhir, 27 Ballin-
temple, Blackrock Rd., Cork is 9
years old and plays left half back
in hurling. Donal lives near
Pairc Ui Chaoimh and hasn’t
missed a game in it yet. “Christy
Ring, Jimmy Brohan and Pat
Moylan brought the McCarthy
Cup to our schoo] after the All-
Ireland ang we got a half-day.
At school our class has a big
collection of G.A.A programmes,
magazines and books. Cork should
have beaten Kerry in the Mun-
ster final.” MHis favourites are
Eamonn O’Donoghue, Pat Moy-
lan, Jimmy Barry-Murphy, Eddie

Keher and Ray Cummins.
@ Fuailte, Donal, to Junior Desk.
You must have been pleased with

. the November issue with the col-

oured Cut-Out of Eddie Keher and
Eamonn Young's fine interview
with Ray Cummins, (J.M.)

Norman Rechford, The Square,
Gort, Co. Galway is 10 years old,
plays with his team, The Sqguare,
In football and expects to play
for Gort at a future date.

@® Welcome to Junior Desk. One
of Galway's greatest ever hurlers
came from Gort, namely Josie
Gallagher, not to mention his
brother Stephen and Tadhg Kelly.

(J.M.)

All the above Jetters were held
over since the last issue so please
forgive me if I have to shorten
all the other letters unduly or if
a name appears twice as I'd like
to include al] letters.

Séamus O Duinn, (Rinai), Bord
ha nog, CL.C.G., Co. Wicklow
sends on copies of the Wicklow
S/F.C. final programme between
Hollywood and Baltinglass. Any-
one wishing to get a copy of same
can do so if they write to Séamus
O Duinn, Ballyduff, Arklow, Co.
Wicklow enclosing a P.O. for 20p.

@® Programme collectors please
note, (I.M.)

Cona] Byrne, Garryvadden Rd.,
Blackwater, Enniscorthy, Co.
Wexford says his favourite sport
is hurling and hig favourite
players are Tony [Doran, Mick
Jacob and Iggy Clarke.

Michael O’Hara, Patrick St.,
Mountrath, Co. Laois is highly
critica] of the Dubs, in particuar
Jimmy Keaveney, Bobby Doyle
and Tony Hanahoe, who wouldn’t
stop to sign an autograph for
him in Portlaoise on the occasion
of Portlaoise’s win over St. Vin-
cent’'s. On the other hand he
praises Kilkennymen Pat Delaney,
Nicky Orr, Eddie Keher, Fan
Larkin and Liam 'O’Brien who,
atter being heavily beaten by
Wexford in this year’s Leinster
final, found time to sign auto-
graphs for him. “In fact Pat
Delaney gave me his hurley and
gave my brother, P.J., hig No. 11
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jersey.”

@ Michael, this is a serious com-
plaint. Now there is a time and q
place for everything and Derhaps
You caught the Dubs ar the Wrong
time. I know Jimmy Keaveney well
and he is a great sportsman and
gives so much of his time every
week to the juvenile members of
his club. So does Bobby Dovle.
Tony Hanahoe is a great Sportsman
loo. Perhaps, Michael, yow’'ll be
hearing from them when they read
this. (J.M.)

Teresa Byrne, Svynans, Kil-
tegan, Co., Wicklow is full of
praise for Anthony MeGurk of
Derry and Tony Doran of Wex-
ford.

Antonia O’Brien, 5, St. Mary’s
Ave., Urlingford, Co. Kilkenny
1s 16 years old and writes to
thank those who helved her to
get the Kilkenny G.A.A. Year.
books of 73 and '74. Her fav.-
ourites are L. O’Brien, P. De-
laney, M. Brennan, E. Keher and
B. Cody in hurling anq M. 0’Sul-
livan, G. Power, P. O'Shea and
P. Spillane in football. “Eddie
Keher will keep on scoring
goals.”

W. F. Carberry, 54 Poleberry,
Waterford is anxious to swop
tapes of games that he has and
has the following list of ProO-
grammes and magazineg for sale
or exchange.

Gaelic Stars of the Year, 1970,
72, 13, '14; World of Gaelic
Games 1974; Limerick Heroeg
1973; Solo Magazine, Oct., Nov.,
Dec., 1972, Sept. '73; An Cul, Dec./
Jan. 1974/°75, Feb./Mar., July, *75:
N.F.L. finals, 1975, 1976; All.
Ireland Hurling Semi-final, 1976,
Draw and Replay; Railway Cup
finals, 1969, ’70. ’75; All-Ireland
Hurling finals 1965, ’66, '67, 73,
74, °75, '76; All-Ireland Football
Semi-final 1970, '75; Munster
Hurling fina]l 1976: Munster Foot-
ball final 1975, ’78: All-Ireland
Football finals 1965, ’67; Con-
nacht Football final 1972; N.H.L..
(Draw) 1976.

® Readers interested in any of
the above should write to Mr. Car-
berry. The same applies to any
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reader interested in tapes of games.
(J.M.)

Christopher Hannon, 1879 Kill,
West Naas, Co. Kildare wants de-
tails of Séamus O Riain’s Money-
gall Hurling Story and the follow-
ing is his best Ireland team since
1960:

P. Cullen (Dublin), Donie O'Sul-
livan (Kerry), John O’'Keeffe
(Kerry), Tom 'O"'Hare (Dowm),
John Donnellan (Galway); Nick
Clavin (Offaly), Pat Reynolds
(Meath), Mick O’Connell (Kerry),
Des Foley (Dublin), Sean O’Neill
-(Down ), Micky Kearins (Sligo),
Tony McTague (Offaly), Paddy
O’Doherty (Down), Mick O’Dwyer
(Kerry), John Keenan (Galway).

@ Would some readers help re
the Monevgall story? The team IS
eood, too. (I.M.)

John Jomes, 39 Legilly Road,
Dungannon, Co. Tyrone is 11
years old and thinks Frank Mec-
Guigan, Gerry McElhinney and
Colm McAlarney are the three
best footballers in the north.

® All great men. (J.M.)

Declan Keane, Moyglass, Lough-
rea, Co. Galway wants a Cut-out
of John Connolly or Tony Doran
and loves Junior Desk.

Brendan Dwyer, Scrahanagnave,
Sneem, Co. Kerry plays at mid-
field for Sneem U-12 team and
has ag favourites Tod Nolan, Pat
Moriarty, Mike Sheehy, Fan Lar-
kin, Eddie Keher, Iggy (Clarke,
Ray ICummins and Eamonyp Cre-
gan.

Gerald P. Hussey, Ardshillane,
Sneem, Co. Kerry says his fav-
ourites are John Egan and Eddie

Keher and loveg ®Paire Ul
Chaoimbh.
Joseph Woods, Cloneyogam,

Lahinch, Co. Clare looks back on
the year, visited Thurles Stadium
three times, saw both Leinster
finals (when Anton O'Toole and
the Doran brothers were the
stars) and the Dublin S.H.C. final,
and was thrilled by both All-
Irelang finals. Joseph feels that
V.I.P.s should come in time to
see the All-Ireland finals and
here he feels Jack Lynch always
sets a great example. He saw many

other games including the Cam-
ogie and Oireachtas finals and
the Cork v Dublin N.F.L, game.
“But for me July 11 ip Pairc Ul
Chaoimh wag the best day of all.
I never enjoyed anything asmuch
ag this Cork v Kerry draw. To
the two teams I gay thankg for
the memory.” His two stars wof
the year are Tony Doran and
Anton O’'Toole. i

@ Great letter as usual, Joseph.
I thought the replay between Cork
and Kerry a much better game than
the drawn one and [ saw both
games. (J.M.)

Conal Mac Aonghusa, Ceo
Meala, Cnoc na Rés, An Carraig
Dubh, Co. Atha Cliath, writeg to
Junior Desk for the first time.
His school won the U-12 H, and
#.C. in Dublin at ‘Croke Park
last season. “My fawvourites arve
David Hickey, Brian Mullins and
Brendan Kelly in football and
Tony Doran is great in hurling.”

Gerard Gormley, 16 Ardmore
Road, Derryadd, Lurgan, Co, Ar-
magh is 9 years old and favours
Wexford hurlers John Quigley
in particular. His local club 1is
Sarsfields, ‘“‘Conor McGowan takes
us for hurling on Saturdays and
he plays hurling and foothall for
Armagh. I was at the All-Ireland
S.H. final this year and enjoyed
it. Sarsfields won the Armagh
SIF.C. title this year for the first
time.”

@ Fdilte 10 Junior Desk, Gerald.
It's nice to have one of the county
team like Conor McGowan to coach
you on Saturdays. (J.M.)

Mark Sweeney, 71 Valley Park
Road, Finglas South, Dublin 11
who also writes for the first time,
likes Tony Hanahoe, Jimmy
Deenihan, Pat (Spillane, Denis
Moran, Noel Skehan, Liam
O’Brien and Ray Cummins. Mark
wants a pen-friend in Kerry be-
tween the age of 10 ang 13.

@ What about our Sneem fans
and other Kerry readers? Note
Mark's address. (J.M.)

Paul Maher, Clashagad, Dun-
kerrin, Birr, Co. Offaly loved the
All-Ireland S.F. final. He 1s full
of praise for Tipp’'s Philip Fan-
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ning and <Clare’s Colm Honan.
Paul’s brother Brian who is 9
years old wants a (Cut-out of
Brian Mulling or Denis Coughlan.

Gerry Pender, Ballymorrig Up-
per, Aughrim, Arklow, Co. Wick-
low regardg this year’s. hurling
final as the best he has seen. His
stars were Pat Moylan, Denis
Coughlan, Mick Jacob and Tony
Doran. His footbhall final star was
Kevin Moran,

@ It was a classic. (J.M.)

J. J. Ryan, Top Cross, Lisgoold,
Leamilara, Co, Cork another first
timer to Junior Desk thinks the
hurling final was the best game
ever.

@® Yourself and Gerry Pender
have something in common. (J.M.)

Martin Hayes, Belyellv, Cobh,
Co. Cork thinks Ray Cumming is
great. “He deserves to be cap-
tain of Cork’s hurlers.”

@ He doesn’'t play for the Glen!
(J.M.)

John O’Donovan, Ballyfreen,
Oola, Co. Limerick loves Jumior
Desk and finds the letterg wery
interesting, He feels the Cut-outs
should be autographed and wants
a ‘Cut-out of Mick Carty of Wex-
ford.

@® J/ohn O’'Donovan is an old
friend of Junior Desk. Your ideq is
good, John, (J.M.)

Stephen Quinn, Gort, Co. Gal-
way is full of praise for Terry
Leary, (Christy Ring, the late
Nicky Rackard and Kevin Heffer-
nan.

G. J. O’Connell, 41 Berkeley
Road, Hillingdon, Middlesex, Eng.
land complains that he wrote to

the Cork (Co. Board and enclosed

a cheque for a £1 for “A Man and
a Stadium.” Tn September he
wrote again and has received no
reply.

@ This is certainly not the usual
Cork efficiency. (I.M.)

Cathal 6 Torna, 72 Claremont
Court, Glasnevin, Dublin 11, is
12 years old and plays for Na
Fianna U-14. Hig favourite 1is
Kevin Moran “who has an attack-
ing streak in him like Ger
Power.” He wants a Cut-out of

@®OVERLEAF
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Bobby Doyle,

Muredach Noone, Corrimbla,
Ballina, Co., Mayo loves J unior
Desk. “In 1951 Mayo last won the
All-Ireland S.F.C. and the foot.
ball they won it with is in our
school. Fr. Peter Quinn, one of
the Mayo players, presented it to
the school. (He is a past pupil of
the school).”

@ [sn't that a lovely idea for a
past-pupil fo present the All-Ireland

Il to h
ed an

G. AR
entry, Warks was at the Dublin v
Cork S.F.L. game in Croke Park
and likeq it. He missed the foot-
ba] final for the first time since
1945,

® That's some record. (J.M.)

Christopher  Callaghan, 44

‘Stockshill Road, Ashly,  Scun-

thorpe, South Humberside, D.N.
~L. G., England wants as much
information about Gaelic football

‘BELLEEK®

An enduring heritage

ENQUIRIES TO:

The Belleek P ottery Ltd.,
Belleek, Co. F ermanagh.
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—~—a§ possible, He is anxious to learn
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about the game and Galway ig
hig favourite team.

@ I/ any Junior Desk fan has
any books to spare about Gaelic
football, please write to Chris-
topher, (J.M.)

One of the Bonner family of
Derryhenny, Doochary, Lifford,
Co. Donegal who forgot to give
hisg Christian name is full of
praise for Kevin Moran

Desmong Brennan, 62 Lyndon
Read, Olton, Solibull, Warwick.
shire is very anxious to compile
G.A.A, statistics and hag bought
all the G.A.A. books he can lay
hands on. He was at the football
final and visited the G.A.A Shop.
He wants a copy of the Ulster
final programmeg this year,

® Programme collectors please
note Desmond's address. (J.M.)

Gerald Traynor, 983 Francis
Street, Edenderry, Co, Offaly is
Proud of the fact that Edenderry
won its first Offaly J.F.C. in 43
years and its first title since the
minor team won in 1964

Liam and J. J, Ryan, Top Cross,
Lisgoold, Leamlara, Co, Cork
have written a fine account of g
loca] game between Ballincurrige]
and Templenacarraige which end.
ed in a draw. The game wag
played in Lisgoold,

Patrick Byrne, Spynans, Kil-
tegan, Co. Wicklow is stil] criti-
cal of R.T.E.’s coverage of Gaelice
games, He wants films of old
sames and a G.A.A, Match of the
Day every week.

My thankg to Gerry Pender for
sending on the Wicklow Co. final
Programme and to Paddy Flana-
gan for the superb Westmeath
programme. John Clarke of Tulla-
more has sent on the Offaly pro.-
srammes and they are very good
too. Mick O’Dwyer of Kerry sent
me on the wvery wel] produced
programme of the South Kerry
fina] between Waterville and
Valenitia,

I must close. A happy New
Year to you alj and I hope 1977
Is a great G.A.A. year., Write
about anything to

JUNIOR DESK,
GAELIC SPCRT,
80 Upper Drumcendra Roa d,
Dublin 9.

Published by “Gaelic Sport”. Printed by Cityview Press Ltd. 32

Portland Place, N.C.R., Dublin 1.
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Noel
0'Dwyer
(Tipperary)

Age: 27

Height: 5 ft. 11 ins.

Weight: 13 st.

Club: Borrisoleigh

Position: Centre
Half Back

Senior Inter-
County Debut:
1968.

CAREER
HIGHLIGHTS

Noel, who is a very ¥.
versatile hurler, was
at centre half for- ¥
ward when Tipperary
last won the All-Ire- ¥~
land senior title in
1971, and collected ‘*‘
Railway Cup medals ¥
as a forward in 1969
and 1970, ¥
A former county |
minor, he helped ¥
Tipperary to their
All-Ireland under-21 ¥
championship win of
1967, and was called ¥
up to the county
senior team in a ¥
challenge game ¥
against New York
at Birr late in 1968. ¥_
Last March, Noel,
who has played in ¥
every forward' poOsi-
tion, as well ag mid- ¥
field and in the half
back and full back ¥
lines with Tipperary,
won a third Railway ‘¥
Cup medal — but ¥
on that cccasion ag
centre half, ¥
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Athy
Carlow Road
Phone: (0507) 21176.

Ballina
Bachelors Walk

Phone: Ballina816 817

Carrick-on-Shannon

Cortober
Phone: Ck-on-Sh,321/2

Castleblaney
Muckno Street
Phone: C'Blaney 101

Cavan
Dublin Road
Phone: Cav. (049) 31448

Clonmel
Thomas Street
Phone: (052) 22433

Cork
18 Mary Street

Phone: (021) 21941

Dundalk

Quay Street
Phone: (042) 2324/5/6

Finglas
North Road
Phone: 343222

>

Galway
Fr. Griffin Road
Phone: (091) 65128

Kilkenny

Carlow Road

Phone: (056) 22402/
22140/22428

Letterkenny
Port Road
Phone: Letterkenny 60
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Limerick
St. Nessan's, Dooradoyle
Phone: (061) 40011

Long Mile Road
Dublin12
Phone: 508227

Loughrea
Bride Street
Phone: Loughrea 352
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Midleton
Cork Street
Phone: (021) 63219

Portlaoise
2 Coote Street
Phone: (052) 21776/7

Roscrea
Birr Road
Phone: Roscrea 401,
445, 446.

Tralee
Blennerville Road
Phone: (066) 22944

Thurles
Stradavoher

Phone: Thurles 860

Tullamore

F.J. Hurst Ltd.

O'Moore Street

Phone: (0606) 21207/21015

Waterford

84 The Quay

Phone: (051) 5168/
32472

Wexford
Ferrybank
Phone (053) 22761
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The company that put
Jower cost insurance on the map!

PMPA Insurance Co.Ltd.

(100% Irish Company)
Wolfe Tone House, 39 Wolfe Tone Street, Dublin 1,

Tel. 01-786044 (40 lines) Telex 4852.
Branches throughout Ireland.

Private and Commercial
Vehicle policies giving Double
‘No Claims’ discount.




