ISHED MONTHLY

il

s
.
+
: I.Nl
£
<
c i
=«
.y
i
P
g
(&)
—
-
el
g
O
Z
(=]
<
e
o
W

IRELAND
FEBRUARY, 1977

TEXACO

(TAX INCLUDED)

THIRTY PENCE

STARS

TONY DORAN

JIMMY KEAVENEY




Electricity

IS a cheap
way o

ear water

An electric dual immersion heater heats 100
gallons of water for less than 73 p. Enough for
4 baths, 3 family loads of laundry and all the
washing-up for 3 days for a family of 4.

How much doyou need?

With an electric dual immersion heater
you heat only the amount of water you
need at one time, whether it's 5 gallons
~h s or a full cylinder — and the heat is con-
fined to the cylinder only.

Remember — An electric dual immersion heater and lagging

jalcke}: arf;f designed specifically for heating water
cleanly, e iciently, economically and it's so easy to <
Install. Ask at your electrical dealer or ESB shop for ESB

details.
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The company that put

Midleton
Cork Street
Phone: (021) 63219

Portlaoise

2 Coote Street
Phone: (052) 21776/7

Roscrea
Birr Road
Phone: Roscrea 401,
445, 446,
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Phone: (066) 22944
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Stradavoher
Phone: Thurles 860

Tullamore

F.J. Hurst Ltd.

Q'Moore Street

Phone: (0506) 21207/21015

Waterford

84 The Quay
Phone: (051) 5168/
32472

Wexford
Ferrybank
Phone (053) 22761

lower cost insurance on the map!

Private and Commercial
Vehicle policies giving Double
‘No Claims' discount.

PMPA Insurance Go.Ltd.

(100% Irish Company)
Wolfe Tone House, 39 Wolfe Tone Street, Dublin 1.

Tel. 01-786044 (40 lines) Telex 4852,
Branches throughout Ireland.
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EDITORIAL COMMENT

IT is becoming more and more fashionable at this time of year to
call for the scrapping of the Railway Cup competitions. And, the
old arguments are trotted out as well with monotonous regularity—
falling attendances, a lack of interest among the players, and the
over-crowded fixtures’ list.

It is surely time that this negative outlook was replaced by a
much more positive approach.

Granted, attendances have slumped alarmingly from the golden

days of crowds of 30,000-plus at the finals. It is too easy, though,
to argue that this is a valid reason for scrapping the competitions.
" One must bear in mind that in recent years colourful parades
have become attractive features of the St. Patrick’s Day scene in
many cities and towns throughout the country. And, the local parade
is a compelling reason nowadays for the family man to remain at
home with the children instead of journeying to Dublin for the inter-
provincial games — especially with the finals televised live.

Then, television coverage had also ensured that the deciders,
despite the fall-off in attendances, are being brought to a wider public
than ever.

It is hardly fair, either, to the players 1o say that they have lost
interest in the Railway Cup tests. Many, in fact, are on record as
saying that they favour the continuation of the series,

Moreover, the fact that provincial teams have been putting in
special training sessions in recent times 1s hardly an indication that
the footballers and hurlers are not prepared to make the effort.

Another reason why we favour the positive approach is that the
Railway Cup games provide players in the weaker counties with their
only genuine opportunity of winning a national medal.

l.ast year we had a number of innovations on finals day, including
step dancing, instrumental music and an athletic event. All very

praiseworthy, no doubt, but we still much prefer to see the emphasis
exclusively on the games.

In this regard, an interesting point was made by Dr. Donal
Keenan, the immediate past President of the G.A.A., in a recent chat
with GAELIC SPORT features writer Owen McCann. It was to the
effect that it might prove worthwhile to avail of the Railway Cup to
try out experimental playing rules under actual match conditions.

We see plenty of merit in such a move. It could enhance the
spectator appeal of the Railway Cup tests, and lead to beneficial
results for football and hurling as well in the long term.

At any rate, now that the Railway Cup games have survived
fifty years — next month’s games are the Golden Jubilee finals —
let’s try and give them a new lease of life. Scrapping the tests would

be the easy way out.

COVER PHOTO

ON our front cover, this month, we spotlight the Texaco Award winners,

for hurling and football, of 1976 — Tony Doran (Wexford) and
Jimmy Keaveney (Dublin). On pages 29 and 31, in this issue, Owen
MecCann takes a closer look at the careers of these two outstanding marks-
men, who by their consistently wholehearted endeavours have not only
brought honour and glory to their native counties but, also, have set a
shining example to all the youth of our country.
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THEY say that when you listen

in to a conversation you
never hear a good word about
yourselt. I have evidence which
denies part of that old saw, and
verifies the rest of it.

I was sitting in a public house
in Castlebar  one night a few
weeks ago, being in those parts
to pay a visit to distant relatives
and offer them the compliments
of the New Year, and hoping at
the same time that I might not
go back to Dublin empty-handed,
though dear knows it’s not easy
to travel by train with four or
five stone of spuds, a few heads
of cabbage and a dozen or two of
eggs.

Anyway, as T was saying, I was
sitting in this pub and it being
next door to deserted, thanks to
the man Frank Hall calls Richie
Ruin, I couldn’t help picking up
snatches of conversation which
floated down the counter from g
wee snug at the end of the bar.

“He’s nothing but a crank and
a cribber with nothing favourable
to say about anywan or anything”
one volce said.

A second voice replied: “All I
can say 1s I never miss buying
GAELIC SPORT to read him be-
cause he’s not afraid to speak his
mind and show up things others
are too bloody cowardly to show
up. More like him we need and
we’d have better games and bet-
ter people running them. Did you
see that bit he wrote about . . .”
~ “l saw everything he wrote”
said the first voice, “and it made
me puke. All he’s out for is slag-
gin’ and knockin’ and sensation.”

“Why do you read him so?” the
second voice queried.

“Because,” the other said, “Hi,
Matt, give us two pints here. Be-
cause I'm a glutton for punish-
ment, that’s why so. And the
worst of it all is the way he goes
on about himself. ‘T told you so,
I was right again and all the
others were wrong. Mr. Croak is
the Greatest.” Mr. Croak me ass.”

&

I HELD my peace, of course, as
any sensible man should do in a
strange town. It was nice to know
I had one fan but the exchange
of opinions set me thinking. 1T
decided to write a complimentary
letter to the officials of the G.A.A.
This is the text of it.

Dear Officials, — I hope you
are all keeping well as this leaves
me. I want to say how much I
admire you all and to tell you
how delighted I am that the asso-
ciation continues on the up and
up, going from strength to
strength.

Football was never better in
all the provinces. The rules of the
game are perfect, and for that
you must take a well-deserved
bow. The standard of refereeing
all around the country was never
at a higher level and I hear
players and fans everywhere
praising the way the perfect rules
are perfectly interpreted.

It just shows that it pays to re-
cruit, instruct and train referees
in a professional way. They have
done a great job stamping out
persistent personal fouling, thanks
to the firm way they’'ve applied
that grand rule you brought in a
couple of years ago.

It is a great pleasure also to
note how you've struck at those

4

saw the light

Pub talk and

how I

miscreants who use bad language
on the field. If I've one teeny
fault to find with you on this
score it’s that you’re a bit soft
with foolish mercy and under-
standing. You should have booted
the hoboes out for life, instead of
suspending them for a few
months.

Do you remember those regu-
lations you brought out a while
back, the ones about punctual
starting of matches, proper attire
of players, properiy prepared
pitches and the printing of pro-
grammes? Well, they’re going
great guns. I now hear of games
that are starting so punctually
they’re getting under way a quar-
ter of an hour and more before
the advertised time. I'm told this
is to give referees a better chance
to detect bad language before the
followers of the teams come In
and make noise.

Is it true that referees are do-
ing a course in lip-reading?

Speaking of programmes, I
want to say that you’re much too
generous at most grounds. With
my own eyes I've seen four-page
“programmes” selling for only
15p. At that price you’re quite
right to have so many of the
players’ names misspelt.

I can’t say enough in praise of
the way you plan your fixtures.
It was a stroke of genius to get
the National Football League
practically finished before Christ-
mas, so that all the teams knock-
ed out would have a good, long
rest and plenty of time to think
about their first (and in many
cases only) outing in the cham-
pionships next summer.

You are doing the right thing,




too, with the club championships.
Those competitions are a dead
loss and deserve no better treat-
ment thdan they are getting. It's a
pity the weather and pitches
aren’t worse at the time you play
them.

Oh, and by the way. Don’t for-
get to put on some more dancing
and singing and running before
the ‘Railway Cup finals on St.
Patrick’s Day. It was a roaring
success last year; knocked the
games completely into the shade.
In fact, you could scrub the games
altogether. A couple of hours of
the kind of sprinting we saw in
76 would bring forty thousand
crowds back to Croke Park in no
time.

There is a lot more I want to
say, but I don’t wish to take up
your time. Before I close, how-
ever, I want to ask one favour. 1If
vou see any of the Carrolls All-
Stars selectors will you convey to
them hearty congratulations from
me? I know I mentioned their
marvellous work in GAELIC - o
SPORT a couple of months back, T e e
but one can’t say enough in praise P R e,
of the teams they picked for 1976.

Yours truly,
Andrew Bartley Croak.
P.S. — Maybe you’d also tell the
readers of GAELIC SPORT that 1

got the spuds and other stuff from
the relatives in Mayo.

@® GERALD McCARTHY (Cork), suspended for three months for using
“bad fanguage”.

CROAKETTES-

JUNE — Ten players will be

T this time of the year I

like to look ahead and
make a few predictions. 0Old
Moore (of the Almanac) was
my great-grand-uncle on the
mother’s side.

MARCH — The papers will
be full of stupid comments
about the imminent demise of
the Railway Cups and many
suggestions will be made to
cure the disease that is threat-
ening to kill. 12,468 people will
attend the finals on St. Pat-
rick's Day, and next day the
Dublin evening papers will
come out with proposals for
alternative fixtures (all flogged
to death many times before).

WW‘WWW”HW

APRIL — Angry storms will
erupt about the inadequate
pocket-money being given to
All-Star players for the Ameri-
can tour, G.A.A. officials will
comment that the players have
a cheek to protest—they should
feel proud to be travelling and
spending their own money.

MAY — Journalists from all
the Dublin papers and R.T.E.
will tour with the teams and
tell us how important the
games are, while some jour-
nalists back home (dogs bark-
ing in the manger) will run
down the tour and point up
how the loss of playing dates
cripple competitions in Ireland.

9
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suspended for saying “Hell,
ref., that’s a damn bad de-
cision.”

SEPTEMEBER — Dublin will
not retain the All-Ireland foot-
ball erown — if they get so
far at all.

NOVEMBER — The selectors
will make another botch of

the Carrolls All-Stars teams.

DECEMBER — A provincial
club final will be played on
Christmas Day and the Acti-
vities Committee will arrange
14 National League play-offs
in Division 2 (d) North-North-
West for the following Sunday.
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ahead

for Clare

Rough road

' _______.BY MICK DUNNE (RTE Sport)

N‘D doubt Clare hurlers enjoy-
ed a very happy Christmas
with full points from their five
games before the National League
closed down. As they get ready
to play again in the Kknock-out
stage of the competition more
than just their own supporters
are wondering if they can make
it a prosperous New Year.

It’s a very relevant thought
just now as we are about to enter
the more testing and exacting,
and certainly more exciting, sec-
tion of the League. Before the
season resumed on January 30
Clare were in a much healthier
position on the points table than
they had been a year previously.
Then, you may remember, they
restarted the League with only
five points from five matches —
two wins, a draw, two defeats —
vet they wound up as League
finalists last May. In truth, they
would have become the League
champions but for Matt Ruth’s
very late point which gave Kil-
kenny a replay.

Now they have twice as many
points. Consequently it’s fair to
say they are closer to the big

break-through than at any time
in the recent past. All that re-
mains is that they maintain their
pre-Christmas invincibility and
we would be rejoicing over the
first county to surmount the
hurdle of repeated disappoint-
ments since we acclaimed Lime-

o "
o & I 1 -

® Enda O’C{Jﬂnm‘, Iare’gs ::enrr huff forward, seen here Imdin

rick as new League champions in
1971. But, of course, the question
must be asked: can they continue
the splendid form that left them
unbeaten in the first half of the
competition?

In hurling, unlike football, the
power and strength is restricted
to very few counties; the serious
challengers for the major hon-
ours can be counted on the one
hand in latter times. For far too
long — and much longer than is
good for the game of hurling not
to mention the county’s own
morale — Clare promised a lot
more than they achieved. Too
often they have flattered and then
deceived those of us who de-
voutly wish to see the power-
base spread wider in hurling.

But if we neutrals have been
frequently disappointed by Clare
just think of the effect a succes-
sion of set-backs must have had
on their own people. It’s not as if
they had been so weak in modern
times that their supporters might
become resigned to what could
appear as a destiny of defeat;
tantalisingly their teams have

@ TO PAGE 9

a4 Munster attack during the 1975 Railway Cup series.
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® FROM PAGE 7
come far enough to raise hopes
again and again just to have them
shattered in a torrent of failure
once IMmore.

Over the past decade Clare
were bracketed with Limerick in
hurling and Kildare, Mayo and
Derry in football for promising
more than they accomplished. In
that period Limerick won the
All-Ireland championship (1973)
and a National League, Mayo
were Connacht champions in 69
and League winners the following
year and Derry took the last two
Ulster titles.

Clare, however, are without a
triumph of any Kkind since 1954
when they won the Oireachtas

set on is the All-Ireland cham-
pionship, the winning of which is
the highest ambition of every
player in Gaelic games.

By now Clare are mature
enough, and realistic enough, to
realise that things will get more
and more difficult as the year
progresses. They have shown
themselves a team who can play
most effective hurling in the win-
ter, but are less efficient when
the improving weather brings a
firmer sod to our pitches. °

In the first half of the League
their attack has been strengthened
by the return of Timmy Ryan, who
had been injured, and the placing
of young Enda O’Connor at centre
half-forward. Jimmy McNamara

‘Clare are mature enough,

and realistic enough,
to realise that things
will get more difficult

as the year progresses’

competition. It’s even further
back since they captured one of
the major titles: their only Na-
tional League success was in 1946,
their last Munster championship
in ’32 and their only All-Ireland
title in 1914. So a success in 1977
would not be before its time . . .
and most assuredly would not be
begrudged them.,

To start with they would, I am
sure, be completely satisfied if
they won the National League in
May. Not only to get the Jlong-
sought break-through, but to com-
pensate for the galling experience
of last year’s replayed final. I am
evenn more certain the ultimate
objective they have their hearts

will have completely recovered
from injury by now and with
players like Tom Crowe and Con
Woods in the substitutes along
with some younger newcomers,
the team has a better back-up
than in latter years.

Gus Lohan’s form with New-
market-on-Fergus in the Munster
club championship earned him a
place back on the county side
and at centre half-back he did an
efficient job in the matches be-
fore Christmas But his continued
effectiveness as a centre-half
must be suspect in the weeks and
months to come as he meets
younger opponents on less yield-
ing pitches. Gus has served Clare

well, but it will be recalled that
two years ago they had moved
him out of centre half-back to
play him as full-forward in the
championship.

One thing is certain about
1977, it Clare do succeed in win-
ning the All-Ireland champion-
ship it will be the most difficult
championship ever won. The draw
has decreed that they would have
the most strenuous passage,
strewn with the most intimidat-
ing obstacles, to the crown.

Assuming that they won the
title this is the campaign they
would have come through to get
the McCarthy Cup: Tipperary on
June 5, Limerick on June 26, Cork
(or Waterford or Kerry) in the
Munster final on July 10, most
likely Galway in the All-Ireland
semi-final on August 7 and then
Wexford or Kilkenny (unless
there are sensations in Leinster)
in the final on September 4.

If we take it that Cork will be
in the Munster final and Wexford
again in the All-Ireland final
Clare must beat counties that
have a total of 57 All-Ireland
titles betwen them, but if Kil-
kenny happened to be the Lein-
ster champions the total increases
to 72. It means that on the way
to the crown Clare must over-
come all but one (the losers of
a Kilkenny-Wexford  Leinster
final) of the top hurling counties
of the present era.

The last county that accom-
plished an All-Ireland triumph
like this was Waterford in 1939
when they beat Galway (one All-
Ireland), Tipperary (17 at that
time). Cork (19) and Kilkenny
(14). But Waterford did not have
to play Limerick as Clare would
do if they beat Tipperary in the
first round of the championship.

So it’s an exceedingly rough
road ahead for Clare.

-

GAELIC SPORT-THE MAGAZINE THE PLAYERS READ
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MY HOPES FOR

THE YEAR AHEAD

By Dan McAreavy

HAT developments do you believe could contribute most towards

improving the GAA scene for players and supporters in 19777
Along what lines should our legislators be thinking in the new year
which now lies ahead?

These are the questions which
I set myself over the holiday
period and after a good deal of
permutating I make the following
suggestions as the nucleus of a

new

deal which I personally,

would like to see realised.

(1)

(2)

(3)

That the new hurling officer
for Ulster be granted rea-
sonable access to primary
and secondary schools with
particular  emphasis on
liaison with the physical
education teachers at secon-
dary level, thus ensuring
the promotion of the game
where it matters most.

That the All-Ireland Hur-
ling Final this year may
include Clare; for one thing
the Banner County richly
deserves such an ‘honour
and secondly the continuing
stranglehold by the Cork,
Tipperary, Kilkenny and
Wexford powerhouses is
not conducive to the game’s
revival.

That the Ulster Council may
appoint someone of the
calibre of Jim McKeever or
Sean O’Neill as a roving
coach to do for football

(4)

(95)

(6)

(7)

what Seamus McGrattan 1s
about to do for hurling. The
first priority should be to
force clubs to look more
seriously at underage com-
petitions. In the past too
much has been left to the
schools with the skills de-
veloped there neglected
afterwards.

That the Ulster Council look
at the social developments
in the clubs. The province
leads in social development
but has there been a cor-
responding fall-off in play-
ing standards?

That the Official Guide be

thoroughly revised and not

just as far as the playing
rules are concerned.

That the overall revision of
the Official Guide should
ensure that the playing rules
are closely scrutinised and
obvious tidving up carried

out, for example, is anyone

quite sure at the moment
what constitutes a handpass?

That the powers of the Acti-
vities Committee be ex-
amined preferably through
a definitive motion to Con-

11

(8)

(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

TR
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® Dan McAreavy

gress.

That the National League
set-up be revised and that
the open draw be again
looked at by Congress.

That the Association has a
care for the paying cus-
tomers especially at county
grounds.

That the Association — like
so many other codes —
produce a proper year book.
With the greatest respect
Our Games Annual hardly
fills this void.

That our referees continue
their battle at county, pro-
vincial and national level to
bring uniformity to all as-
pects of their role.

That the media — press,
radio and television — ac-
cepts its responsibility to-
wards the Association as the
organisation with the great-
est playing strength and
support in the country. On
this point press officers
should remember their re-
sponsibility in feeding in-
formation into the media.

And finally, my greatest
hope of all of course is that
at least some of the topics
mentioned above may be
considered by the appropri-
ate authorities.
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~GROWING PROBLEM IN ULSTER

Players must

L. MEMURRAY secretary of
the Antrim Co. Board has
called on players within his
county to make a choice between
gsoccer and Gaelic games.

The utterance by this respected
official highlights a growing
problem in Ulster, where the in-
stances of ‘dual’ players 0s
mounting by the week,

McMurray believes that play-
ers should give their allegiance
to one sport, and one sport only.
“It’s impossible for players to do
justice to themselves or their
teams in two games on the same
week-end.”

He adds that in rural areas in
Ulster, rugby has made inroads
into G.A.A. strongholds and
many players are doubling up
with games of rugby and foot-
ball on the week-ends.

“There’s no doubt in my mind
that such activity is affecting the
standard of Gaelic football in the
province. No player can produce
an optimum performance twenty
four hours after what might have
been a hard soccer Or Tughy
game.”

Dan McCartan, who admits to
having played soccer, rughy and
Gaelic, all during the one week,
miany times in his youth, has this
to say on the subject “We in
Down have made it known that
we will take stern action against
any Dlayer who plays a SocCer
game on the day before turning
out for the county team.

«“We don’t mind a lad playing
soccer on any week-end in which
he is not required by the county

make a choice

By
JOHN O'SHEA
(Evening Press)

“Most believe that two games
on the same week-end are not on.
Yet, I feel a lot depends on the
fitness of the player concerned.
Some can take it in their stride:
others are incapable of produc-
ing their best form if they have
been in action on the Dprevious
day.

“If I was to be absolutely
truthfu] about the situation In
Ulster, I woulg have to say that
In some counties we suffer from
a lack of talent. And it’s for this
reason, more than any other, that
we are not making an impres-
sion.”

Brian McEniff, the much ex-
perienced Donegal player mana-
ger believes it is “‘very difficult”
to combine soccer and Gaelic
football. “In soccer players often
tend to wait for the ball: in Gael-
ic one is always running out to
it. A vlayer would find it difficult
to distinguish himself at Gaelic
if he was also heavily involved
in socCcer.

“Aleo CGaelic football has be-
come a very fast game. Players
have to be fit, and perhaps more
important, fresh to give of their
hest. Would a player be fresh,
after a soccer game the previous
afternoon? I hardly think so.

“T think there is merit in all
games, and I would never insist
that a footballer choose O0N€
rather than the other. However
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I would advise players to make
a firm decision on a particular
game and concentrate on that
one.

“1 don’t think it’s possible for
a footballer to reach the top at
both soccer and Gaelic football.

Gerry McElhinney, a player
who has successfully mixed
soccer and Gaelic football, be-
lieves that if the player is “fit
enough”, he can participate in
both sports with some degree of
competence.

“you learn to pace yourself,
when you know you have two
games at the week end.

«Naturally if you have a hard
one on Saturday, it will take
something from your perform-
ance on the following day.

«But I don’t believe it's a sig-
nificant factor in the fall in our
standard in Ulster.”

Frank Muldoon, Donegal offi-
cial, says the problem of the dual
player does not arise in his county.
“The players in Donegal who play
Gaelic don’t appear to be interest-

ed in soccer.
I would think that the problem

is found only in the big centres

such as Belfast.

«The troubles, T would suggest,
is the main reason why an Ulster
team is not at present top of the

pile.”

Frankie McAtavey; reporting
from Monaghan has a similar tale
to relate. “We don’t have those
type of players in the county. Our
lads stick to Gaelic football. Per-
haps a bit of soccer 0nl the side
would not harm some of them.”
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AEB'OUT two and a half years

ago a tall slim elderly man
turned to his wife and said “I’ll
go for a stroll, and on my way
back I'll call in Tom Cassidy’s
and look at the All-Ireland high-
lights on the television. It will be
nice and quiet there to-night.” The
front door closed and Mick, one
of the deadliest kickers in the
game forty years ago strode off
into the night. Later he sat in
Cassidy’s quiet lounge, glass in
hand intently watching the screen.
Liam Sammon was taking that
famous penalty which Paddy Cul-
len stopped.

The programme over, Mick
drained his glass, settled on the
hat and rose quietly. The man
from the end of the bar, the only
other person there walked over.

“Excuse me,” says he. “Sorry
to butt in, but are you Mick
Maguire, the footballer?”

Pleased at being recognised
after so long and by a man with
a “foreign” accent also, Mick
straightened up.

“That’s right,” he said, “I am.”

“Well,” says your man, “I'm
delighted to meet you at last. To
my dyin’ day I'll never forget the
penalty you missed down in
Clones in ’35.” Names and dates
are changed; the yarn is true.

+ + o+

Paddy Leahy of Boherlahan was
one of four great hurling brothers
all of whom lived the word ‘Tip-
perary’. Paddy, with hat at a
jaunty angle over his eye, was
for years guide, philosopher and
tactician to the men of Tipperary
and was recognised among the
selectors of other counties as g
man to respect and worry about.
He used say to us all, when we
pretended to be sad at a Tipp
defeat, “Never mind. When Tipp
goes down it's a great day for
the Association for the winners
can blow their coal about it.”

One day in Croke Park the
crowd roared and the sliothar was

Stories true

and

nearly true

BY EAMONN YOUNG

thrown in. Paddy Leahy sat by
his friend, Archbishop Thomas
Morris over on the stand. It was
Tipp and Wexford and the Muns-
ter chaps who had won it two
years before were better now.
They started well and surely the
Tony Wall-led bunch with Theo
English, Liam Devaney, Jimmy
Doyle, Doney Nealon and the
others entitled Paddy Leahy to
hope for a good day.

But as the second half wore on
Nick O’Donnell’s men, Willie
Rackard, Tim Flood, Padge Kehoe,
Ned Wheeler and the rest relent-
lessly screwed down the lid on
Tipperary hopes and when the
whistle blew the score was 2-15
to 0-11. After the usual manly
congratulations Paddy Leahy and
his friend, patron of the G.A.A.,
stepped down from the stand and
made their way sadly, silently,
across the field to the Tipp dress-
ing room leaving in their rear
the hilarity of Wexford's joy. A
Tipp man rushed up to Paddy
with tears in his eyes.

“Oh God, Paddy, ’twas awful,”
he moaned. “Not at all,” says
Paddy. ““Twas a great day for
the Association.”” On they went,
the two silent heart-sore men.
Another man grabbed Paddy by
the hand. “Ah, what about it?”
says Paddy. ““Twas a great day
for the Association.” Nearer they
came and nearer, to the haven of
refuge which was the tunnel to
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the Tipp dressing room. As they
had almost escaped a man rushed
up to Paddy, threw an arm around
the shoulder of old warrior,
“What harm, Paddy,” said he.
““Twas a great day for the Asso-
ciation.” Mute for once, Paddy
returned the handclasp, moved
on, paused for a moment, raised
his eyes to heaven and whispered
through set teeth. “Sweet Jesus,
look down on us in our agony!”
+ + +

Hugh O'Reilly, who passed away
not so long ago was a great
trainer of Cavan teams. They
trained hard and they analysed
scientifically the merits of the
opposition. For this final they
were more diligent than ever in
their discussions. Each man was
expected to contribute and it was
expected that a complete dossier
would be prepared on each of
the opponents. Under the O'Reilly
chairmanship the examination
started on this, the last night of
training. “Right,” says Hugh,
“now what about the goalie?” and
in five minutes there was more
said about the man’s abilities and
failings than he knew himself.
And so they went on steadily,
carefully, relentlessly, until they
had moved out the field a bit.

“Next man,” says O’Reilly, “is
‘Jimmy Duggan’ (let’'s call him
that).” The wvoice spoke up “Ah
don’t worry about him. My aul’
grandmother would mark him.”
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In the silence you could hear a
spider spin. The speaker was the
man who would be marking
«jimmy Duggan.” Well what could
they do only carry on. “Next
man,” says O’Reilly, "Tommy Joe
Gilmore’ . . .7 and they finished
the job. On the Sunday it was a
great game but Cavan after a
mighty hour went down. Need-
less to say hero of the hour was
the Western player I call ‘Jimmy
Duggan.” Sick at heart a great
Cavan player turned his back on
the rapture of the Hogan Stand
and plodded his weary via dolo-
rosa to the dressing-room, Sitting
inside with his head bowed was
‘1im Mac Donald’ (let’s say). Too
sick to utter a word the two sat
and almost wept. Next man in
was the man who had spoken the
famous night, the man who had
been marking Jimmy Duggan'.
Neither of the two passed a greet-
ing but after a moment ‘Jim Mac
Donald’ raised a face filled with
sorrow and anguish. “Begor, T
he said evenly. “Your grand-
mother must have been a great
bloody footballer.”
+ + 4+

Once there was a big burly man
playing for a junior club in Cork
city. He started with them at
eighteen and over the years
hurled on with fervour and dedi-
cation. The club won nothing and
Timmy Joe won nothing. But both
club and player hurled on.
Heavier a lot at thirty-five he
went in full forward for he had
a murderous pull on the ball
They scraped their way to the
city junior final. Here they had
no hope but four of the oppo-
nents went down with 'flu. “No-
thing trivial, I hope,” said one of
Timmy Joe’s selectors.

On the day the favourites
crashed and our men forged on
to play the best of the country
teams. In the final with blood-
pressure going up like a rocket
the no-hopers hurled well but the
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Rackard, Tim Flood, Padge Kehoe, Ned W heeler and thz rest,
‘erewed down the lid on Tipperary’ in the 1960 All-Ireland final
by 2-15 to 0-11.

rural side was good. Then just
before half time Timmy Joe went
on fire. He swung over a fast
point and a minute later drove
a few backs, ball and all, half
way through the net. In the
second half early on, he lashed
on a falling ball with hilarious
abandon and it took them minutes

to fish it out of the rigging. A few

minutes to go and he did a Tony
Doran to finish by palming it
over the bar. Before the crowd
had stopped cheering at this
levelling point the sliothar was
back in the country square and
a dozen men bumping one another
and swinging like fellas trying to
kill a rat, until Timmy Joe
whipped that ball through a
Forest of sticks to the back of the
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net. The city team that never
won anything went mad. In the
dressing-room after there were
tears of joy and there under the
lights sat the hero of the hour,
Timmy Joe (three goals and two
points) with rivulets of sweat
running down his high forehead
and a half-pumped tyre of fat
dripping over his knicks. Tear-
fully two of the followers em-
braced him “Good aul Timmy
Joe, the greatest man oOn the
field . . . Good on ye, Tim boy.
Glory.” Silently Raza, the chief
selector watched the delirium,
moved over quietly and touched
one of the men on the shoulder.
“«T.ave him alone, for God’s sake,”
he growled, “or he’ll go senior

on us.”







By JAY DRENNAN

Let’s halt the
armchair

theorists—now!

FOR more years than one cares to remember now there

seems to have been an unquestioned acceptance up and
down the country that as far as hurling and foothall, in parti-
cular, are concerned ‘‘More means Better”.

Each year that passes the rem-
edy for everything lacking in
quality or +the Improvement
thereof has beepn the suggestion
of more games, more competi-
tions, more championships, B
competitions, losers’ grouvs, and
ggodness knows what else, Al
this, incidentally, has been hap-
pening not alone at one level
but at both club and county lev-
els, and at the very same time
that the Higher Education Coun-
cil and the Inter-Firms Commit-
tees have been multiplying theilr
competitions and games by geo-
Tetric progression.

More means better is accepted
all along the line; not once have
we seen serious debate as 1o
whether or not the increase 1In
the mumber of available games
for a county or club would auto-
matically mean improved perfor-
mance and enhanced standards.
It has been taken for granted.

It must be admitted that when
all this began a good number of
years ago, one of the Drimary
considerations in the suggestion

of new competitions, leagues,
championships and grades was
the filling of a vacuum. For one
thing the Ban existed 1n those
times and interested clubs were
anxlous to provide more games
to keep their members occupied
so that they digd not stray be-
yond the boundaries during their
empity hours.

Even that was a practical
enough reason even if it was rath-
er shaveless In 1its Dreclse amns
beyond the general and some-
what 1gnoble one. Slowly the
want was filled partially; then
the view of things graduzlly
changed ang the filling of the
gap has long since lost its sig-
nificance.

In some wavs Hurling Plan
schemes may have bheen some-
what to blame in giving the
whole thing a gtart, when num-
erous special ang extraordinary
competitions were begun at 1in-
ter-county level for such as
weaker counties, and even those
with Igradations of weakness.
The success of all these varied
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schemes must be self-evident—
their main result having been to
devalue the currency of All-Ire-
land medals.

That was merely a structure,
not a remedy, It could -have been
used as a structure within which
to emvloy all the intensive work
which is the only pessible rem-
edy, Unhappily many of the arm-
chalr planners ang critics who
thought up the structures so cun-
ningly were surprised that they
dig not have an immediate and
magica] result — at least, those
of them who botheredq to look
over their shoulders at the re-
sults were surprised.

No doubt, they had turned
their “flow-chart” minds else-
where, planning, Dperhaps, how
the weaker football counties
could all be brought up to the
level of the strong ones by push-
ing of a computer button.

At least it is on this particular
line that the present raft of sug-
gestiong for more competition are
based, Clare were active in
seeking further competition for
the counties knockeg out of the
football league around Christ-
mas because they had not played
well enouch to stay in conten-
tion.

The question nobody wants (o
ask is why extra gameg would
improve the teams who had
failed to survive. Considering the
closely arranged groupings of

teams according to merit, there

is hardly so much between the
teams in any sectlon fo cause
any team to feel in desvair of
their chances of a qualifying
place. One would imagine, there-
fore, that the incentive 1s there
for their best efforts: manage-
able opposition, and the reward
of orogress and knock-cut com-
petition for stirring themselves.

If such incentive has not lifted
teams, or only lifted them a
little, what reason is there that
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@ FROM PAGE 17
they will make such marked pro-
gress in a combetition for such
as themselves who have been un-
able to raise their game.

However, the idea andg others

In a similar vein will have wide-
spread attenton at the Conven-
tions and will be a major sub-
ject at Congress, too. Louth, for
instance, have made a suggestion
that an inter-county competition

.. With our superb
range of Dubtex
Young Generation
suits, jackets, slacks.
Great cloth, great cut,

see for yourself. Aswe
said, we'll suit you

beautifully.
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take the place of the Railway
Cup, to be run on a home venue
basis unti] towards the close and
with the final on St. Patrick’s
Day,

One thing that should be re-
quired of any new suggestions
for commetitions is that there
should be a clear indication of
how it is to fit in. With the vre-
sent fixture chaos, that -could
only be done by indicating what
competition would be dqumped in
favour of the new one.

In this respect, Louth’s idea is
along the right lines: it says the
new competition should replace
the Railway Cup. But, it certain-
ly dioes stretch our imagination
to wonder how such a competi-
tion could be fitted into the place
of the Railway Cupg which after
all only take uv one other day
as wel] as March 17th.

What other purpose does it
serve? The League is still intact,
no doubt; and the All-Ireland
competition still stands? Will
someone then say what brecise
reason there is for guch a com-
petition, unless it is meant to
drain the last energies from the
players and drive all the club
officials into lunatic gsylums. But
it was suggested by a club so
there must be some reason for it.

Westmeath debated an All-Tre-
lang B competition on the same
basis of the Hurling B competi-
tion which has, indeed, been
something of a success. But, in
this case the counties would
have competed in the All-Ire-
land championship proper first. A
kind of losers competition, in
fact.

Unhappily, the same kind of
moition is on the cards at several
other Conventions, It all] looks
terribly much as though we have
been here before — the pattern
is so familiar that we are almost
fatalistically pencilling the new
style competition in our books
for next season, The impetug of
the armichair theorists seems to
be almost irresistible.
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TTENTION Please. The train
now standing on Platform
Number Five is the 14.10 Bally-
macphaidin train which will serve
stations You are no
doubt familiar with announce-
ments of this nature even though
you may not necessarily be bound
for Ballymacphaidin. I don’t go
to that spot too often myself but
[ have spent quite a lot of travel-
ling time on trains. There’s no-
thing wrong with that you might
well say and neither is there, but
it’s the catching of the train that
kills me. Now 1 know lots of
people who have to catch a train
every other day of the week and
it doesn’t knock a feather out of
them. I envy them but I'll never

be like them.

A fortnight ago two friends and
myself had to go to Cork and
we decided to travel by train. 1
was delegated the duty of find-
ing out the train times. I got a
time table and after fumbling
through several pages I found
the Cork trains. I got out my
red biro and put a fine circle
around the relevant informa-
tion. This I had done at least
4 week in advance. My unfortu-
nate suspicious nature however
compelled me to phone En-
quiries who did confirm the
written word.

You see deep down I don't trust
trains. I always think they're
there puffing nonchalantly
away while at the same time
plotting on how to sneak away

without me. What’s more they
did get away twice and left me
looking after them. To rub salt
into the wounds ’twas the last
train each time which meant
waiting over ’till the following
day. That’s not a pleasant ex-
perience and [’'m sure now you
can understand why I have an
anxiety complex for weeks in
advance of catching a train.

By city standards I live within
walking distance of the Station.
This walk takes half an hour
and ten minutes. I know that
because on a previous occasion
when the buses were on strike,
I went to the station on foot
and T timed myself. Now 1
didn’t sprint but I wasn’t dilly
dallying either. By the time I
reached the station 1 was com-
pletely exhausted. I resolved
there and then that I would not
walk that distance carrying an
awkward case ever again.
Funny too the short life span
of some resolutions. No doubt
some of you are by now finding
that out for yourselves.

I could get a taxi but I've no faith
at all in these fellows. What if
he didn’t turn up — I'd be left
sitting high and dry. Maybe
then if he did come he’d be
drunk and take me to the Air-
port instead of the station.
Even if he did intend taking
me to the station he may not
know the way. What if he kept
going around in circles and
ended up getting lost. No, I
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wouldn’t call a Taxi — 1 could
not live with all these dreadful
possibilities. My friend assures
me that she often takes a taxi
and never has had any such
experience. That’s fine for her
but she isn’t burdened with an
imagination like mine.

The bus was the only other op-
tion and I settled for that. Give
vourself plenty of time and you
can’t be caught out, I advised
myself. I packed my case the
night before. I always do — 1
forget fewer things that way.
There is of course the disadvan-
tage that clothes packed tightly
overnight into a small case are
likely to be very creased. How-
ever, I meet that situation by
compromise — I pack the case
but I don’t close it You can’t
win them all but sure if you
win half of them you’ll be do-
ing pretty well.

I got up early next morning even
though my train wasn’t going
till the afternoon. I had agreed
with my travelling companions
that T would meet them on the
train. They just asked me to
hold seats for them. I said I
would — mnot realising what
that involved. The morning
passed quickly, I did a little
tidyving around the place and
listened to the radio. Eventu-
ally the time came for me to
go. I gave myself a clear hour
to get to the station. The

® TO PAGE 21
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clouds overhead promised little
other than rain. I thought about
bringing my umbrella but by
the time I got down the stairs
it had become such a nuisance
that T was glad to hang it be-
hind the front door. My case
was awkward but it wasn’t
too heavy. I made my way to
the Bus Stop.

I stood and I stood. There was no

sign of a bus. Ten minutes pass-
ed, a quarter of an hour went
by and nothing happened.
There’s a big clock on the spire
of the church behind where I
was standing and I kept a regu-
lar eye on the working of the
hands. Time was moving on but
T wasn’t. I still had enough time
to walk but ’twas going to be
rough. T could move on to the
next stop which was all of
three hundred yards away.
What then if a bus came when
I was between two stops. Perish
the thought — I stood my
ground. At this stage the queue
was stretching well back. The
two women Iimmediately be-
hind me told each other that
there had been a lightning
strike that day week. Lightning
doesn’t strike twice in the same
place, I consoled myself and
still stood.

All kinds of ideas went through
my head. T could walk towards
the next stop and chance stick-
ing out my thumb. I didn’t par-
ticularly want to do that be-
cause ’twas most unfair to ex-
pect someone to stop amid the
flow of traffic. Still what about
it, I'd take a chance and half
stick out my thumb. I did and
lo and behold! a car pulled up
twenty yards in front of me. I
began to move quickly but a
woman with two children and
three bags of groceries beat me
to it. You see I always said it
— opportunities are never lost;
the other fellow takes those
you miss. I was left looking on.

Nothing for it but to continue on.

T kept walking and every now
and then I looked back over
my shoulder just to keep au
fait with what was happening
behind me. 1 was about fifty
yards from the next stop when
what did I see coming at great
speed but my bus. I knew I
wasn’t going to make it but I
also knew I couldn’t afford to
miss i1t. There was a young
fellow kicking a can along the
footpath. T went up to him. See
that bus, I said — would you
run on to the next stop, put
out your hand, stop it and tell
the driver I'm coming. He
looked at me as if I had six
heads. Then he gave the can
another kick and proceeded to
walk away. I'll give you two
bob I said. That worked. 1
handed him 10p and off with
him like a March Hare. As the
bus came towards me 1 tried
to communicate verbally and
non-verbally that I had sent the
boy ahead and that I was on
my way. Everyone in the street
got the message but the driver
kept looking straight ahead. In
my own best interests 1 step-
ped up my pace and hoped for
the best.

watched the young fellow stop
the bus and splutter out his
story. The conductor craned his
head around the door. He was
looking in my direction so I
waved and shouted ‘Wait,
Wait’. To give him his due he
waited. I ran onto the steps,
puffing and panting. Thanks
very much I said and was just
about to tell him what happen-
ed when he took my case and
said “Sit down.” 1 was just
about comfortable when 1
heard someone behind me say
“That’s typical, she couldn’t wait
at the stop like the rest of us
but she doesn’t mind delaying
everyone else now.” [ never
batted an eyelid — maybe that
comment was meant for some-
one else!
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I got to the station and believe

it or not 1 had fully ten minutes
to spare. I sidestepped my way
past bags, boxes and cases and
on up to the ticket desk with
me. There I was given my ticket
and designated a platform. The
train, long and large, was
standing waiting. I got in and
went through five carriages be-
fore finding three unoccupied
seats together. I deposited my
case on one, myself on another
and half hid the third. There
was great demand for them. I
kept smiling and succeeded 1n
holding on to them ’till one of
my friends arrived. She wasn'’t
a great help since she merely
deposited her case and off with
her to get a book for the jour-
ney. I warned her not to delay
but from previous experiences
I should have known better.
You see, when she goes into a
bookshop she forgets what day
it is. Now to give her credit she
did get to the station in good
time and her case at least was
sure of getting to Cork. But
where was she now? Time was
running out on her. There was
one minute to go when I took
a last look out the window.
She was strolling down along
the platform accompanied by
the third member of the party.
I sat down and was looking the
other way just in case they
might think I was getting wor-
ried about them.

The pair of them calmly walked

in and sat down. They weren’t
evenn remotely surprised that
firstly they caught the train
and secondly that they had
seats. | didn’t say yes, aye or
nay. I waited but they proceed-
ed to talk about everything and
anything. Eventually, as the
train pulled out I said “Do you
realise what I've been through
to-day?”’ They didn’t know
what I was talking about. What
is worse they never will and
more luck to them.

Geood bye.
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CAMOGIE COMMENT

By AGNES HOURIGAN

The Mac Giolla Bride Cup!

RADITIONALLY February

remains what it has heen for.

more years than anybody cares
to specify, the month of the Ash.
bourne Cup inter-varsity compe-
tition, Nowadays there cannot be
too many peoble who can recall
the rather wunusual figure of
Lord Ashbhourne himself, a Peer
of the Realm who always wore
the Kkilt, spoke Irish, and prefer-
red to be known as Mac Giolla
Bride.

Alwayg ready and willing to
assist any movement that was
culturally Irish, it was he who,
back around 1914, presented the
Ashbourne Cup for annual com-
petition between the three con-
stituent Colleges of the then re-
cently instituted Naticnal Unil-
versity. That competition has
continued ever since, but on a
very different scale nowadays.

The first advance was made as
far back as 1934 when Queen’s
University, Belfast, was admitted
to the series, but it took another
quarter of a century before there
was any further additions. In re-
cent years, however, Dublin Uni-
versity, St. Patrick’s Msaynooth,
and the New University of Ulster
in Coleraine have all Jlecined 1n,
so that now all seven Universi-
ties in the country take part.

This February will gee yet an-
other new development when
Dublin University will host the
Ashbourne Cup for the first time
with the semi-finals and final be-
ing staged at the Trinity College
Grounds in Santry.

One hopes, of course, that Feb-
ruary 1977 will not add any more
unusuzl weather lore to the leg-
ends of the Ashbourne Cup. In
the vast a final was played at

Corrigan Park in Belfast on a
ground so soft that towards the
end the ball sank in the mud
and was never found again. Also
in Belfast another famoug Ash-
bourne game was playedq on a
pitch transformed into a sheet
of ice, by an overnight fall of
snow. This was rolled out when
a slight thaw came in the morn-
ing, but was transformed into
smooth 1ce by a sudden freeze-
up just as the game began. The
girls played on. Not all that long
ago a volunteer male student of
U.CD. shifted more than a hun-
dred tons of snow off the Bel-
field nitch to allow another Ash-
bourne game to be played.

However, the Ashbourne serles
has in the last few wvears been
favoured with Soring weather,
and' let ug hope that this will be
the case again. Meanwhile the
other Higher Eduecation Insti-
tutes, who have jolneq the Uni-
versities in the C.C.I.A. League
will this year have a champion-
ship all their own which will be
plaved next month with St, Pat-
rick’s Training College, Drum-
condra, hosts to the Inaugural
competition.

It is early days yet to start
assessing the prospects for the
forthcoming All-Ireland, but it
is already obvious that the four
counties that have been top con-
tenders in recent vyears, Kil-
kenny, Cork, Dublin and Wex-
ford will again be very much to
the fore. In addition, last year’s

junior champions, Down, now
will have g team in the top
grade, while Tipperary, who

have reached the Marech final of
the National League must also
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come into the reckoning.

Kilkenny will be for the first
time 1n years without the ser-
vices of thelr great star Ann
Carroll who has retireq from the
inter-county scene but continues
to serve the game she loves. In
collaboration with her former
UiCD team mate Veronica
McAteer, she is turning out re-
markably good schools teams
from Loreto Convent, [Letter-
kenny, and if the game contin-
ues to make such progress in the
North-Western County, we must
expect Donegal to be a formid-
able force on the inter-county
fields in a counle of years time.
But if Kilkenny have lost Ann
Carroll they have DpPromising
youngsters all but ready to come
up from minor ranks.

Wexford have their Jjunior
team of last season, unlucky in
the final, on which to draw. Cork
of course have great resources,
while Dublin have the determin-
ation and dedication that laid the
foundation of the many successes
of sides from the Capital in the
past.

Clare have not thus far ful-
filleq the bpromise they showed
when winning through to junior
All-Treland henours a couble of
years ago, while Galway have the
talent but have not yet managed
to apply it, so that Tipperary
may bprove the best brospects
from that area. In the North,
Down may prove better than a
somewhat  dislocated Antrim.
But there will not be a great deal
between any of the nine counties
mentioned, so that a really ex-
citing championship campaign
must be on the cards.
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HANDBALL TOPICS

—_——————

HIS year promises to be yet
another milestone in the for.
ward march that seems to hurl
handball to new horizons in its
own context as a game in its
own right, and . equally import-

... from Concrete Products of
Ireland Limited, makers of Marley
Rooftiles, Besser Bricks and Blocks
and Bes-Stone Split Blocks, the

materials used in the best buildings.

1

Concrete Products of Ireland Limited,
Lucan, Co. Dublin. Telephone 280691

Watergrasshill, Cork.
Tel. 021-889156.

ant, In its capacity to increase
the stature of the G.A.A. — its
parent body.

Certainly, 1977 was ushered
In triumphantly for handball
when, on New Year'g Day, R.T.E.
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By SEAN CLERKIN

saw fit to include the first of its
Top Ace games on Sports Stad-
lum. Thig was a thrilling tie be-
tween John Kirby (Clare) and
Paddy Reilly (Kilkenny) and,
producegd the first shoeck of the
series when Reilly, who won out
last year, was knocked from his
pedesta]

In succeeding weeks, we have
seen the elimination of Pat Me-
Garry (Limerick) by Richie
Lyng (Wexford) Murty McEllis-
trim (Kerry) by Joe O’Brien
(Roscommon) ang Peadar Me-
Gee (Mayo) by Pat Kirby
(Clare).

The semi-final pairings will
see Lyng in opoosition to John
Kirby and Joe O’Brien against
Pat Kirby. These promise to be
enthralling affairs and view-
ers will, no doubt, have much
delitberation as to the likelihood
of an All-Kirby Final.

Thig 1s the fifth tournament
specially organised by R.T.E. for
television purposes and the pre-
vious winners have been Pat
Murphy in 19873 Pat Kirby in
1974 anq '75 and Paddy Reilly
last year. Again, it must be stres.
sed that this involvement hy
R.TIE, in bringing the arts and
crafts of handball into our liv-
Ing rooms has been of immense
value to the game, not to men-
tion the exvertise ang finesse so
expertly applieq by Michael
O’Carroll and Mick Dunne from
Montrose Headquarters.

Meantime, of course, the Gael-
Linn Competition has been pro-
viding its own share of excite-
ment, as one might expect from
an initial entry of 1,184 players.
Since early December, the com-
petition has been in full swing



with an average of 148 matches
per week being played in the
various courts throughout the
country, This month will see the
completion of the Area and
Group Finalg and then the stage
will be set for the grand finale
which as usual, wil] be staged,
in conjunction with Annual Con-
gress on Saturday March 26th in
Croke Park. The present holder
of the title is Pat McGarry of
Limerick who soreadeagled an
impressive array of talent on last
yvear’s Fina] Day.

One hopes that this wear’s
tournament will present us with
some budding stars in the final
run-in, players of the calibre of
Tommy O’Brien (Kerry), Michael
Maher (Louth) or Meath’s J.
McGovern and F. Carroll who
have been prominent in under-
age competitions during the past
twelve months.

Another topic of interest at the
present time concerns the team
of four players which wil] be tra-
velling to the U.S.A. with the
All4Stars at the end of Aoril.

In addition to playing matches
in Los Angeles and San Francisco
the team will also compete in the
American Champicnshivs which
will be held in St. Louis from
the 8th to 15th May. It is only
In the correct order of things
that Pat Kirby, the 40 x 20 All-
Ireland Singles and Doubles
Champion should be an automat-
ic choice. He is also well-versed
in the hard grind of Ameriean
competition as wag evidenced by
his fine performances last year
when he won the Southern Cali-
fornia Oven Singles Title in the
Long Beach Athletic Club.

It is also encouraging to note
that handbal]l 1s geared to make
progress also in the area of de-
velopment during the coming
twelve months.

Clubgs have plans afoot either
to reconstruct their existing
courts or to build 40 x 20 courts.

The message in this regard is
relayed loud and clear. It indi-
cates that the era of shabby
courts and uncomfortable accom-
modation for spectatorg is over
and that buildings of the future
will bear the brand of profes-
sionalism.

It also looks likely that the
40 x 20 court will take preced-
ence over the traditional 60 x
30 court, This situation will
arise through the simmle rudi-

ments of economics and while all
of us will drop an emotional tear
at the gradual demise of the big
court, we will -console ourselves,
on the other hand, that the new
trend will bring with it more ex-
ponents of the game ang better
opportunities for our plavers at
international Jevel. Handball is
certainly in the grip of g major
upsurge and thig current year
will obviously elevate it to an
even higher plain.

Improve

Your Business Ieam

With Gay O'Driscoll

Oftice Equipment.

Having the right equipment is just as
important as having the right people on
your business team. |

slow, old-fashioned typewriters, messy §
stencils, human calculators. They're in-
efficient. And they give customers the
wrong impression of any firm.

Gay O 'Driscoll offers a wide range of
typewriters, photo-copiers, calculators,
office furniture and supplies. He offers a
total service and he will install office
systems and has acted as a consultant on
office efficiency. What's more, Gay has
follow-through with guaranteed after-sales
service, |

Now, the ball's at your feet.
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By OWEN McCANN

NFRICTENT forward play 1S
all about providing the final
golden flourish to gooq outfield
wiork by regularly tucking the
ball away in the opposing team’s
goal, or slotting it over the bar
with. consistency. This is how
the titles are won and lost; the
technigue that marks out a for-
ward in an extra special class.

Two men who superbly fit into
this category are Tony Doran
and Jimmy Keaveney. The fact
that they marked the beginning
of the New Year by receiving the
coveted Texaco trophies for
Gaelic Games helps to bring this
into focus,

Not that expert marksmanship,
important though this is in the
make-up of a finisher, is the only
factor that ensured that the past
year proved such an outstanding
one for these personality-plus
masters of full forward play.

Doran’s leadership as Wex-
ford’s capfaln was a wonderful
inspiration to his team, and he
also showeg that as well as
taking scores himself iIn expert
fashion, he is egually adept at
creating opportunities for his
team-mates.

Similarly with Jimmy Keav-
eney. Although the St. Vincent’s
Club man did not fill a captain’s
role with Dublin during 1976,
none can dispute that he, too,
proved a supberb rallying force
with his deft touches, skilled
play, sharp-shooting and general
promptings.

This accomplished pair, of
course, turned on the style
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SPOTLIGHT ON

TEXACO STARS

regularly long before the cam-
paign that was climaxed with
those Texaco trobhy wins. Keav-
eney’s senior inter-county career
stretches back over some twelve
years, while the now 30-year-old
Doran made his first appearance
with Wexford senior team some
months before his 18th birthday,
and about three years later
settled into a permanent place
in the premiey team.

Yet, while Jimmy won a pro-
vincia] senior medal in 1965, and
later olayed with Leinster in the
Railway Cup, it is still no exag-
geration to say that he will be
especially remembered as the
“man who came back”. Certainly,
it is dioubtful if any player en-
joyed such success as has the
tall Dubliner since he returned
to senior inter-county fare in
June 1974 after a two-yvear ab-
Sence.

Since that summer afiternoon
at Navap in 1974 when he again
pulled on the Dublin jersey In a
Leinster championship  clash
with Louth, Keaveney has had a
remarkable run of achlevements.

No supporter of the Dubg will
need reminding of the outstand-
ing role he played in the return
of the Sam Maguire Cup to the
Liffeyside in 1974 after an ab-
sence of eleven years. Then, If
1975 was a doubly disappointing
season for the Metropolitans,
with defeats from Meath in the
National League final, and old
rivals Kerry in the championship
decider, there was still no stop-
ping Keaveney on the scoring

29

Jimmy Keaveney

front,

He proved so target-conscious
that he well and truly erased a
16-year-olg county scoring record
from the charts. Ollie Freaney,
another great forward from the
St. Vincent’s club, set the marker
in 1959 when he headed the
national chart for that year’s full
programme of matches with a
haul of 101 points (5-86) in 17
games.

Keaveney, who wil] be 32 later
this month, pushed the record
up by a whopping 18 points —
even though he only played
three games more than Freaney
in hig record-making campaign.
Jimmy rifled up 119 points (8-95)
in 20 games, and in the Dprocess
he became the first from Dublin
to top a nationwide chart since
Freaney filleq that position in
1959,

The six-footer from Dublin,
who won a (Carrolls All-Stars
award in 1974, finished the 1975
programme as the GAELIC
SPORT footballer of the year.

Last season Keaveney reaped
a rich harvest medals-wise — a
first National League souvenir, a
stellar part in Dublin’s never-to-
be-forgotten Sam Maguire Cup
win over Kerry, as well as an
All-Ireland eclub medal with St.
Vincent’s, and the Texaco tro-
phy. The only real surprise was
the fact that he failed to find
favour with the CARROLLS ALL
STARS selectors for the second
time.

In addition to his meda] win-

@ TO PAGE 31
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ning achievements, Keaveney was
among the goals as never before
last yvear. In all, he foung his
way through to the mnet 14
times, the best record by any
footballer last year, and he also
hit 59 points. That adds up to a
total of 101 points from 17
games at the splendid match av-
erage of 5.94 points; a tally that
left Keaveney top scorer of the
yvear in football, He finished with
a comfortable lead of twelve
points over his nearest rival in
the code.

This ace of free-takers has won
county senior medals with his
club in hurling as well as foot-
ball, and has vlayed with the
county in this code, too. The one
major award now missing from
his fine collection is a Railway
Cup medal, but Keaveney, who
was in the Leinster team beaten
by Munster in last year’s final,
will have another chance to set
that right this spring.

If Jimmy Keaveney is still
seeking a first Railway Cup me-
dal, Tony Doran has a rare dis-
tinction in this regard. He 1s one
of only two hurlers (Kilkenny’s
Pat Delaney 1s the other) to
have played In every game on
the way to Leinster’s run of five
titles on the trot from 1971 to
1975 inclusive.

Doran’s uncanny gift for
knecking home the goals, which
was an important factor in that
great Leinster run, has been one
of the most exciting qualities of
his play all through the various
stages of his inter-county career,
minor, under-21 and senior.

He got one goal when Wex-
ford won their only All{lreland
under-21 title in 1965 at the ex-
pense of Tipperary. The big
Buffer’s Alley club man cracked
home two golden goals in 1966,
when once more Tipperary were
on the receiving end in a match
that saw Wexford win their last
All-Ireland senior championship.

Then, there was another two
goal barrage from smart-moving
Doran that helved in no small

*

Tony Doran,
Wexford's captain, |
in characteristic §

action. e LR A TR

way to foil the challenge of a
gallant Limerick side in the 1973
National League final; also the
last year that Wexforg won the
competition. And in all those
matches he was among the points
as well.

In one respect, however, Tony
Doran, who has won county sen-
ior medals with his club, trails
Jimmy Keaveney He has not as
yvet headed an annual nation-
wide scoring chart, but under-
standably enough his great goal-
scoring exploits have still kept
him uv there with the leaders.
He had his best annua] bag so
far in 1972 when he chalked up
17-24 (75 points) in 15 outings.

Last year, Doran took fourth
place nationally with 17-21 (72
points) in 15 games.

The goal-grabbing full {for-
ward won his third Leinster sen-
ior hurling medal last July. But
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probably the most surprising as-
pect of all is that it was not un-
til as recently as last December
that he gained a Carrolls All
Stars award for the first time.

But if thig honour was some
time in coming, it complemented
one of Doran’s most memorable
campaigns; a season in which he
underlined his right to rank
among the great leaders in hurl-
ing, even if his wholehearted
efforts were not crowned by a
Liam MecCarthy Cup wipn on the
code’s big day of 1976.

Jimmy Keaveney and Tony
Doran have set brilliant head-
lines throughout their careers
with their wholehearted and
skilleg play, and above all their
excellent sportsmanship. As long
as footbal]l ang hurling produces
men of their outstanding quali-
ties, we need have no fear for
the future of the national games.
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St The Fiat-Allis range of earthmovers

The latest track shovelsand dozers from provides the world’s largest range of

the FiaL'A”iS range Include the FL9 wheel and track machines—up to
model shown—with 87 flywheel h.p. and - : -
15 cu. yd. bucket. Other modele in. and including the outstanding 41B,

clude the AD/BD8 dozers with 91 fly- the world’s first 500 h.p. bulldozer.

wheel h.p. and a working weight of
8180 kg.
Get all the details from Mc cAIHNs
INDUSTRIAL mmm \VIOTORS LIMITED
DIVISION Santry, Dublin 9. Phone 379933
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FERATILISER 50 kgs
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LIMERICK CITY L]
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PLHNN ING FOR 1921

ECENTLY I spoke with Paul
O’Doherty, Fertiliser Devel-
opment Officer with I.C.I. Ire-
land. He told me that if a farm-
er is to realise the full potential

of hig land, he must always plan

ahead and at this time of year,
he should be giving serious con-
sideration as to how best to
manage his grass in 1977 for full
production.

For the milk producer a sys-
tem of intensive grassland man-
agement, to obtain the greatersd:
possible return from his land, is
egnsenb]ﬂl With costs still rising,
maximum returns must be aimed
at. To be successful, the system
should cost little to set um, be
flexible in its use and simple to
operate from day to day.

Paul recommends the Two
Sward System. In this, a given
area of land is divided into two
blocks (1) a grazing sward and
(2) a cutting sward. The grazing
area is stocked with two eows
per acre and this Jand is then
divided into 21 vpaddocks. Each
paddock is grazed in turn for 24
hours. This gives the grass three
weeks of erowth before the herd
returng for grazing. One of the
benefite of this svetem is that
cows will have fresh grass each
dav. This helos to reduce the
daily fluctuations in milk wyield
which most producers experi-
ence.

The system is flexible, because

By TONY KEEGAN

in periods of good grass growth,
not all paddocks are needed for
the cows and a number of them
can easily be closed off and cut
for silage. The prudent farmer
will alwayvs be looking -ahead off
the herg to see that the grass is
not ‘getting ahead of the cows.’

The success of the paddock
system depends on adequate fer-
tiliser use. T'wo bags per acre of
Pasture Swarg should be ap-
plied six weeks before turn-out
in the Spring. It is Important
that regular fertiliser dressings
are applied and experience has
shown that 1% bagg per acre of
Pasture Sward after each Dpadk
dock is grazed, will provide am-
ple grass for the next grazing.

Planning for silage is another
important asvect. Having asked
himself “how many animals will
T have next winter and how long
do I reckon the winter will be?”
each moroducer can then decide
how many tons of silage are re-
qmre.dJ A good ‘rule of thumb’
is that 1% tons of silage Dper
mionth per cow is reguired. Using
thig formula. each nroducer can
caleulate how muech silage he will
require to carry the stock over
the winter.

Having got the quantity right,
the next important consideration
is that of quality. This can be
defined as how much milk or

- FARMING

beef the silage will produce with-
out the addition of meals, Silage
quality is determined wDrimarily
by the stage of growth at which
the grass is cut ang although
inputs are higher when two or
three cuts are taken, these cuts
will be more than revaid in the
long run by the extra production
achieved with a first cut in mid
May, the second in early July
and the third in late August. Ap-
proximately 25 tons of silage
producing maintenance + 13
gallons or 1% lbs of beef per day
can be expected. High yields of
¢ilage can only be got where ade-
quate fertiliser is applied and
1.C1. (Ireland) recommends that
along with the slurry or farmyard
manure, the high nitregen con-
tent fertiliser Cut Swarid be ap-
plied for all gilage cuts with four
pags per acre for the first cut
and three bags per acre for each
successive cut.

Explanatory leaflets and fur-
ther details of I.C.I. (Ireland)
Advisory Schemes available from:

Fertiliser Section,

I.C.I. (Ireland) Litd.,

5, South Frederick St.,

Dublin 2.

LIMING

LIrM'E is essential for good

grass. It is essential for get-

ting a good sward established
@ OVERLEAF

When did you last feed
your permanent pasture ?

— it feeds you

@ Experiments have proved that liming can
increase the output of neglected perma-
nent pastures by almost 60%.

@ Liming costs are only a small item in

grassiand management.

@ With extra grass you'll be able to in-
crease your stocking rate — which is
where your extra profits lie.

Start to lime your permanent pastures

MNow !

BALLY ELLEN MAGNESIUM LIMESTONE FLOUR

Goresbridge, Kilkenny. Telephone 0503-25177
e S R s R B R T ST e T R S e e T e S ]
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@ FROM OVERLEAF

and for keeping the good grasses
and clover growing in the pas.
ture, In acd land, the good
grasses and clover die out rapid-
ly and the Dpoorer grasses take
over unless the land is limed.
This is the reason why many
new leys look poor ang weedy
and graze poorly.

‘Old pastures which are short
of lime often cover owver with a
mat of dense wiry grass or moss.

The underside of the mat is made
up of tough withered and partly
r-ﬂ'tj;eldl plant roots and stems.
Thig mat nreventg air and water
penetrating to the growing
roots. Such pastures are disliked
by stock because the grasses are
unpalatable and their feeding
value 1s low. Cattle ang sheep
thrive badly on these pastures
and cows milk poorly.

Liming an old acid pasture
makes the grass grow better and
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Supplies of
TOP QUALITY

GROUND LIMESTONE
always available in the

North-East, Midlands and

Southern regions

Just phone or write —
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* IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
* PROMPT SPREADING SERVICE

WESTERN INDUSTRIES LTD.

® BALLINASCARRY, MOUNT NUGENT Phone 30
® BARLEY HILL. KINGSCOURT

IRISH SUGAR (CO. LIMITED

® KILLOUGH, HOLY CROSS
® BALLYBEG, BUTTEVANT
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lengthens the grazing season.
The lime helps the better grasses
and clover to grow and smother
the poorer grasses and weeds.
The quality of the sward im-
proves, its feeding wvalue im.
proves and stock igraze it better.
Cattle, sheep ang other grazing
stock need a full supply of lime
In: their diet if they are to thrive
well and oroduce well This ap-
plies particularly to milking
cows, ewes and young growing
stock,

The amount of lime land
needs depends on how sour the
soil 1s and how heavy it is. A
heavy sour soil needs more lime
than a light sour soil. A clay
loam may need twice as much
lime as a light loam. Many of
our soils need a dressing of 2
to 4 tong of ground limestone
per statute acre. Some sour
heavy goils may neegqd more,

lLa‘-blnr{a!t:ﬂ!ry ang field tests an-
swer qulckly and accurately how
much lime ig needed. The lgeal
Agnicultural Instructer will, if
necessary, have the soil tested.
The test ensureg that lime ig
applied only where it is needed
and at the correct rate.

Lime is continuously being
lost from the so0i] so a repeat
dressing will be needed. How
soon the repeat dressing is need.
ed devends on the type of soil,
the location, the crooping, the
manuring and so on. It also de-
pends on the amount applied in
the -_T]{nr"-ewin-uw; dressing. If a light
gitr.essln_mg- iS given, a repeat dress-
ing will be needeq after a short-
er period, Re-liming should be
undertaken as soon as soil tests
indicate a serious reduction in
pH. Weeds thrive on aecid
soils, 1In tillage land, Spurry
a_nrdi sheen’s sorre] are often plen-
tifful when lime is low. A good
or fairly |good ecrop of oats or
potatoes felloweg by a voor or
very poor crop of barley or beet
1S a sign that the soi] may be
short of lime.

In pasture clover is scarce
and poor grasses take over in
acid soils, The wasture looks
“white” for most of the vear
and stock dislike it.



SUCCESS AND QUALITY

.. . go hand in hand

IT is said that good news does
not make the headlines. Un-
fortunately this is true. Still, at
a time when this country 1s beset
by serious factory closures and
rising unemployment, it 1s a re-
freshing change to be able to re-
port that at least one Irish com-
pany is doing well. Even more
remarkable is the fact that it 1s
the story of a company in the
footwear trade — an industry
which has been particularly vul-
nerable to the pressures of for-
eign competition. It is the Kil-
kenny firm of shoemakers, Pad-
more and Barnes.

Tn the past few years produc-
tion has grown from 3,000 to
22.000 pairs of shoes per week.
90% of production is exported,
the value of which amounted to
£6 million in the year just ended.
As production has grown the
labour force has been increased
from 80 to over 500 permanently
employed workers, as well as over
1,200 outworkers.

How "has this
achieved?

Padmore and Barnes were
originally manufacturers of wel-
ted and cemented footwear but,
in the late sixties, the company
decided to concentrate their en-
tire production on handstitched
moccasin-type shoes. This de-
cision was made because the com-
pany felt that the manufacture
of traditional styles would be
seriously threatened by the free
trade conditions when Ireland
entered the E.E.C. Research also
showed that there was a need for
a quality casual shoe in the huge
North American market. Subse-
quent events have shown that
Padmore and Barnes were cor-
rect in their forecasting.

The casual shoe developed for

growth been

the export market became known
as the Wallabees. There are over
six different styles within the
range which has received such
acclaim that they are now on sale
in 24 countries around the world
— in markets as diverse as
Sweden, Japan, Saudi Arabia and
North America.

These shoes are of genuine
moccasin-construction, made Just
like the Indians made their foot-
wear; the leather goes right
around and under the foot. Made
on a Nature Form last and incor-
porating a cushioned arch-sup-
port, Wallabees are cut from a
soft but heavy substance leather
and have a crepe leather or latex
rubber sole.

Another range of shoes made
by Padmore & Barnes are the
men’s Imperials. Again the em-
phasis is on comfort and there
are some 12 styles in the range.

* * *

It’s difficult to define quality,
but for most people it means that
a product lives up to the sales-
man’s promises — that it is re-
liable and operates according to
specification — for a long time.
With the firm of Tandberg Ltd.,
of Norway, quality is almost an
obsession — so much so that
“Tandberg quality” hags become
a concept for millions of satisfied
customers throughout the world
— proof of the public trust en-
joyed by this great name .
And now it comes to Ireland.

Tandberg is pleased to be re-
presented in this country by
Siemens 'Ltd., the great inter-
national firm that has done so
much for Ireland in the field of
engineering both in the home and
at national level. The new Tand-
berg colour sets come to the Irish

30

market in two sizes, three models.
All are backed by Siemens com-
prehensive guarantee. Sets are
encased in a Scandinavian styled
cabinet with teak or rosewood
finish and are fitted with bass
and treble sound control with
extra large loudspeakers for bet-
ter quality sound. Included are
extension sockets for earphones
and loudspeakers for when you
wish to use the set for your own
personal viewing. There is also
a sensor channel control and pro-
vision is made for a video tape
recorder.

All in all Tandberg are colour
television sets that provide for
everything you may feel you need
in the future. And they do it ex-
ceedingly well.

And now good news for all you
wash weary ladies. A range of
new washing machines designed
to make the chore of washing
clothes the easiest thing in the
world is currently being market-
ed by that firm so famous for do-
mestic electrical apmliances. Sie-
mens Ltd. They’re all fully auto-
matic. You simply put the dirty
clothes in, set your programme—
the easiest thing in the world—
and press the ON bufton. The
machines do all the rest including
spin-drying — automatically —
without your attention.

The big seller is the new Wash-
meister Auto de Luxe Mark II —
a hot and cold front loader with
16 wash programmes including a
special biological wash pro-
gramme. There’s a special econ-
omy button too for catering for
the smaller wash load. With 1its
compact, handsome good looks,
modern square door with innox
finish and glass see-through port-
hole it’'s a winner in any Kitchen
or home laundrette.

Other models include the Wash-
meister Mark I hot and cold fill,
the Washmeister De Luxe cold
fill and the splendid value for
money Siltal ‘Futura’ 2000/1. All
are backed by the famous Sie-
mens after-sales service.



always on the hall

the plant hire people

W. H. Bridges Limited, Naas Road W.H. BRIDGES (MUNSTER) LTD.
Clondalkin Co. Dublin. GLANMIRE . CO. CORK
Telephone 505051; Telex: 4222. Telephone: (021) 821555

.......

We are not claiming that our operations are as exciting
as watching your favourite football team win. But to
thousands of people in our towns and farms this is where
the real scores are made.

Scores in the home and export markets that are the
result of technical experience, teamwork, modern
equipment, and research. Scores that are worth £50m.
annually to the country. So the next time you see an
Irish Sugar Company harvesting operation.
give a cheer — we’re the home side.

Ir

ish Sugar Company




CROSSWORD

CLUES ACROSS:
2—Dublin’s centre half back in 1974 All-
Ireland title winning team, (4, 6)
7—Hale again — injury has had time to
cure. (4)
9—Mel’s almost manage a smile In one’s
absence. (4)

11—Heiney shall have appeared in the No. 3
position for Kerry. (5, 6)

13—Half a ‘“‘comeback” toy. (2)

14—Glide the centre of the cover (on the
Cup). 3)

15—, . . backing south-east . . .” — like the
brother of Limerick selector who was
also a good county hurler. (1, 1)

17—This Cork full-forward is no ’Barr. (6)

18—You would need to be “bats” to knife a
player because of some dispute. (4)

19—I was sure before you confused me. (4)

20—Past-President of G.A.A. — Tipperary
man. Initials. (1, 1)

21—Outstanding Kilkenny camogie star. (9)

23—Almost no way you can suppress sleepy
reaction to dull, and boring game. (4)

24—Form of hunting (popular in Cork, espe-
cially) carried out in female clothing? (4)

27—Prominent former wing half-back for
Dublin. Initials. (1, 1)

29— Cheers resound and almost choke. (4)

30—A poem to celebrate victory, perhaps. (3)

31—Donegal man who bagged a lot of goals
in 1974. (6)

35—Massive Kilkenny corner-forward of a
few years ago. Initials. (1, 1)

36—Rugby League, initially. (1, 1)

37—All-Ireland hurling star whose twin
daughters won All-Ireland honours in
1974. (1, 6)

38—Veteran Wexford hurler still playing
well for Rathnure. (5)

CLUES DOWN:

1—OQutstanding young Waterford footballer
at midfield. (1, 8)

2—ILovely Cork hurler of the 40s sadly de-
ceased. Initials. (1, 1)

3—May be Antrim star of to-day, or his
father of 30 years ago. (9)

4—J.ooter in a certain convent. (6)

5—Concerted charge — favourite old-time
tactics. (4)

By PERMUTER
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6—Former chairman of the Activities Com-
mittee, a well-known Dublin hurler in his
day. (4, 9)
8—Games that prove most difficult in the
League for all counties. (4)
10—Tipperary footballer to whom, by the
sound of it, distance is no object. (9)
12— Sending in high, dropping balls. (7)
16—Sad trend to find a team left high and
dry. (8) | _ _
19—Horseman in reserve with Dublin. (5)
22— _Member of the Wolfe Tones club can
make amends. (9)
25—The supreme Cork hurler seems to be
confused this time. Initials. (1, 1)

26—Fr. Jim — a fast and fierce-shooting
Clonakilty and Cork forward of the
40s. (9)

28— Top midfielder in Offaly’s reign. Initials.
(1, 1)

32-—Number of football All-Irelands — any
grade — won by Laois. (3)

33—County’s fortunes on the way down —
like the tide. (3)

34—Beautiful striker at midfield for Kil-
kenny minors in 1973 and 1974. Initials.
(1, 1)

SOLUTION ON PAGE 41

37

i
- — IS T R O mhT W



Wallabees

for seven-sent comfort!

There are SEVEN sensible reasons behind the wonderful
comfort of WALLABEES: |

Ii:i:::-:: h, e e o i = Ladies’: £14 .97

1. Cushioned arch-support: keeps vourfeel fi-mly
supported and coo/

2. Sueded leather heel insert bettzr grin and less wear on
50CKks

3. Realleather trimimings:addiothe ltixurious fit

4. Real leather orsuede uppers: exceptionally supple and
easy to care for

5. Nature-Form shape: follows the naturalshape of t/ e foot

6. Genuine hand-stitched Moccesis construction: fits
likea glove

7. Thick, springy soles: cushi=n every step

Eventhe laces are elasticized. No wonde: WALLABEES are so
popular. Available in men’s or women's stylesin leather or
suede. Sold, and appreciated, in 24 countries around the world.

&

®

by Padmore & Barnes

Made in Kilkenny by Irish craftsmen.

Savion.

Instant action, That's what's called for in the war
against spots and pimples. And that's why it pays to
keep a tube of Savion where the family can lay their
hands on it easily,

Savlon centains a powerful germ-killer which
penetrates deep down to where the trouble starts,
Yet it's gentle and soothing on the skin,

USE SAVLON 3 WAYS.

Regularly — on areas where spots are inclined to
recur, teenage chins or foreheads, for instance.

Occasionally — if a spot occurs in spite of regular
care. Or on nicks or cuts or grazes of any kind,

All the time — if there's a baby in the house. Wide-
spread tests have shown that Savlon can be used safely
— and effectively — over long periods, even on a baby's
delicate skin. And, used regularly, Savlon prevents :

nappy rash,

Savion.

helps nature h;'

;_ s
1C1 {frelend) Ltd., ' g
5-8 South Frederick 5L, . . .«
Dublin 2.
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Interesting talking points
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TEJE County Conventions over
the past six weeks or so pro-
vided some Interesting talking
points, as well as a number of in-
triguing proposals for the annu-
al] Congress 1in Dundalk at
Easter. One of the most thought
provoking motions I came across
wag a proposal agreeq at the
Louth Convention which, if ad-
opted by Congress, would result
in a radical “new look” for the
Railway Cup in foctball.
What the “Wee County’” move

calls for is that the counties,
rather than the brovinces, com-

pete for the Rallway Cup from

next vear. Thelr novel motion
also seeks to have all 32 coun-
ties included in an open-draw
for each round, with the first
drawn team hawving a home ven-
ue, with the exception of the
semi-finals and final,

The final] would continue to
be wvlayved at Croke Park as
usual on St Patrick’s Day, and
another feature of the Louth mo-
tion is that the draw would be
made next May.

This is certainly an Iimagina-
tive venture, but whether or not
al]l the counties would be inter-
ested in taking part is another
question. Then again, dates
might vrove a problem, but one
way or another, the move is un-
doubtedly worthy of serious con-
sideration.

The voint was also made at the
Louth Convention in Drogheda
— angd it was a very valig one —
that the competition propo-ed
would afford an opvortunity to

assess the merits of an open-draw
for the All-Ireland cenior foot-
ball champ:onship.

An aspect of the Dublin scene
for scme seasons now 1is an an-
nua] blitz competition in foolball
for Rugby playing colleges. But
1s this competition really se:ving
any useful purpose?

That’s a question I have heard
asked time and again in recent
years, and that issue was put in-
to focus at the Dublin County
Convention. Some delegates
questioneg the future of this ex-
perimental competition.

Jimmy Gray, who was returned
unopposed as Chalrman  wss
quoted as saying with regarg to
this matter:

“In truth, there’s no direct
benefit to the Association from
these competitions. Qur eftorts
have not been reciprocated in
these colleges ag many of them
have not entered the colleges’
championships.”

“But I'm of the opinion that
we maintain our supvort for the
Blitz.”

Ncw, hands up all who can tell
me what is significant about the
yvear 1984 in terms of Gaelic
Games? Well, the G.A.A. will be
100 years old thzt year, but if
vou think it is still too early yet
to start talking in terms of Cen-
tenary Year celebrations and
plans, then read on.

At the Longford Convention
the Chairman, John Fay, who
was re-elected, said that already
the Ard Choiste Forbartha was

39

at county conventions
By Neil McCavana

P T

el

invelved, in long range »nlann.ng
for the proper celebration of the
event,

A draft programme for club
developments had been present-
ed for discussion to County and
Provincial officers at a seminar
held in Dublin.

Said Mr. Fay at the Longford
Convention:

“Everyone recognised the need
for such a development pro-
gramme in County Longford.
The aim of the Ard-Choiste For-
bartha is that every club in the
Association should have itg own
ground by 1984.

“We are confronted with a
mammoth task in County Long-
ford. We may not have the re-
sources and talents of the bigger
counties at our disposal but we
can match this with our industry
and dedication,

“Let the call go out from this
Convention that there is work to
be done which will require the
efforts and sacrifices of all those
who Dprofesg allegiance to our
Association which has made such
a significant contribution to our
Irish way of life.”

At the Cavan County Conven-
tion, P. C. O'Donohoe, who was
unanimously re-elected 'Chair-
man, criticised the fact that no
Cavan referee had been appoint-
ed for a game of importance in
Ulster in the past season.

He said this attitude reflected
a continuation of an outlook

@ TO PAGE 41
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® FROM PAGE 39

which he was forced to refer to
two years ago.

The attitude of the Ulster
Couneci] or its fixtures committee
towards Cavan referees would
not encourage new blood. He
hoped that the mononoly by one
or two counties would not be al-
lowed to develop.

Still on the Northern scene—
and at Fermanagh Convention,
J. J. McElholm, returneqd unop-
posed as Chairman, said that the
success story of the year be-
longed to Enniskillen Gaels, who
won the senior footbal] cham-
pionship after a laose of 46
years, and also won the senior
league title.

In the Ulster club champion-
ship, Enniskillen had an easy
victory over the Cavan cham-
pions and gave a great boost to
the standard of Fermanagh club
foothall with their semi-final per-
formance against the Derry
champions, Ballerin.

Reference was also made at the
Convention by Mr. McElholm to
the forthcoming Centenary year,
<o even at this early stage it
seems that thig is a subject we
will indeedq be hearing Dbvlenty
about over the coming years.

CROSSWORD
SOLUTION

FROM PAGE 37
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CARROLLS ALL-STARS ‘76

* kX KR X X XX XK X X X X X X X Kk %k

FOOTBALL HURLING

.' Paddy Cullen (Dublin)

® Ger O’Keeffe (Kerry)
® John O’Keeffe (Kerry)
@ Brian Murphy (ICork)
@® Johnny Hughes (Galway)
® Kevin Moran (Dublin)
® Ger Power (Kerry)

@ Brian Mullins (Dublin)
® Dave McCarthy (Cork)
® Anton 0’Toole (Dublin)
® Tony Hanahge (Dublin)
@® David Hickey (Dublin)
@ Bobby Doyle (Dublin)
@® Michael Sheehy (Kerry)
@ Pat Spillane (Kerry)

@® Noel Skehan (Kilkenny)
@® Fan Larkin (Kilkenny)

@® Willie Murphy (Wexford)
@® John McMahon (Clare)
® Joe McDonagh (Galway)
@® Mick Jacob (Wexford)

® Denis Coughlan (Cork)

@ Frank Burke (Galway)

@® Pat Moylan (Cork)

@ Mick Malone (Cork)

® Martin Quigley (Wexford)
® Jimmy Barry-Murphy (Cork)
@® Mick Brennan (Kilkenny)
@® Tony Doran (Wexford)

@® Sean O'Leary (Cork)

@’
OMEGA

selected Omega jeweller.

elegance & pertfection

GENEVE — Smart, sturdy and
utterly dependable always. Right
in every way for the man who's

going places!
Gold Plate....... £126.50
Stainless Steel. .. .. £89.50

Choose from the great OMEGA selection at your specially

E]:YET] OMEGA, TISSOT, LANCO, AUDEMARS PIGUET, afa

T T PR

R
i

0

41

e ———

"’T?TTH



SCORESHEET

I'T may only be the beginning
of February, but already the
brand new ledger for the scor.
ing achievements of 1977 is be-
ginning to take on a well-used
look. An earlier than usual start
to the competitive inter-county
season, and a good numl wr of
challenge games have en: red a
fuller entry than ig gener. ({ly the
case at this time of the vyear.

But will the season prove
more rewarding than 1976 ag far
as county records are concerned?
Last year was somewhat lean in
this regard, but one man who
did put himself in 2 special
ranking was Eddie Donnelly, that
talented Antrim ang Ulster hurl-
er. He set a new annual peak
for Antrim for the thing year
running.

Donnelly finished 1ip third
place in the All-Irelang hurling
line-up with 77 points (11-44)
from twelve games, at the splen-
did match average of 6.41
points. This tota] upped by an
impressive haul of 35 pointg his
own previous best of 4-30 (42
points) in nine outings for a
then new Antrim peak in 1975
A year earlier, Donnelly scored

WILL 1977 BE A
RECORD-BREAKER?

37 points, which was then also
an Antrim record.

Another Ulster man to stamp
1976 with a county record was
Peter Loughran who notcheg 2-
0 (56 points) in 14 games at
the rate of four points a match.
This improved by nine points on
the Armagh county record that

he establisheq in 1971 when he

scored 3-38 (47 points) in
twelve games.

Tyrone’s surprise elimination
from the National Football
League just before Christmas
must inevitably hit at the
chances of the county’s long-
standing record being improved
on over the next eleven months
or so. This is one of the premier
scoring exercises in the chart at
117 voints by Frankie Donnelly
in 1957, when he had 22 games
and finished with 5-102 to his
credit,

And, there will have to be
some lmpressive finishing in the
other counties as well if the Ul-
ster recond is to get a knock
Back in 1960, which was a gold-
én year for Northern football,
with Down taking the Sam
Maguire Cup over the Border

=i T 3

By OWEN McCANN
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ADDY DOHERTY
. . . his score of 13-97, in 1960,
still stands as an Ulster record.

AUROFAC 20
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for the first time, Paddy Doherty
was finding the target in im-
pressive style with the Mourne
County.

The brilliant Ballykinlar man,
who was to the fore in that All-
Ireland senior football champion-
ship break-through, shot 13-97
(136 points) in 24 outings, or
5.66 points a match.

The nearest any Ulster man
came to that was in 1970 when
Sean O’Connell reached an im-
pressive new high for a Derry
man with 10-96 (126 points) from
25 engagements.

And, what about Galway foot-
ball? The county has been S0
much to the fore over the past
seventeen years, and has contri-
bnurte;d' S0 much to the game (ﬂﬂt
to mention that great run of
three All-Ireland senior titles in
a row from 1964 to 1966 inclus-
ive) that it is hard to credit that
no footballer has improved on
Sean Purcell’s score of 107
points (11-74) in 22 gameg in

1958.

Indeed, only two Galway men,
both now also out of inter-county
football, reacheq the magical
century of points since that Pur-
cell county spectacular.

In 1964, Cyril Dunne went
very close to the Tuam man’s
high-point when he scored 3-96
(105 points) in 21 games. Then,
in 1969 John Keenan notched 5-

- 88 (103 points) in 21 games.

Finally, on the football scene,
the national record is also going
to take a deal of beating. Mick
O'Dwyer is the man who sets a
blistering headline here with a
thundering 161 points (13-122)
in 26 games in 1970.

The great Kerry footballer
scored 4-92 (104 voints) 1n 19
games at home, and put up 9-30
(57 points) in seven games on a
world tour with Kerry.

Back to hurling and 1976 ach-
ievements, and special mention
must be made of the achievement

of Pat Moriarty in scoring 7-18
(39 points) in eight games for
a new Kerry hurling record. He
has, of course, been included in
the Munster. attack dfor this
month’s Railway Cup hurling
semi-fina] with Ulster.

With Galway shaping up so
well in the National Hurling
League, couldg 1977 prove a re-
cord-making yvear for the counfty
in the code? John Conmolly fin-
ished their top marksman Jlast
year with 10-35 (65 points) from
seventeen games. That total was
just seven points short of the
county peak put up in 1971 by
Padraig Fahy at 9-50 (77 polnts)
in 13 games.

So, all in all, there are some
exceptionally high targets for
the hurling and football finighers
to aim at in the coming year.
And, who is there to say that
somewhere along the line the
yvear will not produce at least
a few markers in the record

)
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Make peace of
mind your policy.

clHIBERNIAN
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IGNATIUS
BUCKLEY,
Regional
Tourism
Manager,

Cork/Kerry
Tourism,

CO?RK City offers the Gaeljc

enthusiast a complete range
of all types of accommodation __
hotel, guesthouse, town and coun-
try home and farmhouse plus the
newly opened and by now famous
comforts of Pairc Uj Caoimbh.
This stadium, built in 1976 at a
cost of £1.3 million, houses 00,000
spectators and provides bar, din-
ing and meeting room facilities.
When the match is over, a wide
variety of all types of entertain-
ment is available from singing
pubs and discoes to high-class
restaurants for a gourmet even-
Ing meal.

felui

ICTURE shows a FIAT-A' LIS

Department of Lands Forest
with single lever control for tilting th
mounted on the C-frame. This is the
was the adaptation of an existing ripper to the machine. Al these m
ried out by McCairns ‘Motors Ltd. Industr
Division. This is the 36th Fiat-Allis to

are being

i
'

D 14B Angledozer, 150 h.p.,
& Wildlife Service. The machine was
e blade on each side as well as
first Fiat-Allis machine so modifi

KILLARNEY has a large pool

of accommodation convenient
to an excellent stadium. Hotels,
restaurants and cafes are well
used to catering for large groups.
As Ireland’s premier tourist re-
sort, Killarney offers a wide range
of entertainment: cabaret, singing
pubs, dance halls and cinemas.
It has numerous scenic walks,
short tours and the largest
national part in the country, also
Europe’s finest rock gardens and
adjoining Muckross House Folk
Museum.

Mr. Ignatius Buckley, Regional
Tourism Manager, Cork/Kerry
Tourism, will be only too happy
to book your accommodation for
the match—telephone Cork 021-
23251 and Killarney 064-31633.

THEHE are at least three cen-

tres in Ireland East which
would make ideal venues for
visiting G.A.A. groups. Newbridge,

-
s
s
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1al Division under the directi
be delivered to the Department
modified by McCairns before del

PADDY
LONG,

Regional
Tourism
Manager,

Ireland East.

Navan and Dundalk have the twin
advantages of a central location
and excellent stadiums and faci-
lities, Being busy towns, they
offer a good choice of accomimmo-
dation (bed and breakfast from
£2.40) and a wide variety of
evening entertainment. All three
have cabaret shows, dinner dances
and singing pubs, while Dundalk
also offers jazz sessions and pro-
fessional theatre. They are good
centres for sightseeing with a
large number of interesting
things to see and enjoy nearby.
Add to this an exciting match
and you have all you need for a
most enjoyable weekend.

s i _ . e
i A e
- 5 v T

with full powershift, prior to delivery to the

modified with twin-tilt cylinders

the normal blade angle adjustment
ed anywhere. Another modification
odifications were designed and car-
on of Sean Hogan, Manager of the
of Lands. A further two machines
1very.



JUNIOR DESK

ROM time to time readers ask

for details regarding current
G.A.A. books. Some Yearbook
editors send in their publications
for review. Others don’t. I haven’t
seen the Meath Yearbook, Cork
77, History of Beara, Dunhill
History or Kerry Yearbook as
yvet. Perhapg next month T'll be
able to tell you about the above
and maybe others too.

The following G.A.A. books
have been published for the
Christmas andg New Year scene.
I now review them all ang In-
clude price and address of pub-
lisher in each case for the bene-
fit of the reader. All are also
available at your local bookshop
(save the Diary, possibly).

OUR GAMES — 1977

Marvellous value for a pound.
Great colour photos. Tremendous
interviews withh Pat Moylan,
Heffo, Con. Murphy, Fr. Tommy
Maher, Eddie Keher and Paddy
Cullen. Dave Gulney pays a
lovely tribute to his great friend,
Nicky Rackard, the modern
“Kelly of Xillanne”. Michael
O’Hehir tells how he gets to know
all the players. Justin Nelson
talks about the trials and tribula-
tions of a TV man eager to get
his film back to Dublin in time
for transmission later that night
from places like Cork on the day
of a Munster final. Another great
interview with well known
referee John Moloney and of
course the two true stories. As
one of these true stories is my
own, I’ll ask you to read it and
tell me what you think of it. The
other, “The Resurrection”, by
Colm Keane is a pure gem. The
story is set in the small village

of Curry in the Co. Sligo and
pays tribute to people like Fr.
McManus who got footbal] going
again in the village and to the
great inspiration of a club team
man like Johnny Doyle who
never gives up and soldiers on
forever. There is a touch of sad-
ness to this story, dfor it 1s
shadowed by the image of the
emigrant ship that takes away the
Johnny Doyles of this country
and leaveg 1t at the loss of some
of its finest men. But it i1sn’t all
sadness, for life in another coun-
try doesn’'t kil] the Johnny
Doyles. They continue to inspire
and the story ends thus: “I
haven’'t seen him for ten years
now but when last I heard of him
he was ‘togging out’ with some
junior team in the English mid-
lands”.

Our Games — 1977, Price £1,
from Sean O Laoire, G.A.A.,
Crioke Park, Dublin 3, or from
any newsagent.

Westmeath G.A.A. Yearbook—
1977.

Its cover is excellent — a full
colour photo of the All-Ireland
S.F. Colleges chamvions from
Carmelite College Moate. Layout
improveg every year. 'Covers the
whole GJA.A. scene in Westmeath
very comprehensively. Has a
lovely pictorial centrepilece sec-
tion of 12 pmages of old and new.
It’s printed on quality paper. The
best article for me was Fr.
Cremin’s account of how his col-
lege team from Moate did it. It
ilg a yearbook that should be
studied by all counties not wyet
producing their own.

Westmeath G.A.A. Yearbook—
197%. Price 75p (not including
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Gerry
Whelan, The Westmeath Exami-
ner, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath.

postage) from Editor,

G.A.A. DIARY

This, the thirg successive Dial-
ann, is the best yet. Pocket-size,
it has a nice plastic holder and
carries much Information, Ilike
the 1977 fixture list, details of
Ciste Gael, Scor, Handball, the
G.A.A. Shop, addresses of
officials, First Aid, all details re-
garding N.L. groupings, as well
as all diary essentials. For years
we clamoured for a G.A.A. diary.
Now that we have it let us buy it.

G.A.A. Pocket Diary with
cover. Price 60p, from G.A.A.
Shop, Croke Park, Dublin 3.

DUBLIN 7%
This was reviewed in the
December issue and is selling

like HOT CAKES. It is an excel-
lent publication that does credit
to Editor Tommy McQuaid and
Paddy Downey’s layout 1s sup-
erb, It is colourful, classy and
a gift for 50p.

Dublin 77 published by
Gaelic Sport Publications, 80,
Upper Drumcondra Road, Dublin,
9. Price 50p.

So much for annuals and books
of all kinds.

CUT-OUT
Our 'Cut-Out this month 1is
Gerry McElhinney of Derry.

Gerry may be going through a

lean spell at the moment. What

ogreat player doesn’t sometime?

But in the short time gince he

came to the top he has given
® OVERLEAF
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® FROM OVERLEAF

more hope to Ulster counties
than any other single player of

the moment with the possible

exception of Anthony MeGurk.
McElhinney is a fine Gaelic foot-
baller and I hope he dcesn’t mess
up his great ability by taking
part in too many sports (he is
a boxer and soccer player of
talent as well). His catching is
superb and although his kicking
of the ball in the game v Kerry
last year was to say the least
wayward, his genera] play is ex-
citing and if he maintaing his in-
terest he should be one of the
big names in the game for years
We welcome a Derry Cut-Out,
and wish them well in the future.
Ang talking of Ulster isn’t it
nice to see Cavap on the come-
back trail and wouldn’t it be nice
to see someone from Cavan writ-
ing into Junior Desk. We have a
huge Mailbag so let us roll on
with it.
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Patrick Glynn (@Jr.), Derry-
brien, Loughrea, Co. Galway
wants Cut-Outs of Liam Sammon
and Pat Spillane ang thinks Sean
Silke ig a brilliant hurler.

® One of your requests will be
granted soon! (J.M.)

Dona] Ring, Coolavokig, Lissa-
creasig, Macroom, Co, Cork feels
Kevin Moran earned his All Star
award, even though Andy Croak
made a good case. Dona] liked
the Tony Hanahoe and Brendan
Hayden interviews in the Decem.
ber issue of GAELIC SPORT. He
looks forward to Scér ’77.

® So do I, especially Final nicht.
I was at the Carrolls All-Star ban-
quet and it was a marvellous occa-
sion. Most efficiently oreanised.
Nothing spared. A wonderful
G.A.A. atmosphere and an absolute
credit to Carrolls P.R.O.. Mr. Pat
Heneghan. (J.M.)

Brian Casserly, 1, Westhourne
Tce.,, Lower Road, Crosshaven,
Co. Cork tells how Crosshaven
U-14 team got into the S.E.C.
final ang lost but were presented

JUNIOR DESK

with hurleys at a party after-
wands. He asks for a handball
Cut-Out,

@ And we should have one too.
At our table on Carrolls Al-Star
night was Pat Kirby. Isn’t it time
we honoured this superb player?
(J.M.)

Pau] Maher, Clashagad, Dun-
kerrin, Birr, Co. Offaly is de-
lighted Tipperary hurlers beat
Limerick, He tells us Philip
Fanning got the Guardian Player
of the Week for his second
time, his first time for football
in. 1975. Pau] was happier still to
see Tipp. beating Cork.

@® It seems I met everybody on
All-Star night. Well, at long last 1
met Gerry Slevin (Nenagh Guar-
dian), whose G.A.A. columns are so
keenly read. Tipp. seem to be on
the way back, Paul. (1.M.)

Joseph McElligott, Glenoe, Lis-
towel, Co. Kerry loves Junior
Desk, now attends St. Michael’s
College, Listowel where they
have started a football league of
3 teams. Joseph thinks Kerry will
win the N.F.L. and the All-Ire-

Pat Harrington, Curraclough,
Lissarda, Co. Cork plays hurling
with Cloughduv, who lost the
county final to Vally Rovers. He
came on as a sub in the second
half. Pat wants a Cut-Out of
Mick Martin of Leitrim. Hig fav-
ourite players are Sean Murphy,
who lives near him,_ Billy Morgan,
Dona] Hunt, Declan Barron,
Jimmy Barry-Murphy, Ray Cum-
mins, Jimmy Duggan, Tony
Doran, Willie Murphy and Sean
Silke.

® /1’5 nice to see a Leitrim player
being requested. Here is wishing
them continued success in the N.F.L.
(J.M.)

Jimmy Moroney (15%), 9, Low-
er Market St., Ennis, Co. Clare
thinks there are far too many
ads 1In GAELIC SPORT and not
enough action ang colour photos.
He suggests using cheaper paper
so as to cut out ads. Jimmy also
thinkg the G.A.A. shoulg make
available throughout the country
the stock which they have for
sale in the G.A.A. Shop at Croke
Park, He likes Junior Desk be-
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cause 1t allows people to air
their views on the magazine it-
self and on the G.A.A. scene in
genenal. _

® Jimmy, you win aq Surprise
prize of Our Games, the G.A.A.
Diary and Dublin 77 for your fine
letter. Ads keep the magazine going.
Perhaps Muiris de Prionnbhiol will
follow up your G.A.A. Shop Sug-
gestion. Personally I'd like to see
the G.A.A. Shop at all the Provin-
cial finals but it should be operated
in a mobile caravan or something.
(J.M.)

Sean Hickey, Dromahane, Mal-
low, Co. Cork thinks that goal-
keeperg shouldn’t be allowed to
pick the ball off the ground and
refers to -an incident in the Cork
S.F.C. final when St. Michael’s
should have scored a goal. He
thinks referees are not as fair
as they used to be and that
something shoulg be done to
help Ulster football, He warns
Kerry that “Cork will thrash
them in July” and suggests
everybody was in Kerny’s favour
in 1976 meaning referee, umpires
ete,

@ [ can’t go along with you, Sean,
regarding referees. Maybe the stan-
dard of refereeing can be improved,
but their integrity stands ungques-
tioned. If we didn’t have them we'd
have no games. Still, your letter was
good and you win a prize too. (J.M.)

Christopher Hannon, 1879, Kill
West, Naas, Co. Kildare giveg his
15 best hurlers since 1960 ag fol-
lows:

O. Walsh (K); J. Doyle C1),
P. Hartigan (L), J. Treacy (K);
C. Roche (C), M. Roche (T), M.
Coogan (K); L. O’Brien (K), G.
McCarthy (C); J. Doyle (T), L.
Devaney (T), E. Keher (K); D.
Nealon (T), T, Doran (W). E.
Cregan (L).

@ That's a hell of a good team,
Christopher. You win a SUrprise
prize, too, like the two previous
Junior Desk fans. (J.M.)

Fergal Walsh, Keimaneigh,
Ballingeary, Co. Cork wants Ray
Cummins back soon and thinks
hig absence is a great loss to
Cork. Fergal wants a Cut-Out of
Jimmy Barry-Murphy or Seanie
O’Leary, his cousin.
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Patrick Byrne, Spynans, Kilte-
gan, Co. Wicklow remembers
Joe Lennon of Down once saying
that Kerry's football methods
were ten years out of date. “Down
were tops then but where are
they now? Just look at Kerry to-
day.” Patrick suggests that
Down’s methods are now 10
years out of date and suggests
that Joe Lennon’s statement has
backfired.

@ Your criticism is a wee bit un-
fair. At the time there was a certain
amount of truth in Joe's statement
and it shook Kerry., But circum-
stances have changed in the North,
haven't they, and anyhow Kerry are
never down too long. I hope Down
make a comeback because they

enrich the G.A.A. scene. (J.M.)

Brendan Dwyer, Scrahanag-
nave, Sneem, Co. Kerry wants
Cut-Outg of Pat Hartigan, Jimmy
Barry-Murphy, Gerry MdcElhin-
ney, Mick Brennan, Martin Quig-
ley and Pat Moylan.

® The interview with Pat Moylan
in the Our Games is excellent. (1.M.)

Norman Rochford, The Square,
Gort, Co. Galway loves Junior
Desk ang plays In the Gort
street leagues for The Square.

Aidan Donnelly, Annacalla,
Lawrencetown, Ballinasloe, Co.
Galway complaing that he too
sent on the money to Glen Rowv-
ers for a copy of “The Spirit of
the Glen’ and never got a reply.

@ Perhaps the secretary of Glen
Rovers will do the needful. (1.M.)

“Wexford Fan,” Tancool
House, Wexford is disgusted with
the All Star selection system.
The exclusion of 'Colm Honan,
Jimmy McNamara and Gerald
McCarthy 1s unforgiveable, He
suggests one player be allowed
to get three awards maximum
and no single county have more
than 4 representatives on a
team. The football All Stars
shoulg have included G. McEl-
hinney, A. McGurk and Steve
Duggan. He finally suggests
Ulster should challenge the All
Stars.

@® I/ this fan only included his/her
name helshe might have been lucky
enough to win a prize. Very often
readers forget to give their names.

(J.M.)

Paul Morrissey, Ashville, Bal-
lysheedy, Co. Limerick sayg his
favourite club is The Liberties
and his favourite stars are Pat
Hartigan, Sean Foley and
Eamonn Grimes,

@ Pat is only 10 and for his fine
painting of Pat Hartigan in his
Limerick green jersey with the No.
3, Paul wins a Surprise prize of the
3 books already mentioned. (J.M.)

Martin  Carroll, Loughawn,
Dunkerrin, Birr, Co. Offaly won
a medal 1n 1976 with the Money-
gall U-12 team. Martin wants
Cut-Outs of Jimmy  Barry-
Murphy, Tony Doran, Ray Cum-
mins, Michael Conneely, Ger
Henderson and Noel Skehan,

Liam Roche, 19, Bosheen, New
Ross, Co, Wexford loves reading
GAELIC SPORT. His favourites
are Tony Doran, John Nolan,
Mick Jacob, Willie Murphy and
Teddy O’Connor. Liam saw Wex-
ford play all their games this
yvear ang wants ©Cut-Outs of
Tony Doran and John Nolan.

@® You're a great Wexford fan,
Liam. Maybe 1977 will be Wex-
ford's yvear. (J.M.)

Felix O Murchadha, 60, Glen-
ard Creas., Salthill, Galway be-
moans the decline in interest and
importance of the once great
Oireachtas S.H. competition.
Teams don’t seem to concentrate
on it anymore. Or perhaps it 1S
played at the wrong time of year.

@® Felix — all good points. It was
a great competition. It would have
been helped this year if the final
was played in Galway. At least an
attendance in excess of 10,000 would
have given the occasion atmosphere.
(J.M.)

Michael McCarthy, Coolavokig,
Lisacreasig, Macroom, Co. Cork
feels the Cork footballers were
in very hard luck in both the
Championship and League,

@® So they were. (J.M.)

Danny Thompson (age 13),
632 Ardowen, Craigavon, Co. Ar-
magh writing for the first time,
loves Junior Desk, wants a team
photo every month of great sides
of the past, plays at full back
for hig team St. Brendan’s and
would like ©Cut-Outs of John
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O’Keeffe, Ger Power, Paudie
Mahoney, Tony Doran or Mick
Jacob. Brian Mullings was his
man of the match in the football.
final. Hig favourite Armagh
players are Noel Marley, Kevin
Rafferty ang Paddy Moriarty.

® You win a prize, Danny. I'm
glad you praised some of the Arm-
agh lads. They made a great come-
back last year. It would be great to
see Armagh win an Ulster title
again. (J.M.)

Kevin Hanrahan, 118 Raheen
Heights, Limerick is a great ad-
mirer of Sean Foley and has
even written a poem about him.

Kieran Griffin (aged 10), Cur-
ragh Camp, Co. Kildare thinks
big Tony Doran deserves {o cap-
tain an AlldIreland winning
team and wants a Cut-Out of
Paddy Kehoe of Gusserane, who
played hurling and football with
Wexford.

@® Is»'t it great to have a 10-year-
old ask for a Cut-Out of one of
the old-time greats? 1 saw Paddy
play and he was a great character.
So was Wilkie Thorpe. (J.M.)

Francis Kenneally, Watergate
St., Kanturk, Co. Cork, writing
for the first time, tells us that
in the past year he won 3 foot-
ball and 2 hurling plagues, His
sister became the first woman
Chairman of the Kanturk Juven-
ile Club. Francis ig 14 and praises
Séanie O’Leary and wants 1o
know if anv other Cork hurlers
and footballers went to St. Col-
man’s College, Fermoy.

@® Of course they did, but I want
some Cork readers to give you or
me a list. (J.M.)

Michael Hussey, Ardshillane,
Sneem, Co. Kerry wants Cut-
Outs of Jimmy Duggan and
Mikey Sheehy. He is a great fan
of John Egan and thinks Con
Murphy is a great President.

@ So say all of us. (I1.M.)

John Dalton, Ballyphilip, Bal-
lingarry, Thurles, Co, Tipperary
writes in praise of Noel O'Dwy-
er’s brilliance in both Champion-
ship and League, Tadhg 0O’'Con-
nor too. Johp plays for Ballin-
garry, who won the South and
County U-16 H ftitles. He also

® OVERLEAF
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plays for the U-14 team: His
brother Christy and 3 of "EiS
cousing were on the U-12 team
that Jost to Moneygall in the
Tipp. final. “A lot of the credit
for our successes goes fo Billy
Kehoe, Michael O’'Donnell and
Mr. O’°Connor, our trainers.’

® Isn't it nice 1o see John paying
tribute to the men behind the
scenes? I've met Michael before. No
hetter G.A.A. man. (J.M.)

Kathleen Curtin, Dromin, Lis-
towel, Co. Kerry thinks linesmen
and umpires should be given
power to take action in gituations
like ‘“‘off the ball” fouling espe-
cially when the referee is look-
Ing elsewhere at the time angd
she cites an example from the
Kerry v. Derry game. Kathleen
feels Tim Kennelly deserveqd an
All Star before Kevin Moran and
points to the fact that Tim was
named Kerry footballer of the
year in 1976.

@ The linesmen and umpires are
being consulted much more now on
this type of ‘behind the play’ foul-
ing than in the past. (1.M.)

Dermot McCarthy, Carbery, 20
Fairfield Road, Bath, England,
BAT 6JG in a most interesting
letter pays tribute to the great
work done in England for the
G‘AA b}’ P ﬂed?d.}i“ BG‘T nes of Bris-
tol, Tom Walsh, Frank Bellew,
Paddy Ryan among many others.
As always he sent me on some
very Interesting statistica] data
such as the then newspaper ac-
countg of the 1923 All-Ireland
finals and photostat coples of the
team pages from the 1922 and
1926 All-Irelang S.F. final pro-
grammes. Al]l you programme
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might include a 10p P.O. to cover
postage (stamps would be no
good). Dermot sent me on 2 copy
of “The Holly Bough” a “Cork
Examiner” Christmas publica-
blon which is good reading and
nostalgic and wvery Christmas-
like, He pays due tribute to the
recently opened G.A.A. Exhibi.
tion in the West Cork Museum
at Clonakilty, which recalled the
proud history ang tradition of
thig great club. Dawve McCarthy
the current Al] Star is a Clon.,
man.

® Dermot, even though vou're no
Junior, your letter wins a prize. We
thank you for your interest in us
and in the G.A.A. generally. Clona-
kilty are to bpe complimented on
their exhibition. This new interest
in our history is something that eqach
club  should wundertake for itself.
(J.M.)

Michael Bonner (aged 12),
Derryhenny, Doochary, Lifford,
Co. Donegal tells us that Paul
MecGettigan had a great game
for Donegal v. Cavan in Letter-
kenny and wants a Cut-Out of
Noel Crossan of Leitrim. His bro.
ther Declan is so fond of
GAELIC SPORT that he’d like
to see it coming out weekly.

® Thanks, Declan. We have
already had Noel as a Cut-Out in
June ’74, You can obtain g copy of
this issue by sending a P.O. for
thirty pence (including postage) to

the address at the end of the
column. (J.M.)
Eugene O’'Brien, Boscobell,

Cashel, Co. Tipperary, finds 1t
hard to get GAELIC SPORT in

|

rmot &sking him for 1

-Phetestat—eopy - of ~same.You~

Cashel.

® Gaelic Sport s available in
Cashel through either Jenkins of
Main Street or Halls of Frair Streer.
If they are sold out they will order
it for you. If vou like You can be-
come an annual subscriber for £4.80
(including postage) and it wil] be
sent direct to your home each
month on publication. (J.M.)

Jeremiah Horgan, Coolavokig,
Lissacreasig, Macroom, Co. Cork,
1Is our last contributor this
month. His favourite hurlers are
John Horgan, Jimmy Barry-
Murphy and Brendan Cummiins.
He wants a Cut-Out of John Hor.
gan or Pat Spillane or Charlie
Nelligan.

Our prizewinners, all of whom
will receive copies of Our Games,
Dublin ’77 and Dialann C.L.C.Q.
1977 are Jimmy Moroney, Sean
Hickey, Christopher Hanngn, Pat-
rick Byrne, Pau] Morrissey,
Danny Thompson and Dermot
McCarthy (7 in all). Congrats to
all.

For new readers of Junior
Desk I'll just mention that in our
column in May 1975 (avail-
able dfrom GAELIC SPORT
Office for 30p (inecl. postage) we
included a tull list of all Ciut-
Outs both black and white and
colour up to that issue. I musit
bring it up to date sometime in
the near future.

Keep writing. The Junior Desk
Awards 1976 will be announced
next month. More surprise prizes
next month too. Please write to:

Junior Desk,

Gaelic Sport,
80 Upper Drumcondra Rd.,
Dublin 9.
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Gerry

McEthinney
Derry

Age: 20
Height: 6 ft. 2 ins.
Weight: 13 st.

Club: St. Mary'’s,
Banagher

Position: Midfield

Senior Infer-
County Debut:
1975

CAREER
HIGHLIGHTS:

Gerry, one of the
most exciting
prospects to arrive
on the senior football
scene in recent years,
has been a
commanding figure
in Derry’s run of
successes overithe
past few seasons.

He helped the
county to their 1975
and 1976 Ulster
senior championship
wins, and was chosen
at right half forward
in the Carrolls
All-Stars team of
1975.

A versatile
footballer who has
appeared with the
county senior team
in @ number of
positions in attack,
as well as at midfield
and centre half back,
he made his senior
inter-county debut
in a Dr. McKenna
Cup tie in April
1975.

Gerry has also put
S his talents on parade
4 with Ulster in the
Railway Cup.
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