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Everyone has different needs when it
comes to space heating. That's why
electric heat is so right for to-day’s style
of living. You decide whether you want a
little or a lot of heat and where and when

you want It.

Coal-effect Fires

Unrivalled as a focal point in any room their
flickering flame effect adds a warm glow even when the
radiant heating elements are not switched on. Coal-
effect fires are availale in a variety of styles to match
any decor or period furnishing. Some models offer a
combination of radiant and convection heating.

Electric Panel Radiators

These thermostatically controlled heaters are
equally suitable for continuous warmth or for short-
term heating such as in bedrooms. They may be free-
standing or wall-mounted and provide a perfect
combination of convection and gentle local radiant

heat,

Iinfra-red Heaters

No waiting for the room to warm up with a
wall-mounted infra-red heater. It provides instant heat,
concentrated where you need it. ldeal for bathrooms,
kitchens, nurseries, workshops. Some models incor-
porate light units giving you heat and light from one
source.

Convectors

Convection is the circulation of warm air
currents. Convected heat provides comfortable all-
embracing warmth throughout the room. Convector
heaters may be free-standing or wall-mounted and
usually have thermostatic controls. Ideal for bedrooms

and nurseries.

Fan Heaters

Wall-to-wall warmth in double-quick time is
the promise of every compact, portable fan heater.
High and low fan speeds and built-in thermostats are
standard features on most models. Fan heaters can also
be used as fans only during warm summer weather.

Storage Radiators

The most economic form of continuous
electric heating, enjoying a special off-peak rate, which
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There are several types of electric heaters
— each one gives the same amount of heat
for the same amount of electricity con-
sumed, but their methods of distributing
the heat differ. See below the wide choice

available to you.

has been available and continues to be available to all
storage radiator users. This special rate, provides heat
at slightly more than half the ordinary domestic price
Storage radiators take in heat during the off-peak hours
at night and dispense this heat slowly throughout the
day, maintaining an even room temperature. Thermo-
stats regulate the amount of heat stored and can be set
to suit individual requirements.

Installation of Storage Radiators requires no structural
alterations and causes only minimal disturbance.

Radiant Fires

Glowing comfort in seconds — that’s the great
advantage of radiant heat. With a portable radiant fire
you can have this glowing warmth wherever you need
it. Most models offer you a choice of using one or two
units of electricity an hour.

Electric heaters are reasonably priced and
attractively designed. They go anywhere, fit in
anywhere, take a minimum amount of space and
blend in with any decor.

For convenience, cleanliness and controllability,
you can’t beat electric heat and it’s economic too - the
cost of using a1 kw heater is less than 2p per hour.

For further advice, consult your nearest E.S.B. shop
or electrical dealer.
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Congratulations to recent award winners —
Alan Larkin (Dublin), Jimmy Barry Murphy (Cork),
Colm McAlarney (Down), Ken Rennicks (Meath),

Michael Kearins (Sligo), Michael O'Sullivan (Kerry),

Paraic Fahy (Galway), Liam O'Brien (Kilkenny),

Mick O'Dwyer (Kerry), Bridget Doyle (Wexford).
P Pat Kirby (Clare)
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EDITORIAL COMMENT

I.S the pulling power of foothall and hurling being harnessed to
anything like the degree that it should? The question is put into
focus by the fact that some recent matches in the club champion-
ships have afttracted splendid attendances.

Take just one example — the Munster football final second
replay at Limerick in mid-January. That match had to compete In
the media with a barrage of publicity fueled by the appearanice the
same day of two former Manchester United stars with Irish soccer
clubs;, |
Yet, Nemo Rangers and Austin iStacks still drew close to 6,000
spectators to their third meeting. The game, in fact, had one of the
biggest crowds at any sporting fixture in the country on that par-
ticular afternoon.

The size of the crowd provides a splendid example of the great
potential that is there for the club championships. But 1s it realistic
to expect that this potential will be fully realised as long as these
championships are played 1n mid-winter?

Let's face it squarely—sport is, generally, n
in the winter months with the elements. And, when the weather
conditons prove uninviting, followers just can’t be blamed if they
prefer the comforts of the fireside and the attraction of TV to an
outing to0 a game, no matter how appealing the fixture.

There is the added factor in Gaelic Games that these winter
club engagements add to the heavy demands on the players, many
of whom are in action almost all the year round as a result of club
and inter-county calls.

There is everything to be said, then, from the viewpoints of
the players and spectators for running off the club tests at a time
of the year when the weather conditions are likely to be more
favourable than is generally the case in December and January.

This brings us up against the old bogey about dates being at a
premium because of an over-loaded calendar. It is a valid enough
argument, especially when one considers that matches will be played
every Sunday right through the current seasomn up to at least the
first week in December !

But problems are made to be overcome, angd as far as the G.AA.
Fixtures List is concerned, it’s time for a radical new approach.

Instead of the present October-to-September year as we know
it, the campaign could start in February with the first round matches
in. the National Leagues, and wind up in October with the Oireachtas
Cup.

The Leagues could be suspended o certain dates to leave iree
Sundays for the championships. A similar arrangement could be
worked out as well to accommodate the club championships.

After all, other sporting or ganisations can run oOff knock-out
scompetitions and leagues over a nine-months season, and what they
can do should be well within the compass of the G.A.A,

strong competition

COVER PHOTO
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ON our front cover this month we spotlight the Texaco Award winners of
1975 in hurling and football: Liam O’Brien (Kilkenny) and John

O'Keeffe (Kerry) respectively. Picking one’'s outstanding stars can be an

unenviable task at the best of times but one would find it very difficult

to argue with the choice of these most popular sportsmen; not alone do

they consistently excel on the field of play, but their conduct of sportsman-

ship sets an example for all others to emulate.

Our Action Picture is from the ‘75 National Football
which featured Meath and Dublin.
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I WOULDN’T have been 3 bit
surprised these past few weeks
to have heard that Jack Mahon
had been clobbered. I mean really
clobbered, black eyes, bust nose,
the lot.

A terrible thing to mention, or
contemplate, but I know a few
fiery females who’d have travel-
led all the way to Galway to take
him on if they had read that piece
in Junior Desk last month, (And
they may still do so).

What, you ask, did Jack write
that was wrong? Well, gentlemen,
1If you didn’t notice, then you, too,
are a male chauvinist etcetera.

But many of the ladies noticed
for sure and I hope colleague
Kitty Murphy will have something
to say about it in her interesting
column.

Yes. but what did big, bold
Jack say? When writing about

entries for his competitjon, “Know

Your County” he said: “Don’t
forget to send on your entry and
if you’re in doubt about any of
the answers ask your Dad. He
will know the answers.”

BUT WHY not Mum as well as
Dad? Judging by the average

match-crowd anywhere there are

plenty of Mums, and Mums-of-the-
future, following Gaelic games.
Maybe they’ve bad memorjes and
maybe Jack Mahon knows it and
maybe that’s why he advised his
Junior Desk competitors to ask
only their Dads.

The truth, of course, is that
Jack put his foot in it. And just
at the end of Women’s Year, to

make his blunder worse. I won.
der what the young girls who
write to his “Mailbas” regularly
have to say?

What must Jack do now? 1
don't know him personally, but
from his picture I can see that
he is really a gentleman deep
down. But even gentlemen make
mistakes at times.

HE MUST NOT DELAY
ABOUT APOLOGISING TO THE
LADIES:

* * *

JACK MAHON isn’t the only
big name in sports writing who
makes mistakes, Con Houlihan of
the “Evening Press” was down
south for a National League
match some time before Christ-
mas and in his column next day
he commented on the attire of
the referee, John Moloney.

It was the first time, Con said,
he'd seen a G.A.A. referee wear-
ing a black outfit, like soccer
referees. This was another break
through in the post-ban era, said
Con.

Well, well, If Con had been
visiting Croke Park these past
few years he’d have noticed that
a neat bhlack outfit — or black
jersey at least — has been com-
mon attire for G.A.A referees on
the big occasions.

If my memory se€rves me right
(I was abroag at the time and
only read about it in the papers
from home) G.A.A referees wera
wearing black before ever the
ban was abolishd.

Watch your step, Con, And if

4

up our Jack
too badly

you don’t, I'll watch it for you:
I'l] wateh it for others, too.
Paddy Downey of “The Irish
Times” made a hames of his ye-
port of one of the Nemo Rangers-
Austin Stacks games. He said
Ger Power of Stacks was Texaco
Footballer of the Year.

As everybody knew then, and
knows now, John O’Keeffe, a
Stacks and Kerry team-mate of
Power, won the Texaco Award.
which was announced only a few
days before Downey wrote his
report.

I intend to open a special cor-
ner here and call it “Blunder-
land”, And I promise nothing in
the press or on the radio and
television, will escape Croak’s
eagle eye

* " *

MENTION OF TEXACQO re-
minds me of their presentation
banquet in Dublin last month. I
hear from a friend whgy had the
good fortune to receive an in-
vitation, that John O’Keeffe spoke
on behalf of the Sports Stars and
acquitted himself with distine-
tion,

The naming of a Super-star
from among the trophy-winners
on the night of the presentation
1s now a feature of the Texaco
awards, It has been in operation
for a few years but a hurler or
Gaelic footballer has yet to re-
ceive the honour.

The jolly sports editors con-
fine this selection tg .the inter-
national scene. Perhaps Simon
Behan of Texaco, a footballer of



renown himself, will remind those
gentlemen this vear that G.AA.
players must not be ignored Iin-
definitely iust because hurling
and football are not played on
the internaticnal circuit.

* * *

THE G.A.A. ARE getting really
tough with R.T.E. over the
coverage given to Gaelic games.
They are perfectly right too —
qlthough the drastic economies
recently introduced in R.T.E.
won’t allow them to meet the
association’s demands, even if
they had the desire to do so

But the G.A.A. must keep on
demanding. Then they will get
what they want and deserve,
when the money is available In
Montrose once more,

Most of the G.A.A. criticism is
centred on television and the
Sunday radio reports. But what
about Sports Final on radio every
day and the sports spot each
morning? G.A.A,  affairs seldom
get their rightful place in either
of those, although hurling and
football are constantly making
news,

I¢ this because the individual
broadcasters are permitted to
show their own likes and dislikes
.. . that there is no editorial
policy and no supervision from
the top?

@® “Nonsense!” writes Andy Croak in retort to “Evening Press” corres-
pondent Con Houlihan’s comments on John Moloney’s new black attire
which apparently the bould Con only noticed just recently. “Was Con
not at last year’s Derry v. Dublin Football semi-final?” asks A.C.
Pictured above at the game mentioned are (from left) Peter Stevenson
(Derry) John Moloney (in black) and Sean Doherty (Dublin).
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ST, Vincent’s pulled a fast
ohe on everybody—except
their friends in the Dublin Co.
Board.

They are now through to the
semi-finalg of the All-Ireland
club football championship, by
the back door.

How come? Let me jog your
memory. The final of the
Dublin championship wasn’t
played last year when U.C.D.
refused to accept the dates
set aside by the Dublin acti-
vities committee, St. Vincent’s
were then awarded the title,
but wouldn’t accept it.

No way, they said. And no
way would they accept an in-
vitation to play in the Leinster
championship, they also said.
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But, lo and behold, when the
time came they were in like a
shot. Because they knew very
well they’'d win it, So much for
a promise. Next thing, I sup-
pose, they’ll turn around and
accept the 1975 Dublin title,

* * *

As you've heard, Ciaran
O’Neill, former secretary of
the Leinster Council, is now

installed in Croke Park, as
financial controller and office
manager,

But why did Ciaran leave the
handy job he had for the diffi-
cult duties now bound to fall
upon him at headquarters.

Rumour has it that an in-
crease in salary was not the
reason, The Director General,

5

Sean O Siochdin, hag turned
sixty years of age, It won't be
that long before the associa-
tion starts to look around for
a Successor,

And when that time comes,
Ciaran O’Neil]l will be nicely
placed—riding along smoothly,
hugging the rails, and hoping
that nobody has slipped in a
dark horse to pip him at the
post.

% # *

The Carrolls selectors will
be meeting some time this
month to name replacements
on the All-Stars teams for the
American tour. Let’s hope they
make a better job of it than
they made of the original
teams.
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Elite group at

the top

in both games '

WHO do you fancy for the All-Irelands of 1976 ? In foot-
ball, perhaps Kerry, Dublin, Cork or maybe Galway or
Derry. Are there any other live candidates ?

In hurling you probably favour
Kilkenny agaip or Cork, maybe
Wexford or just nossibly Lime-
rick, Galway or Dublin,

The point is, however, that the
choice of really outstanding coun-
ties in either hurling or football,
who, therefore, have a strong
realistic hope of taking the
McCarthy or Sam Maguire ‘Cups
is distressingly small. There
seems to be a certain concentra-
tion of power in smaller and less
numerous areas and a consequent
weakening over a large section of
the country. And if this is so, 1s
it a true, traceable trend? Is it
likely to continue, and will it
evolve in a kind of ‘rich gets
richer and poor gets poorer”
spiral?

One is put in mind of parallels
in other sports. A notable develop-
ment in Scottish soccer brought
about the recently constituted
Premier League; in England,
the concentration of power In
large, massively supported clubs
in large catchment areas of popu-
lation has tended to choke the
life out of the smallér, weaker
brethren — Leeds, Liverpool,
Manchester, etc. provide the great
powers of the game and the
spread of smaller clubs in their
shadow have to eke out an exis-
tence with no realistic hope of

shifting the balance in their own
favour,

Some of our counties have long
been placed at a tremendous dis-
advantage because of Serious
population movements outwards
— especially in the age groups
which are the strength of the
games. Building teams of promise
has beep interrupted time after
time by the break-up of the side
before it can reach anything like
its potential as some of the
players have to face the hard
economics of making a living.

Even in more recent years
when actual emigration was not
so draining of playing strength,
the price of this was a distinct
shift in the pattern of living —
movement to large city or urban
areas to the proximity of indus-
tria] development, whether that
meant moving outside the home
county or not. It has entailed a
change. And such change brings
a disturbing period of adjust-
ment, a coming to terms with new
work and mew patterng of life.
Mostly, however, the result is
greater pressures and, therefore,
less time for devotion to football
or hurling in the single-minded
way of other generations.

Most of all, probably, the basic

triba]l loyalty loses itg effect as

far ag players are concerned:
either they live away and go back

7

By Jay Drennan

“home” for matches, their pulse-
beat not quite in tune with the
local people; or they play in their
new environment which can never
have the same deep meaning for
them as pulling on the jersey of
the club in the varish in which
they were born. Generally, there
is a dissipation of the fervour and
concern for performance and fit-
ness and training in that gener-
ation when the movement of
population takes place.

Perhaps the sons of that gener-
ation will have settled in to ab-
sorb their own basic loyalties
from their dwelling places, Mean-
time, however, the weakening of
the rural clubs goes on, There
are few of them now left who
can command respect in the top

ranks of inter-club competition

unless they are those who are
lucky enough to be within easy
commuting distance of substantial
regions of employment,

The tendency is expected to be-
come further accentuated rather
than balanced, so it may be con-
cluded that things will not get
bhetter. Some counties like Leit-
rim have been almost completely
crippled by the outward drain;
it is a significant factor in the
fall from power of 'Cavan; Mayo
have often been unable to keep
young teams of promise together.
But, against that, Kerry has never
been over-inconvenienced by the
fact that their players are often
spread out, though it should be
pointed out that improved em-
ployment opportunities in the
county in more recent years has
had an effect on the build up of
strength at all age levels lately.

Dublin, of course, has bene-
fitted — the number of rural-
born or first generation Dub-
liners you find active in every
aspect of the games is the in-
dication of that. Yet, it is hard
to be dogmatic about gains and

@ OVERLEAF




@ FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
losses, for it could be instanced
that Waterford has been even
better facilitated than, say, Kil-
kenny or Wexford in recent years,

needs no proof,

but they have made little impact
while the health, strength and
solidarity of Kilkenny hurling

The inter-county situation

Keep in step
with
shoe fashion

Everyone likes to keep in step with
tashion. And Tylers make it easy
for you-with the latest designs,
elegant shoes to suit every taste,

in a wide range of fittings.

For Men, for Ladies, for Children—
Tylers have the right shoes—-and at
the right price too!
Step-over to your nearest Tylers

branch -and step right into
tashion and comfort.

For real value in footwear:

ylers

as it is just now appears to be
perpetuating itself because
of the various economic and
social factors of which we
have outlinedq some. Unless
there is change it will be
even more difficult than ever
for Leitrim to hope for that

All-Ireland win; for Cavan

to make their comeback: for

Fermanagh, Longford, Wick-

low, etc. to justify their am-

bitions, Clare and Limerick
should remain solidly in con-
tention; Galway should not
find it so hard to maintain
hurling and football chal-
lenges; Cork should be al-
ways powerful in both games;

Kilkenny should not fall on

lean times; Waterford should

improve; Meath, Kildare and

Louth should be prominent

enough,

But all that is stil] subject to
possibilities and imponderables.
What is more clear is the move-
ments in club strength. Here the
forces we have outlined must
take a muech more firm and in.
exorable effect. Everything points
to the emergence of the powerful
club firmly based in a large area
of population offering a wide
range of facilities because of its
very streéngth and gaining further
strength from its broadened
scope, The Commission certainly
did not give much thought to any-
thing but the bigger club; most
recent trends and tendencies and
schemeg have been clearly to the
benefit of the club of that size.

Club Development, the ideal of
the larger club ang assisteq by
major financial schemes, puts all
kinds of bar, handball, badmin-
ton, squash, ete. facilitieg within
the range of the langer club. But
it places it outside the scope of
the smaller (particularly the
rural) club which could not af-
ford and would not require such
facilities. The difficulty is that
what Is proper and reasonable for
the little eclub — its dressing-

@ TO PAGE 41




CREEDON
CARRIES
A PROUD
FLAG

By Eamonn Young

HE town of Macroom never
reared a fool, they used say
in my young days and whatever
about the other aspects of life
the progressive cluster of houses
nestling between the waters of
Sullane and Lee has givepn great
footballers, God rest you, Thade
Murphy, vou dropped out last
vear after a lifetime of affection
for the game when you had stood
four-square in the goal for Cork
in our sucessful final against An-
trim in 1911. Men like Knocky
Cronin, Frankije Healy, Mick
Gould, Niall Fitzgerald and
Johnny Creedon are only a few
of the many who followed and
now the man whom Macroom
hopes will carry the flag is Tom
Creedon.

Over six feet and thirteen stone,
twenty-one year-old Creedon has
stood at centre-back for Cork
footballers in the Jast three
games of the League. Against
Roscommon, Kildare and Kerry
he showed a steady sense of posi-
tion, a fine drive off the ground
and sure hands. Though Mick
Sheehy was a little too slick for
him in the first half in Cill Airne
the Tralee centre-forward was
still] flying after a great season
and it was no disgrace to be

@® Donie O’Donovan, Cork’s football coa
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ch, is happy

with the county’s mew centre half back.

beaten by him. What I liked about
Tom Creedon was his steadiness
and a sensible policing of his
own area, as it is fatal for a
centre-back to leave his position
in the middle and thus allow a
broad path right ty the goal. In
these days where the over-lap
and the build-up are overdone
very often, especially in the back
line when accurate Kkicking,
either high or low, is often more
effective, the centre-back who re-
fuses to run madly out the field
to join in the attack is a very
sound man. I'm not saying that
a centre-back should always re-
fuse to attack and it’s a long time
since I saw Bobby Beggs of Dub-
lin and Galway do it, while one
doesn’t easily forget that splen-
did solo-run and point which
Tommy Joe Gilmore crashed over
in the 73 AlldIreland. But the test
of the shrewd centre-back is his
suceess when attacking. It's worse
than useless to tear away out the
field and then fail to get back
in time for the ball that has been
lost and driven back in!

After his years in the mational
school at Macroom farmer Tom
Creedon and his wife Majella
sent young Tom, one of seven, to
the boarding school at Baile

9

Mhuirne which shelters under the
woods and heathery slopeg of the
Doire na Sagart mountains along
the rocky curtain between Cork
and Kerry. There his natural love
for footbal]l threw him right into
the delightful hurly-burly of col-

leges competition whence e

emerged as a good corner back in
the final of ’71. Training with
men like Seamus O’Sullivan of
Dohenys, now also making the
grade with Cork and under the
eye of Willie Cooper of Valentia
who played for South Kerry and
Carlow and who taught football
and academics as Brother Jerome,
helped to make our young man
from Macroom,

What an inspiration Tom Cree-
don must have got from Brother
Eugene Crowley of Dunmanway
ig easy to guess, and I for one,
won’t forget his artistry at left
wing for Dublin in the ’fifties
when his name was Mick Murphy.

In class the vice-principal Paid
Murphy of Beantrai tells me that
Tom Creedon was very good at
maths and physies an ability
which sent him on to U.C.C.
whence he hopes to emerge next
June with an engineering degree.
Earnest and dependable, both in

® TO PAGE 37




WE'VE BUILT A CITY

Since our foundation in 1935, the Educational

| Building Society has helped over 25,000 families own

ii‘ their own homes.

|| - And by making it possible for people to buy houses,

| we've made it easier for builders to sell them.

| Thus the EBS plays a vital role in one of Ireland’s major
industries . . . and the Irish economy.

‘!. Forgive us for being proud.

| But it’s not every day you build a city.

And if you keep investing—we’ll build another.
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THE EDUCATIONAL BUILDING SOCIETY
P.0.Box 76, Westmoreland St., Dublin 2. Tel. 782100. A member of the Irish Building Societies Association.

-



SCORESHEET

names in

THERE is little doubt that the

inter-county season stretch-
ing out before us will provide its
generous quota of important scor-
ing feats, and impressive indivi-
dual achievements. But although
demands on leading county teams
are increasing each year match-
wise, I would stil] not be pre-
pared at this stage to take any
bets on any footballer or hurler
making 1976 the year of a first.
ever century of points (goals and
points combined) for the full
season’s programme,

Because, surprisingly enough,
only three new nameg in football,
and four in hurling, have beén
added to the exclusive “Ton Up”
Club during the ’Seventies so far

SEAN (’CONNELL was the
man who ushered the decade in
on ah impressive note when he
became the thirteenth footballer
since these records were intro-
duced in 1955 tp reach three
figures with a haul of 10.96 (126
points) in 25 games 1n 1970, a
total that still stands-as the Derry
county record. |

At that stage 1 certainly did
not think that we would have to
wait until near the end of 1574
for the next new entry in the
football line-up — DERMOT
EARLEY. He finished that sea-
son as the ace marksman nation-
ally in the code, and Roscommon’s
first-ever All-Ireland chart topper
to boot with 10-96 (126 points)—
amazingly enough exactly the
same scoreline as ‘O’Connel]] in his
big year, and what’s more, Earley

No bets on new

the ‘Ton Up’ Club

Michael Kearins
who has topped
the century mark

six times since
1965.

also climbed to that peak in 25
games !

Last year only one footballer
reached three figures, and here
again is-was a case of a new
county record. JIMMY KEAVE.
NEY was the man impressively
on the target, and on the way to
ranking as the country’s leading
scorer in footbal]l for 1975 with
8-95 (119 points) in 20 games he
became only the second Dubliner
to reach three figures.

Previousg to that the Dublin re-
cord stood at 101 points to the
credit of OLLIE FREANEY with
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a scoreline of 5.86 in 17 games In
1959.
But if there have not been

many newcomers to the elite
circle of scorers in football in the
decade, some earlier members
proved prominent headline-
makers in the “shooting for cen-
tury” stakes.

Take, for example, MICHAEL
KEARINS, who first broke the
barrier in 1965, and bettered the
points century again in 1968. He
reached three figures in 1971,
1972, 1973 and 1974, and this run
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More
winners
from
Tipperary

EAMUS O RIAIN, a past
President of the G.A.A., has
come up with a winner—and =z
brilliant headline as well for the
other clubs—with his excellent
book, “Moneygall Hurling Story
1885-19%5.”

This attractively produced
forty-four page publication
superbly traces the history over
the years of a small rural club
that has kept the flag flying con-
sistently, and which finally
reached an outstanding mile-
stone last October by winning
the Tipperary senior hurling title
for the first time.

The author tells the story in
an interesting and very readable
manner, ang the book is set off
by a series of excellent team
photographs.

It is a worthy record of a great
club, ang a ecredit to Seamus
O Riain. Other clubs could
profitably follow this example
from Moneygall.

TIPPERARY YEARBOOK

Alsp to hand from Tipperary
is the “Tipperary G.A.A. Year
Book 1976”, editeqd by Gerry
Slevin, which runs to 100 pages,
and is excellent value at 50n.

The past inter-county year is
reviewed by John O’Grady, while
there is @ comprehensive feature
spotlighting the “Ups and
Downs of Tipperary’s Clubs in
1975.”

Jim Kennedy reports on the
achievements of the Tipperary
ladies football team, while hand-
ball, minor hurling, club grounds

® TO PAGE 15




THE LEAGUES AREL
FULL OF INTEREST
AS PLAY RESUMES

By MICK DUNNE (RTE Sport)

!I\H'E only forecast to make with any safety about the second half
of the National Leagues is that Galway and Meath won’t retain
the titles. Even that prediction isn’'t a certainty since Meath are still
possible, although very improbable, qualifiers for the quarter-finals.

This is, of course, ironic in the
case of Meath. Last season they
came out of “nowhere” to win
the League after capturing the
honours in Division 2. Now that
they are in the premier division
their chances of keeping the title
are so slim that onlyv a combina-
tion of major upsets in form
would get them even to the
knock-out stage.

They would need to beat
Tyrone in Pomeroy, have Mayo
overcome Derry at a Derry venue
and then beat Derry themselves
in a play-off for the runners-up
spot in Division 1B. And on
what we have seen in the finst
half of the competition all that
is unlikely to happen.

Judging on the results of the
first four rounds of the League
the likely qualifiers for the
knock-out stage from Division
1B appear to be Galway and
Derry. But, with Dublin already
straight through to the semi-
finals, the battle for the runners-
up position opens up several

possibilities in Division 1A.
Although Kerry dropped three
points—ag have their neighbours
Cork—the All-Ireland champions
must be favourites to go through
to the quarter-final to meet the
Division 3 winners. But let’s ex-
amine the alternatives. If Cork
heat Offaly in Tullamore and
Kerry overcome Kildare away
then it will be a Kerry-Cork play-
off. If one of these Munster
counties loses, then the other
goes through. But if both Cork
and Kerry both lose on February
1 and Roscommon happen to
beat Dublin—angd that’s in Hyde
Park—then Roscommon would
pip the southern pair for the
quarter-final place.

Therefore it’s not all over yet,
even though only one round of
the divisional matches remains
to be played. Thig is particul-
arly so in the lower divisions. In
Division 2 Antrim are two points
ahead of joint second-placers
Down and Cavan, so an Antrim
defeat at Castleblayney would

® John Connolly, who

led Galway to their

National Hurling League
victory last year.

cause a play-off between the
winners of the Down-Cavan ftie
at Newry and Antrim,

In Division 3 there’s no doubt
about Clare getting to the divis-
ional final again, but the big
question is who qualifies to meet
them. Armagh are two points
better than Donegal and Laois
and Longford are two further be.
hind. If Laols beat Armagh in
Portlaoise when the competition
re-opens and Donegal are s$uc-
cessful at home against West-
meath it will be a three-way tie
at the top of the table. (And
then the Congress delegates, who
so unwisely voted back play-ofts,
would see the errors of their
ways because two Sundays would
be needed to sort that lot out).

Bearing all those possibilities
in mind I hesitate to think about
quarter-finalists, let alone do as
the Editor demands and predict
the likely winners of the title.
But let’s take a chance and antici-
pate these (?) pairings: Kerry v
Clare (or Armagh), Derry v
Antrim. If they are to be fhe
quarter-finalists,; I would be
somewhat more confident fore-

® TO PAGE 39
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dited by KITTY MURPHY

HELLO everybody and welcome

once more. Have any of you
noticed how fashjonable it has
become to have a phobia about
something. The fear of flying,
for instance, seems to be affect.
ing just about everybody who
Is anybody at the present time.
That’s a far cry from the days
of my childhood — 1908 to be
exact! Then I spent the hours
dreaming anq longing, with all
the longing that the heart of 1
child can endure, of that great
day when I would join all those
lucky people up there in the
far-away sky. Day after day I
watched and admired that
glistening silver piece of metal.
There it was in al] its glory,
floating through the clear air,
bringing people over mountain
and sea to some far away place,
My heart leapt and danced with
Joy at the sight of a jet trail. I
followed its course and then
watched it gradually fade and
melt away to become part of
the distant heavens

Many years later I went on my
~first jaunt into space. The
build-up went on for months
and excitement reached fever
pitch. My well-meaning funny-
humoured friends helped me
greatly, through their jnsist.
ence in telling sagas concerning
the lone survivor who was
found dangling from a branch
on some deserted island. Could
I be intimidated? — no, never.
I had my ming well and truly

made up and I was going to fly
for my very first time. I
arrived two and a half hours
ahead of schedule, labelled my
new luggage bags several times
and then enjoyed the company
of my friends for the re-
mainder of the time. Then
came the moment of truth I
waved goodbye — dubious
though it was — to my com-
panions and walked up the
steps with all the assurance of
one much travelled. I took my
seat, fasteneq my seat-belt and
courageously acknowledged the
charming hostess’s emergency
procedure with a smile that
escaped somehow from be.-
tween my chattering teeth.

Take-off was a once-in-a-lifetime

experience. The rev of the
engine, the picking up of speed
on the runway and finally the
lift-of — my childhood dream
come true,

was just beginning to browse
through one of the many maga.
zines I had brought with me
when al] of a sudden something
beégan to happen. There was a
sickening lurch and I decided
this is it, The captain told us
we were approaching the coast
of France and not to worry as
we were experiencing slight
turbulence. He' could have
fooled me but his interpreta-
tion of the word slight didn’t
tally with mine, Faces all about
grew pale and wan, I said my
Act of Contrition with all kinds
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0of extra promises and resolu-
tions thrown in for good meas.
ure. There was still no im.
provement. I began to recal] all
those dreadful stories about
lone and not-so-lone survivors.
But why should it happen to
me? After all, this was my very
first flight I grew weaker and
weaker as I watched the
streaks of lightning light up the
hitherto black sky. My God,
there was no hope.- Everyone
was strangely quiet, but then I
figured that was the quiet of
tear. Why, I asked myself, did
I choose this unnatural mode
of conveyance? Couldn’t T have
stayed in my own land as I
always had done? But no, I
wanted gso badly to get wup
there. Now I wanted so badly
to get back down. I promised
the Lord that if I got back this
once I would never, save on a
swing, venture above ground-
level again! And apart from
standing on a chair to change
the light bulb in my flat I don’t
think I’ve ever b€éen more than .
two feet off the ground since.
“Better to be a live coward
than a dead tourist” I always
say.

Recently I watched a TV pro-

gramme which featured four
very interesting businesg
people, each of whom had a3
phobia about flying, To make
matters worse, flying was an
integral part of each one’s
livelihood. Facts had to be




saced and a cure had fto be
found. No. 1 came three hours
ahead of schedule, joined
several friends in the lounge
and overcame his dilemma by
having just another one for the
sky. No. 2 arrived armed with
his Book of Crosswords and
applied himself with the con-
centration of John Newton. No,
3, a lady traveller, brought
along her embroidery and gave
that her undivided attention.
No. 4, the last of the phobiasts,
couldn’t face the moment of
truth and left it so late that he
had to sprint the length of the
tarmac to catch hig flight.
Have any of you ever spared a
thought for the sportsman whg
might be phobia smitten. What
about the usually brilliant full
forward who one day stands
stuck to the ground as his
counterpart picks every ball
out of the sky? We sheuldn’t
point the finger. Maybe the
poor fellow is suffering from
vertigo and has been fighting
a losing battle all those years.
What about the goalie who might
suddenly be stricken with
claustrophobia. The confines of
the goal prove too much for
him. In a moment of new-found
freedom he sees his escape and
strolls a few paces outfield.
Suddenly the whole world is
“agin” him. The ball out-hops
him in return and rolls on its
ominous course into the wun-
guarded goal.

Did you ever spare a morsel of
pity for the unfortunate who
suffers from agoraphobia. He
gets the ball and finds that
there is no one near him, Sud-
denly the open space proves
too much He starts running
like a March hare in the direc-
tion of the crowd. He gets rid
of the ball — usually quickly
and to a fellow on the other
side. The “enemy” doesn’t look

a gift horse in the mouth and
being phobia-free makes a very
profitable foray into the open
space!
suppOse everyone suffers from
a phobia of one kind or
another. I know some€body for
whom the dread of heights is
such that the cliff walk at
Howth has proven too much!
For others it’s the fear of going
underground — they just about
survive the railway tunnel in
the Park. I must admit my own
phobia is very definjitely a fear
of the dark, and couple that
with an over-active imagination
and you’ll understand why
It takes all the strength that
my spirit can mauster
Just to keep jogging along.

It may all sound very amusing

but what 1 “see” in the dark
just isn’t funny. If the door of
the wardrobe happens to be
open, a being gets into every
coat and jacket theren and
prepares to walk out into the
room. The curtains begin to
bulge and there are at least
two people behind each one.
What are they doing? The very
least I can expect is that they
are waiting to devrive me of
my life’s savings — all sixty-
five pence! The ray from the
street light gives poor solace.
Every few minutes something
dark passes by. So I am right,
there must be someone in the
room. Here goes, I can’t bear
it any longer — I'll scream.
Some know-all solves the
mystery — every now and then
a leaf is seen to fall in the
path of the light. Well at least
something did cause if.

So much for the dark of the city

but you haven’t lived till
you’'ve walked a few hundred
yards at night in the country.
The strangest things happen.
Every bush takes legs and
begins to walk. Every cow

CAELIC SPORT-THE MAGAZINE THE PLAYERS READ
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decides to wplay you along,
making life all the more fret-
ful, before giving her mop of
recognition. The horse lying
contentedly inside the ditch
decides to throw a tantrum—
his idea of giving you a night-
mare. And that’s nothing to
the jump the body takes when
a bird decides to flutter his
way out from between the
branches of a tree. Ah, yes, all
these creatures contribute very
handsomely to make night life
miserable for the likes of me.
However, despite everything,
morning still follows night and
with the break of day

Heaven smiles, and faiths and

empires gleam
Like wrecks of a dissolving
dream.

And now, my friends, I must
away. Jack Mahon—thank you
very much for your kind com-
ments recently. Indeed, you
yourself, Jack, have succeeded
in a very fine way in com-
municating with our young
boys and girls all over the
country. The best of luck to
you.

LTI AAT VATV WVAAAALA

TIPPERARY
WINNERS

@ FROM PAGE 12

and youth and the G.A.A. are
just some of the other subjects
covered in this very comprehe:-
sive and well presented book.

The vear book is well 1llustra-
ted throughout, and all in all
makes a bright and welcome ad-
dition to the G.A.A. library of
publications.

Tipperary G.A.A. Year Book
1976. Published on behalf of the
Tipperary County G.A.A. Board
by “The Guardian”, Summerhill,
Nenagh.  Editor Gerry Slevin.
Price 50p.



EE

- Onall grounds...

. AlliedIrishare
- thepeopleyou
can bank on.

= e

. ~ Allied Irish Banks
Banking for a better future

ARKS




COACHING

G.A.A. SHOWN UP IN
BAD LIGHT
BY F.A.l. INITIATIVE

By MICK DUNNE (RTE Sport)

N item in the newspapers before Christmas set

me thinking about how backward the G.A.A.
still is in the matter of ccaching. As the leading
sports organisation In this country it is away
behind the times — and much behind all others —
in providing a comprehensive coaching scheme for
its games.

These thoughts were prompted by the report
that John Jarman, the Welshman who has been
National Coach for soccer in the Twenty-Six
Counties, made at the end of his first 18 months 1In
office. Among other things, he has travelled 22,000
miles organising coaching courses, film shows and
matches for boys — and girls, too, mind you — to
prcmote soccer at juvenile and youth level.

This is Jarman’s full-time occupation. His salary
is paid by the F.A.L, a body whese financial revenue
even in the best years is nowhere comvarable with
the income of the much better-off G.A.A. Yet, the
G.A.A., with far greater resources, still hasn’t got
sround to the appointment of a national coach—
either part-time or full-time.

Around the same time I read the revort of
Jarman’s activities I saw a clip of television film
showing the soccer coach presenting ccaching
certificates to @a group of boys at St Funan’s
College in Letterkenny. This strikingly underlined
for me the success of the F.AI’s national coach
because, in my days as a young journalist when 1
was concerned with the coverage of colleges’ foot-
ball and hurling, St. Eunan’s was one of the great
nurseries of Gaelic football. Under the tutelage of
former Cavan star John Wilson, it was oOne of the
powers of Ulster colleges’ football. Times, indeed,
have changed.

For far too long coaching was a dirty word In
the G.A.A. even though sport, in modern times,
recognised all over the world the need for it. That
attitude has changed, thank Heaven. But the change
was so slow coming that it was only in December
1974 that the Association set up a national coaching
advisory council with members nominated by presi-
dent Donal Keenan.

Thig is still only an ladvisory council and so far
they have not reached the stage of actually organis-
ing nationwide coaching courses for youngsters.
That day, in fact, is still some way off, although
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certified coaches are now about to be rated qualified
to conduct such courses. But in 1976 this is at least
five, if not ten, years too late.

Intensive coaching for hurling was advocated as
far back as November 1964 when the Hurling Com-
micsion issued its Revival Plan. But these recom-
mendations were put into effect only in limited
fashion by holding the annual Gormanston course;
the necessary follow-through of local coaching
courses 'was never implemented on a country-wide
basis.

Even then coaching for football was still
trowned on and Congress 1967 voted 124 to 113 to
reject a Meath motion calling for a national coach-
ing course. Now the wheel has turned full circle
and the man who was so bitterly criticised when
he proposed that motion — former Down player
Joe Lennon — was one of Dr. Kennan’s nominees
to the advisory council.

This council, under the chairmanship of Frank
Lynch, the ex-Louth and Leinster footballer, has
been working assiduously over the past year and
we must hope that the time is near when they will
organise worthwhile courses for our juveniles. They
do, of course, labour under the handicap of having
to deal with two games — unlike any other sports
body in the world — and whatever they do for
hurling must also be done for football. It must
never be forgotten that football has many weak
counties, too.

No matter what the cost, the G.A.A. has an
obligation to conduct such courses for young
hurlers and footballers if it is to carry out 1its
primary aim, which is the “preservation and pro-
motion of Gaelic games’. The most important word
in that excerpt from the charter is ‘‘promotion”
and, as soccer coach John Jarman and many others
have discovered, one of the best means of pro-
moting the games 18 through the coaching of
youngsters.

The Irish Handball Association found this out
over the past few years. The work of their national
coach, Pat Kirby, who has travelled the length and
bhreadth of the 32 countles to conduct courses, has
been responsible — as much as anything else — for
the current tremendous boom in the game of hand-
ball.
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Retirement of

Gerry Arthurs

great blow to

Ulster Gaels

T'-HE Ulster Council, which has held the fort so suverbiy we’l for
the Associztion in the good times and the bad over the years,

will never be the same aggain.

After 40 years as secretary,
Gerry Arthurs hag given notice
of his intention to retire at the
Coungil’s Annual] Convention
which will be held in Belfast on
March 6.

Although there has been
speculation for some time that
Gerry’s decision was imminent,
the actual confirmation of his
resignation has come as a shock
to his tens of thousands of
friends throughout the country.
For Keady (Co. Armagh) born
Gerry Arthurs was more than
secretary to the Council; he was
in many, many ways the Council
itself.

Already the hunt is on for a
successor who faces the enor-
mous task of following in the
footsteps of an official whose
contribution to the growth of the
Association throughout the North
will never be fullv appraised.

Gerry Arthurs came to promin-
ence as a legislator while still a
stripling as  secretary and
treasurer of the Armagh County
Boarg (in fact, he was county
secretary for secme 16 vears and
treasurer for 40),

But it was in 1934 that he
officially burst on to the Dro-
vincial scene when he was ap-

pointed Ulster Councll treasurer
in succession to Mcnaghan’s
Eoin Duffy. Some mozths later
he was to become secretary,
carrying out the duties of both
offices until the following year’s
convention.

Although officially secretary
ever since, his finger has rarely
been out of the financi:l nie and
it is accepoted by all that the
Council’s soung standing today
is a lasting monument to his
businesg acumen,

The growth of the Associztion
under his administration has
been phenomenal, despite the
fact that he was also clerk to
Keady Urban Distriect Council
until Local Government was
reorganised in the North a few
vears ago. How he combined
both ©vositions so successfully
will remain a mystery.

Ground develonTent 1n the
province has leaned beyond
even his wildest dreams, while
the number of clubs has doubled
to around 600, orogress which
would have been regarded as so
much pie in the sky away back
in 1934.

Gerry’s single big regret 1s
that hurling has not yet made
the really significant break-
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By
DAN ._
McAREAVY

through. However, he cites Derry
as a good examble of how
dedication and effort ‘“can bring
back our oldest and greatest
national game”.

While he will always be re-
garded as among the country’s
most able legislators, Gerry
Arthurs was a footballer and
hurler of well above average
ability. He started playing for
his loecal club when he was 14
and a few years later, in 1924,
he was leading the reocrganisa-
tion of football in the county.

This revival cambpaign bore

fruit two years later when
Armagh had the honour of
bringing the first All-Ireland

title — the junior football — to
the province. In fact, Gerry was
captain of the team which won
the Ulster championship and
played against Sligo in the
semi-final but was a reserve for
the historic final with Dublin.
For years afterwards he was a
member of the county side.

I have said that the Ulster
Council will never be the same
again after March 6 next, How-
ever, many a match has been
won from the sidelines and it is
heartening to know that Gerry
Arthurs will be there to help to
guide the destiny of the organisa-
tion which he has done so much
to fashion,
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T says much for Eddie Keher’s
dedication, drive, enthusiasm
and uniaue skills that he has
emerged as the GAELIC SPORT
hurler of 1975, based on the all-
the-year-round rankings. It’s a
noteworthy achievement for any
player to gain this proud distine-
tion; it is something extra spec-
ial, however, to climb to the posi-
tion at 33 vears of age, and at a
time when there is such a strong
emphasis on svort being “a young
man’s game.”

Yet, no one will seriously deny
that the master craftsmaen from
Kilkenny continues to marshal
his great skills in a way that
marks him out as one of the most
dynamic match-winners and col-
ourful personalities in any
branch of Irish snort. Despite
his long innings, an innings that
has brought him every possible
major honour in hurling, he con-
tinues to torment defences with
those flashes of real genius, and
spot-on finishing that have kept
him such a commanding figure
nationally for so long.

One can recall many exciting

KKeher:
King of

huriers

By
NEIL
McCAVANA
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ddie Keher, who scored 2-7 in Killkenny’s victo-r

over Galway in last year’s All-Ireland Hurling final.

‘nctancez of Keher fluently dis-
playinz his great renertoire of
skills to telling effect at the
hizhest level in the nast year. In-
deed, it is a snlendid tribute to
his dedication and exnertice that.
a'though the Railway Cun final of
last March was his first game of
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1975 due to injury, he was still

~hle to mark the occasion with

scme gnlendid woints scoring n

9 7ne general disnlay that made

him one of the stars of Leinster’s

successful defence of the title.
Then, again, one remembers

® TO PAGE 23
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the flashes of Keher magic 1in
the Leinster final win over Wex-
ford, while his contribution to
the All-Ireland final victory over
Galway, which included a splen-
dig haul of 2-7, cannot be under-
valued either.

These are just some of the

many golden moments in the past.

year that helped the Rower-
Inistioge hurler to finish clear of
the field in our Top Ten hurling
chart . . . memories that give a
further exciting dimension to a
career that now leaves Eddie
Keher, more truly than ever, a
prilliant star apart.

The great career of the Kil-
kenny ace in the senior inter-
county grade stretches as far
back as 1959, and like so many
before him—and since—he Dpre-
ceded his entry into the big-time
by making his mark in minor and
Colleges’ competitions.

In fact, he won two All-
Ireland Colleges’ medals and four
Leinster minor awards among
the schoolboys.

Less than three vears after his
entry to the premier inter-county
ranks came the elegant Kilkenny
sharpshooter’s first national
medal in the grade — for the
League final of 1962. The fol-
lowing vear when adding an All-
Ireland senior souvenir to his
collection, he left an indelible
mark in the final win over Water-
ford by shooting 0-14, ten points
from frees.

Another important milestone
in the sparkling career of the
hurler extraordinary was passed
out in May 1966 when he played
a big vart in helping Kilkenny
to a first maior final win over
Tipperary in 43 vears. That was
for the League title.

It is a remarkable tribute &s
well to the consistently high stan-
dard of hurling that he has
turned in vear after vear that
Keher has shared in every one
of Leinster’s eight Railway Cuv
final wins since 1964, and that
he also brought his total of All-
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® Sidelined by injury Eddie anx-
wously watches the play in the
1973 All-Ireland final between
Kilkenny and Limerick.

Ireland medals to six last Sep-
tember.

This facility for keeping on top
in seasons of almost non-stop
effort ig further mirrored by the
fact that he has been included
in every single Carrolls All-Stars
team since the initial selection
of 1971.

And, of course, all the time
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¥ OMEGA

Eddie Keher has been banging
home the goals and points with a
fluency that has rarely, if ever,
been seen in the history of hur-
ling and football.

There was that remarkable day
in 1971 when his razor-sharp fin-
ishing technique vielded another
handsome dividend in an All-Ire-
land decider. In the clash with
Tipperary he scored 2-11, the
highest recorded individual total
in an All-Ireland senior final.

Then, how about this for =
scoring spectacular ? 194 points
in a single year’s programme :
Yes, that’s what Eddie Keher
bagged in only 21 games in 1972
when he headed the national
chart that year with a score of
90 goals and 134 points. A Tec
ord that will take a deal of beat-
ing in the years ahead.

Co-ordination, balance, the
ability to effortlessly turn on the
skills at the highest level, and
under the most intense of com-
petition, razor-sharp technique
and  sportsmanship par-excel-
lence are among the character-
istics that help make Eddie
Keher unique.

Long may he continue to thrill
us !

SPT100O

' // DIGITAL HAND TIMER

* Four programmes — timing single

uninterrupted event, sequential events,
timing with display of intermediary times,
timing with deduction of time out periods.

* Select programme, only one button to
press, so more precise results.

* No danger of returning accidentally to zero.
* Low battery indicator,

* Choice of long lasting, easily exchangeabie
batteries or rechargeable batteries.

PI'ICe £160 * Omega SP 100 available from jewellers.

Official timekeeper
for the
1976 Olympic Games.

Mantréal 1976
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7 OMEGA, TISSOT,
UANCO, AUDEMARS PIGUET.
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@® Liam O’Brien, tireless
madfielder from James
Stephens in Kilkenny.

E all .have our views as to the
players who could stamp
their personalities prominently
on the inter-county season that
swings into top gear with the re-
sumption this month of the
National Leagues. However, one
appears on firm ground in fore-
casting that two of the heroes of
1975, John O’Keeffe and Liam
O’Brien, will again capture many
of the coming headlines

I’'m not just saying this be-
cause the pair starteq the New
Year in the best nossible manner
last month by stepoing yo for the
coveted Texaco trophies for
Gaelic Games.

The awards gave an added and
well-deserved emphasis to the
prominent roles O’Keeffe and
O’Brien played in creating the
mood for the All-Ireland senior
title wins of Kerry and Kilkenny.
The trophies are also further
spléendid tributes to the high
qualities of the mighty full back
from the Austin Stacks club in
Tralee, and the tireless midfielder
from James Stephens in Kilkenny,

But, while the Texaco trophies
must inevitably mark important
high points in the careers of John
O’Keeffe and Liam ‘O’Brien, it is
their now well nroven ability to
turn on the style regularly — an4

worthy wini

at the top level ag well — that
has them already ahead of so
many 1n my book as men likelyv
to nrovide many of the new pro-
gramme’s most memorable talk-
ing points.

One does not have to turn to
the record books for bright ex-
amples in this regard, even long
before the dawn of the campaign
that was climaxed by those re.
cent Texzco awards.

Indeed, I can recall from very
early in the career of O’Keeffe a
powerful disvlay at centre half
back when leading St. Brendan’s,
Killarney, to the 1969 All-Irelangd
Colleges’ senior footbal] title —
the only occasion as vet that the
trophy went to Kerry.

And, a bright memory that
comes down through the years
from the 1972 All-Ireland senior
hurling final is of the progressive
midfield nley of O’Brien, comple.
mented by svlendid long rance
points scoring, from frees and
play, that vielded five valuable
scores, in Kilkenny’s win gver
Cork.

One could go on and on in this
vein, but it is sufficient now to
add that over the years this pair
have grown in stature with play
of a standard that has been brim-
ful of intellgence and inspiration.
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Texaco tre

It iz interesting, too, that John
O’'Keeffe and Liam “Chunky”
O’Brien have much in common.
Each made his senlor inter-
county debut in 1969 after having
played earlier in the inter-county
minor and under-21 grades,.

O'Keeffe was the voungest
pl=yer in the final when he made
his first appearance in an All-
Ireland senior decider in 1970,
and it was a winning outing zs
well, as Kerry beat Meath that
year. Then, in 1972, O’Brien was
the youngest member of the Kil-
kenny side that mastered Cork—
and that was also his first experi-
ence of the tension of an All-
Ireland senior decider.

The six-footer from Kerry has,
of late, carved out such a big re-
putation for himself as a full back
that we tend to overlook the fact
that he is a versatile young man
who has also won major honours
in a number of other positions.

Take cenire half back, It was
there that O’Keeffe, who is now
24  won his first All-Ireland
senior medal in that 1970 game
with Meath, There, too, he col-
lected Railway Cup medals with

Munster in 1972 angd again last

March.
Then, there is the accomplished
Southerner’s powerful footbal]l at
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midfield. It wag in the centre that
he helped the Combined Univer-
:ities to their only Railway Cup
title wip in 1973, and later in the
vear he collected the first of his
two Carrolls All Stars awards as
a2 centre field player.

Since settling in at No. 3 for
Kerry at the start of the 1974-75
National League, John O’Keeffe
has exercised his many execiting
gualities — coolness, depend-
ability, sure-fielding and intelli-
gently vlaced clearances among
them—to such telling effect that
he is without doubt not only a
great asset to the county side,
but one of the most accomplished
players in the position today.

The Tralee man, who has won
county senlor championghip
medels in Dublin (with U.C.D.)
and Kerry, and collected a s2cond
Carrolls All Stars award last De-
cember, is at oresent on a post-
graduate course in England. His
studies there may curtail hig ap-
pearznces in the coming National
League games, but he will be
available for the Kerry bid to re-
tain the Munster and All-Ireland
Crowns,

One way or another, then, John
O’Keeffe, a mighty master of the
“ull back art, should again prove

a dominant figure in the crunch
games of 1976.

O’Brien is out of steo with
O’Keeffe in one regard at least.
Although the Kerry man numbers
National League medals among
his collection, this is now the
only major award that has so far
eluded the lightly built and artis.
tic Noresider.

However, the 26-year-old Lein-
ster man of the great artistry,
pace and competitive spirit, has
reaped an extra rich harvest in
other directions. When Kilkenny
retained the Liam McCarthy Cup
in September he brought his haul
of All-Ireland senior medalg to
three. Later came another proud
treble with his selection for the
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& ﬂhn O’Keeffe (right), mighty full back from the
Austin Stacks Club in Tralee.

third vear in succession at centre
field in the Carrglls All Stars
hurling side.

O'Brien, who, it will surprise
many to learn, is a former county
mwinor goalkeever, has alsg been
pulling his weight in fine style
‘n Leinster’s greatest era ever 1n
the Railway Cuv. Last Mzrch he
gained his second interprovincial
medal.

On the club scene, tog, this ex-
quisitely balanced midfielder of
the superb ball control and limit-
less energy, has made a big im-
pact. One of his most important
successes here was in November
last when he helved James
Stepheng to their first Kilkenny
county senior title win since 1969.
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SEARCH IS ON

FOR NEW

LEADER OF G.A.A.

HE Easter Congress in Ennig will have the task of electing a new
President to succeed Dr. Donal Keenan whose term of office
ends this year. The names of a number of notential candidates have
long been in circu’rtion. At this early stage it is immossible to
estimate how many of these will actually face the electors, but
certainly all cf tkose who have been mentioned are worthy of the
highest honour the Association can bestow,

However, there is one point
that worries me. Are we asking
too much of our Presidents nowa-
days? It seems to me that there

is scarcely a G.A.A. occasion from

one end of the country to the
other to which the President is
not invited. It is not humanly
possible for any man tg fulfil all
those engagements, Yet all Presi-
dents in recent years have at-
tempted to attend as many func-
tions as they vpossibly can, and
not always with the best of con-
sequences for their health.

In addition, since the G.A.A.
is sp completely democratic an
organisation, its demeccratically
elected Presidents are people
who in their private capacity have

to work for their livelihood. Is it
fair, then, to ask them to drive
perhaps a couple of hundred
miles of an evening to present
medals, and then drive back all
those miles again to snatch a
couple of hours sleep before turn-
ing out to their work or profes-
sion again at the normal time
next morning?

Is that being fair to our Presi-
dents?

I do not think so, especially
when one considers the greatly
increased number of Croke Park
meetings he has to attend since
the administration of the Associ-
ation was diversifieq in accord-
ance with the findings of the
McNamee Commission.
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So I believe it is high time
that we gave our Presidents a
better deal by cutting down the
calls upon them to much more
reasonable limits. Who 1is to
decide what is reasonable and
what ig not I do not know. Per-
haps the Management Committee,
But surely it all boils down in
the end to a matter of common-
sense,

If we cannot do that, there
seems to be only one logical al-
ternative and that is to elect a
far younger man than any we
have seen in the chair of the
Association for at least 20 years.

On the other hand, it has al-
ways been traditional to elect asz
President a man who has proved
his worth in long and steady
years of apprenticeship as Chair-
man of County Board or Provin-
cial Council, and County Board
chairmen in their thirties, not to
say in their twenties, are the eX-
ception rather than the rule. All
the men whose names have been
thus far mentioned as probable
Presidential candidates are well-
seasoned already. T. P. O’Reilly.
Jimmy Gray, Ger McKenna are
al] past or present County Board
chairmen, as is Tom Loftus.
Loftus, Mick Feeney and Paddy
McFlynn are past chairmen of

Provincial Councils, All of theém

are within the age group irom
which every President for the
past 20 years has been drawn.

Oddly enough only one of them
is a former star of the playing
fields who has won All-Ireland
medals. That is T. P. O'Reilly,
who holds All-Ireland and Rail-
way Cup trophies won with Cavan
and Ulster.

Jimmy Gray, of course, kept
gopa] for Dublin in an All-Ireland
hurling final and he too holds
Railway Cup medals won with



Leinster, but then the possibility
of his candidature is, as I write,
no more than a rumour.

As I have said, all the candi-
dates mentioned thus far are
fully qualified for the post, all
are able men, and whichever of
them does become President will
have plenty of work to do, even
if he were never to open a new
field or present a set of medals.

The activities of the entire
Association have become so wide-
spread, so complex and yet so
interlocked that any part-time
Presidents (and there i1s no way
under the present Constitution
that we can have any other kind)
is going to find himself hard-
pushed to Kkeep himself fully
posted with the progress being
made by the multiplicity of com-
mittees and schemes that are at
present going full blast.

Indeed, if present trends con-
tinue, the remark I made as a
joke a year or two ago, that we
would have to set un a special
committee to keep track of the
multitude of committees, may be
a joke no longer but a matter
of necessity.

Whoever is elected President
of the G.A.A. for the next three
vears will not have an easy task,
any more than Pat Fanning and
Donal Keenan, the two Presidents
since the Commission, have had
easy tasks. He too will have the
problem, as they have had, of
leading the Associatlon In a
changing world, adapting to meet
changing conditions without
changing the principles on which
the G.A.A., has stood so stead-
fastly since its foundation,

It is mot an easy task. It will
not become any easier with the
passing of the years. It s a task
that calls for dedication, deter-
mination, and perhaps nowadays
especially, diplomacy above the
ordinary.

In the future, possibly even
more than in the past, the Presi-
dent of the G.A.A. will need more

than a fair share of courage.
He will also need clearheaded-
ness, coolness and, above all, the
complete co-operation of the
Association at every level. The
difficulties that have been posed
in the past few years by too much
affluence may be succeeded by

financia] difficulties as the €con-
omic pendulum inexorably swings

the other way. Indeed, finance
could well be the major problem
that will have to be faced during

the term of office of whoever is
elected at Ennis,

But the G.A.A. has come
through many a financial and
economic crisis before. There i3
no reason to believe that this gne,
too, cannot be successfully sur-
mounted. .

So I wish all the best to wha-
ever the new President may be,
and the best of luck as well in
the confident hooe that luck will
be the least of his needs.

¥

__from Concrete Products of
Ireland Limited, makers of Marley
Rooftiles, Besser Bricks and Blocks
and Bes-Stone Split Blocks, the
materials used in the best buildings.

1

Concrete Products of Ireland Limited,
Lucan, Co. Dublin. Telephone 280631
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MICHAEL BOYCE, HANDBALL CHIEF

ITTLE has been said or writ-
ten about Michael Boyce, the
reigning President of the Irish
Handball Council, who was elect-
ed to that position at last year’s
Annua] Congress.

Thig is hardly surprising either,
for Boyce is of that make-up, that
shuns the glare of publicity, but
would rather be judged on the
results of constructive work.

Born in Scariff some thirty-
eight years ago, he went to the
local school and later to the now
defunct St. Senan’s Secondary
School in Killaloe,

With a flair for handball from
an early age it was in the natura]
order of things that he should be-
ccme connected with the Tuam-
sraney Handball Club which 1is
only one mile from Scariff. He
played there, as one of the club’s
most consistent competitors until
he was 18 when his employment
took him to Limerick.

He was absent from handball
affairs then for nearly ten years
unti] he rejoined the Tuamgraney
Club around 1865 and, subse-
quently was elected Chairman, a
position he has held ever since.

It was during his term of office
that the old court at Tuamgraney
was rencvated, roofed and flood-
lit

Further administrative duties
fell his way — Treasurer of the
Clare County Board in 1967,
Chairman in 1968 and Secretary
in 1969,

During his term of Secretary-
ship, which continued until his
election as President, Boyce was
also the Clare delegate on the
Munster Handball Counci]l and
the provinee’s delegate to Central
Council.

His credentials for the onerous
post of Handball President hardly
need any further exposure. 1
like the compliment paid to him

A PROFILE by SEAN CLERKIN

by Secretary Caimin Jones at the
Convention of the Clare Board
this year.

Jones described the election of
Beyce to the Presidency, as a
fitting tribute to Clare Handball
and, to a man whose devotion and
centribution to the game at club,
ccunty, provincial and Central
Council levels can never be fully
assessed.

And, when one further realises
the rate of handball development
in Clare itself, it becomes evident
just how active Boyce has been
within the county.

In Ennis, the two international
sized heated courts being built by
the Christian Brothers Past
Pupils’ Union are nearing com-
pletion and should be officially
opened shortly.

There has also been the equally
satisfving develepment Dby the
O’Callaghan Mills G.A.A, Club at
Kilkishen.

This took the form of a 40 x 20
court, incorporated into the recre-
ational facilities of the club,

In recent weeks, too, the foun-
dations for a new 40 x 20 court
have been laid in Tulla, in the
grounds of the National School,
while plans are also advanced for
the construction of three small
courts, adjacent to the school
grounds, at Toonagh, Ruan.

With similar plans envisaged
for Clarecastle, Cooraclare and
Tuamgraney, and with signs of a
revival in ‘Ogonelloe and Inagh.
it is obvious that wonderful pro-
gress has been made in Clare.

Boyce must take his due share
of credit for these developments,
not to mention his words of ad-
viee and encouragement for the
many projects which have com-
menced at national level since his
election,

Resident in Limerick, and mar-
ried with three children — Mary
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13, Thomas 12 and Kijeran 10,
Michael is well aware of the part
he can nlay, during his term of
office, in the further promotion
of the game. L

He holds some very specific
views. He reckons, for instance,
that a G.A.A, Club, without an
indoor thandball court, no matter

how good a club it may be other-

wise, ig only flying on one wing.

Without the handbal] court it is
inactive for too much of the year
and therefore cannot hope to re-
tain the loyalty of its members
if counter attractions are avail-
able.

Michael also reckons that Ciste
Gae] is the best fund-raising met-
hod available to Clubs, and that
every effort should be made to
expand the present system,

On the 40 x 20 game, the Presi-
dent feels that 1t will attract
many beoble who wish to plav
the game for recreational pur-
poses and would not be physically
fit enough to olay in the 60 x 30
court.

Ideally, he says, the two games
should operate side by side with
one supplementing the other.

And, as a parting reminder,
Boyce stresses the importance of
having the game promoted in all
educational establishments. This
would involve an exercise 1n sales-
manship — that of proving the
henefits of ‘handball to the
teachers in these establishments.

With one year of his three-year
term as President completed, it
is apparent that Michae] Boyce,
from Scariff, hag made his mark.
A man of progress and vision and
with youth on his side, one has
no fears for the continued expan-
sion of the game.

We wish him success during the
rémaining vears of his Presi-
dency,
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Paddy Downey, Gaelic Games correspondent, writes with knowledge,
insight, sound judgement and a flair for capturing the colour and thrills

of the big occasion and big occasions are many in Gaelic Games. His
reports and comments are balanced and fair but then, you'd expect

all that from a writer who has won the Gallaher Award for the best
National Sports Story of the Year — not once but twice in succession —
and that’s the highest prize there is in Irish Sports journalism. Read

The Irish Times and judge for yourself. Of course it's not just a one-man
team. You'll like the rest of them too.
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FRANK VIEWS ON
WEMBLEY GAMES

HE annual Wembley Games
have been beset by a series
of problems this Yyear, making
their future somewhat uncertain.
Discussion on the Games has
been widesoread, and we thought
you would be interested in the
views on the matter from some
top personalities.

SEAN O’NEILL

The organisers will have to
examine the format of the
Games. Ipn recent years they
have dcne too much chopping
and changing. Let them decide
exactly who they want, and then
impress upon them the 1mport-
ance of sticking to that decisi~n.

I'm not sure that I would like
to see the Railway Cup exported
__unless as a last resort. The
Games have a future if some
thought is given to its organisa-
tion.

JIMMY DUGGAN

1 wouldn’t like to see 1t scrap-
ped. But if it’s to continue, big
changes will have to be made
in its format and organisation.

Vou mention moving the Rail-
way Cup finals to London, I
would have noO objection to It.
And if it helped swell the crowd
at Wembley, then it would be
marvellous.

The counties can help too, by
accepting the invitations to send
teams to London. These days
County Boards are too quick to
tell London that they can’'t acc-
ommodate them.

PAT HENDERSON
It’s unfortunate that the dates

on which the games are staged,
follow so soon after the All-Stars
trip to San Francisco. It’s a bit
much to expect the All-Ireland
champions to play in Wembley
each year after returning irom
such a tour. And yet these are
the teams who would probably
attract the biggest attendances
in London.

If a new date was found, I
think the games could have a
great future. After al]l more
people watch them, even now?a-
days, than see the All-Stars
games in the United States.

As for the players, in my eX-
perience, the lads have always
enjoyed the trip, and 1 know they
would hate to see them finish.

GER O’KEEFFE

“For the sake of the followers
of the games 1n England, 1 would
like to see them continue. The
crux has arisen over the dates.
Maybe the move to October will
help matters, I sincerely hope so-

1 would not be in favour of
allowing the Railway CuD final
go acrossg the water. Fans In
London appear to identify with

counties: I don’t think they
would be too keen on Railway
Cup sides,

Perhaps the G.A.A. should try
and ensure that the All-Ireland
finalists play in Wembley each
year. No doubt there will be
problems_ but they could be over-
come,

PHIL GANNON

I feel it’'s very important for
the London G.A.A. that the
sames are Kkept alive. It would
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Compiled by
JOHN O’SHEA

(Evening Press)

be a great pity if they were to

die.

It's not easy to find a suitable
date or suitable arrangement for
the Wembley Games, and per-
haps taking a Railway Cup final
there might be worth investiga-
ting.

The Wembley Games are n
dire need of a boost, wherever
it is to come from,

MICK RYAN

I see a very bleak future for
the Wembley Games. The
players and the counties seem
to have lost interest.

And let’s face it, a weekend
trip to London 1s not like win-
ning the Sween. The organisa-
tion at London’s end is not goed
and if it’s to be saved they will
have to pull up their socks.

I wouldn’'t recommend staging
the Railway Cup 1n London—1it
would serve no useful purpose in
my opinion,

GAY O'DRISCOLL

It's a perk for the players and
as such must be a good thing,
But [ realise that it’s losing a lot
of its glamour,

I have doubts that it has much
crowd pulling appeal, and efforts
to improve this are obviously
needed.

I don’t honestly feel that tak-
ing the Railway Cup to London
will solve their problem. This
competition 1s having its own
worries at the moment, and 1t

would need to be improved be-

fore one could think of ‘“‘export-
ing” it.
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Savion.

Instant action. That's what's called for in the war
against spots and punples. And that's why 1t pays 1o
keep a tube of Savion where the family can lay their
hands on it easily.

Savlon contains a powerful germ-killer which
penetrales deep down to where the trouble starts.
Yet it's gentle and soothing on the skin,

USE SAVLON 3 WAYS.

Regularly — on areas where spots are inclhined to
recur, teenage chins or foreheads, for instance,

Occasionally — if a spot occurs in spite of regular
care. Or on nicks or cuts or grazes of any kind,

All the time — if there's a baby in the house. Wide-
spread tests have shown that Savion can be used salely
— and effectively — over long periods, even on a baby's
delicate skin. And, used regularly, Savion prevents
nappy rash.

Savion.
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 MENSWEAR

“OUR GAME”

MANUFACTURERS OF HIGH
CLASS MEN’S:

® SUITS
@

JACKETS
® SLACKS

® TOPCOATS
® RAINWEAR

LOOK FOR THE “DUNLOE” LABEL

Irish made clothes with the International
Look.

Call to vour nearest Retailer and see
for yourself.

Ideal Menswear Litd.

BISHOP STREET, CORK
Phone Cork 23121

SOUTH WILLIAM ST., DUBLIN
Phone Dublin 772704
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SPRINGTIME

When the cobwebs of Winter's gloom

are gently unspun

To reveal a glittering new world,

as yet unsung.

HERE is nothing like Spring
for getting one’s energy
levels rising. The days of ’flu,
sniffles and dark evenings are
being left behind and from now
on we’ll be feeling better, look-
ing better and life won’t require
the effort that it takes to live it
fully in winter.

There are many bpractical] and
sound expressions of the mood
of spring and most of them can
be summed up in those two
words Spring Cleaning but why
limit ourselves to that aspect?
When the house has been refur-
bished most of us turn attention
to ourselves, and a new outfit can
make a fantastic difterence to
morale, out us in the all’s-right-
with-the-world mood. In fact if
you get yourself a series of
morale-builders, brighten un life
with a few little treats, almost
spoil yourself for a bit, then the
tasks of Spring will be all the
easier and the cleaning, painting,
or stripping down the car engine
or whatever task comeg highest
on your Spring list of things to
be done, will be zipped through
by the new you in record time.

If something new to wear 1is
top of your Soring priority list,
vou could by investing in the sort
of garments made by Ideal Mens-

wear, actually beat the current
rate of inflation and stay ahead
of it for years. This is because
Ideal Menswear ranges at the
moment feature some of the best
cloths in the world, tailored to
the highest standards. The com-
pany moves with the times when
it comes to styling, but refuses
to compromise on quality and
anything bearing their label is

remarkably good value {for
money in to-day’s terms. For the
man who wishes to look well

dressed in a soohisticated or cas-
ual but alwavs unobtrusive way,
this is one range very well worth
seeing. Ideal Menswear suits
come in various fittings to
streamline all types of figure and
their range of sportscoats is sub-
erb.  Whether you want the
best of Trish tweeds or a smooth
worsted, Ideal Menswear can
provide it for wyou. The com-
pany regularly exports itg mer-
chandise to prestige shops 1n
Europe, Canada and other far-
flung places, It is only when
you come across a svorts jacket
by Ideal Menswear in a most ex-
clusive menswear shovo in Paris
—and your mind boggles at the
price they’re asking for it—that
you realise just how lucky Irish-
men are to be able tp buv gfoods
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like this at home at a fraction
of what they cost abroad. Look
for the Dunloe label next time
you are shopping and you have
an Ideal Menswear quality gar-
ment.

Spring is also a good time to
invest in labour-saving equipment
for the house. Getting it instal-
led frees the householder, in
many cases, from boring chores
and adds immensely to general
family comfort. A reallv mod-
ern washing machine which takes
the guesswork out of dealing
with all those new synthetics and
mixture fabrics, a dishwasher
that will truly clean a greasy pot,
not just wash up the easy cubs
and plates, or an electric cooker
that practically thinks for itself.
is the sort of thing that can en-
hance the quality of life. Sie-
mens, the world famous frm
(responsible, did you know, for
the Shannon Hvdro-electric
scheme in the old days and the
supply of all equipment at the

ES.B.'s huge Turlough Hill
plant today) make all these
items. And they make them to

last, which is important in these
days when too many gimecrack
items are on the market.

We haven’t space to go 1nto
detail about Siemens equlpment
but a visit to any Siemens
stockist—and they are to be
found in all narts of Ireland—
will quickly put you in the Dbic-
ture. Superb quality is Siemens
prime consideration, of course,
All their products are designed
and built to do an efficient job of
work over a long period. It 1
a comfort, however, to know that
if and when anvthing «doeg £0
wrong or a machine needs spare
parts, a service is available which
will ensure that your machine is
back in workine order within
three days. Twelve Siemens ser-
vice vans throughout the coun-
try are fully equipped with
stocks of spare parts which can
be fitted 1Immediately where
needed, angd fourteen Siemens
technicians, all highlv aqualified
and experienced men, will travel
anywhere in Ireland so that all
repair work can be carried out
in wyour home. This superb

® OVERLEAF
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Domestic Appliances Division,
Slaney Rd., Dublin Ind. Est., Finglas,

Dublin 11, Tel, 302855 (6 lines), 306897.
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Siemens service is available com-
pletely free during the twelve
month guarantee period and
after that you can oot to keep
on availling of it, on payment of
a reasonable charge. Remember,
this applies also to the terrific
colour TV sets produced by Sie-
mens. Colour by Siemens, even
to the eve of the lay person, is
amazingly good and signs on it,
sets are sold as fast as Irish
workpeople can assemble them.

Magee of Donegal are an Irish
company whose product, despite
free trade, can combpete with its
international] ©peers. Look at
their elegantly stvled suits,
sports jackets ang slacks. They
have sults to fit any man,
Magee’s range of styling caters
for the young executive who
wants a modern, “with-1t” styling,
as well ag the middle aged man
requiring a more classicly styled
sult. The price of Magee clothes,
despite the incredible increase
in wages and factory overheads,
has been kent at a reasonable
level. The way they have been
able to do this is by investing
heavily in new machinery and by
using the latest technigues in
order to obtain greater produc-
tivity.

As a result of all this, Magee
clothes have carved out a bigger
share of the market, both at
home ang abroad; ang the quality
of their cloths is winning new
friends everywhere,

When you look at Magee, and
the efforts they have made and
are making to maintain their
quality and sales (and, indeed, to
keep up emvployment) you will
understand why I feel the Guar-
anteed Irish svmbol has come at
a most opportune time. They
are an Irish firm which, by con-
stant thought and inspired by ex-
tensive foreign travel on the part
of all executives, is determined
to survev and comwvete with any-
thing other countries may do.
Designs and technigueg are up
to the minute, and the cloths
used are as Irish as we are. They
have done, and are doing, their
best to give their customers a
magnificent product — a product
they are proud to stand over and
guarantee. - |

Doing some Spring decorating,



whether you tackle the job your-
celf or call in the decorators, 1S
2 Spring tonic in itself. What
holds many of us back however,
. not our lack of expertise with
the bucket and brush and the
scraper and filling knife—but the
fact that we don’t trust our own
instinet when it comes to choos-
ing colours and patterns. One
of the best and most helpful
ideas to have emerged for a long
time from a paint company is the
«Colourmatch Dial a Colour
Ready Selector” by Crown, To
my mind it seemg absolutely
foolproof and I was immensely
impressed with the range, var-
iety ang effectiveness of the col-
our schemes it makes available.
Here at last ig a way of work-
ing out a scheme that will act-
ually look as though it was put
together by a professional decor-
ator. And Crown also supply all
sorts of useful tips on how to go
about making your choice. Ask at
the paintshop if they have a copy
of the Crown Book of Colour and

There are always
bargains at
“Ireland’s leading home
decoration stores’

MONSELL -

MITCHELL
163-4 Pearse St.

AND
3-11 Sir John
Rogerson’s Quay
Dublin 2

Pearse Street Branch open
till 7.30 p.m. each Friday.

Design and a look through it will
tell you all you need to know
about how that wallpaper you
fancy can be hung so as to look
its best.

Crown wallpapers can be seen
in shops throughout the country.
The Crown paints range is fabul-
ous too angd contains those sophis-
ticated subtle shades that are
such a joy to use. The Company
tell us that most Irish Deople
still buy far more whife Dpaint
than any other colour—and in it-

self that indicates a s-ensiable_

choice. But maybe thig Spring
is the year when we’ll become
adventurous.. And to icome down
to earth for a moment, you can
still buy that marvellous Wal-
pamur Degreasing Liquid to
clean down heavily soiled sur-
faces before you start work. You
may have to ask your stockist to
order it but it is worth waiting
for. Nothing else shifts all that
impacted grease off the wall be-
hind the cooker with such ease,
as Degreasing Liquid.
& OVERLEAF

Forthe man of property

and the woman ot taste

Crown, Beautiful Crown!

CROWN GLOSS
with polyurethane for hard
long lasting protection

CROWN EMULSION
for a beautiful matt finish

CROWN PLUS TWO
SILK FINISH VINYL EMULSION
Just wipe it over to keep
its perfect colours fresh
and clean

rtanufactured ano marketed by The Walpamur Co. tlreland) Ltd. . -Cardifi Lane, Dubli
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The shop for all your require-
ments for home decorating is
Monsel] Mitchell, Pearse Street
and Sir John Rogerson’s Quay,
Dublin.
the do-it-yourself handyman and

They cater specially for-

their experienced staff can be
relied on for expert advice and
assistance.

There are going to be more
well-dressed Irishman around this
Spring than ever before and a lot
of them wil] be dressed by Dub-

..With our superb
range of Dubtex
Young Generation
suits, jackets, slacks.
Great cloth, great cut,
great prices. Come and
see for yourselt. As we
said, we'll suit you

beautifully.

i
.........

.......................
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tex. John and Peter White, the
young men responsible for the
success of this firm, say that one
of the best things that ever hap-
pened to Irish menswear was the
establishment of so many modern
menswear shops in every art and
part of the the country. Many
of these are small but all of them
are go-ahead — and in most of
them you’ll find Dubtex merchan-
dise. For $Spring, Dubtex are
presenting a classic, ¢lassy image.
something that is going to be a
novelty for many young men who
have spent their lives ud to now
in jeans, How about looking at
their slimline Shetland sports
jackets, tp take just oOne in-
stance ? The woolly cloth has an
attractive fuzz to the surface and
the colourg are newly subtle. But
that’s just one idea among many.
To team ubd with a jacket Dubtex
present ‘many different styles of
slacks. In fact when it comes to
slacks you’ll find Dubtex do prac-
tically every colour, stvle and
fitting in the book. They make
the ultra fashionable flares and
baggies, the more restrained ver-

| sions of these and to complete

the picture they also do straight-
line pants — these we are told
may be enjoyving a comeback
pretty soon as a major fashion
trend.

Communion and Confirmation
outfits by Dubtex dominate the
market this time of vear. In
1976 the youngsters are going
to be delighted because the
young chaps of today are by no
means satisfied just to be bund-
led into a grey suit for the big
day and no questions asked. Dub.-
tex give them a chance to use
their initiative—without wreck-
ing the family budget in the pro-
cess. For instance a checked
jacket is made to team with plain
pants, or vice versa. The co-
ordination is really subtle and
another advantage is that the
items can be bought separately.
At the Communion stage lots of
lads aren’t, strictly sveaking, a
stock suit size—this idea from
Dubtex lets one exercise a bit of
mix 'n match so the final outfit
is perfection itself. And one
settles for nothing less than per-
fection on this particular occas-
ion in a boy’s life.
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of six centuries of points is the
peak in football.

The Sligo man had his most
rewarding year in the scoring
stakes in 1972 when he shot 142
points (4-130) in 19 engagements;
the Connacht record.

TONY McTAGUE passed out
the century barrier for the fifth
year in succession in 1972 and 1n
the process the Offaly man help-
ed himself to the Leinster record
score of 135 points (2-129) in 18
ties.

MICK O'DWYER scored 100
points-plus for the fourth year
in a row in 1972, The Kerry ace
had his record season in 1970
when his expert finishing yielded
a whopping 161 points (13-122)
trom 26 appearances, and this
stands understandably enough as
the national high-point in foot-
ball.

In all, then, only six
players in the big ball code
got among the centuries in

the first six years of the

'Seventies.

RICHIE BENNIS bridged a
four-year gap in hurling when he
became only the eighth member
of this small and exclusive com-
pany of ace marksmen by shoot-
ing 6-95 (113 points) in 16
matcheg in 1971,

The following year was @ Ie-
warding one with both FRANCIS
LOUGHNANE and CHARLIE
McCARTHY earning their’ spurs.
The Tipperary hurler landed
16-65 (113 points) in 16 games,
and the Cork man notched up
13-64 (103 points) in 15 appear-
ances.

The last year that a new name
was written into the hurling
membership was 1973, TCM
BYRNE was the player in the
spotlight, and in the process he
became the first Leinster hurler
to gain entry since surprisingly
1964. The Wexford man finished
in second place nationally in 1973
on 16-76 (124 points) in 20 en-
gagements,

BENNIS had his second cen-
tury-plus campaign in 1973, and

his bag of 114 points (9-87) in
17 outings is now the Limerick
county record.

LOUGHNANE shot 106 points
in 1973 and reached a personal
best in 1974 on 114 points (13-79)
after 16 matches.

But, of course, the man who
has consistently dominated the
membership chart is EDDIE
KEHER. He has not, in fact, fail-
ed to reach three figures in any
single year since 1965 — a truly
remarkable run of eleven cani-
paigns in succession, and one that
hammers home very strongly yet
again just what an amazing score-
getter the great Kilkenny hurler
is.
KEHER first reached the cen-
tury of points barrier in 1963, and
naturally e€nough he is now far
ahead of the field in both codes
in this regard.

MICHAEL KEARINS takes
second place with those six cam-
paigns in football, while KEHER
is followed in hurling by JIMMY
DOYLE, of Tipperary, who had
five enteries in the chart be-
tween 1960 and 1969.

CREEDON CARRIES A PROUD FLAG

class and on the sporting field,
yvoung ~Creedon won champion-
ships at the javelin and might
have gone a long way had foot-
ball not taken over. He showed
2 sound analytical sense as dis-
tinct from the stimulated and
vivacious and this characteristic
shows plainly in his game.

Now what of the players
future? At twenty-one with only
a few gameg in senior Inter-
county and those in secondary
competition it’s early to say. But
what is to be seen gives confid-
ence. The man has size, strength,
a fine ground kick, a steady de-
livery off the hand, a sure fetch
and good positional play. Whet-
her he’s alive enough fo be al-
ways close to a fast moving centre
forward is something we must

look for. Men who look slow are
not always so, and indeed 1n a
fair run for the ball Creedon can
move. Quick reaction born of fast
eyes and lightning reflexes is an-
other thing however, and some
players especially at centre-back
depend more on shrewd analysis
and waiting rather than impetu-
ous driving forward. This ability
to analyse, Creedon seems to
have.

I asked Doney O’Donovan, Cork
selector-coach, what he thought
«Sq far,” said Doney quietly,
“he’s satisfactory, It’s early yet
to say how he’ll get on and I'm
not sure he wouldn’t be a better
full- than centre-back but then
Humphrey Kelleher is going
strong there. I'm happy enough
with Tom Creedon as he is and
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he will improve. He has a lot
going for him.”

So, let’s leave 1t there and hope
that he’ll make it for Cork be-
cause the centre-back position has
been a worry for some time
though capably filled on occa-
sions by wing half-backs John
Coleman and Kevin Kehilly.

“He’s a good sound man on the
field anyway,” 1 saild to Majella
Creedon, his mother and pot hav-
ing seen him a lot she was very
pleased. “He should be,” she re-
plied with a smile, “for he’s a
very good lad at home. And they
say he takes after me.”” Tom
Creedon senior who hurled in St.
Coleman’s, Fermoy, grinned and
said mothing., It’s a good man
knows when to hold his tongue.
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casting Dublin-Derry angd Galway-
Kerry semi-finals.

The destination of the title
depends on a lot of factors. One
thing, though, will not affect the
issue—the trip to Amerjca—since
the League will be over before
Kerry set off for the U.S. A major

consideration must be whether

Kerry are as hungry for League
success as they were for cham-
pionship triumph last September.
Many of their players have
league medals and they surely
have made up their minds that
retaining the Sam Maguire Cup
must be the primary objective
in '76.

That’s not to say, of course,
that they will take their league
engagements casually. but I have
the feeling there will be no in-
tense preparations for the re-
maining league matches as there
would be later for the cham-
pionship ties. Unless, that 1s,
they qualify for a league final
with Dublin: then we could take
it they would be just as anxious
to win as they were In Septem-
ber, especially since they have
already gone down to the Dubs
in the current league. Facing
Dublin, Kerry’s motivation would
would be different.

The sad feature of the hurling
league is ‘Galway’s decline. We
must hope—for their sakes and
the good of hurling — that it’s
only a temporary slump. But
who takes over the ftitle? So
few Kilkenny players—Pat Hen-
derson and Eddie Keher, in fact
—have league medals that we
can expect the All-Ireland cham-
pions to make extra efforts when
the competition resumes, They
have won so many hurling hon-
ours that they want to round oft
their collection by taking the
League for the first time in ten
years to the Nore.

Although they have only four
points from four matches they
have Cork at home in Nowlan
Park on February 8 and if they
were to beat Wexford in Ennis-

3

® Ken Rennicks, an inspiration
in Meath’s march to National
Football League victory in '79.

.

corthy they would be safe to get
to the knock-out part of the
Jeague. Clare complete their
programme against Tipperary
and since they are not in the
habit of losing at home in latter
seasons we can take 1t seven
points would take them through,
too.

These may be the quarter-
finals (but only after a set of
play-offs to sort them out): Wex-
ford v Waterford, Cork v Lime-
rick. The semi-finals could wecrk
out like this: Kilkenny v Cork

and Clare v Wexford.

Before the 1976-'77 Natlonal
Football League commences next
October the groupings will be
changed again (yes again) accor-
ding to suggestions from the
Activities Committee which are
approved by the Central Council.
We are to have Division 1
(North and South), Division 2A
(North and South) and Division
9B (North and South). There 1is
probably a ready explanation
why there hag to be two sections
in Division 2 and not in the
other division, but T must admit
the logic or consistency of it,
escapes me.

Why not simply create Divi-
sions 1, 2 and 3 with north and
south sections in each division
instead of the confusion of Sec-
tions A and B in one division
and not in the other. I hope the
Activities 'Committee will have a
change of mind about this before
October.

Our society offers competitive
interest rates, maximum
security and friendly service.
Head Office:

25 Westmoreland Street,
Dublin 2, Telephone: 770983

Established 1864

"High Society!

IRISH CIVIL

BUILDING SOCIETY
25 WESTMORELAND ST. DUBLIN 2.

Branches:

47, Upr. George's Street,

Dun Laoghaire. Phone: 808791
169a Howth Road, Killester.
Phone: 338017

4 Main Street, Dundrum.
Phone: 984028

30 Princes Street, Cork.
Phone: (021) 55533

SERVICE
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shoes to give low ground pressure,
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rooms, field, meeting room, per-
haps — must stand comparison
and competition from the fully
developed large club nearest to
it.

It seems to me that there is an
ominous inevitability about this:
the large will get larger, the
small wil] get more and more out-
played and outmatched in what
they can offer. The gobbling up
process must follow. The only
way to withstand the attraction

of the larger unit is to band
several smaller oneg together into
a club of equal size. So, one way
or the other, it appears to be a

concentration of the clubs into

much larger ones and very many
fewer.
Naturally, the sense of county

. Ga?lway the N r:a"twﬂul Hurlmg

identity will grow smaller as the
number of clubs involved grow
fewer. Preferences will be for
one’s own club rather than a shar-
ing of power with three or four
others in a county team,

Thus the inter-county cham-
pionships would have to go, and
the inter-club AllIreland would
replace it. County championships
would then be a limited or mon-
existent thing — probably re-
placed by National or Regional
Leagues to back up the All-Ire-
land knock-out.

The next step after that would
be that some of these clubs would
hecome weaker than others; fin-

ances might not bear up to the

load imposed on them, Others,
meantime, go from success to
success.

League WINNers nf 1975 wzu cﬂﬂtmue to be a power m the game.

Wl

That way, it could all work out
into the old story of the few
powerful wunits dominating and
the many struggling ones fighting
on though bound by heavy limit-
ing chains.

Should such a thing happen it
will not be the same G.A.A. which
has earned the success of almost
a century. It was always — and
still is — based on the club which
was the natural growth of some
community, whether of residence
(like the parish) or of work (like
the firm or vocational group) or
interest  (college,  university,
friendship). And, of course, if
that basis is cracked, it is my
opinion that it will be a bitter day
for the G.A.A. and for the people
to whom this outlet for communal
pride is denied.

' AUROFAC 20

for the

prevention and treatment
of White Scour in calves

T. P. WHELEHAN Son & Co. Ltd., Finglas, Dublin 1]
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| bR wear adidas. That is why

' | ' e = 5 ' ireland’s top gaelic football

players wear adidas. Ensure
L R that your choice also has

1 L g - SR Y Y the original three stripes ~

—

T

- "Beckenbauer Super” —
~ a medium priced football shoe
- with all the advantages of a
m.wh more expensive model.
. "Roma’” ~ a ball ideal for gaelic
footbail with the new
Paiyiast Covemg
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THE ADIDAS
STORY

THiE first fight between Muham-
mad Ali and Joe Frazier on
gth March, 71 was called “The
Fight of the Century.” On this
day two men fought who had
nothing in common except their
skin colour. Nothing? Well, there
was something: they both wore
German boxing boots: adidas
boxing boots. As Joe Frazier came
to Herzogenaurach a few days
later he presented his shoes with
the words “To Adi. Right on to
the king.”

Muhammad Ali had already
sent his shoes by post with the
message “To my German friend
. .. ” Sportsmen throughout the
world know that this man, their
Adi Dassler, enjoys nothing more
than excellence In sport, Excel-
lence that he — the founder and
still creative senior of the biggest
and most successful sports shoe
company in the world — has al-
ways produced.

From Dassler glym shoes 1n
1925 through to the famous Dass-
ler Three Stripe in 1948 Adi
Dasslér 1is in the forefront of
design and development. The 1954
German victory in the World
Championship served to high-
light the dominance of the adidas
name in world circles.

More than twenty years have
passed since 1954, years in which
sportsmen throughout the world
have carried out his ideas and
soared to victory wearing his
shoes At village fetes and Olym-
pic Games, at schoo] champion-
ships and world title fights, at
local, German and KEuropean
championships; on cinder, lawn
or synthetic: they simply win
everywhere,

* %k Kk Kk Kk Kk Kk k X %k

@® An indication of the worldwide recognition of adidas is the

envelope pictured above. Posted in Ireland and simply stating the

name adidas and “World famous for quality, Germany” it arrived
safely at the adidas headquarters in Herzogenaurach, Germany.
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® Mr. R. P. Quinm, Publicity Manager, B+I Line, presents the
B+I Line/GAA Personality of the Month Award for November to
Pat Kirby (Clare), Handballer of the Year 1975.
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THE CAMOGIE SCENE

e T M
By AGNES HOURIGAN

S usual, the Ashbhourne Cup .

competition, as it hasg done
for more than half a century,
provides the first big event of
the new camogie season. Again,
all seven universities in the
country will be competing, and
1if  Maynooth, who have the
assistance of Kilkenny and Lein-
ster star Angela Downey, suc-
ceed In winning the title for the
first time, that would be a great
landmark in the history of
camogie’s oldest competition.

Certainly if Maynooth continue
to play as well as they have been
doing in the Higher Institutes
League they must travel tp Gal-
way for the February 14-15 week-
end with reasonable hoves of
success,

The Maynooth girls were un-
beaten in the pre-Christmas
stages of the C.C.I.LA. (Higher
Institutes) League, a competi-
tion which includes the Teacher
Training Colleges as wel] as the
Universities. The other unbeatern
team in the Eastern zone was St
Patrick’s Training College, Drum-
condra.

St. Pat’s have the assistance
of three noted plavers, Nuala
Jennings (Cork), Dorothy Walsh
(Wexford) and Midge Poniard
(Galway) and the meeting be-
tween themselves and Maynooth
should be a clash worth travel-
ling a long way to see. Tf the
Drumcondra side is the most
successtul, all the Training Col-
leges, including the National
College of Physical Education i
Limerick, now mpossess thriving
camogie teams, and the fact that
Primary teachers, who are them-
selves active camogie Dplayers,
will now be taking up vpositions
through the country will give a
much-needed boost to the efforts
being made to soreaq the game
amongst the Primary schools.

A Council set up by last Con-

gress to deal with organising the
game in the Primary schools has
already done much good work.
There were alreadv several
counties in  which  Primary
school comvetitions have been
organised, and that number is
increasing steadily. At nresent
Dublin has some 18 Primary
schools active. Many of these
have been bplaying friendly
games between themselves, and
a competition will get under way
later in the Spring.
Commensurate progress has
been made in other centres, but
a difficulty has been that a num-
ber of teachers had very little
direct interest in promoting the
game. The enthusiasm in the
Training <Colleges at present,
however, is a very hovefu] de-
velopment. When those student-
players become teachers them-
selves 1t is obvious that theyv will
bring their enthusiasm for the

game with them into their
schools.
Leinster Convention decided

to play the senior championship
on an oven draw system thig
year, and again there will only
be three counties in that com-
petition. Of course until recently
Leinster was the only province
with a prover senior champion-
ship, but this competition was
revived in Munster in 1973 and
1974, and in 1975 four counties
took part.

However, the difficulty in Lein-
ster has been that the counties
dominating the junior provincial
championship are those with
teams in the senior grade
already.

However, on all the evidence
we saw in 1975, both at inter-
county and inter-club level, Kil-
dare should be good enough to
move uv to the top grade during
the months ahead.

There is no great hove of see-
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ing full-scale senior champion-
ships restored in Ulster and Con-
nacht in the immediate future
unless, of course, there is some
move to end the present open
draw system of running the All-
Ireland senior competition

The open draw was only ad.
opted for an experimental period
but has proved so successful that,
as I see it, there is very little to
be gained by reverting to the old
system.

Meanwhile, after the Ash-
bourne we will have the conclud-
ing stages of the All-Ireland Club
championship for which Athenry,
Newry, Buffers Alley (Wexford)
and the Munster champions,
Croagh (Limerick) or Drom and
Inch (Tipverary) are in conten-
tion. In my opinion Buffer’s Alley
look the most likely to win
through.

JUNIOR DESK AWARDS
—1975

Congratulations to a!'l con-
cerned, especially Paddy Downey
(Irish Times), winner in the
G.A.A. Journalist of the Year
section for the fourth successive
year. Almost as good as Eddie
Keher and Pat Hartigan.

1995 JUNIOR DESK AWARDS

Top Foothaller: John O'Keeffe
(Kerry).

Top Hurler: Liam “Chunky”
O’Brien (Kilkenny).

Top <Camogie Star:
Doyle (Wexford).

Top Handballer: Pat
(Clare).

Top G.A.A. Journalist: Paddy
Downey (Irish Times),

Top Referee: John Moloney
(Tipperary).

Top G.A.A. Official: Sean O
Siochdin and Mick O’Dwyer
(Kerry).

Score of the Year: John Egan’s
geal for Kerry v Dublin in the
1975 All-Ireland S.F. final.

Bridget
Kirby
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S always nowadays, we have
A a very full Mailbag. So I'll
have no chance to say anything
myself. Still, this is your forum
not mine. Earlier on, 1 had
plenty of time and space to air
my own views on everything and
anything. There are some regu-
lar readers who enjoy the list
of G.A.A. books I include. This
month’s list is as follows:

1. Westmeath G.A.A. Yearbook
1976 — A first-class production
and an absolute credit to editor
Gerry Whelan and the Co. Board
generally. Well up to previous
vears’ standards. Its high points
are a G.A.A. Quiz (better than
the usual and well researched),
a fine interview with Fr. Leo
Morahan on “Drink and the
G.A.A.”, a very fine tribute to
Carmelite College, Moate, and to
Fr. Cremin, known affectionately
as “Joe”, by a former student,
Noe] Daly: the best Westmeath
team from 1950 to 1975 (how
could they have left out my
former team-mate Paddy Dunne
of Kinnegad, regarded highly by
the mighty Mick O’Connell for
a  marvellous display once in
Tuam?); a fine pictorial centre-
piece . . . I find it hard not to
mention everything,

(Price 70p does not include
postage from Mr. Gerry Whelan,
Editor, The Westmeath Examiner
Ltd., Mullingar, Co. Westmeath.)

2. The Days of the Little
Green Apples, by David Guiney
— A 120-page collection of
Guiney’s best. Dave is a man of
many interests and his stories or
fableg are racy, sbicy, interest-
ing and at times funny, indeed
hilarious. He has travelled wide-
ly as a sportsman and journalist
and has made many friends. I
may be wrong, but I suggest that
the G.A.A. is closest to his heart

and this is reflected in his

“Little Green Apples”.

(Price 70p does mnot include
postage from Gaelic Press Ltd.,
21 Great Denmark St., Dublin 1.)

3. Mayo G.A.A. Yearbook 1976.

The cover is the best to date.
The standard is higher than In
previous years — Dhotos are
produced better. Layout is better
too. T would like to have seen an
editorial, also details of Previous
issues for the benefit of new
readers. The tributes to the late
Henry Kenny are first-class and
richly deserved. Tommy ©O’'Mal-
ley’s article, like John P. Kean’s
last year, is well worth reading.
Terry Reilly’s tribute to Paddy
Greham, popularly known as
Paddy Bluett, will be read far
and wide and will have a de-
served place in Mayvo football
folklore. The club affairs section,
1975, should be bpart of every
Co. G.A.A. Yearbook angd for this
alone ALL other counties should
study the Mayo Yearbook.

(Price 50p does not include
postage from Mr, Tom Courell,
Editor, Castlebar, Co. Mayo.)

4. An Choinneal — Ninth
edition of Louisburgh, Co. Mayo,
Parish Magazine.

This is not a G.A.A. magazine
but it is the best parish magazine
I know. Any parish in Ireland
with any ambitions in thig direc-
tion should get a copy. It
abounds with ideas. The layout
is superb. Its letters section — a
regular feature — usually from
Louisburgh exiles, is as well bre-
sented as in Time magazine. But
then need I tell vou that the
editor is that man of many
talents, Fr. Leo Morahan.

(Price 50p does mnot include
postage from Mrs, Clementine
Lyons, N.T., Louisburgh, Co.
Mayo,)
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BY JACK MAHON

5. Our Games Annual—1976,

I’'ve listed this last month. Its
colour photo section 1s greal.
The piece de resistance of the
Annual is Justin Nelson’s ex-
planation of how R.T.E. gives us
the All-Ireland finals. The coach-
ing charts are in handy form,
though not in colour. I must
praise the Quiz Scene, compiled
by You Know Who!

(Price 80p does not include
postage from C.L.C.G., Pairc¢ an
Chrécaigh, Ath Cliath 3.)

At the time of writing 1
haven’t yet received the Solo
Annual, Kerry or Offaly G.A.A.
Yearbooks, When I do I will re-
view them here. Or, indeed, any
other G.A.A. publication 1 re-
ceive.

CUT-OUT
Our Cut-Out this month is
Fermanagh'’s Peter McGinnity

from Roslea Shamrocks and St
Joseph’s Training <College, Bel-
fast. The lanky left-footer is a
brilliant fielder and a great man
to cut through and score.
Trouble is we see too little of
him. I'd like to see the Rallway
Cups go in most ways, but then
without them would we ever see
men like Peter McGinnity or
would we ever have seen Gerry
O'Reilly or P. T. Treacy, Jobber
McGrath or Paddy Molloy? Keep
the old Fermanagh flag flying,
Peter.
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AST month’s Mailbag (our

biggest ever) couldn’t in-
clude all letters received, So 1
have picked out the best points
from the letters not included
and give them pride of place
here,

@ OVERLEAF
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® FROM OVERLEAF
“Kerry Gael”, Valentia, Co.

Kerry (name enclosed)—‘I don’t -

rate John Moloney as highly as
you do. He js scrupulously fair
alright but a bit ‘finicky’. My
own favourite is Paul Kelly.”

@ ! sull think John Moloney is
great. For that matter I like Paul
Kelly too. Both are fit, honest and
obviously think deeply about refer-
eeing and perform a difficult task
well, (J.M.)

Paul Maher, Clashagad, Dun.
kerrin, Birr, Co, Offaly—“Money-
gall had a great year. We had
a great time in the parish when
they won their first Tipperary
S.H.C. final by 3-13 tg 0-5. We
lit a fire at our gate as the team
passed from Thurles to Dunker-
rin and on to Moneygall. On
Monday Pat Sheedy, Philip and
Séamus Ryan, Billy and Philip
Fanning came to the school with
the Dan Breen Cup. We got
orange angd crisps again and a
free day. Pat Sheedy brought
the Cup to our home too. He is
a teacher in Moate Carmelite Col-
lege.”

® A great letter Paul. You
must be thrilled. (J.M.)

“Wexford Fan”, Ballyrue, New
Ross, Co. Wexford—“Tony Doran
should have been selected for the

All-Stars.”
® ! hope he gets an All-Star

Award before he retires because he
1S a great hearted player. (J.M.)

Stephen Higgins, 89 Baker’s
Road, Cork City (aged 9) — “I
think Martin Coleman is a great
goalkeeper. I alsg like Paddy
Barry and Charlie MeCarthy”,

@® Every young lad in Cork likes
wee Charlie. (J.M.)

“Cork Fan”, 6 Liam Var Grove,
Bishopstown, Cork — “I enjoyed
your Quizbook. So did my father.
My club won the Bishopstown
U-11  hurling Street League
final. I want a Cut-out of John
Crowley and Denis Burng’.

@ There is great excitement at a

Street League final isn't there ?
(J.M.)

John Sweeney (aged 13), 71
Valley Park Road, Finglas South,

Dublin 11—-“This is my first let-

ter to Junior Desk. I have just
started collecting programmes
and want a copy of this

year’'s S.F, All-Ireland Final pro-
gramme. I would like a Pen
Friend in Kilkenny and I want a
Cut-out of Liam O’Brien or Tony
Hanahoe. Junior Desk gets bet-
ter al] the time.”

@ Kilkenny fans please note
John’s Pen-Friend request. (J.M.)

Kevin Beary, 3 Shanrath Road,
Whitehall, Dublin 9—“My fav-
ourite Dublin players are Anton

O’Toole, Paddy Cullen, Alan
Larkin, Brian Mullins, Dave
Hickey and Bobby Doyle. Junior

Desk 1s very good”.

@& Thanks Kevin. You must
know Jim Crowley the former Dub-
lin star who lives near you. (I.M.)

Brendan O’Sullivan, Coomer-
kane, Glengarriff, Co. Cork—“My
favourites are Jimmy Barry-
Murphy, Billy Morgan, John
Egan, Martin Coleman, Eddie
Keher and Charlie MeCarthy.”

@ These Cork fans never forget
Charlie or indeed Jimmy Barry-
Murphy. (I.M.)

John Coyle (aged 15), Moy-
lough, Ballinasloe, Co. Galway—
“I want a Cut-out of Ray Cum-
mins, J. Barry Murphy, P. J.
Qualter, Charlie McCarthy or
Christy Ring. Could you give us
2 Cut-outs per month. I am a
new writer to your column.”

@ A Cut-out of Christy Ring is
due again. He was a fantastic hur-
ler. I will tell you more about
him in a future column. (J.M.)

Séamus Woulfe, 11 Foxfield
Ave., Raheny, Dublin 5—"I think
the method of selecting the All-
Stars must be changed. 1 would
entrust the job to Dr. Donal
Keenan, Sean O Siochain and the
4 Provincial Secretaries. Two
that deserved selection were
Eamonn Cregan and David
Hickey. I have done some re-
search on the All-Starg and the
clubs with the greatest represen-
tation since the start are South
Liberties (9) in hurling and
Nemo Rangers (5) and Austin
Stacks (5) in football. The pro-
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gramme for the Dublin v Kerry
N.F.L. game was a disgrace. I
can’t agree with Andy Croak in
saying the All-Ireland program-
mes are over-produced. They
were great and worthy of ineclus-
lon in anybody’'s collection. The
All-Ireland eclub championshipg
should not be scrapped. In fact
they should be played ip June.
London are being badly
freated. All 4 All-Irelang final-
ists should replay the All-Ireland
finals in Wembley. I wag glad to
see Jimmy Keaveney honoureq as
a Cut-out. On Saturday morn-
ings he coaches a team of young
lads from St. Vincents and some-
times on Sunday mornings too.
He is a great clubman and is an
example to others. I would like
to swop a copy of this year’s All-
Ireland S.H. final programme for
any other final programme (H. or
F.) prior to 1974 with the excep-
tion of the 1973 S/H. programme.
Why don’t GAELIC SPORT bring
out anp Annual ? 7
@ As usual a great letter, Seamus.
I can’t agree with your All-Star sel-
ection  suggestion. The present
system hasg its faultls but it is a good
one. They should have at I[east
ONE Connacht representative
though. I think too that John D.
Hickey (Irish Independent) is being
very childish and predictable in his
criicism of the selectors’ choice.
(J.M.)

So much for all those for-
gotten in last month’s Mailbag.
Let’s move on with this month’s
post.

John Fallon (age 10), Clybawn,
Kpocknazarra, Galway, thinks
Jimmy Barry Murphy has great
style and ‘wants a colour Cut-Out
of Tom Naughton or Frank
Burke.

Billy Igoe, Kelleter, Killoe,
Co. Longford, wants a colour

Cut-Out of Longford’s Jimmy
Hanniffy.
Tom Moore, Walshtownmore,

Midleton, Co. Cork, wants a Cut-

Out of Eddie Keher or Fan
Larkin.
Gerry Pender, Ballymorris

Upper, Aughrim, Arklow, Co.
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wicklow, visited Croke Park on
nine occasions in 1975 and
thinks the games of the year
were the Cork v Galway S.H.C.
AllIreland semi-final and the
publin v Kerry N.F.L. game in
croke Park on November 9, and
he was lucky enough to see both
games.

@ That's Dbetter than myself,
Gerry. Hope you see as many good
games in 1976. (J.M.)

Gerald Traynor, 893 Francis
Street, Edenderry, Co. Offaly
hopes Junior Desk will get even
more space in 1976.

@ [ hope so too. (J.M.)

Anne Walsh, 6 St. Stephen’s
Park, Castleisland, Co. Kerry
wants a Pen Pal anywhere In

Limerick (photograph of Pen
Pal wanted).

Kathleen Curtin (age 17),
Dromin, Listowel, Co. Kerry,

who has read Gaelic Sport since
December 1969 and is writing
for the first time, wants a Cut-
Out of Ogie Moran, John
O’Keeffe, Mickey Sheehy or
Mickey O’Sullivan.

@® Fdilte romhat, Kathleen. (J.M.)

Christy Clancy, Ballytrasna,
Fermoy, €Co. Cork (age 11)
wants a Cut-Out of Billy Morgan,
Ray Cummins or Gerald
McCarthy. He loves Junior Desk
and hopes R.T.E. shows more
G.A.A. matches.

Ronan  Cogan, Beechcrest,
Crosshaven, Co. Cork, wants a
Cut-Out of Micky O’Sullivan,
Paudie Lynch, Paudie O’Mahony
or Jimmy Barry-Murphy. “There
is too much about Dublin in
Gaelic Sport”,

@ Still, Ronan, ism't it great 10
see Dublin back in both football
and hurling? (J.M.)

Tommy Maher (age 14), Main
Street, Urlingford, Co. Kilkenny
wants to know if the G.A.A. have
any films on hurling or football.

@ The only films made to date
were Peil and Christy Ring. Both
were made in the early ’sixties and
were sponsored by Gael Linn and
Plaver Wills (Ireland) Ltd. It 1s
past time that the G.A.A. them-

selves entered this field. (I.M.)
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Frank McQuaid, 63 St. Fintan’s
Crescent, Sutton, Co. Dublin,
writing for the first time, wants
a Cut-Out of Paddy Cullen.

Willie Denihan (age 10), 30
St. Michael’s Tce., Cappamore,
Co. Limerick wantg a 'Cut-Out of

Ray Cummins or Gerald
McCarthy. .
Patrick Leogue (age 17),

Ballina, Geashill, Co. Offaly 1s
very critical of R.T.E.s treat-
ment of the G.A.A. He feels Dr.
Donal Keenan deserves a “Cut-
Out” as a fitting tribute to his
service to the G.A.A. as Presi-
dent.

Peadar O Donaile, Baile an
Fhuascnai, Cora Caitlin, Co. an
Clar is another Junior Desk fan
who wants a Cut-Out of Dublin’s
Paddy Cullen.

John F. Lyons, Creggane,
Ballinasloe, Co, Galway is proud
to write that he shook hands
with Galway’s John Connolly
when Galway played Kilkenny
in Ballinasloe.

Gerard Dowling, 5 Upper
Johnstown, Waterford is dis-
appointed that the DMunster
selectors didn’t include a Water-
ford hurler on their hurling
team. He would like if the Irish
Press introduced a Player Of
The Match for G.A.A. inter-
county games as in their reports
of soccer games.

Finally a letter from Mattie
McDermott, Ahane, Kilkerrin,
Ballinasloe, Co. Galway, Wwho
tells us the sad news that an old
Junior Desk fan, Oliver Con-
neely, Shannagh, Glenamaddy,
Co. Galway, lost one of his legs
in a motor accident. Remember
Oliver? Well, he is doing his
Leaving Cert, this year and has
spent the last few months in
hospital. He had a burning
ambition to play for Galway and
was developing into a fine foof-
baller. “And you know,” wrote
Mattie, “what that right leg
meant to Ollie.”

@ Well, I have been up to the
hospital more than once to see
Oliver and I can tell you he is full
of life and isn't going to lie down
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under a heavy cross. Nor is he
going to lose interest in the G.A.A.
or in Junior Desk. But here is
where you come in — ALL OF
YOU. Sit down tonight and drop
a note to Ollie. Because if Junior
Desk means anything, it means
fellowship and friendship and en-
couragement. We all need a wee
bit of support at times. Indeed, if
vou were to meet Ollie and his
elder brother Joseph, who lost one
of his hands in the same accident,
you would be given a lesson in
how to meet adversity with a smile.
Remember the address, Oliver
Conneely, Shannagh, (Glena-
maddy, Co. Galway, and write 1o
hin tonight.

Mattie selected his best Ire-
land teams gince 1970. I’ll give
you both.

Fgotball: M. Furlong (0.), M.
Ryan (0.), J. O’Keefie (K.), D.
O’Sullivan (K.), K. J. O’Sullivan
(C), T. J. Gilmore (G.), P.
Reynolds (M.), D. Long (C.), W.
Bryans (0.), S. Cooney (0.), K.
Kilmurray (0.), M. Kearins (S.)
(capt.), J. B. Murphy (C.), R.
Cummins (C.), M. O’Dwyer (K.).

Hurling: N. Skehan (K.), F.
Larkin (X.), P. Hartigan (L.), J.
Treacy (K.), T. O’Connor (T.),
P. Henderson (K.) (cant), C.
Roche (C.), L. O’Brien (K.), G.
MeCarthy (C.), F. Loughnane
(T.), J. Connolly (G.), E. Keher
(K.), M. Quigley (W.), K. Purcell
(K.), E. Cregan (L.).

Two good teams. T have to
hold over some letters till next
month. The Mailbag gets bigger
911 the time. Keep writing,
though — on any G.A.A. topic
you like — to:

Junior Desk,
Gaelic Sport,
80 Upper Drumcondra Rd.,,
Dublin 9.

1o Mk
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Peter
McGinnity

Fermanagh
Age: 22
Height:

6 ft. 2 ins.
Weight:

13 st. 6 1b.

Club: Roslea
Position: Midfield

Senior Inter-
County Debut:
1971

CAREER
HIGHLIGHTS

Peter was a bright

. teenage star of the

Fermanagh team
that won the Ulster
Under-21 football
title for the first
time in 1970, and
he alsg helped the
county to a second
Northern crown

in this grade a
year later.

Winner of a county
minor League
medal with Roslea
in the early
'Seventies, he has
been prominent
with St. Joseph’s,
Belfast, in the
Universities’
competitions, and
he has made four
appearances with
Ulster in the
Railway Cup.

Peter will have

a new role in the
Ulster team as full
forward in this
month’s semi-final
with Munster.
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! Phone: (0507) 21176.
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4 Bachelors Walk
1 Phone: Ballina816 817

Carrick-on-Shannon
Cortober
Phone: Ck-on-Sh.321/2

{ Castleblaney
| Muckno Street
| Phone: C'Blaney 101

Cavan
Dublin Road
Phone: Cav. (049) 31448

Clonmel
Thomas Street
Phone: (052) 22433

Cork
18 Mary Street

Phone: (021) 21941

Dundalk
Quay Street
Phone: (042) 2324/5/6

Finglas
North Road
Phone: 343222

Galway
Fr. Griffin Road
Phone: (091) 65128

Letterkenny
Port Road
Phone: Letterkenny 60
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Limerick:
St. Nessan's, Dooradoyle
Phone: (061) 40011

Long Mile Road
Dublin12
Phone: 508227

Loughrea
Bride Street

Phone: Loughrea 352

|I:E| |1I|”|11

LETTERKENNY

CASTLEBLANEY
&

Ll

&
EAVAN DUNDALK

FINGLAS |
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LONG MILE RD

Midleton
Cork Street
Phone: (021) 63219

Portlaoise

2 Coote Street
Phone: (052) 21776/7

Roscrea

Birr Road
Phone: Roscrea 401,

445, 446.

Tralee
Blennerville Road
Phone: (066) 22944

Thurles
Stradavoher
Phone: Thurles 860

Waterford

84 The Quay
Phone: (051) 5168/
32472

Wexford
Ferrybank-
Phone (053) 22761

lower cost insurance on the map!
PMPA Insurance Co.Ltd.

(100% Irish Company)

Private and Commercial
Vehicle policies giving Double

‘No Claims’ discount.

Wolfe Tone House, 39 Wolfe Tone Street, Dublin 1.

Tel. 01-786044 (40 lines) Telex 4852.
Branches throughout Ireland.




