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CUMANN LUTHCHLEAS GAEL

COMHAIRLE LAIGHEAN

Clar na gCluichi do 1977

Fé 21 bl. Peil:

Peil (Mionuir agus Sinsir) :
1. Cill Darag v Cill Choinnigh
Ath Cliath v 1
Ua bhFaili v Cill Mantain
Loch Garman v 3
lar Mhi v Lui
Laois v 5
Longphort v Ceatharloch
An Mhi v 7
Q. 2vé
10. 6v8
Craobh: 9 v 10
lomaint Sinsir:
. Ua bhFaili v Ath Cliath
2. Cill Dara v lar Mhi
3. Cill, Choinnigh v 1
4. Loch Garman v 2
Craobh: 3 v 4
lomaint Mionauir:
. Aontruim v lar Mhi
Laois v Cill Dara
Ath Cliath v 1
Ua bhFaili v 2
Loch Garman v 3
. Cill Choinnigh v 4
Craobh: 5v 6

Fé 21 bl. lomaint (Speis.):
1. Cill Mantdin v An Mhi
2. lar Mhi v Ceatharloch
3. Cill Dara v 1

Craobh: 2 v 3
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Club lomaint Laighean ‘76/'77:

| . Ceatharloch v Cill Mantain
. Ua bhFaili v 1
. Laois v Ath Cliath
. Lui v lar Mhi
. Cill Choinnigh v 4
An Mhi v Cill Dara
. Loch Garman v 6
, 23
Q. 5v7
Craobh: 8v 9
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Longphort v Lui

. Cill Dara v 1

Cill Mantain v Laois
Ath Cliath v 3

lar Mhi v Ceatharloch
Loch Garman v 5

Cill Choinnigh v An Mhi
Ua bhFaili v 7

2v4

6v 8

Craobh: 9v 10

Fe 21 bl. lomaint:

I
2.
3.

2

Laois v Buath. Spéis. ‘77
Loch Garman v |

Ua bhFaili v Ath Cliath
Cill Choinnigh v 3

Craobh: 2 v 4

lomaint Mionuair (Speis.):

Cill Mantain v Ceatharloch

Craobh: An Mhi v |

Club Peil Laighean “76/'T7:
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lar Mhi v Cill Mantain
Longphort v 1

Loch Garman v Laois

Ath Cliath v 3

Cill Choinnigh v Ua bhFaili
Luiv 5

Ceatharloch v Cill Dara

An Mhi v 7

2v4

6&v8

Craocbh: 9v 10

#




Gaelic Sport

Vol, 19, No. 12.

December, 1976

Offices:

80 Upper Drumcondra Road,

Dublin 9,
Telephone 374311.

CONTENTS

Page

| Andy Croak
PO T wee: sxe  wxh  wsd wwe
These Stars left us Abiding
Memories — by Jay Drennan
Ladies Please
—by Kitty Murphy
Has Ulster set a Lead for Other
Provinces? asks John O'Shea

Kilkenny Poised for some more
Conguests — by Mick Dunne

Where are the Hungry Hurlers
Today? asks Jim Bennett ...
Tony Hanahoe
interviewed by Owen McCann
Ulster Viewpoint
—by Dan McAreavy
Moondharrig’s Diary
Christmas Gifts
—by Sheila Givens
Handball — by Sean Clerkin

Please Leave the Handpass alone
—by Owen McCann

Donie O'Donovan’s Views on
Gaelic football—recorded by
Eamonn Young

Camogie Comment
—by Agnes Hourigan

Dublin ’77 Reviewed
| —>by Liam Riordun

Junior Desk
—edited by Jack Mahon

Colour Cut-Out ...

4
7

9

14

17

19

21

24

27
29

33
35

37

39

43

d4

45
49

EDITORIAL COMMENT

TONY Hanahoe, in an exclusive interview with GAELIC SPORT
features writer Owen McCann, published elsewhere in this issue,
makes the point that the Senior Championships drag on over {00 long
a period. The new Dublin team manager maintains that a delay of
six to seven weeks between the semi-finals and final places too great
a strain, both on the players and officials-in-charge.

We go along with Hanahoe here. The present set-up, we feel,
calls for a serious re-think. 2

After the excitement and build-up for the provincial champion-
ships and the All-Ireland semi-finals, it is not easy for the finalists
to regain their momentum and drive after such a long period of
competitive inactivity prior to the showpiece match.

Frankly, we don’t see any valid reason why the football and
the hurling championships could not be speeded up. Undoubtedly,
the first and fourth Sundays of September have long been the
traditional dates for the AlldIreland senior finals. But should tradi-
tion be maintained at the expense of what is best for the competing
counties?

Some, of course, will argue that it is not possible to play the
All-Treland senior finals earlier in the year because of the heavy
inter-county schedule, that dates have also to be found for other
important categories — the All-Ireland under-21 championships to
name but one.

Surely, however, it is a matter of getting our priorities right?
The All-Ireland senior finals are the top attractions, not only of the
G.A.A. season, but of the Irish sporting year in general and, as such,
they should take priority above all else in fixtures planning. _

Consider, for example, the 1976 situation that saw Kerry going
into an All-Ireland under-21 football final engagement with Kildare
just two weeks prior to their senior final game with Dublin.

A number of the Kerry senior team were in action with the
under-21 team and we won’t stress the obvious but some of the
Kingdom’s key men, through injury, could have missed out on the
senior final.

We readily concede that the fixture planners have a complex
problem to fit in all the games. But problems are made to be over-
come and the answer might well lie in a complete restructure of the
G.A.A. year as we know it, with the Leagues starfing in February
and being suspended on certain dates in the summer to accommodate
the IChampionships.

We could, of course, go on and spotlight the inequality of the
present League and Championship set-up.

For example, by the middle of this month, the majority of teams
will have kissed goodbye to their '76/°77 League aspirations and
ironically these same teamg are the ones most likely to have one, or at
most two, games in the 1977 Championships.

But that’s another day’s work.

COVER PHOTO
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N our front cover this month we pay tribute to Dublin captain, Tony

Hanahoe. A tribute, which Tony's efforts in Dublin’s resurgence in the
last three years, would alone justify. But when one considers that Tony,
with colleagues Paddy Cullen, Gay O'Driscoll and Sean Doherty kept the
Dublin flag flying in the lean years, when representing Dublin was more
often a matter of derision than adulation, this tribute to the very popular
Dubliner is greatly enhanced.
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HAT a deliclous row we've

had over the Carrolls All-

Stars football team! Maybe I've

got a perverted sense of humour,

but I can’t help smiling when I

think of the opprobrium that has

been heaped on the selectors’
pretty heads.

If T’d met anyone who'd cover
my money I'd have laid a sizeable
wager that the same gelectors
would make a cobblers of the
job. And so it came to pass.

Imagine an All-Star team (that
means a national team) without
a single player from the province
of Ulster! It’s incredible, and it’s
no wonder that northern G.A.A.
men have kicked up holy murder
over such an insult.

To use a phrase lately coined
by one [P. 8, Donegan, it was a
thundering disgrace.

Let's not forget that the All-
Stars selectors offered a similar
insult to Connacht last year,
when the western province also
failed to receive even one place
on the team.

Dermot Devlin, chairman of the
Derry Co. Board, led the assault
on the selectors when their team
wag announced and his criticism
echoed the feelings of every
G.A.A. man in the province.

* * x

I MUST SAY this about his re-
marks, however., While his criti-
cism was fully justified, he
shouldn’t have blown his top as
he did. He should have kept his
cool.

To say that the selectors were
motivated in their decisions by
“Southern Catholie conservatism”
was ridiculous and blunted some-

what the cutting edge of hig cen-
sure.

Had he, instead, hammered
them on the score of atrocious
bad judgement and knowledge of
footballers, I'd have dispatched
a telegram of congratulations to
him right away.

1t is true, of course, that, aside
from Derry, the standard of
Ulster football has not been good
in recent years. And we all know
the reasons for that state of
affairs.

Okay. Let us then boil it down
to Derry as the only team who
had players in the running for
awards. Derry qualified for the
National Football League final,
and could have beaten Dublin at
Croke Park. They retained the
Ulster title.

After those performances is it
possible, is it credible, that they
didn’t have one man worthy of a
place on the All-Star team?

‘What about Anthony MdGurk,
who received an award in 1975,

Unforgiveable
Omissions

Jimmy Keaveney Paud O’Shea
(Dublin) (Kerry)

i

All-Star team

is really

a thundering
disgrace!

when his qualifications were not
at all as compelling as they were
this year? McGurk was the out-
standing centre half-back in the
country right up until August.
Yet, he wag passed over in fav-
our of Dublin’s Kevin Moran, who
got the nod on the strength of a
couple of games.
* * *

Here again, we had an example
of the undue emphasis placed by
the selectors on displays in the
All-Ireland finals and semi-finals.
I'm saying nothing about Moran’s
ability: he 1s a fine player, but
such a young man has plenty of
time to pick up the honour of an
All-Star award over the next few
years.

Then there was Gerry McElhin-
ney, whose wonderful display
against Kerry in the All-Ireland
semi-final surely staked his claim
to a place — if the selectors were
consistent in their bias towards
championship performances.

Mickey ([Lynch was another
strong Derry contender, Remem-
ber his marvellous exhibition,
capped by six points, in the Nat-
iona] League final?

Leaving Derry, there was one
other Ulster footballer who
should have been included. Steve
Duggan of Cavan — one of the
finest forwards on view during
1976.

There were other omissions just
as crazy. How, in Pete’s name,
was Johnny Hugheg of Galway
preferred to Paudie O’Shea of
Kerry at right half back? There
is mo doubt in my mind that the
Kerryman was the best player
in that position this year. He was
better still last year, but he didn’t




get an award In 1975 either.
what have my unesteemed col-
leagues, the Carrolls selectors,
got in their noses against 0’Shea?

The All-Stars teams are now a
very important part of the G.A.A.
scene. And therefore a matter of
keen public interest. The selec-
tors, all of them Jjournalists,
should come out in their columns
and tell the public why they pick
certain players and omit others.

If Galway deserved a player
this vear, it wasn’'t Johnny
Hughes, strictly in comparison
with Paud O’Shea. I’d have given
an award to another Galway man,
Seamus McHugh, who had a bet-
ter season than Ger Power at left
half back.

* * *

ONE OF THE most thundering
disgraces of the gelection was the
omission of Jimmy Keaveney, far
and away the best full forward of
1976, and, in fact, of the past
three years. Jimmy got an award
in 1974 but was cold-shouldered
last year because he was suspen-
ded for a fortnight for gome
minor offence committed when

Y all accounts, the Wem-

playing hurling for ISt. Vincent’s,
How silly can our dear gelectors
get?

Now TI'll give you the feam I
think should have been selected.
It may not meet with the appro-
val of all my readers, but I'm
sure it’s a damn sight better than
the ‘“official” selection,

Here goes. Paddy Cullen (Dub-
lin); Gay ODriscoll (Dublin);
John O’Keeffe (Kerry); Robbie
Kelleher (Dublin): Pawd O’Shea
(Kerry); Anthony MéGurk
(Derry); Seamus McHugh (Gal-
way): Brian Mullins (Dublin),
Dave McCarthy (Cork); Bobby
Doyle (Dublin); Tony Hanahoe
(Dublin): Pat Spillane (Kerry);
Jimmy Barry-Murphy (Cork);
Jimmy Keaveney (Dublin); Steve
Duggan (Cavan).

Having said all that, I sincerely
hope that the Ulster counties will
not bovcott the All-Stars presen-
tation dinner, as the Derry
chairman suggested.

I suggest they should go to the
function in force and at first hand
tell the selectors what they think
of the team!

the sponsors, Allied Irish

If those selectors are such
poor judges of football, the whole
affair should be scrapped, or else
the job of naming the tearr
handed over to a group of men
who would not make a hames of
it.

If YOU have any suggestions
as to how the thing should be
done, write in to Gaelic Sport
and let me know. I’ll do my best
to publish your letters.

Fl * x

I RESPECT Cork’s right fo
look for a special Congress of the
G.A.A. to abolish the handpass.
But I disagree with their point
of view.

The re-introduction of the pass,
particularly as it is used by Dub-
lin, has added a great deal to the
spectacle of foothall. It is now up
to other teams to devise means
of countering it — legitimately.

Tn fact. the Cork team showed
how it could be done, in their
National League match with Dub-
lis at Croke Park. By close mark-
ing and clever positional play en-
abling them to intercept the ball.
Simple!

CROAKETTES

The truth is, and I have this

from reliable informants in

bley tournament was a
flop, in the matter of attend-
ance. A crowd of 12,000 spec-
tators would be a respectable
gathering for tfournament
matches at home, but in Brit-
ain, where the population of
Irish-born men and women —
the majority of them followers
of Gaelic games — is well jn
excess of the million mark,
that figure is insignificant.

Quite obviously, as the daily
newspaper writers have been
saying, the fault lies with the
London ©Co. Board officials,
who are promoting the fixtures
in a slipshod manner.

And why are they not doing

their job properly? DBecause
they’re getting £12,000 from

Banks, and so are sure of a
profit from the Wembley gate
receipts, no matter how small
the attendance.

The London Board should
rise off its backside and try to
make the Wembley games
what they were before AIB
started to cough up that finan-
cial bonanza. |

* * *

I'VE READ that Mick Mor-
issey, the Carlow-born former
Wexford All-Ireland hurler,
has been elected President of
the New York G.A.A. Board
for 3 third successive term.

From time to time [I've
heardq whisners around the
clubhouses that Mick is a John
Kerry 0’Donnell man.,

3

New York, that Mick Morissey
is his own man. He runs New
York G.A.A. affairs efficiently,
in spite of the fact that the
Gaels of that city now have an
uphill struggle. Lack of play-
erg since emigration from Ire-
land practically ceased is the
biggest problem facing senior
clubs.

There is no doubt, of course,
that John Kerry O’Donnell is
stil] a very influential figure in
G.A.A, circles over there. He
was always in that position, in
or out of office.

Without him, what would
Gaelic Games in New York
have been like over the past
guarter of a century?

WWM“WW
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S the race for the premier
placings in our Top Ten re-
view, which will decide the
GAELIC SPORT stars of 1976,
moves into the home straight this
month, a mnumber of players
come into the limelight for the
first time this year, as a result
of their displays during the cur-
rent period under review —
October 17 to November 7.
One of the most interesting of
the debutants is Galway hurling
newcomer Tony Furey, whose

splendid marksmanship and good

play played a big part in his
county’s Oireachtas ‘Cup senior
final win over Cork at Croke Park
in October.

The young winger helped him.-
self to eight points, and a week
later he shot 1-4 in Galway’s
bright start, to their National
League campaign, with a decis-
ive win over Wicklow at Augh-
rim. Furey now wins his spurs in
the Top Ten line-up on a seven
points ranking.

Sean Murphy was another who
did much to bring the Oireachtas
Cup to Galway for the first time
in 18 years, while a further feat-
ure of that game was the fine
display of Sean Silke, which he
capped with three points, one a
superb score from a sideline cut
of some 50 yards.

Murphy is bracketed with

YN X

TOP SPOT FOR
MATT RUTH

Furey in second position, while
Silke takeg his place among a
five-man group on six points, and
brings his rating over-all this
year to 15 points.

Diominating the hurling line-
up, however, is Matt Ruth, who
was outstanding for a much
under-strength Kilkenny in their
shock League win over Tipperary
at Nowlan Park, and who again
caught the eye when the Nore-
siders continued their revival at
Croke Park by making it three
wins in three outings, in the
1976-77 series, at the expense of
Dublin.

Ruth takes the premier posi-
tion in hurling on nine points,
and this brings hig total to date
to 15.

In football, some grand Nat-
ional League games ensured that
competition was particularly keen
this month. But the solid play of
John O’Keeffe in Kerry's win
over Dublin at Tralee in October,
coupled with another fine showing
when helping the Munster cham-
pions to their hard-earned draw
with Cork at Pairc Ui Chaoimh
in November, gives the Austin
Stacks elub man a vital edge over
all other contenders.

Surprisingly enough, in head-
ing the December line-up in the
football scene, O'Keeffe finds
favour this year for only the first
time.

7
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Jack O’Shea, one of Kerry’s
bright new senior stars, was an-
other who was very prominent
in the win over Dublin. He show-
ed up well, too, at Pairc Ui
Chaoimh, where Dave McCarthy
had another first-rate game for
Cork.

This pair share second place on
eight points which means that
McCarthy now moves up to 15
points over-all.

HURLING

. Hartigan (Limerick) ... 21
. O'Dwyer (Tipperary) ... 9

9 M. Ruth (Kilkenny) ......... 15
7 T. Furey (Galway) ............ %
7 S. Murphy (Galway) ......... /]
6 J. Horgan (Cork) ............ 20
6 L. O'Brien (Kilkenny) ...... 19
6 S. Silke (Galway) ............ 15
6 C. Honan (Clare) ............ 13
6 S. Hehir (Clare) ............ 6
5 P

O N

FOOTBALL

9 J. O’Keefle (Kerry) ......... 9
8 D. McCarthy (Cork) ......... 15
g J. 0’Shea (Kerry) .....ooeos.. 8
7 W. Walsh (Down) ............ 13
6 M. Carney (Donegal) ...... 12
6 B. Kelly (Derry) ............ 6
6 A. Hanahoe (Dublin) ...... 6
6 E. McKenna (Tyrone) ...... 6
6 J. Timoney (Mayo) ......... 6
6 W. Bryan (Offaly) ............ 6



Here's to
enjoyment




These stars

left with

us abiding

T was a good year for hurling
when all is considered. Begin-
ning with that recovery of Gal-
way in the New Year, thelr
spirited display against Cork and
their vindication of themselves
in the Railway ‘Cup, even In
defeat. One recalls how bother-
some was their slide away from
form after the AllIreland. But
it hag been a hard year and all
the way under pressure gnce
they forced themselves on our
intentions early on with League
quarter-final victory over Cork.
Many were saying then that
they had told us so andg with
much wagging of heads pointed
out that it was inevitable because
it had all been a flash in the pan.
Therefore, the rediscovery of
their desire to win by Galway
was vita] and it gave the indica-
tions that they would, nerhaps,
make the championshiv interest-
ing. They did, of course. The
two games with Wexford were a
highlight, And the victory in the
Oireachtas at the end of the vear
wag some tangible recognition of
their status in the game now.
Joe McdDonagh’s disvlay in ihe
drawn semi-final against Wexford
was one of the abiding memories
of the year; so was the needed
strength given to midfield by
Frank Burke in a number of
matches; and the cool, contrelled

@ Denis Coughlan

hurler of the vear.

DRENNAN

af Cork  « .
Drennan's best

play of Nial] McInerney in the
full-backs. An awful lot of whole-
hearted play by Michael Cannolly
at midfield went without due
praise, I thought and if Sean

Silke was not so stunning as in

1875 that is no reason to forget
hig many fine displays and pin-
point free-taking.

The second thrill] of the vear
was, of course the game endeav-
ours of Clare to emulate Galway
and cause a second survrise in
a row In the League. How close
to success they were, and how
sad, in many ways, that they did
not have that one extra puck of
the ball which would have given
them victory over Kilkenny the

9

first day. After the traumatic ex-
periences of that emotional
League campaign 1t was, Der-

haps, nct to be wondered at that

they were drained for the cham-
pionship.

Sean Stack, however, will not
be zoon forgotten, nor Ger Lough-
nane in the half-backs, Seamus
Durack mav have wilted a little
in the very end, but he was a
marvellcusly inspiring figure for
so long. (Colm Honan striding
away at full speed was a memory
to cherish and so was the con-
sistent excellence of Jimmy
McNamara, Like Galway, 1976

was a success year for Clare, and
© TO PAGE 11




g.a.qa. persondality
Of the rmonth acoaro

Congratulations to recent award winners —

Pat Spillane (Kerry), Colm Honan (Clare),
Mickey Lynch (Derry), Mick Brennan (Kilkenny),
Tony Doran (Wexford), Willie Murphy (Wexford),

Kevin Moran (Dublin), Pat Moylan (Cork).

S




® FROM PAGE 9
how far they can eventually go
is a matter that stands suspended
in time. Given the same heart
and an equal thirst for success
they may be expected to get
better next year or the year after.

The return of Wexford to the
forefront was the other new iac-
tor in 1976. Their thorough vic-
tory over Kilkenny was the high-
light, no doubt. But, what games
they participated in with Galway
and then with Cork in the final!
And who will forget the precise,
tidy and elegant hurling of Mick
Jacob who returned after a
serious leg injury the previous
autumnp as though he had never
been absent? It was Wexford’s
ill-luck that they needed to have
Jacob in two positions at once—
centre-half-back and centre-field
—and even he has not the power
of multi-location.

Another thing that made Jacob
such a thrilling figure was that
he did not estimate the circum-
stances of the game or the form
of his colleagues in measuring
his own performance: whether
things were ¢ olng well or il] for
Wexford he was as commanding
as ever. More impressive, I sup-
pose, did his hurling seem be-
cause he is not a big man, nor
even a ‘hardy’ one in the sense
of whipping into the play. On
the contrary, it all seems done
by exquisite timing, dainty ball
control, prophetic positioning,
and persuason. For his 70 or 80
yard strokes from defence are
not things of violence and force,
but snappy, crisp wrist-work of
even gentle persuasion as though
the ball was a friend and not 1o
be ill-treated.

A League but no Championship
for Kilkenny—a change, indeed.
Ang a firm reminder that one
defeat does not make an end of
a great hurling team when they
reappeared in the League in the
autumn Fan Larkin continued 10
amaze, Noel Skehan’s eye does
not lose its acuteness, Frank Cum-
mins continues to pour on the

> H ¥
o L

! . y . g "
i b B e
G e T S Eg "fﬁ."-:""; o

& Br:‘aﬂ -Muffiﬁ;? of Dublin [’rfghlrj
book.

power at midfield, Brennan and
Crotty were irresistible in the
early part of the year.

Eamonn Cregan had some
exciting games at full-forward
for Limerick: Joe Towell proved
a nifty forward with Dublin;
Nicky Cashin proved the most
exciting newcomer of the year
for Waterford with a towering
first championship match against
Clare. But, for the hurler of the
year I have no doubt at all that
the choice must fall on Denis
Coughlan who played right
through the whole year — big
games and small, winning games
and losing some — with total
contro] and complete confidence.

Gerald McCarthy was almost
as important to Cork; Pat Moylan
played a few marvellous games;
Ray Cummins, Charlie McCarthy,
Sean O’Leary and the rest got
vital scores; Jimmy  Barry-
Murphy was the man for the
score when a score was most
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. top footballer of 1976, in Drennan’s

needed; Martin Coleman seemed
sometimes to carry a magic wand.
But, they all had ups and downs
while Denis Coughlan had none
—only ups.

The All-Ireland final, the Mun-
ster final, in particular the Mun-
ster semi-final, were the gtar-
games and found him at his best,
put when others were having
their svells in and out of touch
in the soring, Denis was playing
like a man who knew he couldn’t
go wrong., With special pleasure
1 recall the drawn League semi-
fnal against Kilkenny when he
was absolutely magnificent In
breaking the heart in the Kil-
kenny attack on his wing, and
moving to cover in other areas
with such effect that the forwards
must have thought they ought to
take the pledge, for surely
there were two of him.

It was the confidence of his
hurling that made Denis so fine

® TO PAGE 13
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in 1976; he knew what he could
do and did it with a calm mind
and no doubts. The other part o
it was that he was so sure of his
skills and form that he could al-
ways treat every ball on its
merits: if it needed a first-time
crack on the ground, he did that;
if it needed catching angd ‘‘cant-
ing” he did that; if it needed
hitting off the air, he hit off the
air; if it needed to be raced 1o
and met, carried forward and
1ashed over the bar, he did that
too. It is not so often nowadays
that one sees a Dlayer able to
treat every ball on its merits; too
many are limited in skills, or af-
raid to chance some particular
manoeuvre lest they miss. Tt
must also be some comment on
the obvious well-being of Cough-
lan in 1976, relieved of the In-
human burden of playing foot-
ball and hurling at every level.
Think of what hurling may have
lost because he had not pre-
viously given it his sole
attention!

In a vear when there seemed
to be more talk about what con-
stituted a correct hand-pass than
about the standards of play, it
was hard to be so uplifted by the
game of football as one so often
felt about hurling, It was a year
in which a Kerry team thought
itself so good that it could play
the game anyway it felt like and
still be good enough to win. And,
the ridiculous thing about it was
that they almost were, Tim Ken-
nelly and Ger Power were, may-
be, the ones who came best of
all out of the vear, though, if
one takes U-21 exvloits as well
as senior into account, Jack
0’Shea and Sean Walsh could
come into the reckoning.

Cork, who might have beaten
Kerry in the Munster final, pro-
vided something a bit more clas-
sical in their cemtre half-back,
Tom Creedon — also one of
the best kickers of the ball at a
time when few players anywhere
seemed to be able to drive it any
length. Midfield for Cork was one

of my favourite players in 1976—
Dave McCarthy., A small man by
midfield standards, he really had

i
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@ Mick Jacob
(Wexford)

B Tim Kennelly
(Kerry)

a few thundering games, going
all-out until he dropped with ex-
haustion, taking a couple of most
unpleasant knocks because he
simply does not know anything
about the meaning of the word
“fear?”,

Yet, when it comes to selecting
the footballer of the vear it is
hard to think that he was other
than one of the team that won
both League and Championship.
If you also consider that he was
the mpowerhouse of the All-
Ireland Club champions and also
that of the college which swept
the boards in the Universities
and Third Leve]l Education com-
petitions, coincidence alone will
suggest Brian Mulling of Dublin,
St Vincent’s and NCPE.,
Limerick.

It is, of course, more than the
fact of being in all those success-
ful sides and winning with them.
Mostly it was the irresistible
manner in which he dominated
midfield and made his powerful
incursions into attack to comple-
tely burst apart defences that
were stretched tight already. Ad-
mittedly. Mullins had a svell in
the early and mid-summer when
he was just as good as the best
midfielders around and no better.
But, it should mnot be forgotten
that he had a tough year and
and that it would have been too
much to expect of any man that
he nroduce the kind of midfield
play that annihilated Nemo Ran-
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gers in the club championship,
Cork in the League (both in
Cork), and Kerry in the All-
Ireland final.

That was the kind of standard
which Mullins set himself and it
was by that he was judged. Also
it is probably no coincidence
that this was one of the driest
of summers and a big, articulated
fellow like Brian must have
found the hard, glassy grounds
jarring; the big man always likes
a little give in the ground.

The great long legs and the
long arms seem to give Mullinsg
a prehensile scope, whether in
going for the ball in the air or
in covering acres of ground. But,
the most surprising thing about
him when vou see him for the
first time is that he is not a great
awkward harrow of a man 4s
you might guess when he trud-
ges to position. He does some-
times erumble away at the knees
and buckle like a foal on its first
trial steps: but be sure he has
grabbed the ball first, and up he
comes with it instantly to get it
away to advantage.

Sometimeg he receives a pPass
moving up in attack and you
catch your breath as he seems to
be going the wrong way with
gangling strides or running
straight into the defensive cover.
Yet, just when he seems to be
out of control, and usually at the
last possible second, he manages
to get himsef turned on the cor-
rect course or swung away ifrom
the cover enough to hit his shot
through. And his scoring testi-
fies the succesg of his shooting
and emphasises another surpris-
ing quality in one who, at first
glance, seems awkwand — the
delicacy of his ball control. It
adds uo to a wonderfully effec-
tive midfielder — the key, when
a1l’s said ang done, to the suc-
cess of any team. When you have
a fine centre-field others in the
side mav shine with great bril-
liance; when you haven’t an ade-
quate mair in the middle, nobody
shines — or, if they do, it is only
accidental and seldom in victory.
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Edited by KITTY MURPHY

LAST Thursday I made up my

mind that I was going to
have an early night. The idea
wasn’t really instantaneous
since the thought of having
that night free and all to my-
self had sustained me right
through the week. I had been
feeling extremely tired because
0f a succession of late nights.
You know yourself what it’s
like at this time of year. Any-
way I was beginning to show
the signs of “menta] fatigue”
and my two eyes were the
nearest semblance to two
burned holes in a blanket that
you're likely to get. No wonder
then that I was looking for-
ward to my good night’s sleep.
In fact the idea was so appeal-
ing I was quite cheerful getting
out of bed that morning.

During the day I pleasantly pon-

dered and deliberated on the
merits of a good night’s sleebp.
Nothing but good could come
from it. After all doctors are
forever stressing its 1mpor-
tance. They say everyone who
is active needs a minimum of
eight hours sleep. Now I ask
you — how could vou live like
that. Think of it this way—one
third of your life gone without
your knowing anything about
1t. As well as that I find that if
I have two successive early
nights I end up with either a
bad dream or g nightmare.
What's the choice in rotten
rotten applies . . .

Anyway to get back to basics, I

came home from work and had
a good tea, I put down the fire
because I decided T'd stay in

circulation for a few hours. I
read the evening paper and
found a feature therein on the
benefits of a good night’s sleep.
Did you know that vou should
wake up completely refreshed
and with an anxiety to meet
the new day. Nothing can
really deflate you, they say. if
you are properly fortified with
sleep. The senses will be extra
keen and the mind open and
receptive to all happenings.
Now I began to realise what I'd
been missing all those years, So
why continue to miss out?

The doorbell rang I didn’t mind

answering it — at least I was
getting it over before going to
bed. A young fellow of about
ten was selling boxes of Christ-
mas Cards. I looked at him and
said “Who are they for”. “You
— 1f you want them”, sayvs he
with an irresistable impish
grin from ear to ear. I looked
at the box to see 1f I could
identify a cause but I failed. 1
decided this was nelther the
man nor the moment for fur-
ther questions. There was no-
thing wrong with the price and
so what if they fell off the back
of g loris | .

I had scarcely a chance to ex-

amine my purchase when the
doorbell rang again. This time
‘twas a chap of about twenty
trying to get sale for turkeys.
He didn’t have any samples but
was glving every assurance
that these birds were no mean
chicks. “I’d never doubt you”,
I said, “but I don’t want a tur-
key.” He still persisted and
told me a small deposit would
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secure, Secure what I won-
dered but daren’t ask. Anyway
I eventually convinced him that
a turkey, no matter the size,
was top much for my dinner.
As well as that I assured him
that I had plenty of cargo going
home on Christmas Eve, with-
out the dead weight accompa-
niment of a member of the
feathered flock.

That encounter took itg tol] so I

decided here goes, I'll lie into
the bed. I brought a mug of
tea and a magazine with me.
'Twas a cold but beautiful
night, The sky was navy and
without a cloud. The stars
twinkled and danced in the
heavens, The moon kept a mov-
ing but perfect watch on our
frosty planet, In the distance
the church steeples pointed to-
wards their God and the silence
was broken every now and then
by footsteps hurrying past.
'Twas the kind of night you'd
like to walk on and on into the
distance—that is if you hadn’t
planned a good night’s sleep!

Being satisfied that all was well

with the outside world I read
my magazine for about half an
hour. Reading in bed can be
such a pleasant exercise. Little
by little my eyelids began to
droop. Soon they were quite
leaden and I decided it was fast
approaching time for the sub-
consclous to take over. I was
just about to drop into the
realms of the unknown when
something disturbed me. I lis-
tened — a dog was barking his
head off. That wasn’t too bad
but within ten minutes every



dog in the locality was disturb-
ing the peace. They say one dog
parks at something and the rest
bark at him. That may be SO
but here was I at the receiving
end of the lot of them.

{ blinked a few times, then closed
my eyes tight. 1 told myself
twas nothing more than a dog
making a bit of noise. I concen-
trated on going to sleep. Still
the penetrating barking conti-
nued. I pulled the blankets up
over my head hoping that
would drown the sound but it
didn’t. 1 got up out of bed,
pulled down the window and
looked out. There was the cause
of the commotion, a little black
and white shaggy terrier, sitt-
ing on his hind legs a few doors
away. He was barking away and
looking straight up at the
moon. 1 thought there might
have been a few cows jumping
over it but no, there weren’t. I
tried to get his attention by
calling him various names. He
chose to ignore me. I went back
to bed hoping he might just
go away or at least get the
message that enough is enough.

Suddenly I began to feel very
sorry for him, I decided I'd g0
down to him and maybe I could
fisure out what was bothering
him. Down the stairs with me.
I opened the door and moved
in his direction. Come here
puppy, 1 said, clicking my fin-
gers. Puppy stood up and fixed
a green glassy eye on me. Come
here, 1 said again, leaving the
next move to him. With that he
gave a yowl that reeled me
back five paces. Still courage is
not freedom from fear but be-
ing afraid and going on, Don’t
be like that, I said, as 1 did
my best to win his confidence
but he wasn't willing to
gamble.

Maybe he’s hungry. Back up the
stairg with me. I got out a
chunk of bread and buttered it.

This might do it I thought. Will
I hold it now and let him come
to me or will I throw it to him.
I called him but he showed no
signs of making a move, We
reached a compromise — T left
it at my feet. He stood up,
walked uo to me. He looked at
the bread, sniffed twice and
turned away. Maybe he wanted
jam on it but this time ‘he
wasn’t getting 1it.

Back to bed with me. This time
[ was freezing with the cold so I
filleq a hot water jar, I pulled
the clothes up over my head
again, Eventually, lo and behold,
I fell asleen. The combination of
menta] and mohysical exhaustion
must have brought on that happy
state. Anyway, 1 should have
known — ’twas too good to last.
I was awakened bright and early
when my friend decided he
didn’t like the milkman, The
growling and barking began all
over again. Thig time ’twas even
worse and more shrill than that
to which I’d been subjected. Any-
way, 1 decided I might as well
watch the milkman’s tactics since
he would have to effect delivery
of the milk., Maybe I might find
out where 1 had gone wrong.

The milkman whistled merrily
away until he came as far as my
triend “There’s a good dog,” says
he, as he tried to squeeze vast
with his four bottles of milk.
Fair dues to puppy but he wasn’t
falling for that one. Anyway, fol-
lowing a brief encounter, the
milkman was satisfied to leave
the milk outside the gate. Puppy
chalked up mnotch number two
for hig collar. 1 went back to my
bed but 1T knew that was that.
The postman was due any minute
so any ideas I had of further
sleep went out the window.

If you cannot be a star you
needn’t be a cloud, I told myself.
I decided I'd make the best of
the situation. I got up and made
myself a good breakfast. That,
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for me, is a rare treat and I en-
joyed it. I turned on the radio
but . turned it off again—those
cheerful 'Charlies overpower Ie
at that hour of the morning. The
day 'was bright and fresh so 1 de-
cided 1°d get out early and walk
to work, I was looking forward
to having a good look at my
friend in daylight. Would you.be-
lieve it, he was stretched out,
ful] length, on the foothpath and
yes — he was fast asleep! I 1g-
nored him ang walked past as if
nothing had ever happened be-
tween us. Now I ask you, what’s
wrong with a dog’s life?

Goodbye everyone and I wish
you all a very happy Christmas.

Friends of the family
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HAS ULSTER SET A LEAD

FOR OTHER PROVINCES?

it ——

By JOHN O’SHEA (Evening Press)

ARE Ulster poised to mount 2
meaningful assault on the
Railway Cup? That’s the question
being asked following the ap-
pointment of Sean O’Neill as sole
manager and selector.

O’Neill, the most experienced
player in the history of the Rail-
way Cup, has already warmed to
the job by gelecting a 40 member
panel. The players in Ulster are
impressed with his attitude, and
the feeling there 1s oOlle of quiet
confidence for the future.

We thought you would like to
hear the opiniong of some person-
alities on this Ulster initlative.

FRANKIE KEARNEY:

Ulster are lucky to have some-
one Oof the calibre of Sean
O'Neill for the position. He has
no other commitments, is enthu-
siastic ang knows what the game
is about.

If Ulster fail to impress in the
Railway Cup, it will be through
no lack of efiort on Sean’s part.
Ag far as I can see it's a signifi-
cant step forward by Ulster. The
Coemmittee system was obeén to
abuse, and often players were
played out of position to accom-
modate others.

If the other provinces have
such individuals as Sean O’Neill
available, then by all meals,
they should go ahead and change
their approach.

LESLIE DEEGAN:
It had to come sometime, and

I'm delighted that it has. One
man for one ‘team has always

been a sporting philosophy which
I have admired.

It seems to work okay with
English soccer, where the mana-
ger runs the show. Why not 1n
the G.A.A.?

Vou could not get a better
qualified man for the job than
Sean O’Neill. T will be surprised
if Ulster don’t do well this
season. By appointing one man a
team gets the benefit of omne
man’s ideas, and for my money
that's a lot better, provided the
man is qualified for the task,
than a confused mixture of four
or five selectors’ thoughts.

[ think the other provinces
could follow Ulster's example
with profit.

ANTHONY McGURK:

When the man chosen 1s total-
ly dedicated to the job, then of
course it must be a wonderful
move. Furthermore it cuts out
the “political selection.” This
type of action 1is not fair on the
counties who are represented On
the selection committee Or the
ones who are not.

Also the more people involved
with selection, generally one
finds, the less interest is shown
in the players. The players
usually  derive substantially
greater benefit from one indivi-
dual in charge.

Sean O'Neill has the attributes
to make a sizeable contribution.
Could anyone Dossibly see him
being biased. He will ensure that
the best fifteen players in Ulster
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take the field on Railway Cup
day. A reviva] of our fortunes in
this competition might not be too
far away,

JOHN O’'GARA:

If experience counts for any-
thing then Sean O'Neill should
lead Ulster to success within a
short period. He should do a ter-
rific job.

However before advocating
that the other provinces follow
Ulster’s lead, I would like to see
how Sean gets on. The idea 1s a
fine one in Dprinciple. Let’s hope
it works out. It has many good
points to recommend It, the ob-
vious one, I suppose being that
favouritism will not enter the
selection.

I can see no reason why it
shouldn’t be successful but as I
say let’s wait and see.

BENNY GAUGHRAN:

1 was never in favour of the
king sized selection committee—
too many ideas, too mamy mis-
takes. I recall listening to Sean
O’Neill when he was in charge
of a Combined Universities side
some years back, and I was very
impressed.

He will command the respect
and admiration of the players.
He has the interest, the ability,
the technical know - how. He
must be a success.

1 would like To see the idea
adopted 1n each province, with
the provision that each supremo
be given a limited number of
advisers.
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A family picnic near the ESB hydro-electric station at Leixlip.

A Question of (aring

Where the ESB has built generating stations on such rivers
as the Shannon, Liffey and Lee, new amenities have been
created. New lakes have been formed which, as well

as being beautiful provide facilities for sailing, rowing
and fishing and, of course, are pleasant places for walking
and picnicking.

Landscaping, trees and flower planting at ESB stations;
planting-out young salmon and trout in rivers and lakes
—these are just some of the ways in which the ESB
cares for the environment in which it serves.
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Kilkenny poised

more conquests

FTER the feast . . . comes the famine. Or so it must have seemed

to Kilkenny by the middle of September when they were sufi-
ering pangs of starvation in direct contrast to the way they had been
satiated with success during the championships of 1975, When autum "
finished they had relinquished the three All-Ireland titles won the

previous year.

The deprivation was all the
more pnainful because it came at
the end of a summer which seem-
ed to hold out promise of even
more plentiful mnourishment for
their appetites. The sparkling
performance in the June replay
of the Nationa] League final sug-
gested that there was gstill an
abundance of goodies to come 1n
the c¢hampionship ahead.

However, the Leinster final
brought the first shock when
Wexford successfully raided their
store of titles. Next the Tipper-
ary minors and then the Cork
under-21s continued the drain un-
til all the Kilkenny supplies had
disappeared.

The lean times have not lasted
long, though, and 1n recent

months there have been indica-

tions that the Kilkenny cupboard
will not be bare for too long. In-
deed, they have already made a
very significant start to the
League with a string of victories
over Cork, Tipperary and Dublin

suggesting that they will fiercely
resist all challengers for the
League title, which took them ten
yvears to regain,

It would be unreasonable if we
had been surprised by the man-
ner in which Kilkenny reboun-
ded so quickly from that cham-
pionship disappointment. Any-
one caught off guard must surely
have been ignorant of the rich
depth of talent at the county’s
disposal.

Kilkenny have been hblessed
with many brilliant young hurl-
ers in latter times, but — unlike
so many counties who have been
similarly endowed — they never
made the mistake of waiting too
long to introduce them into the
senior side. In so many cases the
enthusiasm of promising young
players has been dampened by a
protracted sojourn on the side-
lines awaiting the big opportun-
ity when established stars would
eventually retire.
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Not in Kilkenny where the sel-
ectors made it their business over
the past three years to bring in
the younger talent gradually and
carefully. So the likes of -.John
Marnell, Ger Henderson, Ger and
Kevin Fennelly, Dick O'Hara,
John Lyng and Joe Hennessy
were given their chances 1in
league ties or during the Ameri-
can tour last May.

It speaks volumes for the am-
ount of talent available that Kil-
kenny were able to release Fan
Larkin, Brian Cody, Liam
O’Brien, Mick Crotty and Eddie
Keher, in addition to being with-
out Carrolls All Star right corner
forward Mick Brennan, last Octo-
ber and still have a decisive
league victory over Tipperary.

Nobody doubted the ability of
Jim Moran, Dick O’Hara, Kieran
and Terry Brennan or Kevin Fen-
nelly, who proved against Tipp.
that he is as accomvlished a cor-
ner forward as he was a brilliant
goalkeeper with the under-21s.
We had seen them display their
skills in the wunder-age grades
over recent years. But what strik-
ingly underlined the great wealth
of Kilkenny’s young talent was
the advent — unheralded because
they had not apveared on any of
the successful under-21 sides —
of Jack Morrisey, the young left
half-back from Muckalee and
Sean Connery, the St. Lachtain’s
(Freshford) clubman, who proved
such an excellent midfield part-
ner for Frank Cummins.

With so many players of this
calibre available — and with Pat
Henderson, who has given the
county such wonderful service at
centre half-back, showing signs
that he can become just as cele-
brated a full back — there is no
doubt about Kilkenny being
strongly back in contention in
1977.
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Where are the

hungry

hurlers ioday?

CGR:‘K won the All-Ireland in 1976, right enough,
! put it did not make any major change in the
opinion of those who look askance at Munster hur-
ling and consider it has fallen drastically in recent
years, Their view, briefly, goes something like this:

Cork won in 1976 and they deserved to win even
though there wag no great gap between thexselves
and Wexford: but, what did Cork beat in Munster
__a Tipp team which looked good enough on the
day but has since shown itself to be fallible, and a
Limerick side which had too many weaknesses 1o
be really credible contenders?

And were Wexford as great as many made them
out to be after their big victory over Kilkenny?
Did they not show their shortcomings in taking two
ticht games to overcome Galway in the semi-final
and again more recently at Wembley and in failing
to beat Tipverary in the League?

Some fuel has been added to the fire by Cork’s
own rather unconvincing form since the All-Ireland.
Admittedly, they have been somewhat under-
strength, yet that does not completely cover over
the suspicion that they are wvulnerable, too. Kil-
kenny have given them a sound beating; they have
lost their Oireachtas title to Galway; Limerick
have tightened them to a point at Paire Ui Chaoimbh.

Thece are the facts and these we must have at
hand to consider the issue although, to be honest,
most supporters of hurling and critics of the game
will prefer to rely on memory to make comparisons
with teams and players of the past.

It is not to-dav or yesterday we have heard talk
of declining standards in hurling—Munster hurling
most of all. The subject has been with us for years.
And there is much truth in it I think. But you have
to differentiate between two asvects of the declen-
sion: one is the changing and probably declinin¢
standards in hurling generally which apolies (if it
applies) throughout Munster and not alone in Mun-
ster; the second is the actual disimprovement in
each individual county related to some norm of
performance selected from the past.

TOPIC OF
THE MONTH
by

_ JIM
| BENNETT

i

The first may be the more basic and, in the long
term, the more crucial consideration for the game
of hurling in general, The old-timers tell you it 1s
an insult to their generation to suggest comparison
with modern hurling. They say they run faster now-
adays, but that is the only thing they do ether fas-
ter or better Eudie Coughlan, Interviewed and
televised extensively around All-Ireland time 1976,
was forthright in his comments, The gizt of what he
had to say was that the modern player has no con-
cepticn of what it demands to make the completely
skilful hurler—hours, weeks, years living with the
same and practising unremittingly. “Practice on
Tuesdays and Thursdays”, he exclaimed, “That
means they spend the greater part of the week
without touching a hurley.” That seemed like her-
esy to him,

That statement reminded us of one made to US
by the late John Keane whose early death a little
over a year ago deorived the game of one of its
sreat thinkers. “To have any hope of being a great
hurler you must never leave the hurley out of your
hand.” Spoken in the context of debate abhout
players taking a complete rest from the game and
putting their hurleys away for a couple of months,
it might seem exaggeration, but the meaning 1S
clear enough.

Coughlan was making the same point when he
said that, in his day. they were in the training field
every night and every Sunday when there was no
match And you daren’t miss a night because you
might lose your place and might not get it back
because there were plenty of others as keen as you
were and as good.

Also, he emphasised. it was essential] to get
whatever work you could on the ball with the mini-
mum of delay, because every player was skilled in
all aspects of the play, and if you didn’t make use
of it when the opportunity arose, you wouldn’t have
it long. So players had to be first and foremost able
to strike first-time, on the ground or on the flying

® TO PAGE 23
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ball and be able to achieve what you wanted that
way, because 1if you couldn’t you might get few
enough opportunities of lifting and steadying.

Perhaps, it may be said that the speed of the
players to-day is some of the cause for the greater
indulgence in lifting, manoeuvring, solo - running,
ete., and that this 1s a greater point in their favour
than the cld-timers would concede. But, it is 1m-
possible not to concede the point that the amount
of good ground hurling and air-doubling is sadly
decreased.

The argument may be made that first-timing the
bal] may be a ‘blind” approach to the game and
that the calculating method of the modern player
is more effective. The answer to that must be, of
course, that it depends on whether the player is
skilful enough to be able to achieve what he wants
first-time, or whether he just hits the ball willy-
nilly to get rid of it. That, unhappily, is what much
of the first-time hurling in the modern game has
come to. Yet cne should never torget occasions
when we saw Christy Ring or some other of the
greats of hurling decide deliberately to take the
ball first-time rather than pick and handle to try
and make sure: the point being, no doubt, that
they were as sure of jashing the ball to the net with
a ground whip as they would have been hagd they
lifted to hand. And, since the quicker grounder
gave more time and guaranteed they would not be
caught and blocked while picking and angling, they
hit first-time.

It does not appear that such freedom of choice
is available to many of to-day’s hurlers because
they have not the mastery of the range of skills of
the game which their predecessors had.

Time, however, is of the essence here, and it
cannot be thought possible that to-day’s players
could vossibly give the time to the practice of the
same that old-stagers did. Indeed, it may be that
many of them have so many games to play that
they have little time at all for practice. In any
event, it is a different age, 4 fast-changing world,
and a social melieu which allows only a fraction of
the time for perfecting the skills that Eudie Cough-
lan and Ring and their contemporaries used to give
to 1it.

Tt may be that we shall have to seftle for some-
thing less wverfect than the standards the vete-
rans would demand, Yet, even when that reserva-
tion has been made, it is still true that we are fall-
ing wel] short of what should and must be achieved.
Too much sloppy striking, too much unintended
play, too little control of the skills.

Yet, applying that to the modern scene, there
was no doubt that this year’s Tipperary mingr team
was a revelation in that they were highly skilful,

and also in that they showed a decent discrimina-
tion as to what particular ploy was required for
each individual situation, They may have been
more impressive in the All-Ireland fina] than at
any other stage of the year but it always seemed
to be in them,

In other words, the role of the hurling directors
in each county is more vital than ever. There will
nearly always be famous hurlers of the past who
have the ability and the personality to convey the
message to the youngsters, Perhaps some counties
are not getting the return they should from their
retired stars of other years. Perhaps, in other cases,
the directors are there, all right, but cannot really
communicate. That is where the role of coaching
comes in at its most urgent aspect—teaching the
local hurling leaders how to get their message across
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@ Three of Munsters outstanding hurlers in recent
_ Pat Moylan and Gerald McCarthy (Cork)

and Sedan Foley (Limerick).

fimes .

to their charges; understanding what needs to be
said, what needs to be demonstrated, what motiva-
tions will inspire, etc.

On the narrower aspect of Munster hurling at
the moment, it cannot be said that it measures up to
the game as it was 1n the 30s, 40s or 50s, or, indeed,
the 60s. Tipperary have gone down, and many people
think that the nub of the story. It is important to
have Tipverary in good order because they add a
focus and a standard to be aimed at for all the
others. But, it should not be fatal in itself—there
were periods in which Tipperary fell away for a
number of vears before now. And as they came
back then, they will come back now, last year’s
minors providing a good guarantee of that. But,
while Clare are having one of their better periods,
the same is niot true of the other Munster counties.
Limerick, though they have a handful of class play-
ers are limited by the absence of enough to make
a championshio team. Yet, they are, in the last year
or two, among the tod chamvionship favourites.
With teams that were as good as they have now they
were mere outsiders in the late 40s, most of the 50s
and the 60s.

® TO PAGE 31
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IT is obvious, from the progressive and imaginative foothall

of Tony Hanahoe at club and inter-county level, that he
puts plenty of deep thought into his approach to the game.
That fact was also brought home to me, time and again,
during the course of our recent wide-ranging interview,
when I talked with the new Dublin team manager about
some aspects of foothall, Dublin’s rise to the top and the

prospects for the future.

Such 1s the depth of Hana-
hoe’s vision, in fact, that one of
the first points he made con-
cerned not football, directly as
such, but the championship
structure. The friendly St
Vincent’s club man feels that
these tests drag on over far
too long a period. A delay of
slX or seven weeks between
the football semi-finals and
final, Tony maintains, is too
long.

“It is particularly hard on
the team that wing the first
semi-final. Obviously, the con-
testants have to be very fit for
the game and it is not easy for
the winners to regain top form
again after such a Jong wait for
the final — this applies equally
to physical and menta]l fitness.
indeed the latter state can be
more e€nergy-consuming than
the former.” Tony believes that
it would be better if the cham-
pionships were sveeded up and
added, “a late September date
for the football final temvtg the
elements.”

As for the game of football
itself, I was anxious to learn
the viewg of the talented but
unassuming forward on the
much talked about handpass.

“The handpass has im-
proved football and anything
that improves the mobility of
the game is to be en-
couraged.”

When I mentioned that I
felt it was a difficult rule for
the referees to interpret, par-
ticularly in view of the speed
of the game, the Dublin cap-
tain commented:

“Some of the rules are
more difficult to aovly than
other; — certainly the hand-
pass is one of the more diffi-
cult but surely that is no jus-
tification to have it revoked.”

With Kevin Heffernan. now
a legend in his own lifetime, I
wondered if any man stepping
into his shoes as team manager
could hope to command the
same respect and commitment
from the Dubs as Heffo had
fostered in his three-year term?
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Hanahoe well equippe

succeed Heffernan
by OWEN McCANN

Hanahoe, who is a busy soli-
citor, took up the theme: “It
would be a foolish man who
would try to step into Kevin
Heffernan’s shoes.”

“At the same time someone
has to follow. If one is not de-
termined to get the respect and
performance from the players
then T don’t think one should
accept the nosition in the first
place. Kevin Heffernan has
made his own place in G.A.A.
history and there is no question
of anyone stepping into his
shoes. There can be only one
Kevin Heffernan.”

Tony Hanahce, who is 31,
made his senior inter-county de-
but in 1964. He has always had
a great enthusiasm for the
game; in fact, it comes second
only to his profession.

Highlighting some of the out-
standing trecollections of this
career, Tony singled out Dub-
lin’s win over Offaly, by a point,
in the 1974 Leinster semi-final
as the turning point in the
county’s fortunes.

“That was our first real
break-through. After that win
we began to regard ourselves
as serious championship con-
tenders.”

One of the greatest set-
backs in the Dublin glory era
was the failure to Kerry in
the 1975 All-Ireland final.

iJlIII!I|||-'IIIIII.'I|III|||IIILIIII.'I:III!:|'II.|:.;.|-|I_. T
1




L .
T R

ﬂ

e

to

“Had the Munster men caught
Dublin on an ‘off day’ in that
game?” I asked.

Hanahoe, who has won
every major honour in the
game, other than a Railway
Cup medal, would have none
of that.

“We were beaten by the
better team on the day and
there is nothing more to be
said. Dublin did not offer any
excuses for that defeat.”

Even at this late stage the
celebrations still continue after
that great Sam Maguire Cup
win over Kerry last September.
The Dublin captain under-
stands and apvreciates the calls
on the players to attend the
various functions. However, at
the same time, he feels that this
is an over - done asvect of the
victory celebrations—too many
demands are made ©on the
players in this regard.

On a somewhat similar vein,

he added that he sides with
those who believe that the odds
are now against a successful «de-
fence of the All-TIreland title
by any team, He instanced for
me the fact that Dublin will
open their championship cam-
paign ip 1977 against Kildare
or Kilkenny on May 29th; just
2 matter of days after they re-
turn from their American tour.
Despite all that the young
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@ Tony Hanahoe, Dubln’s captain,

holds aloft the Sam Maguire Cup
after his team’s most convincing
defeat of Kerry in this year's All-
Ireland final.

g licitor is loaking forward to a
very successful year ahead for
Dublin.

“We have an abundance of
talent in our n»nresent panel”
says the clever and incisive
forward, “and the potential of
talent among the younger
players on the threshold of
their senior debuts, leaves
little cause for concern.”

The man who led Dublin to
their League and All-Ireland
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senior fina] wins earlier this
year has cut such a dash in
football in recent timeg that
many are inclined to forget that
he is also a hurler of the high-
est calibre, having won a num-
per of county senior hurling
medals with St. Vincents and
has also reoresented his county
at senior level, I could not al-
low the occesion to pass without
asking if he had any views on
what steps are needed to get
Dublin back on top in the an-
cient game.

“T would not presume to ans-
wer that question. Great strides
are being made by many dedi-

@ OVERLEAF
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caled people in the county.
With the right application, co-
operation and determination,
they wil] reach the top.”

When I hinted that the ub-
Iin hurlers might possibly suf-
fer from an inferiority complex,
Hanahoe strongly disagreed.

“Why should they? After all
they did well in the National
League last seasen,” he coun-

tered, “and their opening game
against Kilkenny recently gave
further cause for optimism.”

Back to footbal]l and mindful
of Dublin’s rise from Division 2
Nationa] League status to such
a proud ranking in such a short
time and of the possible lessons
here for other counties, I asked
the Dubliner what factors are
needed to get any team tp the
top.
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“Try and find a Kevin Hef.-
fernan”, he joked. Then, in
more serigous vein, he men.-
tioned the “old reliables”—hard
work, application and determi-
nation — “There’s really no ma.
gic formula”, he said.

There has been some talk of
late that counties with large
centres of population, such as
Dublin, Cork, Kerry and Gal-
way, are likely to dominate the
championships in the years
ahead. This was something on
whi. h I was anxious to get the
views of the Dubs’ new mana-
ager.

“It would arpear that some
counties have a greater advan-
tage in some resvects. However,
the problem is a complex one
There are not many answers
readily available.” Tony replied.

Finally, the quiet spoken and
courteous Dublin man left me in
no doubt with regard to hig fu-
ture plans as a player — what-
ever about his other commit-
ments.

“I intend to continue play-
ing for some time to come, I
still get a great deal of en-
Joyment and satisfaction from
the game.”

In his latest gssignments as
team manager and co - selector,
Tony Hanahoe adds a further
important dimension to his al-
ready exciting career. The im-
pact he has created on the foot-
ball scene and the deep thought
that he brings to the game
clearly indicates that he is
superbly eguioved to face up
successfully to the new chal-
lenges ahead.

Needless to remark, we wish
him every success. Irrespective
of hig future fortunes with his
beloved Dubs, bv his bearing
both on and off the field, Tony

Hanahoe has already earned the

respect of his own team <col-
leagueg angd also of those oppo-
nents that he has come in con-
tact with, through nlaying the
game he loves, |
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McGrattan fills the

role of De Gaulle:

IT was De Gaulle, I think, who justified a massive financial
injection into French sport by saying that it the country
could not WIN Olympic medals it would have to BUY them.
Could it be that, however unintentionally, the Ulster
hurling authorities are thinking along the same lines as we
read of that cool £68,000 revival boest which is coming the

game’s way in the Province?

Neeedless to say I welcome
the move which should provide
a much-needed Incentive to
those who have ploughed the
lonely furrow for far tco long
and who, in many Instances,
might have been forgiven {for
yielding to despair.

It will be for the Ulster Coun-
cil to supvervise the funnelling of
the money now available 1into
promotiona] activities over the
next year. Coinciding with the
appointment of Seamus MeceGrat-
tan as hurling supremo on a full-
time basis the financial] windfall
could not have come at a more
appropriate time. If dedicated
enthusiasm—as reflected 1n Mec-
Grattan — coupled with material
assistance cannot work @ the
miracle, surely nothing will.

The bulk of the £68,000 cash
infusion will, I understand, be
met by the [Northern Sports
Council while the Association’s
Council will, itself, underwrite
the cost of nromotional activities
outside the area of jurisdiction
of the Sports Council.

Seamus McGrattan hag always
emphasised the importance of
developing the game at youth
level and not unexpectedly he 1s
already training his sights on
this vital area.

Can the Portaferry man do for
Ulster hurling what De Gaulle
did for French sport? Let's hope
he can. One thing is certain, he’ll

not fail through the lack of
effort,

And it is encouraging to see,
too, that our football Supremo
Sean O’Neill has got to grips
with his job so early by nominat-
ing an initial panel from which
he hopes to draw the side capable
of bringing back the Railway Cup.

With Paddy O'Hara, Brian Mc-
Eniff and Frank Kearney as advi-
sers, Sean has spread a wide net
in nominating hig 40-strong squad
and so far I have heard little dis-
sent about the selection which
embraces all nine counties.

Of course, this is very much a
preliminary panel and there
could well be additions or dele-
tions as the form-guide fluctuates
especially in the current National
League campaign.

+ + <

Speaking of the National League,
I am afraid that so far this
season our Northern countles
have had mixed fortunes with not
too much evidence at this stage
that we will be in at the shake-up
for major honours, But maybe
it’s early days vet.

However 1 can report that, as
usual, the Ulster club champion-
ship is well advanced. At the time
of writing Armagh champions
Clan na Gael have qualified for
the final against either Ballerin
(Derry) or Enniskillen Gaels
(Fermanagh) who meet in the
second semi-final in a week’s
time.

a2l

Perhaps the real shock in the
competition so far was the eclipse
of holders St. Joseph’s (Donegal)
by Ballerin. The Derry champions,
making their debut at this level
and with Sean O’Connell master-
minding the attack, ran out thor-
oughly deserving winners,

+ + *

Finally I am afraid I must end
on a rather disappointing note. It
was with a deep sense of regret
that I learned of Gerry Fagan's
decision to retire from the inter-
county refereeing scene, after
the recent Tyrone-Sligo National
League tie at Omagh. The popu-
lar county gecretary has made an
enormous contribution to the ad-
ministrative side of the game and
not least as a referee at all levels,
club, school and county. Indeed,
I will never understand why the
recognition which came in a rush
near the end of his career was
denied him so long.

However, the highest honour
did eventually come To Fagan
from the Ulster Council together
with many National League
clashes, an All - Ireland semi-
final, an under - 21 final and, of
course, the All Stars trip to
America last year. An All-
Ireland senior decider Wwas in
fact, the only “big-one” to elude
him.

There will be general relief
that his retirement does not ex-
tend to club games OT, perhaps,
more importantly, to his position
ag county secretary. They say
that no man is indispensable but
so far as Armagh is concerned
Gerry Fagan falls into that
category.
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HEN the future historian of

the G.A.A. comes to write
about 1976, he will have no 0p-
tion but to acknowledge that 1t
was a great year by any stan-
dards, both off and on the nlay-
ing fields. Maybe the long, warm
and dry Soring and Summer had
a great deal to do with the
entertainment provided and the
enthusiasm engendered, but, re-
member these same conditions
dig not add to the crowds or the
interest engendered by other
field sports.

It was a year that saw the Asso-
ciation acquire a new President
in the very able Corkman Con
Murphy, who has atready made a
considerable impact, and whose
influence is bound to be even
more evident during the months
and years ahead.

Above all, of course, it was a
tremendous year for hurling, and
that was mot entirely dependent
on the weather, because early in
the season we saw some wonder-
ful games in the All-Ireland Club
championship, even in January
and February.

Indeed the final, though played
in wind and rain at Thurles in
mid-March, was a memorable oc-
casion before James Stephens got
the better of Cork’s Blackrock
and thus enabled that diminutive
but dauntless character Fan Lar-
kin to bring the title and the

Moondharrig’s Diary

GREAT YEAR, BY
ANY STANDARD

trophy, not alone to the City and
the County of Kilkenny, but to
Leinster, for the first time. But
that was only the start to @ whole
series of wonderful hurling days
at Semple Stadium, all of them
thereafter on Sunday after Sun-
day of blazing sunshine.

It began for me with a spark-
ling quarter-final between All-
Ireland champions Kilkenny and
Limerick, followed by those
heart-stirring semi-final draws
and replays between Wexford and
Clare, and Cork and Kilkenny.

It was almost too much to ex-
pect that the League final, back
again at Thurles, would reach the
standard of the thrill-packed
games that had gone before, but,
if anything, it surpassed every-
thing we had already seen. Al-
most unbelievably the hurlers of
Clare and Kilkenny produced an-
other exciting draw.

Due to the American tour the
replay was delayed until late
June, but though Kilkenny had
run a very undistinguished
course on the other side of the
Atlantic, the crowds came throng-
ing back to Thurles and if the
result was disappointing, espec-
ially for Clare followers since
Kilkenny were far ahead at the
finish, yet the hurling was again
magnificent to watch and from
that aspect, a wonderful climax
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to the greatest ever National
League campaign.

The hurling championship did
not, at first, measure up to the
League standards, although it was
heartening to see Kerry come up
to win the Senior B title. But the
series began to liven up with the
Munster semi-finals, in which re-
surgent Limerick ousted (Clare
and Cork were somewhat lucky
to snateh victory from Tipperary.

For a long time it looked as
though Kildare would spring the
big surprise of the year, when
they ran Wexford hard in the
Leinster semi-final, but the big
Leinster shock was to come in
the provincial final, when Wex-
ford not alone defeated All-Ire-
land champions Kilkenny, who
had held the title for five years,
but fairly swept the Noremen
from the field.

That gave an entirely new di-
mension to the remaining games
in the championship. Cork were
first into the final when, thanks
mainly to a very effective open-
ing twenty minutes, they disposed
of the Limerick challenge to re-
tain their Munster crown. Then
Galway and Wexford also trav-
elled to Paire Ui Chaoimh for
their semi-final and kept up the
high drama and tense excitement.
We had vet another draw, after
a game that Galway had chances
enough to win. The replay was no
less thrilling and, though Wex-
ford came through, there was still
scarcely a puck of the ball be-
tween them.

The final was yet another thrill-
a-minute encounter in which
Cork held on to win, but a game
in which one felt Wexford did
not avail of their second half
chances.

As compared to hurling, the
football scene was, for long,
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neither as exciting nor as spec-
tacular. Despite a prolonged
struggle for Munster supremacy,
between Nemo Rangers (ICork)
and Austin Stacks (Kerry), the
Clubi  football championships,
which Dublin St. Vincent’s even-
tually won well, did not engender
the same excitement or enthus-
iasm as its hurling counterpart.

The National League campaign:
was alsg a trifle pedestrian until
the semi-final stages when Dub-
lin looked a trifle uncertain when
defeating Galway in one semi-
final, while Derry looked compe-
tent when disposing of Cork in
the other.

The final was closely contested,
but Derry failed to capitalise on
a late rally and ultimately went
down narrowly to the Dubliners,

As in ‘hurling, the football
championship did not really
warm up until the closing stages,
and then the customers certainly
got thrills galore with three of
the four provincial finalg ending

past ‘Meath by a couple of points
in the fourth.

In Ulster, Derry got the better
of Cavan at the second attempt,
Galway did likewise in their
‘Western replay against Roscom-
mon, while only in extra time did
holders Kerry shake off the Cork
challenge at Paire Ui 'Chaoimh.

The semi-finals were very difi-
erent in quality. Kerry, well held
for half the journey by . the
Derrymen, swept their Northern
rivals aside after the interval,
while Dublin first contained and
then conquered Galway in a very
negative typve of encounter.

In the final, however, we saw
a direct reversal of the 1975 de-
cider, This time Dublin always
seemed the faster, stronger and
more purposeful and amply
avenged their defeat by the
Kerrymen just twelve months
before.

So Kevin Heffernan went out
on a triumphant note, while it
marked the close of a remark-
able season for a quintet of Dub-
lin players — Gay 'O’Dmiscoll,

medals, a

Denis

Bobby Doyle and Jimmy Keav-

eney who won club champion-
ship, League and All-Ireland
really remarkable
treble.

My hurlers of the year were
Coughlan (Cork), Mick
Jacob (Wexford) and Fan Lar-
kin (Kilkenny). On the football
fields the man who really caught
the public imagination was Dub-
lin’s Kevin Moran, a youngster
completely unknown at the start
of the season who finished with
League and All-Ireland medals
and an All Star award, and even
in that short spell he played for
his county in four different posi-
tions! Next after him I would
rate weteran Dublin goalkeeper
Paddy 'Cullen, just mnarrowly
ehead of that talented Corkman,

Dave McCarthy.

And who do T expect to see in
contention next year? In hurling
Cork again, with Limerick, Tip-
perary and Kilkenny the most
dangerous. Tn football Kerry will
be back with ‘Cork, Dublin and
Galway very much in contention

in draws, and Dublin scraping  Brian Mullins,

Tony Hanahoe,

again, and Cavan the dark horses.

WHERE ARE THE
HUNGRY HURLERS?

® FROM PAGE 23

‘Waterford have fallen away a lot in the last ten
yvears; they seem to have settled into a kind of medi-
ocre rut from which they could always emerge to
create a surprise or two, but without real hope of
ultimate championship success. Cork have set them-
selves as potential champlons again in the Ilast
decade after being in a low state for the decade
before that. And the reason why Munster hurling
seems to be in a dangerous state is because, with
Tipperary on the lower grade, there is no alternative
to them to create that great championship to-do.

At wother times when Tipperary were down,
Limerick or Waterford or, sometimes Clare, and
maybe twg or all three of those counties were shoul-
dering into their place. In the last couple of years it
was a question of: “Is there any chance any one can
beat Cork?”

As to the likelihood of some of the counties
bursting forward to reinvigorate the Munster scene,

there is one aspect that is not reassuring. The ab-
sence of players with the star quality. Too much
egalitarianism these days, it seems; hundreds of
players not notably different except in some minor
degree.

Where is the heavenly fire that raised Mackey,
Ring, Doyle and many dozens of others (even if to
a lesser degree) above the normal tide of men?
They disturbed the comfortable anonymity of the
masses, raised ideals to be emulated or totems to be
torn down. At least, they denied vplayers the com-
placency they so easily find nowadays in the com-
fortable surroundings of hundreds no better or
worse than themselves.

In boxing they used to say that the improved
social security standards and the greater success in
fichting hardship in more socially concerned states
was the beginning of the end of the great prize-fight-
ing ages. The hungry fighter of legend 1s mow SO
much harder to come by. Ig it possible that some
damping down of ambition has also followed the
betterment of living standards in Ireland? Where
are the hungry hurlers?

31




A0\ CHRISTMAS
B A PRESENT

OWN "

(OLOURS "V,

Available at all outfitters and sports shops.
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The Central Tie Co. Ltd.

3 Sunbury Estate, Ballymount Road.
Walkinstown, Dublin 12,
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“"OUR GAME”

MANUFACTURERS OF IIIGH
CLASS MEN’S :

® SUITS

® JACKETS

® SLACKS

® TOPCOATS
® RAINWEAR

LOOK FOR THE “DUNLOE” LABEL §

lrish made clothes with the International
Look.

Call to your nearest Retailer and sce

Ideal Menswear Ltd.

BISHOP STREET, CORK
Phone Cork 23121

SOUTH WILLIAM ST., DUBLIN
Phone Dublin 772704




CHRISTMAS
SHOPPING
HINTS

HOPS and stores throughout
the country are already re-
porting on how Christmas shop-
ping trends are developing and
one of the most interesting points
to arise is that this year people
aren’t buying gimmicky way-out
presents but are concentrating
on practical gifts,

To anybody under ten, this is
a tragedy but then most veople
in that age group will find that
Daidi na Nollag has valiantly
stepped into the breach and given
them what they wanted anyway.
For the rest of us, whether over
ten or over seventy, there is a
lot to be said for getting some-
thing for Christmas which is
really going to prove a useful,
wanted gift. ,

If you’re interested in sports
as most of our readers are, or if
you want to buy a present for a
sports enthusiast (Grannieg and
Grandas can be included in that
category) then the task of choos-
ing becomes simplified. It helps
to look for your gifts in places
which have a really wide selec-
tion to offer, because this sparks
off icdeas. When Dublin goal-
keeper Paddv Cullen visited
Dublin’s famed Arnotts’ lower
ground floor snorts and lelsure
department recently — to the
great delight of stafl and cus-
tomers—one of his comments was
that it wag a gift-giver’s paracdise,
which indeed it 1s.

We asked the man who buys
all the stocks for the department,
Joe McGann, for a few Christmas

suggestions and he reeled off a
list as long as your arm, starting
with track suits which Arnotts
stock in sizes from age SIX up-
wards to chest 44. All generations
wear track suits now and the
modern grandmother might pre-
fer one of these to a bedjacket
for her Christmas present.

Hurling balls, handballs, all
Gaelic gear including the increas-
ingly popular hurling helmets are
in stock at Arnotts where one can
also buy sports bags, football sets,
football boots, scarves and socks,
and hooded windcheaters.

Next to a gift which caters to
somebody’s special interest, the
most welcome present is food or
drinks and H. Williams have been
telling us of the svzcia]l efforts
they have made this year to en-
sure that the off-licence counters
at their various branches carry
the sort of bottles that everybody
is going to want for Christmas.
Their range of wines has never
been wider nor more popular.
The Irish palate is finally begin-
ning to anvreciate a good table
wine and demand has quadrupled
for wines at Williams over the
last couvnle of geasons. They've
oot everything — French, Ger-
man and Italian wines and a wide
price range too. You could pay
under a oound for a bottle, or
treat somebody to something
special at up to £3 a bottle.

Looking for an unusual gift?
If the recipient you have in mind
is someone who enjoys a good
read, the Capuchin Annual might
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prove just the thing. It is genu-
inely the sort of book one can
enjoy dipping into throughout the
entire vear. There are pieces 1o
suit every mood from the reflec-
tive and thoughtful to the light-
hearted. Also there Is every in-

dication that the new Cap uchin

Annuals are going to prove ex-
cellent investments financially, as
were the original annuals, This
yvear’'s annual costg £3.50 + 50p
extra if you want it nested.

If you smoke cigarettes you
might as well Dbe civilised about
it and light up with a Colibri.
Apart from being one of the most
reliable lighters on the market,
with a famous name to live up to,
some Colibri models are SO well
designed that they almost qualify
as works of art. Somehow a light-
er remains a very personalised,
‘¢rom me to you’ sort of present,
and need cost no mMore than the
sort of ephemeral gift which is
forgotten by New Year’s Day.

And though many of us are
getting afraid to 100k into the
future, it still helps to know the
time of day. With an Omega you
can be sure the time your watch
tells yvou is the right time, accu-
rate to the second. This range of
watches from Switzerland 1s much
more varied than most people re-
alise. There are literally hund-
reds of models and styles to
choose from, all with their own
particular refinements. Stylewise
some of the ladies’ watches are a
knockout, peautiful items in their

® TO PAGE 41
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GAELIC SPORT,
80 Upper Drumcondra Road,

Dublin 9.

&

Please send, to the name and address below, a copy
of GAELIC SPORT for a period of *one year for
which | enclose a Postal Order/cheque valued £4.80.

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

----------------------------------------------

Please use Block Capitals.

iﬁ!ﬁ!ﬁ%!ﬁiﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ!@ﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ!@@ﬁ

g

*Gaelic Sport is published monthly and the sub-
scription fee covers postage.

i d ﬁ’%%ﬁiﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁhﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%&%ﬁ?uﬁﬁ&ﬁi%’ééﬁgiﬁ? FFIE

i L e e e Ty e

:
t
R
.
:
g
)
Y
i
Y
g
&
24
o
iy
o
¥

i : =

RONCREA
Specinl R

bacon joints, ('

puddings- A
S

N

mighty meaty flavour

We mneed generous and
courageous young men to
work under Mary’s banner
for Christ.

* In Foreign Missions,
* In Teaching,

* In Parishes,

* In Retreat Giving,
As Chaplains.

PERHAPS THIS C

MARIST FATHERS (or mary)  avo soxe nex toven

MOUNT ST. MARY’S, MILLTOWN, DUBL'N 14

COME AND LIVE WITH US AND SEE FOR YOURSELF

ONCERNS YOU

(ST. PETER CHANEL
MARIST MARTYR)
IS OUR MOTTO

WE OFFER:

Challenge and Creativity,
Community Life lived
in Friendship, Prayer

and work.

Freedom to work where
the need is greatest
in the Churech.




T is, by no means, an over-
statement to say that hand-
ball has made phenomenal pro-

oress, particularly in the last de-

cade.

Obviously, such a situation has
evolved from a combination of
factors, though, in the final ana-
lysis, progress can usually be at.
tributed to the initiative of a few
individuals.

It ig in that context, the name
of Joe Lynch is highlighted as
one of the nioneers in the promo-
tion of modern handball.

At present, Secretary Admin.
istrator of the Irish Handball
Council, Joe has been involved
in the administration of the game
for close on thirty vears and has
literally “stuck with 1t” even
when the grey clouds did not ap-
pear to have a silver lining.

Involved in Gaelic games
from an early age, Joe played
handball extensively with the
James’' Gate Club, later serving
as Secretary of the [Leinster
Handball Council from 1950 to
1967 and then had a two year
term as Chairman.

For good measure Joe has re-
presented handball on  the
G.A.A.  Central Council for
twenty years and has been Secre-
tary of the Irish Handball Coun-
cil since 1854,

Although Joe Lynch has,
through the years, been the
game’s ablest avostle, he would
be the first to admit that there
were many contributory factors
in the progress of handball.

World Championships

Tn a place of priority are the
World Championships of 1970,
for it could be justifiably argued

A GOOD DECADE

that they were the precursors of
the present expansion of our an-
cient game. ?

For with the championships
came the modern court at
Croke Park, the advent of spon-
sorship, and a new awareness by

R.T.E. of the relevance of hand-

ball in the Irish sporting world.

Intertwined with these has
emerged the new conception by
those who administer the game
of the need to provide “igrade
A facilities in the construction
of courts.

Thus, during the past year we
had the pleasure of gseeing so
many different type courts
opened at  various centres
through the country.

Internationalism in handball
has also begun to have its effect,
in that the 40’ x 20’ court is now
the most popular playing area
and, this, in turn, has many ad-
vantages.

On the domestic front the small
court tends to project a gocd im-
age for the game, a fact which
can be analysed under a couple
of headings.

On the one hand it is much
easier to provide complete ancil-
lary facilities with the small court
and this is having the effect of
attracting an  ever-increasing
number of participants to the
game.

The introduction of the small
court into this country has als3
brought about the situation
whereby our players can compete
with the Americang on a more
ecuitable basis.

RTE—A Tribute

It is opportune, at this time, to
also pay tribute to R.T.E., for its
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contribution in helping to pop-
ularise the game,

The Annual “Top Ace” Tourna-
ment, which is so excellently
handled by Michael O’Carroll and
Mick Dunne, hag proved a tre-
mendous boost to the game.

And, finally, the creditable
status of handball to-day owes
much to the advent of sponsor-
ship.

With a steady stream of money
forthcoming from various sources
of commercial life, it means that
the Handball Council can now
utilise its own resources for
capital investment.

It would be remiss of me not
to vay deserved tribute to a man
who over the years has also
played no small part in promot-
ing handball — Tommy McQuald,
Editor of Gaelic Sport.

Since Tommy first introduced
our magazine to the Irish mar-
ket, way back in 1858, he has
always ensured that the maga-
zine carried an article on hand-
ball, and he is also the donor of
a magnificent trophy to the
Handball ‘Council to perpetuate
the memory of his departed
friend and hero, Larry Roe.

The
Capuchin
Annual

1977

£3.50

plus 50p extra postage
ON SALE MID-DECEMBER

Of all Booksellers or direct from:

CAPUCHIN PERIODICALS
CHURCH STREET
DUBLIN 2
Telephone 744121




Discover @
Ireland

al your leisure

And take a fresh look at Autumn and a fresh look at
the countryside this year . . .

OUR SHORT HOLIDAY BREAKS BOOKLET
has all the ideas and all the answers. Start with a
week-end and start discovering Ireland.

Ask your local tourist office
for the FREE booklet and full details

]
|

The |
special gift
for that
special
someone

Lighters of Superb Design—Superb Action.
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Please, leave

By Owen McCann

the handpass
alone — please!

A feature of the Gaelic Games

scene in recent times has
been a dramatic switch in em-
phasis regarding the merits of
foothall as a spectator sport. On-
ly a few months ago, following
some sub -standard matches in
the championshios, there were
many loudly trumpeting the
cause of a restructure of the
playing rules to ensure that the
game would ‘survive” as 4
drawing card.

Not for the first time the cri-
ties were answered in the Dbest
possible way with a splendid
All-Ireland senior final, and
some cracking matches in the
opening rounds of the 1976 - Fir
Nationa] League which proved
just what a great game we have
here. But, far from bringing
football’s many fine dualities
more strikingly into the spot-
licht as a result, we have had
these pushed aside by a chorus
of adverse comments about the
handpass in particular.

“The handpass is ruining
football’”. “It is reducing the
game to something that is more

like basketball thanp football”
How often have we heard com-
ments on these lines over the
past few months?

Let’s get the record straight
at the start. T am not oppo:zed
to change. More than that, I'm
prepared to argue that football
anc¢ hurling—indeed any sport
—mneeds to evolve and change
from time to time. Only in this
way will any game develop and
achieve ity genuine potential,

But having said that, I must
also say that I don’t think there
is a cage now for changing the
new handnass regulation. Per-
haps the gambit is open to ab-
use (what relegation is not?),
but sometimes I think that the
critics are too strongly opposed
to the handpass to <see any
merit whatever in this feature
of the game.

And, merit the handpass un-
decubtedly has. It helos to speed
up fcotball, and leads to more
fluent and intelligent play.

Take Dublin, for example, I
don’t wan’t to be accused of fly-
ing a kite for the Metropolitans
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at the expense 0of any other
county, but few will now seri-
ously aispute the fact that they
are one of the most attractive
teams in the country.

More than that, the manner
in which they have perfected
their own fluent, co - ordinated
football, wunder the shrewd
generalship of Kevin Heffernan,
has helped to breathe new life
into the game, and has also won
a new status for the Gaelic code
from many who were openly
hostile and critical of the game
in the past.

Mastery of the handpass has
been one of the factors in the
Dublin climb back to the top.
In fact, one could say that Dub-
lin really excel in this field.

But the point must still be
made that this remains but ONE
facet in their make-up. In
fielding, an area we usually as-
sociate immediately with Kerry
feotballers, the Dubliners were
more than a match for the
Southerners in the All - Ireland
final.

Indeed, there must have been
many a Kerry man who sighed
with envy as he watched the
brilliant fielding of some of the

Dubliners, and Brian Mullins 1n

particular, in the Sam Maguire
Cup match.

Then, again, there was the
clever way that Dublin explol-
ted the kick ahead in their win
over Cork in a rousing Natilonal
League tie at Croke Park in Oc-
tober that showed just what a
great and fluent game Gaelie
football is at present — even
with the much criticised hand-
pass. So much for the gambit
ruining football, or resulting in
its outstanding features being
overshadowed by a basketball
type of general approach.

No, I think that we need less

@ TO PAGE 42
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Though I've known Doney
pDonovan for only a little more
than thirty of his fifty years it
seems we might have been tod-
dlers together, And yet ome
thing I can never gquite fathom
is how such vigorous and hot-
headed playing determination
became encased in the quite to-
lerant amiability of the trainer-
coach to-day, without any de-
crease in the manly spirit which
drove the player, I subpose it’s
the iob. As confract manager
with Sisk’s Doney is responsible
for the organisation and co-ordi-
nation of various-sized jobs in
different locations. Close contact
with a site-foreman will ensure
carpenters aren’t standing by
with their hands hanging *to
them, while masons finish a job.
Proprietors are happy when the
job is finished in time, and so is
everybody. The job ohviously
asks for judgement, timing, man-
agement, dinlomatic supervision,
all combining to mould a thing
called leadership,

“1 try to talk to the wiorkman
in his own language, to the boss
in his, and to the reverend
mother in hers,” Doney Says.
Candidly I suggest it doesn’t
cause O’Donovan any real strain
and ag a result, handling twenty-
five young men Aanxious to win

honour on the playing field
comes edsy.
“Geenerally football 1s going

ahead well. I don’'t agree with
everything that’s happening on
the fielg but still it's a good
game. Our own team just now 18
losing a lot of the ball between
the half backs and the half for-
wards simply because players
are trying to fing the man all the

Doney O’Donovan’s views
on Gaelic football

2wy Recorded by EAMONN YOUNG

time While it is obviousiy the
correct thing to send the ball to
an unmarked man and so. keep
possession, it is not always DOS-
sible to dio this and the half back
who tries to get the ball to his
comrade thirty vards away very
often has only a fifty-fifty chance
of succeeding. If he drives a long
qecurate ball unfield his team-
mates have still an even chance
of getting it with the adided ad-
vantage that you're far deeper
into your opponent’s territory.
In our recent game against Gal-
way in the League we trieq too
hard to keep possession and
trusted little to the long kick.
In the Kerry game however this
was remedied to some extent as
q result of some talking.”

“T'm not sure if the hand-pass
has added much to the game butl
certainly one must work to beat
it. In ’'46 they took it up and
down the field slinging it around
and the efforts to beat it drew a
lot of critical comment. The way
to beat it to-day is to mark clo-
sely man for man; field the ball
well and drive it accurately fifty-
five yards. When a man is sur-
rounded, the hand-pass 1s a oreat
asset and not to bractise it 15
madness. I'm not sure we could
limit it to one pass, for the ref
has already enough to do with-
out giving him more, Of course
he has to watch for more than
one hop on the ground.”

“I'm rather unhappy about the
ball which is punched into the
net from the vicinity of the small
square. The Dresent rule was
drawn up to stoop the man Wwho
poached around the sauare but
it has succeeded in penalising
also the man who comes In with
perfect timing, to punch a high
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one clean to the net from the
edge of the sguare, as Declan
Barron did in the replayed Mun-
ster final.”

“Now that we have forbidden
players to touch the goalie, I'm
wondering if the small square is
necessary at all? I would like
people to think about it. Are we
punishing skill and taking out of
the game some of its tension and
excitement? I smile when [ hear
meqn run down coaching and say
that it destroys a man’s natural
style. To-day when the public de-
mands that the top teams DIC-
duce skills on a level with the
professional only sensible
coaching from early years and
regular sustained practice will
meet the need”.

I hove that we continue ourl
offorts to soread coaching fur-
ther and if our men become MOoOre
skilful not only will the games
hecome even more attractive but
the lads will get more Dleasure
from playing them.”

“Pecple wonder are there
three or four teams In the
country, say Dublin, Kerry, Gal-
way and Cork drawing away
from the oack. I don’t think so.
Without a doubt those tour
should beat Carlow, Waterford or
Leitrim but any neglect in pre-
paration will very likely see
even the top teams fall to the less
prominent ones. There are about
ten county sides out in front all
right but among that ten there
is no great difference in stan-
dard. In fact every county 1n
Ireland can put out a fair foot-
ball side.”

“How happy we would be if
the hurling position were simi-
lar.”

@& OVERLEAF
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“Something which always up-
sets me a little when playing
most of the other counties is the
number of subs they have on the
line. T know that only fifteen of
them can play but their mana-
gers have a greater choice in an
emergency and also the extra
number builds unp a greater team
morale, We notify about twenty-
five for training but on the day,
only twenty-one can trave] in the
party. If there is a draw or a
win wvou go back to the twenty-
five again for training and of
course the lads will turn up, for
it’s a great honour to be on the
panel. The reward of being on
the panel on the day however is
one T'd like to give to twenty-
five and it wouldn’t cost a lot
more. Also there is the matter
of the late selection.”

“In Cork we have dual players
who decide to concentrate on one
game and there are many sound
arguments for doing so. In the
league if a man goes for ome
game he isn’t over-taxed and if
he’s a goog dual verformer I
like to think that he might be
available for one vital game in
the champilonship. f a man like
that can be brought on to the
panel of twenty-five he won’t dis-
possess anvone of the formal
twenty-one angd you have him for
perhaps ten vital minutes during
the game when the right opening
may occur.”

“I am thinking marticularly of
Ray Cummins this year, who was
captain of the Cork hurling team
and wanted to concentrate on
that. Though he wasn’t playing up
to his best merhang we could
have got a vital fifteen minutes
from him op the second day
against Kerry.”

“I am one of five selectors and
we want to win back that Mun-
ster chamwoionshiv for a start.
Last year we traineq every Wed-
nesday night in the Mayfield
School gym from Oectober to
game every

March. We had a

fortnight and a training session
on the idle Saturday. In addition
we had a mractice on the day be-
fore each game to allow the boys
to do a spot of kicking, talking
and- generally relax. We will try
to keep the present pane] toget-
her and add to it if possible, and
[ hope that around May next we
will have a team which picks it-
self for the semi-fina] of the Mun-
ster championship.”

“The morale among the players
1Is good and I think they’l] be
hard to beat in ’77. I am disap-
pointed that we went down to
Galway but we may be able to
come back. It was no help to have
ten of our players playing with
their clubs on the day before
that Galway game.”

“I enjoy working with the
Cork football side and my only
regret is that we didn’t follow
up that ’73 win. I think we could
have. Anyway I'll be doing my
level best to heln them win ano-
ther and of course I am thinking
of a successor as trainer-coach.
After five or six years of working
together with countless discus-
sions, formal and otherwise,
there are several who could take
over very competently. Billy
Morgan and Kevipy Kehilly both

of whom have Physical Education
qualifications are obvious choices
while Dave MecCarthy, Denis
Long and Frank Cogap are very
sound men who have a lot of
thinking done on football.”

“"Meanwhile our ambition ig to:
get back up there and stay for a
bit. Oh yes! there’s one more
thing could helv wus a lot and
that’s the strength of the club
teams. Sides like Clonakilty, Ma-
croom, Dunmanway, Bantry, Fer-
moy, Millstreet, Bandon have all
made a fine contribution to Cork
football over the years but in se-
veral cases the club sides have
been weakened by the fact that
good players, within a3 few miles,
play with their own junior clubs
and then with the givisions which
are picked from these clubs. The
club is very important and we all
want their good nlayers to play
with them but if we could work
out a scheme whereby the good
junior player can turn out with
the senior club side also, then
we'll have more of the strong
town sides as we had in vears
gone by, I would rather have
strong club teams than great di-
visional sides. Maybe someone
will work out a scheme. I hope
so!”

In Dublin
for business or pleasure ?

Come to the Clarence Hotel
where our business is your pleasure !

Grade A accommodation.

* Near Heuston Station and within
easy access of major cinemas,
theatres and shops.

* 70 rooms, most with private bath.
Telephone, radio, in all rooms.

o

* Friendly eflicient Service.

* Dining room or famous Clarence
Grill Bar for your mealtime pleasure.

* Reasonable rates for weekends,
overnights and holidays.

6 - 8, Wellington Quay, DUBLIN, 2. Telephone 776178.
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@ FROM PAGE 33

BRIREREHR

as top class watches. In the men’s
ranges there 1is also everything
you might look for — from the
chunky to the glim and under-
stated.

Chunky? Slim? Tall? Short?
We're talking about Irishmen in
general mnow. ‘Whatever the
weight, height or shape of to-
day’s Irishman, Ideal Menswear
are confident that they can pro-
vide a suit to fit him, straight oft
the rack. And if you don’t like
things that way, and still insist
on having your suit made to
measure, Ideal Menswer can do
that too.

Through their network of re-
tailers around the country you
can order a suit and be wearing
it on your back, a perfect fit, in
as little as three weeks. Ideal
guits are mostly made in pure new
wool, as are their sports jackets
and casuals., Manufactured in
Cork, they are worn by some of
Rurope’s best dressed men —
Tdeal’s first consignment to Ger-
many was recently exported. The
Tdeal look for men will not date
you after a season OT two: com-
pany bolicy is to produce fash-
ionable clothes which follow the

classic look, no gimmicks allowed.
And now that the classic, conser-
vative look in menswear is sweep-
ing the world of fashion at the
moment, Tdeal are style leaders
in any case. You can’t lose,
can you, especially when it’s
Guaranteed Irish too?

New from E/M.I. is an L.P. en-
titled ‘50 Years of Irish Radio’
which will make an excellent pre-
sent at the very reasonable price
of £2.75 including V.A.T. As the
name suggests, this features
drama, comedy, snatches of music
and excerpts from speeches at
public occasions during the past
fifty years in Ireland. Of special
interest to G.A.A. fans should be
segments of commentaries by
Michael] O’Hehir on All-Treland
finals between Cavan and Meath
in 1952, Down and Kerry in 1960
and Cork and Wexford in 1956.
One of the highlights of the
record is a commentary oOn
Ronnie ™Delaney winning the
1956 1,500 metres at the Mel-
bourne Olympics.

The ideal gift for father,
brother, husband, 1s 2 tie. John
MeMenamin of The Central Tie
Company tells us that he has a
full range of ties to choose from
with hundreds of designs to suilt
all occasions. This family com-
pany, which has been in existence
for 67 years, has picked the mar-
ket of Europe for designs very
carefully. All are TIrish made 1in

a modern factory and are of the
very highest quality. They are
available in all mens’ ouftfitters
throughout the length and
breadth of [Ireland. No matter
how small the town, John assures
us that it will have IC.T.C, ties
available, g

THE IRISH
TIMES

for best reading at

® PADDY DOWNEY, aelic
games correspondent of 'The
Irish Times, who has been
chosen by Gaelic Sport “‘Junior
Desk” readers ag their top
G.A.A. journalist for the past
four years.

— it feeds you

_

When did you last feed
your permanent pasture 4

@ Experiments have proved that liming can
i ncrease the output of neglected perma-
nent pastures by almost 60 %.

@® Liming costs are only a small item in

grassland monagement.

@ With extra grass you'll be able to in-
crease your stocking rate — which is
where your extra profits lie.

Start to lime your permanent pastures

Now !

BALLYELLEN wacnesium LimesTONE FLOUR

Goresbridge, Kilkenny. Telephone 0503-25177

/

41




Continental quilt
when you rent a

22 colour T.V.
RTV

RENTALS

Don’t get mewrong...

being inthe Civil Service
doesn't mean
being inthe
Civil Service

IRISH CIVIL SERVICE
BUILDING SOCIETY

Head Office:
Oursocie[y offers 25 Westmoreland Street,
competitm interest Dublin 2. Tel (O] )??0983.
rates,maximum security Branches: Dun Laoghaire,
and friendly service. Killester, Dundrum,

Phibsboro, Bray Shopping
Centre and Princes Street,
Cork.

Member of the |
frish Building Socreties
Arerorialion
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® FROM PAGE 37

talk just now about modifying
or changing the handpass, and
more and more attention to
mastering this skill—or perfec-
ting and polishing up al] the
skills of the game, for that mat-
ter.

Frankly I think we Trish are
too prone in all walks of life to
settle for the lowest common
denominator. One has only to
note in footbal] at the way we
are reminded time and again
that if the pick-up was abo-
lished completely there would
be less frees and stoppages.

That’s a fair enough point —
as far as 1 goes. But surely the
correct way to approach this si-
tuation is to strive to bring all
players up to scratch in the
skill — instead of doing away
with the gkill. After all, there ig
little to be said for making any
sport less skilful.

Dublin have given us an out-
standing example of what ecan
be achieved with dedication,
training and the will to suc-
ceed. And, apart from the hon-
ours they have won for them-
selves, the Metropolitans have
shown that the potential 1s
there to establish Gaelie foot-
bal] as one of the best spectator
sports of them all.

So, instead of arguing about
the merits or otherwise of any
playing rule at this juncture, T
feel that the other counties
(not all, but generally speak-
ing) would be better involved
in taking a leaf out of Dublin’s
book.

After all, if we even had
twelve counties playing foot-
ball of a class and avoea]l that
we have geen from Dublin over
the vast few seasons, then, what
wonderful competitions we
would have. And, what a great
base, too, from which to charter
forward with new moves and
skills to make Gaelic football
even more sophisticated.



ON CAMOGIE FIELD5

AL’I‘HIO'ULGIH Camogie has no
All-Star Awards, and al-
though the only outside recogni-
tion Dplayers get 1is irom the
B-+1I, which allots one of 1its
twelve monthly Awards to a Ca-
mogie player, recognition for
which we are Very grateful,
every keen follower of the game
will have her, or his, personal set
of All-Stars at the end of any
particular season. And 1976 will
be no exception.

Down Limerick way they will
give pride of place to the girls
from Croagh - Kilfinny who won
the All-Ireland club champion-
ship, a great triumph for a rural
club.

On the College fields there
must be, first of all, a special
word of praise for St. Aloysius of
Cork for bringing the All-Treland
senior trophy South for the first
time, and to Presentation Athen-
ry for the remarkable achieve-
ment of reaching both finals for
the second time even though the
double eluded them on this occa-
sion. But reaching the final stage
of both senior and junior compe-
titions speaks volumes for the
strength of the game in the
County Galway towmn.

On the inter-county fields, Kil-
kenny came storming back into
the limelight when they recaD-
tured the All-Ireland senior title
at Dublin’s expense In a unigue
a]1-Leinster final. This was a Very,
very tight game of close mark-
ing, which militated against spec-
tacular 'Camogie. But, mnarrow
though the final margin 'was
there could be no doubts but that
the Kilkenny girls deserved
their victory.

Indeed Kilkenny set a new Ie-
cord of their own as this was the

first season In which they
managed to capture both the
Leinster and the All-Treland

gsenior titles. The county also won
the Leinster minor title for the
third successive year, but again
faileg to reach the final of the
grade. The Cork minors kept the
Leeside flag flying by retaining
the title in this grade, while
Down recaptured the junior, All-
Ireland by a slightly lucky vic-
tory over ‘Wexford in the final.

Incidentally, the best match
I saw this year was comparatively
recently, a Leinster club cham-
pionship game between St. Paul’s
of Kilkenny and Buffer’s Alley of
Wexford. Admitting that the vast
majority of both teams were
made up of inter-county and All-
Ireland stars, the standard was
magnificent and the score-lines,
gt Paul’'s 2-9, Buffer’'s Alley 2-7,
tells its own tale about the close-
ness of the scoring and the abili-
ty of the players.

There were two noteworthy
achievements. Helena O’Neill,
playing possibly the most out-
standing game of a brilliant ca-
reer, scored eight of St. Paul’s

By AGNES HOURIGAN

nine points, and the ninth was
scored by Ann Downey irom a
free seventy-five yards out!

But while it is the teams and
the players who always make the
headlines, and rightly so, because
players and teams are what any
game is all about, the people
who rarely make the limelight
are the peopnle who really keep
any Association rolling, and
thank heaven, we have plenty of
them in Camogle.

They are the devoted neople
who keev the wheels turning at
schools and colleges and club le-
vel The people who run, and
who attend, County Board meet-
ings. who selflessly serve the As-
sociation and the game they love
in any and every cavacity, If 1
hag the handing out of Awards
ang Oscars I would give one gach
to everyone of those devoted amnd
dedicatedq people, whose names
never make a headline, but with-
out whom no amateur organisa-
tion such as ours could exist for
a single week.

@’
OMEGA

selected Omega jewellzr.

elegance &pertection

GENEVE — Smart, sturdy and
utterly dependable always. Right
in every way for the man who's

Choose from the great OMEGA selection at your specially

¥ OMEGA, TISSOT, LANCO, AUDEMARS PIGUET. 4
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BOOK REVIEW

¥

IIN 1975 Dublin lost out to Kerry

in the All-Ireland final. This
fact is well-known to all Dublin
followers only too well. But what
may not be so well known among
the “Hill 16” men is that their
county year book, “Dublin ’76”,
won the award for the outstand-
ing G.A.A. publication of the
year,

Now if Editor Tommy McQuaid
and his merry band of contribut-
ors could turn out a winning pub-
lication in a “losing” year one
presumed that they would pro-
duce an even better publication
in a year that saw the Dubs
achieve the “Big Double” —
League and Championship.

Looking through a copy of
“Dublin ’77”, which I have here
in front of me as I write, T can
say without hesitation that this
year’s publication is, by far and
away, the best G.A.A. production
that T have come up against in
my long association with our
National games.

There are so many outstand-
ing features about “Dublin 77"
that one doesn’t know where to
begin to comment.

The all-colour cover spread
gets the trend, for what turns out
to be a publication that will not
alone win applause for the Dub-
lin- County Board but will en-
hance the image of the G.A.A.
both at home and gverseas.

The front cover features the
All{Ireland winning team with
insets of Captain Tony Hanahoe
holding aloft the National Foot.
ball League trophy and the “Sam
Maguire” respectively. On the

By LIAM RIORDUN

back cover ig one of the best ac-
tion pictures to be featured in
any Dublication, national or in-
ternational — captioned “The
Killer Goal”, it depicts Jimmy
Keaveney scoring Dublin’s all-
important second goal in the final

The centre-spread is another
very 1imaginative “eye-catcher”
featuring a double spread of the
All-Ireland finalists, fully illus-
trated.

Space just does not permit any
deep comment on the 34 articles,
running over 104 pages, but the
names of some of the contribut-
ors will be sufficient recommenda-
tion to what awaits the lucky
reader: Mick Dunne, Donal
Carroll, Eamonn Young, John
Comyn, David Guiney, Bob Hy-
land, Con Houlihan, Michael
O'Hehir, Paul Kelly, Micheal O
Muircheartaigh, Paddy Purcell,
John ‘0’Shea, Seamus O Braonain,
Owen McdCann and Charlie Perry.

However there is one article
that I feel will take precedence
over all others, it is “A Tribute
to Kevin Heffernan” written by
County Board Chairman, Jimmy
Gray.

Incidently XKevin himself was
invited to contribute an article
but, typical of the man, in de-
clining the invitation, he com-
mented: “I was chosen to do a
job, T did it the best way I knew
how and that’s it.” “Remember
I couldn’t have achieved what I
did without the wholehearted co-
operation of the entire panel of
players and, of course, my col-
leagues Torcan TRedmond and
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Donal ‘Colfer,” Kevin added. As
Tony Hanahoe says, elsewhere in
this issue of Gaelic Sport, “There
can only be one Kevin Heffer.
nan.”

“Dublin *77” was again edited
by Tommy McQuaid and the lay-
out of the magazine was in the
ever-capable hands of Paddy
Downey.

Priced at 50p, this must be,
without doubt, the best value
ever offered to readers in G.A.A,
history.

Dublin "77, official publication
of G.A.A. Dublin County Board
and  published by GAELIC
SPORT Publications, 80 Upper
Drumcondra Road, Dublin 9.
Price 50p.

CUMANN LUITH-CHLEAS
GAEL—COMHAIRLE ULADH

Gaelic Athletic Association
—Ulster Council

FIXTURES

1977
SENIOR FOOTBALL
CHAMPIONSHIP
May 23—Donegal v Derry
(Ballybofey)
Monaghan v Antrim
((Castleblayney)
June 5—Armagh v Cavan
(Armagh)
June 12—Down v Fermanagh
(Newry)
June 19—Tyrone v Donegal or
Derry
If Tyrone v Donegal :
Irvinestown

If Tyrone v Derry: Lurgan

June 26—SEMI-FINAL “A”
Armagh or Cavan v
Monaghan or Antrim

July 3—SEMI-FINAL “RB”
Down or Fermanagh
v Donegal or Derry
or Tyrone

July 24—FINAL




ELIEVE it or not we are back

again to the Junior Desk
Awards for 1976, This is our
FIFTH YEAR and the award
which is a specially designed
seroll containing the photos of
the awardees, etc., has been pre-
sented to the following.

1972

Football: Willie Bryan (Offaly).
Hurling: Eddie Keher (Kilkenny).
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Referee: Patsy Devlin (Tyrone).
G.A.A Official. Padraig O
Fainin (Portlairge).
Journalist: Paddy Downey (The
Irish Times).

1973
Football: Billy Morgan (Cork).
Hurling: Richie Bennis (Limer-
ick).
Camogie: Cally Riordan (Cork).
Handball: Joey Maher (Louth).

Camogie: Hannah Dineen (Cork). Referee: Michael Slattery (Clare).

Special Junior Desk Awards 1976

MY TOP FOOTBALLER ......ccovvivimiiiiiinine T —

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

MY TOP CAMOGIE STAR ....cciccciiiimimmmnmeiiiiia e
MY TOP HANDBALLER ......coccciimaiin s
MY TOP G.A.A. JOURNALIST ...cooviinmiiiirineaes
MY TOP REFEREE .....ccooveiivmrensinuniisrniinssnessstssassssisnrsoss
MY TOP G.A.A. OFFICTAL ..ccorviiiiiiiiiiiiiinn

SCORE OF THE YEAR :
INDIVIDUADL occcivviormanmnoansssnssoreesnnecnarmssancstsesassssssssnsss

CLAININE . ivvsesanimssssnasmmsmmes s ses vl pba s sessesies Sl
MY NAME IS
ADDREISS

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

AGE ON 1/1/770 cvivevessavigsvnvbias
Entries must be sent on this coupon to :

JUNIOR DESK AWARDS 1976,
GAELIC SPORT,
80 UPPER DRUMCONDRA ROAD, DUBLIN 3,

before January 1st, 1977.
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G A.A. Official: Dr. Donal Keenan
(Roscommon).
Journalist: Paddy Downey (The
Irish Times).

1974
Football: Paddy Cullen (Dublin).
Hurling: Eddie Keher (Kilkenny).
Camogie: Helena O’Neill (Kil-
kenny).
Handball: Pat Kirby (Clare).
Referee: John Moloney (Tipper-

ary).
G.A.A. Official: Kevin Heffernan
(Dublin.).

Journalist: Paddy Downey (The
Irish Times).

1975

Football: John O’Keeffe (Kerry).
Hurling: Liam O’Brien (Kil-
kenny).

Camogie: Bridget Doyle (Wex-
ford.

Handball: Pat Kirby (Clare).
Referee: John Moloney (Tipper-
ary).

Journalist: Paddy Downey (The
Irish Times).

G.A.A. Official: Séan O Siochain,
Mick O’Dwyer (Kerry).

Score of the Year: John Egan
(Kerry).

Since we started in 1972, Paddy
Downey has won the TOP G.A.A.
JOURNALIST AWARD every
year, while John Moloney hag
won the TOP REFEREE AWARD
TWICE and Eddie Keher the
TOP HURLER twice, Only those
under 21 on 1/1/°77 are eligible
to vote and one vote in each cate-
gory is allowed. Junior Desk
fans are asked to fill in the
ENTRY COUPON and send it to
me at address at bottom of

@ OVERLEAF
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@& FROM OVERLEAF The hurling spotlight was shared is his game if he has to choose.

COUPON not later than January
1st, 1977.

We are retaining the same
AWARDS AS LAST YEAR. This
year again we will present our
own' specially prepared JUNIOR
DESK SCROLLS to the eight
CHOSEN AWARDEES and a
COPY of the scroll to EVERY
Junior Desk fan who VOTES. So
readers please vote and you will
get one of these beautiful scrolls
which will add a touch of
COLOUR to the walls of your
BEDROOM., Vote to-night.
DON'T WAIT TILL TO-MOR-
ROW,

STEVE ALLEN

At last we have a LAOIS CUT-
OUT, Sometimes I'm told that we
always HONOUR the PROMIN-
ENT COUNTIES. So it’s nice to
see LAOLS HONOURED. I played
agalnst LIAOIS many times and
nad great opponents in NOEL
DELANEY, FINTAN ‘WALSH
and JACK KENNA to mname
THREE. To-day LAOIS gtill have
a fine football team and of the
current squad STEVE ALLEN of
PORTARLINGTON, who played
for LEINSTER in 1974 and who
won a LEINSTER MINOR
MEDAL in 1967, is one of the
keymen. |[In honouring STEVE
we honour the great LAOQIS foot-
ball tradition carved out by
MEN like TOMMY MURPHY, the
DELANEYS and DANNY
DOUGLAS,

PEN PALS

Seamus J. Murphy (age 19),
Shamrock Bridge, Ballydaly, Lr.
Rathmore, Co, Kerry; Gerald
Molloy (age 16), Tullokyne, Moy-
cullen, Co. Galway; Pat Kennedy
(age 15), Mongfune, Murroe, Co.
Limerick; Michael O’Hara (age
12), Patrick St., Mountrath, Co.
Laois; John Paul Murray (age
18), Cornboy, Carratigue, Ballina,
Co. Mayo, all] want Pen Palg in
Kerry.

FAVOURITE STARS
In the Provincial Chambions
Competition couvon I asked
competitors to nominate their
tavourite footballer ang hurler.

by Eddie Keher and Pat Harti-
gan, In football the honour was
shared by Mickey O’Sullivan and
Gerry McElhinney, If you asked
me to nominate my stars of the
year in hurling ang football T'd
nominate Mick Jacob, Jimmy
Barry-Murphy, David Hickey, Pat
Spillane, Tony Doran, Frank
Burke and Brian Mullins of
COUTrSE.
NOTES

I still haven’t heard from the
reader in Barna, Pallasgreen, Co.
Limerick who forgoet to send on
his name or from John W,
Meehan, Tottenham,ZK London, who
didn’t send me on his correct
address.

Have to held over some letters
from Muredach Noone, Ballina,
G. O’Connell, Hillingdon, Middle-
sex and Cathal O Térna, Glas-
nevin. G. ’Connell complains
about the Cork Co. Board not
replying to two of his letters con-
cerning the G.A.A. commemora-
tive programme, A Man and a
Stadium. Perhaps at this stage a
copy of same has been sent to
our 'G.A.A, friend in Middlezex.

OUR GAMES

Our Games Annual 1977 will
be out thig month. T have no de-
tails of it vet but be sure to buy
it when you see it. I’ll review it
next month. In the meantime
don’t eat too much turkey!
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Mary Cullinane, Cockhill, Kil-
cuimmin, Killarney, Co, Kerry
writes for the first time to this
column, She was very disappoin-
ted at Kerry's All-Ireland dis-
play. “Pat Spillane is Kerry’s
best forward and I do not Iike
the handvass which 1s changing
football to basketball. Dublin
seldom kick the ball ang they
cannot kick long-range points.
Cork are my favourite hurlers. 1
am a great admirer of Jimmy
Barry-Murphy. He is a great
player and I think he should
concentrate on one game. Hurling
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Cork is a great county ang has
great supporters who can take a
beating very well, The Munster
football finals were great. Kerry
will be back.”

® Mary, what a fine letter. You
win a prize of a Kerry scarf. Keep
writing, (J.M.)

Terry  Doyle, Ballymorris,
Aughrim, Arklow, Co. Wicklow
ls very critical of players who
feign injury and feels the um-
Tires and sideline men would be
of great helv to referees regard-
ing incidents during a game.
Terry wants a Cut-Out of Tony
Doran or Kevin Moran.

® /s time we honoured Tony,
who has given great service. I'm
glad he got an All-Star. Kevin is a
great young prospect. (J.M.)

John Murphy, St. Olives, Rath-
more, Co, Kerry wants a page of
Gaelic Sport given over to a
comic striv, He wants a Cut-Out
of Pat Spillane, Ogie Moran, Sean
Walsh, or any other young or
promising player. “Kerry will
make it 24 next year.”

® You must be pleased with the
League win over Dublin. We might
include John Long and Jack O'Shea
in your list, too. (I.M.)

I have a host of letters from
boys in Ballingarry N.S., Bel-
gooly, Co. Cork, all of whom pay
tribute to their teacher, Miss
Buckley, who buys GAELIC
SPORT in Kinsale. David Barry
1s in fifth class, loves hurling and
foothall, nominates Ray Cum-
mins, John  Connolly, Noel
Skehan and Ned Buggy as his
favourites and wants a Cut-Out
of Martin Coleman. Peter
0’Regan’s father played for Cork
hurlers and he hopes to line out
for Cork some day himself. He
wants a ICut-Out of Ray Cummins.
Peter 1s 12 years old and plays
tor Ballymantle U-12 hurlers as
a corner forward His favourites
are Ray Cummins, Pat Moylan.
Jimmy  Barry-Murphy, Eddie
Keher, Tony Doran and Sean
Silke. Anthony Dwyer glso wants
a Cut-Out of Ray Cumming and
Tony Doran, John Connolly and
Iggy Clarke. Richard Cowhig is
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in sixth class, likes John Con-
nolly, Ray Cummins, Gerald
McCarthy and Sean Silke and
wants a Cut-Out of Martin Cole-
man_ Finally, Emmanuel Barry
lives in Ballinhassig and is proud
of the fact that his school at
Ballingarry was built in 1884, the
year the G.A.A. was founded.

@ Obviously, boys, you have a
very fine teacher in Miss Buckley,

who introduced this column to you. .

Please tell us more about your
father, Peter O’Regan. If I'm ever
near Ballingarry N.S. during a
school day Tl call. A pity You
hadn't written a few months ago, as
I was in Cork during school time
recently. (I1.M.)

Christopher Hannon, 1879, Kill,
West Naas, Co. Kildare wants to
know when the Jack Mahon
Gaelic Games Quizbook No, 2 35
coming out and asks where he
can get copies of the Ulster final
programmes.

® The second Quizbook isn’t
ready yet. But I haven't forgotten
about it. Ill have details regarding
the Ulster final programme later.

(J.M .)

The Bonner family of Derry-
henny, Doochary, Lifford, Co.
Donegal are as loyal as ever.
Donal wants Cut-Outs of Gay
Mitchell, Seamus Bonner, Seamus
McHugh, John Tobin, Tom
Naughton, Paul McGettigan O
Frank McGuigan. Michael’'s All-
Ireland man of the match was
Kevin Moran, while 1n his
opinion Ogie Moran Wwas Kerry’s
best player. “‘Galway minors were
brilliant.” Another brother, Sean,
is high in his praise for Brian
Mullins.

Tim O’Donoghue, Gurranreigh,
Lissarda, Ce. Cork thinks Pat
Spillane and Ogie Moran are the
best players in Ireland. “I also
think John Crowley of Cork is a
fine hurler. When he was a small
little lad he used to come Uub the
road to meet our DONY cart on
the way to the creamery for a
spin as far as his own home.
Mammy says she’d like a Cut-Out
of him”.

@ For that letter, Tim, you win
a Cork bob-cap. It's the Editor who

JUNIOR DESK

has the final say on Cut-QOuts, but
it is hard to refuse a manmy. (J.M.)

Last but not least, we have a
late letter from Norman Roch-
ford, The Square, Gort, Co. Gal-
way. He tells us that he is a great
lover of GAELIC SPORT and has
been buying it for a long time.
He thought the Sevotember issue
was fabulous and his favourite
star is Jimmy Barry-Murphy ot

Brendan Hayden

Q. What honours have you Tre-
ceived to date?

g A. Two Railway Cup Medals and
one Intermediate and one Junior

2 All-Treland Hurling medal with

% Carlow. Within the county I have
won four Senior Football Cham-
pionship medals and four Senior
Hurling Championship medals, I
have also won mnine Factory
League medals.

2 What are the most important

 matches you have refereed?

2 Four Leinster Senior Football

gfi-nals, an All-Ireland Under-21

2 and an All-Ireland Colleges final

é were the most important. 1 have
also refereed county finals in
Offaly, Wexford and Kilkenny
and all Under Age finals in Lein-

2 ster. |

c What was your greatest thrill

2 ag a player?

é Winning the Senior Football

: Championship with my club,

§ Tinryland, after playing for 17
years.

% What was your greatest thrill
as a referee?

% The Leinster Senior Football

> Championship final of 1970 be-

% tween Offaly and Meath, Meath

2 won by a point after 80 minutes
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§
: with Carlow referee
|

JUNIOR DESK

IHIIIIII!IIIHI:IIIIIIIIIIFI:IIIHIIIIIHII|I||I1Iill1|||IIHIIIIIIl|HIIIIIIII|IlIIIIII1||II!IIIIIlIIIllIII[IIIItIIIIlI!IIIHII|H|I||1|l|f||l|HIIIHIIIIIIIIIHIIIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHI||I1IIII1IIIHIIIHIIHIIIIIIII'IIII'IIIIII:IIlIIiIIIH'IlI”

Cork.

That ends the Mailbag. Don’t
forget to enter your nomination
tar the Junior Desk Awards 1976.

Finally, ‘“Nollaig shona fé
mhaice dhiobh go 1&ir”,

Write about anything to:—
Junior Desk,

Gaelic Sport,

80 Upper Drumcondra Road,
Dublin 9.
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of tremendously exciting play.
The fina] score was: Meath 2-22;
Offaly 5-12.

Who was your greatest oppon-
ent?

Without a doubt Cathal O’Leary
of Dublin.

‘Who were the greatest players
that you have seen in action?

Paddy Cullen and Kevin Hef.
fernan (Dublin); Paddy Prender-
gast (Mayo); Mick O'Dwyer and
Mick O’Connell (Kerry); Peenie
Whelan and the late Ned Doogue

(Carlow); and Sean (’Neill
(Down).

What is your greatest G.A.A.
memory?

Watching, as a gchoolboy, Car-
low winning their only Leinster
Football Championship in 1944.

Who is the man you most ad-
mire in the G.A.A.?

Martin O’Neill of Wexford, the
tormer Leinster Secretary, is the
man for whom I have the greatest
admiration.

What ambitions have you got?

1 would like to referee an All.
Ireland Senior Football final and
alsp to see 'Carlow win an All-
Ireland at Senior level.
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TO-DAY —
you need
a HIAB

A HIAB lorry-loader will fiva tons GVW and over—plus a =
normally double a vehicle’s wide range of purpose designed (
utilisation—one lorry will do the handling attachments for most

work of two. That means twice  types of loads, be they loose,

as many hauls, twice as many packed, banded, crated or just CAHIR HOUSE

payloads, twice the profit pzr plain awkward. And blocks, be

vehicle—all for half the effort they loose, packed or banded, GARAGES LTD.
and worry, at only half the are always awkward. Except _

cost of purchasing additional when handled the HIAB way. Town Hall, Cahir,
vehicles. One man and one HIAB can off- (Co. Tipperary.
There’s a HIAB lorry-loader to  load mountains of blocks— Phone: Cahir 316.
suit most standard vehicles of quickly, easily, no fuss, no delays. Sole Irish Distributors

Peace on Earth to Men who are God’s Friends

Would you like to be a messenger of peace to the men

of to-cay? Helping them to achieve peace of mind and
heart, peace with one another and bringing the message
of love to replace the current one of greed and hate.

The IRISH FRANCISCANS offer you this opportunity
now.

No matter what your interest or talent is we can offer
you an outlet for it either at home or on the missions.

Contact : _
L.

FR. BRENDAN SCULLY, O.F.M.
The Friary, Henry Street, Limerick. Tel. 061-43911
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STEVE
ALLEN

(Laois)

Age: 25

Height: 6 ft.
Weight: 13st. 71b.
Club:

Portarlington
Position: Centre

Half Forward
Senior Inter-

County Debut:

1969.

CAREER
HIGHLIGHTS

Steve was an out-
standing gcore-getter
with the Laolg team
that finished runners-
up for the 1967
All-Ireland minor
football title, and was
also in the side that
lost the Leinster
Under-18 final a year
later to Dublin.

He won a Leinster
junior medal in 1968
and added a pro-
vincial under-21
championship
souvenir to his
collection the
following season.

A former star with
C.B.S., Portarlington,
and the local
Vocational 'School
team, Steve helped
his club to win the
county under-21
championships of
1971 and 1972.

Steve has appeared
with Leinster in the
Railway Cup, and was
at centre half
forward when the
province last won
the title in 1974.

MO N N NN NN NN




e e,

M F Massey Ferguson tractors

| have somany
Massey Ferguson gOOd p0|ntS'
Massey Ferguson

THE TRACTOR WITH PULLING POWER.




