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*Plenty of drinking water in *Adequate water in the *Sufficient water is needed ~
Farmyard and Fields is dairy is essential as a first to ensure thriving pigs and
necessary for maximum milk step to producing highest healthy poultry.
production and raising of grade milk.
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*Water on tap in the home *Cooking, scrubbing, *With plenty of water in
saves time and energy now washing-up and laundry the home, provision can
wasted hauling water about can be done more quickly be made for bathroom and

the place. and thoroughly. flush lavatory.
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SWIFTBROOK BOND
G.AA.
ALL-IRELAND HURLING FINALS
i bPairc an Chrocaigh 7th September, 1975

SENIOR — 3.15 p.m.

GAILLIMH v CILL CHAINNIGH
MINOR — 1.30 p.m.

CORCAIGH v CILL CHAINNIGH

ANl Stands reserved and tickets have been
distributed through the various units of the
Association . General Admission: 50p

ENTRANCES —

To Hogan Stands and Nally Stands—via Jones’ Road.

To Canal End Terraces—via lane off Russell Street Bridge.

To Hill 16 Terraces—via St. Joseph’s Avenue off Clonliffe Road.

To Cusack Stand (Upper and Lower Decks) —via Belvedere Lane off St. James’ Avenue.

e e —pree e e T



2
{

»
=—_E - &

2 by T B '

PRI ey - Ml B0 8 5
Fd Wt Tt e A
- 1

L TR oy P BT et 7 =3
el mmMML-H ';L".I.:Er"h'f"""_ ;
B AT T, BT g e L
£ -_.'.'_'._'.._ '-'- e - P

N ) -

aman and his Massey Ferguson

Massey Ferguson machines
will do anything on earth for you.

What better goal in life for a
long-term partner?

Massey Ferguson
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(HE toast must be the hurlers of Galway! Their win over Cork in

the All-Ireland senior championship semi-final last month was

more than a famous and deserved victory for the county—it was
a major break-through for the ancient game,

For too long, now, the top match of the year in hurling has been
dominated by the same small circle of counties, It is true that
Limerick brought a refreshing new look in 1973 when they not only
returned to the All-Ireland final scene after a long absence but
regained the national crown,

Few, however, will seriously dispute the fact that hurling needs
more break-through successes in the classic mould of that rare
Limerick triumph of two years ago, and Galway’s equally rare glory
day of mid-August. Nation-wide the game becomes more alive as a
result, and interest in hurling quickens outside the main strong-
holds. That is all to the general good.

This is not to take in any way from the wonderful contribution
that the game’s leading counties have made to the big day down
through the vears. They have set the standard, created the legends
that are part and parcel of the exciting and colourful history of
hurling, and maintained the unbroken link that provides the inspira-
tion for young men not only in their own areas, but further afield.

Yet, even supporters in the success-laden counties will readily
concede that achievements such as Galway’s in the National L.eague
and championship *-i; year bring new hope to the many who have
been striving so valiantly for so long with very little tangible reward
for their efforts. |

The new hurling heroes from Galway are worthy finalists.
Although they proved their mettle in the best way possible by
franking their National League title win in May with victories oOver
Cork, Kilkenny and Tipperary in the concluding rounds, many still
felt that they would be found wanting in the Championship semi-
final.

But the skilled and determined men from the West rose to that
challenge in a way that left no room for argument, There can be no
doubt now that Galway are indeed back once again as a hurling
power.

And Kilkenny? They, too, go into this All-Ireland final with
much to recommend them. The All-Ireland championg have qualified
yet again in impressive style, and furthermore, their hurlers have
given ample proof that they are maintaining in regal fashion the
county’s proud tradition as probably the outstanding exponents of
classical hurling.

COVER PHOTO
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OUR front cover this month features the All-Ireland finalists, Galway
and Kilkenny., )
GALWAY—from left (back row): Joe Clarke, Sean Silke, Sean Murphy,
P. J. Qualter, Michael Conneally, Frank Burke, Pat Lally, Iggy Clarke.
Front row: P. J. Molloy, Gerry Coone, John Connolly, Marty Barrett,
Padraic Fahy, Niall Mcinerney and Joe McDonagh.

KILKENNY—from left (back row): Pat Henderson, Brian Cody, Tom
McCormack, Mick Crotty, Eddie Keher, Mick Brennan, Pat Delany, Fan
Larkin. Front row: Pat Lalor, Noel Skehan, Willie Fitzpatrick, Liam QO'Brien,
Kieran Purcell, Nicky Orr and Frank Cummins.
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Joe Clarke
(Galway)

P. J. Molloy
(Galway)

Michael Conneally
(Galway)

‘Inky’ Flaherty’s

role in the

dramatic rise
of the Galway

hurling team

TWENTY-FOUR hours after the All-Irzland hurling semi-
final Frank Fahy, the Galway hurling secretary, summed-
up for me the influence trainer Inky KFlaherty has had on
the players who are now preparing for the final: “Hs has
them convinced they’re the greatest team in the country.”

This is, probably, one of the
more significant factors of Gal-
way’s very welcome re-emergence
as a real hurling force in keep-
ing with the county’s noble
tradition, for — remember — it
was Galway, along with Tipper-
ary, who sent a team inty the
very first All-Ireland final. It’s a
very notable achievement of
Flaherty’s to have developed
such a positive frame of mind
among the representatives of a
county that, sadly, in recent
times has so often taken the role
of gallant loser and appeared
almost 1nevitably, to be easy prey
for every other hurling county.

It's so easy to get into the
habit of losing as many of our

less fortunate counties know
only too well. There comes a
time when defeat is accepted as
the inevitable even before teams
step onto the field, no matter
how much ability or talent they
know they possess. Much more
difficult is it to alter the trend
and get players believing strong-
ly in themselves again.

Inky Flaherty was an outstand-
ing hurler during his playing
career and it was appropriate
that last May whepn Galway re-
gained the National League their
trainer should ‘have been a
plaver who contributed so much
to their last triumph in that
competition. But even if he had
not been the celebrated hurler

=

By Mick Dunne

of RTE Sport

he was, Inky would command a
place in the county’s history for
his role in the successes of the
current team +this summer. To
insti] in the players the faith in
themselves that is sgp necessary
for victory must have taken a
lot of persuasive talking, badger-
ing and advice.

We can readily accept that
Inky has the Galway players be-
lieving that ‘“they’re the greatest
team in the country”’ because
self-assurance has been a prime
feature of all their major
triumphs this year. They showed
it by taking on, and beating,
teams representing the three
major powers in the game—Cork,
Kilkenny and Tipperary. The
manner in which they scorned
the reputation of the opposition,.
especially when they met AllL
Ireland champions Kilkenny, had
a touch of arrogance absut it.
And no team takes on the cham-
pions with such an attitude un-
less they are, in fact, convinced
of their own greatness.

It’s gomething of a truism that
no team comes to the top over-
night, but when you examine
Galway’s background you remem-
ber the good minors and under-
21ls they have had in recent
times. So the material was there
when Flaherty took over as
trainer. Not being a man who
ever surrendered to the belief
that Galway was destined to play
the role of good losers indefinite-
ly, Inky was just the person
needed to mould these players
intg the All-Ireland finalists they
are today.

And yet — like Dublin 18
months ago—Galway, less than
a year back, were languishing
in the lower recions of the
Nationa]l League. To John Con-




BEST HALF
BACKS IN
HURLING 2

creat

@® Galway's
half-backs (from left):
Iggy Clarke, Sedn Silke
and Joe McDonagh.

nolly, their captain, goes the
credit for starting the move-
ment that was responsible for
the comeback.

The story goes that Johm,
who had played so much ele.
gant hurling without ever
achieving the championship
success that is the ambition of
every good player, felt that
time was running out on him.
So early last January at the
first of the year’s training
sessions, which at the time
were designed to take the
county out of Division 1B of
the League, Johp pleaded with
his team-mates to make a last
all-out effort in 1975.

He pointed out the sacrifices
that would be needed; he em-
phasised how essentia]l it would
be for players to turn up every
night for training so that they
could make a more determined
effort than ever before. He was,

I'm told, thinking only in terms
of the championship and ithe
league was not, at the time, a
primary object've, John’s Dplea
was that they start preparing for
the championship in Januery and
not a few weeks before the
guarter-final.

As the players got down to the
hard grind of training, first in-
doors in the dark evenings and
then outside as the weather in-
proved, things started to move
well. A lot of them had been
together as under-21s and minors
and the older ones like Connolly
and P. J. Qualter had plenty of
experience. With the players
showing growing enthursi~sm,
Inky Flaherty’s task, in a sens=,
became easier and slowly the
improvement was noted.

Selectors Frank Fahy, Pat
Robinson. Kevin Shaughnessy,
Tommy Fahy and Flaherty used
the league to test the players and

5

by the time they had won out
in Section B the side had settled
down mnicely. The big turning

March when, to
everycne’s surprise, they
knocked-out ‘the league ftitle-
holders Cork. Next came Kil-
kenny and even though the All-
Ireland champions were not long
home from America, not many
of us expected them to fall tfo
Galway. Of course, far from
being awed by the champions.
Galway tore into them with
astonishing zest and confidence
from the throw-in.

The rest is history. Tipperary
then fell and it was the League
after 24 years. Now Cork have
been overcome again and it’s the
All-Ireland fina] after a lapse of
17 years.

And can there be a hurling
devotee anywhere who wouldn’t
agree that it’s so good ‘to se€
them back again in the final.

point was in
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oF THE FINAL

S is the first All.Ireland
senior hurling final between
Galway and Kilkenny. The
Westerners were last in the show-
piece game in 1958, when they
lost to Tipperary. However, Gal-
way had a bye to the decider that
year, and before their win over
Cork last month we had to go
back to 1953 for the county’s last
Alldreland semi-final victory,
That game was played at Croke
Park, and Galway’s opponents
were Kilkenny. The Connacht
county had a single point to
spare — 3-5 to 1.10 — and then
lost the final to Cork.

Galway won their only All-
Ireland senior hurling title on
September 14, 1924. Then, in the
delayed final of 1923 they beat
Limerick by 7-3 to 4-5.

Meelick, of Galway, lost the
first All-Ireland senior hurling
final played, that of 1887, to
Thurles, of Tipperary, at Birr,
and in all, Galway has been
represented in nine finals so far.

@® When Galway won the

National League fitle last May

it was the first triumph since

1951, and their third title in

all,

Kilkenny gave an outstanding
dimension to a noteworthy feat
when they took the Leinster
senior hurling title in August for
the fifth year in succession. In
1974 they became the first county
to win four Eastern senior cham-
pionships in a row.

The Noresiders won their 19th
All-Treland senior title last Sep-
tember, and have mot made a
successful defence of the crown
since 1933. Their first All-Ireland

Pat Delaney
(Kilkenny)
plays in his
sixth
All-Ireland

final this year.

championship was won in 1904,
and they fill third place in the
rankings list. Tipperary lead
with 22 titles, and then come
Cork with 21.

* * *

Now for a brief run-down on
some of the men who are likely
to capture the spotlight in this
unique game.

@ John Connolly, who cap-
tains Galway, is 27, and has
been in the senior inter-county
grade since 1968 when he made
his debut against Clare. One
of the outstanding personali-
ties in the game in latter times,
he is Galway’s only Carrolls
All-Star so far in hurling (he
was honoured in 1971), This
elegant midfielder is a versatile
sportsman, and has represen-
ted Galway in all grades of

7

foothall as well as hurling,
won a provincial amateur box-
ing title, and plays squash and
golf.

@® Noel Skehan filled a sub-
stitute’s role to the legendary
Ollie Walsh in the 1967, 1969

and 1971 All-Ireland senior
finals. After a long spell as
under-study to Walsh he took
over in goal in 1972, and led
Kilkenny to their final win
over Cork that year. An All-
Ireland minor medalist in 1962,
he had hig first senior outing
with the county in 1963, won
a second national senior medal
last September, and holds
three Carrolls All-Stars awards
and three Railway Cup medals.

@ Iggy Clarke was a member
of the Galway team that lost

® OVERLEAF
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@ FROM PAGE 7

the 1970 All-Jreland minor
hurling final to Cork. However,
he had much better fortune in
1972 when he led the county
to their Aill-Ireland Under-21
final win over Dublin. This 22-
year-old Mullagh club man has
also two Fitzgibbon Cup (Uni-
versities’ Championship) med-
als won with Maynooth, has
plaved for Connacht in the
Railway Cup, and was on this
yvear's U.S. tour with the
Carrolls All-Stars party. He is
brother of full back Joe, A
National League medalist.

@ Pat Henderson was a
brilliant star of last vear’s final
win over Limerick, a success
that added to his senior medal
wing of 1967, 1969 and 1972.
Now 32, he won an All-Ireland
minor medal in 1961, and has
been in the premier inter-
county grade since 1964. The
mighty centre half won his
second Carrollg All-Star award
last year, helped Kilkenny to
their 1966 National Le2gue
title win, and boosted his Rail-
way Cup medals haul to five in
March.

@ Padrzig Fahy is one of the
many brilliant graduates from
the Colleges’ minor gnd under-
21 inter-county ranks now
making an impact in the senior
grade. With St. Mary’s in Gal-
way he won many Connacht
colleges medals, and he had
three successive seasons with
the Galway under-18 squad. His
first senior inter-county game
wag in 1967, and he has repre-
sented Connacht in the Rail-
way Cup. A member of the
Carnmore club, he was on tour
with the Carrolls All-Stars
party in 1972, helped in the
recent League final win, and is
26.

@ Nickey Orr became the
first from the Fenians, Johns-
town, to lead Kilkenny to an
All-Ireland senior title when
he captained last year’s team.

@ TO PAGE 54



IT'S NOT THAT I dislike Cork
and Cork people any more than
several of my “media” colleagues,
hut 1 danced: a J1g€ on the top of
Hill 16 when Galway won the
All-Ireland hurling semi-final,
What a fine team they’'ve got to-
gether—and not overnight either.

This breakthrough had been
on the cards for the past -E_ﬂ:‘llDlE
of seasons but “summer” trips to
America by a number of good
players held 1t back until this
vear. The present side has stuck
together and mow we've Seen
what dedication and application
of effort. both in training and on
the field of play, can do.

What surprised me most of all
abhout the semi-final Wwas the
newspapers’ pre-match rating of
the teams. Galway had beaten
Cork. Kilkenny and Tipperary to
win the National l.eague, but
vou'd imagine that that was some
third rate tournament involving
junior teams So little weight was
it given in the summing up pf
the game which appeared 1in
some of the papers.

* x x

ALTHOUGH GALWAY  had
beaten two of the leading Mun-
ster teamg and the All-Ireland
champions for good measure,
they were regarded as rank out-
siders when facing the Munster
title holders I heard of odds of
9.1 and even 3-1 being given
against them in Dublin bars on
the night before the game !

Of course the position of
underdoge suited Galway nicely.
And then they came out at Croke
Park and in those first ten
minutes struck Cork like a

thunderbolt. In fairness to Cork,
I must say that they showed their
traditional guts and fire in the
way they recovered from the
crushing blow of Galway’s early
goals.

In fact, Cork could have won
the game if they had taken all
their chanceg of points in the
csecond half, instead of chasing
after goals against a very strong
Galway defence. But if the Mun-
ster side had won, it would have
been a grave injustice to John
Connolly’s men—the better t€éam
on the day.

* * *

GALWAY PLAYED excellent
hurling all through the game. |
was particularly impressed by the
delightful skills of Padraig Fahy,
Iggy Clarke, Sean Silke, and, of
course, Niall McInerney — the
man Clare let go because he
wasn’t up to their standards!

It was a great game, a victory
for hurling even more than for
Galway. As one writer said in an
evening paper the following day,
the onlv losers were those who
staved away.

Much of the credit for Galway's
spectacular achievements this
year belongs to that ogreat hurler
of the past, “Inky” Flaherty. He
has imbued them with an extra-
ordinary degree of spirit and has
polished up their gkills to0 a point
which is quite capable of taking
the All-Ireland title.

What a marvellous achieve-
ment it will be if a team which
played in the lower section of the
National League last winter now
brings off the League-Champion-
ship double.

9

I want

Galway to
win—and
1 Lelieve
they will

I AM NOT old enough to remems-
ber Galway’s only All-Ireland
hurling victory — that of 1923
when such great hurlers as Mick
King, Ignatius Harnev and Mick
Gill were members of the win-
ning team. But like tens of thou-
sands of hurling followers (and
not all of them from the West),
I am hoping to see the men 1n
maroon take the title on Septem-
ber T7th.

My apologies to Kilkenny for
taking such a partisan stand. but
for the sake of the game of hurl-
ing in general and its well-being
in Galway in particular, I make
no secret of where my sym.
pathieg rest.

They are solidly with the Men
of the West Galway deserve this
All-Treland. Their League suc-
cess was a great reward for
devotion to the game, but when
all is said and done, the All-
Ireland is the prize that really
matters.

I'm sure that if they could do
so. Kilkenny would wish their
rivals well, too. But, maturally,
thev'’re not going to stand idly
by and let the Connacht men
win! I imagine, however, that if
thev lose the match, they will not
shed any tears because they
know. as well as all of us, what
this title would mean_to Galway.

In other words, Kilkenny can
afford to lose.

* x *

FOR A COUNTY with a fine
hurling tradition, Galway’s big
victories have been too few and
far between. Avart from the All-

@® TO PAGE 11
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Texaco Sports Stars

Each year since 1958 Texaco has
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the Year with a Banquet at which
awards are presented 1o the
outstanding personalities in all the
popular sports,

Texaco Cup/Irish Competition
The Texaco Cupis contested by
teams lrom all over lreland 1in an
———— annual compention which has

0 b oo become one of the highlights ol
the Irish soccer calendar

L

TexacoTourist Pilots
A familiar sight around Dublin, friendly
Texaco Tournst Pilots provide uselul
information about all aspects of Irish
holidays, Our cheery girls have helped
many thousands of tourists spend a
carciree holiday in lreland.

Texaco International
Car Race Meeting

Each year Texaco sponsars a
thirilling day’s motor sport when top
racing stars compete for the . : § e 3
Leinster Trophy at the Texaco e L 5 et . it
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Texaco Childrens Art Competition

Texaco's National Children’s Art Compettion
attracts over 40,000 entries from all parts of
the country each year. Texaco s proud to
contribute 1o the apprecation of art by our
voung peaple,
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Marty Barretl
(Galway)

® FROM PAGE 9

Ireland of 1923, they won the
Railway Cup for Connacht when
beating Munster in 1947 and four
vears later thev won the League
with a team which included
“Inky” Flaherty.

Bar three unsuccessful appear-
ances in the All-Ireland final —
1953, against Cork; 1955, against
Wexford: and 1958, against Tip-
perary — they had nothing fur-
ther to show for their efforts in
the meantime until that memor-
able day last May when they beat
Tipperary in the National League
final in Limerick.

~And now the six-mark ques-
tion: Will they beat Kilkenny ?
My opinion, for what it’s worth,
is that the speed, determination
and skill which toppled Cork will
also defeat the champions.

I am wel]l aware that Kilkenny
are still a good side. They
proved that in the Leinster final.
But their backg are not as fast
as they used to be and the Dbace
of the Galway forwards will, 1T
believe, show up that weakness
as it exposed a similar flaw in
the Cork rearguard.

In the League semi-final, Niall

@ Par Lally
(Galway)

@ /ggy Clarke
(Galway)

McInerney tied up Eddie Keher.
He will find the job harder this
time, but he is capable of doing
it again. Sean Silke and Joe
Clarke are also good enough to
mind the other Kilkenny danger
men, Pat Delaney and XKXleran
Purcell.

* * *

BUT I'M NOT sure that the Gal-
way midfield, Sean Murphy and
John Connolly, will get the upper
hand of Liam O’Brien and Frank
Cummins. Yet an even break
here would be enough to give
Padraig Fahv and his forward
colleagues the chances they need.

Wwith Kilkenny alerteda, there
is no possibility that Galway will
repeat the early goal-rush which
rocked Cork in the semi-final.
They will have a much harder
hattle for their scores against Pat
Henderson, Fan Larkin, Brian
Codv and company. But if they
hold their heads, £0 flat out for
the 70 minutes and employ the
teamwork which played such a
big part in their triumph on Aug-
ust 17th. they will, I am con-
vinced, take the trophy across the
Shannon for the first time in 52
years.

And I promise to be down

Joe McDonagh
(Galway)

11

@® Gerry Coone
(Galway)

there (incognito, of course) (o
watch their faithful followers
welcome the heroes home.
* + +

I WAS SORRY that Sligo didn’t
alsy get through to represent
Connacht in the football final.
But they have no excuses. They
failed to raise their game against
a moderate Kerry team—on that
day’s display—and paid a heavy
penalty. But at least they broke
the hoodoo, or whatever it was,
which deprived them of the Con-
nacht title since 1928.

Thev should now forget their
disma] performance in the All-
Ireland semi-final and make up
their minds to make a bigger
advance in 1976.

* * *

FINALLY, a request to the
G.A.A. authorities at Croke Park.
Please print sufficlent program-
mes for the hurling final.

I heard that they got out only
a few thousand for the Galway-
Cork game and those were sold
out even before the minor match
started. As a result, the un-

officia] sheets were snapved uP
like hot cakes.

That mustn’t happen on Sep-
tember Tth,

@ Secan Silke
(Galway)
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INEVITABLY it is Galway hur-
lers who this month domin-
ate the Top Ten spotlight, which
covers the period from July 20
to August 17 inclusive. How
could it be otherwise after that
never-to-be-forgotten and thor-
oughly  deserved All-Ire'and
semi-final win over Cork ?

Every Galway man was a star
in that memorable win, but pur-
poseful hurling all through, effec-
tive leadership as the team cap-
tain, in short a thoroughly first-
rate all round performance,
sends John Connolly to the top
of our list with a nine points
rating.

What a wonderful year this 1s
proving for the <€legant mid-
fielder from Castlegar! This lat-
est high rating, his best so far
this year, brings him into the
hurling line-up for the fifth time,
and boosts his rating over-all to
a whopping 38 points.

Padraig Fahy, Frank Burke
each of

and Niall MecInerney,

John Cn-nrully

(Galway) (Kilkenny)

__I_ﬂ

Tap

Kieran PHIEEH Daﬂd I-Iu:key Niall Mclnemey

John Connolly
streaks ahead

whom has been honoured once
before in this year’s charts, come
back into the limelight again.
They share an eight points rating
with Kieran Purcell.

A non-Galway hurler who
joing Connolly on the lead spot
is Brian Cody, whose great work
in his new left full back role was
one of the best features of Kil
kenny’s win over Wexford for a
fifth Leinster senior hurling
crown 1n a row.

The period under review links
Sligo’s glory day at Castlebar,
where they won their first Con-
dacht senior football title in 47
years and their All-Ireland semi-
final defeat by Kerry. John
Stenson’s solid volay at Castlebar
ensures the midfielder of a place
on seven points, but other Sligo
men have lost out in the strong
opposition from Kerry men as a
result of the Southerner’s clear-
cut win at Croke Park.

Three Dublin footballers arc
in the line-up after their Lein-

(Dublin) (Galway)
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ster final sparkle against Kil-
dare. And that brings us to

a Jetter from a reader in Bally-

bough, Dublin, “The Dubs For-

ever”’, who seems {o feel we

have a bias against Dublin men

in the “Top Ten” line-up.

Hardly creditable, considering
that nine different Dublin foot-
ballers appeared in last year’s
chart. This month’s review
means that eight different Metro-
politans have won points, with
Alan Larkin getting a hot pace
on an over-all ranking of 25.

HURLING

9 J. Comnnolly (Galwzy) ...... 38
9 B. Cody (Kilkenny) ......... G
g F. Burke (Galway) ......... 16
g N. McInerney (Galway) ... 16
g P. Fahy (Galway) ............ 14
g8 K. Purcell (Kilkenny) ...... 8
7 E. Keher (Kilkenny) ......... 26
6 M. Quigley (Wexford) ..... .
5 A. Doran (Wexford) ......... 5
5 E. Grimes (Limerick) ...... 5
FOOTBALL
g8 P. McCarthy (Kerry) ...... 8
7 A. Larkin (Dublin) ......... 25
7 M. O’Sullivan (Kerry) ...... 23
7 J. Egan (Kerry) ....coooveeeens |
7 J. Stenson (Sligo) ............ T
7 D. Hickey (Dublin) ......... 7
7 M, Lynch (Derry) ............ v
7 T. McGuinness (Derry)

7

6 S. O0’Connell (Derry) ..... . 12

6 B. Brogan (Dublin)

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘
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Slainte Mineral Waters 45 Montpelier Hill, Dublin 7.



@ J/ohn Horgan
(Cork)

“I".M not fond of training at all.
I know it's the wrong thing
to say. I'd play seven games a
week in preference to training.”
The blonde hair swept smoothly

over the high forehead and
softened the firm, serious face of
John Horgan of Cork and
Rockles.

“I know to be any good a man
must train hard and I do, but
often when I'm out there on the
field practising, waiting for the
sliotar to come turns me off a
little, and I start thinking about
other things . . . like my home. In
a match it’s so different. There’s
a crisis every minute and if the
crowd is lively — I love crowds
—the whole thing brings out the
best in a man. I love the excite-
ment of matches and the bigger
the gccasion the better, In fact
I've often played badly because
the match wasn’t important. I
don’t like the Mardyke at all. I
find no atmosphere there. The
Athletic Grounds is grand . . .
great atmosphere.”

JOHN HORGAN
HURLER OF
PLIANT STEEL

Broadshouldered, lean, tanned
brown arms to show his love of
the open air, the 25-year-old
father of a small daughter, and
his wife of one year, live a few
doors from his parents under the
wooded hills of Rochestown along
the harbour. John was well aware
of my praise for training spells,
and the good which comes from
them by way of relaxation and
increased skill. His point i1s that
the whole thing takes three
hours at least and the reward in
excitement isn’t big enough for
that period in the life of a busy
young man. If the field were out-
side of his house and he had two
good friends to puck around with
he'd be at it every day, but he
did take Justin MacCarthy’s ad-
vice and got into the handball
alley with coming hurler Weesh
Murphy (who will always remind
us of his famous namesake, God
rest him) to play handball with
hurleys.

John Horgan loves hurling and
his record as a Rockies captain

15

By Eamonn Young

and leader is first class, since
first he pulled on the famous
jersey at 17. “Do you know,” he
says with a smile, “you could win
money on me? Jimmy Doyle, a
fine player, is said to be the only
man in the country who played
in four minor hurling finals. More
luck to him. But Cork played
Wexford in three finals in '66,
'67 and ’68 when they beat us in
two. But in '66 there was a replay

so I did play in four minor
finals.”
John’s remarkable under-age

record continued with no less
than three under-21 champion-
ships in ’69-'71 and before he had
even moved out of that age-group
came his big day in 1970 when
at left full back against Wexford
he won his senior All-Ireland
medal.

“The trip to New York a week
after was out of this world,” the
quiet-speaking Rockies player
continued. “We had two tremen-
dous games with the chaps over
there. We won the first well and
lost the second by a small score
so we won overall. But the eX-
citement, the toughness and the
crowds made this the highlight
of my hurling. I had the honour
of captaining my own club side
in 70 and ’73, and it was a joy
to win the two county champion-
shipg and the Alld{Ireland <lub
also. Yes, I'm a very lucky
player.”

The shinty weekend in Inver-
ness was great sport, John says.
The Scotsmen were skillful
players and the length of the
puck-out with the crooked stick
surprised him, and the ability of
the goalie to stop with the heel
of the stick increased his sur-

® TO PAGE 53
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Kilkenny’s strength

lies with thelr

back-room mentors

IT’S often said about All-Ireland finalists that the “team behind the

team” — meaning selectors, coach, trainer and other officials —
are just as important as the players who line-out in Croke Park. The
truth of the statement has been evidenced in many cases, but rarely
as strikingly as in the Kilkenny triumphs of modern times.

As Kilkenny moved closer and
closer to Tipperary and Cork, the
top two, on the All-Ireland roll of
honour during the last decade
there has, repeatedly, been ample
proof of the invaluable contribu-
tion made to the county’s suc-
cesses by the “backroom boys.”
In recent times the county got
together one of the shrewdest
set of advisers in the game of
hurling. When Kilkenny surged
to five Leinster championships
on the trot in the last half de-
cade it was, of course, the men
who actually wore the black and
amber who etched out the vic-
tories on Croke Park and they,
very deservedly, earned the
oreater share of the glory. Bul
every player who took part In
that run of success (1971-775 n-
clusive) would readily acknow-
ledge the immeasurable contribu-
tion made by their officials,

It’s hardly surprising that these
advisers should have played such
a major part in the victories —
by their organisation, by their
preparation of the wvlayers and
by their astute assessment of
opponents and penetrating “read-

ing” of each match — gince thelr
credentials and qualifications in
hurling are so impressive.

From time to time individual
selectors wll change, particularly
with changing fortunes of county
champions, but basically Kil-
kenny have had a strong selec
tions committee for several years,
headed first by Nick Purcell (the
county chairman) and now by
Michael O’Neill, both discerning
men of hurling.

The team is picked by chair-
man O’Neil]l, Paul Skehan, repre-
senting county champions The
Fenians, Johnny McGovern (Ben-
nettsbridge), Dick Dunphy (Maoon-
coin) and Georgie Leahy (James
Stephens), so the most successful
clubs of the latter times contri-
bute to the committee. There
were few more celebrated half-
backs in hurling than Johnny
McGovern and both Dunphy and
Leahy have experience of the
game at the highest inter-county
level.

The man who has made most
impact on Kilkenny hurling in

@ TO PAGE 18

By MICK DUNNE =tE sport
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® Fr. TOMMY MAHER

ALV VLAY
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We’ll bring it right home to
you — a whole week of exhil-
arating colour. Free. Without
obligation. Watch it from the
comtfort of your favourite easy-
chair. See how good your
favourite shows really look.
Enjoy yourself'!

It’s time you put colour to
the true test. Just call to your

nearest RTV Branch and ask

for a 7-day free demonstration.

RTV Rentals offer the most

exciting enter- e —ah
tainment value
today. And back
it with the best |
service. |

L3 FALREF I NS S B Rk

RENTALS

Head Office : 40 Upper Baggol Street. Dublin 4.

36 Branches throughout the country:

FOR ALL DUBLIN SERVICES PHONE 764901
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KILKENNY’S
BACK-ROOM
~ MEN

the last 15 years is Father
Tommy Maher, who coached al]
senior Kilkenny sides since the
early 1960s. An Allreland fin-
alist himself as left half<forward
on the 1945 team, Father Maher's
impact as a coach has not, of
course, been confined solely to
Kilkenny teams. He has had
phenomenal success with the
sides in St, Kieran’s College ang
he was one of the founder
coaches — with Des Ferguson

X . s . ..
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® PADDY GRACE

and Donie Nealon — who drafted
the instructional series on which
the annual] coaching courses at
Franciscan College (Gormanston)
have been based since 1964.

Indeed, the influence of this
profoundly knowledgeable hur-
ling adviser hag stretched far
beyond Kilkenny.

On the day following Xil-
kenny’s 1969 All-Ireland success,
Father Maher announced that he
was to resign from his position
as his county’s coach, but when
when reporting this news I added
that Kilkenny officials and
players intended to try and



MADE, IT SEEMS, FOR PAPER SUBS!

THE Management at Croke
Park will have to give
cerious consideration to in-
creasing the size of the “dug-
outs” at Headquarters. The
accommodation in the present
ones seat ONLY about ten
average size players, And this
is of little use to such counties
qs Kildare, Derry, and even
the “Dubs.”

Recently Derry brought 12
reserves with them for an
Ulster championship game:
Dublin had 11 on call for cme
match, while Kildare sported

By
JOHN O’SHEA

of the Evening Press

12 for the Leinster final..

Towards the end of that
game, I felt for Pat Mangan,
who, having been taken off,
found there was no room for
him in the dug out, Instead
he sat on the grasg verge and
watched the annihilation from
there.

Seriously though the situa-
tion of substitutes at inter-

county level—particularly in
football — is getting out of
hand. Most prominent teams
now carry reserve strength of
at least ten, and it’s an ex-
tremely rare occurrence that
more than two of them are
used during the game.

Then there’s the problem
that only six of them will re-
ceive medals should their side

be lucky enough to win an All-

Ireland.

And when you think of it
surely six substitutes provide
ample cover for any team.

At @MWWWWWWWWWW AAAVVAAALL LA A TAAA '\.,W\ﬂ.ei-. AAAAAVALLWAVANAAANYG

g
z
!

change his mind. The fact that
they persuaded him to continue
right through to the present is
an indication of the great regard
they have for his worth as a
coach.

In recent years the burden of
looking after the physical fitness
of the team was lifted from
Father Maher’s shoulders by the
introduction of Mick Lanigan to
the “camp” as trainer, An ath-
lete of distinction when he was
a champion hurdler, Mick has a
sood background in physical fit-
ness. Both at St. Peter’s College
(Wexford) and De La Salle Col-
lege (Waterford) he was a more
than useful hurler so he knows
the needs of hurlers in the matter
of physical preparation. He also
has a close bond with the players
who wear the black and amber
so he can decide just how much
work each needs in the run-up
to the final.

The fact that so many Kilkenny
players, no longer in the youth
of their hurling careers, can gtep
onto Croke Park in the perfect
condition we have seen in the

last two years 1s a ftribute to
Lanigan’s handling of his charges.

Two others have contributed
more than a sizeable ghare to Kil-
kenny success, No one meeds to
tell Paddy 'Grace, their county
secretary, what is required of

o e
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® MICK LANIGAN
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playvers going into an All-Ireland
final, for he was one of the most
renowned defenders in his own
playing days and he adorned
Croke Park and many another
grounds with his hurling prowess.
Advice from someone with this
background isn’t lightly turned
aside by players in these days of
preparation for the final.

Very much behind the scenes,
but nonetheless plaving a valu-
able role, is Doctor Kieran Cud-
dihy who has overseen the well.
being of Kilkenny players for
severa] yvears now.

It’s no wonder, then, that it
was the Kilkenny backroom team
who thought up the Croke Park
innovation in the late ’'Sixties by
introducing the use of walkie-
talkie sets on the day of the All-
Ireland final so that some of the
selectors could sit in the Cusack
Stand to get a better view of the
trend of the mateh, but still be in
instant contact with other selec-
tors below in the team’s dug-out.
It proved such a successful met-
hod of operation that they've
used it over and over again.

T — — T o T
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National League
win heralds
new glory for

HAT National League win,

late though it was in arriving-
has done a vpower of good not
alone in Galway, but in many
other counties where the greatest
field game in the world is being
coaxed back to life.

Coming so goon after, and per-
haps even as a result of, Limer-
ick’'s All-Ireland success, Gal-
way’s victory flowered from the
hids of their All-Ireland under-
21 success in 1972,

Now the youngsters are hurl-
ing again in places where all
along they had been struggling in
the wake of the success and the
glory of the county’s footballers.
They are learning to grip, to lift
and strike . . . the very rudiments
of the artistry which the county
playerg revealed on their way to
Nationa] League glory and more
recently in their memorable
semi-final championship victory
over Cork.

Of course all this is more
evident in the strong hurling
pockets of the county, particu-
larly in east and south Galway
where men like P. J. Qualter and
Marty Barrett have been shining
examples in courage and deter-
mination.

Nearly a decade separates the
two in age and of the two, and

Galway hurling

perhaps because of his much
wider experience, Qualter has so
far made the greater impression.

He. of course, has been through
it all . . . through the lean times
as well as the good. He has
known the despair of constant
defeat, the toil and the sweat and
the tears and the longing.

And when Galway finally con-
quered Tipperary in that long
sought National League victory
it was as much a tribute to the
courage of P. J. Qualter and John
Connolly as it was to the skills
of the vounger members such as
Marty Barrett.

At 32, Qualter is the oldest
member of the team. A vocational
school teacher in Mountbellew,
he was a member of the great
Turloughmore team which made
history by winning six Galway
senior hurling titles In a Io0wW
from 1961 to 1966.

The skill and experlence he
acquired in those years at the
top have stood him well at inter-
county level, where at full for-
ward he has shown a combination
of coolness and explosive power
against the best of full backs.

Marty Barrett has not had to
endure the same agony in reach-
ing National League success. He

21

By Sean Rice

was a member of the 'Galway
ander-21 team that blazed a trail
of glory in 1972. His promise was
never in doubt since he was first
noticed in action for his senilor
club, Pearses . . . a combination
of Ballymacward and Gurteen
clubs.

Since then his range of abili-
ties has broadened, and what he
lacks in all-round experience, he
more than compensates for in a
dynamic approach.

After a somewhat unselitled
spell at right half forward, he
was moved recently to right
corner and it is in that position
that he has begun to display his
best hurling. The confidence
which he had shown in his
younger days returned and, bene-
fitting from the experience oOf
Qualter beside him, Marty has

begun to prod and probe In a

decisive way.

There are others on the team
who have contributed as much
ac¢ Barrett and Qualter to Gal-
way’s league rise. And, indeed,
the foundation of most of their
victories lay in the half back line
of Joe McDonagh, Sean Silke and
Iggy Clarke.

They, along with John Con-
nolly at midfield, nearly always
stood firm in the face of the
toughest opposition. And it is be-
cause of them, and the supply
which they maintained, that the
forwards, particularly Qualter
and Barrett, have been so
prominent.

They, too—as indeed have all
the members of the team—been
part of Galway’s resurgence.
They are the ones who set hurl-
ing lovers’ hearts on fire in the
county.

What is needed now is an All-
Ireland title to sustain the
momentum which the league
title began.






Fddie Keher,

hurling genius

By MICK DUNNE, RTE Sport

EAjC!H summer [Eddie Keher
bhecomes more and more akin
to the poet’s babbling brnook —
by, seemingly, going on for ever.
Again in this year’s Leinster final
his style and elegance delighted
spectators, but increasingly as
time goes by we are lost in ad-
miration for his undiminished
zest and enthusiasm for hurling.

Eddie has meant so much to
Kilkenny since he first appeared
in a senior All-Ireland final in
October, 16 years ago, that teamsg
wearing the black and amber will
be mighty strange things— dis-
membered, in fact — whenever
he does eventually pass from the
inter-county scene. Not that there
are any indications now, judging
from his continued excellence
against ‘Wexford, that his depar-
ture will be in the near future.

>
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He has set so many records
and performed so magnificently
on so many occasions that he
does, however, pose a great
problem for those of us who
write about Gaelic games. What
other superlatives can be found
that haven’t already been wused
over and over to describe his
accomplishments,

In All-Ireland finals alone his
achievements have been massive,
Not only is he the leading marks-
man for hurling finals, but he
also holds the second and third
places on the leading gcores’ list.
Yet, the irony is that his record
17 points — two goals and 11
points — were scored in a final
that Kilkenny lost: in 1971 to
Tipperary.

The next highest individual
total for the final is 15 points and
that belongs to Keher, too, made
up of his 299 when Kilkenny beat
Cork three years ago.

In third place it’s 14 points and
Eddie has twice confributed this
total 0-14 in the 1963 final against
Waterford and 1-11 last year
against Limerick.

By my reckoning he has scored
5 goals and 67 points in All-
Ireland senior finals for a points
total of 82, beginning with the
two points which he scored after
being sent in as a substitute in
the second half of the 1959 re-
play against Waterford just a
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@ Eddie Keher (Kilkenny)
—hurler extraordinary.

few weeks following his appear-
ance in the minor final.

Since then his lowest total for
a full match was two points in
the ‘64 decider when Kilkenny
went down to Tipperary. His
accuracy from frees 1s reflected
in the fact that four of his goals
and 45 points in finals were
scored from placed balls.

He has played in all three posi-
tions on the half-forward line in
finals and, indeed, it was when
switched from left half to the
‘40’ ten minutes into the second
half of the 69 final to take over
from the injured Pat Delaney
that he made one of his most
notable contributions to a Kil-
kenny triumph. Eddie was the
captain that day and his inspiring
leadership at centre half-forward
was a significant feature of his
team’s marvellous and memor-
able second half rally to victory.

In latter years he has moved to
left corner forward and it’s there
he got two of his record-making
four Carroll’s All-Star awards.
He must surely be leading all
other corner forwards for that
same position when this year’s
awards are decided in the next
few months.




These magnificent trophies are awarded to the 15 hurlers and
15 footballers who, throughout the year, have performed with

outstanding skill and have consistently shown their superiority on the
field.

“Bronntar Tabhartais Carrolls G. A A. Allistars ar na hiomanaithe
agus ar na peileadoiri is mé céil i rith na bliana ach’sé an bri is mod até
leo n4 aitheantas a thabhairt don tréithiocht sporttlachta is aoirde in ar
geluichi néisitnta.”

P.J. Carroll & Company Limited
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ELLO EVERYBODY. Here 1

am bright and breezy, having
thoroughly enjoyed my well-
earned holiday. As promised last
month I am now going to tell you
all about them,

One more day in this place and
I'qd go out of my tiny cotton-
picking mind — Yyou know the
feeling — it happens all the time
but somehow or other those days
before the holidays are just about
as exasperating as they can
possibly be. All the bits and
pieces that time and time again
had been shelved “for the mom-
ent” have now reared their ugly
heads and have suddenly assumed
the red hot tag. My well wishing
colleagues gladly wish me a fan-
tastic holiday assuring me just
the same that they have plenty
on their own desks thanks very
much, without taking on my
troubles. At this point of course
I assure all concerned that de-
spite the size of the pile there’s
really nothing to it but once
bitten twice shy and 1 am mag-
naminously told that really 1if
there is nothing to it then T must
be quite pleased to have found
that special job which I always
knew awaited me somewhere.
However, since diplomacy 1s the
art of letting someone have your
way I do eventually succeed 1n
doling out some of the unwel-
come spoils. Of course, somebody
has to do it — but once a person
realises that imagination is more
important than knowledge then
everything will “fall” into place.

Edited by KITTY MURPHY

So once again time and the hour
has run through the roughest day
and I am away for three glorious
weeks.

My travelling companions are
“all packed and ready to go” so
why waste a minute, not that we
know where we’re going — we
don’t, but we all agree that once
we are on the road we’ll be fine.
Needless to say we are not going
to make the life of the public
transporters any easler. Our
money is hard to come by and
really since none of us are the
self-indulgent type we are Jjust
not interested in creature com-
forts — and anyway what 1s
wrong with hitching? Not much
judging by the numbers of fel-
lows and girls that stretch for
miles at the wvarious “pressure
points” that are so well known
to the hardy road user. Standing
on the corner watching all the
cars go by, we look back towards
Dublin and yes it has a very
serious pollution problem and it
must be healthier to be standing
here — even on one leg. Looking
at the expressions on my com-
panions’ faces I suddenly get the
sobering feeling that it might
just be one of those evenings,
but no, a genial lorry driver has
noticed our gallant efforts to
keep smijling and stoutheartedly
he offers us the inside of his cab.
I am adamant that I don’t mind
sitting between the seats and no
— 1 don’t need a cushion. So on
we go been treated to fifty-odd
miles of good humoured chit-
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chat with intermittent renderings
of “Me and Bobby McGee.” Our
friend assures us that he does
know all the words, it’s just that
some lines appeal to him more
than others. We can’t help notic-
ing his courtesy as he constantly
gives way to those who are in
such a hurry to get nowhere fast,
However, I wonder did he notice
the length of time it took me
to feebly extricate myself from
the floor of his cab. Yes, indeed,
it was like learning to walk all
over again but there was still a
long way to go and the limbering
time was limited.

With thumbs all pointing South
we resumed our wayside posi-
tions. And this time, wow ! no-
thing less than a [Mercedes
screeched to a halt, driven by
one of those cigar-smoking execu-
tive types. I choose the front
seat because after all I had earn-
ed this little comfort. We all took
part in helping to shorten the
journey but my wary eye con-
tinued to focus alarmingly on the
speedometer, and very soon I
realised that horse-power was a
lot safer when the horses had it.
It mightn’t have been so distres-
sing had I not noticed the sticker
on the 'dashboard that spelt out
— “It’s the overtakers that keep
the undertakers busy.” I kept
smiling but I wonder did our
Good Samaritan ever ask himself
why my face kept changing col-
our.

Anyway thanks to the many de-

® TO PAGE 27
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cent motorists all round the
country we were never stranded.
Where did we go — well really
1f 1 were to do Jjustice to our
holiday Bord Féilte would be
embarrassed into offering me
their top promotional post. I have
always said there’s no place like
our own country if one could
only keep Old Sol in good hum-
our. The beautiful sylvan country-
side along the Vee in South Tip-
perary would rival the wooded
Austrian Slopes anytime not to
mention the profusion of rhodo-
dendrons that lend vivid colours
to the lush pasturelands. And
what about nearby Garryduff
Wood for the picnic and nature
trail in the cool of the evening.
One can only feel elevated with
the peace and quite, occasionally
punctuated with such homely
sounds as a barking dog or @ Jow-
ing cow. Wle were loathe to leave
but since contentment 1s the
smother of invention we carried
OR & o'

Of course Cork is always re-
luctant to play second fiddle to
Tipperary. Their city has so much
to offer and everything is made
all the more pleasant by the
natural friendliness and helpful-
ness of the people. I clanged out
“Little Brown Jug” on the famed
Shandon Bells while my more
adventurous companions tried
“Wrap The Green Flag Round
Me, Boys.” From there we Vel
tured west to the historic town
of Kinsale with its narrow wind-
ing streets, houses with their dis-
tinctive facades and a delightful
harbour catering for everything
from the simple tub to the
“tycoonic” cruiser. The clothes-
conscious among you will be glad
to know that the elegant Kinsale
Cloak is still proudly worn by

many of the local ladies.

The Old Head lies some six
miles further West. Here one can
really get away from it all —

“And only the white sheep are
sometimes seen

Cross and recross the strips of

moon. blanch’d green.”

Here we spent the evening sun-
bathing not too wisely but too
well, Of course I wouldn’t listen
to advice. The Queen Mother
would be proud of my skin and
and I was quite adamant that it
doesn’t burn, No—it didn’t burn,
just scorched. I was feeling fine
till sundown when a peculiar
sizzling burning sensation set in.
I won’t go further into details
but there’s nothing funny about
spending two whole nights walk-
ing the floor-boards. I couldn’t
even read. My eyes resembled
two burnt holes in a blanket
and even the heat from the bulb
served to rub more salt into the
wounds. ‘When will we ever
learn . .

West Cork of course is alive
with ‘beauty spots’ — Bantry,
Glengariff, Glandore, Gougane
Barra, and that’s only a few of
them. Talking about Gougane
Barra have you ever noticed how
those Saints really knew where to
find their Heaven on Earth —
witness St. Finbarr 1n Gougane
Barra and St. Kevin in Glenda-
lough to mention just a couple
of them. Surely if one lived in
either place one would cultivate
the head for the halo in no time.
Of course, I suppose on the other
side of the coin one could turn
into a proper reprobate. Anyway
it would be fine if the choice
weren’t left to oneself ! !

We rambled on our merry way
towards Kerry and on out to the
Dingle peninsula. Of course no
sojourn there would be complete
without a trip to the Blaskets.
We took the 11 o’clock boat
across from Dun Chaoin Piler. A
narrow pathway enables one to
walk all round this beautiful
island where the veace 1s only
interrupted by the swooping of
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the seagulls and the scuttling of
rabbits. Every now and then one
comes ominously close to becom.
ing a cliff-hanger as the pathway
wends its way over the edge of
sheer rock perched several hun-
dred feet above sea level. They
say one has to go sometime but
personally I'd wager good odds
on turning this place -into a
second Tir na nog,

On the near side of the island
the ruins of the homes of such
as Tomas O Criomthain and Peig
Sayers bear evidence of a truly
great tradition, “Ni bheidh ar
leithéidi aris ann” — so said
Tomas and the more’s the pity.
I suppose that’s the price of pro-
gress. However, one should be
thankful for small mercies, it’s
great to be allowed to go over
there and savour the cure for
this strange disease of modern
life, Yes, indeed, when that
mystic cloud settles before your
very eyes on selected peaks here
and there throughout the island
one cannot but be convinced that
with all its ups and downs it is
still a beautiful world.

Readers, guess what has hap-
pened — I have run out of space!
How mundane can one become
after floating on Cloud Nine for
<o long. And do you also realise
I have covered only half the
holiday. However, when you get
to the end of your rove tie a
knot and hang on — I'll be back
next month. But, before I sign
off, here’s an idea — You've
heard all about my holiday, what
about you writing in and letting
me hear all about your holiday.
Our Editor will award a prize of
£3.00 to the sender of the most
interesting letter received. In-
cidentally keep your letters to
about 80-100 words and send
them to me c¢c/o

LADIES PLEASE,
GAELIC SPORT,
80 Upr. Drumcondra Rd.,
Dublin 9.
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A
DREAM

COME

BY
|IM BENNETT

AST year was one of those
dreams come true for Tom
McCormack. Two Sundays 1n a
row he collected All-Ireland
medals with different Kilkenny
teams—first the senior, then the
Under-21. Yet, this was not the
most singular thing about it, for
there were others, too, who were
on the senior and Under-21
panels, and Billy Fitzpatrick actu-
ally played in both games along
with MeCormack.
Much more like the brushing

of the fairv wand was the fact
that the day he made his genior
championship debut with his
county team was the All-Ireland
final day, so that he gained his
medal in a matter of 80 minutes
—something that thousands of

hurlers have sweated blood to

achieve over a lifetime in the
game.

He was spoiled by Fortune’s
kiss, surely. But, then, how could
it have happened anywhere else
except in Kilkenny? Perhaps in
one of the other great strongholds
of the game, though one doubts
it more in their case. Probably
only Kilkenny could have looked
dispassionately at the hurling
ability of the young man, refused
to allow themselves to be guided
by other considerations of exper-
ience or toughnesg or excitement
or nervousness. They simply
could say to themselves: “He’s a
good enough hurler—what more
do you want?”

And that’s the way 1t was, too.
For not only did young McCor-
mack play at left-half back and
win his medal, but he alsp played
an outstanding game and was
willingly acknowledged as one of
the best on the team.

One of the strange oddities that
surrounded the unique occur-
rence was that he returned to
the Under-21 county side, where
he had caught the selectorial eye,
for the All-Ireland final of that
srade against Waterford the fol-
lowing Sunday, but not in the
left-half position where he star-
red against Limerick. He was at
right fulldback in that side with,
in front of him, the man who
seemed to be taking over the
place of No. 7 in the senior side
until after the Leinster final—
Ger Henderson,

I am fairly sure that most hur-

~ lers throughout the country en-

vied McCormack, But, more to

the point, most of them probab-
ly cursed a fickle Fortune which
could give so generously to him
in one splurge of prodigality
what they might never receive
from her niggardly purse.

From MecCormack’s point of
view, I suppose few have tried
to see how it looks. Yet, it 1Is
not all roses, really, when you
think that the lad has achieved
the height of ambition yet still
had to turn to and fight to hold
his place on the county side. In a
word, there was only one way to
go from the position 1n which he
found himself in an instant.
Downwards!

Well, he hag justified his in-
clusion in the seniors since then
by League and other performan-
ces, but already the ups and
downs are beginning to tell. In
the Leinster final he wag rather
outplayed by the verv talented
and strong Martin Quigley, and
was called off, to be replaced by
the same Ger Henderson who
stepped aside for him last year.

It is not yet clear what Kil-
kenny’s selection will be for the
final, but it will be of interest,
at least, to watch whether for-
une has decided to give another
turn of the screw and tilt the see-
saw away from McCormack this

time,

Now 21 and a powerfully made
young man of close to six feet
and around 121 stone, the talent
which he showed as a minor, then
ag Under-21 and, finally, as sen-
ior, is not in doubt. As we have
caid, nrobably his worst enemy
is the very kiss of fortune that
brought him everything in one
short week. Most have to work
to win the status of All-Ireland
~hampion: McCormack is 1n the
tricky position of having to work
to show that he did deserve that
status. It can take a toll of a
man’s hurling.
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We are not claiming that our operations are as exciting
as watching your favourite football team win. But
to thousands of people in our towns and farms
this is where the real scores are made.

Scores in the home and export markets that are the
result of technical experience, teamwork, modern
equipment, and research. Scores that are worth £50 m.
annually to the country. So the next time you see
an lrish Sugar Company harvesting operation, give
a cheer — we're the home side.
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By JOHN O'SHEA

(of the Evening Press)

ILL the Gaelic Athletic As-
sociation take any action
against players, whose misde-
meanours are highlighted onuy
by the T.V. camera? That's a
question very much on the minds
of Gaelic games enthusiasts, some
of whom have expressed ‘utter
disgust’ to me, at recent incidents
which have gone unpunished.

The incidents which have caused
a sour taste in the mouth of
every genuine G.A.A. follower
occurred in the Munster final in
Killarney and in the replay of
the Connacht decider.

In the opening minutes of the
second half of the Munster final,
Kerry’s Mickey Sullivan and
Cork’s John Coleman behaved as
if they were Roman gladiators.
Had they weapons in their hands,
one can only speculate as to what
might have happened.

Then at Castlebar, Willie Mec-
Gee,’ Mayo’s corner forward was
felled from behind with a vicious
kick as he was making his way
out after punching a spectacular
point. s [+
Both deeds of gross misconduct
went unnoticed by the referee,
BUT THEY SHOULD NOT GO

UNNOTICED BY THE ASSOCI-
ATION.

These games were watched by
a huge audience on T.V. and the
incidents in question were there
for all to see. The G.A.A. must
be concerned about the effect
such behaviour can have on the
youth of the country.

It behoves them to investigale
the matter and take some form
of action againzt those offenders.
A top inter-county player who

elaims to be a friend of all three

players mentioned, said to-day:

- “It would do irreparable harm to

the Associztion if the offenders
involved were allowed get away
with it. T was sickened by what I
caw on the TV.” Many othars
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voiced similar sentiments.

It’s safe to presume that had
the referee spotted the incidents
the three offenders would have
been ordered off. Because of his
lapse, should these players avoid
the lash?

There’s an obvious problem
here. The offending players
would be quick to claim that
since only nortion of the game
is covered by T.V. they are being
vietimised, And they would have
a point: a more serious offence
could well have occurred outside
the range of the camera,

Be that as it may, there’s a
place in the G.A.A, for what the
vernacular refers to as “T.V.
evidence.” : |
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RILKENNY: As good a

TiHERE is ng doubting that

Kilkenny have preserved
themselves well over the years.
In their victory over Wexford n
this year’s Leinster final, the
same names were attracting at-
tention; the same men, not re-oz-
nisably changed by the years, and
showing remarkable evidence of
being as fit as ever, and ap-ar-
ently as keen as ever.

Immediately one compares this
year’s side with that of 1974, be-
cause it i1s an easy and, poss bly,
a clever way of weighing tltem
up as potentia]l] champions It is
all the more easy because they
have hardly changed their side
at all—only the chunky, grey-
haired Jim Treacy is missing from
the ranks and against Wexford he
was replaced by one who rad
played in the All-Ireland f'nal
of 1973—Brian Cody.

The cards then seem to be on
the table—a comparison should
be easy. Certainly Noel Skeh-n
1s still an ace in the pack, do-s
not appear to have lost any of
his great qualities of speedy
thought and reaction coupled
with dauntless courage. It must
remain uncertain whether he
has that extraordinary ability to
bring off those “miraculous”
saves of pure instinet that lifted
him out of the good into the truly
great category in the last couple
of years. But safe, sound and in-
spiring he will be, in any case.

Fan Larkin seemg tirelrss.
tight as ever, decisive ag ever,
and apparently as gpeedy in his
bursts out against the play.
Nicky Orr is, T think, a more

composed and certain full-back
than he was, because he must
now realise that he has the neces-
sary qualities, Last year, at
times, he began to scratch about
like an excited hen, burdened as
he was with the full-back posi-

tion and the captaincy while

some were stil] debating his
worth.

Against Wexford young Cody,
who was only out of the minors
when thrown intg the 1973 side,

derson has not got firm claim op
that wing position before now,
because he has shown himself tg
an adequate bperformer, though
less likely to provide the spec.
tacular wing-half play than the
sound, absorbent type. Maybe he
has been judged by criteria de-
rived from his brother’s perfor-
mances—a most unfair test.

Pat, the monarch of the cen-
tral defence, lookg all right this
year, and with that said at this

By JAY DRENNAN

and had a particularly tough ex-
perience at left-back on that oc-
casion, showed that now he is a
far more competent and confid-
ent young man. In 1973 he was
notably restricted in hitting from
his left-hand side; clearly he has
worked on that, and while the
test of the Wexford game does
not obviate the slight suspicion,
corner-back (especially cn the
left) is a position where any
weakness there need not be
shown uvp so obviously as further
outfield.

The half-back line for the
Leinster final was the same as
that which played Limerick last
year; but McCormack, who was
a neophyte then, and earned his
spurs well in that game and later.
took something of a roasting. He
was repnlaced by Ger Henderson
to make up the line which played
Wexford in the 1974 Leinster
final. Surprisingly young Hen-

32

stige of the campaign, it is us-
ually possible to forecast that he
will be running into top-gear for
the final. Nevertheless, there
must always be a doubt about the
long-serving player in a position
ilke centre-back, so exposed to
the elements, you might say.
Any creak in the joints, any
wheeze In the bellows can wreak
the devil’s own destruction. It
would be usual for centre-backs

to be mov'ng back to the corner

at Henderson’s stage of hurling
life, so that, at least, the draught
from behind is cut off. With Cody
at hand, indeed, any emergen-
cies are already well catered for
—no embarrassment, just an in.
conspicuous little gwitch.,

Pat Lalor on the right is
obviously full of hurling and as
mobile as ever; this chap should
be reaching his peak by now.
Similarly, Liam O’Brien with the
g0-20-g0 style should have now

gy



added so much experience to his
skill and energy and his great
willingness and enthusiasm that
he should be about hig best. Cum-
mins, on the other hand, may be
slowing a bit, cutting down his
range somewhat, but cuter and
steadier than ever, and this 1is
perfectly geared for O’Bren’s
more adventurous exploits.

This centre-back will be hard
(maybe impossible) to restrain
this year, and it is, perhaps, Kil
kenny’s greatest guarantee of
being in at the kill, whether win.
ning or losing, in the final For,
if there is doubt it must be about
the defence, if stretched out and
put under more even pressure
than Wexford could apply. And
if there is certain hope of suc
cesg it lies with the polish that
has been applied in the past two
years to the less prominent mem-
bers of the attack, so that there
are now six men with the com-
posure and certain reliance on
their skills to whip scores when
opportunity offers.

Therefore, a balance from mid-
field will assure that the shar-
pest weapon they have will be
used, winning the game by
greater numbers of scores rather
than by winning it by concession
of fewer., Keher loses nothing
with the vears; he maintains that
fierce concentration on taking
the ball cleanly and without fum-
ble and then the couple of rak-
ing strides that get him room to
strike. When you can strike as
Keher can, it is a simple but
magical formula.
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urgency and determination as he prepares to clear the ball.

Delaney seems to be less beav-
erish, ebullient or gay this year,
perhaps getting a little lesg an-
xioug to absorb all the punish-
ment for which he exposed him-
self since he became the axis of
attack. But, If he seems less
hungry for the action, Kieran
Purcell seems positively carniv-
orous, with maybe a stone of
extra muscle spread in perfect
proportion over his massive
frame. He plays like a giant, and
seems more self-confident than
ever. Crotty, often a disappoint-
ment, is also much surer of him-
self: and the underrated Mick
Brennan plays every ball on its
merits,

The least experienced, yet cap-
tain Billy Fitzpatrick, will not be
a weak link, though, in an All-
Ireland final he might not dis-
play his full range of sweet tal-
ents.

Overall as good as last year?
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Yes, I would say s0. As over-pow-
ering in defence as last vyear
against Limerick? I doubt it very
much. Under even pressure —
not just a few forwards playing
well—it looks to me as though
there should be a good crop of
scores available, though chances
should not be wasted by trying
for goals.

As good in attack as before?
Yes, and, maybe bettér because
the spread of scoring ability 1is
wider and does not weigh so
much on Keher, or even on Del-
aney and Purcell.

As good at midfield?Yes, and
maybe better.

As likely to win? It depends
on the opposition, of course, for
that of Limerick last year was not
a real test, and it might demand
a side some degrees better than
1974 to take the title once more
to the Nore.
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HOW MANY ACRES
INA100-ACRE FARM?

NOWADAYS,AROUND 50.

Output is the real measure of farm size. A Goulding research team is constantly
And a well-run, well-fertilised 50 acres looking for new and more efficient fertilisers and

today can produce double what it used to. new ways to make them.
Intensive grassland farming thrives  Goulding Farm Advisory Service keeps the

on more fertiliser, better fertiliser and farmer informed on the latest farming systems and
new farming systems. Goulding technigues. Farming’s future is Ireland’s future.
make and sell fertiliser, but they're And like our grass,it's a growing one. Goulding

deeply involved in other areas as well: aims to help.




@ MARGARET LACEY . . .
whose comeback inspired
Wexford's - great revival.

GREAT COMEBACK
BY WEXFORD

HE return of Wexford to the
All-Ireland senjor scene 1S
the chief Camogie talking point
this month, and it happened In
somewhat unusual circumstances.
Since the inauguration of the
Open Draw in the senior All
Ireland championship the Lein-
ster Council] has continued 1its
own senior provincial champion-
ship but as a sevarate competi-
tion.

The effect of this decision has
been that although only three
counties in Leinster are ranked
senior nowadays all three have
the advantage of having had at
least one senior competitive out-
ing within their own province be-
fore embarking - on their All-
Ireland cammpaign.

Now in this vear’s Leinster
championship- Wexford came -up
against the All-Ireland champions
Kilkenny in the semi-final and
after doing well for most of the

game, fell away in the closing

stages and were defeated, de-
servedly on the run of the play.
Kilkenny thus went on to the
Leinster final against Dublin but
before that had accounted com-
fortably for Galway in the open-
ing round of the All-Ireland
series,

But then the surprises started.
Kilkenny at home to Dublin in
the Leinster final at Gowran
started firm favourites to ac-
count for an untested Dublin
side and had to accept unexpec-
ted defeat thus failing in their
big ambition to add the Leinster
honours to the Alldlreland fitle
they already held.

True, Kilkenny in that game
were without Ann Carroll and
Angela Downey, both of whom
had been in action against Gal-
way, but even so Dublin’s victory
was so meritorious that they were
generally expected to reach the
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By AGNES HOURIGAN

f

final for the first time since 1967.

In the meantime Wexford after
that Leinster semi-final defeat,
had to travel to Ennis to take on
last year’s junior champions
Clare in the All-Ireland competi-
tion. Wexford led well at half-
time but a great second half rally
by Clare brought them level and
they were perhaps a trifle un-
lucky not to havee won.

On home ground in the replay
at Enniscorthy, Wexford were
confidently expected to come
through, and so they did, but only
with two points to spare. How-
ever, those two hard games
against Clare gave Wexford a
sharpness they had been lacking
earlier.

That was very obvious when
they met fancied Dublin in the
semi-final for the girls from the
Slaney had improved almost one
hundred per cent both in defence
and attack. Though scores were
level at half time, Wexford’s
greater control and cohesion
were already evident. Not only
did they advance to convincing
vietory in the second half but
on this display must be in with
a great chance of recapturing the
All-Ireland title they won for the
first time in 1968 and retained in
the following year.

The great star of those thrill-
ing wvictories was Margaret
O’Leary from Buffer’s Alley who
varieqd between centre-half or
mid-field. Since then Margaret, a
native . of Garrydaniel has mar-
ried, she is now Margaret Lacey
and her recent return to the
Wexford side has done much to
spark off the county’s recent re-
vival,

But only when she moved to
full-back for the Dublin game did
the whole Wexford side seem to
click into top gear. Margaret

‘Lacey was magnificent in that

@ OVERLEAF
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position against Dublin ably
aided by another member of the
1968-69 team, Bridget Doyle.

Bridget is one of the famed
Kehoe family from Adamstown
and with her now in the back
line she has her younger sister
Gretta at right back, while an-
other sister, Kit, who won an All-
Ireland medal with Dublin in
1966, is at right forward. The
former Kit Kehoe is Mrs Kit
Codd now, and her return to the
game has been a great boost to
the Wexford attack.

Another great asset to Wex-
ford in the semij-final was the
UCD. player Dorothy Walsh,
who played so well on the losing
side against Dublin in the junior
final on the previous Sunday.
Called up to the senior side gshe
completed a magnificent defence

Dorothy’s elder sister, Elsie,
with another former Colleges
star, Eileen O’'Gorman (nee Haw-
kins) gave power around the mid-
field while Kit Codd, Bridie
Doran (nee Jacob) and Mary
Furlong provided plenty of
power up front.

So Wexford are back in the
Camogie spotlight and that is a
great thing for the game. It also
shows the advantage of the Open
Draw. Under the old system,
Wexford, beaten in that opening
game in Leinster would neither
have been seen or heard of for
the rest of the year,

ALL-IRELAND
PLOUGHING
CHAMPIONSHIPS
OCTOBER 15th & 16th
at the Farm of
JAMES BUTLER,
BENNETTSBRIDGE,
CO. KILKENNY
Details :
Mrs. Anna May McHugh,
Fallaghmore, Athy,
Co. Kildare. Tel. 0507-25125




HANDBALL

By ALLEYMAN

NEW, DYNAMIC LEADER

HE destiny of handball is ob-
viously going to be deter-
mined by development and con-
sequently, people assigned to
this task now bear a big respomn-
sibility towards future gener-
ations of handballers.

It is of vital importance that
handball commandg a “‘spot” on
the G.A.A. Development Commit-
tee and obviously the appointee
to that position is a major cog
in handball promotions.

At last year’s Congress of the
Handball Council the delegates
choose former hurler and Clare-
man Caimin Joneg to represent
them in the G.A.A. Council
Rooms, hence the relevance of
this particular officer’s views on
the future of the game,

With due reference to the pro-
motional work effected by Joe
Lynch over a number of years,
the success of the World Cham-
pionships in 1970 and the impact
of the Top Ace Television com-
petition, Jones is of the opinion
that a full integration between
handball, hurling and football
should be a priority.

However, he would view this as
a long term goal that will auto-
matically evolve as existing hur-
ling and football clubs develop
their playing fields and provide
more community facilities.

It could also be expedited by
a change of emphasis on the part
of County Boards and Provincial
Councils from the solitary sphere
of playing activities to the addi-
tiona] tasks of development,

Jones gauges, that, for too long,
these bodies have been negligent
in their efforts to develop the

game and that, in the future, they
must liaise fully and work in
unison with their 'G.A.A. counter-
parts.

Personnel, will, of course, be
a stumbling block in the scheme
of the Development Officer, and
Joneg decrieg the fact that hand-
ball has not been able to attract
a steady inflow of administrators
from Higher Leve]l Institutions
and the Teaching profession.

He would like to see a realistic
effort made to attract this type
of talent, perhaps, as he suggests,
in obtaining permission from the
Association of Secondary, Voca-
tional and National Teachers to
address their Annual Conferences
on the benefits of handball. It
could also be brought a stage
further by inviting the repre-
sentatives of these bodies, and
from the Universities, Third
Leve] Boards and Institutions to
a one-day seminar,

“Alternative sources of in-
come will have to be found as our
Parent Body, desvite the growth
in receipts, is now being swamped
by demandg for grants from its
Hurling and Football Clubs.”

In making this statement, Jones
attempts to supply the solution
by calling on Building Societies
and Finance Companies to deter-
mine the grounds on which long
term loans could be made avail-
able.

He considers it absurd that
some of the Building Societies
have provided cash loans for the
building of office blocks in Paris
and Brussels, while Irish Com-

munity Development is completely

ignored by them. On the regular
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question of the standardisation
of courts, Handball’s representa-
tive on the G.A.A. Development
Committee is concise in his views.

He gauges that the 40’ x 20
game is not the same spectacle
ag the 60’ x 30’ game, basically,
because of the tendency of
players to play defensively and
the desire to win matches rather
more by an opponent’s mistakes
than by a perfection of shots.

There is also the factor that
the 40’ x 20’ game has never been
successfully televised while the
upsurge of handball in this coun-
try can be largely attributed to
its adaptability for television.

Jones is of the view that the
old code of handball should be
dispensed with and both the 60’ x
30° and 40’ x 20’ games retained.

During his term of office, Jones
wil] concern himself fo a large
degree with both the code and
cost of construction.

He will make representations
for the retention of a competent
firm of structural engineers and
that structurally sound designs
be produced for both the 40’ x
20’ and 60’ x 30’ courts.

These are some of the views
of one of Handball’s moist en-
thusiastic administrators. Calmin
Jones had worked tremendously
hard to develop and promote the
game in Clare over a number of
years.

Now, he has emerged as a
leader at national level and par-
ticularly in the complex area of
development.

There is every reason to be-
lieve that he will make many
major contributions to handball.
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SCORESHEET

IT’S that man Eddie Keher yet
again! Having won a record
tenth Leinster senior hurling
medal wih Kilkenny — this 1s
the best haul by an Eastern hur-
ler with the same county — he
is now all set to colour this latest
AlllIreland senior final outing by
adding to what must undoubtedly
rank as the most remarkable
scoring record of all time in the
showpiece game of the year.

There have heen many high-
lights in the great Keher innings.
Back in 1963 his skill and dex-
terity yielded a magnificent total
of 0-14, ten points from {frees,
against Waterford in a win that
gave the Rower-Inistioge club
man his first All-Ireland senior
medal.

That wasg the best individual
score recorded until then 1n an
All-Ireland senior final since
these particular records were in-
troduced in 1955, It was not sub-
sequently passed out in a 60
minutes decider, and the points
tally still standg as the peak in
this regard for a final (60 or 80
minutes) over the past 20 sea-
sons.

Rather surprisingly, however,
Keher, who is now 33, did not
make a further impact on the
chart during the ’Sixties. But he
has more than made up for that
during the present decade.

In 1971, Tipperary beat Kil-
kenny, but that was still a mem-
orable decider for the razor-
sharp Keher. He treated scoring
opportunities with the mood of

By OWEN McCANN

a miser, in fact, as 1s indicated
by the fact that he wound up
with a thumping 2-11 to his cre-
dit. This is now the highest re-
corded individual tally in a de-
cider.

A year later, the [Kilkenny
scoring expert achieved hig sec-
ond highest peak when he shot
2-9 in the win over Cork, and,
after missing the 1973 clash with
Limerick through injury, he was
back in real style last September
with 1-11 in the revenge win over
the Shannonsiders,

In wview of these latter-day
figures it is not surprising that
Keher also has the record bag
for a full senior championship
programme. He passed out that
milestone in 1972 with an aver-
age of 12.60 points in each of his
five appearances on the way to
his fourth AlldIreland <enior
medal and a blistering bag of 63
points (6-45).

However, whatever cbout a
new individual match record for
the great Noreside forward that
season’s best is destined now to
stand for another year at least.

Keher is still finding the target
impressively this season, with a
match average «of 11 points for
‘Championship hurling. He has
had only two outings, however,
so that his bag of 2-16 (22
points) leaves too much ground
now to make up.

Similarly, none of the other
forwards who can add to their
scoring records in the decider
are within “hailing distance”

@ Eddie Keher
(Kilkenny)

e.tner of that mighty wrecord-
marker.

The best individual score by
a Munster hurler stands to the
credit of Charlie McCarthy at 1-9,
when 'Cork last won the title in
1670 at the expense of Wexford.

As for Galway—during the
period 1955-1974 inclusive, the
‘Western county appeared only
twice in the concluding round—
1955, whien they lost to Wexford,
and 1958, when Tipperary foiled
their title hopes. Paddy Egan re-
gistered the best Galway tally
in those matches when he shot
2-1 in the 1955 decider,

Goal-grabbing feats in the
final? There have been some
noteworthy ones in latter times.
Eddie O’'Brien gets the standard
for the current decade with
three '(he also notched a point)
for Cork in the 1970 match,

In 1963, while Keher was add-
ing up those voints in spect:cular
fashion, Seamus Power was help-
ing himself to much of the scor-
ing limelight as well with three
valuable goals for Waterford in
their unsuccessful outing.

Four years earlier, Terry
O‘Connel] was another on the
three goals target. He was 1n
action with Kilkennvy and that
1958 clash with Waterford was
drawn.

Finally, two hurlers on the
0-10 mark are Jimmy Doyle,
against Kilkenny 1n 1964, and
Richie Bennis, in that memorable
Limerick win over the Noresiders
two years ago.

PGAELIC SPORT-THE MAGAZINE THE PLAYERS READ
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PESSIMISTS may claim, and
they have a point, that it is
not a good thing for the game to
have Kilkenny appearing in the
All-Ireland senior hurling final
for the fifth successive year en
Sunday the 7th. Certainly the
Noremen’s five-year reign in the
East must, from whatever aspect
vou care to look at, be pretty
frustrating for ‘the rest of the
Leinster counties and more es-
pecially for their nearest neigh-
bours, keenest rivals and
perennial finalists, Wexford.

Yet, if you care to look at the
more optimistic side of things,
Kilkenny’s five-year-long suprem-
acy in their own province, and
their regular Croke Park ap-
pearances on Final Day, must
surely be attributed not to any
rea]l falling away in the opposi-
tion provided but to the far more
acceptable fact that the present
squad of hurlers in black and
amber is one of the greatest hur-
ling combinations, whether 1In
victory or defeat, that we have
heen privileged to see in our
generation. One has only tp study
their record through the past
five seasons to recognise their
worth.

They have won the Leinster
title in each of those five years
including a 1973 victory over a

Wexford side that had already
won the National League title.
They were gallant losers tg Tip-
perary in the All-Ireland final of
1971; staged a magnificent last
quarter rally to shatter Cork in
the final of 1972; battled cour-
ageously against cruel adversity
when going down to Limerick 1n
the final of 1973, and then vindic-
ated themselves by coming back
to exact full vengeance on the
Limerickmen in the final ¢f 1974.

Add on the fact that Kilkenny
supplied the backbone of thc
Leinster line-outs that have cap-
tured five successive Raillway
Cups—an achievement that would
have been regarded as impossibie
a decade ago—and a string of
victories in San Francisco, New
York and Wembley, plus an un-
equalled number of Carrolls All-
Star Awards, and one begins to
appreciate properly the real
worth and achievements of this
Kilkenny team,

Indeed they must be ranked
with Christy Ring’s Corkmen of
the early ’50s, the Rackard-in-
spired Wexford later in that de-
cade, and the power-packed Tib-
perary line-out of 1961-65.

Personally T must concede that
this is the most entertaining and
most consistent set of hurlers I
have seen in the black and amber
for 40 years, the most skilful and
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A TRULY GREAT TEAM

effective since the almost legen-
dary days of Lory Meagher.

But whether Willie Fitzpatrick
from Johnstown and his men are
better now, or even as good, as
they were a year ago, 1s a ques-
tion that is very much open to
debate. In the 1974 Leinster final
a strangely lethargic Kilkenny
were extremely lucky to pip a
depleted Wexford. In the recent
1975 final, gn the other hand, the
Kilkennymen were never headed
except for a brief period at the
very start of the game. There
were lengthy periods when the fit
and eager Slaneysiders seemed
to be gaining the whip-hand
everywhere except on the score-
board. There were times, too,
when Fan Larkin and Pat Lalor
on the right wing of the holders’
defence seemed to be struggling
and looked to be caught for pace.
Even the great Pat Henderson
had his troubles in the centre,
while Tom McCormack. on the
left of the half-back Iline, was
well below his best,

But one must also record that,
long before the end, Henderson
wag back to his impregnable best,
and that not a single score was
conceded by the Larkin-Lalor
wing in the later stages. As ad-
ded consolation for the Kilkenny
supporters, there was that super-

@ TO PAGE 43
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|ative display by young Brian
Cody at left-full-back, a display
that sent no less whole.hearted a
performer than John Quigley
from the field without a score to

his name.

Although Frank Cummins gave
the impression of being in quiet
mood, Liam “Chunky” O’Brien
was both busy and accurate and
netween them they still looked a
very impressive mid-field pair-
ing, except shortly before half-
time and good period after the
restart when Martin Quigley was
operating in that area.

In attack I did not think these
Kilkenny forwards, although the
same six men were on duty were
as effective or as well-together
as they were in 1974.

Once again the ageless Eddie
Keher all through and the im-
mensely strong Kieran Purcell in
the second half, bore the brunt
of the struggle and produced the
bulk of the scores.

But then Pat Delaney, even
though little went right for him,
was always dangerous, while
Mick Brennan and Mick Crotty
both had their moments, though
such were considerably {fewer
than in previous games. I was 1m-
pressed by a couvle of well-taken
scores at vita] stages by young
captain, Billy Fitzpatrick.

Overal] it did seem to me that
Kilkenny, in their latest Lein-
ster victory over Wexford, were
ne‘ther as tight at the back nor
quite ag efficient in attack as they
will need to be to achieve their
next ambition of retaining their
All-Ireland title. In addition,
their great veterans, all of them
it must be remembered in Kkey
positions, are yet another year
older now than they were in 1974,
and many felt that was their
Last Hurrah.

But Mick Lanigan and Fr.
Tommy Meagher have had five
weeks in which to tune up and
tutor their charges, and everyone
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Noel Skehan
(Kilkenny)

knows what wonders this pair
worked on their men between the
Leinster and All-Ireland finals
last year.

Besides, it is well worth noting
that, on the hottest afternoon in
30 years, none of Kilkenny’s “old
men’’ showed the slightest gign
of wilting in the closing stages >f
those 70 hectic minutes against
Wexford. In fact Henderson,
Larkin and Purcell were all hur-
ling better at the end than they
had been in the early stages.

But, entirely irrespective cf
wheher they win or lose on the
first Sunday in September, ‘his

present Kilkenny team is entirled

to a proud and permanent place

on hurling’s Roll of Honour.
Besides, whatever ill-effects

their long reign of victory may

- @ Nicky
(Kilkenny)

i @ Kieran Purcell
(Kilkenny)

or may not have had on the game
in Leinster as a whole, there can
be no doubts at all about what
the exploits of Keher, Henderson
and the rest have done for hur-
ling in Kilkenny.

The county holds the senior,
under-21 and minor interprovin-
cia] titles, St. Kieran’s are Col-
leges All-Ireland champiens, Kil-
kenny holds the Vocational
Schools All-Ireland and sp high
is the standard amongst the
‘teenies that Christy Ring himself
recently adjudged a Kilkenny
youngster as the most skilled
juvenile hurler in Ireland.

So, by their fruits shall ye
know the men who, through the
past five years, have so proudly,
and so successfully, worn the
black and amber,
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HE spotlight 1is naturally
firmly focussed these days on

the All-Ireland senior hurling
finalists. However, as the con-
tenders for the code’s most covet-
ed award are so much In the
news just now, we have decided
that our auiz this month should
concentrate not primarily on the
teams and the perzonalities of
the moment, but rather on the
rinal and other general facets of
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& 22203

H.0. ENQUIRIES PHONE 77 64 05—

the long and colourful history of
hurling’s match of the year,

In this way we hope that ON
THE SPOT . . . will provide a
more stimulating chaliénge; a
sterner test of YOUR knowledge
of hurling affairs in general.

We have four sections, includ-
ing an extra long personality
parade. The points to be won are
given at the end of each section.

Let’s start, then, with:

THE BIG GAME
1. Where was the first All-

Ireland senior hurling final of
1887 played — at Inchicore, in

Dublin, Birr or Thurles?

-----------------------------------------------

2. Ballydluff beat Crossbheg

(Wexford) in extra time In 1871

to gain Kerry’s only senior title
in the code. How many finals
since then have gone to extra
time — four, three or not a
single decider? ............ocoiieinn ;

3, The first 15-a-side final was
the 1913 decider, won by Kil-
kenny. Who were runners-up 1n
that game;

4. Another match with an ex-
tra special place is the 1943 sum-
mit. It was, in fact, a unlque
game. Can you say why?

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

5. Chr;sty Ring was the first
man to win eight All-Ireland
senior medals, In what year did
he achieve that memorable break-
'3 (g 1711 § RN L

Four marks for each question
answered correctly. Total marks
possible: 20. Your tally: ............

RECENT FINALS

Now, let’'s come right ubD to
date with the emphasis on recent

games
This is the first 70 minutes

45

by Tony Keegan

decider. Name the counties that
contested the initial 80 minutes
game of 19707 ...ooooviiiiniiiinnne

........... q:..|.1.1-1...-.|.||-.1.-1-...-.--1--...11-----1-:1
9 Pictured below are two de-

fenders who were in action 1n
1972. Who are they, and list their
clubs as well, please?

3. How many goals were scored
in the Kilkenny-Limerick tie a
VEAr 07 4eerreriiiiiiniinn

4 FEddie Keher has been pro-
minent in many latter day de-
ciders, and won many nhonours.
But why will his captaincy of
1969 hold a special place.

-----------------------------------------------

5 How many vcints had Tip-
perary to spare gver Kilkenny 1n
TOTLT vicisonmovenvmimcmtuminssns s

A bonus of two points for all
correct answer for No. 2, making
that question worth gix marks.
The remaining questions are
four-markers. Total points poOs-
sible: 22. Your tally: ......coeeninne

PERSONALITY PARADE
1. This player was the {first

® TO PAGE 47
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hurling goalkeeper to win an All
ireland senior medal and a Car-
rolls All-Stars award in the same
VEAT? oorerennnsmietianmenssiisnseisninn,

2 John Doyle equalled 'Chrlsty
Ring’s record of eight All-Ireland
senior medals in 19667 True or
2 1o I e T

3. Pictured here is a well-
known legislator of today who 1s
a2 former hurling ace, and All-
Ireland senior medalist, who 1S
 §7 21 ARSI

4. And, still on officials—this
prominent County Board officer
was the last line of defence when
his county last appeared in the
showpiece match in 1961. Who 1s
BT it s AR B e ar e

5. Now, the first of our bonus
questions in this section. (Can

you name the winning captains
af 1982 and 19B37 ...cceneesioiavess

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Four extra points for an all-cor-
rect answer.

6. This All-Ireland senior med-
alist led Leinster to their Rallway
Cup hurling final win last March?

'? Who is the odd man out
here, and why — Jack Lynch,
Eddie Keher and Ray Cummins?

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

-----------------------------------------------

8. This Cork man banged home
three goals when the county last
won the All-Ireland title in 19707

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

9. Name two goalkeepers who
led title winning gides in the past
nine years? ....ccoeciserisisniniasiions

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

10. And, finally, a further four
points bonus rating for listing
the clubs of the following hurlers:
Liam O’Brien (Kilkenny), John
Connolly (Galway), Eamonn
Grimes (Limerick), Brian Cody
(Kikenny) and Jimmy Barry-
Murphy (Cork)? ....ccviimiiieninins

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
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Four points for each question,
plus a total of eight bonus marks.
Total possible: 48. Your total:

SCORING EXPLOITS

Finally, here’s a short, sharp-
shooting exercise to see how ex-
pert you are on recent scoring
exploits,

1. Who scored Limerick’s soli-
tary goal in last year’s final?

2. Eddie Keher’s total in the
1974 final was 0-14, 1-11 or 2-57?

3. How many goals were scored
i the 1972 #8487 .vauvamis

Three points each, and an extra
mark for going through this sec-
tion correctly. Total possible: 10.
Your tally: soossnesses

ANSWERS BELOW LEFT

DON AOS OG

BROGA AN tSIOoG
PHOIST

SIBEAL MAC ANRAOI

Scéal taitneamhach. Pictitir
dubh/ban agus daite. Do
phaisti idir 8 agus 10 mbliana.
Oiritinach lena léamh amach
do phaisti nios oige.

30p

SEAN NA nGEANNA
PEIG MHIC MHUILNEORA

Scéal agus teanga curtha in
oiriuint do phaisti idir 6 agus
8 mbliana, Pictitlir dhaite trid
sios.

50p

SEAN-EOIN
MAIRIN Ni CHRIAGAIN

Eagran nua den scéal dar thug
leanai agus a dtaismitheoiri
gean i gconai. Pictitir dubh/
ban agus daite le JACK B.

YEATS.
£1.00

FOILSEACHAIN

RIALTAIS
AN STUARA,

BAILE ATHA CLIATH 1
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hakespeare’s three witches sat on the blasted heath dealing out
predictions ten to the dozen. No doubt they saw in the distant
future in Erin’s fair isle. the setting up of a semi-state body called
An Bord Bainne, commanded to take [reland’s green and turn
itinto gold.

Now, had the witches got the job, with their spell for success,
of eye of newt and toe of frog, they could have hardly been as
: successtul as An Bord Bainne. An Bord Bainne studied the
modern marketing potions, memorised the right spells. Result: sales just kept growing
and growing.

Today, An Bord Bainneis a co-operative. Out on its own!

A co-operative, backed by 90,000 dedicated tarmers, creameryand dairyworkers.
Sales this year will total £170 million making the dairy industry one of [reland’s biggest
exporters. By1980, they expect to boost sales by another £100 million. Selling over
o0 varieties of milk based products in more than60 markets around the world.

Magically turning our green into valuable export gold. ‘B

ry



Memories are

made of this

@ J/ohn Doyle
(Tipperary)

By EAMONN YOUNG

“NWEET, sweet the memories

you gave me,” the harmony
line to the pleasant modern song
“Memories are made of this,”’ are
in my mind while the pictures
are of trains pulling in, young
fellas with gay paper hats, heavy
men with bags full of flasks and
sandwiches, and girls, long hair
streaming, laughing and half
wondering whether it’s hurling
or football. Then there’s the
phone-call to the Dublin friend,
the dash to the rendezvous, the
quick pint earned in the sweat
of fighting the way uvp to the
counter. Better the leisurely
walk to the pitech until hurrying
footsteps all around inject a
tremulous panic and the last half
mile ig a race against the clock
thumping out mad ceconds In
your chest,

But you're in at last and that
old barrier is handy to lean on
though you were a bit of an eejit
‘0 give away the ticket to Jim
for hig newly won fiancee. She
doesn’t know who's playing but
Jim will tell her . . . That makes
vou really contented. Anyway

here we are and it’s another All-
Ireland.

Memeries . . . Paddy Leahy of
Tipperary trying to get across
the field to the refuge of the
dressing-room after they had
been beaten, avoiding Tipp men
who, as always, were taking de-
feat by Kilkenny in a typically
light-hearted way . . God 1in

heaven comfort us In our agony

. . The day the Hogan Stand
was opened and Larry Flaherty
of Cork took me out to the line
at the new stand side to show me
where sixty vyears before he
knocked a Kilkennyman and
swung over a point at the Rail-
way end. The sideline man ftried
to move us on, but the old-timer
didn't even see him . . . eyes
blinded by driving rain and sali
tears of frustration as Jimmy

Kelly of Kilkenny swings over
the winning point against Cork
and Hitler destroying Europe . . .

Mick Mackey pounding through
from centre-forward lashing
home a goal and bounding
around the field like a well-fed
black colt . . . Christy Ring all
grinding teeth, shiny head, and
muscles, flying through for a
bulletshot at the Canal end . . .
Art Foley blocks and clears, Rin-

® TO PAGE 51

Our society offers competitive
interest rates, maximum
security and friendly service.
Head Office:

25 Westmoreland Street,
Dublin 2. Telephone : 770983

Established 1864

IRISH

"High Society!

CIVIL

BUILDING SOCIETY
25 WESTMORELAND ST.DUBLIN2.

Branches:

47, Upr. George's Street,

Dun Laoghaire. Phone; 808791
169a Howth Road, Killester.
Phone: 338017

4 Main Street, Dundrum.
Phone: 984028

30 Princes Street, Cork.

Phone; (021) 55533

\ SERVICE
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IDEAL
MENSWEAR

“OUR GAME”

MANUFACTURERS OF HIGH
CLASS MEN'S :

® SUITS
® JACKETS
®

SLACKS
® TOPCOATS
® RAINWEAR

LOOK FOR THE “DUNLOE” LABEL

Irish made clothes with the International
Look.

Call to your nearest Retailer and see

for yourself.

Ideal Menswear Ltd.

BISHOP STREET, CORK
Phone Cork 23121

SOUTH WILLIAM ST., DUBLIN
Phone Dublin 772704

Linne bi muinineach agus cinnte as fas

agus meadu d’'infheistiocht.
10
2/°

GLAN
-+« plodh punt
sa sparan agat

rata fial anseo dhuit.
Nil ort ach é a
-——-—---—---—-

Le tuilleadh eclais lion é seo thios

larraidh,
agus seol chuig :

IThe O’Connell Benefit Building Society I
l 18 Sraid Dawson, Baile Atha Cliath 2. '
bawwe |
SEOLADH.. ... vniiinivscinasnssinns B
—— |
i [
I .............................................. I

/Building Society

Ard-Oifig: 18 Sr. Dawson, BAC 2.
(01)766458/767912,
Frelsin ag:Sr. Eustace. BAC 2. (01)776965.

Gs 9,75 @aillimh:(091)63117. Luimneach : (061)42213.



Pat Henderson _

__Kilkenny’s mighty
centre half-back whose
duel with Galway’s
FRANK BURKE
premises to be one

of the highlights of
the Final.

Eamonn Young

® FROM PAGE 49

gey comes flying in . . . and
shakes the hand of the man who
beat Cork . .. what heart, Minu-
tes later, mighty shoulders and
sandy head, the man of steel,
Nick Rackard, bores through for
a goal on the far gide and the '56
final is over . . . Bob Rackard
and Nick O'Donnell C(his five
medals are in the museum at
Enniscorthy) chair Christy Ring
off from what was ty be his last
final. The lean man, John Doyle
from Holycross gritting hig teeth
in another effort for Tipp and a
ninth All-Ireland with electric
tension among my soldiers in
Cyprus . . . why not? Ringey’s
record was in danger. The first
time Corkmen cheer for Kil
kenny. A goalie with a lightning
change of feet, flashing eye, a
hand like a hawk’s claw, and
Ollie Walsh drives one eighty
yards down the field . . . speed
swerve, and the fluid grace of a
silver stream off Galty into Aher-
low and crew-cutted Jimmy

Doyle caresses over . ancther
point . . . Tony Reddan coming
away to the right out of a tang-
led knot of flying Kilkennymen,
covered off the Rattler Byrne . . .
Fina] day 1is the sportsman’s
window into the world immortal.

Cork’s recent defeat by Galway
brought well-earned congratula-
tions from every Cork sportsman
and great as my admiration 1s
for Eddie Keher, Pat Henderson
and their comrades, I hope very
much the men of the West will
have every bit of luck that’s
going on the day. I think they’ll
need it and if they win as Paddy
Leahy used say, “It will be a
great day for the Association”.
As for us Corkmen, we can only
look on and wonder why we’re
not in there,

But hush, the sliotar is thrown
in before the men and women
of modern Ireland, a people
whose love for the great game
of hurling is as warm as that of
the men who organised it into
the greatest stick game in the
world.

Croke, Cusack, Davin . .
spirits hover on final day.

. their

e,

. for after eight excitement.
See your local papers for details.
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Hands up those people who

‘thought Solus only made light bulbs

It's amazing how many people think Most of these we export. In fact last
Solus only make light butbs. Perhaps it's year we exported over a million pounds
because you see our light bulbs everywhere.  worth That's over 60% of our total production,
And you know how good they are. Making us one of lreland’s Diggest exporters.

But we also make plastics. And roof We're big in other ways too. We
lights. And those lanterns and clocks you employ over 600 people at our factories in
see In bars. And vital components for the Bray and Wicklow. And we're continually
telecommunications industry. And children’s researching and introducing new products.
tOys In our associated factories in Galway SO now you knw. And if yYou've read
& Donegal. this far you can take your hand down now.

And hundreds of things you see

every day Things like dishwasher doors.
telephone parts, even electric iron nhandles.

Now life is even brighter.

Achieve Your Goal
in Farming

by using
ADEQUATE FERTILISERS.

NOW IS THE TIME TO APPLY

Phosphates, Potash and Ground Limestone

Autumn Manuring and Liming gives
EARLIER GRASS ¢ LONGER GRAZING SEASON
MORE HAY AND SILAGE

!
BT R IR 0fPARTMENT OF AGRICULTuas |
AND FISHERIES J




JOHN HORGAN

FROM PAGE 15

prise further. The Irishmen were
allowed to rise the ball but were
not allowed to catch it, and here
let me say that in the recent
Feile na nGael held 1n Cork I
got the fun of my life watching
sixty young lads chasing the ball
around the field in shinty fashion.
The sliotar was about twice the
gsize of the normal] one and the
play didn’t stop until the goal
was scored. Nobody rose it but
belted it away with the crooked
stick. When the ball went wide
the lads simply followed 1t like
a pack of hounds and careered
around at the back of the goal
like fellas trying to kill a raf,
until they got it back on the
field again.

“You commented on my clear-
ances with the right hand,” said
John Horgan, “and wondered
why I don’t take it off more to
the left, where it would be away
from the goal and safer. The
point ig fair enough, but to be
honest, I'm not great on the left
and I manage to get my puck
in with the right.” This I had to
admit, and after a discussion
found that the player very sen-
sibly hits the ball off rather high
as he’s leaning back, away from
the opponent who tries to block
down. More luck to you, John, if
you can get away with it.

Then came the important ques-
tion. How did he like to be a sub
and what were his chances? The
humble realism of the playver was
refreshing to an old-timer who
detests arrogance. “Tony Maher
and Brian Murphy are two good
men and if I were picking a Cork
side tomorrow I'd have them at
corner back. If one of them fails
I'll be glad to go on and hurl my
best for Cork, And honestly, I
might be all right at centre back
also, for it's a place I like. This
year when I went on as sub
against Clare and Limerick I got

stuck into the game gstraight
away and I think it’s because 1
got roused up watching the game
from the sideline and I say to
myself that I'm going to hit a lot
of that ball if I get in there.”
Here I couldn’t help inter-
rupting to tell him that never
have I seen a sub hit so much of
the ball in the fifteen minutes
after he had gone In against

Clare, It was a one-man show in

the Cork defence.

As we parted under the lamp-
light in Oliver Plunkett Street,
the straight-shouldered figure
came erect and the blonde head
nodded kindly as he wished me
csafe home, and as the form 1n
slacks and sports shirt melted
into the dark I couldn’t help
wishing for this quiet young man
of vpliant steel, son of an old
Rockies player, that a future will
unroll fitting as sequel tp a
decade of distinction,

... from Concrete Products of

Ireland Limited, makers of Marley
Rooftiles, Besser Bricks and Blocks

and Bes-Stone Split Blocks, the
materials used in the best buildings.

Concrete Products of Ireland Limited,
Lucan, Co. Dublin. Telephone 280691
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® FROM PAGE 8
That ranks as a milestone in
the career of this 28-year-old
who first found favour with
Kilkenny as an under-21 hurler
in 1968. An ideal successor to
the great Pa Dillon, he has
been in the senior ranks with
Kilkenny since 1971, and in
addition to the All-Ireland
medals, holds three Leinster

Noel Skehan Padraig Fahy @ P. J. Qualter Souvenirs. ; |
(Kilkenny) (Galway) (Galway) ® S’Eﬂﬂ_ Silke won county
medals with Meelick in 1972

(Junior) and 1973 (intermedi-
ate), and 1is another dual
Fitzgibbon Cup medalist with
Maynooth (1973 and 1974). As
a Colleges player he got among
the Connacht medals with
Garbally in 1967, and of course
has shared in Galway’s major
triumphs this year. He is 24.

@ Brian Cody had a rezal
game at left full back in the
Leinster senior final . . . his
debut in an Eastern senior
decider. But this talented
winner of an All-Ireland col-
leges’ medal in 1971 with St.
Kieran’s, and who captained
Kilkenny to their 1972 All-
Ireland minor final win, was
one of those draffted into the
senior side in the 1973 national
final, a game in which the
Noresiders were badly hit with
injuries. He was 21 last July,
and added an AllIreland
under-21 medal to his collec-
tion last year.

@® Michael Connolly, who
scored three superb long range
points after going in as a
second-half substitute against
Cork last month, is brother of
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. TOP QUALITY
§GROUND LIMESTONE
always available

* IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
% PROMPT SPREADING SERVICE

Just phone or write —

WESTERN INDUSTRIES LTD.

® BALLINASCARRY, MOUNT NUGENT Phone 30
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® BARLEY HILL, KINGSCOURT Phone 23 . Ea ot %
under-21 and senior medals
ALSO with his club, Castlegar.

@ P. J. Qualter is 32, a for-
mer Connacht{ Colleges senior
hurling medal winner and had
his meost important senior
medal win on the inter-county
scene last May in the National

IRISH SUGAR (0. LIMITED

® KILLOUGH, HOLY CROSS Phone 5

R LPRIE RUAR RUARR RENAR AURNR SPUAN FEORE SFORR QURRY RENST TN IT

® BALLYBEG, BUTTEVANT Phone 022-23160 League. He has also collected
county senior hurling awards
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By Owen McCann

Sean Murphy
(Galway)

(Galway)

Frank Burke

Trump cards in
the Galway pack

T is an important factor Iin
favour of Galway for their
bid to make their first All-
Ireland senior hurling final in
seventeen years a winning one
that they challenge Kilkenny
with quality-plus hurlers in
every department, They have
many trump cards, ranging
from a powerful half-back line
that is probably the best in the
business, to lively forwards
who showed in the Cork game
that they have a particular

talent for shooting points.

Indeed, it is a long time since

any county, and especially new-
comers to the All-Ireland final
scene as the Galway men are
to all intents and purposes,
went into a Liam MecCarthy
Cup game with such a roll call
of exciting talent; such a solid
framework of hurlers well
equipped to provide that little
extra which can prove fthe
inspiration for a victory effort.

We all have our views as to the

LOOK OUr . . .

For our bumper

Foothall Final issue

T
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men who could stamp their
personalities on the decider
for Galway. For my own part,
however, two hurlers I gha'l
watch with more than usual
interest are Sean Murphy and
Frank Burke.

When we think of the Connacht
midfield it’s understandable
that John Connelly is the name
that automatically springs fo
mind. After all, he was a
bright light during the dark
days when (Galway were
struggling to regain a place in
the hurling sun, and his
natural ability and wonderful
gifts have made him a key
figure in the glory campaign of
1975. I have little doubt, either,
that the Castlegar maestro will
be in there pulling his weight
in his usual expert fashion in
the decider.

At the same time, it must be
very encouraging for sup-
porters of the Nationa] League
champions that Sean Murphy
is proving such an accom-
plished centre-field man in his
own right. There is a fluency
and method about his hurling,
and he has a good work rate.
In short, the Carnmeore club
man, who stands 5 ft. 10 ins., is
a powerful link in the Galway
make-up. .

Murphy, who is 27, has served
tough apprenticeship. He
played in the juvenile and
minor grades, and first found
favour with the county selec-
tors as an under-21 hurler in
1968. After that he had not
long to wait for the call up fo
the senior county side. It came
in 1969 for a clash with Clare.

Poised now for the game’s most
coveted honour of them all,
Sean Murphy, like all the Gal-
way hurlers after the recent
morale-boosting achievements,
enters the decider with the

@® TO PAGE 57




SHOWROOMS :
Dublin, Cork, Waterford.

Limerick and Galway

LJOughal

Phone :
748721

TV RENTAL and SLOT SERVICE

3 SOUTH GREAT GEORGES STREET, DUBLIN 1
and BRANCHES

* Only top brand sets.

% Full and free Maintenance. FINE WINE
EXCELLENT FOOD
* Finest Terms. GREAT COMPRNY
SUPER ATMOSIHERE
% Change to a new model—or colour MIX WELL AND TAKE

—at any fime.

* No installation charge.




Pat Henderson Frank Cummins Fan Larkirn Pat Delaney
(Kilkenny) (Kilkenny) (Kilkenny) (Kilkenny)

@ FROM PAGE 55

confidence tg express himself

power-packed hurling at No. 11
and also at midfield did much
to create the mood for the

then, are a taiented twosome
in this very capable Galway
outfit. A couple of trump cards

fully, So, it is likely to take
vigilance and plenty of effort
on the part of the opposition
to clip his wings. Certainly, in
Murphy and the great Con-
nolly, the Waesterners look
really well armed in midfield.

Frank Burke is a brilliant gradu-
ate from a top-class under-21
team that won Galway’s last
All-Ireland title in hurling by
beating Dublin at Limerick in
1972. Then he was at midfield,
q position in which he has also
put his hurling skills on
parade to good effect for the
county senior crew.

At centre half forward, the pace,
power and class of his hurling
has been of tremendous benefit
to Galway, and his likely duel
with that mighty centre half
Pat Henderson, who seems to
revel in turning on the style in
the showpiece game (remem-
ber his wonderful displays
against Cork in 1969 and 1972,
and against Limerick last
September?), promises to be
an outstanding feature of the
match.

Burke is from Turloughmore and
is 23. This six-foofter has been
regularly among the scores,
and grabbed a vital goal in the
win over Cork. He had more
than the usual cause for cele-

who may well lead to a victory
duet for the men of the West.

victory effort.
Sean Murphy and Frank Burke,

‘Due to very rapid expansion, a large number
of vacancies now - exist for

BOYS and GIRLS

in Communications, Computers, Broadcast, Television,
Radar,~Industrial Automation and Radio Officers.

These positions are secure, highly paid, interesting and offer
unlimited. scope for advancement. .

STARTING SALARIES: UP TO £2,700.
The required qualifications may be obtained in the shortest
possible time (8 to 18 months) by attending one of our
| courses, commencing 1st Tuesday in October 1975, and the
4th Tuesday in January 1976.

Enrolling now for October and January classes.
ALL OUR GRADUATES ARE GUARANTEED
IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT.

For full details, write, phone or call for Free Booklet,

bration when Galway beat “Your Career in Electronics”.

Tipperary in the National N.E.l., TIVOLI, CORK. TEL. (021) 52570
League final last May, as his
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GROGAN BROTHERS
29 Montpelier Hill, Dublin 7

Telephone 771018

GILT EDGE Ties in 1009
Polyester to suit every

occasion.

GILT EDGE Knitwear and
Casual Shirts available

from all leading

outfitters.

AND FAMOUS

SLACKS

IN EVER-PRESS FABRICS

Ready for a good game!
not unless your boots have

EL-JAY LACES

COTTON NYLON
natural and W]ililte.
colours.
BRAIDS of ENNIS Ltd.
for

LACES, ELASTICS, TAPES, WEBS, etc.
ZIP FASTENER MANUFACTURERS

ENNIS 21109. DUBLIN 771186.
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IDEAL MENSWEAR Ltd.

8 Bishops Street, Cork, Tel. 23121/3
Dublin: 50 South William Street, Dublin 2.
Tel. 772704.

‘DUNLOE’ — styled by ldeal.




NIALL McINERNEY
Clare’s gift

to Galway

By MICK DUNNE of RTE Sport

NE of the advantages of working in RTE’s Sports Department Is

the opportunity one gets to view matches of the past, or portions

of them, again and again. This happens, particularly, when we are

editing film or videctape for preview material on the eve of big

games. Because of this I have had the chance to enjoy, over and over,
the splendid hurling Galway produced this summer.

Each time I watched film or
tape of their games in recent
weeks I never failed to be im-
pressed with the supreme con-
fidence they demonstrated in all
but the early minutes of the
League fina] against Tipperary.
Elsewhere I have written about
the renewed faith these players
have in themselves and it has

been clearly evident in each
mateh.
This great self-reliance 1s

typified by the defiant hurling of
so many of them, but particu-
larly by their right full-back,
Niall McInerney. The majesty of
hic defensive play was one of the
many notable features of their
victory over Kilkenny in the
League semi-final when he
policed Eddie Keher so excel-
lently. In no game since has he
been any less effective.

This was brought home to me
again a few weeks ago as I ran
through the film of that Thurles
match in an editing room. Mcln-
erney was totally dependable,
fully alive to every danger, quick

into the tackle and very crisp In
his striking of the ball — getting
it away from the defence as
quickly as possible with long
deliveries. Not only did he do an
amount of great work in his own
corner, but his vigilance and
awareness of the mounting threat
had him smartly moving 1nto
other positions to cut off Kil-
kenny.

He was just as efficient a de-
fender against Tipperary and
Cork, inflexibly stubborn in his
resistence to the opposition.

His displays have been so
magnificent that they must bring
Clare supporters close to tears
when they realise he could still
be in their defence. For Niall 1s,
in fact, a native of Sixmilebridge
and as recently as June 1973 was
wearing the gold and blue in the
Munster championship against
Limerick. But his appearance as
right half-back on that occasion
was hig last in the Clare team,
for he had been discarded by the
following October when Clare
opened their League campaign in

29

@® Niall Mclnerney
(Galway)

Ennis against the then newly-
crowned All-Ireland champions,
Limerick.

His connection with Galway
goes back to his student days at
U.C.G. and with the western
university he won a Fitzgibbon
Cup medal in 1970. After gradu-
ation he joined the Liam Mel-
lowes club in Galway city and,
although now a vocational teach-
er in Thurles, he is married and
residing in Galway city.

Because he had played with
his native Clare in the 73 cham-
pionship he was eligible only for
them in the league at the end
of that vear, but since his own
county didn’t have need of his
services — and they must be re-
gretting it now — he could not
turn out with Galway. 5o it
wasn’t until July last year that
he first took his place on the
Galway side when he played as
centre half-back against Kildare
in the championship quarter-
final.

For the semi-final against
Kilkenny in Birr he had moved
to right full-back and there he
remains, playing such brilliant
hurling at 25 years of age that he
must surely be the best gift
Clare have ever made to Galway.
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JUNIOR DESK

IT’ES hurling final issue again
and we have reached Septem-
her. Wasn’t it a great Summer?
Great to see the huge crowds
back at G.A.A. games in all their
glory. I was at the Munster hurl-
ing fina] and it was a wonderful
occasion. Limerick really tried
very hard but Cork were the
masters. Great, too, that Sligo
won another Connacht S.F. title
at last. Their great dedication hag
been rewarded.

CUT-OUT

Our cut-out this month is Kil-
kenny’s Mick Crotty, an All-Star
last year. A brother of Kieran
Crotty, T.D., Michael got mar-
ried last month, We in Junior
Desk wish Michael and Mrs.
Crotty well. Michael can score
from either wing and i1s a very
valuable member of Kilkenny's
attack. A member of the James
Stephens club, he has many hurl-
ing years ahead of him.

PROGRAMMES

I promised to review the pro-
vincial final programmes this
month. This year they have been
better than ever. Munster’s use
of colour was very effective. But
it was so hard to find one at the
Munster hurling final. I found it
impossible but I wouldn’t buy one
of the “dud” or ‘“bogus’ pro-
grammes on sale. I'll come back
to that topic later because for
the first time we had a bogus
programme on sale at the re-
played Connacht final. At least
3,000 people were conned. At the
Munster hurling final everyone
around me had bought the “dud”
product. That’s a pity.

Anyhow the Leinster pro-
srammes were excellent and

credit is due en toto almost to
the hard-working Paddy Flana-
gan of Westmeath. When Paddy
takes a task on hand he does it
well. But as one involved in the
production of programmes, I
would ask Co. Boards to select
their teams on time. Believe it
or believe it not, but my own
county, Galway, didn’t select
their minor team until the Wed.-
nesday night before the final.
Now, Junior Desk readers, would
you believe that?

As always, Gerry Arthurs
brought out a fine Ulster final
programme (36 pages in all) in
his usually efficient style.

Programme collectors can have
copies of the following:

1. Leinster S.F. and S.H, final
programmes by sending a P.O.
for 25p to Paddy Flanagan, Ard
Mhuilinn, Mullingar, Co. West-
meath.

2. Connacht S.F. (draw and
replay) by sending on a P.O. for
25p to: J. Mahon, 29, Oaklzads,
Salthill, Galway.

3. Munster S.H. and S.F. pro-
grammes by sending a P.O. for
35p to Rev. S. Gardiner, St.
Flannan’s College, Ennis, Co.
Clare.

So much about programmes.
Have you got Michael O’Hehir’s
World of Gaelic Gamesg 19757 It
costs 90p and is full of interest-
ing articles and coloured photos
of teams and stars. Pride of place
goes to the selection of his top
teams in hurling and football for
the past 25 years by Michael him-
self. Available from Gaelic Press
Ltd., 21, Gt. Denmark Street,
Dublin 1.

Before long we will have the
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Carrolls All-Stars of 1975, The
introduction of the Press and
Photography Awards was good,
wasn’t it? I’'m looking forward to
seeing the winning entries,

If you are at the finals and
meet me, don’t forget to Intro-
duce yourself. From time to time
I have met Junior Desk fans in
my travels. One night returning
from a Munster Football Final in
Killarney T met all the young
members of the Doyle family in
Kenmare. It is good to meet any
of you anytime. Hope we all
enjoy the finals,

JULY COMPETITION
The winners of the July com-

petition for a G.A.A. Bobh Cap
are.—
(1) Denis Kirby, Brickfield, Kil-

mallock, Co. Limerick.
(2) Billy Moran, Ballyspillane.

Midleton, Co. Cork.

(3) James Hubbert, North
Square, Rosscarbery, Co,
Cork.

(4) Gerry Pender, Ballymorris
Upper, Aughrim, Arklow.

Co. Wicklow.

(5) Jack Naughton, Brackagh,
Horseleap, Moate, Co. West-
meath.

Remember the competition.
Entrants were asked to name the
clubs of four well-known G.A.A.
stars. The correct answers were:
Sean O’Neill (Newry Mitchels)
John Connolly (Castlegar)

Jack Quinn (Kilbride)

Charlie McCarthy (St. Finbarr’s)

Congratulations to the winners.
There was a fine entry and many
correct entries. So keep trying.

G.A.A. SHOP COMPETITION
This is a competition with a
@ OVERLEAF
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® FROM OVERLEAF

difference. There will be a prize
for everyone !

Yes, every entrant in the Com-
petition will get one of the most
popular items in the G.A.A. Shop.

Here 1s the list of prizes:

* 5 First Prizes of a big G.A.A.
Shoulder Bag.

* 5 Runner-up Prizes of a lovely
Artfelt Pennant in county col
ourg showing one of the All-
Ireland Cups and including a
set of coloured pencils.

* There will be a special
additional prize for any win-
ning entry in Irish.

* In addition, every entrant will
get a free county sticker 31” in
diameter in the county colours.
But you must send a 5p stamp
with your entry to cover post-
age.

To enter for the competition
all you have to do is to give
three reasons why vou think—

IRISH YOUTH SHOULD
PLAY GAELIC GAMES

and write a G.A.A. slogan of not
more than eight words in English
or Irish.

Write your entry and slogan
on one side of the page and put
your name, address and age on
the back of the entry.

Only one entry from each com.
petitor.

The age limit is Under 18
(1/9/°75).

Address your entry to Junior
Desk, Gaelic Sport, 80 Upper
Drumecondra Road, Dublin 9, to
reach us not later than Septem.
br 20th.

Don’t forget to enclose a 5p
stamp if you want a free county
car sticker.

The winners will be announced
in the November issue of
GAELIC SPORT.

Our sincere thanks to Muiris
de Prionnbhiol for sponsoring
this competition. He devised it
too. Make sure to visit the
G.A.A. Shop when you visit
Croke Park.

JUNIOR DESK
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Tommy Maher, Main St., Ur-
lingford, Co. Kilkenny, would
love to get tips from county
players and wants a cut-out of
Nicky Orr or Mick Roche.

@ The idea of tips from the stars
is good. (J.M,)

Douglas Queally, Cooleans,
Charleville, Co. Cork, was very
disappointed the League finals
were not on T.V. and thinks
there should be more hurling and
handball on T.V.

@ R.T.E’s contribution has im-
proved a lot, hasn'’t it? They do a
good job with the Top Ace Hand-
ball competition too. (I.M.)

John Fallon (aged 10), Cly-
bawn, Knocknacarra, Galway,
wants a colour Cut-out of Galway
hurler Frank Burke. John pre-
fers hurling to football.

@® The young boys in Galway
are hurling again. The new hurling
column in the “Connacht Tribune”
entitled Camdan Corner which |
wrote about before is becoming
very popular, (I.M,)

Tobias (’Meara, Corlea, Caher
P.0., Co. Clare, loves Gaelic
games and nominates his favour-
ites as: Football—Jimmy Barry-
Murphy, Ray Cummins and
Paudie  Mahoney. Hurling—
Seamus Durack, Ger Loughnane,
Richie Bennis.

Stephen Kelly, Gneeves, Kil.
michael, Macroom, Co. Cork,
thinks Junior Desk is the best
part of GAELIC SPORT and
wants a Cut-out of Billy Morgan
or Jimmy Barry-Murphy.

@ Welcome to Junior
Stephen. (J.M.)

Patrick Leogue (16), Ballina,
Geashill, Co, Offaly, writes—

“Having seen the G.A.A. Shop
in Croke Park, I think there
should be similar shops at maijor
venues in the provinces. A col-
our Cut-out of a Galway hurler
please—John Connolly in par-
ticular. The July competition
was a nove'! idea as I'm sure this
month’s will be, devised by
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Muiris de Prionnbhiol. The prize
of the G.A.A. T-shirt was beauti-
ful—thanks very much. Long
may Junior Desk reign !

“P.S.—There should be a place
in all our major towns and cities
for a G.A.A. Shop stocking all
G.A.A. publications, sportswear,
ties, bob hats, stickers, as avazil
able 1n Croke Park.”

@ A very good idea Patrick. It's
a pity there isn't a G.A.A. shop on
the very big occasions under the
Cusack Stand as well. (J.M.)

Paul Maher, Clashagad, Dun-
kerrin, Birr, Co. Offaly, whose
teacher is Séamus O Riain, for-
mer President of the G.A.A.,
lives on a farm, has seven
brothers and plays on the Money-
gall Under-12 team. Hig favour-
ites are Séamus Shinnors =znd
Michael Keating.

@® You must love Summerti-—e on
the farm. Making hay while the
sun shines. Do ve have the corn-
crake on your farm? We tend to
hear the corncrake less and less
don’t we? (I.M.)

John Dalton, Ballyphilip, Coal-
brook, Thurles, Co. Tipperary,
thought the Dublin followers
were the worst he hag ever seen
on the occasion of the League
final against Meath.

@® The last time I condemned the
Dublin supporters I received an
angry letter from a Dublin fan, Yes
they did not behave properly ar the
League final. I refer to the min-
ority who invaded the field near the
end of that game. (J.M.)

Jerry Smyth, Whiterock, Mid-
leton, Co. Cork, enjoyed the
Munster final in Killarney des-
pite Cork’s defeat and wants a
Cut-out of Mickey Sullivan who
must be “the fastest forward in
football”.

@ Mickey was wonderful thot
day. So indeed were all the Kerry-

men. (I.M.)
Michael  McGrath, Oxpark,
Cloughjordan, Co. Tipperary,

wants a Pen Pa] through Junior
Desk and would like to see a
Wedding Corner in GAELIC
SPORT.

@® Over to you budding Pen Pals
everywhere. (J.M.)
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Jack Naughton, Brackagh,
Horseleap, Moate, Co. West-
meath, is thrilled with the great
appeal of Junior Desk but would
Jike more letters from fans in the
cities. He would like to see more
G.A.A. magazinegs with pleaty of
pictures, scrapbookg and plcture
cards for the scrapbooks, more
G.A.A coverage in the national
dailies and on T.V.

@ 7he dailies have improved
somewhat especially the “Irish
Independent’ but even this paper

should give more and brighter
G.A.A. coverage. (J.M.)

Eoghan Corry, Luslia, Straffan,
Co. Kildare, is a programme col-
lector with a collection of 80
G.A.A. and numerous other sport.
ing programmes. He would like
to swop programmes for pre-1965
All-Ireland final and pre-1966
Railway Cup games.

@® The details of the very fine
provincial final programmes listed
carlier should interest you Eoghan.
(J.M.)

Tom Tuohy, Feakle, Co. Cl:re,
wants to know is my All-Ireland
medal big and says he loves
Junior Desk.

@® Not too big Tom. But it is a
gold Celtic Cross design medal and
I wouldn’t swop it for any money.
If you train hard Tom you might
win one vet. (I.M.)

Jim Byrne, 34 The ©Square,
Moy, Dungannon, Co. Tyrone,
though not a junior likes Junior
Desk, keeps a scrapbook like my-
self and is a great fan of Frank
McGuigan.

@ [ get a great kick out of my
own scrapbooks and wouldn’t even
lend them to anybody, Jim. (J.M.)

Vincent Collins, Amore,
Rhode, Co. Offaly, wants Cut-outs
of Jack Quinn and Eamonn
Lowry.

Liam O Sabhaois (18), 6 Mal.
low Road, Garvey’s Bridge, Cork,
has many good suggestions for
GAELIC SPORT as usval inc'ud-
ing a named colour photo of a
county or provincial team instead
of the back cover colour photo
or a 2vpage black-and-white
centrepiece. “In the case of a
county with a poor county team,

have an article on some 1ndivi-
dual stars on the best club team
there (e.g. Clan na nGael, Lur-
gan—Paddy Moriarty—Instead of
the county team.”

® /'d be in favour of more
photos myself. Over to you Tommy
McQuaid. (J.M.)

Denis Kirby, Brickfield, Kil-
mallock, Co, Limerick,” thinks
Junior Desk js great and wants
a Cut-out of any Limerick hur.er.

@® Who makes Junior Desk great
only all you loyal contributors to
the Mailbag. Keep writing. (J.M.)

Martin Fox, Printinstown, Del-
vin, Co. Westmeath, is dis-
appointed that no Westmeath
personality has ever featured as
a Cut-out. He suggests Mickey
Fagan, Michael Cosgrave or Colm
Connaughton, all great West-
meath hurlers.

@® Junior Desk fans will be glad
to know that Martin, one of our
most loval writers, is coming back
to himself after being hospitalised
and we all send him best wishes,
don't we? (J.M.)

Gerry Pender,
Upper, Aughrim,
Wicklow wants a Cut-out of
Terry Lennon (Louth), ‘Babs’
Keating, Barmes Murphy or
Jimmy Keaveney.

® Now there is a good Cross-
section. (J.M.)

“Sports Lover”, Ballyfoyle, Co.
Kilkenny (name enclosed) in a
great letter to the column writes
as follows:

“1 have often meant to write
to you before now as I feel I
agree with practically all your
views on the G.A.A. You wrote a
very good article on ‘the Cuchul-
ainn Annual of 1974 on “The
Battle for Youth”. I often think
of this and it is hard to imagine
that the G.A.A. ig go strong as it
is at present with so little pub-
licity. There is no use having a
G.A.A. shop under the Hogan
Stand in Croke Park where only
the ticket holders of this stemnd
on All-Ireland day have access to
it. The articles of this ghop
should be made available in at
least one shop in every town in
Ireland. The G.A.A. should iden-
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Ballymeorris
Arklow, Co.

tify itself with at least one news-
agency in every town.

The G.A.A., in my opinion, 1s
strong enough to finance a good
publicity machine. Why not ad-
vertise on TV like the greyhound
people?”

@ I know you appreciate Mu'ris
de Prionnbhiol's G.A.A. shop. What
we need is an extension of this
throughout the country, The writer
also told me of a very successful
G.A.A. Quiz organised by the Kil-
kenny junior club O’ Loughlins last
March. Now this is an Iidea for
other clubs. (J.M.)

Belfast G.A.A. Fan (name and
addresg enclosed) thinks Junior
Desk gets better all the time and
feels the G.A.A. should help and
make Gaelic Sport bigger. “It 1s
the only G.A.A. sports book one
can buy all during the year.” He
was thrilled with Galway’s hurl-
ing success, taped it on his re-
corder and hag enjoved hearing
it many times since.

@ Isn't it great that there are
bovys in Belfast who can gef enjoy-
ment from Gaelic games in their
own simple way still, despite the
“troubles”’. On behalf of you Junior
Desk fans we ask our Belfast friend
(whose name and address 1 did not
use for obvious reasons) to keep in
touch with us and the games. The
day of peace is not too far away
we hope. (J.M.)

So ends the Mailbag for
another month. It gets bigger all
the time but that’s what we want.
Keep writing about what you did
during the Summer holidays, the
footballers or hurlers you met,
Féile na nGael in Cork, the
games you saw, Den-pals you
want, what you would like fo see
on the G.A.A. programmes on
“telly”, suggestions for Junior
Desk etc., etc. But write . . . to:

Junior Desk,
GAELIC SPORT,
80, Upper Drumcondra Rd.,
Dublin, 9.

Don’t forget the G.A.A. Shop
competition and every entrant
gets a prize. All entries on or
before September 20.
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The
first
All-Ireland

HE first All-Ireland Finals
were bDlayed some 87 vears
ago this year—the football win-
ners being Limerick and in hur-
ling the top team came from Tip-
perary,

Nine years before that — in
1879 to be exact—The O’Connell
Benefit Building Society was
founded. Named in honour of the
Great Liberator, Danie] O’Con-
nell—the bi-centenary of whose
birth we have just celebrated—
the Society has been providing
an investment and home loans
service right down to the present
day.

The O’Connell Benefit offers a
very high i1nvestment rate of
853 % per annum tax free and this,
combined with solidarity, secu-
rity and a very friendly and per-
sonal service is a tremendous in-
centive to investors.
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LOUIS COPELAND & Son

' ‘ MASTER TAILORS

® Personal Supervision
! ® Keenest Prices

® Complete range of
cloths

® Friendly Service

BESPOKE TAILORING
AT ITS FINEST

RING 740154

Showrooms

30 CAPEL STREET - DUBLIN 1

Symbols of maximum
performance and reliability

N

International Harvester construction
equipment and Hough Payloaders.

Hydraulic Excavators.

Hydrostatic Forkljft Trucks.

[ ] Rough Terrain Forklifts and Dumpers.

e e e

——,

Hydraulic Truck Mounted
SROVE | and Rough Terrain Cranes.

Wacker Compaction and Concrete
mvaamy Vibration equipment.

?‘ BERCO: Undercarriage parts for crawler
Az{e&e] tractors and hydraulic excavators.

sous | SOl€ Distributors
for the
** ]| Republic of Ireland.

Published by “Gaelic Sport”. Printed by Cityview Press Ltd., 32 Portland Place, N.C.R., Dublin 1.
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Crotty
Kilkenny

Age: 28
Height: 6 ft.
Weight:
12 st. 7 1b.
Club: James
Stephens.
Position: Right
Half Forward

Senior Inter-
County Debut:
1969.

CAREER
HIGHLIGHTS

Although Mick,
who appeared with
Kilkenny in the
minor ranks, made
his senior debut
against Wexford in
the National League
in 1969, he did not
command a regular
place in the premier
county side until
1972.

A county senlor
medalist with James
Stepheng in 1969,
and with U.C.C. in
1970, he won All-
Ireland senior
medals in 1972 and
1974, and has
appeared with the
county side 1n a
number of positions
in attack.

Mick, a Carrolls
All Star in ’74,
played with the
Combined Univer-
sities in the Rallway
Cup.
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