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FOR EVER

or will they

be satisfied

with fifteen,

Kilkenny's captain, Billy

Fitzpatrick, proudly holds
aloft the Liam McCarthy

Cup after his county’s

s In-a-row
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‘Texaco-

a dynamic partof Irish life
for over half a century

Texaco has been serving
Ireland ever since 1924, helping
to bring increased efficiency to
the country’s transport, industry
and agriculture — as well as
higher standards of comfort
to the home.

With products that range from
petrol to lubricants to specialised
industrial and aviatio.i fuels.

Today, Texaco is

Texaco Sports Stars

Each year since 1958 Texaco has
honoured Ireland’s Sports Stars of
the Year with a Banquet at which
awards are presented to the
outstanding personalities in all the
popular sports.

Texaco International
CarRace Meeting

Each year Texaco sponsors a
thrilling day’s motor sport when top
racing stars compete for the
Leinster Trophy at the Texaco
International Race Meeting.

playing a part in more and more
sectors of Irish life. As sponsors of
sports competitions and community
events, Texaco is helping to foster
creative and sporting talent
in every part of Ireland.

So Texaco, which means
a lot to Ireland
today, will mean
even more
tomorrow.
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Texaco Cup/Irish Competition
The Texaco Cup is contested by
teams from all over Ireland in an
annual competition which has
become one of the highlights of
the Irish <occer calendar.

TexacoTourist Pilots

A familiar sight around Dublin, friendly
Texaco Tourist Pilots provide useful
information about all aspects of Irish
holidays. Our cheery girls have helped
many thousands of tourists spend a
carefree holiday in Ireland.
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Texaco Childrens Art Competition

Texaco's National Children’s Art Competition
attracts over 40,000 entries from all parts of
the country each year. Texaco is proud to
contribute to the appreciation of art by our
young people.

EXAC
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EDITORIAL COMMENT

SP-‘E}RTLN-G followers can be very fickle. It is only a few short

months ago that many were loudly hailing the Dublin senior
foothall team ag the greatest side of all time. Indeed, after the re-
sounding Leinster final win over Kildare in July there were those
who argued that Duplin were an unbeatable combination.

‘But since the below-par performance when. losing to Kerry many
of those who were so lavish in their praise of the Dubs during the
summer months are now the ones most voca] in their criticism of the
team, One defeat hgs transformed the Metropolitan side’s rating from
dizzy heights to thdt of a very moderate side in the opinions ot these
tickie men. ;

Could the real reason for this volte-face be that those who had
lavished: praise so indiscriminately on the team earlier in the year
were mage to Jook siily by the Dubs’ display in the All-Ireland final ?

Be that as it may, much nonsense has been bandied around about
Dublin sipce the Sam Maguire Cup game — just ags was the case
before that tie.

Let’s get our prioritieg right. One defeat, no matter how heavy,
should not generate panic.

Dublin may mnot have been the perfect “machine” that so many
had stoutly maintained before the showdown with Kerry, but their
record in emerging from Division II of the National L.eague in the

year’ showpiece match speaks more eloquently than words about
the high qualities the team possesses,

More than that, there wag the classy and skilleq football that
Dublin{ produced in match after match ; the type of play that delighted
tﬁﬂ wds, and kept them flocking to games in large numbers. The
Dubs, in fact, did a wonderful public relations job in thig regard for
Gaelic fﬂﬂ‘;’ﬁall in general,

They awakened too a new interest in, and a keener awareness of,
the game among the youth ‘of the capital, who have been nurtured
on a diet of “Match of the Day” on television. That was probably
the, best feature of Dublin’s return to the big-time because a strong
i{Gaeljc Games base in the capital is in the best interests of the G.A.A.

hat base is now firmer than it has been for years, thanks to Sean
Doherty and his colleagues.

We salute Kerry. They fully deserved their great win, and are
worthy champions and outstanding sportsmen.

But Dublin have accomplished too much to be glibly written-off
as a likely football forece in the future. Inevitably, the defeat in the
final is a blow to morale, and points also to the need for some
changes in the side.

Equally, however, the Dublin footballers themselves and the
men behind the team have what it takes to effectively silence their
doubterg by blue-printing their way back to the top.

S0, go to it Dublin! The game needs you. But more important,
the youth of Dublin need youy.

COVER PHOTO

N our front cover this month we pay tribute to the Kilkenny Senior,
Under-21, Minor, Colleges’, Vocational Schools’ All-Ireland Hurling
Champions. “Kilkenny for ever’” we say. Well, with the amount of talent
available to the Kilkenny selectors just now we pose the question—""Who

is going to stop them ?“

3

{ 1973-74 seagon Yo the All-Ireland title of 1974 and a place in this
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hakespeare’s three witches sat on the blasted heath dealing out
predictions ten to the dozen. No doubt they saw in the distant
future in Erin’s fairisle, the setting up of a semi-state body called
An Bord Bainne, commanded to take Ireland’s green and turn'
it into gold.

Now, had the witches got the job, with their spell for success,
of eye of newt and toe of frog, they could have hardly been as
O2%; successful as An Bord Bainne. An Bord Bainne studied the
modern marketing potions, memorised the right spells. Result: sales just kept growing
and growing.

Today, An Bord Bainneis a co-operative.

A co-operative, backed by 90,000 dedicated farmers, creameryand dairyworkers.
Sales this year will total £170 million making the dairy industry one of Ireland’s biggest
exporters. By1980, they expect to boost sales by another £100 million. Selling over
o0 varieties of milk based products in more than6Q markets around the world.

Magically turning our green into valuable export gold. Bm : N
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ITH the National Leagues
swinging into gear for the
new season and providing a wide
range of challengers for places
in the Top Ten charts, it is inevit-
able that a number of players
from counties that have not been
prominent among the major titles
find favour this month. Never-
theless, as the review covers the
period from September 21 to
October 14 inclusive, the domin-
ant county must be Kerry after
their All-Ireland senior football
final win.

So many Kerrymen caught the
eye in what was very much a
team victory over Dublin that
it was no easy task to decide on
the final line-up from the cham-
pion team. In the circumstances,
it is no great surprise that there
is a triple tie on top of the chart.

Ger Power, a tower of strength
at left half back, John O'Keeffe,
eminently sound at full back, and
Pat McCarthy, a tireless worker
in midfield, share the lead with
nine points apiece.

However, O'Keeffe and McCar-
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thy are in an extra special posi-
tion in that they are the only
footballers this month to in-
crease their over-all points totals.
O'Keeffe now has 30, and McCar-
thy is up to 17.

Three Kerrymen are also
bracketed on an eight points rat-
ing—Denis Moran, Paud O’Shea
and Pat Spillane.

Dublin’s two representatives 1n
the chart are Robbie Kelleher
and Tony Hanahoe,

The other non-Kerry foot-
ballers to find favour are Jimmy
Hanniffy, who did much to get
Longford off to a good start in
their League win at home against
Westmeath, and Brian McEniff, a
star for Donegal in thelr victory
over Louth also in the opening
round of the League.

Five hurlers improve their
over-all points positions as a
result of their performances in
the opening rounds of the
League. Setting the pace 1in
this regard are Martin Quigley
(Wexford) and Pat McDonnell

Ger Power

Pat Spillane

O
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(Cork), who top the month’s
chart with eight points each, and
now have 20 points and 16 res-
pectively.

FOOTBALL

9 J. O’Keeffe (Kerry ............ 30
9 P. McCarthy (Kerry) ...... 17
9 G. Power (Kerry) ...c....o.ee 9
8 D. Moran (Kerry) ............ 8
8 P. 0’'Shea (Kerry) .........o.. 8
g8 P. Spillane (Kerry) ......... 8
7 R. Kelleher (Dublin) ...... 7
6 A. Hanahoe (Dublin) ...... 6
6 J. Hanniffy (Longford) ...... 6
5 B. McEniff (Donegal) ...... D
HURLING
8 M. Quigley (Wexford) ...... 20
8 P. McDonnell (Cork) ..... . 16
7 A. Doran (Wexford) ......... 12
7 M, Coleman (Cork) ......... 7
7 J. Galvin (Waterford) ...... 7
6 T Quinn (Dublin) ............ 13
6 M. Conneelly (Galway) ...... 11
6 J. McMahon (Clare) ......... 6
6 0. Gallagher (Westmeath) 6
5 J. O’Neill (Antrim) ......... 5

Pat McCarthy

Paud O’Shea




Were Kerry

greatest

football

All-Ireland?

IT HAS NEVER been my habit

to say “I told you so”. But
there comes a time when even the
most modest man is forced to step
smartly to the centre of the stage,
discard the cloak of humility in
full view of the audience, and
take a bow.

Because of the necessity to
make a sad journey abroad T was
not able to write a column for
the last issue of GAELIC SPORT
(thank you all for your mnice let-
ters saying how much you missed
it) but our dear and esteemed
Editor very kindly granteq my re-
quest to put in a few lines ann-
ouncing my unwavering faith in
Kerry’s ability to beat Dublin
in the Football Final.

BEING A MODEST man him-
self, he doesn’t like making sen-
sational statements, so he “bur-
ied” the item at the foot of a
column under the headline
“Croak Fancies the Kingdom”.

Now, if our Editor were a loud
and brash fellow he’q have plas-
tered my humble opinion in a
prominent position, especially as
all the other experts ip the news-
papers (well, nearly all) were
hollering that Dublin had it sewn
up because the Kerry chaps were
too young.

Luckily, I was back in Treland
in time for the game and watched
it from my usual perch on Hil]
16. Enough has been said about
Kerry’s magnificent display. Tak-
ing fitness and speed with foot-
ball ability T don’t think I've seen
?i .biatter team in an All-Ireland
final.

ever to win

THE POSTCRIPT I'd like to
add 1s this. After al]l the talk
about violence it was good to see
the occasion pass in the best
sporting traditions of Croke Park
finals. The behaviour of Dub-
lin’s young suvporters behind the
Railway igoal was not offensive.

Whether this was due to their
own good sense or to the secur-
ity measures taken by the G.A.A.
doesn’t matter now. 'The impor-
tant thing was that the day
passed without any unruly or viol-
ent incidents,

Speaking of those security
measures, I heard several people
say before and after the match

that the G.A.A. had “over-
reacted”. In reply to that I say,
rubbish.

If precautions hadn’t been
taken and violence had broken
out again, those people woulg be
the very first to say that the
Association had stupidly refused
to heed grave warnings. In fact,
I would not have pulled my own
punches, and I could imagine
other writers being very critical
also.

It just goes to show that you
can't please al]l the people all
the time.

* * *

THRE IS NO DOUBT, of
course, that the G.A.A. could do
much more in other directions to
please the greatest possible num-
ber of its followers. Or maybe
I should put it this way — they
should try harder to displease
fewer,

As an example, I'll give you

6

the All-Ireland programme for
each final this year. It cost a
whopping 20p (or four bright
shillings, 1f you remember those
happy days before decimalisa-
tion). Now, I'm not saying that,
on a commercial basis, 20p was
too dear for the size and quality
of programme we got. It was cer-
tainly an attractive production,

All right. But please tell me,
who wants a programme as elab-
orate as that ? The essential part
of a programme, at any game, are
the teams. That’s all the spec-
tator really needs. He, or she,
doesn’t ask for a lavish magazine,
If that’s what the G.A.A. want to
get out, O.K.; but then let them
subsidise it and sell it to the pub-
lic at a reasonable price.

THE PRICE charged this year
was not just unreasonable, it was
outlandish. An increase of 700%
on what an All-Ireland pro-
gramme used to cost up until
five or six years ago.

I’M NOT the slightest bit in-
terested in the argument that the
productions nowadays are bigger
and more lavishly printed. All
we need are the line-outs (cor-
rectly given), pictures of the
players, if possible, and an article
or two to read during the half-
time interval.

For that T wouldn’t mind too
much paying 10p. But that
should be the very limit. Many
children ‘of different ages attend
the finals, and aren’t they en-
titled to have their programmes,
too ? I’'d say damn few of them

® TO PAGE 43



Denis (Ogie) Moran

N -~

fulfils all

By EAMONN YOUNG

5 E have a right chance now,”
said the Kerry teacher to
me. ‘“Moran and Sheehy haven’t
played in those places often but
they’re clever foothallers.”

That was a few days before
the All-Ireland and 1 agreed
with him, and on the day before
the final had mno hesitation in
writing in a news column that if
Tim Kennelly was a success
Kerry would win. The tall centre-
back from Listowel stayed with
his mature and tricky opponent
Tony Hanahoe, and we all know
the rest.

For a few years I have been
an admirer of Yyoung Moran,
having seen in his half-back play
4 clarity of thought and an im-
maculate delivery that promised
a lot. Last winter in Cork’s
Mardyke, where he stood (or
perhaps «tpavelled” would be a
better word) on the half-way line,
his readiness to work compen-
sated, in my eyes, for his size and
weight. For while the good big
man is a great performer, I have
always been more impressed by
the size of the fight in the dog
rather than the dog in the fight.
This simple emphatic word
“fight”, of course, doesn’t refer
specifically to belting a fellow on
the iaw. Whether or not one
admires Ali or Frazier, it was

obvious that in their recent
friendly joust there were dis-
played ~many  more human

characteristics than mere fight.

his early promise

In the same way on that day
in the Mardyke in which Ogie
Moran left no indelible imprint,
I liked his sixty-minute concen-
tration on the job in hands. So I
wasn’t unhappy to see him in at
centre-field in that first round
same against Tipp in Clonmel,

f

‘I love football and hope
to play more for Kerry i f
I'm good enough. Il
have to settle down In
one place | suppose and
at the moment centre-
field seems to be the best
though 1’d like to make

a go of the forty. I'll do
my best anywhere.’
OGIE MORAN

#

and while praising the young
player’s skill and cleverness to
ex-Kerry footballer Bobby Buck-
ley you can imagine my dismay
when Moran belted two balls up
in the air, like a man Kkicking
“rigers” in a small field. Kerry
were in trouble that day for a
long time and when it was over
there was in Mick O'Dwyer’s
solemn ‘It will be a tough Mun-
ster final” more determination
than optimism.

It was in that game when Paud
Lynch went off that Denis Moran
came on, but with only fifteen

7

minutes to go 1t was all over
anyway. Likewise, Moran’s entry
in the semi-final passed almost
unnoticed when he replaced Ger
Driscoll who had gone on for
Mick Sheehy. Sligo by that time
were being sewn up and so it was
left to the big day to show wus
our first real look at Ogie Moran.

From the start of the game, as
we all remember, Kerry set a
fast pace and in the forwards the
running, slick passing and regu-
lar but orderly inter-changing of
the Kerrymen showed that this
vital trait called cleverness was
adding a golden crown to speed
and quick reaction. I liked
almost everything that Moran
did, this young man who has
never played on the forty in an
important game. HIs straight
running indicative of clear
thought, skilful use of the ball
and smart acceleration all com-
hined to tear to shreds any
advantage given by the size and
ability of Alan Larkin. Moran
had one good point on a run in
and another after a smart pass
from Brendan Lynch but the
miost  vital contribution came
about six minutes from the end
when, with Kerry five points
ahead, he swung a fast low one
in to John Egan who threw it
quickly across the goal to a
leaping Ger Driscoll and there it
was in the net with Paddy Cullen

® TO PAGE 43
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JOHN KEANE

By Seamus O Braonain

An Appreciation

SI{NfCiE the strength of the hur-

ling game anywhere lieg at
least partly in the collective
wisdom, experience and en-
thusiasm of the past genera-
tions of the great exponents of
the game, there is no doubt at
all that Munster, in general,
and Waterford, in particular,
are weaker and poorer for the
death of John Keane,

We heard the mews, rough and
ready, when we went to buy
the morning paper on an early
October Thursday. The news-
agent gave it out straight from
the shoulder: ‘Did you hear
that John Keane is dead?” He
had taken ill the previous
evening while on one of his
husiness journeys at Tarbert,
Co. Kerry; had struggled to the
Garda station, was assisted by
the kindly sergeant and then
rushed to Limerick hospital,
but he died on the way.

John’s sentiment which we had
several times heard him eX-
press: “If 1 couldnt live in
Waterford, then Limerick 1S
where 1 would choose,” had
proven true in death rather
than in life. We, too, died a
little that grey October morn-
ing.

For John Keane was nof only a
valued and a dear friend for a
number of years; not only one
of the most marvellously ex-
citing men to spend hours in
conversation with, listening to

his analysis, thesis and syn-
thesig on hurling and hurlers;
not only one of the greatest
(many say the greatest!) hur-
lers of all time who could play
anywhere with equal magnifi-
cence: not only a great trainer,
teacher, motivator of youngeér
hurlers; not only a kindly and
sengitive gentleman. He was
all those things. But, he was
also our original boyhood hero;
the sandy-blond, clean-cut,
classicist for whom we would
have fought with tooth and
nail anyone who dared cast
the slightest aspersion on his
perfection.

And heroes ought not grow old.

And heroes simply should not
die. So we died a little as the
lost youth stil] hidden out of
sight within us died at last.
We were not alone, it was €asy
to see at the massive home-
coming funeral in the rain and
at the burial overlooking the
broad sands of Tramore,

There is an inherent danger in

making the acquaintance of
one’s boyhood heroes: they tend
on closer contact to have feet
of clay. Idolatry does not suit
human beings for they are by
nature munable to sustain the
ideals which little boys build
about them, It was, therefore,
many a long day before we
met and spoke to John Keane
on any basis of friendship. It
has been a cause of deep re-

gret ever since that we did
not seek out his company ear-
lier, for mo man lived up to
what one’s boyhood ideal made
him as did John.

He had an insatiable thirst for

hurling, so he mnever, never
tired of talking with total ab-
sorption to even the most re-
petitious bores. He could leave
one after an hour of enthusias-
tic discussion, and meet another
as he walked away and would
still greet him as a long lost
friend and begin to talk all
over again. And it wasn’t dip-
lomacy, tact, or advantage. It
was simply that John Keane
loved hurling so much; and
knew and understood deep in
his heart the way the people
felt about hurling and how they
wanted to touch the edge of
the garment of the man who
made them feel so proud.

There are many stories that il-

lustrate this, One of the best is
probably that of the man who
had cycled the 30 or so miles
to one of those epics in the
late thirties at Clonmel, which
Waterford lost. Steering along
the street after the game, he
suddenly spotted Keane in his
ordinary clothes walking to
the team’s hotel. In hig excite-
ment at recognising him and
never having seen him except
in hurling togs, he lost all his
bearings and shouting out:
@ OVERLEAF

- je— . - - i e - —
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month’s rental VEEEN

of £8.49

Only from RTV Rentals — this Decca Television has a

reputation for reliability, consistantly brilliant design and
engineering and is the most exciting TV value ever! Rent it
now . ., ., and don't forget

% RTV’'s service network is the biggest and most attentive
in the business.

% RTV’s service and maintenance is free, fast and efficient.
Y Minimum rental period 12 months. Other models in stock.

FREE 7-DAY TRIAL

Could any one offer you more ?

% RT“ENTALS

Head Office : 40 Upper Baggot Street, Dublin 4.
36 efficient Branches throughout the country.

FOR ALL DUBLIN SERVICES PHONE 764901
10
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“Poor John KEHHE, it wasn’t
your fault, anyway,” he cycled
straight up on the pavement
and crashed into a shop-front,
his eyeg still on his hero.

Keane went to his rescue with
the others mnearby, He was
patched up and brought home.
But John went tg the trouble
of finding out who the man
was, where he lived, and from
that day until he died, used
to drop in to the home of that
man to say a few words when-
€ver he was in the area.

You see, it doesn’t matter all that
much whether they put Keane
up at No. 1 or 2 or 3 on the
All-Time Greats, or whether
he is put undeservedly lower
down., Hurling alone did not
make the man. As the modern
phrase goes: he was a great
human being, apart from the
hurling.

Yet, the hurling is important for
those who did mot know him
personally or for the record of
history. And in this regard we
remember once duestioning
him about Mick Mackey, and
how it wag that he managed
to subdue him — the only man
to do so, it is said.

“Well,” he said, “I was a terribly
long time thinking about it.
God forgive me, even at Mass
it used come into my head.
But, in the end I decided that
there was only one possible
way to beat Mackey — get out
in front of him for every ball,
and never let it reach him at
all,

“But, John,” we said, “weren’t
you taking a terrible risk,
Supposing you missed the ball,
Mackey would be through on
his own.” .

“Ah, but that’s the thing, you
see,” said John as though speak-
ing to a rather dense child,
“I wouldn’t miss.”



® From left Eddie Keher and
Pat Henderson the only members

of the present Kilkenny team to
win National League medals.

By MICK DUNNE (of RTE Sport)

Kilkenny unfair
to journalists

HE time may not be far off when some of us may lead a protest
campaign with banners proclaiming: “Kilkenny unfair to sports

journalists !’ What more can we

write about them if they keep

on going as they have been; there are just so many superlatives even

in the thickest dictionary.

After yet another splendid per-
formance in this year’s cham-
pionship it certainly appears as
if Kilkenny will be a “problem”
sports writers must live with for
some time to come. Thelr super-
iority in hurling is clear-cut and
their prospects of continuing
their domination of the game
look very bright indeed.

Right now Kilkenny seem to
occupy as happy a position In
hurling as a successful prospec-
tor sitting atop a rich vein of
gold. They have the team of all
talents, and the All-Ireland final
underlined it emphatically, but
—more important—they have an
abundant reserve of talent which
they can mine whenever neces-
sary.

Of course, I joke when I sug-
gest that watching the superb
hurling skill they served up could

ever be a “problem” for any spec-
tator, be he committed supporter
or neutral reporter. And it looks
as if the enchantment with Kil-
kenny’s skills will go on and on.

The team that won the county’s
20th All-Ireland title in Septem-
ber now have new targets ahead
of them, so a lot of the specula-
tion heard about retirements be-
fore the All-Ireland has vanished.
The team that brought the county
its first two-in-a-row in 42 years
must now be toying with the
idea of a third consecutive cham-
pionship — something Kilkenny
haven’t done since 1913.

I certainly wouldn’t like to bet
heavily against them doing it.
This team set their hearts on
something and they strive all
the more earnestly to achieve the
ambition. It's worth pnoting, too,
that they have taken their county
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very close to the heels of Cork
and Tipperary at the top of the
championship 7roll of honour.
Triumph next September would
bring them level with Cork and
another 12 months would see
them catching Tipperary. And if
all that was accomplished they
would probably go harrying off
after Kerry, who now lead all
counties with 23 titles.

I'm not predicting anything,
but as I say I wouldn’t bet against
Kiitkenny. Not when you examine
the depth of talent they have
available. Minor victory this
year, under-21 Jlast year and,
yet again thig year. And don’t
forget the schools. In April St.
Kieran’s College won the col-
leges’ championship again and a
month later the county carried
off the All-Ireland vocational
schools’ title. Moreover, talk to
any of their officials and you'll
be impressed with details of the
juvenile activity and skill and
enthusiasm. I repeat: the county
1s sitting on a goldmine.

But they are realists enough
in Kilkenny to know that many
things could go wrong. Look at
Cork with al] the minor and
under-21 success they had over
the last decade for proof that
promising strength in the under-
age division i1s not g guarantee
of future success at senlor level.
However, I'm certain Kilkenny
will carefully nurse the young
talent along and they don’t have

Cork’s problems with dual
players.
The immediate objective for

Kilkenny is the current National
League. They haven’t won the
title since 1966, so only Pat Hen-
derson and Eddie Keher of the
team that won this year’s All-
Ireland final have league medals.
And it’s worth remembering that
next year their trip to America
won’t come until after the league
has ended.

. — — - — - i
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SCORESHEET

Movlan joins
Keher at

N a vyear in which the high
standard of Kilkenny hurling
in general has been strikingly
underlined by the splendid per-
formances of the county’s teams
in the various grades of the just
concluded championships, score-
getter extraordinary Eddie Keher
vet again inevitably commands a
leading role in SCORESHEET.
But, for once in a rare while, the
long-serving left full forward has
still to share the limelight with
a hurler from one of the less fash-
ionable counties, Barney Moylan,
of Offaly.

Keher added to his proud re-
cord of noteworthy barrages In
All-Ireland senior finals when he
helped himself to 2-7 in the win
over Galway. Impressive though
that haul was, however, it had a
touch of irony about it, in that
the Kilkenny ace failed by just a
single point to earn outright rank-
ing as the too marksman for
championship hurling for the
fifth season in his great career.

Starting the showpiece match
Moylan was holding on resolutely
to his position as hurling’s pace-
setter. A splendid bag of 4-5 in a
drawn game with Kildare at
Portlaoise in June helped the
Offaly full forward on the road
to a 4-23 (35 points) scoreline
from three championship ap-
pearances. That’s a whopping
match score of 11.66 points.

Almost ynbelievably, that- thir-
teen points haul in the AllIre-

head of list

® Jimmy Keaveney, top scorer for the

land decider brought Keher’s
score for the series to exactly
4-23 as well — and from three
games, what’s more!

Moylan’s 4-5 in the draw with
Kildare ranks as the best indivi-
dual tally in hurling. Keher had
his top match score in the clash
with Galway.

Others on the thirteen points
mark were Mick Birmingham,
with 2-4 for Dublin in a win over
Laois at Athy in June, and Pat
White, 1-10 for Kildare in that
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second year

mn ad row.

drawn encounter with Offaly at
Portlaoise.

Moylan is the first from Offaly
to finish in such a prominent posi-
tion in the national chart since
Paddy Molloy shot 815 (39
points) in three games in 1969 at
a thundering thirteen points an
outing. That year he shared the
No. 1 ranking nationally with
Charlie MecCarthy (Cork), who,
however, had five outings on the
way to 7-18.

@ TO PAGE 34




- —

X X X X X * k *K

x «
« LADIES
2

PLEASE-
X EDITED BY i
x  KITTY =
*  MURPHY

* *

% Kk % ok ok ok X X
HE.LLU READERS AND
WELCOME AGAIN !

No crime’s so great as daring
to excel. The cheek of those
Kerry fellows anyway, coming up
all that distance and hammering
the poor old Dubs at their own
front door. Now that’s no way
to treat your host. Really they
showed no respect whatsgever,
After all what did poor old Dub-
lin do except borrow the Sam
Maguire for a year and I’'m sure
if Kerry asked nicely they’d
have got a loan of it anyway.

I wouldn’t mind had they not
kept so quiet beforehand. Here
We were all pity for these young
tellows. After all the oldest of
them is only twenty-five and how
could they get over the weekend
with no one looking after them.
Somehow they managed. Not for
the first time ’twas a case of mis-
guided sympathy. First of all
their minors trotted out and look
at them, their faces rich in mem-
ories glorified.

I am beginning to wonder if
there is any such person as a
young Kerry footballer. Sure
their minors looked as if they all
had been around before. And
what were they doing only pav-
ing the way for their bigger hoys.
What’s more they didn’t care
whether we cheered them or not.
"Twas all so simple and any prob-

lems that did arise were dealt
with in a most efficient way.

The Senior boys arrived in due
course. Their give-nothing-away
supporters just about made their
presence felt. They were not
over enthusiastic, after all why

“should they be, aren’t they well

used to this kind of scene. Dublin
of course were the Champs and
we all hoped these Kerry lads
would put up some kind of a
fight. Having seen their charge-
hand play a few times we al]
knew ne’d have told them that
‘tis a little better to get the ball
between the posts than out by the
side of them. Mind you a few
of them listened too and as we
now know it did make that little
bit of difference,

The poor Old Dubs—What
went wrong., They were
brushed aside by these Kerry
boys who suddenly—

“Seemed to have grown clean

and sweet

Like any rock bred, sea borne

bird”.

They know the best way out of a
difficulty is through it and of
course clever people don’t break
rules, they just bend them a
little. Did someone ask—Where’s
the “Hill” ? 1It’s still over there
all right. A friend of mine des-
cribed his impression of the Dub-
lin banners on that much
maligned Hil] as if he were look-
ing at a bed of flowers on a frosty
night in the knowledge that they
would all be dead next morning.
How apt indeed. Oh yes, that
great uncertainty — Sport — has
done it again. The more honour-
able among us pay up our lost
bets while the despisable re-
ceivers justify their actions by
their insistence that it’s the up-
holding of the principle rather
than the taking of the money that
“Interests” them.

And now whither TIreland.
There’s something terribly nostal-
gic about the last Sunday in Sep-
tember. That lone seagull has
been hovering around all after-
noon swooping so low that at

14

times he could have been in the
square. But look at him now—
he knows the time has come for
him to go too and he fades away
into the distant Autumn sky from
which he stole his colour. Ang
so we wend our way back to base.
Already the dead leaves are roll-
Ing in a hurry and the branches
lash the air like whips. We are
happy and if dreams yet flatter
once again attend ... ..

It was a very good year
and—

“How sweet we roamed from

field to field

And tasted all the Summer's

pride.”
* %* w
OW TO PICK UP THE
PIECES.

This 1s the time of year when
the urge to learn something dif-
ferent hits one. Funny when 1
contemplate attending those
highly recommended evening
classes I never think of the ord-
inary. I always see myself as
Ireland’s leading Dress Designer,
having acqulired interpreter
status In at least French and
German with a working know-
ledge of Russian and Inner Mon-
golian. Of course nowadays ladies
attend everything and anyway
who said women couldn’t manage
woodwork? My friend has made
enough shadow cabhinets to do jus-
tice to any Georgian village.
After al]l it’s not her fault if the
unimaginative instructor insists
on showing her how to make a
cross—hasn’t she been carrying
them for vears. He could have
attempted an inlaid mahogany
bookcase for starters — really
those fellows try to make you
feel so small. So much for the
myth—now the reality.

Cynical friends insist on recall-
ing my previous ventures into the
extra mura]l] world. Yes, each
year I can supply the house and
neighbourhood with detailed in-
formation on every course being
run in every technical school in
the city. Of course I want to do




at least three COUISES at the same
time and no matter what you att-
empt thousands of others seem
to get the very same idea—just
to make enrolment that little bit
more difficult. I am not going to
let the mile long queue daunt me.
After all I know I'm far more in-
tent than all the rest put to-
gether and what do you bet—half
of these won’t even come back
after Christmas. Three hours,
four hours and yet the front door
is nowhere in sight. Ah well, I'll
stay here all night if needg be
hecause I know the greatest un-
developed territory in the world
lies under my hat.

At last mission accomplished—
I'm in. Yes I know it means go-
ing out four nights a week but I
have thought about all that and
yes Madam, I most definitely
want to pay for the full year.
What is the point in just paying
for one term, haven’t I always
despised these ones who start
something and never finish it.

My enthusiasm knows no
bounds. I make sure I have not
only the necessary but the opt-
ional equipment as well. My app-
lication to the job on hand is one
hundred per cent. It’'s just a
little unfortunate that I stitch my
finger to the left front of my
jacket. I don’t think it’s funny
—the cheek of her to laugh. Any-
way what am I paying her good
money for—can’t she see I'm not
used to this kind of thing. The
least she might do is show a little
tact. Ah well the first lesson
is always the hardest and no mat-
ter what you do in this world
someone always knew you would.
Maybe this is not my scene—I am
really looking forward to the
French.

Ah, this is more like it. The
Audio-visual technique appeals to
me. It's so much simpler. It’s
like being at the pictures. These
French know how to live. They
enjoy themselves. They wine,
dine and make merry when the
humour strikes them. And you
must admit they do have a word

for everything. After one lesson
I can practically carry on a com-
versation. I figure by the end of
thig year I'll be setting the course
for the next year. I can’t wait
to tell my friends about it and
maybe they’ll come along after
Christmas when so many of these
uninterested beings drop out.
This is really something,

The German is a slightly dif-
ferent proposition. Somehow
they seem to enjoy telling you
factual happenings like getting
up at ungodly hours in the morn-
ing, working hard and going to
bed at reasonable hours at night.
Now I ask you, with that kind of
a sense of humour can you blame
me for not going back. Sure no-
body could enjoy that kind of
thing — you’d feel overworked
just listening to them.

In an effort to justify myself I
did have one last fling, I became
an after{Christmas Judo member.
Now don’t ask me what colour
belt I wear. I'm very lucky to
have any bit of body left at all.
You know they teach you how to
throw and how to fall but I must
have missed out somewhere along
the line. I could never manage
the throw. Everyone else could
and they got full value out of
siving me my last fling. The
thump when body met floor was
bad enough but the ghastly shout
which accompanied the vicious
act was equally frightening. Ah
well, some of us never ]earn.

* * *

OU MUST ADMIT ITS
IMPCRTANT TO GET ONE’S
PRIORITIES RIGHT.

After all the nights are bit-
terly cold and isn’t it far more
pleasant to sit and chat with one’s
friends in front of a nice cosy
fire than to try and brave the
elements.

Finally I wish to thank you

Mr. Tom Berry for your very

complimentary letter. I'm

glad you enjoy Ladies Please

—(don’t we always!) Au

Revoir! Auf Wiedersehen !

1o

Miss Kitty Murphy,
c/o Ladies Please,
Gaelic Sport.
A Chara,

Camogie Magazine, Please let
me know how many issues of the
Quarterly were printed and if
and where back issues may ble
bought. 1 thave issues Nos. 1-3
inclusive, Also the Camogie
Annual, is there just one issue
so far and where may I send for
it?

Is the history of camogie ready
yet and are there any coaching
films or tapes of matches on the
All-Ireland available?

Camogie ig flourishing better
now than at any time since be-
fore the wupheaval in the ’40s
here in County Down and especi-
ally in Kilkeel. It is only proper
as Mrs Rosina McManus was born
here tho’ Antrim and Belfast
claim her mow., Neéext time we
meéet Dublin in an All-Ireland
camogie fina] we will be more
accurate round goal.

Thank vou for reading this
letter and do hope you can help
me,

Is mise,

FRANK McKNIGHT.
20 Manse Road,
Kilkeel, Newry, Co. Down.
® Six issues of the Camogie
Magazine were wbublished and
with the exception of the first
issue, all others are available. To
date only ome Camogie Annual
has appeared and covies of same
are also available from.:

MISS JO GOLDEN,
GENERAL SECRETARY,
CAMOGIE ASSOCIATION,
¢/o0 CROKE PARK,
DUBLIN 3,

The History of Camogie is be-
ing prepared for publication and
it is hoved to have it completed
and on sale by mid’76. You can
hire coaching films from.

The National Film Institute of
Ireland,

65 Harcourt Street, Dublin 2.
(K.M.)
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Clean Power...

Under the 680 foot chimney-stack at- Ringsend, children
and people can live and play in safety because of the care
taken in the design. Long before the station was built,
extensive studies were carried out to examine the wind
patterns in the area and the height which would be
necessary to ensure that the exhaust gases from the
chimney would cause no ill-effects at ground level In
the whole Dublin area.

Since the station went into full operation, extensive tests
at ground level have proved that the design and planning
have been successful.

Electricity is produced to meet the social and industrial
needs of the community. The ESB does this job, making
sure that in the process it does not injure the environment,
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Press Cuttings

AWV

FULL MARKS FOR

By NEIL McCAVANA

ON'T count me among those
who say that the leading
hurlers and footballers are gene-
rally not putting enough back
into the games, I know of many
who are doing excellent work for
hurling and football where it is
needed most—among the school-
boys, the seniors of the future.

These thoughts were prompted
by an interesting piece I came
across in this month’s review of
the provincial papers. The stars
in the spotlight here are Eddie
Keher and Noel Skehan, and if
says much for their enthusiasm
and dedication that the occasion
reported in the “Drogheda Inde-
pendent” took place ghortly after
the All-Ireland final win when, no
doubt, demands on all of the Kil.
kennymen . for victory celebra-
tions and the like were extra
heavy.

I quote:

“Saturday last was a maile-
stone in the history of Wolfe
Tone Hurling Club when the
Drogheda  Gaelic Grounds
echoed to the clash of the ash
by some 200 boys, whose ages
ranged from 3 to 19.

“This was due in mo small
measure to the presence of two
of Kilkenny's All-Ireland team
__ the omne and only Eddie
Keher and wonder goalie Noel
Skehan. They enthralled the
host of bous with what must

NOEL AND EDDIE

have been to them a display of
hurling that some day they
themselves could hope to attain.
The manner in which both men
handled the wmany questions
asked of them, and the willing-
ness of the replies was to be
admired. For 2% hours they
spoke and demonstrated on the
game in which they have won
so many honours, with a sim-
plicity that all oresent under-
stood.

“There is one young lad who
must be ten foot tall now, be-
cause he put a sliothar past
Noel Skehan. When asked his
name he said: ‘Oliver Kelly’
And so it was with other lads,
they, too, dream of putting the
sliothar into the met for Louth.
Let it not be, for their sakes, in
the too distant future.

“T'o witness the ease and
grace of their exhibition will
linger mo doubt in the lads’
memories, and it is hoped that
by their endeavour that the
game of hurling will, once
more, come into its rightful
place in the town.”

That’'s a sentiment all true
lovers of the game will loudly
endorse.

Still on the hurling theme, and
the All-Ireland final day in par-
ticular. I was especially taken by
the following comments which I
reproduce here from Gaelic Com-
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Eddie Keher

(Kilkenny) (Kilkenny)

mentary by Cois Laoi in “The
Southern Star”, of Cork:

“By the way, can anybody
explain the 35-minute interval
between the end of the minor
match and the beginning of the
senior game. ‘When will they
get on with the game? ’ was the
question asked more than once
on Hill 16 last Sunday as hun-
dreds of bored spectators
waited and waited,

“I appreciate that it seems to
be the same old story with me
thig time everu year—cCom-
plaints about the carry-on by
officialdom. at Croke Park. Two
points really irritated me on
Sunday, and indeed for many
All-Ireland  Sundays  before
that. Why, oh why, is a stool
placed outside the dressing-
room exit and a shower of cam-
eramen and officials waiting
to grab the players as they
run on to the field. Surely
the ‘run on’ is one of the key
moments for players and spec-
tators alike ? In the old days
players were allowed to run on
to the field and pose afterwards
without a stool. Was there
something wrong with that
simple procedure

“The other point is the old
question of official ‘Invaders’
during minor and senior games.
Nothing looks more amateur,
untidy and downright annoying

® OVERLEAF

. TR
@ Noel Skehan
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than the unnecessary incursion
of coaches, trainers, priests,
hangers-on etc., etc., during the
course of @ game. You see this
in every match at Croke Park.
Men run on with the ‘magic
bottle’ with a word of advice
and with medical treatment—

liquid gold
q g never with permission from
the referee. Isn’t there o rule

T'Om Ol Sunnie 7" land. | which JcﬂTbi:iis such people from

entering the field of play with-
out the express permission of
the referee? Or could it be
that in G.A.A. books rules are
made to be jgnored ?

Moneygall won the North Tip-
perary senior hurling title for the
first time towards the end of
September. In “The Guardian”,
of Nenagh, the following, headed
“A Family Affair,” and distinct
from the match report, caught
Imy eye.:

“To have four sons on a
championship winning team is
certainly a proud occasion for
any parents. In taking their
first ever semior title on Sun-
day, the Ryam brothers, Philip,
Jack, Seamus and Eugene from
Moneygall carried on a great
family tradition, a tradition
that might not have met with

_| all that success on the playing
fields in the past, but which
SECD nonetheless has played a very

SHEIEY significant role im the affairs

| of the G.A.A. right up to top
Sy ‘] ; ' level
J‘ig I‘H

E.Uq'l:lsu..w

iais “The Ryans are of course
i s EST. 1790 " aDeuaw ﬁsj« 1790 i 1 EELFTS,T }ﬁ’” - sons of Seamus Ryan, former
T o o A S e rop b president of the G.A.A. and
present chairman of the
Moneygall club, and Sunday’s
victory wdas the second major
hurling success to come to the
famaly this year. Earlier this
| year Seamus led U.C.D. to suc-
| cess in the Fitzgibbon Cup final
and Jack and Eugene were
team-mates, while Philip, as
chairman of the Universities
Council, hag the pleasant task
of presenting the cup 1o
Seamus.”
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We’ll keep our
eves on Derry

DER'RY’-S reconstructed team created such a fav-
' ourable impression in the All-Ireland semi-final
that their performances in the new National Foot-
ball League, which commenced last month, will be
watched with close attention.

Over the last six seasomns only Kerry qualified
for the League semi-finalg as often as Derry, the
big difference between them Dbeing, of course,
Kerry’s ability to reach the final also (and indeed
win it) whereas Derry couldn’t cet past the semi-
finals in 1970, ’71, '72 and '73.

This failure to go further than the semi-finals
lent weight to the theory that Derry were a “winter
team” solely; that because of their big physique
they were ideally suited to the heavy grounds In
November and December and again after Christmas
to February, but when pitches — especially Croke
Park—became firmer in April the northerners were
not the same force.

If that was indeed the reason it may not be S0
from now on. As we saw thig summer in the cham-
pionship Derry have a better blend of the big six-
footers and nippy, more mobile players of less than
six feet. There can be mno doubt that the side in
the All-Ireland semi-final was a team of better
quality, indeed of stiffer resolve, than any Derry
team that got to Croke Park in the 1970-'73 period.
Because of thig I will be particularly interested in
their progress in the league.

The Ulster champions are in the section of Divis-
jon: I with the champions Meath—in fact they are
at home to the league winners—Connacht champions
Sligo, Tyrone, ‘Galway and Mayo, And if summer
form is any guide—although it can be very unrel-
iable when assessing the outcome of games that may
be played in rain and on muddy pitches—Derry
should be the favourites to win out that section,

Derry’s last appearance in the League semi-final
was in the drawn tie of 73 against Kerry. That’s
a game best forgotten not only because of the
incidents during and after it, but also because Derry
by their performance, and their supporters by their
behaviour, last August more than made up for that

unhappy day.
Because of their disappointment in the cham-

By
Mick Dunne

(of RTE Sport)

pionship they will be all the more determined in the
league. . None will be more earnest than two of
their defenders, Peter Stevenson and Tom Quinn.

Stevenson, 29 in June and the captain of the
side that won the Ulster championship, has had a
varied career on and off the side. He was out of
the team more than once during recent times
because a pop group of which he was a member
spent time on the continent during the summers.
Therefore it was only last July that he played in his
first Ulster final,

A member of the St. Columb’s College (Derry)
football side that won the All-Ireland colleges’ title
in 1965 he has two Ulster junior hurling champion-
ship medals and he played at left half-back on the
Ulster hurling team last February. In fact, Peter
is doing tremendous work for the game of hurling
in Derry. He is secretary of the hurling board and

to help him promote the game all the better he has

attended the instructional courses at Franciscan
College (Gormanston).

Peter is a footballer of exceptional ability;
strong and vigilant and with a safe pair of hands as
well as an overall spirit of adventure in his half-
back play.

Dependability is the keynote of Tom Quinn’s play
at full'back. The Bellaghy teacher, who will be 28
in January, is a sturdy 6 ft. 13 in. and is now firmly
established as his county’s fullback aft€r severa] ex-
cursions up and down the team to various positions,

His ability as an excellent fullback was demon-
strated repeatedly in 1965 with the minor team that
won the Alldreland title and again three years later
with the under-21 side that took the highest honours.

But in an effort to strengthen their attack which
for so long caused the selectors more than a little
concern, Tom was moved upfield. When the League
re-opened in February 1973 he was left half-forward
and during the summer last year he was playing
at full-forward. In his earliest years on the senior
side he had spells at right and left corner back.

But when Derry won the McKenna Cup in Sep-
tember last year by beating Monaghan in the final
Tom had reverted to full-back and his many fine
performances this year suggest that he isn’t likely
to be moved out of the position again.
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® A good question

THE ache in the heart of Munster hurling is worse.
It was uncomfortable a year ago, but it has
built up into a gnawing pain now. Angina is sus-
pected — or some other kind of crucial hardening
of the arteries,

It is nothing to feel unconcerned about.
Although Munster hurling is no longer a youngster,
it should only be reaching a full and flowering
maturity in the mid-"70s, rather than ailing with
symptoms that suggest a serious condition. Doctors
must be consulted; diagnosis is urgent; remedies
must be applied.

The situation in 1974 when Limerick won the
Munster championship but failed to Kilkenny com-
prehensively was the first time hurling people, in
seneral, began to suspect the alment. In GAELIC
SPORT this time a year ago there was a pretty
searching study of the Munster situation.

The year that has elapsed has made 1o marked
change in the balance of hurling power, nor pre-
sented any improvement in the Munster situation.
It might be argued that things were even Wworse
because, this year, there wasn't even a representa-
tive of the province in the All-Ireland final. Tt is a
long time since a Munster county has been excluded
from the kill and the struggle to see who shall
receive the champion’s portion.

What is wrong? Again, before jumping to big or
startling conclusions, we should perhaps look in
some detail at the Munster situation — see, if Pos-
sible, whether there is a discernible pattern of
deterioration in the recent past. We should, of
course, at this point observe that the advance of
Galway to remarkable (almost unparalleled) im-
provement in 1975 was an obstacle in the way., It
was they who baulked Tipperary (of the League title
which would have gone so far to restoring some of
that county’s bent pride. ‘And it was they who
caught Cork bending when they lcoked a side close
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to All-Ireland quzlity for the duration wof the
championship.

Therefore, it depends a lot on how good Galway
were and how worthy the defeats of Tipperary and
Cork were. The manner of Kilkenny’s handling of
the new stars in the All-Ireland final must suggest
a considerable gap still between what Kilkenny and
Galway are just at the moment.

That was an absolute standard of comparison in
the final because Kilkenny were then primed to the
limit for that performance. Earlier, when Galway
beat Kilkenny in the League semifinal, such
absolute comparison did not apply: Galway were
pretty high-geared even then at a relatively early
stage of the season, but Kilkenny were a bit weary
and a little off-key. It wasn’t just a question of
being caught by surprise, though, because they had
seen Cork take a tumble at Galway’s expense—even
if they did not quite believe the full extent of the
warning.

Now we have to pay attention to Kilkenny,
because as champions and the dominant hurling
county we must take them as the yardstick. It is all
very well harking back in the memory or in folk
tradition to heroes of the recent or distant past. But,
it is useless to try to apply memory’s flights of what
Munster hurling used to be to what it is now. Of
course, we can have our opinions and convictions,
but they are just our personal beliefs.

The difficulty with Munster hurling in 1975 was
that it seemed, in fact, to be measuring up to higher
standards. We think only of the top of the iceberg
(senior inter-county level) when we make our snap
judgements about hurling being on the upgrade
or the downgrade. And while that is perfectly all
right as a measure of that level at that particular
moment, it does not at all look to the future. Axd
it is essentially the future about which we are con-
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cerned when we examine and agonise over present
standards.

If there existed any concrete evidence of decline
in 1975 it must have been the fact that it was two
southern counties which “took the dive’” from Div.
1A to Div. 1B of the Nationa] League. At the same
time Dublin were surviving where they could not.

Subsequently, in their draw and replay against
Tipperary and their respectable performance against
Cork in the Munster final, Limerick might be said
to have redeemed their pride somewhat. Hardly
to the level of their performances of 1973 and late
1974.

Waterford, however, have no such opportunity
for argument. They went down and down through-
out 1975, while one wondered where the flair and
ability had gone which they showed so excitingly
in 1973 and 1974.

On the other hand, it could not be denied that
Tipperary showed up better in the League, and their
championship efforts, too, were not of the same
entirely inadequate kind of 1974.

Clare did not have the pleasure of a champion-
ship victory as they did the year before, but their
faillure to Cork was not more crushing than that
against Limerick in the 1974 Munster final.

Cork, however, had a good and promising cham-
pionship run this year and may, perhaps, have had
a shade of ill-luck in being shocked by Galway.
But they were inconsistent in the League even be-
fore Galway eliminated them—none of the sheer
brilliance of the 1974 League final. Skill, talent . . .
Yes! But some missing element of devil or dedi-
cation applied with consistency, and regretted
because once the hallmark of Cork hurling teams.

To sum up: it would take a great depth of analy-
sis to find any real overall decline over the last year
in Munster hurling. Meantime, however, Kilkenny
have been striding away. Short-handed in 1873 they
were convincing winners in 1974, and complete in
their tactical, skilful and experienced combination
of 1975. Comfortably ahead of Leinster opposition,
even that of Wexford. On the face of things, and
taking only senior level, it would appear that XKil-
kenny are enjoying one of those golden eras that
several [Munster counties have enjoyed, and
enjoyed as often, and may be expected in the
normal course of events to enjoy again.

This is the point at which the digging below
ground has to be done to study the roots. Hezlthy
roots are the guarantee of future growth. And, in
this area, the most startling thing was the way
Kilkenny minors overwhelmed Cork in the All-
Ireland final showing, in the process, not only a
clear gap din striking ability and general skills, but
a superior tactical concept and a far better app-
roach. That was a part of the same superiority

2
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which all Kilkenny youth had displayed during the
hurling yvedr in which they captured the All-Ireland
Under-21, after a great game with Cork, the All-
Ireland Colleges title and the All-Ireland Vocational
Schools championship.

Yet, Cork, the Munster champions, were never
troubled in the southern province. In fact, they
had the easiest of passages and the Tipperary side
beaten by them in the final was openly spoken of
as one of the poorest ever to represent the county.
With those kind of gaps opened between Kilkenny
and Cork; and between Cork and their fellow-
Munstermen, it may only be concluded that the
standard of hurling among the minors of the rest
of Munster is abysmal,

Having watched several games in the special
M. H. League which the Munster Council began
some vears ago in an enterprising attempt to bring
the weaker ones @ bit more into the picture, it could
be nothing but the truth to say that the play was
poor and the command of skills very disappointing.

Even with good minors there is no guaran-
tee that the future at senior level will be pright,
for there is always a significant drain of young
players who never make it to the top level of
competition. But without good minors what
piossible chance is there that a county will have
4 good senior team in years to come,

You would not worry if this was a passing
phase, and that next year or the year after the
next clutch of fine young players will appear
from Tipperary or Limerick or Waterford. But,
it is not a passing phase, because it is now too
long by far since Tipperary produced a good
minor side (even including the one that won
a Munster championship a couple of years ago.

And Waterford, Limerick and Clare have had
too long a break, too. Limerick know the import-
ance of the minors because of the benefits they
reaped from the sguads of the early and middle
’60s. And they appreciate the importance of the
school backing because most of those teams had
been grounded and proven in the excitement of the
Harty Cup.

At present, even Cork are suffering because there
is no longer a decent test of them, and they are
inclined to stroll through the Munster campaign
with little improvement as a result. The need is
obvious: to secure the future and rescue the slide,
Munster must find a way to develop its youthful
hurlers and get more of them to play hurling.

They must, if at all possible, convince them that
they should devote themselves entirely to it. For
hurling is too skilled and demanding a game to be
mixed up with football, basketball, volleyball, cross-
country running, soccer, rugby, etc. Too many
yvoung fellows to-day want to play a bit at every-
thing. Jacks of all trades and masters of none.
But, how this is to be done is another matter,



Salute to the mighty

men of the Kingdom

ULSTER VIEWPOINT

“ AND to think that Ulster will

be paired with the Munster
champions in next year’s All-
Ireland semi-finals.” That was
the wry comment of a well-
known Down legislator as he
inched his way from the Hogan
stand after seeing Heffo’'s Army
reduced to near impotence by
the most exciting, disciplined
and talented commando force
ever to come out of the famed
Kingdom.,

I make no apology for devoting
this month’s space to my humble
tribute to a Kerry side which
made this vyear’s All-Ireland
decider the most enjoyable that
I have ever seen in a 30-year
pilgrimage to Croke Park.

There is no proof that the
Down man spoke for all, but I
could detect no disagreement
with his view that we had Jjust
witnessed a special preview of
the first page in what may well
be the most glorious chapter yet
in the Kerry story.

Those lucky enough to have
been at Headquarters or to have
seen the television presentation
of the game will, I am confident,
remember this Munster side—the
voungest ever to take the sup-
reme prize—as among the really
great champions and potentially
the greatest of all,

A year is a very long time in
sport and injuries or an inexplic-
able loss of form can wreck the

best laid plans — even of a
master trainer like Mick
O'Dwyer—but given normal luck,
the new champions appear to
have all the qualifications which
will keep them on top for several
seasons ahead.

With team-building only started
just a year ago, they were ex-
pected to put up “a reasonably
sood show’’ against hot favourites
Dublin, but from the moment
of Dublin’s defensive lapse which
led to Johnny Egan’s opening
goa] after three minutes’ play,
the writing was on the wall.

That early body blow was but
the overture to Dublin’s troubles.
Blitzed by blinding speed and
prilliant skill, the 1974 title-
holders were given no respite
and it was a pity that one or two
of them should have blemished
an otherwise impeccably con-
tested battle.

It was a measure of Kerry’s
meticulous tutoring that even
the loss of captain Mickey O’Sul-
livan did not upset their rhythm.
From goalkeeper Paud
O'Mahoney, who has not con-
ceded a goal in the champilon-
ship, to Pat Spillane, they were a
team without, as far as 1 could
see, a single weak link.

Nor was there any comfort in
the minor final about the threat

of a Kerry take-over in the -

seasens immediately ahead. To
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say that Tyrone were disappoint-
ing would be the understatement
of the year, and I would prefer
to draw a veil over a perform-
ance which, I am sure, all
Northern followers will wish to
forget. However, it should not be
forgotten that our lads faced a
Kerry team of immense talent.
Indeed one of the best-known
Tyrone men in the whole coun-
try considered young Vince
O'Connor at right-back for the
winners the best player in either
game,

Personally, T would be inclined
to award that particular oscar to
Ger Power, left half back lon the
senior squad. From start to finish
he never put a hand or foot
wrong and was always in the
game. But then the same could
be said of so many of his col-
leagues. Teamwork, teamwork,
teamwork was written all over
the green and gold performance.

One thing is certain. Kerry
will be back to win more titles
and more and more friends, That
cannot be bad for the game even
though it may mean an extended
stay for “Sam Maguire” among
the Reeks. It has always been a
signal honour to beat the King-
dom. Ulster, and I am sure
Leinster and <Connacht, not to
mention Cork, will keep striving
to do just that. It won’t be easy,
but the incentive is greater now
than ever before.

mat LA




e ] S R,
= e L N P L S R e T R S

%
-
=
g
gt -
i
i
.

P,
a
s
-
-
o
o
aa
Z,
o
A
e
o
e

a,

o,

i -
t. o Y
1 e
i S

3 s o B

TRADE
ENQUIRIES




- Gilt Edge
leisure wear |

29 Montpelier Hill, Dublin 7. ions

: T . i L5 . -

-




IN 1975, just as in 1955, out-

siders Kerry beat fancied

Dublin pretty conclusively in the
All-Ireland senior football final,
but beyond the actual result,
there was little resemblance
whatever between those two

MOONDHARRIG’S DIARY

memorable confrontations.

"In 1955 we had what all the
rest of Ireland looked upon as
a head-on clash between two foot-
ball cultures, the old-style catch
and kick man-to-man individual
prowess approach of Kerry and

... from Concrete Products of
Ireland Limited, makers of Marley
Rooftiles, Besser Bricks and Blocks
and Bes-Stone Split Blocks, the
materials used in the best buildings.

Concrete Products of Ireland Limited,

Lucan, Co. Dublin. Telephone 280691
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the slick combination, short-pass-
ing and gplit-second team-work
of Dublin.

It was not quite as clear-cut as
that, of course. Kerry, then as
always, were as well able to pass
the ball as anybody else, and
there was never any shortage of
combination in the teams that
Dr. Eamonn O’Sullivan, God rest
him, turned out. On the other
hand, no man in Croke Park in
that 1955 final kicked that ball
as far as Dublin’s tall defender,
Mick Moylan.

Besides Dublin also had more
than a few characters who could
field a high ball with the best of
them.

But most people still chose, in
1955, to see the game in black
and white terms of ‘old style’
versus ‘new style’ ignoring the
basic fact that there were so many
similarities between the football
played by both teams, Anyway it
was universally hailed as a vic-
tory for the old style when Kerry
won, and won very deservedly.

In addition, that 1955 final was
also looked upon through almost
all of Ireland as the supreme
battle for sporting supremacy bet-
ween City and Country, both
mark vou with capital C’s.

That of course was a simplifica-
tion too. but just the same rural
Ireland, no matter how manyv or
how close were its persona]l ties
with Dublin, felt that Kerry’s vic-
tory wasg in essence a victory for
the men from the fields and the
men from the furrows over the
City slickers.

But how much Ireland, and
Gaelic football, has changed in
20 years was very clearly proved
when these counties met again
this September.

In the first place, the team
game was the basic gkill of both



cides. Speed inter-changing posi-
tions, use of the open spaces, and
above all running, running on the
ball and running off the ball, has
replaced the rugged individualism

of old.

The old man-to-man marking
has been replaced py the admoni-
tion to ‘stay with your man wher-
over he goes’ and practically any
player except the goalkeeper 1is
likely to pop up anywhere.

The high catch and the long
kick are- of course, still tremend-
ous assets to any player and to
any team, but the dominant feat-
ure in this vear’s final was speed,
speed of foot, speed of passing,
speed in moving into position to
give or take a pass or a score.

Kerry won this year’s title
because they outscored Dub-
lin, and they outscored
Dublin because they out-
passed Dublin, and they out-
passed Dublin because they
outran Dublin.

So fundamentally, Kerry out-
played Dublin at what was once
Dublin’s own type of football.
And no one had a word to say
this time about a confrontation
between the old style and the
new stvle, because both teams
were playing exactly the same
style of football.

Nor did we hear, except from
q few old-timers, any great talk
of a confrontation between City
and Country. Barring the relative-
ly few people gtill alive, what
used to be called, very far back
from the road (and some would
say these are unfortunate and
some would say they don’t know
their luck), many of the one-time
differences between town and
country have vanished into thin
air.

There is little point of talking
about the men from the fields
and the furrows, when Kerry and
Dublin mustered exactly the same
number of men who work on the
land in their All-Ireland final line-

outs. As for the ‘City slicker’ tag,
Tralee and Killarney are as citi-
fied now as any of Dublin’s sub-
towns, and probably much more
so than Ballyboden or Balbriggan
moreover, two-thirds of the pre-
sent Kerry team are city-based.
Almost as many are, or were, city
based students.

The line between city and
country is an amazingly thin one
nowadays, and that particular
rivalry is not now SO pronoun-

ced. But, thank God, the old tradi-
tional loyalties are still strong,
even if the old traditional anti-
pathies are dying and it is great
to see a generation of young
Kerrymen who have been reared
in a world of central heating and
colour television ang cars on the
doorstep, true as ever to the my-
stique of the green and the gold.

At the same time it is just as

® TO PAGE 42
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Urgent search for

talent in the West

By SEAN RICE

OW that the Cup has returned

fo the Kingdom, officials in

other counties have begun work

on the team of their desires, with

hope and courage renewed by
Kerry’s triumph.

They know that Dublin’s sud-
den rise from obscurity can be
emulated, as Kerry proved, and
furthermore, that it is within the
capabilities of at least half a
dozen counties to break through
their own mediocrity in similar
fashion.

So the search is on, in the
league that has just started, for
the right players with the right
approach and sufficient potential
on which to structure a success-
ful side.

Nowhere is urgency in this vein
more pronounced than in Con-
nacht. The past seven or eight
yvears has been unkind to the pro-
vince in championship football.
Galway’s four final defeats, Mayo’s
failure to even reach that far de-
spite their promise, and Sligo’s
collapse to Kerry in this year’s
semi-final have all given rise to
concern for the state of the game.

Mavo is the only county in the
province to have carried the ban-
ner in recent years . . . in the
form of minor and under-21 suc-
cess. For all that, what should be
a natural transition from under-
21 to senior success has not been
achieved and in a recent Gael-
Linn semi-final match with Gail-
way there was no positive indi-
cation that success is imminent.

In fact Galway, who has had a
much leaner under-age gpell than

Mayo, won that game handsomely.
And while they, too, have many
problems to solve there was some
ray of hope in the displays given
by new players such as Tim Flan.-
agan and Joe Burke,

Othér unfamiliar mameg like
Kinneavy, Judge, Kelly, Redding-
ton and Talty were among that
Galway line-out and it is on such
players together with a blend of
some old favourites like Liam
O’Neill, Johnny Hughes and even
Liam Sammon that Galway will
be placing hope for a restoration
of the football quality that so
long ago won praise from every
corner of the country.

Roscommon’s eclipse in the
Connacht championship Juring
the year was softened somewhat
by the success of their minors.
But outside the province the
minors, like Sligo, were no match
for the tough Kerry youngsters,

Despite that defeat, Res-
common possessed some rich
talent notably in the forward
line where Michael Finneran
in all their games seemed
every inch a foothaller.
Adrian de Paoli, Richard
Beirne, Jimmy Costello and
Tony McManus also played
exciting football and with a
little care and encourage-
ment may soon be among the
county’s top senior players.

Many of the Sligo players who
saw their dream of the county’s
first All-Ireland title swamped by
Kerry's aggressive style are gtill
voung and will hold their places
for some time,
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But their leader, Michael
Kearins, on whom they have de-
pended so much, will not be very
long more with them and it re-
mains to be seen if last year’s
promise can be sustained to even
a similar degree during the com-
ing months.

Mayo will again be depending
for that long-sought All-Ireland
title on most of the players who
failed to gain it last season. They
have plenty of young talent to
choose from should any of the
regulars lose form. There is
Eamonn Brett, Kieran Kenny,
son of the late Henry Kenny, one
of Mayo’s great players of the
Thirties, Stephen Sweeney, Billy
Diskin and Jimmy Burke all of
whom have had success in the
underage grades.

But Mayo will have to find the
total commitment, the fire and the
confidence that seems to forsake
these young players when they
enter senior football. On this will
depend the team’s future achieve-
ments.

In Leitrim, Dermot Gannon and
company, have been concentrat-
ing on underage football and in
the champlonship the county’s
minors surprised many last seas-
on.
But their’s is an uphill battle
against a background of despair
at senior level. Yet the courage
of the officials within the county
has stood out like a beacon and
if they continue to groom their
voung players with the same en-
thusiasm success may come to the
county in some grade in the not
too distant future.
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124 pages of excitement — superb

photographs of the stars in action
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OUR PITCH

We are not claiming that our operations are as exciting
as watching your favourite football team win. But to
thousands of people in our towns and farms this is where
the real scores are made.

Scores in the home and export markets that are the
result of technical experience, teamwork, modern
equipment, and research. Scores that are worth £50m.
annually to the country. So the next time you see an
Irish Sugar Company harvesting operation,
give a cheer — we're the home side.

Irish Sugar Company
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KIRBY REIGNS SUPREME

HANDBALL

....

By SEAN CLERKIN [ S

AT KIRBY reigns supreme as the Champion of Irish Handball.
Pat McGarry retains the tag of the most accomplished player

not to have won a senior title.

Maye and Tipperary players still

continue to dominate in the hardball code. Kilkenny make a clear
sweep in junior and a big breakthrough for Meath in minor ranks.

These, in familiar phrasing
were the highlights of the All-
Ireland Championship campaign
in the 60’ x 30’ code which con-
cluded a short time ago. On a
general basis it was probably the
most successful one on record,
due, in the main to the new dim-
ension brought about by the gen-
erous sponsorship of Coca-Cola in
the Open Championships.

Kirby shone as a beacon and
again endeared himself to all and
sundry as the distinctive sports-
man and super handballer.

He wound his way through the
Open Singles Championship with
a commanding brand of handball,
stamped with a class of perfec-
tion and giving the apparent lie
to the fact that he is now in the
upper age bracket.

I saw Kirby at his best in the
All-Ireland Final before a cap-
acity attendance on the eve of
the Kilkenny and Galway hurling
game,

On that occasion, pitted against
Joe Howlin, who previously had
dismissed his Wexford colleague
Pat Murphy, the Tuamgraney
ace, chose to unleash the full vol-
ume of his vast handball reper-
toire. It was one-sided admit-
tedly, but Kirby that night joined
the ranks of the Great.

Aside from his handballing ex-
ploits Kirby took up his caméan
this season, distinguished him-
self as a custodian and calmly
lifted a Clare Senior Champion-
ship medal.

And while Kirby stole the lime-
light it was inevitable that the
star of once-famed Joey Maher
faded. It would appear that the
Drogheda player has had his
swan song as far as All-Ireland
Titles are concerned, but then
again cognisance must be taken
of the sheer determination and
undoubted skill of this now
equally famous leader of his
family band. I have written
Maher off before only to see him
bounce back and choke those of
us who had pre-determined his
grand finale,

Whither Pat McGarry of Lime-
rick! One of the neatest ambi-
dextrous players and supreme
gportsman it has been my pleas-
ure to meet he has finished the
season without that elusive title.

More is the pity for he has
deserved it long ago if only for
the sheer joy he has brought to
Handball fans up and down the
country for many years. No dis-
respect to Wexford but his mom-
ent of triumph appeared to have
arrived in the Doubles Final on
the eve of the big Kerry and
Dublin showdown. Lining out
with Michael Hogan on the right
McGarry was fighting a blazing
handball battle with Richie Lyng
and Pat Murphy.

Limerick had lost the first set
and were behind 189 in the sec-
ond when McGarry was the moti-
vator in the best comeback in
handball history. Against the
odds the Limerick players surged
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forward, tackled on the aces,
allowed Wexford go to the toss-
ing line for nought and in the
electrifying atmosphere that grip-
ped the night air, won by a soli-
tary ace,

McGarry’s luck had changed,
we thought, but it was not to be.

The effort of that rally was too
much and Wexford came back to
win decisively., McGarry’'s All-
Ireland medal was but a distant
dream.

Hard luck, Pat.

The  bearded, bespectacled
Peadar McGee from Newport in
County Mayo once again proved
his dominance at the hardball
code and won the title at the ex-
pense of Dublin’s Cecil Winders..
This was the fourth successive
occasion for MeGee to take this
title having already won it in
1965 and 1967.

And Tipperary bounced back
into the headlines by winning the
Senior Hardball Doubles Trophy.
Paddy Hickey and John Cleary
represented the county and for
the latter it was his first senior
title, having won a junior in 1961.

Kilkenny, too had a triumphant
season, winning out in all the
junior grades, a feat only
achieved on a couple of occas-
ions.

Meath’s A. McConnell and J.
Reddy made a notable contribu-
tion to Meath Handball affairs by
winning the minor hardball doub-
les for the first time ever.

It was, indeed, a most enjoy-
able  championship campaign
with the new handball image of
modern facilities and streamlined
organisation projecting itself
most foreibly,
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Make it a Gift of Life

Join the Ranks of Ireland’'s Blood Donors—

Wonderful people with a wonderful gift
to give . . . . the gift of life.

BLOOD DONORS ARE WELCOME TO PELICAN HOUSE

Monday - Tuesday 9.30 a.m.—8.30 p.m.
including Lunchtime.

Wednesday - Thursday 9.30 am.—4.30 p.m.

Friday including Lunchtime.

BLOOD TRANSFUSION SERVICE BOARD,

Pelican House, P.O. Box 97,
52 Lower Leeson Street,
Dublin 2.

Telephone 01/766981.

salutes
the victors!
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HIS has been a good year for
Cork. The statement should
arouse a combination of dishe-
lief and amusement among my
friends. And yet, I do believe it.
We won nothing in the inter-
county game and while that’s not
everything, an All-Ireland or two
is a great help by way of inspir-
ation for the youth and consol-
ation for the old. Right, so where’s
the good?

The first step in the right
direction wag when the Rockies
after destroying the Glen in a
poor county final asked the
Board for the right to nominate
the inter-county hurling selec-
tion committee and the request,
supported enthusiastically by the
Glen, was granted. The county
champions then nominated Jimmy
Brohan and Frank Murphy, the
county secretary of their own
club, followed with Denis Murphy,
the AllIreland player from the
Barrs, Denig Hurley of Sarsfields
and then called on the man him-
self, Christy Ring,

The committee, with the re-
lieved blessings of all who favour
Cork hurling, got down to talking,
and they have arranged a tour-
nament on November 8 and 9 1In
which all the county will be
divided up in four districts each
producing a team. Needless to say
any player who comes within
reaching distance of a county
jersey will be out in those
games and if, as the selection
committee says the three
matches will be taken seriously
then we can assume that the Cork
panel will be chosen well before
Christmas.

This has been

yvear for Cork

By
Eamonn
Young
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Con Roche ( C-m*k sﬁb -c:m the team that beat

Tipperary so cowvincingly in the opening game of
the National Hurling League campaigmn.

Righto! This has all been done
before. But this time there’s a
big difference and that’s why I
say that '75 has been a good year.
Kerry, whose younger teams we
have been beating have raced
through all opposition with a fire
kindled from the ashes of county
pride. Kilkenny well led, well
trained and confident that just
now there’s nobody in their class,
settled down with clinical skill,
and county vride to chalk up
another one. Cork in the mean-
time look back on twenty-one
sénior championships with a
miserable vair of wins in hurl-
ing, a record which entitles any-
one to suggest that we’'re not in
the top grade any more. It is
these facts which have spurred
hurlers to shake off the lethargy,
to look now to the future with a
bright determination, to get out
of the rut.
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So we have experienced s¢lec-
tors whom the public trust, a
Board which supports the selec-
tors, a public which asks hope-
fully for success and is prepared
to follow loyally as always and
cheer to the echo. The pane] is
the next important item and here
the first thing is to run over the
side that went down to Galway
in the semi-final.

These notes were written on my
return from the Mardyke, where
I had seen Cork hammer Tipp.
by sixteen points. The men miss-

ing from the Galway game were

Tony Maher, Pat Hegarty, Willie
Walsh, who were ngt selected on
the pane] and Teddy O’Brien and
Con Roche who were subs,
Charlie McCarthy who is i1l and
Ray Cummins who couldn’t get
off the engineering job to turn
out. Jochn Horgan, Denis Burns,
® OVERLEAF
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Eamonn O’Donoghue, who did
play were on the Galway twenty-
one. Jimmy Barry Murphy had
earlier playéd in an unders21
game for the Barrs and there
were new men John Fenton,
John <Crowley, Weesh Murphy,
Pat Moylan, and Brendan Cum.
mins. Denis Coughlan had come
back from retirement tg play
where he stood with the Glen
at centre-back and there was
Denis Allen, Dona] Collins, John
Buckley, Joe Herlihy, John Roth-
well and sub goalkeeper Frankie
Sullivan. Altogether that makes
29 players with the possibility of
picking up another one or two
in the tria] games so at Jeast
there’s no shortage of names,
Quality is another matter, how-
ever, and that’s something on
which one must await the opinion
of time, revealed in heat of
Sharp encounter.

It’s a strange thing to say, but
just now we’ve no trainer. It’s
bad enough to have to wait from
the championship knock-out,
which this year came ip August
(but Jast year in May), for 3
selection committee but what a
lack in our thinking to be with-
out a trainer in October !

There’s no need to say that
the personality, drive, and con-
fidence of a trainer has a won-
derful effect on the thinking,
aspirations and efforts of players.
I would prefer a trainer ang
coach to be selecteq on a three

year basis and in fact the same

could apply to the selectors only
then you would have to be very
sure beforehand that they were
good.

Anyhow that’s the situation in
Cork just now. We have the
selectors, the Players and the
énthusiasm., A]l that is needed
now is that everyone concerned
will put a strong shoulder to 2
sticky wheel and get us out of
the mud in heaven’s name before
we lose that jast vestige of our

superiority complex.

“Congrats,” I said to Ringey
after the Tipp. game, “Keep it
up. The whole county is behind
}"E.”

“Good,” he sald, and the bright
blue eyes bored into mine. “We
haye a long way to go and there’s
a lot of thinking to be done. That

was an easy win but — ’tis better
to win easy than lose hard.”

As I watched that neat, harg
figure stride over to where the
other selectors stood chatting,
€very line in the back, the tilt of
the head and the jut of the firm
chin meant for me only one thing

. . real] hope of success.

SCORESHEET ® FROM PAGE 13

That 1969 campaign is the only
one, other than the just conclud.
ed series, in which there was a
tie at the top since these particu-
lar records were introduced in
1955.

Keher headed the national
table outright in 1963, 1971, 1972
and 1974. He had his greatest
harvest of scores in 1972, when
he averaged 12.60 points in each
of his five games on the way to
the mnational recorq for both
codes of 63 points (6-45).

The “Big Two” of 1975 finished
comfortably ahead of their rivals.
In second place, eleven points be-
hind the leaders, is Richie Bennis
with 1-21 from three outings with
Limerick, and an average of eight
points.

Then comes Charlie MeCarthy
(Cork) with 4-9 in four ties, or
5-25 points a match.

Galway’s table is headed by
Padraig Fahy with 4-3 from three
games.

Over now to football, and
Jimmy Keaveney takes the chief
honours for the second year in
succession. He put up 1-38 (41
points) in five games at an aver.
age of 8-20 points an appearance.
His total is two points up on the
1-36 (39 points) from gix matches
that gave him a then new All
Ireland peak for football last year,

As well as setting this impres.
sive new football record, the
Dubliner, whose best match score
of the series was 1-11 against
Louth at Navan, spreadeagled the
field. He has eighteen points to
Spare over the runner-up, Michael

34 .

Kearins (Sligo), who shot 1-20
(23 points) in four outings at the
rate of 5.75 points a game,

Next comes Kerry’s goal-expert,
John Egan. In four engagements
on the way to his first All-Trelang
senior medal, the Sneem man
scored five goals and seven points,
which gives him a 22 points total
and a match haul of 5.50 points.

It was not a vintage year for
individual scorelines in major
finals, Keher’s 2-7 was the best in
the All-Ireland hurling summit,
but is still well short of his own
personal record of 2-11 in the 1971
declder, in which Kilkenny failed
to Tipperary,

Jimmy Keaveney led the way
in the football final with 0-6, but
that was down on his score of
1974, 0-9, and well behind the
Frank Stockwell record of 2-5 in
Galway’s win over Cork in 1956.

On the provincial scene, the
outstanding match was the Lein-
ster hurling final. Eddie Keher
scored 1-8, the highest total in a
final in either code in the provin-
ces, and for good measure, Ned
Buggy earned second place with
his 1-7 for Wexford.

Leading the way in football is
Willie Walsh with 2-3 for Down
in their unsuccessful Ulster show-
down with Derry at Clones

Finally, that 1-11 by Keaveney
against Louth is one of the two
top individual scores of the foot.
ball championship, At Em]y in
June, Jim Kehoe set a high stan-
dard with 4-2 for Tipperary in
their win over Limerick in the
Munster championship



Camogie

Records set-up
at Croke Park

By AGNES HOURIGAN

LL we know the answers to

the All-Ireland question
now. Wexford are the senior
Camogie champions of 1975, un-
expectedly perhaps, but most
deservedly. The junior title went
to an exceptionally well-drilled
Dublin side while the Cork
minors Wwere very convincing
winners of the youngest grade.

The surprise victory by Wex-
ford was all the more remarkable
because of the almost complete
collapse of the Cork girls in the
closing stages. It must be em-
phasised however, that Wexford’s
superiority had been very clear
long before that stage and the
outcome was never in doubt after
the Leinster side began to stretch
their lead in the second half.

So quite a number of records
were set on All-Ireland day at
Croke Park. Bridget Doyle, Kit
Codd and Gretta Quigley became
the first three sisters ever to play
together on an All-Ireland-win-
ning senior team.

For good measure, Wexford
also had another pair of sisters
on their victorious side, Dorothy
and Elsie Walsh. Cork, of course

also had a pair of sisters on the
senior side, Bernie and Marie
Costine from Cloyne.

For the second successive year
these elder Costine sisters had
the 1ll-fortune to find themselves
playing together on a beaten All-
Ireland team but earlier in the
championship a younger sister,
Kathleen had ensured the family
of a place in the Camogie record
books. Kathleen Costine starred
on the Cork team that won the
minor All-Ireland title, and so the
Costines of Cloyne become the
first Camogie family ever to have
won All-Ireland medals in all
three games. Marie, senior 1970,
71, 72, '73; Bernie, Junior 1973,
and now Kathleen, minor in 1975.

The Dublin juniors were prob-
ably one of the best trained
teams I have ever seen in a final,
In exceptional skills they seemed
to be far behind several of their
Down opponents, but they played
to their own strength, first time
striking, and excellent team-work
and on the day, Dublin’s com-
bination proved far more effic-
ient than the relatively unsup-

ported efforts of Down’s stars.

This success was a tremendous
tribute to the work of the Dublin
mentors Mrs. Timmons, vice-
chairman of the Dublin Board.
who also happens to be chairman
of the Leinster Council and Miss
Eileen Bourke, who herself won
several] All-Ireland medals with

Dublin.

Cork’s victory in the minor
game proved surely that, if some
of their great stalwarts of the
last six years are not as effective
as they used to be there are
plenty of talented young Pplayers
coming on to fill their places,

And one last word about the
players on the winning All-
Ireland sides. Wexford have now
won three senior titles, but only
two players have participated in
all three victories. They are full-
back Margaret Leacy who, then
Margaret O’'Leary from Garrydan-
je] was at centre-field in the 1968
and 1969 victories, and Bridget
Doyle who starred at centre back

in all three finals.
® TO PAGE 39
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N these days of doom and gloom
on the Irish economic front it
is refreshing to hear of an Irish
company that is not only holding
its own but is, in fact, planning
expansion. Grogan  Brothers,
founded in 1967 by John, Eamon
and Brendan Grogan, is such a
company.

Sales Director John Grogan
told me that the past year has
been their most sucessful one to
date and that prospects look very
good indeed.

Exports of Gilt Edge ties to
Great Britain in 1974 totalled
half a million pounds and they
also hold the greater share of
the iIrish market. This is not
surprising when you come to

GILT-EDGED FUT

L

By TONY KEEGAN

consider the outstanding quality
of their products. Indeed one of
the prime objectives wof the
Grogan Brothers in setting up
their business was to dintroduce
to the Irish market top class
international colours and designs
and this they have done most
successfully.

At one time ties tended to be
bought for Christmas or a birth-
day and to be worn until they
faded away. In consultation with
the silk mills the Grogan Bro-
thers set about producing ties to
compliment and enhance shirts
and suits. That this approach
paid off handsomely is to be seen
from the tremendous increase in
salés of ties over the past six
years. With a selection of 3,000

RE FOR IRISH COMPANY

different ties to choose from in
the Gilt Edge range, there 1is
something to suit everyone.

Leisure shirts, cardigans and
pullovers are also sold under the
Gilt Edge label. Designed by the
Grogans also for men and boys,
these have proved themselves
over the years to be a very good
buy indeed.

Latest to arrive on the scene
and a feature of their very suc-
cessful stand at this year’s IMEX
exhibition in the Burlington
Hotel were FARAH slacks. The
Irish public have really takem to
these top class, well styled slacks
which originate in the United
States and sales have reached a
phenomenal level.

LATEST ALBUMS
FROM EMI

ATEST news from EMI is that
they are doing a very good
export trade to Germany where
interest in traditional and folk
music is very high. The Sands
Family, The Blacksmithg and The
Dubliners are among the success-
ful albums that EMI are selling
on this market.

In the United States the Tulla
Céili Band with their album The
Claddagh Rjing are also doing
very well.

Here at home among their
latest releases is the 25th Amnni-
versary Album by the Gallow-
glass Céili Band. As the mame
suggests this album commemor-
ates the famous band, founded
twenty five years ago by Pat

McGarr, Many old favourites are
featured on this top class album,
among them The Wandering
Minstrel and The High Road to
Dublin,

Also on the Talisman label
from EMI is a re-issue of Bren-
dan O'Dowda’s The Immortal
Percy French. Featuring Philip
Green and his orchestra this al-
bum, which wag first issued in
1958, as a full priced album, has
been electronically treated fto
give a stereo affect and was only
deleted last year from EMI’s list.
Because of great demand they
have now re-isued it in budget
form and it continues to be as
popular as ever. Such old fav-
ourites as The Mountaing Of
Mourne, Phil The Fluter’s Ball

37

and Are You Right There,
Michael? are among the featured
songs,

A mew name with EMI is
Gemma Hasson who comes from
Park in Co., Derry. A folk and
traditional singer, she ‘has just
recorded her second album in
this blend and there are great
hopes for its success. Produced
by Leo O’Kelly, it has all the
hall-marks of a winner. Gemma
has appeared on T.V. and in Con-
cert with Planxty and The Chief-
tains,

Another album from EMI is
by Aileach who are four tradi-
tional musicians from Donegal.
Their first single, Lullaby, was
issued in July 1975. This was
specially written for them by
Phil Coulter. Their new album
containg a number of traditional
airs which have not been heard
before on record, Production 1S
by Donal Lunny which practically
guarantees its success.
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Bridget is of course, one of the
Kehoe family which has given so
many stars to the game. But
another Wexford player also
holds three medals, and she is
also a member of the Kehoe
family. She is Kit Codd, right
forward on the 1975 Wexford
line-out, but while still Kit Kehoe
she filled the same position on
the field for the Dublin teams
that won the All-Ireland senior
finals of 1965 and 1966.

All-Ireland day was a wonder-
ful success in all respects save
one, the attendance was again
sadly below what the games de-
served.

It was also a bit disappointing
that the Camogie finals did not,
until almost too late, get the
same splash treatment from the
newspapers that they did through
the last couple of years. That
may have been due to the fact
that the newspapers and espec-
ially the evening papers in Dub-
lin began their build-up to the
All-Treland football final much
earlier than usual and thus cut
in on the time and space avail-
able for the Camogie pre-match
write-ups.

On the other hand at least one
Dublin daily did give the finals
ag much wordage as ever, though
far fewer pictures. We had pic-
torial coverage galore of course
in the Saturday evenings and Sun-
day mornings but that was almost
entirely inspired by the wedding
of the Wexford captain.

Nobody could complain about
the coverage by the newspapers
of the Croke Park finals them-
selves, but except for a couple
of pre-match spots on radio and
the commentary on the game
itself, Montrose’s efforts were de-
plorable. They could show us
nothing at all on Sunday night
and all they showed us thus far
was on a Tuesday evening at a
time when few people could
settle down to watch.

New ground broken

NEW ground was broken at the
| Kilmacud Crokes Club’s pop-
ular annual All-Ireland seven-a-
side football tournament at Glen-
albyn Grounds, Stillorgan, Dub-
lin, on the eve of the Kerry-
Dublin football summit. - The
competition was the first” major
G.A.A. event to be sponsored by
BASS SPORTS., The sponsor-
ship of the Bass League of Ire-
land is their major sporting
involvement.

The BASS sponsorship of the
Kilmacud Crokes event was a
splendid gesture, and one that
contributed in practical terms to
the great success of a promotion
that is now firmly established as
a major highlight of the All-
Ireland week-end.

Moreover it is pleasing to be
able to report that the sponsors
intend the Kilmacud Crokes dev-
elopment to be but the first step
towards  greater 1Involvement
with the G.A.A.

John Tuite, Marketing Manager
of Beamish and Crawford Lim-
ited, brewers of BASS Ale, told
GAELIC SPORT on behalf of the
Sponsors :

“You may wonder why with
the many sponsorships with
which we are involved, we had

not until now sponsored Gaelic
football or hurling. The main
reason is that it is only in rec-
ent times that the G.A.A. have
encouraged sponsors to partici-
pate in their games.

“The other reason was that
we wanted to kick off with a
good tournament, and we had
a great one with the All-Ireland
seven-a-side football run by
Kilswacud Crokes,

“We intend that this will only
be a first step towards a greater
involvement with the G.A.A.,
which I don't need to tell you,
controls sport with the greatest
participation and support in the

country, namely Gaelic foot-
ball.”
The 1975 Kilmacud <Crokes

tournament was the largest un-
dertaken in the three years his-
tory of the competition. Thirty-
two teams competed, and many
prominent  inter-county  foot-
ballers were in action.

The final provided, in a way,
a forerunner of what was to come
in the Sam Maguire Cup battle
when a London team of Kerry
exiles, known as The Kingdom,
beat the promoting club by 5-15
to 1-2 in the final,
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R.T.E. should be taken severely
to task for this negligence, but
to come back to the attendance
problem. I repeat now what I
have said so often before here
and elsewhere. We will never
get the 10,000 crowd our Cam-
ogie finals at Croke Park deserve
until we go about organising with
that attendance figure in view.
Excursions from schools, by
clubs, by counties must be set up.
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Special terms must be negotiated
with bus and train concerns.

Above all Camogie players and
followers all over the country
must be persuaded that All-
Ireland day is their day in Croke
Park, the one day in the year that
they should come, no matter what
teamg are playing, to meet other
players and followers and sup-
porters of the game from every
county of the 32.
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® John Flanagan (Tipperary) in close pursuit of Jim Treacy (Kilkenny) as he races to clear in the 1971
All-Ireland Hurling Final. He “might have been a household word . . . had he been around a few years
earlier”, says Jim Bennett of John in the article below.

FLANAGAN STILL

AN ACE IN
TIPPERARY PACK

By |IM BENNETT

ONIE. of those men who might
have a far higher reputation,
given a slightly different date on
his birth certificate, is John
Flanagan of Moycarkey, an estab-
lished rcipperary hurler for the
best part of a decade. He might
have been a household word in
hurling circles had he been
around a few years earlier when
Tipperary hurling needed a little
bit of ‘“spit and polish” here and

there, rather than a major over-
haul job.

There were many fine Tip-
perary teams in the late ’'50s and
throughout the ’60s which must
have been able to use the sharp,
crisp and skilful attacking play
which John has so often shown.
It might have been just the extra
little touch that could have
added further to fine teams. Un-
happily for those of us who have

41

been interested in Flanagan’s
progress, he has contributed his
best to teams which «did not have
the overall stability and skill to
benefit.

Sometimes, in fact, a great
deal more has been expected of
John Flanagan than might be
reasonably sought. He simply is
not the sort of man who can
carry a team (as if anybody
could, really!) for he was coming
into the Tipperary hurling scene
at a time when no one carried
teams. There were too many good
hurlers around in the mid-’60s;
they were spread too thickly, and
every youngster, however good,
learned to hurl positions and
occasions on their merits.

John hurled as a minor for
Tipperary in 1965 and 1966—the
middle of the unsuccessful period

® TO PAGE 43
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® FROM PAGE 27

heartening to those of us who can
roll back the decades to the hap.
pily far-gone days when Gaelic
foothall in the Capital was look-
ed upon as a ‘Culchie’ game, to
now see hordes of young Dublin-
ers hosting on Croke Park under
their blue and white banners.
Their counterparts of 40 years
ago could hardly have known
where you wanted to go if you
asked them the way to Croke
Park.

And of course now that the
1975 championship is over far-
sighted mentorg will be already
conning over the lessons it taught
preparing for ’76.

Speed was the name of vic-
tory in 1975, and Mick
O’'Dwyer surely demonstra-
ted that, for really blinding
speed, youth is a prerequis-
ite,

So I will not be at all surprised
to see most counties trying out
young players in plenty through-
out the forthcoming League cam-
paign. “School them in the
League and then gharpen them
1in the championship” will be the
motto of all forward-looking
team-managers.

And, young though the current
crop of Kerry players are, don’t
be surprised to see the Kingdom
mentors continue to experiment
at least a little through the
months immediately ahead.

The Sam Maguire Cup is safely
back home amid the Reeks, and
the Kerrymen are determined
on keeping it there. But. if the
League medals should fall into
their laps for good measure, that
will be an added bonus, but the
championship, as in Kilkenny, re-
mains the prime objective,

Meanwhile down in Meath
the local footballers must be
walking about with heads
high these times. After all
few counties can boast of
having beaten the 1975 All-
Ireland champions angd the
1974 All-Ireland champions
on their way to winning a
National League f{itle.
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through which the county is still
going 1n the minor ranks iIn
which it once dominated. He was
a most promising young player,
stubby but strong, and full of
crisp, clean strokes, courageous
and dashing.

He went on from the minors to
the under-21 team, and here he
struck a luckier combination.
The 1967 Tipperary side went on
to win the county’s second Adll-
Ireland in this grade with such
players as P. J. Ryan (the cap-
tain), John Kelly, Ml Esmonde,
Tadhg O’Connor, Seamus Hogan
and Jack Ryan.

All this good form brought
him early promotion to the
senior side, where, unhappily,
the onset of the years was begin-
ning to take a toll. He wag at
centre-forward in the 1967 side
that turned out to be the first
to lose a final to Kilkenny for
donkeys’ years. When missing
the following year in which Tip-
perary lost a big half-time lead
to eventually lose the match to
Wexford, it was, indeed, the end
of the chapter of Tipperary’s
dominance.

Cork took over Munster, and
the best of players finds it hard
to make an impression when his
county is striking lean days. It
must have seemed as though he
had missed the bus entirely. But,
there was one more kick in
Tipperary when many thought
they were going into a period of

obscurity and, in 1971, Flanagan

was at corner-forward when a
few of the old stars and many
new men forged a team of deter-
mination more than brilliance to
chalk up one more to the
county’s credit.

Since then it has been a

barren sort of existence, with not
only the championship but also

the League slipping out of
Tipperary’s reach, Flanagan and
Loughnane have been expected
to do too much in attack;
defences have an easler time
when they can concentrate on a
couple of players from whom the
threat is expected.

In some of the early };Edrs
Flanagan looked as exciting a
forward as any Tipperary have
fielded, just as, in some of the
later years he has disappointed
the over-expectations of fol-
Jowers, And while he is always
considered as a forward, I per-
sonally cherish :r'etf:{:-llectll::mr of a
few commanding displays of his
as a midfielder in Tipperary
under-21 teams.

It is pleasing to note now that
1975 was one of John’s better
years in spite of Tipperary’s
Iimited success. He seemed to
have a real appetite for the
game, and carried the main
threat to gpposing defences when
playing at centre-forward. He
may have just one Alldreland
sentor medal in a county fes-
tooned with such trophies, but he
has given as much service and
carried the can as often for Tip-
perary as many a man with four
or five. Some are born Tucky, I
suppose.

Still, there is time; he is a
youngster still compared to some
of the present greats of the
game, like Keher, Henderson,
and a few other Kilkennymen.
There is no apparent dulling of
his knees; the sharp dash of
speed is still intact; and he
strikes that erisp and whippy ball
as well as ever. What a gift he
would be if Tipperary could
string together an even and
balanced side. giving the polish
and the cutting edge, and re-
lieved of the burden of too many
men’s work.
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Eamonn Young

@® FROM PAGE 7

looking sadly at it, knowing no
doubt that this was all over.

Where Ogie Moran’s football
will finish, it’s a bit early to say,
isn’t it? Enough for now to say
that, as a boy, Beale, near Bally-
bunion, claimed the energies of
the lad and he progressed in the
under-age teams there until the
days at Gormanston College
under the keen supervision of
the dedicated and thorough Joe
Lennon, who has carved for him-
self his own neat niche in the
story of Gaelic football.

Qgie is maturing with Shannon
Rangers and the short spell in
the Physical Education College
at Limerick didn’t do him any
harm before moving on to U.C.D.
and designs on a commerce
degree, Hig father, Denis, from
Caherciveen has passed away,
but his mother, Bridie, and her
seven other children, of whom
Denis is the ‘“baby”, are now
running a business in Limerick.
During the summer the Denis
Moran Cup wag presented for
football competition and 1t 1s
now a perpetual memory of the
young player’s father.

Andy Croak

@® FROM PAGE 6

had 20p to fork out at either final
this year.

* * *

RESPECTFULLY, I bring this
matter to the attention of the
G.A.A’s Communications Com-
mittee, whose responsibility it 1s,
I presume, to produce All-Ireland
programimes.

Well, think the matter over,
sentlemen. You made a mistake
this year. You would be unwise
to repeat it, unless you are deter-.
mined to DISPLEASE all the
people all the time.

IN SPITE OF a season of big
crowds at many venues, 1 don’t
think the G.A.A. can afford to
adopt that attitude.
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EREN’T the All-Ireland dis-
plays of Kerry and Kilkenny
magnificent? And the displays of
their minors too were great. And
leave it there to John Moloney,
the referee of the football final.
His contribution was lmmense.
He is the best referee I have seen
to date. Now that’s a big state-
ment but I'll stand over it. Con-
grats too, to Dublin, Galway and
the minors Cork and Tyrone.
There is nothing in Irish sport to
compare with an All-Ireland oc-
casion. They have a tremendous
festiva] atmosphere mow. This is
Ireland for real. Long may they
live,

CUT-OUT

Our Cut-out this time is Dub-
lin sharpshooter Jimmy Keaveney.
He may have been shut out of 1t
by John O’Keeffe in the final, but
so were Mickey Kearins and Ray
Cummins before him. Jimmy’s
contribution to the return to the
top of the Dublin team is im-
mense, He is the leader, the
BRAINS, the man around whom
the whole attack revolves. Some
of his touches and flicks remind
me of Sean Purcell and that is
PRAISE. I hope Jimmy continues
to grace our G.A.A. fields. Be-
hind the scenes Jimmy 1s @ great
club worker with St. Vincent’s
and a very popular G.A.A. man
generally.

COMPETITION

My heartiest thanks to Muiris
de Prionnbhiol and his G.AA.
Shop for sponsoring our Septem-
ber competition s0 generously.
Remember the competition where
entrants had to give 3 reasons
Wh}’ thE}T thﬂught A

IRISH YOUTH SHOULD PLAY
GAELIC GAMES and were asked
to write a slogan with an addi-
tional prize for any winning entry
tré Gaeilge.

THE WINNERS

1. A Shoulder Bag and Youth
Badge to Seosamh Mac Thomais,
Tromaire, Moin Ratha, Portlaoise,
Co. Laois.

9. Lady’s Shoulder Bag to
Deirdre Nic Gear2ilt (age 15), 20
Rock Barton Park, Bothar na
Tra, Gaillimh.

3. Shoulder Bag to Paddy
White, Freshford, Co, Kilkenny.

4. Lady’s Shoulder Bag to Cait
Treacy, Kileross, Inistioge, Co.
Kilkenny (age 195).

5. Shoulder Bag and Youth
Badge to Eamonn Mac Niocaill,
Trosca Thiar, Bearna, Co. na
Gaillimhe (aois 13).

6. Dublin Pennant (football) to
Séamus Woulfe (13), 11 Foxfield
Ave., Raheny, Dublin 5.

7 Kilkenny Hurling Pennant
to Lily Treacy, Tynford, Inis-
tioge, Co. Kilkenny.

8 Limerick Hurling Pennant
to Denis Kirby, Brickfield, Kil-
mallock, Co. Limerick (age 11).

9. Clare Hurling Pennant to

Mary O’Grady, Ballyconnoe
North, Lisdoonvarna, Co. Clare
(aged 16).

10. Waterford Hurling Pennant
to Gerard Dowling, 5 Upper
Johnstown, Waterford,

Well, these are the results and
congrats are extended to all.
Thanks again, Muiris, for your
continued interest in Junlor
Desk.
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CO. FINAL PROGRAMMES
I am looking forwarg to the

G.A.A’'s Communications Com-
mittee’s Press Awards. There 1s
to be an award for the best
County final programme Pro-
duced. The best I have seen 1o
date have been the Westmeath
S.F and Clare S.H. County final
programmes. They are a credit
to their respective counties and
I hope they share the award. The
Mailbag is so big I must finish
now So I'Il hold over a review
until next month.

T RENTY RUATH RARNR RANAS NANUE RRAIE M0 CRRRTR TRARY REAAN NEUAR NRUNS RRAAR RORAN RON

MAILBAG
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“Gaelic Fan”, Coventry (name
and address enclosed). “I was
genuinely sorry to see Galway
lose to Kilkenny, but they will be
back.”

@® We are all hoping they stay
at the top now. Last year was d
dream vear. Next year may be even

better. (J.M.)

Dan Wall, Coolbay, Cloyne, Co.
Cork. “This is my first time writ-
ing to you Jack. I support my
local team Russell Rovers. T have
a brother and two cousins play-
ing on the team. The Dbest
players on the team are Dicky
Fitzgerald and D. J. Scanlan,
Dicky is another Pat Delaney. I
train with them and pick up a
lot of tips.

@ A fine letter Dan and fdilte to
our club. Keep writing and frain-
ing with Russell Rovers. (J.M.)

Tom Moore, Walshtownmore,

® OVERLEAF



® FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

Midleton, Co. Cork—*“T was thril-
led when Kerry won. My fav-
ourites are John O’Keeffe, Mich-
ael Sheehy and John Egan. 1
would like more Quizg and Cut-
out of Gerald McCarthy.,

® On my way from Castiebar to
Galway during the Summer I gave
a lift to iwo girl hitchhikers from
Midleton. They knew you well.
Tom is one of our most staunch
readers, (J.M.)

Séamus Woulfe, 11 Foxfield
Ave., Raheny, Dublin 5—“Even
though Galway lost I thought the
hurling final a marvellous occas-
ion. 1In fact it was a marvellous
G.A.A. Summer. T remember
the wonderful hurling of the two
Limerick v Tipperary games with
one movement involving Eamonp
Cregan being quite excellent. I
hope Eamonn gets another All
Star. I believe too that the semi.
penalty is ruining the game of
hurling, especially when fellow
forwards race in alongside the
taker ag he takes the free. Keep
up the competitions but please
Tommy McQuaid give us one
more page. Finally I'm in fav-
our of the Open Draw and I want
a G.A.A. Shop in all the major

towns. Also why did not R.T.E.
repeat their pre-final G.AA.
shows ?

@® As usual Seamus poses prob-
lems but he writes g great letter
doesn't he. Yes it was a great Sum-
mer every way and we do need four
pages with more photos. (J.M.)

Patrick Byrne, Spynans, Kil-
tegan, Co. Wicklow — I cannot
understand Kevin Heffernan and
a few journalists saying Dublin
were off-form. The truth is
Kerry didn’t allow them to be on-
form.”

@® 1 depends on the way yvou look
at it Patrick! (J.M.)

John Fallon, Clybawn, Knock-
nacarra, Galway, wants a Cut-out
of Galway’s Frank Burke.

Paul Maher, Clashagad, Dun-
Dunkerrin, Birr, C(o. Offaly—
“Moneygall won the North Tip-
perary Championship for the first

JUNIOR DESK

time this year. Pat Sheedy is
the captain and is my next door
neighbour. He brought the Cup
fo Dunkerrin Schoo] on Monday
morning and we all got a drink
of orange and a bag of Crisps.
We had the Cuv in our house on
Monday night. We had bonfires
and there was great joy in the
area. Daddy took us all tg the
match. Séamus O Riain had four
sons and two nephews on the
team. I hope we win the county
final now.”

@ Thal's a great letter Paul. I'm

sure youw'll never forget the day ye
won the Cup. (I.M.)

John Sweeney, Clooncolliga,
Moylough, Co. Galway, thinks
GAELIC SPORT is a great book
but would like to have some of
the top stars give tips on how
they got to the top.

® A good suggestion John. (J.M,)

Mary Keoghan, Dowrath, Bally-
callan, Kilkenny (aged 11), was
late with her entry for the com-
petition but I will give her
slogan—“The G.A.A. is always
the best for Sport”.

Brendan Ryan, 1773 Piirc
Muire, Newbridge, Co, Kildare,
writes his first letter to Junior
Desk. He is a programme collec.
tor and his oldest goes back to
the 1955 football final between
Kerry and Dublin which Kerry
won by 0-12 to 1-6.

@ Programme collecting is q
greal hobby. I collect programmes
myself. In fact between scrap-
books, G.A.A. books and pro-
grammes I'm inclined to cluiter up
the house! (1.M.)

John Healy, Newtown, Killaloe,
Co. Clare, has never written to
Junior Desk before until he en-
tereqd for the September competi.
tion. He likes GAELIC SPORT.

G.A.A, Fan, Co. Tyrone (name
and address enclosed), wants de-
tails of the G.A.A. magazine
“Fios” and wants past issues of it.

@® Write to Sean Uasal O Laoire.
C.L.C.G., Pdirc an Chrocaich, Ath
Cliath 3, for information.

Denis Kirby, Brickfield, Kil-
mallock, Co, Limerick (aged 11)
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thinks the G.A.A. shop in. Croke
Park is great.

® Congrats to Muiris de Prionn-
bhiol and his G.A.A. Shop staff for
opening another shop under the
Cusack Stand for the finals. (J.M.)

“Gaelic Sport Fan”, Hopes-
town, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath,
enjoys Junior Desk despite the
fact that he is long past his young
days.

® Aren’t we all young at heart ?
(J.M.)

W. F. Carberry, 54 Poleberry,
Waterford, who has returned with
his family from London to live
in Watertorq is still a great Jun-
1or Desk Fan and is very happy
to be back home. He is delighted
to be able to go to so many
G.A.A. games.

@ Fdilte romhat abhaile. (J.M.)

Michael McGrath, Ox-park,
Cloughjordan, Co. Tipperary, “My
club Kilruane reached the Tip-
perary S.H. and S.F. finals. I
hope Galway hurlers will be back
and I think there should be a
G.A.A. shop in every large town”,

John Keane, St. Colman’s Col-
lege, Fermoy, Co, Cork, thought
Kilkenny seniors and minors
were great in the finals. He has
great regard for Galway hurlers
Niall MecInerney, Iggy Clarke,
John Connolly and P. J. Qualter
and thinks one of them deserves
a Cut-out.

@ [ think so too.
Iggy Clarke ? (J.M.)

Terry  Doyle, Ballymorris,
Aughrim, Arklow, Co. Wicklow,
wants a ‘Cut-out of Liam O’Brien
or Sean Silke,

Gerry Pender (same address)
pays tribute to Dublin’s Alan
Larkin for his great league dis-
plays last year.

@ Alan isn't finished yet! (J.M.)

Alice (’Brien, Laganore,
Powerstown, Clonmel, Co. Tip-
perary, loves Junior Desk and
says her Daddy has every issue
of GAELIC SPORT since it was
first published.

® Thar's a fair bundle,
(J.M.)

Liam Bourke, Kilderry, Mea-

How agbout

Alice.
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nus, Fedamore, Co., Limerick,
thinks Pat Hartigan will get an-
other All-Star and thinks Frank
Burke’s goal against Cork the
nest he has ever seen. He loves
Junior Desk,

@ Pat Hartigan is a greal and
sporting hurler and deserves every
honour he gets. Yes, Frank Burke's
goal was a sizzler. (J.M.)

Christopher Hannon, 1879 Kill,
West Naas, Co. Kildare, was dis-
gusted to find he bought a dud or
bogus programme at the Lein-
ster final. He has a great regard
for Anton O’Toole, John Con-
nolly and Eddie Keher.

@ Always check your programme
to see if it is official. (J.M.)

John Colclough, Ballygibbon,
Rathnure, Enniscorthy, Co, Wex-
ford, thought Galway's hurling
win over Cork a real tonic for the
game of hurling,

Paul Kavanagh, (aged 10),
Main St., Urlingford, Co. Kil-
kenny, wants a Cut-out of Kieran
Purcell or Fan Larkin and wants
more G.A.A. on R.T.E.

Tommy Maher (same address),
thought Tom Morrison’s book
“Cork’s Glorious Years” was just
great and hope he writes more.

@ 7Tom deserves every credit.
(J.M.)
Gerald Dowling, 5 Upper

Johnstown, Waterford, is deligh-
ted to see so many new readers
of Junior Desk. He wants a
Question Box and thinks it 1s a
great pity to see Tommy Joe Gil-
more emigrate to the U.S.A.

® [ agree. Tommy Joe is d
oreat loss to the G.A.A. scene here
at home. It reminds me of the
time Dr. Padhraic Carney left for
America in the height of his career.
(J.M.)

Sean Rourke, Drumany, Fox-
field P.0., Carrick-on-Shannon,
Co. Leitrim, thinks Galway hur-
lers will be back again next year
D.V.

Ger Fitzpatrick, 4 Greens-
bridge, Kilkenny, thin-]{s Kil-
kenny will make it J3-1n-a-row.

Here I include a section of
2 letter from South Kerry Gael
(name and address enclosed).

This man has been a regular
reader of mine since the days of
the “Gaelic Weekly”. In his let-
ter he pays tribute to Kerry as
follows :

“Wasn’t the footbal]l All-Ireland
marvellous. The best and most
co-ordinated display of Gaelic
football I have seen since Down
of '60 ang '61. I was present in
the dressing-room and from the
moment the Kerry minors sang in
full-throated unison “The Rose of
Tralee” before going on the field
until Mick Dwyer, hammering a
mineral bottle off the table as
he roused the seniors, one felt
that the spirit engendered would
have swept any opposition to ob-
livion—even those “Super Dubs”.
Never have I felt prouder of the
old Kingdom. As you know well,
Jack, in this county of ours foot-
ball i a way of life—it courses
madly through our veins and
while it is undoubtedly a form of
lunacy, I daresay, in some strange
way too, it helps to Preserve our
sanity.”

@® What a wonderful tribute from
a Kerryman fo his own county.
Truly the inside story. Reminds me
of what Mickey Sullivan said in a
press interview with Paddy Purcell
before the final. How it was a
dream come true to play in the
green and gold of Kerry. No won-
der Kerry win so many All-Irelands.
They are prepared to work hard to
gel there. (I.M.)

Joseph Woods, Cloneyogan,
Lahinch, Co. Clare is 18 years old
and has won 20 prizes in Junior
Desk since we began 5 years ago.
Joseph looks forward to the pro-
vincial final programmes, and
hopes U.C.D. will be allowed to
play the Dublin S.F.C. final.

@ [ hope you all write for the
programmes mentioned earlier and
like Joseph I hope, too, that U.C.D.
get a chance to defend all their
titles. As one who stood behind
them in Congress in another issue,
I'd back them again here. (I.M.)

Séamus Woulfe, 11, Foxfield
Ave., Raheny, Dublin 5 thinks
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Gaelic Sport improves all the
time. He makes this sensible
suggestion:

“l read your comment about
what a pity some Junior Desk
reader(s) would not be at Con-
gsress to further our cause with
interest. Then I got an idea
(which may not be feasible).

Wouldn’t it be great if Junior
Desk, ag the voice of the G.A.A’s
youth, had 3 or even 4 repre-
sentatives at the G.A.A’s National
Youth Congress every year?
Perhaps the Youth Conference 1s
supposed to be limited to the
clubs, but the G.A.A. could
acknowledge the work of Junior
Desk by agreeing to let a few
members represent it at the
conference. Junior Desk could
have a pol] to elect 3 or 4 mem-
hers to reoresent it. It would be
marvellous to be represented.
Perhaps you could use your in-
fluence, Jack!”

@® /s an idea, Séamus. Still, /
think that it would be undemocratic.
Better to go through in the normal
way at club level. So all Junior
Desk fans should get involved with
their own clubs and seek this kind
of representation. (J.M.)

Séamus’s two younger brothers,
Brendan (10) and Dermot (9)
also wrote. Dermot saw the epic
game in Thurles between Limer-
ick and Tipperary. Brendan
thought Dublin would retain the
All-Ireland.

Ang that’s it this month. Write
about anything vou like to me at:

Junior Desk,

Gaeli¢c Sport,
80 Upper Drumcondra Rd.,

Dllbl-inl 9.

Don’t forget to write.
great year. 'Bye.
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LOOKING FOR THE MORNING
GEMMA HASSON Leaf 7008
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Send for a free Catalogue of our Complete Range
of Irish Produced Records.

23 LOWER DOMINICK STREET
DUBLIN 1. Telephone 746108

Get more out of your trucks
with a
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ol In sizes from 1 to 60 tons,

- PM cranes will save you
money—Ilabour-saving,

¥ 1.8 | time-saving, greater
.’-' flexibility. A huge range of
lifting devices is available.

Here’s a Bedford tipper fitted with a PM 6000A crane
and an orange-peel grab for easy speedy loading.
S LIMITED

INDUSTRIAL DIVISION
Swords Road, Santry, Dublin 9. Phone 379933
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Jimmy
2 Keaveney
kN  Dublin

Age: 30
Height: 6 ft.

Weight:
13 st. 8 1b.

Club:
St. Vincent’s

Position:
Full Forward

Senior Inter-
County Debut:
1964

CAREER
HIGHLIGHTS

Jimmy stepped up
to the senior 1nter-
county grade in
1964, and the
following year he
won a Leilnster
senior medal. After
two years out of the
top grade, he
returned against
Louth in last year’s
championship, and
since then has
added two further
Leinster medals, a
coveted All-Ireland
senior souvenir, and
a Carrolls All-Stars
award to his collec-
tion.

One of the game’s
greatest ever free-
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