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Cork’s
Con Roche
beats Tony
Doran (Wexford) for
possession in this
70 All-Ireland
hurling final
flashback.
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HILE it is to be regretied
| that Congress did not sup-
port all of the recommendations
of the Rules Revision Commit-
tee, the fact that the deléegates
at Sligo did clear the way for
a number of experiments in com-
petitive match play over the
next twelve months is a welcome
and progressive break-through
This move displays something of
the imaginative effort that is now
needed more than ever if the
games are to develop further.

Arguments for and against the
proposals are irrelevant at this
juncture. What is 1mportant
now 1s that players, officials and
supporters submerge their own
feelings and views as to the
merits or otherwise of the rule
changes in favour of a genuine
willingness to ensure that the
experiments receive a falr and
searching frial.

In particular, theére is a need
to guard against the danger of
adopting entrenched attitudes on
the evidence of only a few
games in the early days of the
experimental rules.

Players must have time to
adjust to the changes. That’s
why a cool, unbiased look over a
full season’s programme 1S just
what is needed so that everyone
is in a truly genuine position to
judge the real value of the pro-
posals.

The wisdom of field experl-
ments in competitive match-play
cannot be doubted. Apart from
the fact that they put specific

EDITORIAL COMMENT

A WELCOME BREAKTHROUGH

proposals to the only worthwhile
and reliable test, experiments
help to create the climate for
new thinking and new ideas on
the development of the games
and of their techniques.

That’s why 1t is a pity that
Congress 74 did not come out
solidly in favour of all the
recommendations. Such a move
would have helped greatly to
clear the air once and for all
with regard to some burning and
important issues. This would
have been especially beneficial
because the time for action is
now running out fast,

But at least the delegates have
ensured that over the coming
twelve months the skills of foot-
ball and hurling will be discus-
sed as never before. This is all
to the good, as the mnational
games—ijust like other sports—
need to evolve and change.

The Sligo meeting has opened
a door. For once in a rare while
the conservative approach to
change in the playing rules,
which has for so long been a
feature of the Association’s
policy, has given way to a more
liberal line.

So, with the lessons that will
be learned in the months ahead,
the right atmosphere may now
be created to ensure that by the
time next Easter comes around,
Congress will take the steps
necessary to ensure that hurling
and football stride out firmly
during the second half of the
present decade.

COVER PHOTO:
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N our front cover this month we feature two of the Sligo football team,
Barnes Murphy and P. J. Brennan, who have been going great guns in

the current national football league campaign. Both our cover men and
their Sligo celleagues, by their persistent displays, deserve to bring home
to their native county a major title in the not too distant future. We wish

them well,
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JOHN HORGAN

IN HURLING

LTHOUGH tris is only our second Top Ten feature of the year,
the indications already are that competition is going to prove
extra keen for the outstanding awards of 1974. Only two of the
twenty players rated last month have collected points in the mean-
time—Sean Moyles (Dublin) and Frank McGuigan (Tyrone)—and
they have not advanced too far ahead of the field.

Moyles was one of three Dub-
lin hurlers in the leading posi-
tion last month on eight points.
His good work in defence for
Dublin in their gallant bid
against Cork 1n the National
League semifinal last month
puts him in front over-all with a
total of fourteen points.

McGuigan may not have left
an outstanding imprint on the
League semi-final with Kerry,
but his sparkling football in San
Francisco in the final weeks of
March earned for him the
Player-of-the-Series award, and
brings five points to compliment
his April haul of seven.

Sharing top billing for May are
John Horgan and  Michael
Sheehy.

The Cork captain turned on a
great show against Dublin in the
Hurling League semi-final, and 1t
was his dependable and progres-
sive left full back play more than
anything else that piloted the
Leesiders through.

Sheehy matched the high
gquality of Horgan’s play on his

appearance against Tyrone.
Clever both on and off the ball,
sharp in his shooting—he hit 2-6
_the young Tralee footballer
further underlined with that top-

class display that he is a very

exciting prospect.

A close runner-up to this pair
is Derry Crowley, who produced
a splendid hour’s defensive play
in Kerry’s win over Tyrone.

John Cooney (Offaly) and Mar-
tin Quigley (Wexford) were two
of the key figures in Leinster’s
double in the Railway Cup last
month, while Monaghan, for once
in a rare while, earn a place
through the good work of Eam-

.'.'

I. Con Roche Francis
(Cork) Loughnane
(Tipperary)

NN K

onn Tavey at centre half back in
the Dr. McKenna Cup.

HURLING

9 J. Horgan (Cork) ............ 9
8 C. Roche (Cork) ............ 8
8 F. Cummins (Kilkenny)... 8
7 P. Cunningham (Dublin) 7
7 P. Quigley (Dublin) ...... 7
7 M. Quigley (Wexford) ... 7
7 C. McCarthy (Cork) ...... 7
6 S. Moyles (Dublin) ......... 14
6 E. Keher (Kilkénny) ...... 6
6 F. Loughnane (Tipperary) 6
FOOTBALL
g M. Sheehy (Kerry) ......... 9
8 D. Crowley (Kerry) ...... 8
7 J. Cooney (Offaly) ......... ;i
6 B. Millar (Laois) ............ 5
6 W. Bryan (Offaly) ......... 6
6 E. Tavey (Monaghan) ...... 6
5 F. McGuigan (Tyrone) ... 12
5 P. Mulgrew (Tyrone) ...... 5
5 F. Dolan (Cavan) ......... 5
5 P. Hetherington (Tyrone) o




THE LEINSTER CHAMPIONSHIP

LONG time {follower of

Gaelic games said to me
recently “in close on 50 years of
watching and playing football, I
cannot recall a Leinster cham-
pionship with a more open look
about it.*”

One feels there are many in
the province who would share the
“oldtimer’s” views in this respect.
Leinster boasts no outstanding
team this year, and if Offaly may
enter the competition as slight
favourites, it’s on the cards that
a bundle of surprises will be pro-
duced before the All-Ireland
semi-finals finalists are known.

We zsked some of the Leinster
football personalities for their
opinions on who will rule the
province this summer :

HUGH CAMPICN (Kildare) :

Unqguestionably it’s a very open
affair with any one of half a
dozen teams 1n with a real
chance.

Still in the final analysis 1T ex-
pect counties such as Offaly,
Meath and Kildare to be the ones
that really matter. Offaly have
had their fill of success and
might be just a bit complacent.
Meath crave to regain the smell
of wvietory last sampled some
years back, while Kildare are
still burning with a huge hunger
to reach the top.

It should make for some inter-
esting football.

ALO KELLY (Offaly) :

Laoils is the team I fear most.
I was very impressed with their
performance in last year’s cham-
pionship and feel they have a
useful side.

Kildare, Meath and Dublin are
others with the right credentials,
and of course I'm not forgetting
Oftaly.

TONY GILLIGAN (Westmeath):

Offaly must still rank as hot
favourites. Granted they faded
badly in the League, but the

SURPRISES
IN STORE?

By JOHN O'SHEA of the Evening Press

Offaly players on the Railway
Cup side appeared to have re-
gained the interest.

Even though they may not be
quite as formidable as in previous
years, I reckon it will take a
strong side to down Offaly.

If they are Dbeaten, then
Dublin, Kildare or Westmeath
could be the ones to do it. One
can never discount Dublin, par-
ticularly now since they did so
well in the League. It would be
foolish for any team to take the
Metropolitans lightly because of
their status as a Division 2 out-
fit. With Kevin Heffernan behind
them, they could prove a match
for anyone.

Kildare are capable of win-
ning out, and if we can take care
of Meath, Westmeath might cause
a ripple or two of surprise.
GEORGE NICHOLLS (Wicklow):

There’s nothing very exciting
in Leinster this season. Offaly
have undoubtedly gone back, but
1 can’t see any obvious succes-
sors. Quite frankly, I believe it’s
as open as it possibly could be.

MARTIN QUIGLEY (Wexford):

An Offaly team which doesn’t
look as strong as the sides which
took the All-Irelands 1n recent
vears, will, I feel, again prove
top dogs in Leinster.
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© Par Mangan (Kildare)

It’s a matter simply that the
opposition is not there for them.
If there wag any really promis-
ing side in the province, I think
Offaly could be taken, but this is
not the case. Dublin or Louth
could make me eat my words, but
it's a “weak” Offaly for me.

DONAL HICKEY (Dublin) ;

I must side with Offaly., Now
that they have failed to make a
mark in the League they have
had time to prepare for the
championships. And they are still
a more than useful side.

Naturally I would hope that
Dublin will make a show and one
is reasonably confident in this
direction. Kildare and Meath are
the other two with definite pros-
pects. However I don’t anticipate
any huge surprises and I woyld
expect the Leinster kingpins will
emerge from that quartet,

PAT MANGAN (Kildare) :

It’s between four teams —
Offaly, Dublin, Laois and Kildare.
Offaly will be the team to beat,
but any of the others could put
one over on them.

It’s the type of championship
which should generate a good
deal of interest, because of its
open nature.

@ TO PAGE 10




Essential reading

for every

lover of hurling

SOMETIM:ES we like to waffle
gaily about the ancient game
of hurling—its length of history
and some of the romantic tales
which have encrusted its oral
tradition. Loosely, however, and
with little attention to the strict
canons of history. Therefore, it
should do us nothing but good
to discipline ourselves for a
change to the rules of research
and interpretation of historical
sources.

An excellent and opportune
work on the history of hurling—
or more correctly, the stick-and-
pall games, in general—arrived
recently in our hands. It is en-
titled : “Caman—2,000 years of
Hurling in Ireland” by Art O
Maolfabhail, and sets about the
subject in the most exhaustive
manner we have yet seén.

Indeed, publication of the
fruits of research into the his-
torical background of the game
of hurling has been very skimpy.
Bits and pieces in a hundred
places, references in a thousand,
but few efforts at a collection and
interpretation as a subject in its
own right. We recall reading
Carbery’s introductory portion to
his History of Hurling published
in the 1940s; an excellent brief
run over the course of oral tradi-
tion and historical fact. A monu-
ment in its time, when G.A.A.
literature was almost beyond the
boldest expectation.

Now, however, with the burst
ing forth of many kinds of regu-
lar and occasional publications
on G.A.A. matters—to an extent,
indeed, that would not have bheen
dreamt of some years ago—it 1s
appropriate that a serious and

considerable work on the history
of hurling and some of its social
and political role should appear.

Art O Maolfabhail has Pro-
duced a very presentable book,
excellently printed by Dundalgan
Press, in which he ranges through
the sources in the Ilast 2,000
years giving a comprehensive
picture of the references to hurl-
ing, filling in the picture with a
critical and readable commen-
tary, and including an appendix
of selected sources 1n some
detail There are some excellent
illustrations ranging from a
panel of the fifth century B.C.
from the Athenian gymmnasium
depicting players about to begin
a game which must have re-
sembled hurling to a greater or
lesser degree, to old camain 1in
the National Museum.

A review of evidence of stick-

and-ball games in a general world

context fills the backcloth to en-
able the author to zero in on the
Irish version of the phenomenon
__the particular manner of play-
ing with stick and ball which
marked the Irish nature and
genius as opposed to all others.
Dealing in deduction and filling
gaps by the probable, the origins
of hurling in general have been
pushed back into prehistoric
Europe—attributing Irish hurling
back to peoples who inhabited
western Europe before the ar-
rival of the Celts, This, of course,
is further than the most extra-

vagant claims have hitherto
ventured.
Archaeological and literary

sources are documented age by
age—from a 3rd century clay
mould from Kettering in North-
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| BOOK REVIEW
By |
Seamus O Braonain

amptonshire, through Leabhar na
hUidhre, written in the 11th
century, legal and governmental
pronouncements, Irish writers
and poets, English language
writings of travellers and social
historians, to more modern times
of newspapers, diaries, statistical
surveys, and the collected work
of the Folklore Commission,

The approach of the author is
helpful to non-historians like
myself, and those of a less
academic leaning. He helpfully
fills in detail of what the source
is, what its significance is, when
written or found, where and by
whom, and so on. So we are not
merely treated to a “take it or
leave it” hodge-podge of refer-
ences and learned inneundo.
Further, there is comment and
explanation of where the author
sees each item as fitting into the
story of hurling’s development,
while al] the time the framework
of history’s passing parade 18
kept nicely playing in the back-
ground.

No doubt at all about the fact
that this book contributes vastly
to any consideration of the game
by its very wealth of research
and documentation alone. If for
nothing else it is a text-book
which ought to be on the shelves
of serious students of the game:
certainly every club library
should have a cOpy.

Particularly handy and factual
are the sections dealt with under
Characteristics of the Game : the
Caman itself; the ball; types and
principles of play; teams; refer-
ences; distinguishing marks of

@® TO PAGE 41
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SEAMUS ‘FITZ’

A Profile by EAMONN YOUNG

TZGERALD is a darling feotballer”, I said as from the Croke
Park seat I watched the dark-haired Kerry corner back swerve
past his man, leather held firmly at his stomach, hop the ball on the
firm sod, accelerate with a twinkling of feet and drive a fast one

over fifty yards down the wing.

“He isn’t bad”, said the man
beside me with the Kerry accent.
“But I don’t know if he has the
power”. The speaker obviously
wasn’t short there, for the round-
ed shoulder and deep chest gave
ample evidence. It was later I was
told that he was the Brusier Fitz-
gerald, father to the man we dis-
cussed. I like fathers who don’t
rave about their sons.

Minor in 63 the lad from Gael-
tacht Chiarrai took over from the
injured John Culloty in the goal
for the Kingdom in ’64. That
makes him 29 this year and just
now he’s playing better than ever.

I remember the day this very
clean playver had a spot of real
bad luck. It was in Killarney in
66 when Kerry had only a very
fair team and Cork were supposed
to be worse. As things happened
Seamus Fitz, got caught up with
another very sporting player, this
tim= in a red jersey, a chap
named Eamonn Ryan and Fitz-
gerald was sent to the line. Need-
less to say I was delighted. That
comes under the heading of
sportsmanship. Anyway Cork won
but were beaten in the semi-final.

After his vyears in Dingle
Seamus Fitz. went to St. Mary’s
Galway whence he entered the
Forestry service and worked in
Wicklow. Then he transferred to
Roinn na Gaeltachta for which
he worked in Galway and in
Gweedore, Donegal. In '72 he
travelleq regularly the length of

tha country to play with the
Kingdom but between that
travelling and a back injury he
wasn’t in the very best of form.
Now settled down and married

in Traili, still with Roinn na
Gaeltachta, he has started an-

other phase of a versatile career
this time at full forward where
he has played several games 1n
the Green and Gold.

But he was always versatile,
and fair-haired Paddy O’Sullivan
of Lispole who stands at centre-
back for his team tells me that
over the years you would néever
know just in what position the
trim five foot-niner from Baile
an Fheiriteirig would stand.
Padraig tells me that one thing
you can be sure of: Fitzgerald
will move away from you just at
the right or the wrong moment
according to your point of view,
for his anticipation 1s just a
shade faster than the average.

Leadership is a priceless gift
given to some players. Some-
times the great players do not
have it and are content to do
their work without ever igniting
that spmark that sets a team on
fire. Others have that burning
enthusiasm and confidence 1in
themselves which enables them
to stand out as leaders just when
they are needed. A keen follower
on the Gaeltacht football team

told me how he thrilled to the

spirited speech given before the
cames two years ago when Gael-
tacht Chiarrai went out flylng to

9

win Craobh Cheannais na Gael-
tachta. The words that set the
electric charge running through
the nerve systems of the Kerry-
men was given by Seamus Fitz-
gerald, I wonder was the Bruiser
wrong about that lack of power.

Now he stands at full forward
for the Kingdom, following to
some extent in the footsteps of
his illustrious predecessor John
Culloty who won an All-Ireland
at corner forward in 55 before
dropping back to win more of
them between the sticks. Seamus
Fitz’s progress has been the re-
verse.

How good is he at full for-
ward? Not as big as most of them
he moves well, has a smart head
and brings others into the play.
Kerry’s new men Mick Sheehy,
Pat Spillane of the Physical
Education College in Limerick,
who is a nephew of Jackie Lyne,
Jack Walsh, Sean Egan, Mick
O’Sullivan and the rest will pro-
bably respond to the intelligent
activities of Seamug Fitzgerald
and I am looking forward to the
League Final, when I expect this
“new look” Kerry outfit to really
make an 1mpact.

Of one thing we can be sure
the Gaeltacht man will be very
lively and fit, ready to set the
ball rolling for another Kingdom
onslaught on all comers. They
may take the League title; they
may not. In fact if they are
beaten by the men from Connacht
— and who will wish the Wes-
terners any bad luek? — Kerry
may come out even more formid-
able in the Munster championship
and if they get over Limerick or
Waterford, will be down in Kil-
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@® FROM PAGE 9

larney one day in July playing
hospitable hosts to a bunch of
Corkmen (maybe) who will be
quite happy to set the seal on
their ’73 Alldreland by another
eighty-minute football lesson for
the mighty Kingdom,

I can see men like Doney
O’'Sullivan, John O’Keeffe and
the nimble-footed man from the
West Kerry suggesting in very
virile and sporting fashica be-
fore the day i1s over, that they
haven’t anything to learn from
the Corkmen. It will be a day to
remember. Meanwhile let’s csee
how they all get along.

SURPRISES
IN STORE

& FROM PAGE 6
JIM O'BRIEN (Carlow) :

The gap separating Offaly and
the pack is still there. If they
have slipped, I still feel, they will
carry too many big gunsg for all
opposition in Leinster.

If an outsider is to surprise the
field, I look to Louth. They seem
to be building up a nice team
and it may be their turn this vear
to upset the odds. Meath too can-
not be dismissed.

JOHN DOWLING (Offaly) :

I'm glad to say I can’t see any
further than Offaly. I'm con-
vinced we retain the gability to
add to our honours this season.

Admittedly there are some use-
ful sides around such as Kildare,
Meath and Dublin, but I’'m satis-
fied that we have what 1t takes
to at least get out of Leinster.

The enthusiasm is returning, of
that I have no dioubt. The lads
have had their rest, and are now
eagerly looking forward to fresh
triumphs. Make no mistake we
are far from being a spent force.

It’s also encouraging to know
that we have a number of fine
young players coming along.



PAT KIRBY

Y time in sports journalism
has left me with a host of
magic moments to remember.
Among them I count the thrill of
seeing the first football cham-
pionships of Down and Oftaly and
the 21st for Kerry, the excitement
of observing so many hurling
achievements of Tipperary, Cork,
Kilkenny, Wexford and—latterly
— Limerick and I was fortunate
enough to report the unforget-
table four-minute mile at Santry
Stadium on the historic night In
1958.

Yet despite all that hags gone
hefore—and no matter what is
stil] to come—one week of March
1974 must forever stand out as
one of the most stirring periods
in 24 vears of professionally
watching sport. That’s the memor-
able week I spent in Knoxville,
Tennessze, covering the partici-
pation of Jeey Maher and Pat
Kirby in the TUnited States
-Ratinn-al Handball championships.

The shock of arriving at
McGhee Tyson Airport in 38
degrees of biting cold, the dis-

A memorable
week with

Irish aces
in Knoxville

By MICK DUNNE of RTE Sport

cordantly unfamiliar “y’all’ drawl
of the Deep Southern accents and
the sight of snow on the morn-
ing of St. Patrick’s Day weren’t
comforting auguries. But before
jetting away from McGhee Tyson
in 70 degrees of sunshine for
Atlanta and Dallas on the way to
San Francisco seven days later,
that week in 'Knoxville had pro-
vidzd me with some of the most
moving moments of my career.

It was a singular experience
that I won’t forget in a long, long
time It surpassed every expecta-
tion we entertained in RTE Sport
when Fried Cogley decided that
we should have on-the-spot cover-
age of Kirby’s and Maher’s pro-
gress in the USHA championships
since their entries marked the
first time for players f{o come
from outside the North American
continent to participate.

The American Nationals are
run on a Ssystem so different
from the All-Ireland handball
championships that there’s no
comparison. Everything is packed
into the handball complex—this
yvear the 11-alley physical educa-
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tion building at the University
of Tennessee—and all matcheg
in six different competitions are
played-off between Saturday and
Saturday. It is a week of almost
continuous handball activity, a
punishing test of the players’
endurance with the strain on
stamina becoming all the more
severe the further a player pro-
gresses. Unlike our champion-
ships where there’s at least a
three-week period between the
various rounds, here all gprains
and stiffness had to be got rid of
overnight.

In that cocoon of handball,
players drowe themselves to €x-
haustion and often were so soaked
in perspiration in the centrally-
heated courts that it wasn't un-
usual to see them changing tee-
shirts, or the compulsory gloves,
three times during a match. And
we had all extremes among the
450 competitors—temperamental
outbursts, even a fist-fight (on a
handball court, would you be-
lieve!), insolence to refierees and

@® TO PAGE 13
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inpsults flung at fellow competl-
tors as well as the majestic
pravery, the remarkable artistry
and the fantastic skill.

Unashamedly I took great pride
in being in the company of Kirby
and Maher during that week. Not
only because of what they
achieved on the courts—and that
was enormous—but because of
their dignified bearing 1n or out
of the alleys. So it was not sur-
prising to find that they wzry
quickly became the two most
popular performers of the cham-
pionships. They attracted large
salleries to all their matches be-
cause of the power and elzgance
of their under-hand “Irish Whip”
style of play, but also because
they were widely hailed as two of
the best-liked competitors of the
wzek.

Apart from our coverage on
RTE Sport the achievements of
these great sportsmen haven’t got
the recognition they deserve.
What they did must not be under-
valued. They took on the very
best of American handballers—
and around eight million play the
game in the US—in the Ameri-
cans’ own conditions and on the
home players’ own terms, yet
they proved themselves the equal
of any and the masters of most.
Basically it’s the same handball,
but there are some very signi-
ficant diffzrences between the
American game and ours. Theirs
is played on the small court (20
ft. shorter and 10 ft narrower);
the heating of these alleys, and
energy-sapping perspiration it
causes, 1s something we don’t
have to contend with; then,
there’s the very important ceil-
ing-shot, which the Americans
use to slow a game to their pace
or employ it with feather-like
strokes so that the ball will dis
limp as it slides down the back
wall.

Joey and Pat are, of course, our
most experienced players on
these smal] courts, but they have

been away from them for a con-

siderable period — Xirby for
nearly three years, Maher {for
twice that time. Yet, they deli-
berately opted for unfavourable
conditions when they entered the
Knoxville Nationals, but they

mastered them and thelr oppon-

ents magnificently.

That week proved to me be-
yond all doubt that Kirby 1s onge
of the greatest players In Ameri-
can handball . . . contradictory
though that statement may seem
since he’s now living again in his
native Clare. I'm certain that had
he not come home threz years ago
__alternatively, if he’d had a
completely American-standard 40
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x 20 alley in Shannon or Tuam-
graney in which to practise since
his return—he would now be the
1974 Op:n singles champion of
the US. As it is, he is among the
last eight out of 161, which was
a tremendous feat.

The privilege of watching
Maher win the Masters’ singles
title on the morning of March 23
will remain one of my most
chzrished memories . . . although
I'm not at all sure when I’ll for-
give him for the strain he put on
my blood pressure when he lost
hig service at game-ball three
times in the semi-final against
Tom Schoendorf of Milwaukze
and again thrice .in the final
against Dick Miller of North
Carolina.

But the sight of Joey “bomb-
ing” the ball with right and left
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to roll it out off the butt of the
front wall is something that will
probably haunt Miller in night-
mares for months to come, for
Dick, who like Joey turned 40 in
March, had done the same to de-
throne Galway-born Jim Fitz-
patrick, the ’73 masters champ,
the previous day. But, as one
South Carolinian, who became a
devoted fan of Maher during the
week, summedl1t Uup: “Y’all
know, I ain’t nzveah seen no two-
dollah pistol shootin’ straighter
than ole 'Smokin’ Joe heah!”

Vou can understand what a
happy group 1t was when Joe
Lynch and I flew out with Joey
and Pat to San Francisco where
we had more handball and
watched the All-Stars play Cork
and Limerick in the most success-
ful Irish Fzstival promotion yet
staged by the United Irish Socl-
ties.

Pat and Joey joined up with
Dick Lyng, Peader McGee and
Murty McEllistrim for the two-
day tournament against the
famed Olympic Club., This first
visit of an Irish handball team
to California was an eminently
worthwhile vznture, for although
they narrowly lost the series (SIX
matches to four) the matches
against the Olympic Club stars
produced such outstanding hand-
ball that it may well open the
way to annual home and away
contests.

Two people in San Franclsco
did remarkabls work 1n arrang-
ing this successful series—Mike
de la Pena, the genial handball
coach of the Olympic Club, and
Monaghan-born John Duffy, who
not only gave unstintingly of his
time in organising the series, but
__after our arrival—combined the
roles of host, adviser-in-chief,
chauffeur, tourist guide and very
good friend to each member of
the party. To these and others too
numerous to list the handballers,
Joe Lynch of the THC and myself
owe a deep debt.
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WE-LL,_ fellow lady readers, I

must offer a sincere thanks
to all of you for your wonderful
reaction to our new ‘“Ladies
Please” column. That there was
a need for a column of this kind
in G.A.A. circles, I never had
any doubt and again I say Bravo!
to GAELIC SPORT for once
again setting the example for all
other G.A.A. publications to fol-
low.

There are vast, untapped re-
sources of goodwi]l available to
Gaelic Games which have never
yet been tapped and what I mean
by this is that approximately
half of the population — the
female half—hasn’t yet become
involved to the extent which
might be possible, in making our
games more popular and main-
taining interest in them. By half
the population, of course, I'm re-
ferring not to Irish females en
masse but that proportion of
them which is conscious that
such a thing as Gaelic games
exist. The easiest thing to do,
of course, 1s to blame the G.A.A.
for our bad “record” go far, but
maybe that’'s simplifying the
problem a bit too much.

Really it’s a question of cer-
tain attitudes which have been
maintained in this country for
many years: after all, is there
one single sector of public life
where women play a more prom-
inent role than men? In politics

~ they may be making a bit of a

Fdited by ANN CARROLL

breakthrough in all parties but
mostly the girls are still very
much the backroom boys, if you
understand my meaning. The
tradition has been that ladies
merge into the background, only
coming forward when it’s a ques-
tion of giving practical help—
such as raising funds for a cause
or organising refreshments or
social] functions.

The generation of

younger

14

women and girls, however, don’t
see themselves in this type of
role, They want to play a more
actlve part altogether and it is
only a matter of time till this
comes about. It’s not a question
either, of jumping on a band-
wagon to justify one’s theories
about women’s emancipation or
anything like that—more a fact
of life that to-day’s girls have the
confidence and the ability to play
a full part,

JO GOLDEN

Take somebody like Jo Golden,
for instance, the young maths
teacher who has captained the
Leinster Camogie Team and
played for U.C.D. With Blath-
nald Ni Annrachain she was
jointly responsible for founding
the magazine “Camogie” some
years ago, because she felt this
was one way to give the game its
due. Though they’ve had to con-
tend with problems like rising
printing and distribution costs,
they have published half a4 dozen
1ssues so far and are still going
strong. Jo has no qualms about
putting forward her point of view
—and to many people her ideas
make a great deal of sense, par-
ticularly to the ladies.

“I am not very happy with the
way things are today,” she says.
“The time is gone when you could
get young people to come along
and play Gaelic games as @ duty,
or because their parents wanted
them to. They have to be con-




Cork dual
star
Denis Coughlan
and
his charming
wife Margaret,
pictured
at a recent
reception to honour
the Cork team
on their great
vietory
in the ’73
football final.

vinced it’s worthwhile—but once
they have got their own inner
conviction then they’ll be loyal.
There used to be quite a lot of
hypocrisy about this and [person-
ally I'm glad to see it go. NO-
body these days joins the G.A.A.
because it is the |G.A.A. — the
games attract on their own
merits.”

“Ag far as the ladies are con-
cerned,” says Jo Golden, “they’ve
been the ones who spend money
at matches, supported the teams,
did a good deal of the back-
ground work in fact, but never
seemed to get the chance of play-
ing a more active part. I find it
a little bit odd that I'm the only
woman on the Communications
Committee today. Surely there
ought to be more of us function-
ing at this level—particularly
now that more clubs have more
women secretaries, and you find
more women ©on the County
Board Associations?”

Jo feels the social side of
things is going to be all-lmport-
ant in the future. Working
towards improvement of facili-
ties is one way of getting players
involved at club level. As co-

education becomes the norm at
post-primary level, the sort of
sex differentiation that there has
peen in the past will fade out
completely — and Gaelic games
will belong to everyone, not just
to one sex!

When I asked Jo Golden the
question I put to others in our
last issue — would you like to
marry a G.A.A. star? — she
replied that she wouldn’t mind
at all, other things being equal!
On the question of his having to
be away for training sessions and
trips, this wouldn’t worry her at
all. “I’d probably be away train-
ing myself, so there wouldn’t be
any problem,” she commented.

Well girls that’s all for this
month, don’'t forget more and
more letters please, about your
likes, dislikes, in fact anything
that you feel like saying write
to me—

¢/0 Ladies Please,

GAELIC SPORT,

80 Upper Drumcondra Road,
Dublin 9.
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Exercise is good for every-
body and generally you can
recognise girls who play
games by their good complex-
jons. However, it has been
said that active participation
can bring problems, so maybhe
these few hints may help.

@ If your skin is very fair
and inclined to get chap-
ped in wind, some light
moisturiser, gently mass-
aged in, will take care of
the problem. When cleaning
afterwards, use some cold
cream and then tissue it
off before having a wash.

® An clasticated headband is
invaluable for keeping hair
out of your eyes, particu-
larly if you wear it long.

® You can buy a barrier
cream which is very help-
ful in preventing blisters
from developing on Yyour
hands, otherwise rub in
some hand lotion.
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SCORESHEET

K — for Keher
K — for Kearins

K — for Kings

ALLING Noel Dwyer, M. St
Joseph’s, Passage West, Co.
Cork! This young man, in a letter
published in Jack Mahon’s Junior
Desk last month, wrote : “I never
read the Top Scorer List for 1973
in football and hurling. Would
GAELIC SPORT please print
them?”.

Glad to oblige, Noel. And,
from other letters received at
this office 1 know that you are
not the only one anxious for a
run-down on the ace marksmen.

While I am at it, I will add In
some interesting background
facts to the achievements, bear-
ing in mind that these particular
records were first introduced in
1955, and that an annual pro-
gramme of matches embraces
games in the National League,
Championship and Railway Cup,
and in tournament and challenge
matches.

Top scorer in the past season
was the ever-present Eddie
Keher with 7-109 (130 points) in
16 games at the highly impres-
sive match average of 8.12 points.
But the Kilkenny hurler did
more than head the list—he led
the way in both codes for the
third season in a row, and was
hurling’s ace marksman for the
fourth successive year. A tremen-
dous achievement by any meas-
urement.

The campaign did not prove a
record one, though, for Keher.
His most successful year was 1in

1972 when he hit the staggering
total of 194 points (20-134) in 21
games at the rate of 9.23 points
a match. That near 200 points
tally stands as the record for
both codes for a full season’s
programme.

No. 2 in hurling last year was
Tom Byrne (Wexford), who
achieved a personal best with his
haul of 124 points (16-76) in 20
engagements.

Another distinction for Byrne,
who averaged 6.20 points an ap-
pearance. He put up the hest
score by a Wexford hurler since
Nick Rackard established the
county record at 3550 (155
points) in 19 games in 1956.

In third place nationally in the
past season was Richie Bennis,
and appropriately enough in
Limerick’s greatest season in a
long, long spell, he emerged with
a new distinction.

In the 1971
Patrickswell man hit 6-95

campaign the
(113
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@ EDDIE KEHER

points) in 16 games to establish
a new record for Limerick, Last
season he had one match more
than in 1971, and bettered the
record-setting score by a single
point with his bag of 9-87 at an
average of 6.70 points.

Francis Loughnane (Tipper-
ary) was the only other hurler to
reach three figures in the past
campaign. In 14 engagements he
put up 11-73 (106 points), or 7.57
points an hour.

Tony Doran, that dynamic
Wexford hurler with the goals
flair, was the goals king of 1973.
In 19 matches he found his way
through to the net 17 times.

Over now to football. And,
here, too, it is a familiar figure
plazing the trail impressively.
Michael Kearins headed the list
nationally for the fourth season
with his haul of 2118 (124
points) in 17 games, and in the€
process he earned ranking as the
only footballer to take the prem-
ier rating over more than three
separate seasons,

The Sligo sharpshooter, who
averaged 7.29 points, had his
most successful year in 1972
when he hit 142 points (4-130)
in 19 appearances to establish a
new Connacht record.

Tony McTague took the run-
ners-up spot for the third year in
a row, and the fourth time in his
career with a haul of 5-107 (122
points) in 19 matches. That was

® OVERLEAF
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MOWS
EVERYTHING

FROM BEAUTIFUL
LAWNS TO ROUGH
WEEDS AND
UNDERGROWTH

Gravely 7.6 HP
Custom Swiftamatic
Tractor with 30" Rotary
Mower and Riding Sulky

e Swivel action mower attachment follows
ground contour.

e All-gear, steel-shaft drive from engine to
mowing blade.

e Instant forward-neutral-reverse tractor action
for easy handling.

e Use sulky attachment to ride in level areas,
detach and walk for extra maneuverability.

e Wide variety of attachments for gardening,
lawn care, and snow removal.

FREE COUNSELING—We'll help you match the equip-

ment to the job with a wide selection of tractors, accessories,
and features. Come in and talk it over, today!
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well short of his own Leinster
record of 2-129 (135 points) in
18 matches in 1972,

No review of the past season
would be complete without mak-
ing reference to the fact that up
again among the ]eading lights
was Mick O’Dwyer. His score of
2-77 (83 points) in 16 games, at
an average of 5.18 points, put
him 1n fourth place nationally.

The Kerryman has an extra
special niche in these charts by
virtue of the fact that in 26 games
in 1970 he put up the mammoth
bag of 161 points (13-122)—the
outstanding peak for the code.
The Waterville footballer helped
himself on the way to that record
by shooting 57 points (9-30) in
seven matches during a world
tour by Kerry.

A couple of other interesting
points. Although Billy Field did
not make a single appearance
during 1973 after he retired in-
jured following only a couple of
minutes of play in the All-
Ireland semi-fina] with Tyrone in
August, he still finished Cork’s
top scorer of the year—and
seventh nationally—with 6-37 (55
points) in only seven games.

In addition, Field achieved the
best match average in the top
ten panel at 7.85 points. He just
pipped Kearins for that rating.

It is nice, as well, to be able to
report that Wicklow returned to
the charts after a long absence
through the feats of Peter
Clarke. In eleven appearances he
cracked home 5-34 (49 points)—
445 points a tie—to finish the
country’s tenth leading scorer of
1973.

Finally, it was not a good year
for noteworthy achievements in
the goals stakes. The premier spot
was shared on a modest enough
record of eight by Sean Kearney
(Tipperary), who played twelve
matches, and Brian Doherty
(Kildare), who had 15 outings.
The record stands at 17 from 27
games in 1969 to the credit of
Willie McGee (Mayo).




BOOK REVIEW

By TONY KEEGAN

OCCER tactics in hurling!
That’s a new one on me, but
they have been successfully ap-
plied by at least one club in
Waterford. This is just one of
the many interesting facts to be
learned from “An Deiseach '74”,
the Waterford GAA Year Book.

The current annual is the third
in the series, and is an outstand-
ing production in every way.
Edited by Seamus O Braonain,
who is so well known to GAELIC
SPORT readers, the content, lay-
out and an extra large page size,
mark out the publication as one
of the best of its kind, A first
class team of writers cover the
scene fully, and in an interesting
and informative manner, while
there are many excellent photo-
graphs, some in full colour.

A novel feature is provided by
“Notes From A 1973 Diary”,
which spotlights happenings in
and outside the county week by
week from January through to
December.

But back to soccer tactics in
hurling. In an article, “We MADE
Hundreds of Hurlers in Bally-
gunner’”’, Seamus MacFinn puts
the spotlight on the achievements
of the Ballygunner hurling club
down the years. In the course of
his review he writes :

“Hurling is a wonderful game
—the greatest field game at any
level there is, and field tactics
and moves can very easily be
applied to it. We always applied
Soccer tactics to it and they

AN DEISEACH 14
SPLENDID VALUE

worked like magic. For instance,
we usually played four centre
field men with a sweeper behind
and it used to make us smile to
see the perplexed look on the
faces of opponents who didn’t
know what was going on’.

Jack Walsh, television corres-
pondent of the NEWS and STAR,
makes some thoughtful observa-
tiong in an article with the un-
usual title : “What Would You
Say To An Outer Mongolian?”.
Like, for instance :

“Here’s a thing about the tele-
vising of Gaelic games that
occurs to me. The major games
have been shown live, and in
full, each year for the past ten

]
....
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@ Former G.A.A. President
Padraig O Fainin contributes
a most interesting portrait of
the great John Keane in the
1974 Waterford Yearbook,
“An Deiseach”.
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years, Have you ever wondered
how many fellows playing inter-
county football today developed
their early skills by copying what
they watched top-grade players
do on television?”.

I liked, too, “The John Keane
Story”, by Padraig O Fainin, gn
interesting portrait of one of the
genuine greats of hurling, while
Fr. M. J. Ryan records that John
Kiely, another of Waterford’s
most famed hurling sons, was the
complete hurler. Added point is
given to this article by virtue of
the fact that Fr. Ryan partnered
Kiely more often than any other
player, for club and county.

The annual has its humorous
side, too! Rev. Fr. John F.
Morrissey, C.C., provides some
chuckles with his ““Cracks from
the Sideline” piece. Like the
story about a character at a local
evening Derby who, as darkness
was drawing in, shouted : “Hurry
on, lads, the daylight is burning”.

Handball and camogle news,
many interesting odds and ends
— John Galvin played three
grades for Waterford in 1973,
senior hurling, under-21 hurling
and under-21 football — and a
splendid front cover are among
the other bright features of an
annual that adds up to great
value for money,

“An Deiseach ’74”, Waterford
GAA Year Book. Editor Seamus
Q’Braonain. Price 40p. Available
from The Editor at Abbeyside,
Dungarvan.
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BORN WITH A

HURLEY

IN HIS FIST

By SEAMUS O CEALLAIGH

THE Limerick All-Ireland Sen-
ior Hurling team has a baby
—a bouncing boy weighing a
little over 150 pounds. He 1s
small, hardly 5 ft. 9 ins., but
don’t be deceived by that, for he
has long since proved that he
can hold his own with the
toughest of hurling giants.

I'm sure most hurling enthus-
iasts will have recognised him
already. He is Liam O’'Donoghue
—the Mungret born lad, who
must have come into this world
with a hurley clutched in his
fist.

Both sides of his family tree
are steeped in hurling lore. On
the paternal side, the O’Donoghue
clan have been mixed up in
Mungret and Limerick hurling,
dating right back to the early
GAA days.

Bill O’Donoghue was nearing
the end of a fine hurling career
when he replaced an injured
Limerick player in the great
1933 All-Ireland Final 'against
Kilkenny.

Bill had a grand wing cut of a
ball, and the number of points he
scored from far out in the course
of a brilliant spell is not easily
reckoned.

In the seething excitement of
the closing stages of that untor-
gettable final a few such chances
came his way, but instead of
taking his usual shot from a dis-
tance he insisted, like many of
the other Limerick attackers, in
carrying the ball deep into
Noreside territory, seeking, as he

told me afterwards ‘“the honour
and glory of the goal,” which,
however, was not to come
Limerick’s way that day—Kil-
kenny winning by the only
green flag of the game—that
scored by a man later to be
termed “lovely Johnny Dunne”
because of his feat.

I often thought afterwards that
had the Limerick forwards played
their natural game and picked
off the points, instead of concen-
trating on the goal, they could
have won that game,

Bill was later to gain the All-
Ireland headlines as a top class
referee, and he is one of a select
Limerick band to have had charge
of an All-Ireland Senior Hurling
final.

His greatest refereeing feat,
however, was, [ feel the diplo-
matic manner in which he steered
to a successful conclusion the
volatile 1950 Munster Senior
Hurling final between Cork and
Tipperary.

This game was played at Kil-
larney, and from early in the
second half excited spectators
started breaking through the
barriers and trooped on to the
side lines until several thousand
spectators ringed the pitch, en-
eroaching more and more with
every pressing minute.

By the time the final stages
were reached, spectators were in
beyond the fourteen yards line
at either goal end, with just a
narrow passage open to the goals.
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O’DONOGHUE

The width of the pitch too was
considerably reduced.

The most unpeturbed man on
the field was the referee, Bill
O’Donoghue, who brought the
issue to a successful conclusion,
despite the forebodings of many,
who said the game would never
be finished.

Other members of the
O’Donoghue clan—Johnsie, Art-
hur, Kevin and Mike, wore the
Mungret and Limerick colours
with distinetion, winning All-Ire-
land medals mainly in Junior
ranks, whilst an uncle on his
mother’s side — Christy Tuohy,
also won an All-Ireland hurling
medal in the Shannonside col-
ours.

When bplaying in the storied
Dr. Harty Cup competition with
Limerick CBS, Liam was follow-
ing in the footsteps of his
brothers, Joe and Gerard, and
of his cousin, Paddy, all of whom
save sterling service to the cele-
brated Sexton Street educational
establishment.

I said at the outset that Liam
was born with a hurley in his
hands—ecertainly he was only
four when he was hurling with
the boys, and he admits that the
Mungret hurling team made 2
great impact on him, and fired
him with the ambition of becom-
ing a top class player.

He actually got his place with
the parish side at a very early
age, and in 1968 he was a member
of the Mungret team that won

® TO PAGE 23
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the City Juvenile Hurling Cham-
pionship, Liam scored 6 goals
and 5 points in the County semi-
final, to set a record for a Limer-
ick under age competition. Mun-
gret went on to beat Hospital, 3-3
to 2-2, in the County Final. They
were unlucky, however, in that
engagement, for they lost the
title on an objection,

The following year Liam was
on the Mungret team that won
City and County Junior hurling

honours, trophies which he
added to a City Minor Hurling
medal and many tournament

trophies secured in the red and
white of his club.

With his school, Limerick CBS
he won hurling and football
medals at various levels, and he
played in the 1969 Dr. Harty Cup
Fina] against North Monastery.

Liam, who played on the
County Minor hurling side, and
for the Under 21 lads three years
in a row, came on the Limerick
Senior Hurling team half way
through the 1973 National Hurl-
ing League campaign and gave
some very satisfying displays—
including the scoring of a most
opportune two goals and a point
in the drawn semi-final against
Tipperary.

He was a ‘“natural” for the
Munster Championship panel, and
in his first season in the premier
Limerick colours he was thrilled
to gain a coveted Munster hurl-
ing medal—the first such Limer-
ick success in very many years.

Liam admits that the training
he underwent for the All-Ireland
final was the toughest he ever
experienced. He went through
some hard bouts of training for
school games but nothing like
the All-Ireland preparation. The
trainer, Micky Cregan, the selec-
tors and County Board officials
certainly spared no efforts, he
affirms, in getting them fit for
both the Munster and All-Ireland
finals.

He pays a neat tribute to the

other players for their kindness
and understanding that helped
him as a young player to fit in on
the side.

Asked how he, as a player of
light build and small of stature,
measured up to the meeting with
a big strong defender, he ans-
wered that he concentrated on
the ball at all times and ignored
the man.

This theory—a very good one
__is that the back must watch
the forward—so he tries to shake

off his opponent and get away
with the ball.

Liam has plenty of ambition
still as a hurler—and that 1in-
ciludes more All-Ireland renown
with Limerick, and the gaining ot
a Carrolls All-Star award.

liam is not selfish with his
hurling talents, for he devotes a
lot of his spare time coaching the
Mungret under age teams—who
are indeed lucky to have a lad of
his calibre and hurling back-
ground taking such an interest.
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® RAY PRENDERGAST

‘RAY’ OF HOPE FOR
MAYO FOOTBALL!

By SEAN RICE

HE appointment of Ray Prendergast as manager of the Mayo team
has bolstered the battered hopes of the county’s foothall followers.
But whether Ray has the ability to overcome the multiplicity

of problems with which he is faced remains to be seen,

Last year the Mayo Board ap-
pointed the team’s first ever
manager . . . Aidan Swords. But
when he failed to bring any
measure of success to the team
in the championship he faded
from the scene and later retired.

Swords’ appointment was made
too late in the year for it to be
effective in the championship. He
had not sufficient time to mould
a winning team and this aspect
of his appointment was over-
looked in the criticism that fol-
lowed Mayo’s defeat by Galway
in the Connacht final.

And so, too, with Ray Prender-
gast. Mayo meet Galway in the
first round of the championship
next month. That is hardly
sufficient time for the new man-
ager to imprint his ideas and
methods on members of the
team. Nor could the team be
capable of bringing into effect
those ideas, The appointment
should have been made in Octo-
ber so that the new manager
would have time to assess the
talent at his disposal through
league performances.

So if Mayo lose, and at this
moment they have done little to
suggest that their form will be
any better this year than it has
for the past few seasons, Pren-
dergast will be subjected to some
unfair criticism.

Of course Ray will have a lot
more going for him than had
Aldan Swords. He himself has
been part of the Mayo foothall
story over the past decade which

reached its high point a few
years ago when they won their
tenth national Jeague title.

But Ray would have forfeited
that league medal gladly for theé
one that has eluded the county
since 1951 ., . . the All-Ireland
championship.

There were many who thought
the new manager would have
emulated the feats of his brother
Paddy who played such a big
part in bringing the All-Ireland
championship to Mayo at the
beginning of the fifties. And had
Mayo won an All-Ireland, with
Ray as full back, he would have
been compared favourably with
his brother.

But because Ray’'s Mayo was
mostly on the losing side he, in
the minds of those who remem-
bered Paddy playing, never did
live up to that high standard.
This type of comparison did not
help Ray in his football, even
though there were days when he
could not have been bettered at
full back.

Two years ago he retired from
inter-county football, having suf-
fered a series of recurring in-
juries, but he still lines out with
Castlebar Mitchels and 1s still
their leading player.

Now, at 34 years of age, he
takes up a new venture which is
likely to keep him centre-stage

in Mayo football for another

while.

There can be no doubt about
his awareness of the problems
that lie ahead for, as he says
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himself : “I am, in a sense, a pro-
duct of those problems myself.
I have been g member of good
and bad Mayo teamg and I think
there were one or two occasions
during this period when we had
the material to win an All-Ireland
title, but somehow things never
worked out as we had planned.”

Unlike last year, when Aidan
Swords had sole gay in the selec-
tion of the team, Ray will select
the team with four other selec-
tors, one from each divisional
board, and: he will have the same
voting rights as each of the
selectors.

But he 1s aware that he may
not be the most popular man in
Mayo if the team is defeated in
the forthcoming championship,
“However, that will not worry
me too much. I have a job to do
now and I will do it to the best
of my ability.

“It may take time to nurture a
new spirit in Mayo and to blend
the new, young material into a
positive and confident side. That
1s my aim and if this does not
show itself in the championship
this year I intend to press ahead
to try to bring it about next
year,” he said.

There are few people in Co.
Mayo who would accept the post
which Ray Prendergast has
undertaken. Yet, the very fact
that he accepted it would seem
to indicate a belief that he has
the ability fo solve Mayo’s pro-
blems.

But he will need time and
patience . . much more than
Mayo Supporters have allowed
other men in charge of the
county’s team in the past.
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Stone=-Wall Jim

By JAY DRENNAN

BEIN-G a player from an unfashionable county,
yet being in the position of experiencing sur-
prise and disappointment at being dropped from
his provincial team, makes Jim Wall something of
2 rare bird. In fact, there was very little obvious
reason why Jim did not hold his place at full-back
for Munster footballers in this year’s Railway Cup
competition.

His two year tenure of the position was impres-
sive, as befits the impressive stature of the massive
man from the Nire in the northern end of Water-
ford county, a strong traditiona] football area.
Indeed, he was a pillar in the defence which helped
Munster to the winning of their first Railway Cup
medals for well over 20 years.

With the back-up of the two Kerry corner-backs,
wall looked absolutely impregnable, physically so
powerful and so commanding in height that nothing
could pass,

In winning that Railway Cup medal, as a
Waterford man, he became even a rarer bird, and
the argument still rages down there as to whether,
in fact, he was the first ever footballer from the
county to win such an award. The records would
appear to be in error here, for there iS no doubt
among Waterford’s football authorities that Jack
O'Donnell—one of a family of outstanding foot-
ballers in the twenties and thirties—did, in fact,
win a medal in one of the earliest years of the
Railway Cup competitions,

There is no doubt that the medal exists in the
family’s possession; no doubt that it was won by
Jack O’Donnell; but some doubt about how his place
in the records has not been perpetuated. The ex-
planation may lie in the fact that he may have
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® JIM WALL

replaced one of the Kerrymen in the line-out, and
that the recorded team is that which was originally
selected. Or, indeed, it may be that he was originally
selected and may have had to withdraw with some
injury to the substitutes at some stage of the
competition—perhaps between the semi-final and
final.

This is all interesting conjecture and room for
research by Waterford people, but, as far as the
records in print show, Jim Wall was the first play-
ing member of a Munster winning team from the
county. It is rather extraordinary that this should
be so, for many players from the county have been
honoured by their province, but by some strange
fact always ended up on the losing side either at
the semi-final or the final.

Jim Wall must be one of the biggest inter-
county footballers playing to-day—an era of small
men in spite of our relative affluence. If he has a
weakness it is that he is slow on the turn, but he
is absolutely irresistible when he bursts through
with the ball or dashes out to intercept and seems
to cover ten yards in every stride upfield.

No mean wielder of the hurley, either, Wall
appears at the other end of the field usually, and
he even reached the senior inter-county side for a
brief period. One can imagine that he could create
a major problem round the square with his size and
reach. Yet, it is no more than a sideline and his real
interest lies in the football code. Here, too, he is
well-known in his own county as a vigorous promo-
ter of juvenile football and a coach of his club’s
promising youngsters. They took the county title
for the first time ever last year under Wall’s guid-
ance. So, it is good to see this star footbhall figure
putting something back into the game.
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VERYTHING in the foothall
garden in Wexford is not
rosy. According to an article in
the “New Ross Standard”, those
involved 1n the ftraining of
county football teams have been
having a frustrating time, and on
occasions training gessions had

Compiled by Neil McCavana

to be held on soccer and rughy

pitches, and even down back
lanes!

We quote :

“The County Football Com-

mittee, denied training facilities
at Wexford Park for the county
football teams for months of
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April, May, and June 1973, were
hopeful that this year the Park
Committee would be more help-
ful and understandable, writes
Peileadoir.

“However, their hopes were
dashed last week when Secre-
tary, John Denton, received a
letter from Wexford Park Secre-
tary, Miss Eileen O’Brien, infor-
ming him that the Park Commit-
tee could not allow them training
facilities for one night per week
at the Park. Miss (Brien in her
letter stated that the Park was
booked out for all seven nights”,

The feature gave details of the
bookings, and continuad :

“For several years now those
involved in the training and pre-
paring of county football teams
have had a most frustrating time
endeavouring to get grounds to
hold trials and training. Often
they have been hunted around
like itinerants and have on oc-
casions had to train on soccer
and rugby pitches and down back
lanes.

“This year the County Football
Committee endeavoured to seek
training facilities at Wexford
Park for one night per week and
at St. Patrick’s Park, Ennis
corthy, also for one night in
order that they could take de-
finite steps to arrange training
and trial games for the wvarious
teams. They had got tired of
being treated like itinerants and
beggermen.

“The Co. Board are duty bound
to provide facilities for the train-
g of the county teams and they
cannot back down on that. They
are well aware of the difficulties
of the County Football Com-
mittee who are taking a lot of
work from their shoulders,

“All down through the vears
facilities for training were always
available to county football teams



at Wexford Park and elsewhere
in the county and the question
is why are they now being denied
them in recent Yyears. Who is
responsible for the recént deci-
sion to ‘kick the footballers out’.
They are the only ones who are
pushed out.

“Are the Wexford town clubs,
almost all of whom play foot-
ball, responsible for this decision,
At least they are all represented
on the Park Committee and
<hould have a voice in the affairs
of the Park.

“«Fancy the Kerry footballers
being thrown out of Tralee, the
Kilkenny hurlers out of Nowlan
Park, or the Offaly footballers
out of Edenderry, the Carlow
footballers out of Dr. Cullen
Park, or the Wexford hurlers out
of St. Patrick’s Park, In each
case the venues are chosen be-
cause of their suitable location.
There would be an uproar if such
a move were even contemplated.
In Wexford, however, our foot-
ballers do not seem to have any
rights.

T.V. Coverage

Live television coverage of our
games is a topical subject just
now throughout the country, and
I take the following short com-
ment from the Sports World
feature of “The Connacht Tri-
bune”:

«Although unlikely to disturb
the Tam rating of ‘Upstairs
Downstairs’, the two National
League finals and the National
League football semi-final are to
be shown on RTE. For the privi-
lege of bringing those outdoor
spectacles indoor, RTE will pay
a fee of £4,000 to the GAA.

“If the Railway Cup atten-
dances were any true indication
of current interest in such games,
then the Croke Park Councillors
did a shrewd piece of ‘horse
trading’.”

CLAMPDOWN

Finally, from Gaelic News
From The Western Decies in the

® John Quigley, the dua] Wex-
ford player, whose football team

are having some difficulties find-
ing suitable venues for training.

“News and Star” (Waterford) 1
learn that a major clampdown 1s
planned this year where miscon-
duct on the field of play 1s con-
cerned.

Just a few short extracts from
the feature :

“The referees themselves have

already taken the unanimous
decision to adopt a stricter code

of refereeing in 1974 with par-
ticular emphasis on taking action
against players who misbhehave
themselves. And, equally impor-
tant, they have also pledged
themselves to report fully to the
Board all incidents of miscon-
duct on the sidelines involving
selectors and club officials. Shout-
ing abusive remarks at the ref-
eree, encouraging players to use
dirty tactics, will no longer es-
cape censure. And surely this is
to be welcomed.

“In addition, at all future
championship games, selectors,
officials and supporters will NOT
be allowed to stand at or mnear
the goalposts. As well as report-
ing such instances, referees will
also have the authority to recom-
mend or suggest appropriate
action to deal with clubs guilty
of these particular breaches”.

Seems to me that the Western
Decies are setting the right type
of headline here.
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CAMOGIE

Annual Congress

IS year, due to a variety of

reasons, most of which were
unavoidable the annual Camogie
Congress tended to Dbe long
drawn-out and therefore never
nad the impact that it should
have had Moreover, the really
vital motions did not come up
for attention during the opening
two days at Croke Park, so that,
as I write this I do not know
what was the fate of the proposals
to set up Finance, Fixtures and
Communications Committees, the
demand for a Primary Schools
Council, or the suggestion that,
the Secretary and National
Organiser excepted, the Officers
of Central Council should be
limited to three consecutive years
in any one office.

Those motions showed that
there is a great deal of progres-
sive thinking within the Associa-
tion, and proved that some of the
members of the Assoclation at
least are not satisfied with the
current rate of progress, progres-
sive though this may be in sO
many respects.

No sphere of Camogie has
shown greater progress and grea-
ter promise in recent years than
the Colleges competitions.

Yet, if those girls are not go-
ing to take a keen interest in the
came when their school-days are
over, and show that interest not
alone in playing but in encourag-
ing and teaching others to play,
and in organisation and adminis-

lacked impact

tration at every level, we are not
going to make any lasting im-
pression.

The schools are the foundation
stone, and that is why I am all 1n
tavour of a Primary Schools
Council to encourage the game
at the very outset among school-
girls, and thus have readymade
material coming to the coaches
and game-mistresses in the post
primary schools. And that such
coaches, fully qualified to teach
camogie will be available 1s
cbvious from the fact that the
National College of Physical
Education in Limerick has, bela-
tedly but nonetheless wel
comedly advertised for a staff-
lecturer.

With the official coaching film
shortly available, and with RTE
also contemplating launching an
instructional Camogie series of
their own in the none too distant
future, the interest in the game
itself, and in how to play the
game properly, will be intensi-
fied throughout the country.

Which is why I hope that
Central Council will in its wis-
dom continue to spend the major
proportion of the COSAC grant
(which one is glad to see con-
tinues to increase) on more com-
prehensive Coaching Courses,
Referees Courses, and Adminis-
tration Courses. We need
Coaches in the clubs as well as
in the schools. We need referees
at all levels, and we need
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administrators who have a know-
ledge of the fundamentals of the
work they have to do right from
juvenile c¢lub level up to Central
Council.

The entire Camogie AssoOclia-
tion is under-staffed in so many
respects, and for years too few
people have been asked to do too
much work. The time has come
when everyone who has the best
interests of the game and the
Association at heart, must be
ready to serve in whatever cap-
acity to which they feel best
sulted.

At Congress, both in the Sec-
retary’s Report and the Presi-
dent’s address there were bright
hopes expressed: about the clogser
co-operation being established
with the GAA. And surely the
first fruits of this were séen in
the provision of the Croke Park
Council Room for all the Con-
gress sessions.

One can only hope that this
co-operation will be speeded up
and officially extended to all
branches of both Associations to
the mutual benefit of all con-
cerned.

Finally, one can only record
with sadness the fact that after
almost half a century of selfless
service to the cause and the game
of Camogie, General Secretary
Sheila McAnulty has entered on
her last year in office. An officer
at one level or another since her
childhood, days in Warrenpoint,
nobody can ever assess exactly
how much Camoguidheacht owes
to Sheila MecAnulty, who was
President of the Association be-
fore coming Secretary, at a time
when few could be found willing
to undertake that onerous fask,
and made such a success of it
that she has been returned to
office for 21 years and will resign
at the end of this season of her
own desire.

The Association will search far
to find a worthy successor.
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By NOEL COOGAN

LOUTH'S DARKEST HOUR MAY

HERALD AN

TiHESE are lean times for Louth
football with the Wee
County’s stock at its lowest ebb
for quite a while, Such a situa-
tion is really a pity for when I
was growing up about a decade
and a half ago the wearers of the
reds and white jerseys had very
few peers in inter-county foot-
ball. It was quite often in those
days that yours truly marvelled
at the skills and talents of some
of those who represented the
North Leinster county.

Men like Tom Conlon, Patsy
Coleman, Paddy Beahan, Jim
McDonnell and Dermot O’Brien
were all heroes in my eyes. I re-
call vividly those great clashes
with Dublin in the Leinster
championship and, of course,
1957 when Louth beat Cork in
the All-Ireland final to bridge a
gap of some forty five years.

That was a really good side
and was led by Dermot O’Brien,
who was later to go on to make
a very big name for himself In
the world of showbusiness. My
own particular favourite was
Kevin Beahan of the tremend-
ously powerful shot, I remember
him rocketing a fierce shot off
the cross-bar once and then
wondering why the bar didn’t
crack! Yes, he did hit them that
hard.

Louth also had some fine sides
in the late ’forties and early
'6fties with men of the calibre of
Sean Thornton, Sean and Eddie
Boyle, Jack Bell and Hubert
Reynolds very much to the fore.
Jack Bell now lives in Canada
and recently wag home in his
native Ardee on a short vacation.
One night I had the pleasure of
meeting this sterling corner back
of yesteryear. With him was his
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@® Benny Gaughran, one of the
Louth players who could provide
manager Jimmy Mulroy with the
nucleus of a good team.

great rival and friend Peter
MecDermott of Meath, Our meet-
ing was a brief one and it 18
only afterwards that 1 was sOrry
that I did not get the opportunity
to talk football with Jack.

I wonder how does he feel
about his native county’s recent
slump. He would hardly be
pleased to hear that Louth only
won two games in the recent
National League and that those
two wins were at the expense of
lowly sides like Leitrim and
Monaghan. Neither would the
fact that Meath beat them by ten
points or that Antrim trounced
them to the tune of a dozen points
console him either,

That League campaign does
not give much cause for hope,
but still all is far from lost in
Louth. Remember last year’s
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championship and that magnifi-
cent showing against Offaly when
they only failed by three points.
That was the best showing by a
Louth side for quite a while and
victory could well have been
their’s. I am convinced, even in
spite of that backward League
showing, that there 1s lots of
potential in the present Louth
team.

Manager Jimmy Mulroy’s task
is not an easy one, but still this
dedicated bossman from Drogh-
eda should not be disheartened.
He has in his panel talented
footballers like Benny Gaughran,
Danny Nugent, Paidin O’Hare,
Danny Culligan and Joe Me-
Looughlin, These can torm the
nucleus of a good side. Benny
Gaughran has been starring for
his county for a good few seasons
now while veteran Leslie Toal is
still going strong.

And what of Danny Nugent,
who has been delivering the
goods in fine style at right half
back? To date it has been 4
memorable year for Newtown
Blues clubman Danny with him
travelling to San Francisco with
the All-Stars and also winning a
Railway Cup medal. Nugent now
has the footballing world at his
feet, so to speak. The odds, how-
ever, against him winning a
I,einster or an All-Ireland medal
this year must be very long. But
still where there is light there is
hope and Louth are always a
much different kettle of fish
when the championship comes
around. I, for one, would not bet
too heavily against them, keep-
ing very much in mind that dis-
play against Offaly last June.
Louth may be down at the mom-
ent, but they're by no means out.
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OUIZ TIME

OUR Quiz Time feature
welcomed by readers
SPOT . .

» will henceforth altermate monthly with our

FACT” column introduced in April.
In the meantime, we will welcome further suggestions

“IT'S A

from

readers. So, if YOU have not already written to us on this subject,
now is the time to put pen to paper.

This month we are maintaining

the format that proved soO popular
in March. Remember, five points
for each question answered cor-
rectly, and the maximum points
total is 100.

A score of 80 points or more ls
excellent, 60 points to 80 points
is very good, and 50 to 60 points
is not bad.

With May traditionally the
month of the National League
finals, let's start with these
games.

FOOTBALL

1. The last year that a new
name was inscribed on the Roll
of Honour was 1966. Name the
county that made the break-
tRPOWER? .. . oosiiaaieaimismis

9. Paudie O’Donoghue was full
back for Kerry in each of their
last three winning finals. True or
FATBED. .. covvonms

3 The first final in 1927 was
won by Kerry, Dublin, Laols,
Chire of CoTKT  civvamsansne e i

4 Brendan Lynch earned two
noteworthy distincetions in last
year’'s final. What were they?

5 Name= the year of the last
drawn final—1966, 1963, 1958 or
22T 2 R

HURLING

1. Limerick won their first
title in 1934, and went on to set
a record that still stands. What
ie that repord?. i simsi v

2. The last title success by a
Munster team was forged by Cork
in 1972. Who captained the
Leesiders in the final?..............

3 The last Championship and
League double was accomplished
by Tipperary. Can you remember
the year they achieved that feat?

llllllllllll

4. Eamonn Crz=gan is one of the
most versatile hurlers around.
But did he play at left half for-
ward, centre half forward or right
half forward in last year’s League
T ) T s

5. Tipperary top the honours
list with 13 titles. When was their
last fifle WONT.coiivivn *

CHAMPIONSHIPS

The Championships also swing
into gear this month with gamzs
in Leinster, so let’s continue
with five questions spotlighting
recent events in these premier
competitions.

1. Dublin and Westmeath, who
have a hurling date at Mullingar
on May 12, also met in last year’s
Championship. Who won that
GAME?. . cccvnriovensasasnnrirnres

9. Offaly retained the Leinster
senior football title last July. But
was that their second, third or
fourth provincial title on the trot?

3. Cork and Waterford will
raise the curtain on the Munster
hurling campaign on May 19. The
last championship clash of the
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in the March issue was SO warmly
that we have decided that “ON THE
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by Tony Keegan

counties was at Cork in 1972,
when the home side were success-
ful. How many points had Cork
to spare, two, seven or ten?.........

4 What team knockad Derry
out of the 1973 Football Cham-
PIONSAIPT. covinnivrrenirassrasainiiaies

5. Sligo went out to Galway in
q 'Connacht Championship first
round game last year. Where was
that match played?................. :

GENERAL

Now to complete our quiz, here
are five questions on general
topics.

1. The Dr. McKznna Cup 1s an
all-Ulster senior football knock-
out competition. What county won
the trophy last year?..................

2. Recognise these players. One
is a well-known hurler, the other

T — S — — — - = -
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an up-and-coming teenage foot.
baller. And, to complete the ex.
ercise, list their clubs.......... .

llllllllllllllllll

3. Three goalkeepers have won
Carrolls All Stars awards in foot-
ball so far. Who are they?.........

-----------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------

4. This footballer scored Lein-
ster’s first goal in the Railway
Cup final on St. Patrick’s Day ?

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

9. Who was honoured in goal in
the first ICarrolls Al] Stars hurl-
ing selection of 1971?....... ..

lllllllllllllll
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JOEY MAHER, Ireland’s Hand-
ball Supremo must be the
toast of Irish sportsmen this
month in view of his magnificent
performance in winning the
USHA Master’s Title,

When Maher set off with Pat
Kirby in mid March for Knox-
ville in Tennessee, 1t would be
true to say that even his most
fervent supporter did not give
him much chance of vietory.

We thought it a good thing
from the point of public relations
that our boys should compzte, but
the assumption of outright victory
was just not entertained. The
odds were stacked against them.

They were not fully acclima-
tised to competing in the small
court—after all we only have a
few in this country altogether,
and both were just completing a
season, where they had been cal-
led upon to compete at home
nearly every Sunday for the past
year.

On the other hand, the Ameri-
cans had been gradually gearing
themselves for thig event, which
is undoubtedly, the highlight of
their year. It’s all over now and
‘Maher 'has brought home the
spoils 1n the Masters Section,
while Kirby performed magnific-
ently to reach the gquarter-finals
of the Open Competition.

At this stage, he was beaten by
Pau]l Haber, who is reckoned to
be the best player to appear on
the American circuit in the last
decade.

Maher’'s win was achieved at
the expense of Dick Miller, who
in turn had beaten Jim Fitz-
patrick, the reigning champion,
and a native of Galway in the
semi-final. It was a tremendous
final, with the course of the
game ebbing and flowing in res-
pective directions throughout.

THE HANDBALL SCENE

By ALLEYMAN

Maher won in one of those
heart-tearing  finishes, where
there is little room for the meek
or uninspired.

The USHA master’s title was
thus bound for historic Millmount
in Drogheda where Maher was
born some forty years ago. What
an ambassador this man {rom
Bovneside has been for Irish
sport.

A superb player, a man of
gentlemanly decorum in and out-
side the court, he has consistently
brought home the spoils, In con-
trast to our much publicised re-
presentatives in other sports who
fail when the chips are really
down. A man of ambition, Maher
has done us really proud and
walks as a legend in his own time.

Sometime, his autoblography
will be written of a career that
has flourished consistently and
shows no signs of fading.

It will be tinted with the de-
termination of a man who saw
his goal and worked hard to get
it

Like my own memory of a dis-
mal day in January 1965, when
we stood at Dublin Airport and
bid adieu to Joe, his wife Doris
and three children as he left for
Toronto. As we parted company
that day, Joe was emphatic that,
when he was succzssful in win-
ning the World crown he would
be home again,

Precisely three years later Joe's
ambition was realised and, he was
back in Dublin. But, in that per-
iod the great Drogheda player
had expended much energy,
travelled many thousand of miles
and, generally dedicated himself
to the task on hands.

In November 1967, the World
Crown came his way when he
beat the top American player,
Car] Obert, in the final. This was
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the big moment of his career.

In his discription of that game,
Joe said that “it was all like a
dream’”—one of tnose games that
comes once in a lifetime.

“I couldn’t put a foot or rather
a ‘hand wrong and would describe
it as just about the perfect match
any player in any sport could
hope for.

“I managed to get 21 °‘kill
shots’ out of 25 attempts which
ig something in the ‘hole in one’
category in golf and rarely
achieved. I won decisively on the
score 21-6; 21-18.”

It is also interesting to note
that prior to returning home Joe
became the first man to receive
Canada’s Mackenzie medal of ex-
cellence for outstanding sporting
service.

Back at home, Joe of course,
took up ‘the trail of winning
titles where he had left off. In
1970, he represented Ireland in
the World Championships at
Croke Park, but was beaten by
Pat Kirby, who, at that stage
was lining out in the American
singlet,

Thereafter, we wrote him off, A
recurring back injury was persist-
ently annoying him, and gener-
ally his play was suffering.

Then last yvear he made a full
recovery, and dynamic ‘Maher was
back. Thic latest win certainly
has crowned his comeback bid
One would not now dare to sug-
gest when or where he will reach
the end of the handball road.

Obviously, he is going to win
many more titles, and, certainly
match if mot better the singles
record of John Joe Gilmartin. The
handball world glitters for cham-
pion Maher, who also leads an
equally successful Family Band.
He deserves 1t all and we con-
oratulate him sincerely.
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PULSES QUICKEN
IN THE SOUTH

OWN South they are saying

that this could be one of the
sreatest Munster senior huriing
championship campaigns of all
time,

Much of the talk along these
lines has been bound uyp with
the expectation from the pair-
ings themselves, especially the
prospect of a repeat of the
memorable Limerick-Cork 1971
semi-final at Thurles, if Cork
should get over Waterford 1n
the first round.

And it wouldn’t end there, For
Tipperary have to face Clare in
the Munster semi-final and if the
Premier County win that one, the
Munster Final offers us either a
traditional Tipperary-Cork tussle
or a repeat of last year's con-
frontation between Tipperary
and Limerick—only that this
time the All-Ireland champions
are going to have ground advan-
tage.

It would be too easy to dismiss
lightly the Waterford challenge
against Cork and Clare’s pros-
pects against Tipperary. You can
never afford to do that in Mun-
ster. All right, I know it will be
argued that Waterford after
flattering at the start of the
L.eague faded rather badly sub-
sequently and their failure to
reach the semi-final stage was a
big disappointment to their sup-
porters. But still didn’t they sur-
prise us all by heading their
section for a while., And I, for
one, had never imagined this
Waterford side as a “winter
team’’. I felt that they would be
seem to best advantage on a fast
summer sod and, remember, that
the great Decies team of the
1959-'63 era could beat the best
of them when the ball was flying

(who can forget the way they
trounced Tipperary in Cork in

1959, scoring no less than nine

goals, eight of them in the first
half). .

What will beat the present
Waterford team, I fear, i1s lack
of sufficient experience of the
big-time. It took Limerick almost
seven years of endeavour to
attain finally the two most cov-
eted prizes of all—a Munster
crown and an All-Ireland title.

You can be so much better
than the opposition and yet old
heads and seasoned campaigners
can “steal” it from you 1In a
ticht finish as Tipperary did
against Limerick in Killarney in
1971.

The way | read it then is that
if Waterford’s speedy attacks,
especially in the first half, do not
bring their due reward 1n the
shape of goals, they may become
somewhat disheartened and Cork
could cut the pace subsequently
to their own liking and win
through to the semi-final.

Clare caused one of the big-
gest sensations for years when
they ousted Limerick at Cusack
Park, Ennis in 1972 and the
Shannonsiders were put to the
skin of their teeth to avenge
that defeat last year. It was Jim
O’Donnell coming on as a sub
and an outstanding performance
by Richie Bennis at midfield that
saved Limerick.

I hear that the Claremen are
very confident of causing an up-
set against Tipperary and they
are very anxious now to emulate
what their neighbours, Limerick
did last year. “Anything you can
do, we can do better” might well
be the motto to describe the ap-
proach of the Banner County—
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By
RAYMOND SMITH

but is enthusiasm enough? I can-
not get out of my mind the man-
ner in which Clare’s high hopes
died in a torrent of Cork scores
in the Munster Final at Thurles
two years ago—a day wheén SO
much was expected but, apart
from glaring weakness through
the field, the occasion proved too
much for some of the players,
who never gave their true form.

‘“Babs’” Keating believes that
the draw gives Tipperary a
wonderful opportunity of win-
ning All-Ireland honours this
year. And he realises that this
could be the last opportunity for
the players who form the back-
hone of the team. Tipperary have
been showing a very dedicated
approach to training since before
the League match with Waterford
at Thurles, on which so much
hinged and the enthusiasm was
even greater for the home game
against Limerick subsequently
that saw “Babs” Keating get the
winner on the call of time with
a palmed effort over the bar. It
was sheer determination that pul-
led Tipperary through in the end
against a far better Limerick
hurling team all round. In a word
the Premier County had more 10
play for, as Limerick had already
qualified for the semi-finals,

You know I would have to go
back a few years to recall Tip-
perary going into it with the
same do-or-die spirit in the
championship. If they reproduce
that Thurles spirit this summer,
I cannot see Clare halt them and,
helieve me, they could well em-
erge as the team to beat in the
championship.

I would make Limerick fav-
ourites on the strength of their

® OVERLEAF




@ FROM OVERLEAF
magnificent showing in the All-
Ireland Final of 1973—but that
doesn’t mean for one moment
that they will justify it. I would
like in many ways to see them

pull it off again, for it would
mean that they would be putting
the seal on last vear’s success, as
Offaly left no doubts when they
won their second successive foot-
ball title in 1972, beating Kerry
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in the process, Limerick had i
lot of sympathy behind them Jast
year and: every neutral spectator
in Croke Park on All-Ireland day
was cheering for them. They are
champions in their own right
now and everyone wants to bring
them down from that pinnacle.

If they were meeting Cork in
an 80-minute test—that is assum-
ing Cork beat Waterford—J
wouldn’t have a lot of qualms in
tearlessly tipping them to win.,
especlally with some of the dual
Cork players having to think of
that Killarney test against Kerry
and deep down saving something
for it. But over sixty minutes any-
thing can happen.

Supposing they get over Cork
—what then? I would prefer
their chances on the Thurles sod
any day against Tipperary (as-
suming they beat Clare) than at
Limerick. I hardly regard Limer-
ick as an “away” venue to Tip-
perary in the strict sense of the
term. They are so accustomed
to playing there that it is like a
home-from-home venye and the
pace will suit them better than
at Semple Stadium, where a side
like Limerick can play the wings
and stretch any defence.

At the same time I would have
to fancy Limerick over 80 minu-
tes on the strength of what I saw
over 60 minutes in the Leagye at
Thurles—that is assuming that
Limerick would strip as fit for
the decider as they did last year.

If Limerick come out of Mun-
ster this year, they will have
forged a special niche for them-
selves in ‘hurling history, no
matter what happens subsequen-
tly in the All-Ireland. But could
you really see them beaten if
they did get out of Munster?
They would be red-hot favouri-
tes to take their second succes-
sive crown. If they fail, they wil]
be recalled as the Green and
White combination that made the
big break-through—but hardly as
a top-class side, It takes two-in-
a-row at least to add that special
something.



Moondharrig’s Diary 1

A QUESTION OF VENUES

IN some quarters there was quite an amount of
Bru-ha-ha when the recent National Hurling
League semi-final between Limerick and Tipperary
was on a toss, fixed for Limerick. There were those
who felt it should have been played at a neutral
venue, there were those who felt the game should
have been brought to Croke Park, and there werc
those who felt that the venue was a matter which
chould have been left entirely to the Activities
Committee and that the counties concerned should
not have been granted the privilege of tossing be-
tween Thurles and Limerick at all.

Well it must be admitted of course, that this
game was the most talked of confrontation in the
entire League campaign, because of Limerick’s one-
point win ever Tipperary at Thurles in the Munster
championship final last July, and Tipperary’s no
less thrilling victory over the All-Ireland champions
at the same venue in the closing round of the
LLeague campailgn proper.

Now ag this Tipperary v Limerick clash was
obviously going to be one of the greatest games, if
not The most-talked-of game of the season, the
venue was obviously a matter of major concern.
There were points in favour of bringing the game
to Croke Park, but quite candidly, would even this
hurling “plum’ draw as big a crowd to Croke Park,
as it would to ‘Semple Stadium or to the Ennis Road?
And it must also be remembered that the supporters
of the winning side would be asked to come back to
Croke Park for the final? I do not think it can be
argued that more Tipperary and Limerick suppor-
ters would travel to Dublin than would travel] to
Thurles or Limerick City.

Nor do I believe that the number of neutral hurl-
ing followers that would muster in Croke Park
would be greater than the number of hurling fans
who would gather at a Munster venue.

It can also be argued of course that so attrac-
tive a hurling game in Croke Park would stimulate
still further the reviving interest in Hurling in
Dublin,

But from the point of view of hard facts, Kil-
kenny and Wexford have played a whole series of
thrilling Leinster hurling finals in Croke Park in
recent years, wonderful exhibitions of the code,
and will any one tell me what did these great games
do to stimulate hurling inferest among the aver
age Dublin follower ?

So having taken the realistic view, that for the
sake of hurling followers in general, and Southern
hurling followers in particular, this game was
better suifed to a Southern venue, the next prob-
lem facing the Activities Committee obviously was
where to play it ?

There were six or seven possible neutral venues,
Ennis, Waterford, Killarney, Cork, Dungarvan, Kil-
kenny and Birr. The Activities people sent those
two counties first to Kilkenny and then to Birr for
last season’s drawn semi-final and replay, and if
memory serves me rightly neither the teams nor
their supporters were all that happy to be sent
outside the province.

Waterford and Dungarvan, are for some followers
of the counties directly concerned, almost as far
away as Croke Park, if not farther.

Ennis, peculiarly enough, does not seém to be
seriously corsidered for Tipperary v Limerick
matches, and that leaves Killarney and Cork.
Killarney 1is anathema to the Limerickmen,
follewing a whole series of unlucky defeats there,
and North Tipperary supporters always maintain
that Killarney is almost the far end of the world
as far as they are concerned.

This is a great pity, because, for my money, Kil-
larney is one of the great hurling pitches not alone
in Munster, but anywhere in Ireland. So that of the
neutral venues left only Cork, where we saw that
great League final between Tipperary and Lime-
rick in 1971 won once again with a late point from
a Richie Bennis free.

Now there were obvious difficulties about Cork.

@® OVERLEAF
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That day the ground could hardly hold the crowd,
and the road back certainly could not hold the
traffic. Since then the traffic gituation in the South-
ern Capital has not improved, and as well as that
the builders should be moving in any day, if they
have not already done so to transform the Athletic
Grounds into a Gaelic Stadium worthy of Cork and
its wonderful tradition in both codes.

S0 that of course, left only Thurles and Lime-
rick, and as I see it the counties were fully entitled
to toss. Moreover it was poetic justice that Lime-
rick won, as they had gone to Thurles for the Mun-
ster final.

Moreover, to the vast majority of Limerick and
Tipperary followers, there is no great difference
in travelling distance between the two venues, while
as far as the teams themselves are concernsd Lime-
rick was as much of a home from home for the
Tipperary players as Thurles always is for the
Limerickmen.

So no matter what anyone else may think I
believe the Activities Committee were right in allow-
ing the two counties toss for choice of venue for
this vital game.

Meanwhile I wish I could find my way to agree
thoroughly with this new senior B Hurling Cham-
pionship. This competition, as I see it is a revival
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of the Mean Corn Iomana which was launched with
high hopes around about 20 years ago, and lasted
npo more than a couple of seasons. It is of course
a good idea that in that it provides competition for
counties that might otherwise vanish from the
other championships early on.

But to a close follower of Leinster hurling, one
may well ask how realistic is the new set up.
The anomaly is of course, principally provided by
Kildare, who in the recent League series beat Offaly
and Laoils, and ran Tipperary to six points at
Thaurles. Yet Kildare are now in the B champion-
chip while Laois and Offaly are in the senior cham.
pionship proper. What have Kildare to learn in
the B championship ? Precious little to my way
of thinking. What they need is games with teams
better than themselves, and they could only have
got that by staying on in the Leinster senior cham-
pionship proper. 1 wish the senior B championship
the best of luck, but I cannot see what useful func-
fion it fulfills that the old Intermediate champion-
ship minus the first-class counties, would not have
cerved as well.

To my mind the ambitions of the “middling”
counties would be far better served by the adop-
tion of a two up, two down promotion and relega-
tion system between Division 1A and 1B of the
National Hurling League.

OUR PITCH

We are not claiming that our operations are as exciting
as watching your favourite football team win. But to
thousands of people in our towns and farms this is where
the real scores are made.

Scores in the home and export markets that are the
result of technical experience, teamwork, modern
equipment, and research. Scores that are worth £50m.
annually to the country. So the next time you see an
Irish Sugar Company harvesting operation.
give a cheer — we’re the home side.

Irish Sugar Company

40



BOOK REVIEW

@ FROM PAGE 7

teams: venues of play; seasons
of play.

But, through the whole work
(which was originally submitted
to An tQireachtas for the literary
competitions and published now
in rewritten form in English be-
cause the author understands a
comprehensive work on the sub-
ject is about to be published in
Irish) there is a thesis which
lends a certain element of inter-
est and, of course, room for
debate and discussion,

Thig thesis is that there were
really two forms of hurling:
Camanacht with a narrow-bladed
stick and a small, hard wooden
ball, played mainly with driving
sround strokes and connected
with the winter festivals of
Samhain, Christmas and the New
Year; and Leinster Summer
Hurling, as he calls it, with a
broader-blade, larger softer ball,
with much more juggling and
playing with the ball, played in
the summer months on dry
grounds.

O Maolfabhail tackles head-on
the accepted belief (accepted.
perhaps, because unquestioned)
that the arrival of hurling to its
modern G.A.A. form was the out-
come of a series of mnatural
development stages from the
original form of Camanacht. He
questions how and when such
developing stages occurred,
Educes much evidenee to support
his view that there were, in fact,
two quite distinct—even diverg-
ent—forms of the game, and if
he will not satisfy everyone that
his case is proven, he certainly
has opened an avenue of thought
and, perhaps, of challenge to
future contributors to this section
of Hurling literature.

The conclusion of acceptance
of the two strains of the game,
means, of course, that, in modern

times, the G.A.A. hag become the
guardian and promoter of Lein-
ster Summer Hurling; and
Camanacht is preserved and nur-
tured to-day by the various Scot-
ticsh authorities in charge of

shinty (or Camanachd, as they

call 1t).

The connection with Scotland,
is, of course, wholly acceptable
and there is little doubt of the
interplay which brought the
game to Gaelic Scotland and
allows it to remain there even
to-day. Emigration from north-
eastern Ireland caused the lang-
uage to be transmitted about the
5th century: there certainly was
close contact until the 17th cen-
tury. In Ireland itself the theory
is tenable, if not conclusively
probable, that the game spread
southwards with the rise of
northern influence hetween the
4th and 7th centuries.

In precisely tieing down some
facts which could have water-
proofed his theory of the two
games, the author is constantly
frustrated by the fact that refer-
ences in literature are many and
consistent, but their detail is
vague. On too many occasions the
time of year has to be relied up-
on to establish whether it was
winter or summer hurling. And
this, in the absence of detail of
play or the style, or even the
equipment, tends to suggest the
matter to be proved 1is already

ectablished.

The theory, however, 1s Ten-
dered more and more likely by
the mass of evidence, even if one
cannot be entirely happy that
other explanations might not fit
the bill with equal gatisfaction.
We shall expect disbelievers to
take up the cudgels without
delay.

At any rate, the expansion of
it suggests that Camanacht was
practised as a distinguishing
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mark of Gaelic culture and that
it diminished with the diminu-
tion of the Gaelic society in the
19th century. It lingered: where
the Irish language and culture
resicted the spread of English.

To some extent, at least, it ap-
pears plausible that Leinster
Summer Hurling was associated
with the spread of the English
language from the south-east of
the country. Camanacht, being
the feature it was of the life of
the oppressed native Irish, it was
destined to be rejected with the
language and other aspects of
that culture by the people of
Ireland.

The position was stronger in
Scotland where the badge of the
down-trodden was never particu-
larly tied to the Gaelic Scots who
kept their traditions while bow-
ing to the authority of London.

Anglo-Irish patronage was 2
considerable element in the
building of the game, But, while
Camanacht seems to have had no
political overtones, hurling grad-
ually became anti-English in
character, and was obvious as a
vehicle for expression of national
sentiment. In the 19th century
republicanism became more as-
sociated with the preservation of
Irish culture — so hurling en-
hanced its position.

When the G.A.A, was estab-
lished it was, therefore, the sum-
mer game which they favoured
__the other was more or less
dead. Development to this day
has been the G.A.A’s doing. AS
pects of the Camanacht tradition
apbsorbed into the development
laid emphasis on the ‘“ground
pulling”, for example.

Accept or reject, it is an inter-
esting claim. As the author says,
it is up to the reader; he himself
merely wishes to provide the
evidence. This, at least, he has
done impressively.

Caman—2,000 Years of Hurling
in Ireland by Art O Maolfabhail,
10 Beech Park, Castleknock, Co.
Dublin. Price £3 including post-
age,
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ULSTER VIEWPOINT

”I NEVER felt more like singing the blues” may well have been the

most appropriate jingle for Armagh fans as they trudged from
most of their matches in recent years, with an almost unbroken run
of defeats the frustrating reward for the most loyal following in the

land.

However, it is a long lane
which has no turning and thanks
to the exploits of county cham-
pions Clan na Gael the old ditty
has taken on an altogether {iff-
erent meaning with the famous
Lurgan Blues now being hailed
as the new trail blazers in what
is hoped will be the great revival.

Indeed, whether the Orchard
county’s representativegs win or
lose that All-Ireland club final
replay against UCD on Apri]l 28
they have already etched out for
themselves a notable chapter not
only for the game itself, more
importantly, for the whole con-
cept of the club as the basic unit
in the Association.

Their achievements must

surely act as a spur for those
charged with carrying on in the
face of the many challenges now
confronting the organisation par-
ticularly at the vital grass root
level. The Clans have proved

that, even in this day and age a
fierce local loyalty is the key in-
gredient in any recipe for suc-
cess.

As one commentator has so
aptly put it: “The gtory behind
the story of the Blues is one of
sheer parochialism and utter
loyalty.”

The club whose catchment area
extends only a stone’s throw
from Davitt Park is undoubtedly
clanish in the very best sense of
the word.

But let Harry McGarry, chair-
man for the past 20 years, and
a committee member since he
first joined the club away back
in 1931 take up the story.

“I would say that the birth of
the present team was due
largely to the building of the
Shankill Estate over 20 years
ago,” sald Harry. “Young coup-
les moved into the new houses
then and their sons who went to

In Dublin
for business or pleasure ?

Come to the Clarence Hotel
where our business is your pleasure !

* Grade A accommodation.

* Near Heuston Station and within
easy access of major cinemas,
theatres and shops.

* 70 rooms, most with private bath.
* Telephone, radio, in all rooms.

® Friendly efficient Service.

* Dining room or famous Clarence
Grill Bar for your mealtime pleasure.

* Reasonable rates for weekends,
overnights and holidays.

Plhrence

6 - 8, Wellington Quay, DUBLIN, 2. Telephone 776178.
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school together and played to-
gether joined the Clans.”

A closely knit community has
proved a tremendous recruiting
ground for players and gsuppor-
ters ag far as the Lurgan camp
is concerned. Generally it is only
In country areas that compact
clubs of this nature are to be
found but the Clans have
achieved this loyalty by concen-
trating on a gmallish sector in a
large town of some 25,000 people.

And the Clans have gone out
of their way to facilitate the
people of their area in Lurgan in
every aspect of GAA gctivity.

As youngsters the members of
the present team played together
in the streets of their estate and
later “graduated” to Davitt Park.
It was and remaing the natural
process. They have always beén
associated with each other and
practically all the present team
were on the county juvenile side
some years ago. A real family
atmosphere has been created
with the gocial life of their dis-
trict strongly linked with the
club. It 1s a true saying that once
a clansman you are always a
clansman.

Space doesg not pérmit a litany
of the contributions made bv the
club to the Association on and
off the field. Suffice to say per-
haps that those who first charted
the Association would be pleased
to accept Clan na Gae]l] as a
genuine club. I would be less
than honest if I did not suggest
that their cosmopolitan semi-
final opponents, UCC and UCD,
with their conglomeration of
inter-county stars, seem gtrangely
at odds with the true gpirit of
the club championship.

That is a problem which is not
for me to unravel, However it is
something that the powers that
be should look at as a matter of

urgency.



A MUNSTER MYSTERY ::

JUST like Cork-Tipperary Mun-
ster hurling finals, Cork-Kerry
provincial football deciders have
a special attraction and magic
all their own. They have com-
pletely dominated the Munster
championships since 1887, win-
ning seventy-four titles between
them, but for years past one of
the great mysteries of football
has been the failure of Clare,
Waterford, Limerick and Tip-
perary to make a serious impact
on the inter-county scene despite
the fact that their teams include
many players of proven high-
class ability.

Clare people often claim that
some of their County men were
among the greatest exponents of
Gaelic football. Men like P. J.
O’Dea and P. J. Kennedy are but
two whose talents are forever
praised in the Clare county. How-
ever only one Munster senior
football title was won by the Ban-
ner county in the whole history
of the Association, that was 1n
1917 when they beat Cork by 54
to 0-1.

Tipperary on the other hand
had better success, they won nine
titles between 1888 and 1935 but
since then have faded completely,
and worse still they have only
appeared in three Munster finals
since then. When in 1957, Water.
ford beat Kerry it was difficult to
find a Deciesman who did not be-
lieve that some sort of mistake
had been made.

Limerick was the last of these
counties to make the headlines
They shocked Cork in 1965, and
gave a splendid performance be
fore losing to Kerry in the Mun
ster final During the first half
they banged in two spectacular
goals as well as outplaying the
mighty Kingdom, but again as in
the past experience and lack of
team work was their downfall.

For donkeys years now those

~ those

By TOM MORRISON

counties have paid little atten-
tion to trying to raise their foot-
ball standards. This, even, might
be forgivable—certainly it would
have been understandable — in
counties where hurling
held sway, and the first place in
the public esteem. But even at
Munster Council or Central Coun-
cil level was there any concern
about raising the standards In
these counties?

Take the Railway Cup for in-
stance, since 1927 only seven
players from Clare, Waterford
and Tipperary have won medals
with their Province compared to
sixty-two from Cork and Kerry.
a very poor record indeed.

What must those four counties
do to make the big break-
through? Part of the reason, I
think, for the sorry state of their
failure is that there 1s not
enough work being done in stag-
ing schools—shield and juvenile
competitions in every school in
the parishes. They must start at
an early age to develop into good
minors, and from there on to
senior grade. Also if an inter-
county player took over each
parish or school. which from my
own experience would get all the
young lads out for the simple
reason he might be their favour-
ite player and they would be
very proud and glad to train
under him.

During the forty-five years of
the minor football champion-
ships only two of the counties
have been successful in winning
the All-Ireland title — Clare in
1929 and Tipperary in 1934, and
the same counties have only won
three Munster victories each,
with Limerick ome, and Water-
ford none.

Nearly twelve months ago
Eamonn Young trained Clare for
their first round game against
Waterford, the result, the Ban-
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ner County- won by ten points,
and as well as that gave a great
display of footkall by scoring
0-18. A fortnight later against
Cork, Eamonn wasn't in charge
and Clare were completely over-
whelmed by 2-14 to 0-3.

It's men like Eamonn Young
we want drafted into those coun-
ties to improve the standard of
football and Clare, Waterford,
Limerick and Tipperary must
build up brand new teams of
players, and place their trust in
the youthful players scattered
throughout their counties.

ﬂ'

AN GUM
AN tAR SA
MHAINISTIR 60p
Cnuasach filiochta leis an

mBRATHAIR S. E. 0 CEAR-
BHAILL.

Bua an ghrinn ag an bhfile
chomh maith le buanna eile
ar n6s tirghra, gra teangan,
daonacht agus tuiscint do
chursai an tsaoghail.

SEAL THALL,

SEAL ABHUS 60p
Cnuasach aisti le BREAN-
DAN 6 hUALLACHAIN.

Cur sios ag an udar ar ghneé-
ithe den saol ina cheantar
dtichais Duibhneach, in ait-
eanna éagsula in Eirinn agus
sna Stait Aontaithe. Pictiair
d4 réir. Sulmiuil soleéite.
TRUPALL

TRAPALL 20p

Rainn bheaga 6n mBéaloideas
a chuirfidh gliondar ar chroi
paisti. 22 leathanach de léar-
4idi breatha. Bailithe agus
maisithe ag CLiODHNA
CUSSEN.

FOILSEACHAIN RIALTAIS
AN STUARA,
BAILE ATHA CLIATH 1
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Remember,
with cigareties you
just can’t win!




WE are four vyears old as of
May 1974 T'm talking of
Junior Desk. As we grow older
we get bigger. Now that Ann
Carroll has started her Ladies
Please for the fair sex it can
easily be seen that GAELIC
SPORT (the magazine that is) 1S
coming or has come f{o mean
more in Irish life. Past time
too. With all the imported stufi
on display in the shops, even in
the heart of the country, one
would be forgiven for thinking
this was England and our young
hoys were English kids. But let
us stop patting ourselves on the
back. Junior Desk has proved
that Irish youth want to identify
still. Last month I asked you to
intrcduce one friend to Junior
Desk. The same request 1s made
again on our fourth birthday.
The bigger the club the better
variety offered. New names,
faces, ideas Which reminds me
I seldom receive photos for re-
production now. If you send a
photo make sure it is good and
clear and be careful posting 1it.

CUT-OUT

Our Cut-out this month is that
fine mid-fielder Bobby Millar of
Laois. This particular Cut-out
has been requested by many
Junior Desk fans in the past.
Bobby's display on March 17
was one of the few bright foot-
ball spots 1n an otherwise dull
football day at Croke Park. 1
say football because the club
hurling final between Rathnure

~ DEVOTED T0 THE VIEWS

and Blackrock was always in-
teresting. I think it is time the
Railway Cups were scrapped.
Altogether. Perhaps March 17
is a wrong date with parades on
everywhere but let us not wait
forever trying to find out why
the public have lost interest.

Give them something they are€
interested in and I wonder if the
club finals, for all their zeal,
standard of play etc. are the ans-
wer. Anyhow I've rambled from
my cut-out Bobby Millar — 4
worthy successor of the great
Tommy Murphy., JUNIOR DESK
reader’s may wonder who Tommy
Murphy was. Ask your Dads and
they will tell you or read “The
Foothall Immortals” by Raymond
Smith.

G.A.A. BOOKS

More G.A.A. books have come
on to my shelf,

(1) The third issue of AnN
Déiseach, edited once again by
Seamus (O Braonain, that indefa-
tigable Abbeyside man, 1s excel-
lent. Its full colour cover 1S
great. But easily the outstanding
section this year is a 1973 diary
of events on the local and
national G.A.A. scene relating to
Waterford. It is the best Year-
book I have yet seen. An Déis-
each — Waterford G.A.A. Year-
book 1974 — Price 40p (not
incl, postage) from S. 0 Braon-
ain, Abbeyside, Dungarvan, Co.
Waterford.

(2) The first ever issue of the
Meath G.A.A. Yearbook edited
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OF OUR YOUNGER READERS

_——

by GAELIC SPORT contributor
Noel Coogan is another very good
buy. This is a 40 page glossy
annual and the high points aré
Fr. Paddy Tully’s “Behind the
Scenes in ’49” with some inter-
esting old photos. A profile of
the irrepressible Pat Reynolds,
an interesting Meath Quiz with
quite a number of games, a
Meath best of the period 1949-'73
etc. Meath G.A.A. Yearbook
1974. Price 35p incl. postage
from Gaelic Press Ltd., 21 Great
Denmark St., Dublin 1.

(3) The same publishers as
No. 2 have produced an annual
to commemorate Limerick's great
G.A.A. year in 1973, This 60 page
yearbook is edited by that won-
derful Limerick historian Seamus
O Ceallaigh. 1 liked the full
colour centrepiece of the Limer-
ick hurling team which I under-
stand is 1in calendar form as
well, a You May Not Know That
tithit wvariety section compiled
by the editor, an interview with
Michael ¢ Hehir by Bro. P. P.
Guthrie of Féile na nGael fame

_ Another very good buy.

Limerick Heroes, Price 45p,
does not include postage from
same publishers as No, 2.

(4) The Spirit of the Glen—
a Glen Rovers (Co. Cork) history
priced 80p (not incl. postage) 18
a 156 page documentary of the
Glen Rovers and Christy Ring
history, This is a tremendous
presentation—a wonderful ac-
complishment for this proud

® OVERLEAF
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@ FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

club. Every G.A.A. club should
have a copy of it. The team
photos, everyone named, are a
treat. Ringey gets his due cover-
age but so does Jack Lynch,
Jim Young, Donie O’Donovan,
Eamonn Goulding, John Lyons,
Dave Creedon, Joe Twomey, Josie
Hartnett, Denis Coughlan . . the
list 1s too numerous to continue.
All enquiries should be sent to
Glen Rovers Hurling Club,
Thomas Davis St., Blackpool,
Cork. Furthermore there are no
ads (Just sponsors) and you
MUST get a copy.

COMPETITION

The Spirit of the Glen is such
a fine book that I am offering 10
prizes of this book to the readers
who will send on before May 20
the 10 best replies to the ques
tion “Are Corkmen Ireland’s best
Hurlers?” No age limit this time
but state your age if under 21
and don’t write more than 50
words please, You don’t have to
agree remember!

Finally before we introduce
the Mailbag section I'd like to
welcome the first issue of “Fios”
a newsletter from the recently
formed G.A.A. Communications
Committee, to say well done to
the Offaly G.A.A. Supporters
Club for the very fine free pro-
gramme they prepared for the
Leinster v Combined Universities
football game on February 10 at
Tullamore and to say a sincere
thanks to John B, Murphy of
Ballymac, Kilmallock for sending
on two annuals.

THE SUNDAY
R.T.E. SPORTS
SHOW

“I think it is Rubbish. Rarely
1§ there a Gaelic Games feature.

Coverage on newspapers is ter-
rible too”—

Gerald Traynor, 893 Francis
St., Edenderry, Co. Offaly.

“As far as television goes, if
we want comedy we have Harry
Worth, so let us leave the com-
edy to Harry and give us better
coverage of ‘Gaelic Games in
future” —

Michael Burke, Killeshin Rd.,
Ballickmoyler, Carlow,

“The Sunday Night’s R.T.E.
Sports Show should be abolished.
Why not a G.A.A. Match of the
Day every Sunday?”’—

Gerry Pender, Ballymorris
Upper, Arklow, Co, Wicklow.

“The T.V. Sports Show on
Sunday nights is far too late for
us youngsters but I like the 7
o’clock radio programme’—

Patrick Fox, Printinstown, Del-
vin, Co. Westmeath,

“Too much soccer on the Sun-
day nights R.T.E. Sports Show.
Still they had a very good inter-
view with John Power, the veter-
an Kilkenny star. Much too much
soccer though’—

Mary (’Grady, Ballyconnoe
North, Lisdoonvarna, Co, Clare.

“R.T.E. are not doing anything
for Gaelic games. Rugby followers
must feel happy though. The
Sunday night Laugh In is a
ﬂﬂp”—.

Patrick Leogue, Ballina, Geas-

hill, Co. Offaly.
That’s enough about T.V. It is
obvious that JUNIOR DESK isn’t
too happy with the treatment
meted out to Gaelic Games by
R.T.E. or the newspapers.

MORE FROM
THE MAILBAG

“Ray Cummins was married on
March 19”—

Tom Monre, Walshtown More,
Midleton, Co, Cork.
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® Congratulations from Junior
Desk Ray and Mrs. Cummins.
(J.M.)

“Could Gaelic Sport be pub-
lished weekly at 10p per
1ssue?”’—

John Keane, Emmet Place,
Youghal, Co. Cork.

@ It has been a monthly since
1963. Perhaps it could be published
twice a month during June, July and
August—the hot months for the
G.A.A. (JM.)

“Give us a Cut-Out of Michael
Kearins or Mattie Brennan or
Jack Cosgrove or Brendan
Lynch”—

Sean Henry, Knockmagee, Bal-
lintogher, Co. Sligo.

“I still think Galway will win
the °74 All-Ireland (football).
Could we have a background to
the Cut-Out? Gaelic Sport is
g'I"EHt”—-‘

Mattie McDermott, Ahane, Kil-
kerrin, Ballinasloe, Co, Galway.

@ Hope you are right in your
prediction. (J.M.)

“How about a Cut-Out of
Martin Hickey”—

Michael Hannon, Gortnameeka,
Ballyduff Upper, Co, Waterford.

“Dan Quigley is only 29. He
must come back for Wexford” —

James Jackman, Ferrybank,
Arklow, Co, Wicklow.

@® How about it Dan. (J.M.)

“I want some information on
hurling and football books’—

Douglas Quealey, Clare Abbey,
Clarecastle, Co. Clare.

@ Keep reading JUNIOR DESK
for news of latest books issued. We
need charts of course. But these will
come. (J.M.)

“I got the Connacht Annual.
Very good, The photo of the
Connacht team is of 1958 not
1959. Connacht beat Leinster in
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Ballinasloe that day by 1-11 to

0-7"—
Aiden Donnelly, 2 Leinster St.,

Phibsboro, Dublin.
® You are right Aiden. (J.M.)

“We have a local poet here
named Michael Barry who wrote
The Corkmen of *73"—

Paul Murphy, Mayfield, Co.
Cork.

@® That team deserved such a

tribute. (J.M.)

“1 would like to be a good
sportsman”—

Sein O Coilean, Cearn Mor,
Oran Mér, Co. na Gaillimhe,

@ Good boy Sean. (I1.M.)

“c*ould we have a book full of
Cut-Outs?”’—

Michael] Nolan, Imanebeg,
Barnaderg, Tuam, Co. Galway.

® Over to you Tommy McQunaid.
(J.M.)

“Could we have a Top Scorers
list every month "—

John English, Killeen, Bally-
landers, Co. Limerick.

“T want a Cut-Out of Sean
O'Leary’—

Tom Keniry, Walshiownmore,
Dungourney, Co. Ceork.

So ends another Mailbag. Don’t
forget the competition “Are
Corkmen Ireland’s Best Hurlers”
and don’t forget to introduce
JUNIOR DESK to your friends—
just one friend in each case. If
you want a pen friend or if you
want to say anything boys and
girls write to me at

Junior Desk,
80 Upper Prumcondra Road,
Dublin 1.

Till next month slan agaibh.

o Mok

HEN “The Clash of the
Ash” by Raymond
Smith was published in the
summer of 1972, it was sold
out in a matter of six weeks
or so and in the intervening
period there has been a con-
tinuous demand fer another
hurling book like it.

Limerick’s sweep to Mun-
ster and All-Ireland honours
last year inspired the author
to produce a new full-length
work that would capture all
the highlights of the memor-
able 1973 season and at the
same time give due coverage
to the more recent achieve-
ments of all the other lead-
ing counties, while seeing
these against the background
of the traditions created by
great teams and great play-
ers in earlier decades, like
the ’thirties and ’forties.

Now Raymond Smith has
completed his task and his
350-page Book of Hurling
will appear in mid-June 1in
time for the eagerly-awaited
Munster semi-final clash be-
tween Limerick and Cork or
Waterford.

The book will include a
detailed account of Limer-
ick’'s seventh title win. Smith
travelled to Limerick to talk
to the players and get all the
inside stories behind that
triumph. The views of the
Tipperary men who opposed
them at Thurles and star
players from Kilkenny, Lim-
erick’s opponentg in the All-
Ireland, will also be 1ncor-
porated in the chapters that
will record for all time the
excitement generated by the
success of the Shannonsiders.

“Book of Hurling”

There will be a magnifi-
cent centre spread of eight
pages of full colour, includ-
ing the Limerick team in
full colour and prints that
capture the glory of Munster
Final Day. Cork, Tippérary
and Kilkenny teams also ap-
pear in full colour.

There will be no less than
150 black-and-white photos,
including the finest actfion
shots taken during last
year’'s campaign and some
uniquely - historic photo-
graphs that have never been
published before.

Hurling enthusiasts every-
where when they see this
production will be especially
grateful to  Player-Wills
(Ireland) Ltd. without whose
backing the book could
never have been produced
in these days of ever-rising
costs for newsprint. Otker
national concerns have sup:
ported the venture through
advertising while the GAA
has co-operated fully with
the research. It wag Player-
Wills who made possible
Raymond Smith’s first full-
length history of hurling,
“Decades of Glory” in 1966
and alse his history of foot-
ball, “The Foetball Immor-
tals’’, which is now out of
print. They were also re-
sponsible for the highly-
acclaimed films “Peil” and
“Christy Ring”.

The “Book of Hurling”
will retail at 90p in book-
shops and will be available
direct from the publishers
Creative Press, Creation
House, Botanic Road, Dublin
9 at £1 (including postage).
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First National offers
a new alternatjve
to investors

Life Assurance with yourinterest

Example

Name : Gerard Murray

Age.: 31 years

Sum Invested:  £1,000

Annual Interest £75 (Income Tax Paid)

Life Assurance: £ 3.000

First National Building Society offers you valuable
life assurance cover plus 719 annual interest, tax
paid. Or, if you prefer, you can still invest and earn
8¢ in the usual way.

FIRST NATIONAL BUILDING SOCIETY
Head Office, 105/106 Grafton Street,
Dublin 2 Tel. 779031/5
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bacon joints,
puddings-

all with that

\
k!

Sausages;, rashers,

<

\

mighty meaty flavour

IRISH PHOTO ENGRAVING Co. Ltd.

CUFFE LANE (off CUFFE STREET)
Near St. Stephen’s Green,

DUBLIN 2 — Tel.

756121

Publisked by “Gaelic Sport”. Printed by Cityview Press Ltd., 32 Portland Place, N.C.R., Dublin 1.
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Bobby
Millar

Laois

Age: 23

Height : 6-1

Weight : 13 st.

Club : Timahoe

Position :
Midfield

Senior Inter-
County Debut :
1968

CAREER
HIGHLIGHTS

Bobby is a student ¥
at Athlone Regional

College. He was ¥

only 15 when he

made his senior *

debut with his club,

and the following ¥

year he played with ¥

Laois in the minor

and under-21 grades. ¥

Called up to the

Laois genior foot- ¥
ball side when he

was 17, he helped ¥

his club to their

last County Senior ‘¥

Championship win ¥

in 1969, and last St.
Patrick’s Day he ‘*

climaxed five

appearances with ¥

Leinster by winning

a Railway Cup ¥.
football medal. His

uncle, Dick Millar, ¥-

captained Laois to

their only National ‘¥'
Football League ¥
title in 1927. ‘¥
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in Pigs:
Do you know these basic facts?
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Most pig farms show infestation by

two or three worm types.
Use a wormer which copes with a//

Most pig farmers are well aware of the
harmful effects of large roundworm

e B e s e | - - = e

1 There are four types of worms.

R I R  —————

(ascaris). But stomach worm (Hyo- types of worm. Irregular dosing with

: strongylus), nodular worm (Oesophago- outdated preparations may not only

| stomum) and lungworm (Metastrongylus) endanger herd health, but can be largely

| dangers, are not so well known. Today, ineffective. If you are going to dose at all.

| these three worms are probably more then it makes sense to do the job properly.

I important than the large roundworm as a

| major cause of loss in productivity. In ICI's Pig Wormer is the only pig
recent years piperazine has been used to 4 wormer that includes full activity

i control roundworm, and has been against lungworms.

i combined with other drugs to control Not only that, but itremoves both mature

| stomach and nodular worms. and immature worms of all important types.

| But none of these preparations It can safely be given to young, heavily

| control lungworm. infected pigs and to in-pig gilts and sows.

fﬁ 't is free-flowing, easy to measure, and

| 2 Long before worms show, they pigs like the taste of it, In both dry and

| can cripple herd performance. wet meal. Get the full facts from [Cl's

1' Sows can eat greedily, but fail to booklet, obtainable from your supplier or
make proper use of the food. So infectec the address below.
sows rarely produce enough milk to suckle

bonhams proper'y. Result ? Growth rate

reduced and needless expense on extra
feeding incurred. And if infection becomes
| heavy, you can suffer ruinous bonham
r losses. ek

ICI (lreland) Ltd.,
5-9 South Frederick St.,
Dublin2. Tel : 771831

B > CORMULA  Tetramisole, Hydrochloride 10% w/w,
' Lactose 87.3% w/w, Acacia (powder) 2.7 w/w.




