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THE ALL-ACTION G.A.A.

FAMILY MAGAZINE

LADIES PLEASE!

Great new feature for
ladies of all ages.
Edited by Camogie star,
Ann Carroll.

JUNIOR DESK!

Devoted to the views

of our younger readers.
Edited by former Galway
star, Jack Mahon.

PLUS

Ireland’s leading G.A A.
writers combining to
give you all the inside
GC.AA news — as it
happens !



AIB Wembley

Don’t miss the

Games.
(Sponsored by Allied Irish Banks.)

Allied Irish Banks are pleased to announce sponsorship of the
1974 AIB Wembley Games on the 26th of May. This year will feature
matches between Cork and Galway, Limerick and Kilkenny, which

means in fact, re-plays of last year’s All Ireland Finals. These games
should prove to be one of the highlights of the 1974 sporting calendar.

You will find Allied Irish Banks at:

Bruton Street, Hammersmith,

Holloway Road, kilburn, Tooting, Wembley
.nd also in Birkenhead, Birmingham (2),
Bristol, Coventry, Glasgow, Leeds,
Liverpool and Manchester.

Regional Head Office for Britain:

8 Throgmorton Avenue, London EC2N2ZDR.
Tel. 01 588 0691 Telex 883814,

Branches in London at Throgmorton Ave.,



Why ga

when you ramble?
With a CIE Rambler Ticket, you're
sure of reaching your destination

on time. In comfort. And, as 1t’s good

=t fOr fifteen full days, &

¥ the places you want
visit. No hitches. No hold-ups. For
£12 you can travel anywhere
by train. And for another £3 you’'ll
have all provincial bus services, too.
Get your Rambler Ticket from your
e local Travel Agent, (R »
any CIE Station or (LY %
office, or at CIE {4V 2
Booking Office, . AL
59 Upper O’Connell St.,”
®® Dublin |. Tel 46301.

' [',||§ ' Ramblier vickets-Anywhere you wander
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DEPLORABLE!

NOTHER classic example in presenting an unfavourable
image not only to the public in general, but to the players
and genuine supporters as well. That must be the verdict on the
almost unbelievable situation that arose on National Hurling
League final day when the trophy was not on hand for presenta-
tion to Cork immediately after their great win over Limerick.
Nor did it help the prestige of the Association when there

'was a mock-presentation to Cork captain John Horgan, of a

trophy won earlier in the day by North Tipperary in the All-
Ireland Vocational Schools Hurling final.

The entire exercise was a poor public relations job. More
than that, it was an insult to the victorious team.

The National Leagues are second only in importance to the
Senior Championships. The players, who have to battle so often
in uninviting winter conditions for the points that prove the
basis for a title win, are at least entitled to expect that at their
rioment of triumph the appropriate trophy is available for
presentation.

It will be argued that the Limerick episode is not typical of
major finals. We agree. It will also be said that in an organisa-
tion as large and as complex as the G.A.A., certain faults and
shortcomings are bound to occur from time to time. Again, we
will go along with this.

But the important thing is to profit from any experience.
And, in this regard, we can’t help recalling that just over two
years ago no trophy was available for presentation to Bellaghy,
of Derry, after their win over U.C.C. at Croke Park in another
major game—an All-Ireland Club Senior Football Championship
final.

Is it too much to expect now, in the light of the Limerick
experience, that steps will be taken to ensure that in future all
trophies are on hand for presentation to the winners following
all major finals?

While on this subject — pageantry is an important and
colourful part of any big occasion. This can be over-played, of
course. Remember the criticism following a recent All-Ireland
senior final.

However, the presentation of a trophy to the winning cap-
tain is always a magical moment for the players and supporters
of the team concerned. Every effort, then, should be made to
ensure that at all venues the ceremony is conducted at a van-
tage point that enables all interested to share fully in the
occasion.

There have been instances away from Croke Park when
much of the glamour of the occasion has been lost through the
ceremony being held on the playing pitch, and with no back up
from the public address system.
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The first principle and g
objective of the Texaco company:

‘“to deliver to customers only products
of high quality at fair prices and to serve
them in such a manner as to earn their
continuing respect, confidence and loyalty
both before and after sale™

TEXACO (IRELAND) LTD., TEXACO HOUSE, BALLSBRIDGE, DUBLIN 4.
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(HE finals

of the National

Leagues (other than the
football replay) dominate this
month’s ratings, but happenings
in other games are also promin-
ently reflected.

For instance, Monaghan had a
rare win over Cavan in the Dr.
McKenna Cup semi-final, and
Paddy Donnelly, who did much
to fashion that success by shoot-
ing 2-3, gives the county the un-
usual distinction of being repre-
sented in the football chart for
the second month in succession.

Then, in hurling, the new All-
Ireland “B” Championship open-
ed, and two of the stars of the
first series of games were Eddie
Donnelly (Antrim) and Jack
O’Connell (Kildare). 1In fact,
they are the only hurlers outside
of Cork and Limerick to earn
ranking this month.

Cork’s run-away win over Lim-
erick results in the county earn-
ing no fewer than six places.
Some may feel that this is too
high a representation, but such
was the majesty of the Cork

MASTERLY DISPLAY BY
ROSCOMMON'S PAT LINDSAY
EARNS TOP FOOTBALL RATING

men’s hurling, when taking the
Shannonsiders apart, that the
county’s near monopoly of the top
ten is, indeed, well deserved.

After all, if Pat Hegarty, who
heads the chart with nine points,
was a glittering star, he was
strongly pressed in this regard
by Mick Malone, three-goal hero
Eamonn  O’Donoghue, Martin
Doherty, who proved such a
capable deputy for Brian Murphy,
and John  Horgan. Charlie
McCarthy who only came into the
final as a substitute, still left an
important imprint on the game.

Horgan and McCarthy are the
only hurlers to improve on their
over-al]l] points records.

One of the best features of
Roscommon’s gallant National
Football League final debut was
the power-packed full back play
of Pat Lindsay. His mastery of
the role in the difficult condi-
tions mark him out as our man of
the match.

Tommy Carew and Jack
Donnelly, prominent in Kildare’s
League Division II final win over

S s

Dublin, and Hugh Niblock, to the
fore with Derry in the McKenna
Cup, are others to win recogni-

tion.
HURLING

9 P. Hegarty (Cork) ......... 9
8 M. Malone (Cork) ......... 8
8 E. O’Donoghue (Cork) ... 8
8 M. Doherty (Cork) ......... 8
T J. Horgan (Cork) .coeinviii 16
6 C. McCarthy (Cork) ......... 13
6 E. Donnelly (Antrim) ... 6
5 J. 0Connell (Kildare) ... 5
5 F. Nolan (Limerick) ...... 5
5 T. Ryan (Limerick) ......... 5

FOOTBALL

9 P. Lindsay (Roscommon) 9
8 D. Earley (Roscommon) ... 15
8 H. Keegan (Roscommon) 8
8 D. O’Sullivan (Kerry) ...... 8
7 M., O’Sullivan (Kerry) ...... T
7 J. Finnegan (Roscommon) 7
7 P. Donnelly (Monaghan) 7
7 T. Carew (Kildare) ...... 74
6 J. Donnelly (Kildare) ...... 6
6 H. Niblock (Derry) ...... 6
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. Donnelly
(Kildare)

' D. Earle
(Roscommon)

D. O’Sullivan
(Kerry)

(Limerick)




® Gerald McCarthy (Cork) who gave a brilliant

display against Limerick in the National Hurling

League Final.

DECLARATION made by Billy Morgan on the night the vic.-

torious Cork footballers returned home last Sentember may yet
come back to haunt non-Corkonians who didn’t take it seriously.
“Cork’s next goal should be the senior double,” said Billy and when
his utterance was reported it was dismissed as an example of excite-
ment running wild on an understandably emotional occasion.

Now it doesn’t look such an
outlandish target. Certainly not
after Cork’s astonishingly over-
whelming triumph in last month’s
National Hurling League Final.
They are the defending foothall
champions and already the hurl-
ers have been installed as flam-
ing hot favourites to capture the
Liam McCarthy Cup.

Of course, it’s a very elusive
thing this senior championship
double. Only two conunties have

achieved it — Cork 1n 1890 and
Tipperary in 1895 and 1900. The
Sam Maguire and Liam McCarthy

Iérf'e M c;;;rh y
(Cork)

6

MORGAN'’S WISH
COULD YET

COME TRUE

Cups, in fact, have never rested
in the same county; they didm’t
exist when Tipp. brought off the
double nearly 74 years ago.

In modern times only Cork has
come anywhere near repeating it
—in 1956 when they had their
hurlers and footballers in the two
finals. Moreover, only Cork 1in
these intensely competitive days
can be reckoned to have any
reasonable prospects of doing it
again. The other strong hurling
counties have no hope of success
in the football championship and
the likely football winners won't
even win a provincial title in
hurling.

It’s worth noting that in latter
times Cork have been concerned
in hurling-football doubles in
other grades. They won the two
titles in junior in 1955, the two
minor championships in ’67 and
'69 and the pair of under-21s in
1970 and "71. So, more than ever
before, we’ll be keeping very
close watch on their senior teams
this summer.

The annals of hurling particu-
larly are enriched with many
notable Cork victories, but that
League final win in Limerick
was one of the most remarkable
of all. Astounding not because
they won, but because they ut-
terly demolished the All-Ireland
champions.

Yet, last July when Cork were
sent hurtling out of the cham-
pionship in their very first game
on this same Limerick ground,




caught in an avalanche of late
Tipperary goals, who could have
reasonably predicted such a com-
prehensive triumph 10 months
later?

Enormous credit is due to them
for their tremendous recovery in
the 197374 League. Since last
autumn I’ve been saying that the
hurlers wouldn’t allow them-
selves to linger too long in the
footballers’ shadows. Hurling
means so much to Corkmen that
it was, I'm certain, painful to a
lot of them to see the county
going wild over the football team.
That sort of thing rankles with
Cork hurlers,

That surely, at least partially,
explains the zeal they displayed
in the League final. Frequently
in the past I have seen Cork
hurlers play with fierce ardour,
but this surpassed anything in my
memory,

Determination is altogether too
mild a word to describe what
they put into their display on
May 5, resoluteness 1isn't even
strong enough to sum it up.
There was fiery defiance—almost
contempt—thrown in Limerick’s
teeth. The mood of those Cork-
men seemed to suggest they had
abandoned persona]l safety and
were willing to storm the most
heavily guarded citadel. Even
concrete walls wouldn’t have
stopped them. Yet, I never got
the feeling as I watched them
that it was grim intensity that
possessed them in that game. On
the contrary they were exuber-
antly, joyously super-efficient.

There wasn’'t a weak link
among the 16 — the side that
lined-out plus Charlie McCarthy.
But special tribute must be paid
to three of them. Martin
O’Doherty, who has had some
disappointments in defence, was
belatedly called upon to deputise
at full-back and he carried out
his task splendidly. At last it
seems he has established himself
in senior ranks, but now he has
raised the problem of where he
is to be fittedrin.

@® Martin O’ Doherty (Cork) now firmly established in the senior ranks.

For Pat Hegarty it was the
sweetest imaginable return to the
team after 17 months. His non-
stop activity and spirited eager-
ness typified Cork’s performance.
Mick Malone, recalled to the
panel only in mid-week, was no
less energetic, playing with pas
sionate resolution against no less
a full-back than Pat Hartigan.

Nor must we forget the master-

7

ful display of John Horgan In
defence, the elegance and self-
assurance of Denis Coughlan —
having his best game in hurling
or football for some time — the
return to top form by Gerald
McCarthy nor the devastation
created by Eamonn O’Donoghue
and Seanie Leary.

As I said we’ll be keeping our
eyes on them this summer.
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best ever book

on money
management...

There's a great book down at your local Bank
of Ireland office. It’ll help you manage better
financially. Help you to use your money more
skillfully, plan for the future, keep track of your
spending, and enjoy all the advantages of
having money with you without the risk of
carrying it around. The name of this book ?
Bank of Ireland cheque book.

\
\

\

Ay
"&h‘ \ AU
LY

k! ! Wy
u':-.'- \ A A ".'i"l'“" ..
o
L] L L% LA 1'1._.._‘-.1|.-1L..I-_

N
LI

AR

......
______
e

u
_____________

......
‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

Bank cfIreland

L

El v F
11111111111




ULSTER VIEWPOINT

By DAN McAREAVY

Role of referee
harder than ever

ELL, thanks to the reforming
zeal of our Congresg dele-
sates the die has been cast and
now it is up to team mentors,
players and — perhaps most im-
portantly of all — the referees
to give us the most exciting and
unpredictable championship for
years,

That in a nutshell would ap-
pear to be the general reaction
in the North to the most radical
overhaul ever of the playing
rules.

By the time this piece appears
in print we will have had roughly
a fortnight’s foretaste of the new
dispensation but clearly the real
test will come in June when the
championship chips are down.

Most of the fears that ths old
no-change stance would again
prevail proved unfounded in
Sligo’s 'Summerhill College and
ogiving credit where credit 1s due
it’s full marks to the liberal
lobby on holding off the tradi-
tional not-an-inch wing,

All concerned with the staging
of our games face a mammoth
task of re-adjustment — just how
great I don’t think is fully real-
ised yet — in face of the gweep-
ing changes which now have the
force of law.

That second parallelogram —
14 vards x 21 yards — can well
prove the most expensive sin box
in the sporting world unless de-
fenders keep their cool and un-
less referees are on strict alert
for the forward tempted to buy
a free within the area. (If the

y

referce has been a key figure
in the past he is even more so
now ).

Attackers will have to remem-
ber too that it will be an offence
to be inside the existing smaller
parallelogram before the ball
enters it during play. This pro-
posal should eliminate much of
the “‘square ball” argument and
as such is to he heartily wel-
comed.

I was intrigued by the divided
views on the protection of the
goalkeeper with the last line
man in football freed from being
charged within the old “square”
in contrast to his hurling coun-
terpart who apparently wished
for no such immunity. (Another
problem here for the dual de-
feree)).

Players and spectators alike
will surely be glad to see the
end of the so called third man
tackle. The temporary rule 1s
reasonably explicit on this point:
“Charging a playsr unless he 1s
in possession or is about to play
the ball shall be a foul.” A note
to the rule adds: “A fair charge
is defined as side to side with
at least one foot on the ground.

Nor has life bscome any easier
for the persistent fouler who may
now be dismissed after an initial
warning while the temperamen-
tal ‘“‘star” who sees fit to show
dissent with a decision will be
penalised by having the pball
placed nearer his goal. Person-
ally I would like fo have seen
Congress going further on this
latter point.

9

It will be intcresting, too, to
see what players make of the
return of the old style hand pass
which was outlawed away back
In 1950 I remember that Con-
gress particularly well and to
this day I cannot fathom why
Antrim supported the abolition
move, with the hand pass one of
the most lethal weapons in their
armoury. Now a whole new
generation of players have the
option of using this technique.

On the no-change front at
Sligo I was very pleased that the
proposal to axe the solo run was
turned down. Rightly or wrongly
I believe a ban on this gambit
would have represented a penalty
on skill, affecting not least
Ulster players.

But having said all that how
will the Northern championships
go this year? When the draw was
made several months ago it look-
ed the most open contest in years
and results since then, coupled
with the various changes in the
playing rules have made con-
fusion doubly confused.

For example the Dr. McKenna

Cup competition, generally
regarded as at least a loose
guide to the championship,

has thrown up several major up-
sets in the early stages with
Monaghan fbrushing aside Ar-
magh and then provincial cham-
pions Tyrone; 'Cavan looking
quite dangerous indeed against
Fermanagh: Derry, after tleing

© OVERLEAF
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with Donegal, racing to an out-
size win in the replay and An-
trim laying the Down bogey —
with 10 points to spare — at Case-
ment Park,

The complete draw for the
championship is as follows and
gives some idea of the hazard-
ous task of the forecaster:

June 2 — Antrim v. Down
(preliminary round game at Lur-
gan); June 9 — Antrim v. Fer-

managh at Belfast and Derry v.
Monaghan at Ballinascreen: June
16 — Tyrone v. Donegal at
Omagh; June 23 — Cavan v. Ar-
magh or Down at Cavan.

July 7 — semi-final A — An-
trim or Fermanagh v. Donegal
or Tyrone; July 14 — semi-final
B—Derry or Monaghan v. Ar-
magh or Cavan or Down.

Both Armagh and Down have
seen better days but this should
not detract from the interest in
their clash at Lurgan when the
Mourne men will be favourites
but I have a hunch that the
homesters may just end a long,
long run of defeats against their
ncar neighbours.

Home advantage may see An-
trim through against Fermanagh
and Derry will be the popular
choice to spike Monaghan’s very
welcome revival.

Tyrone and Donegal join forces
in what is easily the game of the
round and despite indifferent
form of late I expect Jody
O’Neill’s charges to hold on to
their title at least at thig first
hurdle.

Cavan seem to be in with a
great chance against Armagh or
Down but again it could be very
close indeed.

It’s really in the melting pot
and T would suggest that a few
new pence on all the home sides
might be a sound enough invest-
ment., Anyway outside tossing a
coln it’s as sound a way as any
of tipping such even clashes.

Time enough to look at the
semi-finals next month,



CAN CORK
RETAIN
FOOTBALL
CROWN?

By EAMONN YOUNG

“TH—IEY’-RE a bit unsettled,” he said, “they worked
very hard last year and a lot of things went
right for them. They showed plenty of ability,
Doney Donovan had them well trained, the club
championship got them all well tuned-up early and
the selectors managed them well on the field. They
would have beaten anybody including Offaly . . . but
this year I don’t like them quite as much. I don’t
really know what is wrong”. And he wandered away
from me almost oblivious, pondering, thinking.

Many like him have said that the Cork football
team this year won't go far. Some have said they
were not as good a team at all as they looked last
vear and that in Clare, Kerry, Tyrone and Galway
they met nothing. Without a doubt the Galway side
of 773 wouldn’t keep the ball kicked out to the Sean
Purcell-Frank Stockwell-Jack Mangan-Mattie Mec-
Donagh-Joe Young-Jack Mahon team which Cork
beat in the fifties (without winning an All-Ireland)
but all I'm concerned with is the fact that in 73 a
football team from down here beat all it met and
that’'s what's called a championship. This year is
another tournament and let’s take a look at it. And
as far as I'm concerned this alleged restlessness
which worried my friend exists only in the minds
of those who daily turn pimples to boils and howling
dogs to banshees in the night.

What is the formula for success in games? A
pane]l of merit, motivation, guidance, and average
opposition. Twenty-five players who can kick a ball
well, the desire to write Cork’s name on the Sam
Maguire Cup again, the management of shrewd silent
men behind the door, and the absence from the
competitive scene of the star opposition . . . Let’s
see if we can estimate the situation.

Cork’s panel of 74 shows the fifteen which won
the cup last year. The five subs Mick Scannell,

Il

@ DONIE O’DONOVAN . . . Can his charges retain
the Sam Maguire Cup?
Donal Hunt, Seamus Coughlan, Teddy O’Brien and
Robert Wilmot have not packed up the game. Martin
Doherty and Billy Field who were injured are back
playing for some time and in fact the improved
Doherty wasn’t badly injured anyhow. Add to
these, new men like Jerry Lynch, Sean Murphy of
Kilmurry, Tony Murphy, Noel Crowley and you're
in there with a panel as complete as the next man’s.

Ray Cummins was married, is building his own
house, and was tired of playing. He needed a rest
and got one. He missed the hurling league final
due to a mouth injury picked up against Rathnure,
when he was not playing the ball. But he should
be playing busily again this season. Billy Field
who broke an ankle in the semi-final against Tir
Eoghain last August was out of the game for several
months but is now back in action. He is not as
smart as in ’73, naturally enough but these come-
backs after injury take time. A return to his old
quick-thinking, straight-kicking form would be an
asset.

Motivation is the next item. Fame, a good time,
an Alldlreland m=dal, the exhilaration of victory,
your name on the lips of the lads walking the road

.. all this is the legitimate aspiration of youth and
as far as I can see there is no difference between
the young men of Cork and those of any other coun-
ty. When you have won three in a row, or four in a
row like Kerry and Wexford, a slight reduction in
enthusiasm is natural and that, reflected in an
absence from the training ground, means less power
in the legs and then you're gone for the milk. But
our lads have not won enough for them to get blasé
about it and in fact they have had enough defecats
since the All-Ireland final to get that appetite nicely
whetted again, keen enough perhaps to take Kerry
@ TO PAGE 13




P!anrmg mt watched by eager yaung ang!er.s.

A Question of Caring

To provide the power which is essential to our civilisation, generating
stations must be built, transmission lines must be erected, rivers must
be harnessed.

In doing these things the ESB keeps the environment constantly in
mind. Care is taken to restore areas which have been disturbed. New
amenities and new beauty are created and new lakes are formed which
provide facilities for sailing, rowing and fishing.

Landscaping, tree and flower planting at ESB stations, rearing and
planting out young salmon and trout in rivers and lakes, these are just
some of the ways in which the ESB conserves and improves the environ-
ment for the people whom it serves.




® FROM PAGE 11
as an aperitif in July. No I don’t see any reason
to say that the boys aren’t keen to win this year.

Guidance from the sideline is vital and every
one of us has seen the disaster attendant on its
absence. The handlers have the job of selecting
q panel, g:tting it together, instilling 1t with the
right outlook, training it, selecting the square pegs
for square holes and round ones for the others, intro-
ducing the right subs at the right time and of
analysing each match so that lessons are learned.

Doney Donovan as trainer has justly won the
respect of the players. A small, quiet man (at times)
he knows how to get the best out of everyone and
this vear he could be even more efficlent,
though to be honest I can’t say what he hasn’t done
last year. The selectors are essentially the same
men and the medical advisor of last year Dr. Paddy
Fitzgerald now combines in a serene smiling person
the added duties of selection. I think that is all to
the good. Last year the selectors and trainer work-
ing in close harmony made a few precise moves and
read their games well. I don’t think they left their
brains in San Franeisco.

Now what of the opposition ? A Dublin sports
journalist said to me the other day, he thought the
standard was generally low. To be honest I haven’t
had a chance to see many of the teams in the
northern half over the last few months so I just
don’t know but at least the League fina]l] was a fair
indication.

If Cork get over Tipp or Clare what about
the boys from the blue mountains and purple valleys
of the Kingdom ? They're fine chaps, young and
middle-aged but where a Munster final is concerned
I'd prefer to trust my hand in a ferret’s mouth.
The Kingdom have shown they’re good. That match
which Cork barely won in Killarney last winter was
the best League game I have seen and by now Kerry
are better. Then they have the five goal bottom-
smacking w3z gave them 1in Cork last year to
urge them on and in fact there will be at least a
few of them, jumping four feet off the ground with
fright in case of a repeat. And when the honest-
to-God sportsman has that lead-up he’s a very hard
man to pass. So we can forget about All-Irelands
until the Munster championship is won. After that
let ’em all come.

To sum up we have the players, the managers,
the motivation and good but not star opposition. We
have a sportsman’s chance. What more do we want?
Another year for the Sam Maguire at home In
Cork, of course.

A proud Billy Morgan and colleague Denis

Coughlan hold aloft the “Sam Maguire”

after Cork’s historic ’73 football champion-
ship triumph.
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Edited by ANN CARROLL

THE biggest talking point in Association circles in the past

few years has been the Report of the Commission which
sat to examine all aspects of the G.A.A. Most of its recom-
mendations were accepted at the Special Congress in Decem-
ber, 1972, but it was only last April that the first of the
full-time appointments recommended by the Commission

was made.

The first new officer is Muiris
De Prionnbhiol, who was app-
ointed to the post of Stidrthéir
Forbartha immediately after
Easter on secondment from the
Civil Service. Since long term
planning and development pro-
grammes are among his terms of
reference it is of considerable in-
terest to us females what role he
sees for us in the future Gaelic
Athletic Association. So I called
into Croke Park to seek Muiris’s
views on the topic.

I first asked him what
“secondment” from the Civil Ser-
vice meant. He explained that
he was on loan from the Civil
Service to the G.A.A. and that
he continued to be a Civil Ser-
vant and subject to Civil Service
rules and regulations. The new
Job meant no change in salary
and he will continue to be paid
by the Department of Finance
with the G.A.A. recouping his
salary to the Department. Des-
pite being very busy preparing
his input for the Camogie Ad-
ministration Course he was most
generous with his time and
clearly showed enthusiasm for
the part ladies can play in G.A.A.
life. His initial reaction to my
query was that women had
always been involved in the
G.A.A. but that they could make
a “much greater contribution” to

the running of G.A.A. Clubs. He
feels their potential has not been
fully utiiised in many aspects.
Muiris spoke not about general
G.A.A. policy in regard to
women’s involvement but put for-
ward his ideas by taking a speci-
fic example, that of his own Club.,
Blessed Oliver Plunketts G.A.A.
Club, Navan Road, and the activ-
ities of its lady members. The
club has a Women’s Section,
membership of which consists
mainly of committee members’
wives and their friends and they
meet once a fortnight. Activi-
ties vary at these get-togethers
and often visiting speakers are
invited to contribute. Besides
these regular meetings they also
provide what he calls “back up
services to the G.A.A. Club.”
Examples of their efforts include
the usual job of providing teas
and meals at functions. They
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Muiris De Prionnbhiol
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provide accommodation in their
hcmes for  visiting  juvenile
teams, including accommodation
and meals for the bi-annual visit
to the parish of the Oban High
school Shinty team. They or-
ganise from A to Z the Club’s
Annual Dinner—a very big job
indeed. They also cater at the
yearly function for their “Player
of the Year” Awards. The Dev.
elopment Director feels that such
involvement by the ladies saves
them from the feeling of being
G.A.A. “widows”. They fee] they
are also participating in the
Club’s affairs and so come fto
understand more than other
wives, the commitments of their
husbands to the Club.

However there is an aspect of
Club activity where the ladies
expertise is even more invaluable
and that 1s the money aspect.
The fund raising events would be
much less effective but for the
enthusiastic organising ability of
the female members. Apart from
Cake Sales and other small
efforts which provide ready cash
for all worthwhile causes within
the club, the main annual fund
raising and social event is the
Aeriocht/Fete. Over two hun-
dred helpers, of whom 50%
would be ladies, are needed each
year to ensure the smooth run-
ning of the event. Apart from
helping in the administrative
side of the Aeriocht the women
look after the stalls, raffles, the
wheel of fortune, cake and book
sales and many other attractions
at the Navan Road venue.

Muiris cited the activities of



this small club to prove his point
that there is no reason why all
G.A.A. clubs should not have a
ladies section. A club premises
is most important—to ensure the
success of this idea—and here he
stressed that being a small club
does not necessarily mean that a
clubhouse 1s beyond its means.
Blessed Oliver Plunkett’s Club
meet in a small hut converted
by the members from what was
once a ‘“hen house”! He feels
that every club should have
some sort of building — some-
where to meet — somewhere to
make a cup of tea. But with or
without a club house a ladies
section is important because it is
desirable to create opportunities
for social contact between young
people. As an important adden-
dum he also suggested that when
clubs are planning their social
centres 1t 1s 1ncumbent wupon
them to consult the ladies about
the layout—a view with which I
heartily agree.

On odd occasions 1n recent
years, women have appeared on
lists of elected officers in G.A.A.
clubs. Would he envisage even
more involvement on the part of
women in this administrative
field. “Yes and particularly as
assistants to club secretaries
where they would do minute
taking, type letters and other
specific duties,”” was his com-
ment. He also feels that such
help  would add considerably to
the efficiency of G.A.A. clubs.

Being more than interested I
could not resist talking to Muiris
about the Camogie Administra-
tion course. The speakers at this
course were mainly from the
G.A.A., Dr. Donal Keenan, Sean
O Siochain and Muiris de Prionn-
bhiol, himself, were among the
contributors. Muiris feels that co-
operation such as this, is to the
benefit of both associations. In
his preparatory notes he made
one very significant propcesal
which I think would be a very
positive step towards such co-
operation. He suggests a pilot
scheme for the development of
camogie in a county backed by,

ANNE SHEEHY

ECENTLY 1 spoke with Anne
Sheehy, Personal Secretary to
G.A.A. Director General, Sean
O Siochain. Anne and I have
known each other from schooldays
when we frequently met on the
camogie field. At that time she played

- for Holy Faith, Clontarf, with whom she /=

won three Leinster Colleges medals.
Anne’s interest in G.A.A. affairs
gaes back to her childhsod, from the time

her father, an ardent G.A.A. fan, brought

her along to Croke Park every Sunday. She
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absolutely loves working in Croke Park and says you couldn’t
find a more kind and considerate person than her boss.
Something which has never ceased to amaze her is the vast
amount of voluntary effort put into the G.A.A. by officials
throughout the country. An example of this is the tremendous
work done by County Secretaries in connection with the San

Francisco trips.

She considers herself very lucky to be paid for what she
enjoys doing so much. The work is not always easy and coming
up to All-Ireland time a twelve-hour day is not uncommon.

Anne’s biggest headache at this time is tickets, people ex-
pect you (o have them on demand and can not understand when
the answer is No. It is not generally realised outside the mem-
bership of the G.A.A. that tickets are distributed through clubs,
only a very small number are kept in Croke Park and these
are earmarked well in advance of the All-Ireland Finals.

Anne now plays for Austin-Stacks and has won two All-
Ireland Club Championship medals, in 1971-72 and 1972-73.
When she is not working or playing she enjoys dressmaking
and interior decorating. She is also the unpaid official photo-
grapher for “Camogie”’ magazine which at present is in some
financial difficulty but Anne and her colleagues are confident

they can overcome these problems,
Wwwﬂﬂww

among other things, a public re-
lations  compaign, exhibiticn
matches, a team of voluntary de-
velopment officers and special
week-end coaching courses, To
me this is a very attractive idea
because if such a scheme suc-
ceeds, not alone would camogie
and the G.A.A, benefit, but 1t
could lead eventually to greater
involvement of even non-camogie
ladies in the local G.A.A. club’s
social life and this is something
that both associations are siriv-
ing for.

On that note I finish—please
keep those letters coming in 2nd
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next month I hope to answer
some of your queries.
Send your letters to me:
c/o0 GAELIC SPORT,
80 Upper Drumcondra Road,
Dublin 9.

P.S.—My thanks to Jack Mahon
for his words of welcome—He is
setting a high standard for us to
match. I hope the children enjoy
his column as much as I do!
Thanks Jack—keep up the good
work.

Jo (2t
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LEITRIM GOING

NE would imagine that long
before this the Leitrim
County Board would have taken
steps to try to raise the level of
the county’s football standard.
It seems a bit late to be taking
action now . . . like bolting the
door when the horse has gone.

But perhaps Leitrim’s prob-
lem was their inability to find the
right man . . . a man with the
gqualities to break through the
morass of despondency which
has stifled the potential of even
the most enthusaistic.

It is not easy to shed off
despondency when despondency
is all around you. For when
apathy is widespread among a
community the people become
accustomed to it. And because
this apathy does not transgress
the values or mores of the com-
munity, it becomes acceptable.

Only when Jeadership emerges,
and through it the lifestyle of
the community is questioned,
does introspection begin.

Perhaps this is what is hap-
pening just now among the Lel-
trim football community. For the
appointment of Dermot Gannon
as team manager seems a good
move . . . so good in fact that
one wonders why it took so long.

Dermot himself does not know
the reason. And in his own mod-
est way claims that in fact he 1is
not manager as such. “It was
obvious that something had to be
done about football 1n the
county,” he told me,

“Sp the County Board acquired

the services of Noel Henry, a
bank official in Drumshanbo, to
train the team for the coming
championship. They asked me if
I would act as coach and when
I agreed, they decided to call me
manager.”

The choice of Dermot Gannon
will be a popular one within the
county. He has given over ten
years’ loyal service to the
county’s first team and in fact
played with the team in the Nat-
ional League campaign that has
just ended. He has quit now
and hopes he can be of some ser-

. vice to the young players emerg-

iﬂg-_-
He laments the fact that the
spirit among players in the

county has been allowed to drop

so low. -No programme of train-
ing was ever drawn up and when
the championship came along the
plavers were thrown out into the
game ‘“‘red raw’.

“This is the first time any real -

move has been made to try to
wring some sort of spirit out of
the players, and while I do not
expect changes overnight, it is at
least a start.”

Already there are signs that
the appointments of Dermot Gan-
non and Noel Henry, who is a
native of Lanesboro, are begin-
ning to work. Having ended the
league with a total of only three
points . . . a win over Armagh
and a draw with Monaghan .
the team has been acquitting it-
self reasonably well in chall-enge
games recently.

They have beaten Westmeath
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By Sean Rice

and Longford, although neither
was at full strength, but perhaps
their greatest fillip was to hold
Fermanagh, one of the {top
teams in Ulster, to a single point.
All these are encouraging signs
for Dermot Gannon, but he em-
phasises that Leitrim’s climb
will be slow and painful. “At the
moment we do not have the right
players to man the vital positions
in the team. If we had good
players in these positions, we
have enough wing men to hold
our own with any team. But at
the moment we have players at
midfield who are natural for-
wards and this is taking from
their overall performances.”

But most of the players are
young, and much more Import-
ant, most of them come from
within the county. This 1s one
of the first vital steps towards
developing team spirit and it is
a far cry from the days, now so

long ago, when thirteen mem-
bers of the team lived outside
the county.

“Up to this most of the

players would never see each
other from one game to the
next,” said Dermot. “We have
begun to change this which is
vitally important if a team spirit
1s to develop.”

He confessed to holding out
little hope for a Leitrim victory
over Sligo in the first round of
the championship at Carrick-on-
Shannon this month. But he will
be satisfied if there is an im-
provement on recent years’ first-
round games.

For essentially his campaign 1s
a long term one aimed at uplift-
ing the whole approach to foot-
ball by Leitrim’s young men. It
is a courageous assignment which
will need co-operation. For its
success could have the effect of
elevating, not only the sports
conditions, but perhaps the social
and economic conditions of the
county as a whole.
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ON TIPPERARY

UNSTERMEN have been exhibiting their well-

known superiority complex as regards hurling
in the last couple of months with an almost sicken-
Ing chauvinism. To a man they have been behaving
as though God had finally settled in his heaven and
set about getting the world to rights, making his
first objective the creation of a special Eden where
Munster’s hurlers could play against one another
to their hearts’ content without even having to
think about any outside influences.

The manner in which the prime Leinster chal-
lengers—Kilkenny and Wexford—were scissored
from the scene in the League by an artful combin-
ation of dodges by the four Munster neighbours—
Tipperary, Limerick, Cork and Waterford—pleased
them beyond reason. They have got so much fun
from the concluding stages of the League, knowing
it must be a Munster triumph in any case, that they
are already licking their chops with gleeful antici-
pation of some tremendous hurling and sweaty,
heart-testing days among the thousands that will
throng the parks for the Munster championship.

You cannot blame them, for it is great to be a
hurling fanatic in the month of June with Limerick
cock-a-hoop under their champions’ crown (Don’t
read tfoo much Into that League final display
—they were obviously a very tired outfit). Tipper-
ary getting better with every outing and clearly
within a point or two of the holders; Cork in fiery
humour creating a wave of comeback that began in
the shadow of last year’s football victory; Clare
silently nursing a hideous desire to creep up and
choke the championship life out of every last one
of them in repayment for the torment of the past.

Now, Tipperary seem to have failed sadly at the
hands of Limerick in the League semi-final. Tt
would be a very grievous error to think that this
defeat was an indication of failure. Much more
likely the clever men behind the scenes in that
home of hurling are looking on the performance
against Limerick as a clear indication that they have
the makings. The ingredients, as it were, from
which they can have real hope of baking a cham-
pionship cake of prize-winning quality. Tipperary

you're better
off saving

Wfféi:j:;gfa;f:i:sﬂgﬁﬁt like to start late and avoid running themselves out

to the National Savings Committee, of form before the end of the summer has arrived.

72 St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2. In the League, they often seemed to be trying

J 1 to make their men knit into a pattern not much te
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their liking. New men and almost forgotten men
were pulled in to fill gaps and, at the same time,
prove themselves. It was hardly to be expected
that the team would immediately take shape.

In fact, it was not until a few of the resting
veterans came back for the late push to qualify for
the League play-offs that the side began to show
some real promise. The line-out has shaken down,
finally, into a combination of the old-established
and the new men of promise.

Seamus Shinnors, for instance, has taken over
in goal, a position for which he was the Tipperary
sub. years beyond number behind John O’Donoghue
in particular. Already he has given a number of
performances that indicate his intention to stay on
once he has got the chance.

In the full-back position, Liam Hackett has been
making his name—a fine, sturdy, dark-haired young
man from Borris who has, perhaps, a lot more hurl-
ing in him than is normally expected from the tradi-
tiona] type of fullback. Martin Esmonde and Jim
Fogarty are round the edges of the team, but these
two promising young hurlers have not, somehow,
been able to maintain a strong challenge consist-
ently enough to make positions their own.

Noel O’Dwyer, looking happiler and more con-
fident in his game than he ever did in other posi-

\ tions seems certain to settle into a fine inter-county

centre-half back. Besides, he has released Tadhg

O’Connor from the obligation of filling that posi-
| tion—one which he hardly ever looked very happy

in filling—to return to the wing where he has always
) enjoyed his best form.
| The long absence, over the winter of Len Gaynor
( made many think that we might have seen the end
of his inter-county career in the left-half post. But, |
the fact that Len has been around the best class
of hurling for a good many years does not in the

least mean that he is bent with the we_ight_uuf years saVi“gs keep

and crippled with the rheumatics. He is still young

and has an awful lot of “know-how”’, skill and spirit -I.

that makes a vast contribution to the Tipperary you sml Ing
defence, his cover and intervention being particu-
larly outstanding in later years.

Write for the free hnaklet

~Possible new pairings or new individuals for “Savings for Everyone”
midfield seem to have been disregarded for the time to the National Savings Committee,
@ TO PAGE 23 | 72 St. Stephen's Green, Dublin 2.
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AND

ONE-YEAR COURSES IN AGRICULTURE
are provided at the Department’s Colleges at
Athenry, Ballyhaise, Clonakilty and Kildalton
and at State-aided Collegss at Gurteen, Mon-
aghan, Mount Bellew, Multyfarnham, Pallas-
kenry, Warrenstown and Rockwell. Basic
training, both theoretical and practical, is
given in agriculture, horticulture and allied
sciences. More  specialised second-year
courses are conducted in a number of the
collegzs; farm machinery and maintenance at
Pallaskenry, beef cattle and sheep production
at Ballyhaise and Warrenstown; dairying at
Clonakilty and Gurteen. Recreational activities
are encouraged.

The courses are especially valuable for those
who intend to return to farming and the one-
year course is essential for those seeking entry
to the Farm Apprenticeship Scheme. The
courses are valuable also to those who intznd
to pursue higher studies in agriculture, hor-
ticulture or dairy science.

ABOUT 400 SCHOLARSHIPS to these cours:s
are provided annually by County Committees
of Agriculture.

A diploma course (18 months) in Pig Hus-
bandry and Management is provided at
Athenry.

TWO-YEAR COURSES IN AMENITY HORTI-
CULTURE are providsed at the National
Botanic Gardens, Glasnevin, Dublin, and in
COMMERCTAL HORTICULTURE at Kildal-
ton Agricultural and Horticultural College,
Piltown, Co. Kilkenny, Warrenstown Agricul-
tural College, Co. Meath, and at An Grianan,
Termonf:ckin, Co. Louth.

MAINTENANCE GRANTS are awarded by the
Department of Agriculture and Fisheries to
stud:nts attending the Amenity Horticultural
Courses. A limited number of Scholarships
to the Commercial Horticultural Courseg are
awarded annually by the Department of Agri-
culture and Fisheries and the Cﬂunty Com-
mittees of Agriculture

EDI.ICATION IN AGRICULTURE FOR BOYS
GIRLS

A one-year non-residential course of instruc-
tion is also provided at the Munster Institute,
Cork, for the training of young men and
women, aged 17 to 25 years, as TECHNICIANS
IN POULTRY HUSBANDRY.

A non-residential diploma course (18 months)
for men in Poultry Husbandry and Manage-
ment was introduced at the Munster Institute
in 1973.

CERTIFICATES are awarded by the Depart-
ment to students who pass th: examinations
held at the end of these courses.

Short courses (up to 5 days) in pig husbandry,
farm machinery and dairying are provided in
some colleges 1In co-operation with County
Committees of Agriculture. _
UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIPS in agricul-
ture, horticulture and dairy science are
awarded annually by the Department.
On:-year courses in RURAL DOMESTIC
ECONOMY of value to future Farm Home
Managers are provided at State-aided Schools

~at Ardagh, Claremorris, Gurteen, Navan, Por-

fumna, Ramsgrange and Swinford. Trammg s
given in dairying, poultry-k:zeping, household
management, cookery, laundry, hnme nursing
and arts and crafts. Recreational activities
are encouraged. Certificates are awarded by
the Department to students who pass the
examination held at the end of the course.
Attention to POULTRY-KEEPING AND
DAIRYING is given in the courses provided
at the State-aided School of Domestic Training
at Dunmanway.

About 300 SCHOLARSHIPS to thesz courses
are provided annually by County Committees
of Agriculture,

Advanced THREE-YEAR RESIDENTIAL
COURSES are provided at the Munster Insti-
tute for young women aged 18 to 30 years who
wish to qualify for teaching and advisory postg
in (a) poultry-keeping and (b) farm home
management.,

Wrﬁte to the Secretary, Departm:ant nf Agriculture and Fisheries (Section 24), Upper Merrion

Street Dufbhn 2, for full information abouts these courses, or directly to the ‘Colleges or
Institution concerned. -




Frank Cummins

got none

of the credit!

HE other day I watched Frank
Cummins capture an All-
Ireland Club championship
meda] with Blackrock in a game
in which Blackrock were largely
outplayed by the more powerful
and physically dominating Rath-
nure side from Wexford.
Cummins was centre half-back
for Blackrock, a position in which
he has always been placed by
them since he was posted to the
area on Garda duty. It can be
judged, therefore, how soundly
he marshalled the defence and
how effectively he blocked the
way in the middle when one
realises that with all the play
they enjojyed for twenty or more
minutes of the second half Rath-
nure had failed to build their
half-time lead into a winning
one.

They were no more than four
points clear when John Horgan

By |IM BENNETT

was pushed up from corner-back
to midfield in something of a
desperation effort to get some
play to the forwards. For some
minutes, the fair-haired captain
was visible fighting for every
ball in the midfleld area, getting
some, losing others, but not mak-
ing a marked difference because
he was too easily “thrown
around” by the strong Wexford-
men — Horgan cannot sustain
hard clashes in this area because
he is not of the build and does not
have the strength concentrated
in the legs and hips.

After a few minutes, Cummins
moved out and Horgan moved
back to centre-back. It was all

~ done quietly, and Frank set about

grafting away in the middle to
provide some bricks for the for-
wards to throw. As it happened
they got three goals 1n those
closing minutes, and the balance
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of the play was thrust back on
the Rathnure defence area. Every
account of the game that 1 have
read credited Horgan with mov-
ing to midfield and swinging the
game; Cummins got none of the
credit.

How much be deserved I can-
not truly say, because, of course,
the burst of activity which Hor-
gan injected 1n his brief tenure
was, in itself, extremely impor-
tant in that it showed the willing-
ness of the side to fight and
brought the others to their
senses for a last big surge. But,
that he did not actually achieve
the swing about of play 1s also
true; and so it is the fact that
it occurred while Cummins was
there in midfield.

But, that is just the mark of
Frank Cummins—emphasised by
the fact that keen observers do
not note his movement from a
position to another, and that
even one who did notice it cannot
tell exactly how much purveying
of the ball he was responsible
for while outfield. Unobtrusive,
is the word, obviously.

There 1is a certain shyness,
almost defensiveness about his
whole approach to a game 1n
which he is not only one of the
most skilful players but also one
of the most effective. There 1s
even an element of contradiction
in juxtaposing these two quali-
ties of the man, for, in his effec
tiveness one often has a feeling
of regret that he will not let him-
self go and really dominate the
game.

His skill and his midfield (or
defensive) expertise is without
question; his fitness and phy-
sique give him an advantage over
most opponents. Yet, he some-
times seems to impose over-strict
limitations on the exact role

® TO PAGE 23
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being, and: Seamus Hogan and P. J. Ryan are setlt-
Jing in to an adequate though not very exciting
partnership. It is an area of the field in which
Tipperary might have wished for the emergence
of some commanding new player, but wishing 1s
not achieving.

One of the more exciting new faces is that of
Jim Keogh who was thought of mostly as a foot-
baller because of his endeavours 1n that game. He
played with Munster at football earlier this year,
and with some of his recent hurling promise as
evidence one might conclude that he could make it
a double.

Joe Tynan, small and tidy, and most untypically
fragile looking among Tipperary hurlers has a quick-
thinking brain and neat skill that makes him a
valued collaborator in mounting attacks. Yet, even
though Loughnane and Flanagan have both seemed
to hold out promise of filling the position, it is
centre-forward which causes most worry: someone
who could hold the forward line together as well
as add thrust through the middle. It is some time
since Tipperary have had a really satisfying per-
former in that vital position and 1t would mean
more to the side than the mere filling of a place
to find such a man.

Roger Ryan is still a terrible trial to fullbacks,
his enormous strength and size making it very diffi-
cult to avoid fouling him, especially when the new
rules are applied with stringent interpretation.
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@ Noel O'Dwyer @ Michael Keating
(Tipperary) (Tipperary)
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Keating, however, has slowed even more and
is unlikely to be able to contribute those perform-
ances in the grand: manner by which he entertained
4]l and won games for his county almost single-
handed. But his skill has not deserted him and he
is always good for a burst of action or a few scores
of real artistry.

I expect some slight changes before the semi-
final; not very many in personnel because Tipper-
ary were never very keen on the late “bombshell”
selection: but in positioning, because there appears
to be a certain atmosphere about the side that they
are not all giving their best in their best possible
positions. If they click for the championship—
and that is something they have not really been
able to do for nearly two years—it could mean all
the difference between pedestrian effectiveness and
the well-known Tipperary POwer.
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which he is selected to play. He
can soundly snuff an opponent
out of the game; effectively
place balls forward to the attack,
yet, stick to his own place though
he seems to have a great amount
in hand that could be deployed
in a more grand manner.

Cummins, however, is essen-
tially a team-man, never willing
to indulge his personal ambition
at the expense of the team (In-
deed, that fact has been proven
often in other ways by his her-
culean efforts to give his services
as fully as possible to both his
county—Kilkenny—and his club
which has been in Cork for some
years).

One recalls Frank as a shy,
rather hesitant youngster who
was over-hastily thrown in at the

deep end iof Kilkenny senior hur-
ling. Without the brashness that
carries some young players to
the top without delay, it was a
wonder that he was not destroy-
ed in the outcome.

All that early promise seemed
to have gone sour when Frank
played an All-Ireland under-21

final against Cork in Waterford

and was given a poor reception
by Kilkenny’s following who ex-
pected him to dominate 1in that
srade. Instead, he had lost every
kind of pleasure in playing —
wished the ball would avoid him.
His confidence had been wreck-
ed.

I recall wondering whether we
should ever hear much more of
this young Kilkenny lad. There
was a pause certainly. But, when
next we saw him he had obvious-
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ly grown In more ways than one
—the diffidence was gone, he had
filled out into a powerful young
man, and instead of the quiet of
doubt in his own ability there
was the quiet of certainty.

Fconomy has always been the
note of his play: collect, move
out and strike. No show for the
sake of show. It is not unusual
to see him use the solo even, but
when he does he has a definite
object in view. One recalls the
piercing thrust through the
middle of the Cork defence in
the vital moments near the end
of the All-Ireland final in 1972.
He must have many years ahead
as the sheet-anchor of Kilkenny
teams — the man nobody ever
thinks about when selections are
to be made, his name going down
automatically.



I fancy Galway, but

Sligo to win in the W

ONE of us doubts the wvalidity of the assertion that there’s mo
comparison between the league and the championship. And we
thank heaven that there isn’t because it would be a very dull and
monotionous year indeed in hurling and football if the same teams
continued to win all the big competitions.

Yet, the leagus holds out a
very distinet promise of wonder-
tully exciting championship Sun-
days to come. Just look at the
way the recently-completed
National Hurling League has us
already tingling with anticipation
for this year’s Munster hurling
championship.

In somewhat similar fashion
the happenings of the 1973-'74
Footbal] League appear to be
omens of a marvellously enter-
taining struggle for the Connacht
football title, For the first time
since the Leagues resumed in
the 1940s — maybe for the first
time since the competition was
Inaugurated away back in the
1920s, but that’'s something 1
can’t check without some deep
delving in files — two Connacht
teams clashed in the semi-final,

Roscommon and Sligo, in a very
exciting second half to their
drawn game, proved that they
have the falent to cut a more
impressive shape in the western
championship this year than they
have done lately, It adds further
to. the interest in the (Connacht
championship that Galway hold
the crown and certainly won’t let
it go very easily. Indeed, but for
some costly misses in Tralee last
March they might have also been
in the semi-finals,

Of course, there’s always Mayo.
So damnably unpredictable that
1t must be the most frustrating

thing on earth to be a supporter
of theirs, the wearers of the
green and red can astound us
just as often as they can baffle
us. You never know with them. ..
especially when they are playing
Galway. So it’s obviously worth
keeping an eye on them because
they are in Ballinasloe on June
16.

Assuming it’s going to be a
rattling good Connacht champion-

forwards. Of course they have '

Liam Sammon is a very skilled
footballer, a hungry worker ang
few players have better ball con.
trol even if his shooting can be
astray at times. Tom Naughton,
Morgan Hughes and Maurice
Burke are full of talent and gain-
ing in experience all the time,
but physically they can be pushed
around because they lack weight
and sturdiness,

Despite all that Sammon accom-
plished for Galway last year —
and without him they wouldn’t
have been in that All-Ireland
final — I’m convinced what the
team needs most is a Sean Pur-

By MICK DUNNE of RTE Sport

ship what’s going to happen in
the west before the champions
are known on the evening of
July 147

Let’'s take Galway. This sum-
mer they will be a year older —
and that’s important as far as
this side, which was based mainly
on the successful 1973 under-21s,
1s concerned. It means they are
also that much meore matured,
‘having gone through last year’s
Alldreland final and the long
campaign of the League.

Galway’s deficiencies are in
attack — and that surely, is a
turnabout for the county that

produced the |dazzlinrg forward

combinations of the mid-fifties
and the early sixties. That’s not
to say that they haven’t excellent
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cell or a Mattie McDonagh, Not

so much Purcell, the outstand-
ingly gifted ball artist, or McDon-
agh, the ‘high-fetching, steam-
rolling forward, but a centre half
forward who would dictate the

rhythm and movement of Gal-

way’s forward play as percep-
tively and as shrewdly as Sean
and Mattie did. Then you’d see
a greater flowering of Liam Sam-
mon’s talents on the wing . . .
and the other, lighter forwards—
relieved of a lot of pressure —
would also respond more effici-
ently.

Remember Purcell in ’567
Clever and confident, like a con-
ductor orchestrating the whole

symphony as he led Stockwell,

Young, Kirwan and the others
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' through some dazzling move-
ments. Or McDonagh during the
three-in-a-row . . . pounding

! hither and thither attracting so
much attention from the opposl-
tion that he left oceans of room
for Dunne, Leydon, Keenan and
Cleary to operate.

But Purcells and McDonaghs
don’t grow on trees and wher?
are Galway to get such a centre
half? Well, one friend of mine,
who does — I admit — get some
wild ideas at times, is living in
hope that the Galway selectors
will see the sense of moving
Tommy Joe Gilmore down to
centre half-forward, Now there’s
a thought! .

In the other half of the dra
are Leitrim, Sligo and Roscom-
mon. It is one of the plain facts
of life, regrettable though it is,
that Leitrim will be dismissed
with hardly any consideration in
every preview of the champion-
ship. They face Sligo at Carrick-
on-Shannon on June 9, but maybe
Sligo might be unwise 'to take
too much for granted.

Most westerners will expect a
Sligo-Roscommon semi-final on
June 23 — a repeat of this year’s
League semi-final. But with this
difference: the venue is Markie-
vicz Park. It’s psychologically
important that Sligo have done
so well against their neighbours
recently: in the championship —
where they won only once against
Roscommon in nearly 30 years —
they won’t have any fears,

But T do wish Sligo could con-
vince themselves that they don’t
have to be tied to Michael
Kearins’ apron-strings all the

Liam Sammon —
without Eiam says Mick
Dunne, Galway would
not have been in last
years’ All-Ireland final.

time, They must produce some
spark of backbone and urgency
without having to wait for
Michael to lead the way. Look at
the drawn League semi-final
They were a fumbling, uncertain
bunch — a lot of castaways adrift
in the vast ocean of Croke Park
_ in the first half. It struck me
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that Kearins decided at the 1n-
terval: the only way to win this
match is to do it myself, And he
came so very close to doing so
with 20 minutes of the most de-
termined football I've ever seen
him play.

Of course, Sligo responded
magnificsntly to his prompting.
Barnes Murphy took over com-
plete control on the half-back
line, Tom Colleary drove forward

® TO PAGE 28
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Handball

HE Irish Handball Council,
following on a decision at
this year’s Annual Congress, will
run the current AlldIreland
series on an open draw basis.

From the point of good com-
petition, the new system should
produce excellent games with a
guarantee of tremendous fare in
the concluding stages.

This will be a change from the
old method of provincialism,
whereby the respective winners
were paired in the All-Ireland
semi finals.

As a consequence of this met-
hod, it invariably happened that
due to the strength of handball
in Leinster and Munster either
the All-Ireland semi-finals or
final were often lop-sided.

On the other hand, the new
system is a ‘boon to such coun-
ties as Clare, Wexford, Dublin,
Limerick, Tipperary and Kil-
kenny, where 1n previous years
the internal competition within
these counties for inter-county
representation were mini All-
Irelands in themselves.

Under the new format, Wex-
ford and Limerick lead the way
with six players each, but, they
are closely followed by the other
counties mentioned.

The only counties In Leinster
not represented are Carlow,
Laois and Longford, and from
Munster there 18 no Waterford
or Cork name on the list.

Roscommon, Galway and Mayo
carry the Connacht flag, while,
from  Ulster, Cavan, Mon-
aghan and Armagh will be par-
ticipating.

1f an argument was to be made
against the Open Draw it could
he said that, under the new for-
mat, the emphasis is on indivi-
dual as distinet from County.

However, in the final analysis,
this argument does not, in effect,
carry much weight The only
question marks as 2 result of the

Open Draw pertain to the future
status of Provincial Councils.

With the cream of the players
now taken away by the Open
Draw, Provincial Councils are
left with the organisation of sub-
sidiary competitions, as a result
of which the revenue from
“cgates” for these Councils will
suffer considerably. It is a mat-
ter that will get close scrutiny
from the Handball Counecll 4n
coming months.

In the actual line-up for the
Singles Draw, it is not surprising
to see all the accepted stars in-
cluded but the real basis of this
Competition will be founded on
the host of aspiring champions,
all out in pursuit of the coveted
title.

One, for instance must admire
the dedication of Armagh’s
Harry Haddock, the oldest man
in the competition. Harry has
been one of the bulwarks of
Ulster Handball for the last
twenty years and won a Junior
All-Ireland title with Armagh as
far back as 1948.

Other veterans like
Cleere (Tipperary),
Hickey (Tipperary)
McEllistrim (Kerry)
cluded.

The main attention will none-
theless, focus on Joey Maher and
Pat Kirby. Both of them could
be put in the classification of
veterans, but their performances
in the recent American Cham-
pionships indicate that they
should be in the final shake-up
for honours. Kirby did excep-
tionally well to reach the quar-
ter-finals of the Open while
Maher rose to great heights 1n
winning the Masters.

There’s a host of other well-
known star players involved such
as Richie Lyng and Pat Murphy
from Wexford. Murty McEllis-
trim (Kerry), Pat McGarry
(Limerick), Jim Doyle (Dublin)
and Andy Byrne (Westmeath).
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Connie
Paddy
and Tom
are 1n-

By Alleyman

They will all contrive to make
this ambitious adventure 4
resounding success. .

The draw for the Irish Open
Softball Singles Championship
resulted thus :

E. Deegan (Kildare) Vv M. Kirby

(Clare).

E. Sheeran (Offaly)—a bye.
A. Byrne (Westmeath) V S

Buggy (Wexford). |
D. Kelly (Clare)—a bye.
M. McEllistrim (Kerry)

McCabe (Monaghan).
D. McGovern (Meath) —a bye.

R. Lyng (Wexford) v J. Doyle

(Dublin).

M. McAuliffe (Limerick) — a
bye.

J Harnett (Limerick) v J. How-
lin (Wexford).

W Mullen (Westmeath)—a bye.

T. McEllistrim (Kerry) v P.
Hickey (Tipperary).

P Lee (Wicklow)—a bye.

M. O’Gara (Roscommon) Vv F.

Sheeran (Offaly).

M. Kelly (Galway)—a bye.

pP. Kirby (Clare) v M. Cahill
(Dublin).

P Davitt (Tipperary)—a bye.

P McGee (Mayo) v A. Greene

(Kilkenny).

P. Clancy (Limerick)—a bye.
L. Gilmore (Cavan) V S. Walsh

(Limerick)

C. Young (Kilkenny)—a bve.
pP. Masterson (Dublin) v J. Kirby

(Clare).

P MecGarry (Limerick)—a bye.

J. Quigley (Wexford) v M. Henry
(Limerick).

J. Clery (Tipperary)—a bye.

P. Reilly (Kilkenny) V M. Sulli-
van (Dublin),

B. Colleran (Mayo)—a bye.

P. Murphy (Wexford) v P. Clarke

(Ro scommon).

H. Haddock (Armagh)—a bye.

C. Cleere (Tipperary) V P. Del-
aney (Kilkenny).

J. Maher (Louth)—a bye.

M Purcell (Kildare) Vv J. Gog-
gins (Wexford).

M. Hogan (Clare)—a bye.

v S
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earnestly from midfield, John
Brennan, concentrating on the
ball rather than on flattening any
forward that came within range,
was a supreme fulltback, and
Bennie Wilkinson and Frank
Henry created havoc for Ros-
common. But why do Sligo have
to wait for Kearins to show the
way?

It’s ironic that the opposite is
the case with Roscommon. You’'d
have a difficult job convincing
them, or their supporters, that
they are dependent on Dermot
Earley to a very great extent.
The drawn semi-final was a per-
fect example, I think, of how
much they rely on him . . . even
if they don’t admit it. It’s no
coincidence that Dermot faded
very considerably in the second
half and that’s when Roscommon
are in most trouble.

It strikes me that I've never
seen Dermot, one of the really
great players of the present day,
produce a 60-minute top-class
performance 1n this country.
Obviously 1 haven’t seen all his
games, but in New York and Bos-
ton for <Connacht ang in San
Francisco with the All{Stars I
have watched him play superb
football over the hour. And here
at home I have seen him at his
best, too, but never for 60 min-
utes. Therein lies one of Ros-
common’s troubles.

Who will be Connacht cham-
pions? T have a sneaking suspi-
cion that Galway will hold on to
the title, but I make no secret
of who I want to be champions:
Sligo. Not because 1 have any
affiliation with them, not even
because I know it would do the
county al] the good in the world,
but solely — as I've said before
now — I want to have the plea-
sure of seeing Michael Kearins
get a medal before he finishes.
Is there anybody in football who
would deny that he has contri-
buted more than enough te de-
serve 1t?



SCORESHEET

NEW NAMES HIT
THE HEADLINES

By OWEN McCANN

HANGED times in football
—a mere three points from
a Down attack in an hour’s play-
That was the meagre tally put up
by the Mourne forwards when
losing a Dr. McKenna Cup game
to Antrim at Casement Park, Bel-
fast, late in April, and contrasts
sharply with the days when
Down forwards in general, and
Paddy Doherty and Sean O’Neill,
in particular, were very target
conscious.

Doherty set the county scor-
ing record back in 1960 when he
hit a thundering 136 points
(13-97) in 24 games, a score that
also stands as the Ulster provin.-
cial peak. After the moderate
showing from the Down finishers
in that tame McKenna Cup exit,
it looks as if this already long-
standing record is destined to
hold sway in the county for still
a long time to come.

But, if the Down attackers
have not been setting the scene
alight, there have been some
noteworthy scoring achievements
by finishers from other counties.
For instance, Pat Dunny, who
joined the exclusive ranks of
dual Railway Cup medalists last
March, was in accurate shooting
form for Kildare in a challenge,
ironically enough, against Down
on Easter Sunday at Rostrevor.
He shot 3-1, and another Kildare
man impressively to the fore in
that outing was Noel Myles, who
finshed with 2-2.

That Myles score 1s of more
than usual interest, for he has
emerged as the new hot shot of
Kildare- football. Last year he
made - only

seven appearances

with the county yet such was his
accuracy in front of goal that he
still finished Kildare’s ace marks-
man for all competitions that
yvear with a bag of 332 (41
points). This gave him a two
points lead over his nearest rival,
Jack Donnelly, who played 11
matches and added up 2-33.

Another forward to emerge in
recent times with that exciting
letha] finishing touch in front of
goal is Pat Quigley, whose well-

. taken goal near the interval did

much to set Leinster up for their
fourth Railway Cup hurling final
win on the trot on March 18.

Last year he put up the second
highest score by a hurler in the
Dublin jersey since these records
were established in 1955. In 13
outings he averaged 6,23 points
a game on the way to 2-75 (81
points). That’s just nine points
short of the county record estab-
lished in 14 games by Mick Ber-
mingham in 1971 at 12-54 (80
points).

Another distinction for Quig-
ley is that during the past League
campaign he achieved the highest
total by a Dublin hurler in a full
programme of games at 56 points
(2-50) in eight games.

At the time of golng to press

@ Pat Dunny (Kildare),
dual Railway Cup medalist.
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@® Paddy Doherty, the Down
forward who set an Ulster
record of 136 points in 1960
that still stands to-day.

he was again setting the pace
in the Metropolitan chart for all
competitions this year, averaging
over five points a game. His
own extra special scoring tech-
nique, allied to the fact that
Dublin hurling is more buoyant
this year than for a long, long
time, suggests that Quigley might
well mark 1974 eventually with
a new county hurling record.

Is it too much, in fact, to ex-
pect him to pass out as well the
now near fifteen-year-old football
peak of 101 points to the credit

® TO PAGE 31
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of Ollie Freaney at 5-86 in 17
games Freaney is the only
Dublin player, in fact, to better
a century of points for a full
geason’s programme.

Special mention, too, must be
made of the accurate touches of
Terry Byrne, of <Carlow. The
name will probably not ring a
bell with rank and file suppor-
ters but he has been finding his
way through to goal for Carlow
in hurling in a way that com-
mands attention. In fact, his
marksmanship proved a major
factor in Carlow’s march to the
National Hurling League Divis-
ion II title in April.

Byrne had a regal hour against
Down in the opening round at
Ballycran in early April, when
he helped himself to a splendid
2-9. At the end of a three-match
series he had 411 to his credit,
or a top-class match average of
7.66 points. That is smart shoot-
ing at any time, but especially
pleasing to record here in view
of the fact that Carlow figures so
infrequently in our reviews—in
either hurling or football.

Other noteworthy features in
the scoring stakes 1in recent
times ? Well, what price two
players on the same side hitting
4-1 apiece in one game ?

It happened imn a senior hurl-
ing challenge match at Walsh
Park, Waterford, in March when
Laois were visitors. Mossy Whe-
lan and Stephen Greene were the
men on that thirteen points tar-
get for the home county.

Indeed, that was an unusually
rich game as regards individual
barrages. Billy Landers, of Lis-
more, a former under-21 hurler,
was given his big chance by
Waterford in that match, and
celebrated in style by shooting
1-7.

At the other end of the coun-
try, Vincent Magee put up the
best score by an Antrim foot-
baller in some time when he hit
2-4 on his home greund of Ran-
dalstown in a National League

match with Louth early in Feb-
ruary.

Finally, a word about one of
the Scoresheet regulars—Eddie
Keher. The Kilkenny hurler put
up a great score of 2-6 for the
All-stars in the opening leg of
the two-match series with Lime-
rick in San Francisco in March.

"But, this is still not a new high

for the Carrolls All-Stars series.
Last year, Keher himself put
up the best score yet when he

cracked home 1-10 for Kilkenny
in their outing with the All-stars.
That was the first leg of the
series, and -it also means that
Eddie Keher has two outstand-
ing scoring distinctions for these
matches.

Firstly, his 1973 score ranks
as the best by a hurler or foot-
baller on duty with his county
team in the San Francisco games
and secondly, that 2-6 last March
is the tops in an All-star jersey.

Age Limits

on 1st September, 1974.

being appointed.

How to Apply

An Roinn Cosanta

Earn over £16 a week while
you learn a trade as an

Apprentice in the Army,
Naval Service or Air Gorps

Other advantages include Free Accommodation, Free Board,
| Free Clothing, Free Medical Attention and Generous Leave.

(i) Army Apprentice School, Naas (for service in the Army
and Naval Service). At least 15 and under 17 years of

age on 1st September, 1974.

(ii) The Air Corps Apprentice School, Baldonnel (for service
in the Air Corps). At least 16 and under 18 years of age

Educational Standard
Day Group or Intermediate Certificate.

If you are due to sit for the Day Group Certificate or the ‘~.
| Intermediate Certificate Examinations this year you may |
apply, but you must have the required educational

qualifications for the trade for which you are selected before

| For application form and full details write
(preferably on a post card) to The Secretary,
Department of Defence, (R6E), Parkgate, Dublin 8.

Latest date for the receipt of completed
application forms : 7 June, 1974.
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His and Hers.

There was a time, and not so very long ago. when
no respectable woman would be caught dead wearing
trousers. Or drinking a dark, elegant glass of Guinness.

Trousers and Guinness were for men only.

Nowadays no fashionable woman would be caught
without at least one pair of trousers in her wardrobe.
And both men and women have been delightfully
surprised at how flattering a well-cut trouser suit can be.

.. And now that you’re wearing trousers,
iIsnt 1t time you had a Guinness?

‘Get together with a Guinness

GD 846D



THIRSTY THOUGHTS

LINDA COLLINS SURVEYS THE IRISH DRINKS SCENE

CARTOON by James Thur-

ber shows a group of people
sitting round a dinner table
clutching wineglasses while the
host explaing “It’s a naive Do-
mestic Burgundy without any
breeding but I think you’ll be
amused by its presumption”. It's
good for a laugh any time and it
satirises the sort of p:tople but
for whom, probably, many more
of us would be drinking wine.
This sort of talk is what you lay
yourself open to, some people
feel, if you dare serve wine in
knowledgeable company. “Am I
making an eejit of myself?” you
inwardly ask as you you draw the
cork and pour intop the glasses
the stuff th: man at the off-
licence recommended and which
you've invited your friends in to
drink to celebrate the baby’s
Christening, or your Granny’s
centznary or whatever it is.

At Gilbey’'s one of their wine
experts told us that so far as his
company was concerned. Ireland
rated higher than New York
when it came to discearnment in
wine drinking. Thigs spokesman
confirmed that future {rends
seem to indicate that you’ll be
drinking Chateau wines only 1if
you are the Irish equivalent of
a chateau owner—in other words
rich. This didn’t affect his op-
timism, however, 'Carafino, dis-
tributed by Gilbey’s, is their big
seller, reaching us through super-
mark<ts mainlv. Our informant
sald energetically that he didn't
agree with snob-talk about wine
— ‘all those so-called experts
sniffing and spitting’ — and was

¢mphatic that the best way to
get to know a ‘good drop’ was
by drinking the stuff, not neces-
sarily in great quantities but with
enjoyment. And he felt the local
off-licence was a good place to
go for advice, particularly now
that th:se tend to be run by
people with an interest i1n the
subject. Gilbey’'s have been 1n

Treland since 1858 and their best-

selling appellation icontrolle wine,
known to many people, is Piat,
a Beaujolais.

As the famous Dr. Samuel
Johnston knew well, ‘a cup that
cheers but does not inebriate’
has an important place in life. Hz
was the first propagandist for a
cup of tea, and the Tea Council
of Ireland cheerfully admit that
they owe him a lot. The Irish are
still very near th: top of the
league when 1t comes to tea-
drinking, and we have a magni-
ficent lead over all other coun-
tries except Britain. My personal
opinion is that we are also the
world’s most expert performers
when it comes to brewing up a
pot of tza — though of course I
have never visited India or Cey-
ion. One very seldom gets an
undrinkable tea here, 1n fact
standards have gone up. Mors:
of us are now buying teabags and
I must include myself in that.
Last year I'd have thought it
heresy to make tea from bags —
but they're so handy! Specially
wh:sn all you need is one or two
cups at a time. Another point 1s
that while foodstuff prices have
climbed, tea has stayed reasgon-
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““Are there any Shamrocks in
Campari?”

Of course not.

I've told you before that it’s
herbs that give Camparl 1ts
unique taste. “‘Do the herbs
come from Ireland?”
Unfortunately not. The herbs
are gathered from four
continents and macerated 1n
pure grape spirit in oaken
casks. “‘Is it [rish oak?"™

No.
Just remember three things.

Ice, a slice of orange and a
swoosh of soda.

“Do Ireland and Campari have
awything in common?”’

Yes.

There are definitely no snakes
in either.




finest cream sherry
right taste . . .
right price

SANDEMIL

Cream Sherry
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ably steady and the housewife is
thankful for small mercies.

And then there’s the bubbly
stuff, also non-alcoholic but cheer-
inducing, I mean lemonade, of
course. If you want an expert
opinion on lemonade, consult the
nearest eight-year-old. There are
also all sorts of other branded
bubblies with intriguing names.
When it comeg to getting value
for money, kids are nothing if
not realists. I'm open to correc-
tion on this, but my impression
is that when somebody else 1is
standing the treat, the children
will plump for small individual-
sized bottles or cans of their
favourite potion. On the other
hand, when 1it’s a question of
spending their own pocket money,
they go for economy every time,
and buy the 26 oz. big bottle. Now
that Taylor Keith have gtream-
lined their lemonade labels and
put a brisk ‘TK’ on them, it would
be another major step forward if
they could mark on the bottle
with blue or red pencil the exact
point where the division into
‘halvoes’ comes — it would save
a good deal of brotherly and
sisterly bashing in many house-
holds. With arguments about go-
ing halvoes settled in advance,
family peace would be undis-
turbed and there could be a pro-
per amount of research devoted
to this new Flavorometer tech-
nique.

Peace, perfect peace, is the
image evoked by the thought of
a man meditatively sipping his
pint of Guinness and in spite of
the 1Irish cost of living having
gone through the roof in recent
months, sales of 'Guinness have
crept upwards just another little
bit. It’s not that the pint-drinkers
are taking more of the stuff, but
that drinkers of other liquids are
being converted to the virtues
of a nice smooth mouthful of
Guinness. Whatever your feelings
about women drinking pints —
and it’s a subject that people can
get very heated about — nobody



argues in principle that women
should be banned from drinking
Guinness altogether. And since
women can take almost all of the
credit for the healthy changes
which have come over most Irish
pubs in the past decade, that’s
only fair. Good heating, good
lighting, comfortable seats and
cleanliness instead of hard
benches, spit and sawdust, means
the pub has the potential to be
2 social centre rather than just
a place where hard drinking goes
on.

In spite of Erskine Childers
and the Asgard and Conor
O’Brien and his round-the-world
trip in the ‘Saoirse’ in the early
Twenties, sailing isn’t something
we think of as an Irish sport. And
yet we have the best inland
waterways in Europe and a coast-
line that the sailing world envies.
In fact over the past few years
Irish people have been quietly
and modestly taking to the water
in unassuming boats, and sailing
them well. In two years time
the Olympics will be held 1in
Canada and due to the enterprise
of the 'Carlsberg lager people,
Irish yachtsmen will have a [bet-
ter than even chance of getting
somewhere,

Clayton Love, Jnr., a nationally-
known sailor, was influential in
Beamish and Crawford making a
decision to underwrite the train-
ing of a potential Irish team, and
the projcct has been handled
imaginatively. There could have
been big problems for Ireland
when the Fireball class of boat
was withdrawn to b2 replaced by
the 470 — but not any more,
since Carlsberg bought eight of
the boats and now our best
sailors know how to use them and
have competed internationally at
various European venues. The
Carlsberg Warrior Trials were
named thus because Vikings
were warriors of the olden days
and Carlsherg, of course, has
Danish connections — get 1it?
Brian Boru would have approved.
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A STORY OF WINE

By Tony Keegan

T was Louis Pasteur that
said “Wine is a healthful
beverage”’ and with the con-
tinuing Tise in wine COnN-
sumption we Irish are becom-
ing very healthy indeed. Mind
you we have still some lee-
way to make up to overtake
the British not to mention
the continentals but we are
making a good start.

In the forefront of the
effort to bring the delights of
the vine to the Irish palate
are Edward Dillon and Co.
Anthony  Cresswell, thewr
Wine Buyer, was kind enough
to take time off from his (to
my mand) pleasant occupa-
tion to show wme the wine
cellars of their tastefully re-
stored Georgian house 1in
Mountjoy Square and to talk
about wines and wine drink-
ing.

As Anthony tells it, it all
started back in the times of
+he Persians about six thous-
and years ago. We have the
Romans to thank for bring-
ing the art to France while
the Church actively fostered
its development up to mod-
ern times. Nowadays it 18
mostly the continental equi-
valent of the Irish small
farmer who is the backbone
of the wine industry. Form-
ing themselves into co-opera-
tives they work under con-
tract and process the grapes
at a central point. In some
areas like Bordeaux the esta-
tes are larger and the wn-
volvement of the producer
with the final marketing of
the product more Pro-
nounced.

A good inexpensive wine
to begin with is La Chapelle.
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This is a red ‘“‘carafe” wine
from France and retails here
at 75p a bottle. Particularly
good value is the litre bottle
(1% bottles) which costs 95p.
An “ordinary”’ red wine like
La Chapelle will keep 1ts
flavour from three to four
days after opening. A similar
white wine should be re-
corked and placed in a fridge
where it should keep for a
similar period.

The very best wines should
be drunk about an hour after
uncorking to really savour
them at their best.

“Appellation Controlee”
are two words that we will
be seeing a lot of on our
French wine labels in future.
They signify a government
backed guarantee that all
wines thus labelled are pre-
cisely as described om the
label of the bottle. A fact not
always appreciated in Ireland
is that the geographical dest-
gnation on the label is mow
very exact indeed when it
carries the Appellation Con-
trolee. The Beaujolais area
in France is quite small and
formerly many wines des-
cribed as Beaujolais may
have been from the areas
adjoining the precise Beau-
jolais area. This did not mean
that they were mnecessarily
inferior but n practice they
were of wariable quality.
Thus wines with names like
Bordeaux, Burgundy, and
Beaujolais will tend to be-
come dearer while “carafe”
wines  from  surrounding
areas will take their place at
the lower priced end of the
market.
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PRESS CUTTINGS

OTHING very controversial in
our comments culled from
the papers this month, but some
interesting items and viewpoints,
nonetheless., For instance, do
YOU take population differences
into consideration at all when
forming an opinion as to the
likely outcome of a match?

I must admit that this is a fac-
tor that T have rarely given much
thought to, but one I'm likely to
bear In mind in future as a result
of a paragraph in the “Games
of the Gael” column in “The
Echo,” of Wexford, recently. 1
quote :

“Cork had a great All-Ireland
hurling double in Dungarvan last
Sunday — Blackrock beat Rath-
nure (one-third of the latter
team being Quigley brothers) in
the club championship replay,
and St, Finbarr’s beat St. Kier-
an’s in the Colleges’ final (3-11
fo 2-12). One disappointed man
must have been Nicky Rackard,
V.S., who played with both Rath-
nure and ‘Kieran’s’ in his play-
ing days. Rathnure is made up
of 1,050 people, and the popula-
tion of Cork is 133,000! The
Collins brothers, Sean (0-1 in the
Colleges’ firal), and Donie,
scored an important goal in the
club final when Rathnure had led
for 50 minutes. Even in defeat,
Rathnure gave of their best as
always.”

Further on in the same feature
in that issue of “The Echo” there
1S an interesting piece that is
tallor-made for our new IT'S A
FACT column :

“The first to win 7 National
Foothall TLeague medals was
Jackie Carney, of Mayo, 1931-34,
39 and ’41, including a defeat of
Wexford (3-9 to 1-3) in the 1939

By Neil McCavana

Ballina. Paddy

decider at

Macken won 6 of the same as

full forward. Michael O'Dwyer,
Waterville, Co. Kerry, All-Stars
team, 1973, also won 7 (the joint
highest with Carney).”

A soccer-Gaelic Games double
is certainly one out of the ordin-
ary. This type of double was put
into focus in the Roundabout in
Sport column in “The Derry
Journal”. The feature opened
with aspects of the F.A.I Cup
win by Finn Harps, and went on
to include the following piece :

“In the mass publicity of the
Finn Harps game it went rela-
tively unnoticed that
soccer season grinds to a halt the
GAA campaign gets under way.

“Derry and Donegal fans had
an early chance to make at least
a preliminary assessment of their
team’s chances when they met
in the McKenna Cup last Sunday.
On the basis of that game, I un-
derstand that opinion was that
both counties have considerable
potential, a goodly supply of
quality in their ranks.

“Let us hope at this stage that
1974 will see the long deferred
hopes of the fans of one or other
of the North-West counties real-
ised, that the obvious potential in
the sides will at last reach the
point where the success of the
Donegal soccer club can be fol-
lowed by the cabture of a major
GAA trophy to make it a really
historic sporting year for the
North-West.”

Stil] on Donegal—and a not so
well known fact is that the
county actually contested an All
Ireland senior semi-final in
HURLING ! Again reverting to
“The Derry Journal”, this paper
publishes an interesting 50 Years
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as the

Ago feature, and from the issues
of 1924, the following was repro-
duced: in a recent issue ;

“Limerick outclassed Donegal
in the All-Ireland hurling semi-
final] at Croke Park on Sunday.
Their winning margin of 7.4 to
0-1 would have been greater but
for a brilliant display by the

Donegal goalkeeper, Jerome
Mackey.”
There have been instances

down the years of minor inter-
county goalkeepers graduating
to fame not in the last line of
defence—but as forwards. One
recalls Jimmy Doyle, who was in
goal] for Tipperary in the 1954
All-Ireland minor hurling final,
and Brendan Lynch, net-minder
for Kerry in their 1965 All-Tre-
land minor football decider. Is
this list to be added to in the im-
mediate future?

I take this paragraph from
“Sports World” by J. B. D. in
“The Connacht Tribune” :

“With Soccer goalies nowadays
dashing up to take and score
from penalties, perhaps it was
not surprising to see the Laois
minor hurling goaikeeper, Mich-
ael Kelly, do something similar
agaimnst Galway at Portumna on
Saturday afternoon.

“After showing himself to be
a top-class ’keeper, he moved
outfield for the second half of
this 4-Counties Minor League tie
and scored the tweo goals which
almost caught Galway ‘napping’.
Galway leading by 2-7 to 0-1 at
the interval appeared to be coast-
ing to an easy win, when Kelly
shook them out of their complac-
ency with his brace of goals and
leave the final tally, Galway 2-9:
Laois 2-4”,



IT’'S A FACT

By OWEN McCANN

ADDY KERR, of Monaghan,
who led U.C.D. to their his-
toric All-Ireland Senior Club
Football Championship win at
the end of April, is not the first
native of the county to win a
national championship medal,
Monaghan have one All-Ireland
inter-county crown to their credit
—at junior football in 1956.

IT’S A FACT, however, that as
well as earning the distinction of
leading the first College side to
win this particular championship,
Kerr earned another unique
niche in football history. He be-
came the first footballer to Te-
ceive the Andy Merrigan Cup. At
the end of the U.C.D.-Clan na
Gael (Lurgan) final replay at
Croke Park the trophy was pre-
sented first to the G.A.A. Presl-
dent, Dr. Donal Keenan, by Fr.
Michael Kitt, Chairman of the
Castletown club 1n Wexford, 1n
memory of the late Andy.

* * *

Kerr's achievement makeg for
a unique and novel double for
Monaghan, and U.C.D. Way back
in 1950 a new series of represen-
tative football matches featuring
Ireland and the Combined Uni-
versities was ushered in for the
Dr. Ryan Cup. The first score in
the initial match at Croke Park
was a point recorded early in the
hour by Hughie McKearney, of
U.C.D. and Monaghan.

The next score in that game

Big day for
Monaghan’s
Paddy Kerr

Pat Delaney
(Kilkenny) who
with Tony Doran
(Wezxford)
played in all
eight games of
Leinster’s
four-in-a-row
Railway Cup

rUN.
was a goal scored by T.
L’Estrange, of Queen’s Belfast.

The third score was Ireland’s
first—a point by Peter Donoghue,
of Cavan. The Ireland selection
finally won out by 1-12 to 2-3.

* * *

Another double-first in more
recent times stands to the credit
of Gerald McCarthy. In Sepem-
ber, 1986, he led Cork to their
first All-Ireland Senior Hurling
Championship final win In 12
years at the expense of Kilkenny.

Then, in November of that
year he captained Cork when
they beat Wexford in a second re-
play at Croke Park for the All-
Ireland Under-21 Hurling cham-
pionship replay at Croke Park,
to become the first hurler or
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footballer to accomplish such a
noteworthy double.
* * *
Although Leinster was not rep-
resented in the National Hurling
League final, the present year 18
still already assured of an extra
special place in the annals of
hurling in the Eastern province.
This is because of Leinster’s
achievement in winning four
Railway Cup titles in succession
__the most successful run yet by
the province in the competition.
And for two hurlers, Kil-
kenny’s Pat Delaney, and WexX-
ford goal ace Tony Doran, the
occasion was extra special, They
earned ranking as the only hur-
lers to play in all eight games in
that record-making run.
Frank Cummins and Eddie
® OVERLEAF
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Keher were also chosen for all
eight teams, but each missed the
1974 semi-final win over Con-
nacht at Kilkenny.

Keher, however, also gained a

record for himself by winning his
seventh medal on St. Patrick’s
Day—a new high for a Leinster

hurler.
* s %
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48% of permanent pastures in Ireland are receiving
no fertiliser. These pastures need revitalising—and
super-fine Ballyellen Limestone Flour is your surest
way of doing a thoroughly effective job.

* Experiments have proved that liming can increase
the output of neglected permanent pastures by

almost 60%.

* Liming costs are only a small item in grassland

management.

* With exira grass you’ll be able to increase your
stocking rate—which is where your extra profits

lie.

Start to lime your permanent pastures Now !

DALLYELLEN

MAGNESIUM LIMESTONE FLOUR

Goresbridge, Kilkenny. Tel. 0503-25177.

Your Ballyellen Representatives are :
Michael Drea, Killcarrig. Bagenalstown. 0503-21469.
Paddy Buggy, Banim Terrace, Kilkenny. 056-22015.
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and in winning the Hogan Cup
for the All-Ireland Colleges’
Senior Football Championship
this year St. Jarlath’s, Tuam, be.
came a school apart,

Before that triumph Tuam hag
comfortably led the way in the
football chart with six titles be-
tween 1947 and 1966 — three
more than their nearest rivals
But the hurling pace-setters, St.
Kieran's, Kilkenny, drew level
with the Western school in 1971
by winning their sixth national
crown.,

Now St. Jarlath’s, Tuam, are
out on their own on top of the
rankings table for both codes, as
St. Kieran’s were beaten by St.
Finbarr’s, Farranferris in this
season’s All-Ireland hurling final
However, St. Kieran's are still
clear of the field in hurling —
their chief rivals are St. Fin-
barr’'s and St. Peter’s, Wexford,
each with four titles.

* * *

Well worth recording here, too,
iIs the fact that Farranferris
equalled an impressive Munster
record by taking the Dr. Harty
Cup for the fourth year in suc-
cession. The only other four-in-a-
row Munster genior hurling
championship run was completed
by St. Flannan’s, Ennis, in 1944
47 inclusive.

* * *

Connacht football has been
very much in the spotlight of late
as a result of the two clashes of
Sligo and Roscommon in the
novel all-west National League
semi-final. This brings to mind
the fact that Mattie McDonagh
1s a record-maker from the West.

Galway’s win over Meath in
the 1966 AllIreland final
clinched for him ranking ag the
first Connacht man to win four
national senior football medals.
He won his first at 19 against
Cork 1n 1956, and collected the
others 1n 1964 and 1965. His haul
of Connacht senior championship
medalg 1s also a record at ten.



GAE;LLC observers have been
trying to put their fingers on
it for years — the reason why
Ulster teams, as a rule, fail to
produce the form of which they
are capable, when they appear in
Croke Park.

With the notable exception of
Down, no Ulster side has left it’s
mark on the honours list during
the past fifteen years or So.
Donegal, Derry, and Tyrone have
all emerged from Ulster with im-
pressive credentials, yet proved
a big let down for their fans when
the pressure was exerted.

We asked a number of pro-
minent Ulster personalities if
they knew why the Northern
teams fail when most is expected
of them:

DAN McCARTAN (Down)

The Croke Park atmosphere
affects every team that has little
experience of playing there. It's
not peculiar to Ulster sides.

Over the years lots of teams
found it a graveyard because of
the fact that they had played
little on the pitch beforz the
“big one.”

Still I think it’s true to say
that some sort of mental barrier
crops up when a player finds he
is facing his first match in Croke
Park. Many of the teams, I sus-
pect, go down hoping to put up
a good show, rather than deter-
mined to win at all costs.

The attitude of teams playing
on the pitch for the first time
must change, I feel. It would be
better for them to be a bit more
cocky.

JODY O’NEILL (Tyrone):

I suppose every team plays
better in their own backyard. But
it's disturbing to reflect on the
number of Ulster failures 1In
Croke Park in recent years.

We go to Dublin feeling, if any-
thing, superior to the opposition,

|| THE ULSTER ENIGMA

By JOHN O'SHEA (Of the Evening Press)

but when we get under way, we
fold inexplicably. We just fail to
raise our game and seldom pro-
duce any real fightback when
down.

Maybe the lads have not been
able to adjust from playing in
small grounds to appearing be-
fore huge crowds in a vast
stadium? Whatever the cause, we
frequently perform like teams
from a lower division when the
crunch comes.

Pressure is another thing the
Ulster boys don’t appear to be

able to take. If things go badly
early on in the game at Croke
Park, then it’s usually curtains
for them In fact I think you
could compare Newcastle United
in the F.A. Cup Final to an Ulster
side in Croke Park. Need I say
more?

On giving the matter some
thought, I believe it’s possible
that some of the Ulster teams
play the wrong type of game for
Croke Park. The short, snappy
hand-pass doesn’t seem to pay
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CLUB FINALS NEED NEW DATE

FEW months ago, though I favoured the general

idea, T was all against the Club championships

as they are being run. They start in late Autumn,

they are carried on through the worst of the Spring

and then they are finished off, or due to be finished
off by St. Patrick’s Day.

But the excellent finals in both codes on St.
Patrick’s week-end convinced me at last that the
competitions must go on, and I am more convinced
than ever that they deserve a better deal than they
are getting.

However, 1 do not think that playing the finals
on St. Patrick’s week-end solves the question of
timing. That proved one thing very convineingly,
the All-Ireland club finals by themselves will not
draw the crowds to Croke Park, and besides playing
them in conjunction with the Railway Cup games
immediately raised the problem of the dual player,
and there are far more of these to be found than
anyone thought possible when the idea was first
mooted.

In any case, playing the Club finals on St.
Patrick’s Day is to my mind a shade too early.
Instead I would leave the National Festival to the
Railway Cup finals, and switch the All-Ireland Club
finals to Whit Sunday. Then if we had drawn games,
even two of them as was the case this year, they
could be staged at Croke Park on the following day.
Besides the extra seven weeks would give the chance
of playing the provincial finals, the semi-finals and
the finals themselves at a more kindly time of year
than is the case at present.

What I would visualise is (a) completing all
county championships where possible by the end of
September, and running off the provincial champion-
ships in the inter-club series in October and early
November. The provincial finals and the All-Ireland
semi-finals could then be played off as soon as the

National League campaign proper has ended and

then we could play off the finals between the
National League finals and the start of the serious
championship games which is the period when the
Whit week-end usually falls in any case. Moreover
since the Irish and English Whit holiday week-ends
now fall on different dates such an arrangement
would not interfere with Wembley.

However, there is one thing about the Club

championships that has to be faced. As a competi-
tion it does not pay its way over-all in either hurling
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or football, not at this stage anyway. And that is one
of the two reasons why I was particularly interested
in the Westmeath motion, defeated at Congress,
which advecated an open draw in these hurling and
football competitions.

The unusual pairings that could result from an
open draw could increase gates, but would of course
also increase travelling expenses. Which brings me
on to yet another point. The Club championships do
not pay their way, generally speaking at the mom-
ent. They would probably be even less viable on the
open draw. So, the answer, as suggested at Congress
is obvious, sponsorship, Moreover, what is needed
is not alone sponsorship that would pay for the
medals, but that would meet a share of the travelling
expenses of all teams concerned. That is a pretty
big project to ask anyone to pick up I know, but I
believe there are firms who would be prepared to
do so on a 32-county scale. Some are providing
equivalent financial aid to other G.A.A. ventures
already.

Failing all sponsorship, there should be a dis-
tinet possibility of getting a local firm to sponsor
the champion Club in any given county. Or do I
sound too mercenary altogether? But I only bring
forward these suggestions because I consider the
Club championships well worth while, and because
I believe it quite obvious that, except for the finals,
these games will not draw the huge crowds that are
needed to make them entirely self-supporting.

As for my support for the Open Draw, I have a
very good reason for that maybe because the only
club games 1 have Se€en between teams from
neighbouring counties in these competitions have
been inclined to boil over not that often, but more
frequently than happens in ordinary intercounty
games. Why this should be I am not sure, possibly
local patriotism, always to be admired to a degree,
but not when it means that so many players are
sent from the field, or so many “incidents” occur
during the course of a game as happened in more
than one club championship game in a certaln pro-
vince in the course of the past season’s competitions.

Which is why I favour the Open Draw, even if we
have to go seeking for sponsorship to meet the ex-
pense. Teams that have no previous rivalry inter-
club or inter-county are far less likely to get over-
heatedly involved than sides that may have frequen-

® OVERLEAF
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tly met in local tournaments down the years.

I had indeed, been worried about the standard of
sportsmanship in some of these Club championship
games, but after the example set by the defeated
All-Ireland Club finalists Clanna Gael from Lurgan,
when they formed a guard of honour at Croke Park
to cheer their conquerors U.C.D. off the field, I
have few further fears. These Lurgan footballers
have set all the other counties an example that they
must follow, or else be shamed for failing to do so.

While I was sorry to see the Westmeath motion
asking for an Open Draw in the Club championship
rejected by Congress, I was glad that another
motion which would have barred the Universities
clubs from competing was not proceeded with, It is
all very fine to point to the present power of U.C.C.
and U.C.D. for example. Student power is a very
transient thing, and the power-packed side of this
season 1S likely to be scattered all over Ireland, and
beyond, next year or the year after. The U.C.D. Club

took 30 years to win its first Dublin senior cham-
pionship in 1943, and has only won three more in
the 30 years since then.

U.C.C. has been a great force in Cork champion.
ship football these last few years, but they do not
stand too high in the list of county titles won either
Indeed, usually student teams labour under cham-
ptonship handicaps that rarely affect the ordinary
club side. If the county championships are played in
early summer, many of their men are examination
tied. If the vital championship games are in mid-
summer or early autumn, the backbone of their
teams are likely to be away on holiday work in the
U.S.A. or in Britain,

The University teams are at their strongest from
October to May. Thereafter they have to be very
lucky indeed to be able to muster at anywhere near
full strength. U.C.D. were lucky over the past 12
months that the bulk of their team was available in
the summer. The like might not occur again in 20
years.
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dividends there, and personally,
I feel, Tyrone may change to a
catch and kick policy on our next
appearance there.

In that way the players have
some chance to find their feet,
PADDY MULLAN (Derry):

I think the reasons why Ulster
teams perform poorly in Croke
Park is tied up with the political
unrest in the North. The lads
seem unsettled and harder to
handle when they go down to
Dublin.

There’s also a feeling that we
are not wanted in Croke Park:
that southern counties have a
monopoly of the ground.

One thing is certain, the Ulster
teams don’t play nearly as well as
they are capable of playing be-
fore the Dublin crowd. It’s a pity,
but a fact nonetheless.

BRIAN McENIFF (Donegal):

One of the biggest problems,
if you like, has been the fact that
during the past number of years,
a different team has come out of
Ulster each season. This means
that the team will have little or
no experience of Croke Park.

Indeed when we were there
two years ago a lot of the lads
had never even seen Croke Park,
let alone played on the pitch. It’s

understandable too that many of
the players would be affected by
the build-up for the big game
there.

There’s no doubt in my mind
that 1t’s far easier for a Leinster
team to play in Croke Park. For
some of them, it’s a second home,
so 1t’s unlikely their players
would suffer as our players do,
from nerves.

Things would be much differ-
ent, 1 believe, if an Ulster side
got out of the province two or
three years on the trot. Then
they would have no fears of Croke
Park on the second time round
and perform to their potential.
[t’s sickening to see so many of
our teams over the years, play
like juniors when they make it to
Croke Park.

AL McMURRAY (Antrim):

Ulster teams tend to get the
jitters when they run out on to
Croke Park. I'm convinced that
it takes a team at least two or
three outings there before one
gets accustomed to the atmos-
phere,

I think Ulster counties should
try and arrange some challenge
games at H.Q. before a vital
match. It’s probably the only way
of getting the “feel” of the
ground.
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AN GUM

AN tAR SA
MHAINISTIR 60p
Cnuasach filiochta leis an
mBRATHAIR S. E. 6 CEAR-
BHAILL.

Bua an ghrinn ag an bhfile
chomh maith le buanna eile
ar nos tirghra, gra teangan,
daonacht agus tuiscint do
chursai an tsaoghail.

SEAL THALL,

SEAL ABHUS 60p
Cnuasach aisti le BREAN-
DAN 60 hUALLACHAIN,

Cur sios ag an udar ar ghné-
ithe den saol ina cheantar
dachais Duibhneach, in ait-
eanna éagsila in Eirinn agus
sna Stait Aontaithe. Pictigir
da réir. Suimiuil soléite.
TRUPALL

TRAPALL 20p
Rainn bheaga on mBéaloideas
a chuirfidh gliondar ar chroi
pAisti. 22 leathanarh de léar
aidi breatha. Bailithe agus
maisithe ag CLiODHNA
CUSSEN.

FOILSEACHAIN RIALTAIS
AN STUARA,
BAILE ATHA CLIATH 1



DEVOTED TO THE VIEWS OF OUR YOUNGER READERS
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T Congress both in Sligo and

when it reconvened at Col-
aiste Mhuire in Dublin, I
received many plaudits on the
success of Junior Desk. On all
occasions 1 gave the credit for
the intimacy of our Desk to you
faithful readers and correspon-

dents who have shaped it and

made it what it is. Now there is
so little room for me to say any-
thing! Derry Gowan, the well-
known Cork G.A.A. official (what
a wonderful bunch they are),
whose brainchild the now famous
Scor competitions were, 1S an-
other keen reader and is proud
of Cork’s contribution to the
column,

CUT-OUT

Our Cut-out this month 1is
Leitrim and Connacht goalkeeper
Noel <Crossan (read Joseph
Woods’' letter). The Ballinamore
foctballer has won three Leitrim
S.F.C. medals with his club and
one S.H, award. There 1s no
more loyal G.A.A. county in Ire-
land. Noel’s club is a very pro-
gressive one, publishing its own
club annual, boasting such great
G.A.A. characters as Christy Gal-
logly, Jackie Gallagher, Tommy
Moran, a fair man with the pen,
Columba Cryan, Dermot Gannon.

It isn’t often we have the
chance nowadays to honour
Leitrim so here’s wishing Leitrim
every success in the future. The
tradition of Nipper Shanley (still
hale and hearty), Leo McAlinden,
Packy McGarty, Josie Murray,

Ben Wrynne . . . and Tommy
O‘Riordan, of course, lives on
Congrats, Noel.

At Congress too I met Br. P. P.
Guthrie of Féile na nGael fame
in Limerick. Br. Guthrie 1is a
Clareman by birth and spoke well
on behalf of the restoration of
Michael Cusack’s old home at
Carron. In next month’s issue I
hope to have details of this year’s
Feéile.

COMPETITION

For the ten best questions
addressed to Michael O’Hehir
received here before June 20 (all
ages are included) I will give a
copy of the recently published
Michael O’Hehir World of Gaelic
Games. Please state your age
when entering and Kkeep your
question as brief as possible. The
greater the variety the better.

Congratulations once again to
the U.C.D. organising committee
on the success of the Carrolls
All Ireland seven-a-side competi-
tion and its side attractions. The
souvenir programme was as
always a credit. Any reader in-
terested in a copy should write
to Eugene McGee, Fostra Press
Ltd., 5 Seville Place, Dublin 1.
Please enclose a 5p stamp to
cover postage.

Who should select
the Carrolls
All-Stars ?

There was a good response 1o
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this competition question for
which there are three G.A.A. All-
Star Kit Bags, kindly presented
by the three Galway All-Stars
Liam O’Neill, Liam Sammon and
Tommy Joe Gilmore. These were
the suggestions.

“ . . the men who represent
the newspapers and R.T.E. (from
Patrick Fox, Printinstown, Delvin,
Co. Westmeath).

‘ . one selector from each
county that enters a team 1n the
senior championships”  (from
Brian Walidron, Inchbeg, Fresh-
ford, Co. Kilkenny)

“The Director General, the
Provincial <Chairmen and the
Provincial Secretaries”  (from

Gerard Dowling, 5 Upper Johns-
town, Waterford),

“ . a selector from each pro-
vince plus the Chairman of the
winning All-Ireland counties”
(from John Fitzpatrick, Lower
Tubberboe, Durrow, Portlaoise,
Co. Laoise).

“ . the President of the
G.A.A. Dr. Donal Keenan” (from
Terry Doyle, Ballymorris Upper,
Aughrim, Arklow, Co. Wicklow).

“ ., the wusual Committee
shﬂuld pick the top o0 players
(both games), then put their
names on a Sunday paper and let
the people select the teams”
(from John Cahill, Cooliney,
Baliyvhooly, Co. Cork-.

“Despite some unaccountable
non-selections I believe R.T.E.
and the newspaper men are the
best qualified selectors. One

® OVERLEAF
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referee from each province
should be included also for
sportsmanship reasons. However
the selectors would be more app-
reciated if they had the courage
of John D. Hickey.
last year was admirable. More
like John D. Please” (from
Joseph Woods, Cloneyogan, Lah-
inch, Co. Clare).

“There should be a poll in the
Sunday newspapers for two Sun-
days” (from Gerry Pender, same
address as Terry Doyle).

“As with school examinaticns
a completely foolproof method of
team-selection has not yet
evolved. The All-Stars nomina-
tions will therefore remain sub-
ject to a margin of human error.
But would not a group of selec-
tors—one chosen by each Co.
Convention—reduce this margin
to a minimum?” (from Mary G.
Diver, 10 Connaught Park, Por-
tadown, Co. Armagh, N. Ireland).

“. . . the selectors of the four
All-Ireland semi-final teams and
maybe the help of the selectors
of the counties beaten in the
Provincial finals” (from Fergal

Conlan, Caldrum, Augher, Co.
Tyrone),
“All county trainers should

select the Carrolls G.A.A. All-

Stars”’ (frem Michae]l] O’Hara,
Patrick St., Mountrath, Co.
Laois).

“The players of the past”

(from Tommy Maher, Main St.,
Urlingford, Co. Kilkenny).

“A selection of past players
for whom it would be a great
honour after their years of ser-
vice” (from Gerald Traynor, 893
Francis St., Edenderry, Co.
Offaly).

“One top referee from each
county. They see the players
throughout the year” (from
Jerry Smyth, Whitereck, Midle-
ton, Co. Cork).

His stand

“A special committee of ten,
one to go to every important
game throughout the year” (from
John Keane, Emmet Place,
Youghal, Co. Cork).

“By the inter-county players

themselves who know ability and

recognise sportsmanship” (from
Aidan Foley, Ardcavan, Co, Wex-
ford),

“The selectors of all county
teams should get together and
select the 15 best players in the
same way as the ‘Player of the
Year’ was elected in England”
(from Donal Murphy, West End,
Rathmore, Co. Kerry).

So much for the competition.
Now there is a hatful of ideas for
Carrolls Public Relations Man-
ager Pat Heneghan to chew on.
The three lucky prizewinners of
the beautiful Kit-Bags are -

(1) John Keane

(2) Gerard Dowling

(3) John Cahill

Jimmy Duggan, the fourth

Galwayman to make the trip has
presented me with his Kit-Bag as
a consolation prize and I have
pleasure in awarding it to old
reliable Joseph Woods. A}l other
competitors will receive a special
colour All-Star Calendar.
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Kevin Gallen, Hazelwood,
Lough Gill, Co, Sligo—is a keen
thinker like Joseph Woods.
Among other things he wants “a
definition of the tackle”. As he
says so well “some players think
a punch in the ribs is a tackle.”

@ This is perfectly true Kevin.
In my own playing days I gor
many a thump in the tummy and
in the ribs in the name of a tackle.
There is a return though of the art
of blocking down in football D.G.

Mary O’Grady, Ballyconnge
North, Lisdoonvarna, Co. Clare—
another faithful Junior Desk
reader, doesn’t like the return of
the handpass but is thrilled with
the new rule which gives the
referee the right to move the ball
ten yards nearer the goal of the
oftender if his decision is dis-
puted. As she says “the time had
come when the free was always
disputed.” Finally Mary wants
to know if the Frank Williamson
of Geashill who won the specially
designed Junior Desk Award
scroll in February ’73 is the same
Frank who played for Offaly sen-
1on footballers early in this
year’'s N.F.L.

® Would seme reader please
reply to Mary? Who better than
Frank ?
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Joseph Woods of Cloneyogan,
Lahinch, Co, Clare, who seems
destined to have a career in
sports journalism among various
other things tells us that Noel
Crossan (this month’s colour Cut-
out) 1s the first Leitrim man to
guard the net for Connacht; that
three Wexford hurling families
have won 17 Railway Cup hurling
medals between them—the fam-
ilies of course being the Rack
ards (6), Quigleys (6) and the
Dorans (5). Tony Doran and
Willie Rackard have won four
each. Pat Dunny (Kildare) he-
came the first man to win Rail-
way Cup medals on consecutive
days. Leinster have won four-
In-a-row in both codes. Space
stops me from including all of
Joseph’s letter. He liked the
Liam Sammon interview and
wants more of that type with
people like Ray Cummins, Mickey
Kearins, Frank McGuigan, Dr.
Donal Keenan and Michael
O’Hehir.

Des Kelly, Ballycoogue, Wood-
enbridge, Aveoca, Co. Wicklow,
has great respect for KXerry's
Michae] Sheehy. He tells me to
watch the goal-scoring power of
Stephen Greene of Waterford.
He wants Cut-outs of Ollie Leddy
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® One of Wexford’

(Cavan) and Vinnie Holden
(Dublin).
Terry Doyle (address given

earlier) once again paid tribute
to 38-year-old Pat Nolan the
great Wexford goalkeeper “who
has seen four Kilkenny goal-
keepers in his time.”

Martin Fox, Printinstown, Del-
vin, Co. Westmeath, wants a Pen
Pal from Cork, Limerick or Kil-
kenny. His hobbies are pro-
gramme collecting, handball, hur-

ling and football (Gaelic). He

loves reading, especially G.A.A.
books. Age 11 years,
Kerry Gael (name and address

enclosed) in an outstanding let-
ter commenting on the Annuals
thought Con Houlihan’s article in
the Connacht Gaelic Games Ann-
ual very funny. Spectaculum by
An tAthair Leon O Morchain
(Mayo) superb. “The photo-
graphs in the Cuchulainn Annual
were great—J. O’Keeffe and D.
Long swapping jerseys.” This
keen student of the game had
this to say of last year’s cham-
pion teams :

“Cork were brilliant in the
championship. They played with
sreat authority and confidence.
The Cork '73 side was streets

< remarkable hurling families, the Quigleys.

Jimmy and Pat. As Joseph Woods remarks in his excellent letter the Quigleys hold six Railway Cup hurl-
ing medals between them, only equalled by that other great

JUNIOR DESK
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ahead of Offaly 71 and '72, yet
they have not been acclaimed as
much as Offaly were. 1 would
like to single out Barry-Murphy:
how great it is to see a youngster
putting so much thought into a
game. There is no limit to his
potential. I was delighted to see
Limerick winning the hurling
final, even though I did not think
they were fully tested by a de-
pleted Kilkenny. It is a pity that
the hurling final date had to be
so rigidly adhered to. It was
ridiculous to see a team having
to line-out without four good
players. It would be hard to beat
the example of sportsmanship
given by Kilkenny in defeat In
1973. Sean Foley’s display 1n
the hurling final was the best
I have seen since Mick Roche’s
display in ’68. They seem very
much alike to me, in skill and
class.”

@ 7Two great tributes 1o Barry-
Murphy and Foley. I think Barry-

Murphy has real class. Wonderful
timing and an ice-cool ability
around goal. Never gets het up.
Never shows it anyway. As for

Limerick—what a wonderful fillip
they have given to the game of
hurling.
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om left: Martin, John, Dan,

Wezxford sporting family the Rackards.

Now we close the Mailbag for
another month. June, July, Aug-
ust, September—the real G.A.A.
months—loom  ahead. More
Barry-Murphys will make the
headlines in hurling and football
Activity everywhere. Street
leagues, club outings.

Keep writing to me and don’t
forget the competition (sugges-
ted by Joseph Woods) of the ten
best questions addressed to
Michael O’Hehir on any topic. If
you want a Pen Pal please let me
have the details. Or if you have
an interesting photograph of
vourself (with a star) or without
one. Write about anything you
like to me at—

Junior Desk,

Gaelic Sport,
80 Upper Drumcondra Rd.,
Dublin 9.

Don’'t be afraid to say hello to
me if you see me at any of the
Provincial finals or the All-
Ireland semi-finals.

1o Mk
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% Live groups and discs
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NOEL
CROSSAN

Leitrim

Age : 24
Height : 5-8
Weight : 10 st.

Club : Sean
O’Heslins,
Ballinamore

Position :
Goalkeeper

Senior Inter-
County
Debut: 1971

CAREER
HIGHLIGHTS

Noel had a testing
baptism on his
senior inter-county
debut in a League ¥
tie against Mon-

aghan at Clones. In ¥
the first minute he

faced up to a ¥~
penalty kick and

saved the shot. He ¥
helped his club to ¥
win the county sen-

ior football titles of *
1970, 1972 and 1973,

and he holds four ¥
county senior league

medals as well. In ¥
addition, he won a

county senior hur- ¥
ling medal in 1970

in goal. Connacht’s ‘*
goalkeeper in the ¥
1974 Railway Cup,

he is completely *
dedicated to fitness

and training, wears ¥
his own jersey in

every game, and is ¥
an employee of

the Posts and 4¥-
Telegraphs. ‘¥
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Do you know these basic facts9

3

types of worm. lrregular dosing witn
outdated preparations may notonly
endanger herd health, but can be largely
ineffective. If you are going to dose at all,
then it makes sense to do the Job properly.

4

Most pig farmers are well aware of the

harmful effects of large roundworm
(ascaris). But stomach worm (Hyo-
strongylus), nodular worm (Oesophago-
stomum) and lungworm (Metastrongylus)
dangers, are not so well known. Today,
these three worms are probably more
important than the large roundworm as &
major cause of loss In productivity. In
recent years piperazine has been used to
control roundworm, and has been
combined with other drugs to control
stomach and nodular worms.
But none of these preparations
control lungworm.

2

1 There are four types of worms.

Long before worms show, they
can cripple herd performance.
Sows can eat greedily, but fail to

make proper use of the food. So infectec
sows rarely produce enough milk to suckle
bonhams proper!y. Result ? Growth rate

reduced and needless expense on extra
feeding incurred. And if infection becomes

heavy, you can suffer ruinous bonham
l0sSes.

Most pig farms show infestation by

two or three worm types.
Use a wormer which copes with a//

ICl's Pig Wormer is the only pig
wormer that includes full activity
against lungwormes.

Not only that, but it removes both mature
and immature worms of all important types.
It can safely be given to young, heavily
infected pigs and to in-pig gilts and sows.
1t1s free-flowing, easy to measure, and
pigs like the taste of it, in both dry and
wet meal. Get the full facts from ICl's
booklet, obtainable from your supplier or
the address below.

PIG WORMER

ICI (Ireland) Ltd.,
5-9 South Frederlck St
Dublin 2. Tel : 771831
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T FORMULA : Tetramisole, Hydrochloride 10% w/w, |
Lactose 87.3% w/w, Acacia (powder) 2.7 w/w. | i
|



